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Yrd. Doc. Dr. Erhan AFYONCU

1967 yihnda Tokat'ta dogdu. Marmara Universitesi Atatirk Egitim
Fakaltesi, Sosyal Bilgiler Egitimi Bolimii Tarih Ogretmenligi Anabilim
Dali'ndan 1988 yilnda mezun oldu. 2000 yilmda Yardimer Dogent oldu.
2000 yih May1s aymda Marmara Universitesi Fen-Edebiyat Fahiltesi
Tarih Bolimi'ne gegti. Halen Marmara Universitesi Fen-Edcebiyat
Fakiltesi'nde ogretim tiyesi olarak gorev yapan Erhan Afyoncu'nun 6
ciltlil “Sorularla Osmanh Imparatorlugu” ve “Osmanh Tarihi Arastuma
Rehberi™ isimli hitaplan ile Osmanlt birolrasisi ve Osmanl tarihgileri
tizerine ¢ok sayda akademilk makalesi vardar.

Ugur DEMIR

1981'de Ordu'da do%du. 2004'te Marmara Universitesi, Atatark Egitim
Fahiltesi, Tarih Ogretmenligi Bolami'ni bitirdi. 2004'te aym
fniversitenin Tarkiyat Arastirmalan Enstitisa Tarlk Tarihi Anabilim
Dali, Yenicag Bilim Dali'nda yiiksehk lisansa basladi. 2006'da “Tarih-
i Mechmed Giray” adh tez ile yiiksck lisans programmdan mezun oldu.
Ayni yil Marmara Universitesi Tirkiyat Aragtirmalar Enstitiisi Tark
Tarihi Anabilim Dali, Yenicag Bilim Dali'nda Doktoraya baslad:.

Osmanh Doneminde Isyanlar
ve Eminonu (1481-1648)

Eminéna, lstanbul'un Osmanh baskenti olmasindan sonra
buayukla kagukla birgok isyana tanik oldu. Bu isyanlar o kadar
buyuk boyutlara ulagiyordu ki, bazen padisahin mutlak vekili
olan Sadrazamlann kelleri ahmirken, bazen de bizzat Padisahlar
tahtan zorla indiriliyor ve éldarilayorlard. Isyan patlak verdikien
sonra onuna almak oldukea gigta ve isyancilar, birkag istisna
hari¢ genelde istedikleri kisilerin kellelerinin meydanlarda
sallandinlmasim saghyorlardi. Bazen saatlerce, bazen de ginler
hatta aylarca devam eden isyanlar Istanbul halkina korkulu
gunler yasatiyor, ginluk hayat tamamen [el¢ oluyordu.

Ozellikle Atmeydani, Osmanlh devri isyanlan ile adeta 6zdeslesen
bir mekandi. Hem Bizans, hem de Osmanlh déneminde
eglencelerin yapildigi ve torenlerin duzenlendigi onemli bir yer
olan meydan, kozlarin paylasildigy, hanedanmin mesruiyetinin
tartisildigy, idarecilerin icraatunin ytiksek sesle elestirildigi ve
sehrin kapilarimin kapatulmasindan sonra askeri gruplarin
farkli unsurlarimin birbirlerine lah¢larim ¢ekip, silahlarim
bosaltugy; kargihkh fetvalarin birbirinin hakmuna hakiamsuz
kildigy; batan bunlar bazen bir padisahin hal' edilmesine ve
hatta oldarialmelerine kadar ileri gider; bazi devlet adamlarninin
canlarina mal olurken, bazilan i¢in ise ikbal kapilarnin ardina
kadar agildigy; halasa her seyin “devletin bekas: ve adaletin
temini igin yapildigy”, kozlarin paylasildigi bir mekandi.

Atmeydani'ndaki ozellikle iki mabet Ayasofya ve Sultanahmed
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Camileri ve idari mekanizmamn merkezi konumundaki Topkapt
Saray! isyanlardan en ¢ok etkilenen mekanlardi. Ornegin,
Ayasolya Camii, Topkapi Sarayi'na yakin olmast ve saraya bakan
minarelerinin ieride neler oldugunu gozetlemeye imkan vermesi
yazinden II. Osman'in katledildigi isyanda askerler tarafindan
saray1 gozetlemek icin kullamlmusti, Sultanahmed Camii ise

belki de isyanlardan en ¢ok zarar goren ibadethéneydi. Asilerin,

saraydan gelecek haberleri bekledigi bir yer olmast, bazen de
asilerin sigindig bir mekan olmasi yazianden kanh garpiglara
sahit olurken bizzat cami de askerin kargihkl kursunlarindan
nasibini alms ve senelerce bu kursun izlerini isyanin kara bir
lekesi olarak tagimigu. Isyanlarin en 6nemli odak noktas: ise
hi¢ kugkusuz Topkap: Saray'yd.

Agagida Eminon llgesi'nde 1481-1648 yillan arasinda meydana
gelen buyuk isyanlar, kronolojik bir sira takip edilerek
anlaulmaktadir.

Fatil'in Olimii ve Isyan (1481)

Istanbul'da ilk isyan, sehrin fatihi 1. Mehmed vefat ettiginde
yasand. Fatih Sultan Mehmed, hastahigina ragmen ordunun
basinda, Memluk Devleti Gzerine sefer duzenlemek tzere 27
Nisan 1481'de Istanbul'dan aynldi. Halka ve askere hala gugla
bir hukamdar oldugunu gostermek i¢in, dayamlmaz acilara
katlanmak pahasina, sehirden at uastande ¢iku.
Sultan, Uskadar'a gectiginde hastahg aruk yerinden kalkmasina
bile musaade etmeyecek derecede artti. Hekimler butin
imkanlarim kullanarak Fatih'i iyilestirmeye ¢alisirken, askerler
de birkag giin Uskadar'da beklemek zorunda kaldilar. Verilen
ilaglar padisahin agrilarimi biraz hafifletir hafifletmez askere
tekrar hareket emri verildi. Ancak Gebze yakinlanindaki Hunlar

Askerler, birkag giin sonra padisahin élduguni ogrendiler ve
ellerine gecirdikleri balik¢i tekneleriyle Istanbul'a akin ettiler.
Ozellikle Kapikulu askerleri Istanbul'da, devrin kaynaklarinda
“eyyam-1 [etret"2, “Yeniceri bagin keser"? gibi sozlerle ifade edilen
ve Nesri'nin benzetmesiyle “ag¢ kurt koyuna nice koyulursa

' Istanbul'a soyle koyularak™ buytk bir yagma baglattilar, Sehzade

Bayezid taraltarlan askerin isyamm destekliyorlardi. Sehzade
Bayezid'in tahta ¢itkmasinda en baytk engel olan Cem Sultan
taraftart Veziriazam Karamani Mehmed Pasa konaginda
saklanmak zorunda kaldi. Ancak [azla bir sire gegmemisti ki,

~ sokaklarda “Bayezid ok yasasin” diyerek dolasan askerler,

Mehmed Pasa'nin konagim bastilar, divinhanede saklanan pasay1
bulup pargaladilar ve kesik basini bir mizragin ucuna takarak
sehrin sokaklarinda dolastirdilar; konagim da yagmalayarak
bitun mahna el koydular3.

Fatih tarafindan Istanbul muhafizi olarak birakilmis eski
Veziriazamlardan Ishak Paga, askere kesenin agzin acarak, kisa
surede duruma hakim oldu®. Sehzide Bayezid taraftan olan

| Ishak Pasa, o gelene kadar Istanbul'da bulunan 11 yagindaki
* oplu Sehzide Korkud'u babasina vekaleten tahta ¢ikard. Boylece

Cayirt mevkiine gelindiginde Fatih bir kez daha komaya girdi

ve tabiplerin gayretlerine ragmen kisa bir siire sonra 3 Mayis
1481'de, ikindi vakti velat etti.

Fatih'in olduga hemen ust duzey yoneticiler tarafindan ogrenildi.

Aruk bundan sonra yasanacaklar devlet adamlarinin idare

yetenegine bagh olarak gelisecekti. Sultamn hayatta iki oglu
vardy; 33 yasindaki bayulk oglu Bayezid Amasya'da, 22 yagindaki
kaguk oglu Cem ise Konya'da vali idi. Veziriazam Karamani
Mehmed Pasa, derhal iki sehzadeye de ulak gondererek
babalarinin vefat ettigini ve acele Istanbul'a gelmeleri gerektigini
haber verdi. Istanbul'a erken gelen gehzade tahta gikacaku. ki
sehzadeden biri tahta gegene kadar olam hadisesi etraftakilerden,
ozellikle de askerlerden gizli tutulmalydi. Sultan'in hamama
gitmesi gerektigi bahanesiyle Fatih'in naas: vakit kaybettirilmeden
Istanbul'a gecirildi ve Topkap: Sarayi'na konuldu. Askerlerin,
padisahin olim haberini ogrenip, Istanbul'da bir anarsiye yol
agmamalan i¢in de sehre girmeleri yasaklandi. Sehri korumak
uzere birakilan askerlerin bir kismi ve acemi oglanlan, Fil Cayin

askerin isyan biraz olsun yausurildi.

26 Mayis 1481'de® 4 bin kisilik maiyetiyle once Uskadar'a,
kayiklarla da buradan Istanbul'a gelen Sehzade Bayezid, asker
ve halk taralindan coskulu bir sekilde karsilandi. Matem
elbiseleriyle karaya ctkan II. Bayezid, askerlere paralar dagtaralk
Istanbul'a girdi. Esnal ve sehrin ileri gelenleri yeni padigahin
atunin ayaklan aluna kiymetli halilar ve kumaslar sermisler,
tabak tabak altin ve gamus dokmuslerdi®. Yeniceriler, yeni
padisahi saraymn giris kapisi olan Bab-1 Himayun'un éniinde
bekliyordu. Askerler, I1. Bayezid'den Veziriazarm oldardukleri

| ve sehirde yagma yaptiklan icin af dilediler. Padisah da kendini

tahta gikartan askerleri affetti. Boylece Istanbul, bundan sonra
sikca karsilasacag isyanlar serisinin ilkini yasamig oldu.

Yavuz Sultan Selim'i Tahta Cikaran Isyan (1512)
Turk devletlerinde devlet baskani seciminde bir sistem
olusturulamamugti. Hanedarun biitin erkek tyelerinin hukamdar
olmaya haklari vardi®. Bu belirsizlik siwrekli taht mucadelelerine
yol agti. Turk devletlerinin gogunun pargalanip, yikilmasinin
en onemli sebebi de buydu. Cesitli vasua ve kisileri kullanarak
hukamdar olanlar, tahtum saglama almak icin ilk is olarak diger
hakamdar adaylanim ortadan kaldinyorlardi. Hakamdarlar,
sayet yaslanacak kadar tahtta kalmay basarirlarsa, evladi arasinda
en cok sevdigi sehzddeyi kendi yerine hukamdar birakmak igin
uygun ortami hazirlamaya ugrasirlardi. Ancak tahta gegis sirasim

' tayin edecek kesin bir kanun olmadigindan, hitkamdarin

nehri koprasanin tamiri ve gerekli hendeklerin kazdinlmas: |
bahanesiyle buradan uzaklasurildi. Ayrica sehrin kapilan |

kapatihirken, Uskadar ile Istanbul arasindaki deniz ulagim
araglart da Eminonu tarahina getirtildil.

olamayle saltanat mucadeleleri tekrar baglardi. Hatta hakamdar
hayatta iken dahi isyan bayragini kaldiran schzadelere
rastlanmaktaydi. Aceleci sehzadeler mucadeleyi kaybederlerse,
sonlar yagh kementle bogulmakt.

Tahta gecme sistemindeki belirsizlik yazanden Osmanh

- tarihindeki en ilging taht mucadelelerinden biri I1. Bayezid ile

m
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oglu Yavuz unvanh Sehzade Selim arasinda yasannmsti. Osmanh
tarihinde ilk defa bir evlat, babasini askerin zoruyla tahtan
indirip yerine hikimdar secilmisti. Ayrica Sultan Selim isyan
edip basarih olan ilk ve son sehzade, 11. Bayezid de zorla tahttan
indirilen ilk padisah olmustu.

Sultan IL. Bayezid'in sekiz oglundan besi daha hukamdarin
saghginda dlmusti. 11. Bayezid, bazi devlet adamlarimin da
yonlendirmesiyle hayatta kalan Ahmed, Korkud ve Selim adh

sehzadelerinden Ahmed'in!©, kendisinden sonra tahta gecmesini

istiyordu. Ancak $ehzade Ahmed, atak bir yapida olmamas: ve

Sahkulu isyani sirasindaki beceriksiz davramslari sebebiyle |

askerler arasinda fazla tutulmuyordu. Devrin 6nde gelen alim

askerler tarafindan begeniliyordu.

Sehzdde Selim, Istanbul'daki siyasi ortami yakindan takip
ediyordu. Babasimin élamu halinde Istanbul'a bir an evvel
ulasmak ve taht1 ele gecirmek i¢in kendisini Rumeli'deki bir
sancagin idaresine tayin ettirmek istediyse de bu arzusu kabul
gormedi. Bunun tzerine Trabzon'dan aynlan Sehzade Selim,
once Kinm'a, Kefe'deki oglu Sehzade Stuleyman'in yanina gitti.
Sehzade Stuleyman ile Kinnm hamndan temin ettigi birliklerle
Rumeli'ye geldi. lki taraf arasinda gidip-gelen elcilere ragmen
anlasma saglanamayinca, II Bayezid de ordusunun bagina gecip,
oglunu Edirne yakinlarinda karsiladi. Ancak tam bu sirada
Rumeli beylerinin araya girip, sehzadeye Rumeli'de Semendire,
Alacahisar ve Izvornik sancaklariin verilmesi hususunda Sultaru
razi etmeleri savasi onledi. 11. Bayezid, Sehzidde Ahmed'i veliaht
yapmayacagina dair bir de ahidname verdi!l. Fakat padisah bu
ahidnameye ragmen Ahmed haklindaki tasavvurlarindan kolay
kolay vazgecmeye niyetli degildi. Rumeli beylerini toplayarak
onlardan Sehzade Ahmed'in padisahligina itiraz etmeyeceklerine
dair soz aldi. Sultan, oglu Ahmed adina saltanattan ¢ekilmeye
hazirlamyordu. Ancak Yenigeriler, 1I. Bayezid'in saghginda
baglkasim padisah olarak gormek istemediklerini soyleyerek, bu
durumu kabul etmediler. Son gelismelerden hayli rahatsiz olan
Sehzade Selim, ordusunu toplayip tekrar istanbul'a dogru
ilerlemeye basladi. Baba ile ogul Corlu yakinlarnindaki Kangdiran
Ovasi'nda kars: karsiya geldiler. Sehzidenin birlikleri, 1. Bayezid
kargisinda fazla dayanamayarak kisa stirede dagildi. Bu bozguna
ragmen Sehzade Selim'in asker nezdindeki nufuzu azalmacd ve
sehzade Kefe'ye cekildil2.

Muharebeyi kazanan II. Bayezid, ¢ok sevdigi oglu Ahmed'i
hakiimdar ilan etmek igin Istanbul'a davet etti. Sehzidde Ahmed

de kisa sirede Gebze'ye!3 geldi ve burada Istanbul'dan gelecek | g ; u
haberleri beklemeye basladi. Bu arada Divan'da, Sehzade | dualar ediib serir-i saltanata da geciib oturmanugz isterler...
Ahmed'in nasil padisah ilan edilecegine dair énemli kararlar - 551‘_““‘:1‘3 rr}ek[uplar gonderdiler?2, z?;skere serdar tayin edildigini
alind ve Istanbul'a davet edilen 5ehzade hic vakit kaybetmeden belirten bir hukamde de 11. Bayezld, Yavuz'u Istanbul'a f‘.ia\rel
ediyor ve Sehzade Korkud'un Istanbul'a izinsiz geldigini ama

. bunun ardinda kendisine bir suikast ve oyun olmadigim

Uskadar'a geldi.

Yeniceriler, Sehziade Ahmed'in tahta ¢ikmak icin Istanbul'a davet
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edildigini ve simdi Usktdar'da oldugunu, ostine astlitk Ahmed
taraftar1 devlet ricalinin kendileri icin hakaretamiz ifadelerde
bulunmaya basladiklarim ogrendiklerinde, 21 Eylal 1511'de
isyan bayragin kaldirdilar. Ilk 6nce kendileri icin kopek diyen
devlet ricalinin evlerinin kapilarina “Bize multefit olmayup
Sultan Ahmed'i getiiresiz, bizimgin it agzin iistithan tutar diyesiz.
Bilin kim biz kelb degil sir-i neriz, bize gida kelle gerchdir.
Vallahilazim ciimleniiziin basin keseviiz, bilmis olasiz" yazili
kagular asular!3. Daha sonra bir toplanu dazenleyerek, burada
Sehzade Ahmed'i kesinlikle padisah olarak gormek
istemediklerini acikca dile getirdiler’s. Toplantidan sonra
sokaklara dagilarak, “Allah Allah, Sultan Selim'in devletine ve

| dusmenlerinin kérlugine” seklinde gulbanklar ¢ekmeye
ve sairlerinden biri olan $ehzade Korkud ise taht arzulasa da | bassiaclllar B ; & ¢ )
pek fazla sansa sahip degildi. Trabzon valisi Sehzade Selim, 1. '
Bayezid'in hayatta kalmis en kucuk ogluydu. Devlet adamlart |

arasinda [azla taraftan olmamasina ragmen, sert mizact sebebiyle

Boylece Istanbul'da yeniden kargasa ve duzensizlik hikim
oldu. Sehzade Selim'in padisah olmasini isteyen askerler,
Sehzade Ahmed'in Uskudar'dan Istanbul'a ge¢mesini
engellemek icin Bogaz'daki biitin ulasim araclarina el koydular.
Asker, bununla da yetinmeyerek, Sehzade Ahmed'in Istanbul'da
bulunan taraftarlarindan Veziriazam Fersekzade Ahmed Pasa,
ikinci Vezir Koca Mustala Pasa, Rumeli Beylerbeyi Hasan Pasa,
Kadiasker Mieyyedzade Abdurrahman Efendi ve Nisanci
Tacizade Cafer Celebi'nin evlerini yagmalayip, padisahtan
bunlarin katledilmelerini istediler. Istanbul'daki-bu isyam
haber alan Sehzade Ahmed de Uskudar'dan Gebze'ye geri
dondu ve burada birkag gan bekledikten sonra Konya tzerine
yuradal?, Bu sirada Sehzade -Korkud'a bazi devlet adamlan,
“Iste Sultan Ahmed ahvali boyle oldu. Sen dahi Sultan Bayezid
Han oghsin. Sayed tali'in hiimayan olup saltanat sana intikal
eyleye. Sek ve siibhe kalmads, padisahhik hususu askerin hiisn-
i ikdam ve kemal-i ihtimamlarima mufavvaz ve merbit imis.
Ale'l-husais yenicerinin miibasereti olmaymca miyesser degil
imis. Indyet-i Hakk'a tevekliil eyleyiip, saret degisdiriip,
tenthdca gelap, yeniceri odalarma dosentip iclerine girmekle
tazarru' ve niyaz itseniiz ihtimaldir, padisah olasiz veyahud
Sultan Ahmed tizerine gondermek iciin mukarrer ser-asker
olursiz"8 yazih mekiuplar gondererek onu gizlice Istanbul'a
gelerek askerleri kendi safina celkkmeye ve tahu ele gecirmeye
tesvik ettiler. Bu tesviklerden de cesaret alan Sehzade Korkud
gizlice Istanbul'a geldi!® ve Yeniceri Ocagi'na siginchi20:
Yenigeriler her ne kadar sehzadeye hiirmet gosterdiyseler de,
Sehzade Selim'i padisah olarak gormek istediklerini agikea
Korkud'a soylediler?!.

Bu arada Yenigeriler ve yayalar Sehzade Selim'i kendilerine
serdar tayin etmesi i¢in Sultan Bayezid'i sikasurdilar ve sehzadeye
de tahta ge¢mesi icin destek de vereceklerini taahhut eden,
“Amma sultanum soyle itikad edesiin ki, ciimle alem sultanuma

belirtmek ihtiyacini da duyuyordu?3.

T

"
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Padisahin ve askerlerin bu davet mektuplar tzerine Sehzade
Selim, agyr kis sartlarina ragmen, kisa surede payitahta geldi
ve Yenibahge'ye yerlesti. Daha sonra Sultan Bayezid'in
elini 6pmek i¢in saraya geldi ve baghligini arz ettikten
sonra tekrar Yenibahge'ye cekildi. Ancak bu arada
Yenigeriler i¢in icin kaynamaktaydi. Sultanin sefere
¢tkamayacak kadar yaglanmis olmasini, Safeviler'in
Anadolu'da estirdigi teror ve sehzadeler arasindaki savag
bahane eden askerler, Topkapt Saray: 6nune gelerek,
Sehzade Selim'i padisah olarak gormek istediklerini dile
getirdiler. On kisilik bir temsilci heyetini Divan'a
gonderdiler ve bu isteklerini orada da ifade ettiler. Basta
yeni Veziriazam Mustala Pasa olmak tzere Divan'daki
.devlet adamlari durumun vahametini anlamakta
gecikmedi. Mustafa Pasa gelismeleri bildirmek uzere
padisahin yanina gitti. Neler oldugunu ve askerin
isteklerini 6grenen Sultan Bayezid énce “Nitekim ben
sagim, begligiam kimseye vermezin” dedi. Bu cevab uzerine
Vezirazam Mustala Pasa, “Devletli hankar! Tuzunuz
ctmeguniaz yidik, helal eylen. Tasra ¢tkicak bizim isimiz
tamam iderler” deyince, padisah da, “Simdi ben
padisahlugum virmeyicek beni gelap katl iderler mi ?”
diye sordu. Veziriazam da her seyi gayet net bir sekilde
“Yok hatl itmezler, amma harbe uctyla kaftaninuzdan
¢eliip tahtdan asaga indiriirler” diyerek durumu ozetledit.

Sehzade Selim Yenigeri ve Sipahilerle birlikte 25 Nisan
1512'de sarayin onune geldi2? Sultan Bayezid, aruk yapacak

icin askerin istegini kabul ederek oglu Selim'i padisah
ilan etti?6, Boylece 1511 ile 1512 senelerinde yaklasik
bir y1l devam eden Istanbul'daki i¢ karisiklik, Sehzade
Selim'in padisah ilan edilmesiyle sona erdi.

Kanuni Sultan Sidleyman ve lIsyan (1525)

1525'de Istanbul'da Yenigeriler bir kez daha isyan edip,
sehrin buyuk bir kismini yagmaladilar. lkbal .

basamaklarini hizla tirmanan Veziriazam Ibrahim Pasa'nin,
isyan eden Hain Ahmed Pasa gailesini bertaraf etmek igin
1524'de Misir'a gitmesini firsat bilen muhalifleri
Yenigerileri isyana tegvik etmislerdi.

Sultan Suleyman, Edirne'den yeni donmus ve Kagithane'ye |
gelmisti. Padisahin yoklugundan da yararlanan Yenigeriler

Istanbul'da basta Veziriazam Ibrahim Pasa'nin saray:

olmak uzere onde gelen devlet ricalinin konaklarini,
gumrukleri ve halkin evlerini yagmalamaya basladilar. |
Kagithane'de bulunan Sultan Suleyman, isyani ogrenir ~ Sipahisi ile Yenicerileri kars1 kargiya getirdi ve Istanbul
ogrenmez hemen deniz yoluyla Istanbul'a geldi. Sultan,

ilk is olarak genis bir sorusturma yaptird: ve askeri tahrik
ettikleri anlasilan Yeniceri Agas1 Mustafa Aga ile
Reisulkattab Haydar't derhal idam ettirdi. Padisahin hizh

ve sert bir sekilde olaya mudahale etmesiyle isyan daha |
Ozellikle de Kapikulu Sipahileri seslerini yakseltmeye baslamigt.

fazla yayilmadan yausunldi?7.

Beylerbeyi Vak'as1 (1589)
Istanbul I1. Selim'in tahta gtk ginlerde culus bahsisi yuzanden

" bir isyanla ytz ytze gelmekten son anda kurtulduktan sonra

sehirde pek fazla bir kargasa yasanmanusti. Ancak 2 Nisan
1589'da Kapikulu askeri, degeri dusik akge ile maaglarinin
odenmesini kabul etmeyerek isyan etti. Bu isyan, bir yonuayle
daha énceki asker isyanlarindan farkhydi. Topkap: Saray
onlerine gelen askerler, ilk defa saraya gonderdikleri listeyle
Rumeli Beylerbeyi Doganci Mehmed Pasa ile Basdelterdar
Mahmud Pasa'min kellelerini istemislerdi.

Paramin her gecen gan ayannin dusarilmesi Osmanh akgesinin
piyasadaki ahm guciint azaltmakta ve bundan da en fazla maash
askerler, yani Kapikulu askeri zarar gormekteydi. Istanbul esnali
ayan duguk akee ile ahs veris yapmak istemedigi icin Kapikulu
askeri zor duruma dusmusti. Aruk dayanacak gogleri kalmayan
Yeniceriler, once Seyhulislama daha sonra da Veziriazam Siyavug
Pasa'ya durumlanim arzettiler, ancak istediklerini elde edemeyince

+ daha etkili bir ¢6ztum igin Topkapt Saray1'min éninde oplandhlar.

Hatta sarayin dis ve i¢ avlusunu isgal edip, Divani basular. IIL.

- Murad taralindan gonderilen nasihatgileri tagladilar ve paranin

ayannin dagarilmesinin bag sorumlusu olarak gordukleri Rumeli
Beylerbeyi Mehmed Paga ile Bagdefterdar Mahmud Paga'nin
kellelerini istediler,

. Sultan, iki devlet adam katletme taraltan degildi. Asilere, her

ikisini de azledip, sehirden uzaklasuracagim soyledi. Bunu
reddeden asilerden bazilan, “Beylerbeyi bast elimize gelmeyince

- bu gtin bu Divan'dan disan ¢thmazuz, ma-hasal yaramaz olur,

i | k ir i i
bir sey olmadigim: anlads ve tekrar bir isyan yasanmamasi - yerine Padisah buluruz"?® diyerek padisahi tahttan indirmekle

tehdit eutiler. Asilerin isi daha da ileri gotareceklerini goren
padisah, “Ciinki sozam ge¢medi i¢-oglanlart ve Bostancilar ve

' Baltacilar ellerine silahlarini alsunlar” diye emretti. Ancak
- bunun kardes kam dokmekten baska bir ise yaramayacagim

goren devlet ileri gelenleri, padisahi kararindan vazgegirip,
Mahmud Pasa ile Mehmed Pasa'min isyancilara verilmesini kabul
ettirdiler,

Defterdar ve Rumeli beylerbeyi asilere teslim ve derhal idam
edildikten sonra Topkap Saray1'm kusatmus olan asker de yavas
yavas saray1 bosaltti. Boylece isyan, birkag kisinin feda edilmesi
karsihginda daha zararh hale gelmeden yausunld: ve Istanbul
buyuk bir [elaketten kil pay1 kurtuldu??,

Yemisci Hasan Vak'as1 (1603)

1603'de Istanbul tekrar anarsi igine dusti. Veziriazam Yemisci
Hasan Pasa ile basimi Sadaret Kaymakami Mahmud Pasa'nin
cektigi muhalif grup arasindaki iktidar mucadelesi Kapikulu

sokaklarinda gunlerce silahli catismalar yasandi.

Bir taraftan Anadolu'yu yangin yerine geviren Celali Isyanlari,
diger taraftan da yillardir suregelen Avusturya savaslari,
Istanbul'da ganden giine artan bir huzursuzluk dogurmaktaydi.
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1lk olarak bazi makamlarda degisiklikler yapilarak ortalik :
. bir fetva almislardh.

yatistinlmaya cahsildi. Ancak bundan tatmin olmayan Sipahi
taifesi, Sultan 11. Mehmed'den Ayak Divam toplamasim istedi.
Padigah bu istegi kabul ederek, sarayin avlusuna taht kurdurup,

yaninda Sadaret Kaymakam, Seyhulislam, Kazaskerler, ulemanin.

ileri gelenleri ve diger devlet adamlar oldugu halde Ayak

Katib Cezmi, Haseyin Halife ve Poyraz Osman, sert ifadelerle

memleketin i¢ine dastign vahim halden ve devlet adamlannin J
i oldugu, askeri kigkirtmak icin onlara 30 bin filori verdigi,

basiretsizliginden yakimp, suglulann derhal cezalandinlmasim
istediler. tham edilenlerden ilk olarak, birkag gan evvel Sadaret
Kaymakamligindan azledilip, Yedikule'ye hapsedilen Saatgi

durmars ve Seyhulislamdan Yemisci'nin katledilmesine dair

Fetvay: alan Sadaret Kaymakami Mahmud Paga, Kazaskerlere
de bu fetva ile ayn1 mealde derkenarlar yazdinp, bunlan bir

- telhisle birlikte Sultan 111. Mehmed'e gonderdi. Aksam kendisine

Hasan Pasa sorguya cekildi. Saatci, yaptig her isten Padisahin

haberdar oldugunu ispatlayinca kellesini kurtard:. Suclu
bulunan Dordianca Vezir Tirnak¢i Hasan Pasa tam boynu
vurulacag sirada Yenigerilerin sefaatiyle affedildi. Ancak
Kapiagas: Gazanfer Aga ile Darassaade Agas: Osman Aga, onlar

kadar sansh olamadilar. Her iki saray agasi da idam edildikten -

sonra Ayak Divan dagildi30.

Daha ilk Sipahi kipirdanmalan yasandig sirada, Istanbul'daki

Divanina ciku. Huzursuz Sipahilerin sozcalagind ustlenen | $iFin gorunmeye ¢ahgan Mahmud Paga'nin gercek niyetini

ogrenen Veziriazam Hasan Pasa da padisaha bir telhis gondermis
ve bu telhiste yasanan kargasanin Mahmud Pasa'nin eseri

bunun 6nu alinmazsa birka¢ gin icinde buyak bir isyan
baslayacag: belirtilmekte, telhisine su sekilde bir cevap
verilmesini istemekteydi: “Vezir-i a'zamdan sudar iden [umar,
ciimle] beniim ma'rifetiim iledir, ciarmi zuhar iderse, ben,
haklundan gelebilirin. Beniimle veziram arasina kul niciin

- miidahale ider? Karigduklarima asla riza-yr hamayanum
| yokdur”, Bu telhiste Yenigerilerin de kendisi ile birlikte hareket
* edeceklerini de belirtmeyi ihmal etmedi?>. Padisah da, sadaret

yandaslar, Belgrad'da kiglamakta olan Veziriazam Yemisci

Hasan Pasa'ya mektuplar gondererek, acilen bagkente gelmesini
istemislerdi. Kendi mevkiinin de tehlikeye girdigini goren
veziriazam, siddetli kisa aldirmadan Filibe tzerinden

Harmanli'ya dogru yola koyuldu. Ancak kig basladig igin

nehirler buz tutmus ve Hasan Paga bu ytizden zorlu bir yolculuk

gecirmisti3!. Morova koprist buzlandig igin kinlmig, bu

yizden Hasan Pasa buz tutmus nehrin tzerinden gegmek
zorunda kalmisti32,

Yemisci Hasan Paga, Harmanlh'yr gectikten sonra kisa suirede
Edirne'ye ulast ve burada bir gece istirahat ettikten sonra
Istanbul'a dogru yola koyuldu. Yolda once Gazanfer Aga ile
Osman Aga'min katledildigi haberini, sonra da bizzat
Istanbul'daki taraftarlanndan bir mektup daha aldi33. Istanbul'a

yaklagtig1 zaman, sehrin Sipahiler tarafindan kusauldigy, bu |

yizden de sehre gece girmesi yontnde bir mektup daha ald.
Pasamn Istanbul'a girisini kolaylastirmak i¢in de Silivri-Kapi'nin
kapicilan ile anlagilmisti. Bu uyanlan dikkate alan Hasan Pasa,

daha hizli gitmek i¢in kalan yolu at sirtinda asmaya karar |

verdi. Gece yaris1 Silivri-Kapi'dan Istanbul'a girdi ve daha
guvenli oldugunu dasanduga nisanhsi Ayse Sultan'in
Atmeydam'ndaki sarayina geldi.

Padisaha bir telhis gondererek sag salim Istanbul'a ulasugim
haber verdi. Veziriazam Yemisci Hasan Pasa'min kendisinden
kuskulanmasin istemeyen Sadaret Kaymakami Mahmud Pasa

yapti. Az sonra Kazaskerler de Yemisci'yi ziyaret ettiler. ' pyllgrumsiz, ber-hurdar olup, yizanaz ag ola, ni'metam size

Veziriazam, Kazaskerlerle Seyhulislam Sunullah Efendi'ye

ziyaret etmedigini ancak sabah ilk is onu ziyaret edecegini

belirterek sabah musait bir vakitte $eyhalislamla gorasmek | riza-yi serifimi gozleyiip, Vezir-i a'zamuma mu'in olup, bu

istedigini bildirdi**. Ancak ertesi gin boyle bir gorasme = ,4hg eshiyasinun haklarndan gelinmesine mu‘avenet eyleyesiz.

kaymakamindan gelen telhis ve fetvaya, Yemisci'nin telhisinde
belirttigi sekilde cevap verdi?¢. Kapicilar Kethudasi Kasim
Aga'ya, Mahmud Pasa'y1 6ldarmesini ve fetva ile telhisi Yemisci
Hasan Paga'ya gotarmesini emretti. Uzun siire Hasan Pasa'min
olduraldugane dair bir haber bekleyen Sipahiler, Mahmud
Pasa'mn da lagkirtmalariyla, “Can Padisah-1 alem-penah, ber-
miiceb-i fetva, Hasan Pasa'yr katl eylemedi, biz kendimuz
[sarayna] varup, onda katl ideruz" diyerek, ikindiden itibaren,
pasanin saklandigi Atmeydani'ndaki sarayin etralinda ve
Arslanhane énunde toplanmaya basladilar.

Hasan Pasa, asilerin saldiracaklarini onceden ogrenmis ve
gerekli savunma tedbirlerini almisti. Saray kapilarinin sikica
kapatilmis oldugunu goren asiler, vaktin aksama yaklasmas
sebebiyle, pasay1 6ldurme isini sabaha birakip dagildilar. Bunu
firsat bilen Yemisci ise gece karanligindan istifadeyle hemen
Yenigeri Agalarimin oturduklar: Aga Kapisi'na sigindi. Artik
Istanbul'daki en 6nemli askeri gig olan Yenicerileri de arkasina
almis olan Hasan Paga, Yeniceriler agziyla saraya bir telhis
gondertti ve bu telhiste Mevlana Mustafa Efendi'nin seyhilislam
olmasim énerdiler3?. Ayrica Veziriazam Hasan Paga vezirlere,
uleméa mensuplanna, cebeci, topcu gibi askeri simflannagalarina
hitaben “Her kim ki, padisah-1 zill-ullah hazretlerine 1ta'at
tigredir, yat 1 yaraklari ve semsir-i berraklari ile ale's-seher
Sitleymaniyye-haremi'ne geliap, hazir ve ne ferman ohnursa

. nazir olalar. Bir ak¢adan, yuzbin akcaya dek dirligi olanlar,
* tahallif ihitmali olmaya” yazili buyruldular gondererek, sabah
i batan techizatlanyla Suleymaniye Camii avlusunda hazir
¢ bulunmalarin emretti. Sabah namazindan sonra Suleymaniye

. Camii etrafinda toplanmaya basladilar. I11. Mehmed Yenigerilere
gece vakti, Paganin yanina gelerek onunla kisa bir goriigme

hitaben gonderdigi hatt-1 hamayanunda, “Siz ki yeniceri

: . helal olsun. Aba'-i kiram ve ecdad-1 izamum zamanindan bu
haber gondererek, gece vakti rahatsiz etmek istemedigi icin

ana gelince, sizden hiyanet sadir olmayup, da'ima riza-y

| serifiimiiz fizresiz. Haliya dahi sizden muradum budur ki, girii

gerceklesmedi. Zira Paganin muhalifleri de bu arada bos !

Bu def'a dah] beniim hayr-du'am alasiz” diyerek askeri Hasan
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Pasa'ya destek vermeleri yonunde tesvik etti®®, Bu Hatt-1
Huméyanu buyuk bir sevingle karstlayan Yeniceriler Padisahtan
Seyhulislami azletmesini, Kaymakam Mahmud Paga'min
katledilmesini istediler ve Atmeydani'nda toplanmus olan asilerden
oldaralmesini istedikleri kisilerin bir listesini hazirlayip asilere
gonderdiler. Bu arada yeni Seyhulislamdan da asiler aleyhinde
bir fetva alind1?.

Padisahin hatunt ve Seyhulislamun fetvasini bildirmek ve teslim
olmalarnt istemek tizere Hasan Pasa asilere birkag araci gonderdi
ise de muspet bir sonug alamadi. Hatta Atmeydani'ndaki asiler
gelen aracilara, “Matlab olan zorbalar: virmediler. Ciimlemiiz
lartlmak ca'izdir, virmeziz. Padisah-1 Cem-cah ciimle-i sipahdan
gececeh degal a!" seklince kargilik verdiler. Bu cevaplar uzerine
Hasan Pasa Yenigerilere ve diger taraltarlarina hazir olmalarini
ve Istanbul kapilarinin da kapatulmas: emrini verdi. Bundan
sonra kapali kapilar arasinda Istanbul'un her kosesinde adeta
asi avi bagladi. Aksama kadar sokaklarda kanh ¢arpismalar
yasandi. Guneg batarken sehrin her bir kogesinde Sipahilerin
cesetleri sokaklan doldurmaktaydi. Sehrin kapilan da kapah
oldugu igin o guan cesetler disan gikanip delnedilemedi.

Aksam oldugunda Hasan Paga, yine Yeniceri Agasinin dairesinde
kald1. Ertesi gin ust dazey devlet ricali ile birlikte Cuma namazim
kilan Yemisci Hasan Pasa, énce 111. Mehmed'in huzuruna ¢ikarak
gelismeleri padisaha arzewi. Daha sonra da nisanlis1 Ayse Sultan'in
sarayinda istirahata ¢ekildi. Bu sirada Atmeydanmi'nda, pasanin
taraftarlart ve Istanbul halk: tafekler aup, cesitli senlikler
yapmaktaydilar.

Isyan silah zoruyla basunldikian sonra zorba basilar birkag gun
icinde saklandiklan yerlerde bulundular ve sorguya ¢ekildikien
sonra da ibret-i alem igin katledildiler. Yemisci Hasan Pasa,
zorbalarin isyanini, basta Yeniceriler olmak tizere, diger askeri
gacan desteini alarak bertaral etmeyi basardi. Ancak daha
sonra bu gact kendi gikarlan igin kullanmaya kalkinca idam
edildi. Yenigeriler, Hasan Pasa'nin azledilmesine itiraz ettiyseler
de padisahin kararh tutumu karsisinda [azla srarct olmadilario.

Yemis¢i Hasan Pasa ve muhalillerinin iktidar micadelesi
yazunden karg: kargiya gelen Yeniceriler ve Sipahiler bundan
sonra en kagik bir kivileimda silahlanni birbirlerine ceker hale
geldilert!. Bu iki gurubun, bagkalarinin ¢ikarina hizmet eden
mucadeleleri Istanbul'a yanginlar, depremler ve diger dogal
afetler kadar zarar verdi.

II. Osman'in Katli (1622)

18 Mayis 1622'deki Istanbul isyam, sonuglan itibariyle Osmanh
tarihinin en feci isyanlarindan biridir. Devrin hakamdan II.
Osman'in bazi icraan*? asker, Ulema ve halk arasinda
hognutsuzluga yol agmig, butan itirazlara ragmen sultanin hacca
gitmek icin Uskadar'a gecmesi bardag) tagiran son damla olmustu.
Isyan bayragini agan Sipahi ve Yenigeriler once Suleymaniye
Camii'nin avlusunda toplandilar. Burada biraz bekledikten sonra
Atmeydani'na dogru hareket ettiler. Atmeydani'nda sadece

3

Ol

 askerler degil, ilmiye mensuplar ile Istanbul halkinn bir bolamu

' de bulunuyordu. Kalabalk hep bir agizdan padisahin hacca
gitmesini istemediklerini soyluyorlardi. Padisahin hocasinin,

- kazlar agasinin ve veziriazamin, padigahi kota yola sevkettikleri
icin katledilmeleri gerektigi yonunde Seyhtulislam Esad Efendi'den

- bir fetva aldilar. Fetvay: alan askerler, vakit kaybetmeden
Atmeydam'na gittiler. Besiktag'tan yeni hareket etmis donanma
askerleri de sehirdeki garaltayn duyunca karaya yanasular ve
kapilar kapah oldugu igin surlann uzerinden atlayarak asilere
kauldilar. Gitgide daha da kalabaliklagan asileri yaustirmak icin
Veziriazam ve Yenigeri Agasinin gonderdigi aracilar, asiler
tarafindan taslanarak meydandan kovuldu3,

Asiler, sikayetlerini iletmesi i¢in veziriazam ve padisalin hocasi
Omer Efendi'nin konaklarina gittiler. Ancak Omer Efendi
konagnin kapilanm kapatu ve gizli bir yerden qikarak konaktan

ruzaklagti. Askerler de zorla konaga girdiler ve ne varsa
yagmaladilar. Daha sonra veziriazam konagina gittiler. Fakat
burada silahli askerlerle karsilagtiklar igin igeri giremediler.
Cinka asilerin bircogunun yaninda silah yoktu. Silahsiz fazla
bir sey yapamayacaklarim anladiklan ve aksam da yaklastig)

|igin ertesi gan par silah olarak toplanmak tzere karar aldilar
ve sonra da dagildilar.

Padisah, durumun kotuye gittigini gorance hacdan vazgecti.

" Ancak oldarilmesi istenen kisileri vermeyi reddetti. Bu arada
asker arasinda, “Sultan Osman Han Hasbagce'de ve tasra

" baggelerde olan Bostanct taifesini saraya getirmis ve Cebehane'den
silahla donadhp kul taifesini kirmaga amade olmuslar ve on aded
darbzen getiirtmis” dedikodusu hizla yayildi. Yine birileri
tarafindan bostanc: askeri arasinda da, “Donanmaat Yeniceriler
gemilerine Tophane'den toplar koyup derya canibinden saray
duvarlarim yiksalar gerekdir ve kara canibinden baki sipah ve
yeniceri hazir u mitheyya olmuglardir kim merdivenlerle saraya
yurayiis ideler” soylentisi yayildi*. Boylece her iki asker birbirine
kars: kigkirtihyordu.

| . 5 s
| Asiler, isyanin ikinci giina 6nce Yeniodalar'da, daha sonra Fatih

* : Camii'nde toplandilar, ardindan sehrin dort bir yanindan

Atmeydani'na dogru akn ettiler. Ulemadan birkag kisi, asilerin
isteklerini padisaha iletmek icin saraya gonderildi. Aracilar,
asilerin katledilmelerini istedikleri kisilerin isimlerini havi bir
kagidi padisaha verdiler ve “Padisahim istediiklerun vir, yoksa
hal harab olup sehir garet u tarac olur” dedilert3. Ancak II.
Osman, asilerin éldarilmesini istedikleri kisileri vermemekte
diretti. Heyetin, “Padisalim kul taifesi cemiyet eylediklerinde
istediklerin alirlar. Atalarimzdan dahi istediklerin almiglardir,
Simdi dahi anlar istediklerin alirlar. Heman sehir yagma olmadan
istediklerini ver” demesi uzerine padisah, “Evvel sizi kirarim,
sonra onlart kirarvm. Onlann tedariki goriillmistir” seklinde
sert bir cevap verdi6. Ancak II. Osman bu cevapla kendi sonunu
hazirlamaktayd.

Atmeydani'nda heyetin getirecegi cevabi bekleyen kalabahk,
- uzun zaman gecmesine ragmen icerden kimse ¢ikmayinca saraya
- yoneldi. Ancak daha once asker arasinda yayilan bir soylentiye
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gore sarayda bostancilar silahh olarak hazir oldugu ve toplar
da bulundugu icin iceri girmekte tereddut ettiler. Ne yapacaklanni
tartisirken Sipahilerden biri Ayasofya Camii'nin saraya bakan
minarelerinden iceriyi gozleyebilecekleri ve neler olup bittigini,
soylendigi gibi bostancilarin ve toplarin hazir bekleyip
beklemediginin 6grenilebilecegini soylemesiyle sorun ¢ozuldu.
Camii'nin minarelerine ¢ikan gozculer, Topkap: Sarayi'nda
soylendigi gibi bostanci askerinin hazir olmadiginmi meydandaki
kalabahga bildirince asiler onde tafekliler olmak tizere hemen
sarayin icine akin ettiler. Saraya girenler arasinda silahsiz olarak
isyana kaulan cebeci, topgu, acemi oglam ve sehir halk: da
bulunuyordu. Kisa zamanda Topkap: Sarayr'nin birinci ve ikinci
avlusu asiler tarafindan kugauldi. Isyan eden asker ve halk, “Ser
ile Dilaver Pasa'y isteriz. Ser ile darussaade agasin isteriz. Ser
ile haceyi isteriz” diye baginrken, bir grup da silah atmaktayd.
Yaklagik ti¢ saat bekledikten sonra ugtnct avluya girmeye karar
verildi. Uciinca kapimin girisinde kaguk caph ¢auslar yasansa

da asiler Harem'e kadar girmekte fazla bir gigluk yasamadilar. |

Bu arada kalabaligin arasindan biri “Sultan Mustafa'y: isteriz”
diye bagirdi ve artk herkes bunu soylemeye basladi. Simdi
askerlerin yeni bir gayeleri vardi: II. Osman'i devirmek ve onun
yerine 1. Mustafa'y1 tahtta gikarmak.

I. Mustafa, Harem'deki odasinda kapah tutuldugu igin asiler
once odanyn yerini buldular. Fakat kap: agilamadig igin Harem'in
causina ¢ikular, Bu arada “Sultan Mustafa Han" isteriz” seslerine,
yerini belirtmek isteyen 1. Mustafa da, “Siz beni isterseniz. Ben
de sizi isterim” diye karsihik verdi. Sehzadenin hangi odada
oldugunu anlayan askerler ellerine gecirdikleri balta ve kazmalarla
odanin tavaminda bir delik actilar. Ancak agagya inecek merdiven
olmadig icin bulduklan perdeleri ip olarak kullandilar ve agagiya
inmeyi basardilar. Askerler ¢atidan asag indiklerinde Sehzade
Mustafa bir koseye ¢ekilmis Kur'an okumaktaydi. Askeri goriince
ilk istegi icecek su oldu. Cunka a¢ gandir su igmemistit?,
Getirilen suyu ictikien sonra 1. Mustafa'y1 yine acilan delikten
cauya cikartip, Arz Odast'na yerlestirdiler. Bu arada 1. Mustafa'nin
Eski Saray'da bulunan annesine de gelismelerden haberdar
etmek tzere haberciler gonderildit8.

Asiler gehirdeki konaklan yagmalayp, hapishaneleri bosaltular.

Geng Osman durumun vahametini kavrayinca veziriazam ve |

Kizlaragasim askere teslim etti. Ancak bu kisileri pargalayarak
olduaren asiler tatmin olmamusti. Padisahin yeni atadig veziriazam
ve Yeniceri Agasim da kabul etmeyerek, onlarin evlerine
saldirdilar. Askerler, 1. Mustafa'yr padisah olarak tamdiklanm
ilan etmislerdi. Ulema heyeti, nce bu degisikligi kabul etmeye

yanasmadi. Fakat asiler kil zoruyla bu engeli de kolayca asmayr |

bildiler5049, 1. Mustafa herhangi bir saldini ihtimaline kars: Eski
Saray'a, oradan da Orta Camii'ye goturaldu. Sarayda tek basina
ve garesiz bir durumda kalan Sultan Osman Uskuadar'a gecerek,
Bursa'ya gitmek istedi. Maiyetindekiler ise Aga Kapisi'na
siginmasin tavsiye ettiler. Padisah, isyana Sipahi ve Ulemanin
da katnldigim ileri siirerek bunu kabul etmediyse de, daha énce
sarayin kapilanm agik birakan gizli el kagmak i¢in kullanilabilecek
kayik da birakmamisti, Bu durum karsisinda Yenigeri Ocagina

1

&

siginmaktan bagka bir ¢aresi kalmayan Il. Osman, yats
namazindan sonra Aga Kapisi'na gitti.

Yenigeri Agas: Ali Aga, askere padisahin vaatlerini bildirmis,
onlar da goranaste bunlan kabul eumis gibi davranmislardi.
Fakat Ali Aga ertesi sabah Orta Camii'ne askere bahsis vaadi
i¢in geldiginde sozlerini bitirmesine firsat verilmeden oldaraldu,
Bu sirada 1. Mustala'nin annesi kontrolu eline almaya baslamus,
yeni bir Veziriazam ve Yeniceri Agasi tayin etmisti. [l. Osman'in
yerini bulan askerler onu oradan alarak, bag acik ve sirinda
sadece bir entari bulundugu halde Orta Camii'ne gotardiler.
Geng Osman zorla gotaralarken tarihteki en ibretli feryatlardan
biri olan su sozleri soyluayordu: “Agalar bilmezlikle size cefa
ettim ise afv idan! Siz etmen! Diin sabah padisah idim. Simdi
iryan kaldim! Merhamet idip halimden ibret alun. Diunya size
dahi baki kalmaz!"50. Padisahla birlikie Aga Kapisi'na siginan
Veziriazam Ohrili Haseyin Pasa kagmaya ¢ahisirken sokak
ortasinda katledildi. Yeni Veziriazam Davud Pasa, Geng Osman"
hemen oldiarmek istediyse de, Yenigeri ileri gelenleri ona engel
oldular. Geng padisah hapis tutuldugu yerdeki bir pencereden
askere hitap etmisse de, asiler aruk onu Halife ve Padisah olarak
istemediklerini, ancak oéldurtlmesine de rizalarinin
bulunmadigin soylediler.

1. Mustafa saraya gotarulerek, cultis merasimi yapildi ve o ganka
Cuma namazinda hutbe yeni padisahin adina okundu. Bu
olaylara sahit olan Tarihgi Pegevi, 1. Mustafa Topkap: Sarayi'na
gotaralurken sehrin sokaklarinda mahseri bir kalabahk
toplanmis, hatta yolun kenarlan doldugu i¢in insanlar yolu
goren camilere doldurmuslardi®!.

Boylece isyan neticesinde bir padisah 6nce tahtan indirilmis
ve sonra da acimasizca katledilmisti. Gunlerce stiren isyan
Istanbul'un bir¢ok yerinin harap olmasina ve asayisin
bozulmasina da neden olmustu. Bundan da kotasa daha sonra
I1. Osman'in kanim dava eden kisiler Anadolu'nun muhtelil
yerlerinde isyan bayragni kaldirdilar ve tlke bayuak bir kargagaya
saruklendi. 11. Osman'in katledilmesi ¢agdas kaynaklarda bile
kabul edilemeyecek bir facia olarak anlaulir. Asiler, bu hadiseyle
birlikte Osmanh tarihinde ilk defa bir padigahin feci bir sekilde
olduralmesine sebep olmuglardi. Bu feci hadisenin suglusunun
Ulema m yoksa Yenigeri ve Sipahiler mi oldugu Sultan Osman'in
katlinin sonrasinda tartistimaya basland.

IV. Murad ve Isyan (1632)

Istanbul'da isyamn hakim oldugu dénemlerden biri de 1V.
Murad'in saltanaunin ilk yillandur. IV. Murad, kacik yagsta tahta
cikug icin padisahhgimin ilk doneminde devlet idaresine hakim
olamadi. Bu durumu firsat bilen asiler de Istanbul'u kargasaya
suruklediler.

Yenigeri ve Sipahilerin bagin gektigi asiler, IV. Murad déneminde
ilk olarak 10 Subat52 1632'de isyan ettiler. Veziriazam Husrev
Pasa'min azledilerek yerine Hafiz Ahmed Paga'nin getirilmesi,
veziriazamliga sira itibariyle kendisinin mistahak oldugunu

)
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dusinen ikinci vezir Recep Pasa'yr rahatsiz etti. Recep Pasa, -

Sipahileri Hafiz Ahmed Pasa aleyhinde bir isyana tahrik ettigi
gibi, mazul Veziriazam seven Kapikulu sinifini da kendi yanmina
cekti’3,

Asiler Atmeydani'nda toplanip, Husrev Paga'nin azledilmesinin

olunmazsa ahval miiskil olur, nizam-1 devlet mitzzmahil olwr”
diyerek Hafiz Paga'nin askere verilmesinde 1srar etmesi tizerine,
IV. Murad bu istegi yerine getirmek zorunda kaldi.

- Halz Ahmed Pasa'min asilere teslim edilmesinden baska bir
' arenin olmadig1 yonunde karar alinmas: tizerine, Uskidar'a

sorumlusu olarak gordukleri Seyhulislam Zekeriyazade Yahya |

Efendi, Veziriazam Hafliz Ahmed Pasa, Delterdar Mustafa Pasa,
Yenigeri Agasi Hasan Halife ve Musahib Masa Celebi gibi
padisahin yakininda bulunan on yedi kisinin kendilerine teslim
edilmesini istediler. Ancak IV. Murad, isyamn ilk iki gana
istenen kisileri vermedi. Saraya hiicum eden asiler her defasinda,
“Bu gun sabredin yarin cevap verilir” diye savusturuldular.

‘Ancak bu vaadin bir tarla gergeklesmemesi tizerine asiler G¢tnca |
gun zorla Bab-1 Humayan'dan igeri girip, Orta Kapi'ya kadar |

ilerlediler ve Ulemay: da yanlanna davet ettiler. Vezir Bayram

Paga, bir adamim olup biteni anlatmak ve emin bir yere
saklanmasini tavsiye etmek tizere Veziriazam Hafiz Ahmed |

Paga'ya gonderdi. Bayram Paga'min adami, Divan toplantisina
kaulmak tzere saraya gelen Hafiz Ahmed Pasa'ya Arslanhane
civarinda tesaduf euti ve paganin tembihlerini veziriazama iletti.
Ahmed Paga, bu tavsiyeleri tebessimle dinleyip, aum yine saraya
dogru sardi.

daha yeni ulagmus olan veziriazam, Topkap: Sarayi'na geri
getirildi. Bu arada padisah Babussaade'den ¢ikip, tekrar ayak
divani kurdurdu. Isyan eden askerleri yine ikna etmeye cahsti
ama nalile. Hafiz Pasa, kendi kellesinin bahane edilerek devletin
itibanmn nasil ayaklar alina ahndigim gorunce, once abdest
ald1 ve Babussadde'de durdu. Padisahin nasihatlarimin asiler
tarafindan dinlenmedigini gortince, asilerin arasina daldi. Birkag
dakika sonra veziriazamin paramparga edilmis cansiz bedeni
yerde yatmaktaydi. IV. Murad dahi bu duruma dayanamayarak,
makremesini yazane tutup agladi. Daha sonra “Bre Hak'tan
korkmaz, peygamberden utanmaz, ser'a ve padisaha boyun egmez
zalimler” deyip kalkip yine iceriye gitti®>. Asiler bu arada
padisahdan baz sartlara uyacagina dair yemin alip36, Receb
Pasa'y1 veziriazam tayin ettirdiler.

Mart ayina kadar Istanbul'da ara ara kaguk isyanlar yasandi.

! Halk evinden bile ¢ikamaz hale geldi. Esnal dulkkanlanm giinlerce

Veziriazam Bab-1 Haimayan'dan igeri girince avludaki askerler

ikiye ayrildi. Ahmed Paga, askerin kendini selamlamak tzere
boyle davrandigi zanmiyla, iki tarafina selam vererek yoluna
devam etti. Birden bire kalabaliktan birisi “Bre urun” diye
bagirinca pasa ve maiyetinin Gzerine her taraftan tas yagmaya

basladi. Ahmed Pasa, atindan yere yuvarlandiysa da |
. eden asiler 11 Mart 1632'de Istanbul'da yine bujyuk bir isyan

maiyetindekilerin cevvalligi sayesinde sarayin i¢ kismina girdi.
Disandaki arbede sirasinda mucevvezesi basindan dusup, kaftam
da pargalandig! igin ustanu degistirip, hemen IV. Murad'in

huzuruna ¢iku. Padisah olup bitenleri duyunca, Veziriazam
| Mustafa Pasa, Yeniceri Agasi Hasan Halife ve Musahib Musa

Hafliz Ahmed Paga'ya gizlice Uskudar'a kagmasim soyledi.
Veziriazam Yal: Késku'ne inip bir kayikla Uskadar'a firar eyledigi
sirada, asker Orta Kapi'dan igeri girmisti. Asiler kisa surede
Divan" kusaup, IV. Murad" ayak divanina cagirdilar. Tahu
disan kurdurtan padisah, asilerin isteklerini sordu ve gelen
cevaplar tzerine ortam yausurmak istediyse de asker “Elbette
verirsiz paralanz, yoksa is gayri olur” diyerek padisahin uzerine

agmadi. Agmaya cesaret edenlerinki ise yagmalandi. Bu durum
yaklasik bir ay boyle devam etti ama bu sure zarfinda asiler,
herhangi bir saldin tehlikesine kars: kalabalik gruplar halinde
gezmekteydiler. Padisah divinina ve diger devlet dairelerine
toplu halde gidip gelmekteydiler57.

Tokat'ta bulunan Serdar Hisrev Pasa'nin katledilmesini bahane
baglattilar. Recep Pasa da asileri tahrikten geri durmuyordu.
Sipahiler ve Yeniceriler Atmeydam'nda toplamip, saraya yuraduler.
Ayak divinina ¢itkmaya zorlanan 1V. Murad'dan, Deflterdar

Celebi'nin baglan istendi. Asiler, sehzadelerin de hayatta

- olduklanmn delili olmak uzere kendilerine gosterilmesini talep
 ettiler’8. Hatta, “Bu dediklerimizi bize vermezsen sen bize
padisahhga lazim degilsin” dediler. Asilerin 1sran tzerine Bayezid,

yarada. IV. Murad, bu durum tzerine ayak divanin iptal ederek

Harem'e girdi. Asiler de padisahin ardindan Harem'e girmek

istediler, ancak kapilar kapauldigs igin muvaffak olamadilar ve

“Padigahim, madem ki bu on yedi kisiyi bize vermezsin biz
isimizi biliriz” diyerek saga sola saldirmaya bagladilar. Naima,

askerin aganca ganka isyamm II. Osman'in katledilmesinde |
- uger, dorder bin kurus verilecegi vaat edildi.

yasananlara benzetir54.

Sultan, bu gelimeler uzerine devlet erkanu ile tekrar istisare |
sirada hava bozdu. Oyle bir kar yagmaya baslad: ki, tek bir insan
i Atmeydanr'nda duramadh. Ister istemez Yeni Cami tetimmelerine,

yapti. Bu istisarede Receb Paga'min “Padisahum bu miifsidleri
teskin lazimdur ve illa bir vecihle cevablar mamkan degildir.

Eger ben kulunu dahi isterlerse ver ki, kul efendisi yoluna kurban
ola-gelmigtir. Kul istediklerini ala-gelmislerdir, padisahan-.
- gun sonra da asilerin istedikleri kisiler saklandiklan yerlerden

selefden dahi ala-gelmislerdir. Bir kag bendeniz gitmege nesne

lazim gelmez. Amma Hakh saklasin eger bu bed-haylar teskin
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Suleyman, Kasim ve Ibrahim adh sehzadeleri bulunduklan
daireden disan gikarttiran IV. Murad, bu defa bu sehzadelerin
hayatlarma dokunmayacagina dair kefil gostermesi talebiyle
kargilasti. Seyhilislam Ahizade Huseyin Efendi ile Veziriazam
Recep Pasa'min kefil olmay: kabul etmeleriyle sehzadeler tekrar
dairelerine gonderildi. Ayak divam bitince asiler, Istanbul
sokaklannda Mustafa Paga, Hasan Halife ve Musa Celebi'yi aramaya
basladilar. Her tarafa minadiler cikanlarak, bu kisileri bulanlara

Ertesi gin de Atmeydani yine asilerle bastanbasa doldu. Ama o

Mehterhane ayvanina ve Ayasofya ¢arsis: dukkanlanna doldular3,
Havanin bozmasiyla isyan daha fazla yayilmadan sona erdi. Birkag

ikanlarak, cesetleri Atmeydani'na asildi.
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Mart'in sonlarina dogru Saka Mehmed, Cin Ali, Calik Dervis,
Yemisci Mustafa, Salih Efendi ve Mahmud Agaoglu'nun basim
cektigi Sipahi zorbabasilari bir araya gelip, kendi canlanm ve

- geleceklerini garantilemek icin IV. Murad" tahtan indirmeyi
kararlagtirchlar. Asilerin bagt Rum Mehmed, boyle bir hareketin
devletin sonunu getirecegini soyleyerek bu fikre kars1 giku,
Ancak digerleri el alundan Yenigerileri de kendi yanlarina cekip,
dasunduklerini gerceklestirmek istediler. 1V. Murad taraftan
olan Yenigeri Agasi Kose Mehmed Aga, Yenicerileri Sipahilerin
emellerine alet olmaktan uzak tutmay1 basardigy gibi, olup biteni
padisaha da haber verdi. Rum Mehmed ile Kése Mehmed Aga'mn
gayretleri sayesinde Istanbul yeni bir Il. Osman vak'asindan
kurtuldu®?,

=1V. Murad, butun hukamdarhg boyunca zorbalarn devleti ne
hale dasarduklerini hi¢ unutmad: ve 1632'de otoritesini
kurduktan sonra en kugulk bir ihmali veya asayigsizligi en agir
sekilde cezalandirdi. '

Sultan lbrahim’in Katli (1648)
Istanbul icin bahtsiz zamanlardan biri de Sultan Ibrahim'in
tahttan indirildigi ve Sipahiler ile Yenigerilerin sehir ortasinda

silahh catismalara girdigi donemdi. Sultan lbrahim'in baz icraat |

asker arasinda hosnutsuzluklara yol agmaktaydi.

Veziriazam Ahmed Pasa, bu ortamda oglunu evlendirmek i¢in
buyuk bir dagan tertip etti. Dugane Yeniceri Ocagimn ileri

gelenleri de davetliydi. Ahmed Pasa, agalan gecenin ilerleyen

saatlerinde bir operasyonla oldartmeyi planlamisti. Ancak tedbiri

elden birakmayan agalar yanlarinda, silahlan gizlenmis Yeniceriler

getirdiler. Ahmed Pasa'min adamlanndan Receb adh biri gizlice
agalanin yamna gelerek kendileri igin hazirlanan tuzag: haber
verdi. :

Daginua terkeden agalar ertesi giin Orta Camii'nde toplamp,
veziriazamin azledilmesi gerektigine karar verdiler. Ulemamn

toplandilar. Camide bir toplant daha dizenleyen Yeniceri ve

Ulema, Veziriazamn azli konusunda bir kez daha anlagmaya

varch. Ancak agalarin duganu terketmesinden sonra camimin = Sipahiler gelen nasihatgilere kendi ve ¢cocuklarinin haklannn

*tehlikeye girdigini anlayan Veziriazam ¢oktan sehirden aynlmsti.
Sultan lbrahim, Fatih Camii'ndeki kalabahgin dagilmas: icin
adam gonderdiyse de, asileri ikna etmeyi basaramad. Kalabahk
aksam uzeri tekrar Orta Camii'ne dogru hareket etti. Yenigeri
ileri gelenleri ve Ulema, kendi aralannda Sofu Mehmed Pasa'y1
yeni veziriazam ilan ettiler.

Sultan, yeni Veziriazam ile gorugmek i¢in Sofu Mehmed Paga'yr
saraya davet etti. Mehmed Pasa, meydana gelen son hadiseleri
anlatinca Sultan lbrahim sinirlendi. Kendine hakim olamayarak
Mehmed Paga'ya, “Bre koca képek, Veziriazam olmak igin kulu
tahrik ettin, bu cem'iyyet ber-taraf olduktan sonra goresin senin
hakkindan gelirim” dedi ve kendine hakim olamayarak pasaya
iyi bir yumruk atti. Camim padisahin elinden zor kurtaran
veziriazam dogruca evine kagti. Veziriazamhk muhrana de,
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Orta Camii'de haber bekleyen Yeniceri Agalarina gonderdi.
Olup bitenleri 6grenen agalar, daha radikal bir karar aldilar.
Artik yeni hedefleri Sultan Ibrahim'i tahttan indirip, yerine
Sehzade Mehmed'i gecirmekti.

Sultan Ibrahim'in Sofu Mehmed Pasa'ya atug yumruk, padisah
icin sonun baslangiciydi. Valide Kosem Sultan'la da anlasan
asker, Sultan Ibrahim'i tahtian indirdi ve 8 Agustos 1648'de IV.
Mehmed'i tahta gikardi. Aruk Istanbul igin yeni kargasa ve

- isyanlar kapidaydi.

Devrik padisah, Harem'de bir odaya hapsedildi. Ancak Sultan
Ibrahim'in a1 feryatlan Enderun halkim derinden etkilemekteydi.
Hatta askerlerden bazilarinin, “Bu ne demehtir? Bir padisah-i
zisam goz gore gore tahtindan ettirip diri mezara kodular, bir
ma'simu tahta gecirdiler. Bunun ni'metine miistagrak olup, simdi
feryad u figammn isitmekten bize 6lmek yegdir. Hemen ittifak

_ edip, tasra ikarip, cults ettirmek tedarithanii gorelim” diyerek

Sultan Ibrahim'i yeniden tahtta gikarmak istedikleri dedikodusu
yayilmisti. Yeni bir fitne ¢tkmamasi icin Yenigeriler ve Ulema,
Sultan ibrahim'in 6ldarilmesi gerektigine karar verdiler ve
Seyhiilislamdan da “Manasib-1 ilmiye ve seyfiyyeyi chline
virilmeyip, riasvetle na-ehle tevcih itmekle nizama helal viren
padisalun hal'i ve izalesi ca'iz olur mu. El-cevab: Olur" seklinde
bir fetva aldilar6!. Sultan, “Benim ekmegimi ve nimetimi
yiyenlerden bana aciyan kimesne yok mudur? Beni goz gore bu
zalimler katl ediyorlar, eman!” diye bagirarak yardim istemesine
ragmen feci sondan kurtulamadi ve Kara Ali'nin ellerinde 18
Agustos 1648'de kapah tutuldugu hucrede can verdi62.

Bu feci olayin uzerinden fazla bir zaman ge¢gmeden Istanbul'da
bu sefer daha buyuk bir askeri isyan patlak verdi. Veziriazam
Sofu Mehmed Pasa'nin devlet kurumlarindaki aksakliklan
gidermek igin yapug bazi icraatlanndan ve Kethuda Mehmed
Aga'min hapishanelerdeki birkag suclu Sipahiyi katletmesiyle
“Bunda bizi kirmaga bagladilar. Sonra nevbet size dahi deger"s3
diyerek rahatsizhklanm dile getiren Sipahiler 25 Eylul 1648'de

destegini de arkalarma alan Yenigeriler Fatih Camii'nde | Uskudar'da isyan bayragini agulars*, Veziriazam, Yeniceri

Agalann ve Ulemay1 konagna toplayarak, asiler hakkinda neler
yapilabilecegini gortsta. Once Uskiidar'a nasihatgiler gonderildi.

yenildigi, Sultan Osman'in nzalan hilafina katledilmesine ragmen
tasrada sultan katili damgas: yedikleri ve haksiz yere
katledildikleri yonunde cevaplar verdiler®, Daha sonra birkag
defa daha anlagsmak igin aracilar gonderildiyse de, Sipahiler
isteklerinde 1srar etmeye devam ettiler. Bunun tzerine artik
veziriazam i¢in fazla secenek kalmamisti. Yeniceri Agas
Muslihiddin Aga'y1 konagina davet edip, Yenigerilerin kendisini
destekleyip desteklemeyecegini sordu. Agadan olumlu cevap
alan veziriazam, Uskuadar'daki Sipahilere kendilerini
ilgilendirmeyen islere kangmamalan gerektigi yonunde mektup
gonderdi. Paralarimin da gelecek sene verilecegini vaat etti.

Sipahiler, bunun nzerine boluk boluk Istanbul'a gegmeye basladi.
Sultan Ibrahim olduareli yaklasik iki ay olmustu. Sultanin
olduralmesini tasvip etmeyenler hem Istanbul'da hem de tasra
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da bunun intikamimi almak igin bir firsat gozluyorlard.
Sipahilerin Istanbul'a gecmesi onlara istedikleri firsat verdi.
Gozu donmug Sipahileri kendi saflarina katmaya basladilar.
Uzun suredir zor sartlar alunda yasayan Galata ve lbrahim Pasa
Sarayr'ndaki acemi oglanlan da Sipahilerin Istanbul'a gelmesini
firsat bilip ayaklandilar. Isyani basurmalk icin Atmeydani'na
gelen Yeniceri Agasi, eline gecirdigi bir acemi oglanim dévmeye
baslayinca, diger acemiler aganin tzerine saldirdilar. Boylece
Istanbul'da ganlerce meydan ve sokak savaslanina neden olacak
isyan basladi. Yenigeri agasi, isyancilann saldinsma dayanamach
ve askerlerini geri ¢cekmek zorunda kaldi. Enderun acemi
oglanlan da isyan ettiler ve elci ham ile sehirdeki bazi binalari
ele gegirdiler, Haua hapishanedeki suglular bile Sipahi yazilarak
asilere kauldhlar, Girit'e gonderilen askerler de Istanbul'daki
isyan haberlerini duyar duymaz Silivri'den geri donup, Elgi
Ham ve Atmeydam'a yerlestilero7,

Asilerin liderligini Biytkh Mahmud adh bir Sipahi yapiyordu.

Biyikli Mahmud, 6nce Sultanahmet Camii yakinlannda bir hana

yerlesti. Veziriazam Mehmed Pasa, Biyikli Mahmud ve adamlarna
ulafeleri ile birlikie aracilar gondererek, diger isteklerinin de
zamanla yerine getirilecegini vaat etti68,

Birkag gun daha Veziriazam ve Sipahiler arasinda aracilar gidip
geldiyse de bir sonug alinamadi. Hatta Veziriazamin anlagmak
i¢in aracilar gondermesi sipahileri daha da cesaretlendirdi.
Sipahiler, Yenigerilerle aralarmin bozulmamast icin de, “Padisah
katlinde sun'umuz olmadigina dair ser't hiiccet isteriz ve illa
bizim yenigerilerle ve baska bir himse ile kavgamiz yoktur"®?
demekteydiler.

24 Ekim 1648'de Istanbul'a akin eden Sipahiler bir kez daha
sehirde buyuk bir isyan baslatular. Once “ayak divam” yapilmasim
istediler. Ama bu istekleri kabul edilmedi. Daha sonra guglerini
arturmak igin Yenigerilere de kendilerine kaulmay: teklif eutiler.
Bu istek de ocak agalan tarafindan kabul gérmedi. 26 Ekim
1648'de butan acemi oglanlart ve Anadolu Sipahileri
Atmeydam'nda toplandilar. Asilerin lideri konumundaki Biyikh
Mahmud, Yeni Camii Imareti'ne bir boluk sipahi yerlestirdi.
Sofu Mehmed Paga, isyamin giderek 6niintin ahnamaz bir duruma
geldigini gortnce hemen Yenigeri Agalan ve onde gelen Ulema
ile yenigeri odalarinda bir araya geldi: Ulemadan fetva alinip,
fetvanin aluna da, sonra itiraz ederler endigesiyle, konaktaki
onde gelen Ulemaya tek tek imza atunldi’°,

Asiler, kendileri aleyhinde buyuk hazirhklar yapildigs,
katledilmelerine cevaz veren bir de fetva ahndigimi 6grenince
yavas yavas Atmeydami'ni terkettiler. Biyikli Mahmud da
Uskadar'a kagu. Istanbul sokaklari birkag gan eski sakinligine
kavusmustu. Yenigeriler, sadrazamun ve asilerin oldaralmesine
fetva veren ulemanin evlerini, bir saldin ihtimaline karsi, gece
gundaz koruma altinda tutuyorlardi.

Atmeydam numayisinin uzerinden bes gun gecmisti ki,
Veziriazam Sofu Mchmed Pasa'nin, Biyiklh Mahmud'un teslim
edilmesini istemesi asileri yeniden harekete gecirdi. Gece devriyesi
gezen Yenigerilerin, Sultanahmet Camii civarinda Sipahi

kiyafetindeki ug kisiyi yakalayip, ertesi gin bunlan $ehzade
Camii énunde asmalan ve Sipahilerin oturduklan hanlan basip
onlan tutuklamalari, sonmek uzere olan isyam yeniden
alevlendirdi. Sipahiler, yine isyan karan aldilar. Ertesi giin “Vezir
ve muftlyi éldurmedikce bize rahat yoktur” diyerek
Atmeydani'nda bir araya geldiler. Sehir hallkim da silah zoruyla
Sultanahmed Camii iginde topladilar.

Sipahilerin Atmeydani'nda toplandigim haber alan Veziriazam,
hemen Yenigeri odalarna gitti ve o gece orada kaldi. Ayrica
buatan Istanbul kapilarmin kapatilmasini emretti. Ancak Sipahiler
Ahir-Kapt'yi zorla agurdilar ve Uskidar'da saklanmakta olan
zorbabagi Biyikh Mahmud'a haber gonderdiler. Padisaha,
“Padigalim bizi yeniceriye lurdirmak isterler, bize bir bi-garaz
vezir nasb olunmak rica olunur” yazili arzuhaller gonderdiler.
Sultan 1IV. Mehmed de bunlara cevaben, “Yeniceri ve sipahi
kullarim birbiriyle savasip diismanhk ettillerine rnza-i hiimayan
yohtur. Nihayet siz cemiyeti dagitin ben sonra ikisini dahi azl
ederim. Hatirvmizi hos tutun” yazih hatt-1 hamayan gonderdi.
O giin fazla bir olay yasanmad ve Sipahiler geceyi Sultanahmet
Camii'nde gegirdiler.

' 28 Ekim'de Sipahi ileri gelenleri, sikayetlerini iletmek uzere

padisaha bir heyet gonderdiler. IV. Mehmed, gelen heyete, “Ben
kullarimin niza ettiklerine ve birbirine kilig t;e'ktiklerine razi
degilim. Uygun olan kim ise vezir etsinler” diye cevap verdi.
Sipahi temsilcileri, bu hatt-1 hiimayinu Orta Camii'de bulunan
Sofu Mehmed Pasa'ya gonderdiler. Sadrazam da, “Emir
padisahindir, Oray: agalar bilir, Eger azlimizi makul gorarlerse
muthru teslim edelim” dedi. Ancak Ocak Agalan, “Bundan sonra
vezir ve miftinin katline degil, azline bile razi degiliz. Hicam
ile padisah emri ¢ikartmak ne demektir! Tiz dagilsinlar! Ve illa
elimizde olan fetva ile hepinizi kiranz"7! diyerek Sipahilere
goz da@ verdiler. Butan Yenigeriler silahlarini kugandilar ve
“Bu cenge hazir olmayan, kendi kafir, avreti bostur!” seklindeki
fetvayr aldikian sonra diger askeri gruplan da kendi yanlarna
davet eutiler. Bu arada son bir defa nasihat etmek uzere
Sultanahmet Camii'ndeki Sipahilere araci olarak deveciler
corbacist Mehmed Aga gonderildi. Ancak caminin etrafinda
siperler olusturan Sipahiler Mehmed Aga'yr konusturmadan
katlettiler”2, Bunu 6grenen Yenigeriler mahseri bir kalabahkla
Sultanahmet Camii'ne dogru harekete gegtiler. Yenigeri birlikleri
Elci Ham'na geldiklerinde ug kola aynldilar. Askerlerin bir kism
Ayasolya tarafina, bir kisrm da Kadirga'ya gonderildi. Geri kalan
Yeniceriler ise Divanyolu'ndan Atmeydani'na dogru ilerleyecek,
boéylece Sultanahmet Camii'nde bulunan asiler tg koldan
ablukaya alinacakui.



Sipahilere isyandan vazge¢meleri i¢in son bir heyet daha
gonderildi. Fakat asiler heyettekilerin tizerine saldird: ve bazilarim
oldururken, bazilarim da agir sekilde yaraladilar. Yenigeriler,
bunun uzerine Ayasofya Camii tarafindan Sipahiler uzerine
yurayuse gectiler. Ancak daha 6nceden buradan bir saldin
olacagni tahmin eden Sipahiler, yogun ok saldinsiyla bu taarruzu
geri puskurttaler’3. Sipahilerin bu ani saldins: Gzerine geri
¢ekilmeye baslayan yeniceriler bazi komutanlarimin
cesaretlendirmesiyle tekrar taarruza baslayip, ikinci hicumda
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Sipahileri paskurttuler. Tek ¢areyi Sultanahmet Camii'ne |
siginmakta bulan Sipahilerle Yeniceriler arasinda siddetli bir |
silahl catisma yasandi. Aksam karanhg ¢okerken yenigeriler |

caminin i¢ine girmeyi basardilar’, Yenigeriler camiinin i¢ine
girdikten sonra Sipahilerin ¢ogunu kiligtan gecirdiler. Asilerin
lideri Biyiklh Mahmud ise kargasadan istifadeyle ¢oktan
Ahirkapr'dan Uskudar'a kagmisti.

Sultanahmet Camii, yapildig giinden beri ilk defa boylesine
kanh bir carpismanin sahidi olmustu. Sahidi olmakla kalmayp,
bizzat yaralanmusti. Yeniceri ve Sipahilerin kargiikh tafek auslan
camiinin kap: ve pencerelerinde buytk hasar meydana getirdi.
Bu kursun izleri uzun bir siire hadisenin elim birer sahidi olarak
camiinin muhtelif yerlerinde gorulebildi.

Ertesi giin camide ve meydanlarda 6ldaralmus olanlann cesetleri,
varsa akrabalan tarafindan alimirken, akrabast bulunmayan iki
ytzden fazla Sipahinin cesedi, “Asi” olduklarina hukmedilerek

cenaze namazlan kilinmadan denize auldilar’. Bu isyan |

konusunda Naima'nin su degerlendirmesi hadisenin arka plamm
gozler onune serer: “Velhasil, cihan gormiis iki ihtiyar, devletin
kanatlar olan iki kul arasina, gizli oyun ve ayrilik hilesi ve

diismanlik sokup, kendileri bela tehlikesinden emin kaldilar"76.

Bu isyanda Sipahilere, Yenigeriler eliyle, agir bir darbe vuruldu,
ancak devlet gorevlilerini endigelendiren yeni bir durum ortaya
cikmisti. Nufuzlanm kaybeden Sipahiler karsisinda yeniceriler
daha da guglenmisti ve bu durum gelecekte biyuk tehlikelere
yol agabilirdi. Bunun énunii almak ve Sipahilerin daha fazla
ezilmesini 6nlemek igin yenicerilere, “Liizumu dolayistyla oldu,

yaramazlar cezasin buldu. Padigah, kulundan vazgecmez.

Sipahiler de bizim kardesimiz ve seferde ve sulh zamaninda
yoldaslarnmizdir. Bundan sonra her kim anlara dil uzatip Loti
soylerse hic aman vermeden haklindan gelinip denize atilir.

Herkes edebi ile gezip laf atmaktan kat' olarak cekinsin” seklinde

nasihatlerle gozdag verilmeye ¢ahsildi. Fakat artik “ocak

apalarnimin biyigini balta kesmez” olup, veziriazarm kontrolleri

altina almglardi7.
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soyle izah eder: “Korkut Celebi'nin ise bilginligi ve ser't ilimlerde derinlegtigi tarusimaz

olmalda birlilte onderlik iginde, milla ve orduyu zaptetmede ve yigitlik ve hakam

vermede gicit ve olgunlugu yoktu. Aynca nesli kesikti. Seckinler tarafindan teyid

edilmektedir ki, milk ve saltanat hep seleften halefe, babadan ogula gegmekutedir
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(bl Tansel, 11, Bayezit, 5. 306).

Yavuz'un, Sultan II. Bayezid tarafindan nasil padisah ilan edildigi hususunda

gagdas kaynaklarda farkl bilgiler bulunmaktadir Bh. Tansel, Sultan II. Bayezit,

5. 299-306). Tanscl, bazi kaynaklarda Sultan Bdyezid'in tahti hendi nzas: ile
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Olaylara bizzat sahit olan Peguylu ise Husrev Pasa'mn azledilip sonra da
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Rebellions and Fminont in

the

Ottoman Age

Eminoénu witnessed many big and small insurrections after

Istanbul became the capital of the Ottomans. These insurrecrions

sometimes reached such an extent that sometimes heads of

grand viziers were cut off, or sometimes sultans were forced to

dethrone and killed. When an insurrection outbroke, it was

really hard to put it down and rebels, expect for a few exceptions,

managed to hang on the heads of those they wished to be killed.
Insurrections continuing sometimes for hours, sometimes for

days, even for months put people of Istanbul through frigthening

days, and daily life was completely paralyzed.

Especially Atmeydani was a place identified with the
insurrections of Otornan period. That square was an important
place where entertainments were held during both Byzantine
and Ottoman period, ceremonies were held, people settled
their accounts with each other, legitimation of dynasty were
discussed, executions of administors were critized loudly, and
where soldiers and different groups drawn their swords to each
other and shoot up when the city doors were closed; where
mutual [etvas abated each others arbitrament; where all these
sometimes caused a Sultan to be deposed and even be killed;
where these caused the assassin of some statemen, or led to
prosperity of some others; in brief where “everything was
done for continuation of state and provision of justice”, and
accounts were settled.
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Especially the two chapels Hagias Sophia and Sultanahmet

Mosque in Atmeydam and also Topkap: palace which was the |

center for administrative mechanism were effected most from
these insurrections, For example, since Hagias Sophia Mosque
is close to Topkapi Palace and its minarets seeing the palace are
suitable for observing what was going on in, they were used by

soldiers to observe the palace secretly during the insurrection

in which Osman 11 were killed. Moreover, Sultanahmet Mosque

was perhaps the mostly damaged chapel during these

insurrections. Since it was the place where rebels waited for the
news from the Palace, and sometimes where rebels were sheltered,
it witnessed bloody clashes and even got its share of bullets of
soldiers during these clashes and carried these bullet marks for
years a blot of the insurrection. Doubtlessly the focal point of
insurections were Topkap: Palace.

Big insurrections occured in Eminoni town between the years

1481-1648 were told in chronological order below.

Deatht of Conqueror and Insurrection (1481)

The first insurrection in Istanbul was experienced when the

Conqueror of city Sultan mehmet Il died. In order to organize |
an expedition against Mameluk State, Sultan Mehmed the
Conquerqr stayed at the head of the army despite of his disease,
and departed from Istanbul on 27 April 1481. He departed |

from the city riding his horse to show people and soldiers that |

he was still a powerful commander bearing up the unbearable |
pain. When Sultan arrived in Uskadar, his disease progressed -

so much that it did not allow him to get up. While doctors were
making use of their all facilities to heal the Conqueror, soldiers
had to wait in Uskidar for a few days. As soon as the drugs
givento Sultan relieved his pain a little, soldiers were ordered
to move forward. However, when they reached to around
Hiunkar Cayin in the vicinity of Gebze, the Conqueror went
into a coma again, and despite of all the efforts of doctors he
passed away in the midafternon on 3 May 1481.

High level administrators was immediatly informed on death |

of the Conqueror, What would be lived afterwards would change | forgave the soldiers who facilitated his acceding to throne. Thus,

depending on the administration ability of statemen. Sultan had Istanbul lived the first one of insurrection serials which it would

! face with [requently.

two sons; his older son Beyazid was 33 years old and governor

of Amasya and younger son Cem was 22 years old and governor |
of Konya. Grandvizier Karamani Mehmed Pasha immediatly
sent messengers the two princes and informed them about their |
- (1512)

father's death and told them to return to Istanbul as soon as
possible. The prince who would arrived in Istanbul earlier
would accessto throne. Until one of the princes access to throne,
death of the Conqueror should have been withheld especially
from soldiers. The corpse of the Conqueror was immediatly
returned to Istanbul with an excuse that Sultan had to go to
bath and he was put in Topkap: Palace. In order to prevent
soldiers being informed about the death of Sultan and causing
an anarchy in Istanbul, their enterance was forbidden. Some
of the soldiers and Infantry units who were left in to protect
the city were sent away with an execuse to repair bridge of Fil

Cayin river and to dig necessary dikes. Moreover city doors
were closed, maritime vehicles travelling between Uskudar and
Istanbul were brought to Eminona!.

Soldiers learned rhe death of Sultan a few days later and made
incursion into Istanbul by means of fishing boats they could
have seized. Especially Kapikulu soldiers looted Istanbul, which
was expressed as “eyyam-1 fetret"2, “Janissary cuts your head
off"3 in the sources of the time and which was like as in metaphor
by Nesri “how a hungray wolfl attacks a lamb they attacked
Istanbul in the same manner"+. Supporters of Prince Bayezid
supported the insurrection by soldiers, Supporters of Sultan
Cem, the biggest obstacle for Prince Bayezid to accede to throne
had to hide in mansion of Grand vizier Karamani Mehmed Pasa.
However, after a short while, soldiers walking in the streets
shouting “live long Beyazid”, attacked the mansion of Mehmed
Paga. They caught Pasa, who was hiding in the hall, and cut
him into pieces and then put his head on a spear and showed
it around the city; they looted his mansion and took charge of
his property>.

Ishak Paga, one of former grand viziers left as guard in Istanbul
by the Conqueror began to spend money for soldiers and had
the situation in hand in a very short time®. Ishak Pasa as being
a supporter of Prince Bayezid led his son prince Korkud, who
was 11 years old, to accede to throne as acting Sultan on behalf
of his father. Therefore, insurrection of soldiers was eased a
little.

Prince Bayezid came to first Uskadar with his 4 thousand
attendants on 26 May 14817 and then to Istanbul with boats
and welcomed by soldiers and pulic with great enthusiasm.
Bayezid 11 went on shore in mourning clothes and entered into
Istanbul delivering money to soldiers. Craftsmen and persons
ol prominence spread out valuable carpets and clothes for new
Sultan, poured gold and silver in dishes full®, Janissaries waited
for new Sultan in front of Bab-1 Hamayun'un, which was the
main entrance of the Palace. Soldiers apologized from Beyazid
11 for killing Grand vizier and looting the city. Then Sultan

Insurrection Led Yavuz Sultan Selim to Accede to Throne

For election of president, a system could not have been
established in Turkish states. All male members of dynasty had
the right to be ruler?. This uncertainty always caused throne
struggles. It was the most important reason for Turkish State's
breaking up and collapse. Those using various tools and persons
to be Ruler killed the other sultan candidates first in order to
ensure their throne. Rulers, if they could manage to stay at
throne until they got old, tried to prepare the most suitable
circumstances for the prince that he loved most among his sons
to make him accede to throne. However, since there was not
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a certain law to specify the order to accede to throne, struggle

for throne restarted after death of Sultan. It was possible to see |
| Sultan. Prince Ahmed arrived in Gebze!3 in the shortest time

princes who started insurrection even when ruler was alive. If
impetuous princes lost the struggle, they were jugulated with
oily lasso.

Due to the uncertainty in the system of acceding to throne, the
most important throne struggle was experienced between Bayezid
11 and his son Prince Selim known as the Grim. In Ottoman
history, for the first time, a son dethroned his father with the
force of soldier and accedes to throne instead of him.

dethrone.

Five of eight sons of Sultan Bayezid 1l died during Sultan's
lifetime. Bayezid 11, also with directing of some statesmen,
wanted Ahmet!9, one of his three sons alive Ahmed, Korkud
and Selim, to accede to throne after him. However, Prince
Ahmed could not have gained in popularity among soldiers due
to his not being bold and his unskillful acts during Sahkulu
insurrection. Moreover, Prince Korkud, who was one of leading
scientists and poets of the time, wished to accede to throne but
he did not have much chance. Prince Selim, the governor of
Trabzon, was the youngest alive son of Bayezid II. Even though
he did not have too much supporters among statesmen, he was
liked by soldiers due to his sharp character.

Prince Selim followed closely the political atmosphere in Istanbul.
In order to reach Istanbul in the shortest time and accede to
the throne upon his father's death, he tried to be assigned to
the governorship of a state in Thrace, his wish was not accepted.
Upon this, Prince Selim left Trabzon and first went to the
Crimean, Kele, next to his son Suleiman, He came to the Thrace
with his son Suleiman and the troops he supplied from the

between the two parties despite of messengers, Bayezid Il came
at the head of his army and came across his son around Edirne:
However, at that point, Begs of the Thrace mediated and
persuaded Sultan to give Semendire, Alacahisar and 1zvornik
states o his son and prevented a possible war. Bayezid 11 also
signed a convention not to assign Prince Ahmed as crown
prince!l. However, Sultan was not intending to quit his dreams
about Ahmed easily despite of this convention. He convened
Begs of the Thrace and got a promise from them not to object

1

nin bagkentl...

Bayezid 11, who gained the battle, invited his son Ahmed, whom
he loved very much, to Istanbul in order to declare him the

! and waited there for the news from Istanbul. By the way,

significant decisions were made in Divan (council) on how

! Prince Ahmed could be declared Sultan, and Prince invited in
' Istanbul arrived in Uskudar without any loss of time.

Janissaries displayed red flag on 21 September 1511, when
they learnt Prince Ahmed was invited to Istanbul to accede to

. the throne and at that moment he was in Uskidar, and moreover
Furthermore, Sultan Selim was the first and last prince to rebel |
and succeed, and Bayezid 11 was the first Sultan forced to |

statesmen supporting Ahmed uttered defamatory words!*
against them. And firstly they hang on the doors of statesmen

' naming them dog such notes stating “You are not regardful against
| us and try to bring Prince Ahmed, you use the metaphor for us that

dogs bite bone. Know that we are not dog but men like lion, and we

' need heads to feed. We swear we cut off your heads all, just know

that™13. Later on they organized a meeting and expressed clearly
that they did not want to see Prince Ahmed as Sultan!6, They
spread into streets after the meeting, and chanted that “God
God, show us the power of Prince Selim and lack of foresight
of his enemies".

Hence, mass and disorder started to rule in Istanbul. Soldiers
who wanted Prince Selim to accede to the throne, seized all
transportation vehicle in Bosporus in order to prevent Prince
Ahmed to pass to Istanbul from Uskudar. Soldiers, who were
not put up with this, looted the mansions of Hersekzade Ahmed
Pasa, Grand vizier, Koca Mustafa Pasa, second vizier, Hasan
Pasa, General Governor or Thrace, Kadiasker Mueyyedzade
Abdurrahman Efendi and Tacizade Cafer Celebi, the marksman,
who were the supporters of prince Ahmed and demanded
Sultan to had them murdered. Prince Ahmed learning the
insurrection in Istanbul returned to Gebze from Uskudar and

; : | waited there for a few days and then moved towards Konyal7.
Crimean Khan. Since an agreement could not have been reached | ¥ y

At that time some statesmen sent Prince Korkud some letters
stating that “well, that was the situations about Prince Ahmed. You
are also son of Sultan Bayezid Khan. You had windfall and sultanate
has passed to you. We have no complain and doubt that sultanate
issue is under responsibility of and depends on great efforts and
valuable attention of soldier. It is not allotted especially without the
initiative of janissaries. If you trust in God, disguise, arrive at a

| desolated time, hide in janissary rooms, behave humbly and want

the sultanate of Prince Ahmed. Sultan was preparing to withdraw |

from sultanate for his son Ahmed. But janissaries said that they
would not like another sultan while Bayezid I was alive, and
did not accept that situation. Prince Selim suffered from the
latest developments, convened his army and trooped away
towards Istanbul. Father and son came across in Kanigdiran
Valley in the vicinity of Corlu. Troops of prince could not have
resisted too much across those of Bayezid 11 and scattered in a
short time. In spite of this defeat, popularity of Prince Selim
was not decreased among soldiers and he withdrawn back to
Kefe!2.

to be included in them, possibly you would be Sultan or agreed
commander to be sent against Prince Ahmed™® and invited him
to come in Istanbul secretly and encouraged him to draw soldiers
aside and accede to the throne. Prince Korkud encouraged with
this letter arrived in Istanbul secretlyl® and sheltered in
janissaries?0, Although janissaries respected to the Prince, they
clearly said Prince Korkud that they would like to see Prince
Selim as Sultan?!,

By the way janissaries and pedestrians units forced Sultan
Bayezid to assign Prince Selim as commander to them and sent
Prince the letters subscribing their support for his acceding to
the throne; “our Sultan believe that everybody pray for you and




Zulusiararasi
pozyumu

emindni sem,

want you to accede to the throne ...22" . Bayezid 1l informed that
he was assigned the commander of soldiers in a statement and
invited the Grim in Istanbul and needed to clarify that Prince
Korkud arrived in Istanbul without permission and there was
no assassination plot against him or trick behind this?3,
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Upon this invitation letters of Sultan and soldiers Prince Selim |

arrived in capital city in a very short time despite of all though

conditions of winter and settled in Yenibahce. Later on, came

to the palace to kiss the hand of Sultan Bayezid and expressed
his loyalty and then went back to Yenibahge. However, at that
moment janissaries were seething. Soldiers stating that blind

excuses that Sultan was too old to go on an expedition, terror '
caused by Safavids in Anatolia and struggle between princes
came in front of Topkapi Palace, and expressed that they |

would like to see Prince Selim as Sultan. They sent a group
of representatives composed of ten people to Divan and
expressed their wish there. All the statesmen especially new
Grand vizier Mustafa Paga realized the importance of the
stituation as soon as possible. Mustafa Paga went to Sultan in
order to tell him the developments. After Sultan Bayezid

learned what happened and what soldiers wanted, said that |

“However I am alive, you could not grant my Sultanate to someone
else”. When Grand vizier Mustafa Pasa heard that answer, he
said “Powerful Ruler! We ate your bread and salt, let us benefit
Jfrom it. They will send us to the countryside”, Sultan asked, “If
I did not give my throne, would they murder me?". Then, Grand
vizier clearly summerized everything as “No they would not
murder you, they would dethrone you by pulling from one end of
your caftan with a spear"24.

investigation, and had the heads of Mustafa Aga, the janissary
agha and Haydar, the minister of foreign affairs, who were
found to agitate soldiers cut off immediatly. Upon the rapid
and though intervention of Sultan in the event, insurrection
was alleviated before it spread out?7.

Incident of General Governor (1589)

After Istanbul was saved [rom [acing with an insurrection
at the last moment due to accession gratuities during
acceding of Selim 11 to the throne, no big conflict was
experienced in the city. However, on 2 April 1589 Kapikulu
soldiers rebelled not to accept to be paid with low-value
money. This rebellion was different [rom the former ones
from one aspect. Soldiers came in front of Topkapi Palace
and, for the first time, sent a list to the palace and wanted
the heads of Dogancit Mehmed Pasa, general governor of
Thrace and Mahmud Pasa, the Chiel Chamberlain.

Lowering the standard of money day by day decreased
purchase power of Ottoman money in the market and mostly
soldiers on salary; in short Kapikulu soldiers were affected
negatively by this. Since craftsmen in Istanbul did not want
to shop with low-value money, kapikulu soldiers got into a
fix. Janissaries who did not have patience any more, explained
their situation firstly chief religious officer and than Grand
vizier, however; as they could not have acquired what they
wanted they gathered in front of the palace for a solution.
Even they occupied external and internal courts of the palace

| and attacked to Divan. They threw stones to sermonizers

Prince Selim came in front of the palace with janassaries and |

sipahis on 25 April 151225, Until then Sultan Bayezid
understood that here was nothing to do and in order to prevent
occurance of another insurrection, accepted the demands of
soldiers and declared his son Prince Selim as Sultan26. Therefore,
the internal upheaval in Istanbul which lasted almost for one
year between 1511 and 1512 ended up upon the declaration
of Prince Selim as Sultan.

Sultan Suleiman The Lawgiver and Insurrection (1525)
Janissaries rebelled once more in Istanbul in 1525 and

looted a big part of the city. Opponents of Grand vizier |
Ibrahim Pasa, who was climbing upward, agitated janissaries |

for rebelling using the advantage of Grand vizier's going to
Egypt to solve the problem of Ahmed Paga the betrayer in
1524, -

Sultan Suleiman had just returned from Edirne and arrived
in Kagithane. Jannissaries beneliting from the absence of
Sultan looted firstly the palace of Grand vizier Ibrahim
Pasa, mansions of leading statesmen, customs and houses
of public. Sultan Silleyman, who was in Kagithane at the
moment returned to Istanbul by sea as soon as he learned
about insurrection. Sultan firstly started a broad

%

sent by Murad 111 and they wanted the heads of Mehmed
Pasa, General Governor of Thrace and Mahmud Pasa, the
chiel Chamberlain, whom they regarded as main persons
responsible for lowering value of money.

Sultan was not supporting to murder the two statesmen.
He told rebels that he would free them and sent away
from the city. Some of rebels who rejected this threatened
Sultan to dethrone with the words, “Unless head of General
Governor reaches our hand, we would not go out of Divan
today, furthermore we would be more devilry and find a new
Sultan”28. Sultan understanding that rebellion would go
beyond, instructed that, “why internal infantry units and
Bostancis and Baltacis do not take their weapons, do not hear
my words”. However, leading statesmen realizing that
this would just lead to shedding blood of brothers but
nothing else persuade Sultan out of his decision and had
him accepted to give Mahmud Pasa and Mehmed Pasa Lo
rebels.

Chamberlain and General Governor ol Thrace were
submitted to rebels and executed immediately and then
soldiers surrounded the palace evacuated it slowly. Thus,
insurrection was alleviated upon sacrifice of some people
before it went beyond and Istanbul was saved from a disaster
by a fraction of an inch2,

|
|
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Incident of Yemisci Hasan (1603)
In 1603, Istanbul again fell into anarchy. Power struggle between

Grand vizier Yemis¢i Hasan Pasa and an opponent group led

by Mahmud Pasa, the governor of vizierate caused kapikulu
sipahis andn janissaries to come up against and then armed

conflicts were lived for days in streets of Istanbul.

On one hand, Celali Insurrections, turning Anatolia a fire place,
on the other hand war against Austria continued for years, led
to an day-by-day increasing disturbance in Istanbul. Especially
Kapikulu soldiers started to loud their voices. Firstly some
officers were changed and it was tried to provide the peace.
However; sipahis not being satisfied with this demanded Sultan

Mehmed 111 to convene Ayak Divan. Sultan accepted this |
- demand, had a throne established in the court of the palace,

and attended to this Ayak Divan with governor of vizierate,
chiel religious officer, kazaskers, leading scholars and other
statesmen. Katib Cezmi, Huseyin Halife and Poyraz Osman,
who were the speakers of restless sipahis, complained about
the desperate situation in the country and improvident statesmen
with though expressions, and wanted the criminals to be
punished immediately. Firstly Saatgi Hasan Pasa, who was
accused of and [reed from governorship of vizierate a few days
ago and imprisoned in Yedikule, was questioned. When Saatgi
proved that Sultan was informed about whatever he did, he

saved his head being cut off. Tirnakq Hasan Pasa, the Fourth |

Vizier, found to be guilty, was [orgiven with the intercession
of janissaries at the moment of execution. However, Gazanfer
Aga, the door agha and Osman Aga, the palace agha were not
as lucky as them. Both aghas were executed and Ayak Divan
was dispersed30.

When first sipahi movements were felt, Yemisci Hasan Pasa's

supporters who were in Istanbul sent letters to him when he

was in Belgrade [or winter, and wanted him to come back to
capital as soon as possible. Grand vizier, who realized that his
own position was also in danger, was set forth towards Harmanh
via Felipe without caring harsh winter conditions. However,

vizierate, visited Grand vizier Yemisci Hasan Pasa at night and
had a short meeting in order to avoid his getting suspicious
about him. After ashort while kazaskers visited Yemisgi, too.
Grand vizier sent a message to'Sunullah Efendi, the chief religious
officer, with kazaskers and notified that he did not visit him at
night not to disturb him, however; his first job would be to
visit him in the morning, thus he would like to meet him at his
convenience3, Unfortunately, this meeting was not realized in
the momning. Because opponents of Pasa did not wait until that
time and got a fetva about murdering Yemisci from the Chiel
Religious Officer.

When Mahmud Pasa, the governor of the vizierate, received the
fetva, he had the notes in the same meaning written and sent
them with an abstraction to Sultan Mehmed 111 with Kazaskers.
Upon learning the real purpose of Mahmud Pasa, who tried to
be sympathetic against him, Grand vizier Hasan Pasa also sent
an abstraction to Sultan and stated in this abstraction that this
conllict was because of Mahmud Pasa, and he delivered 30
florin to soldiers to agitate them, and il this was not prevented,
a big insurrection was going to break out in a few days. Moreover,
he demanded a reply [or his abstraction like that: “Whatever
Grand vizier does is done through my agency, and if he commits a
crime, I could handle with it. Why does another person interfere the
relation between me and my vizier? I never allow their intervention”,
In this abstraction, he did not neglect to add that janissaries
were going to act in compliance with him33. Then, Sultan replied
Lo the abstraction [rom the governor of vizierate in the way
specified in the abstraction by Yemisci¢. He ordered Kasim
Aga, the butler of door guards, to kill Mahmud Pasa and take
fetva and abstraction to Yemiggi Hasan Paga. Sipahis waiting for
news about death of Hasan Pasa [or a long time, started to

. convene around the palace in Atmeydam where Pasa was hiding

rivers were [rozen since it was winter and hence Hasan pasa |

had a very hard travel®!. Morova bridge was broken due to
freeze and thus Hasan Pasa had to pass over the frozen river32.

After a short while Yemisci Hasan Paga passed to Harmanli, he
arrived in Edirne and rested for a night there and then continued |

his travel. On the way to Istanbul he first heard that Gazanfer |
Aga and Osman Aga were murdered, and then he received |
another letter from his supporters in Istanbul®3. In the letter it

was stated that since city was surrounded by sipahis he had to
enter the city at night. In order to facilitate Pasa's entrance into
city, an agreement was made with door guards of Silivri door.
Hasan Pasa taking into consideration these warnings, decided
to travel on horse in order o be faster. At midnight he entered

into Istanbul from S_i!ivn’ door and went to his fiancée Sultan
Ayse's palace in Atmeydan which he thought was safer. He |

sent an abstraction to Sultan and inform him that he arrive in

Istanbul alive and healthy. Mahmud Paga, the governor of |

and in [ront of Aslanhane in the midafternoon saying that
olduraldugine dair bir haber bekleyen sipahiler, Mahmud
Pasa'nin da kigkirtmalaniyla, “Since required fetva of Sultan of the
world did not order the assassin of Hasan Pasa, then we will go [his
palace] and murder him”.

Hasan Pasa already learned about the attack of rebels and took
necessary defense precautions. When rebels saw that doors of
the palace were closed safely, and since it was almost evening,
they dispersed to reconvene in the moming and kill him. Yemisci
benefiting this using the advantage of darkness sheltered
immediately to Aga Kapisi, where janissary aghast lived. Hasan
Paga relying on janissaries who were the most powerful military
force in Istanbul sent an abstraction to the palace as it was
written by janissaries, and in this abstract they suggested that
Mevlana Mustafa Efendi could be assigned the chief religious
officer?”. Furthermore, Grand vizier Hasan Pasa sent written
instructions stating that “whoever is about to submit himself to
Sultan, they should come to Stileymaniye harem in the early morning
with their sword and scabbard and be ready and at disposal of. Those
having money between one to a hundred akge should not leave it
behind" to viziers, scholars, soldiers, aghast of different military
units such as cannoneer. And order them to be ready in the
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court of Silleymaniye Mosque in the morning with their
equipment. They started to convene around Siileymaniye Mosque
after the Moming Prayer. In his order written by himself, Sultan
Mehmed 111 told janissaries that “You are my janissary vassals,
I wish you be successful and honest, all my food would benefit you.
Since the period of my generous ancestors, you did not commit
treason, you were always assented. And now I wish you would |

wait for my consent and assist my Grand vizier, and struggle |
against these footpads together. Thus, I would pray for you” and |
encourage them to support Hasan Pasa?8. Janissaries who
were glad to receive such a letter from Sultan demanded
from Sultan to free the chief religious officer and murder
Mahmud Pasa, the governor of vizierate, and prepared a list
of people among rebels whom they wanted to be killed and
sent to rebels convened in Atmeydani. By the way, a fetva
was taken from the new chief religious officer to the
disadvantage of rebels'9.

Although Hasan Paga sent several mediators to rebels to
submit them Sultan's letter and fetva of chief religious officer |
and ask them to give in, he did not obtain positive results. |
Moreover, rebels in Atmeydani gave an answer like that “they
did not give the demanded despots. We are all ready to be killed
but we would not give. It is impossible for Sultan to relinquish
all of us!". Upon this answer, Hasan Pasa told janissaries and
his other $upporters to be ready and order to close the doors
of Istanbul. Afterwards, in every corner of Istanbul a hunt
for rebels started. Bloody clashes occurred until the evening.
Corpses of sipahis filled the streets of city while the sun set.
Since the doors of city were closed, corpse could not have
been carried out and buried that day.

. Assassin of Osman 1I (1622)

Istanbul insurrection on 18 May 1622 was the worst one
throughout the Ottoman history considering its results. Some
executions*? of Osman 11, Sultan at that time, caused discontent
among soldiers, scholars and public, and despite of all objections,
sultan's passing to Uskidar to go to pilgrimage was the straw

' that broke the camel's back.

| Sipahis and janissaries displayed red (lag first convened in the

court of Suleymaniye Mosque. Alter they waited there lor a
while, they moved towards Atmeydani. Not only soldiers but
also members of School of Sceince and some Istanbulites were
in Atmeydani. Crowd was shouting that they did not want
Sultan's going to pilgrimage. They provided a fetva [rom Esad
Efendi, the chief religious officer, about the assassin ol Hodja

. of Sultan, Kizlaragas: and Grand vizier since they directed Sultan

to wrong way. Soldiers receiving fetva went to Atmeydani
without loss of time. Navy soldiers who just moved from Begiktag
came close to shore upon hearing the noise [rom city and as

. the doors were closed, they climbed up the walls, passed other

side and joined the rebels. They threw stones and chased the
mediators sent by Grand vizier and janissary agha in order to
calm down the rebels who were getting more -‘crowded*3.

Rebels went to the mansions of Grand vizier and Omer Efendi,
hodja of Sultan, to inform Sulian about complains of them.
However, Omer Efendi closed the doors of his mansion and
escaped from the mansion from a secrete opening. Soldiers

i entered into the mansion using force and looted it. Then they

At night Hasan Paga stayed in the [lat of janissary agha.
Yemigci Hasan Paga attended Friday Prayer next day with
high level statesmen, but first he came before Sultan Mehmed |
111 and told him the developments. Then he went to the
palace of his fiancée Sultan Ayse and had a rest. At that time,
supporters of Pasa and Istanbulites were organizing festivals
and firing their guns.

' went to the mansion of Grand vizier. But they could not manage
. to enter as they faced with armed soldiers there, because most
- of rebels did not have gun. Since they understood they could

not do anything without gun and it was getting late, they decided
to convene next day with [ully equipped and then dispersed.

i Sultan seeing that everything was getting worse, quitted his

After the insurrection was calmed down by means of guns,
heads of depots were found where they hid in a few days
and questioned and then were killed as an example for
everybody. Yemis¢i Hasan Pasa succeeded to overcome the
insurrection of despots with the support of other military
forces and mainly janissaries. However, when he tried to use |
this power for his personal interest, he was executed.
Janissaries demanded Hasan Paga's being [reed but could not
have insisted against the stance of Sultan0,

Janissaries and sipahis who were came across due to power
struggle of Yemis¢i Hasan Pasa and his opponents, happened |
to prepare their sword for each other upon a slightest issue*!. |
The clashes of these two groups serving for the interests of |
others destructed Istanbul as much as fires, earthquakes and
other natural disasters.

decision to go to pilgrimage. However, he rejected to give in
those demanded to be killed. By the way a gossip spread among
soldiers that “Sultan Osman Khan ordered to bring Bostancis from
botanical garden and all the other gardens in the Palace and armed

- them and prepared to fight against vassals, and ten cannons were

brought, too." Again among bostanci soldiers that gossip was

spread, “Navy janissaries loaded cannons into their ship from
. Tophane and they would break down the walls of palace on the

seaside and the rest of sipahis and janissaries got prepared and were

| walking towards the palace with ladders from land.”** Therefore,

these two groups of soldiers were agitated against each other.
Rebels convened first in Yeniodalar on second day of insurrection
and then in Fatih Mosque. Afterwards, they made incursion to

. Atmeydam [rom different parts of city.
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Several scholars were sent to the palace to inform Sultan about
demands of rebels. Mediators submitted a list of those whom
rebels wanted to be killed to Sultan and added that “our Sultan
give in those whom they wanted, otherwise city would be ruined and
looted.™5 However, Osman Il insisted not to give in those wanted
by rebels. When delegation said that “Our Sultan when the vassals

they want. You should immediately give what they want before the
city is looted."6, Sultan replied “I would first kill you, and then
them. They are supplied with what they wanted” . However,
with this answer, Osman II caused his own death.

Crowd.waiting in Atmeydan for the answer brought by
" delegation directed to the palace as nobody came out although

a long time passed. However, according to a gossip spread
among soldiers that armed bostancis and canons were ready in
the palace, they hesitated to enter into. While they were discussing |
what to do, one of sipahis told that they could observe what |
was going on in the palace from one of the minarets of Hagias |
Sophia seeing the palace and whether armed bostancis and |
cannons were ready inside or not and thus problem was solved. |

Observers climbed up the minarets of the mosque and when = o ) ) )
they told the crowd that there were no bostaricis in the court . Al Aga, the janissary agha, informed soldiers about the promises
of the palace as it was mentioned, rebels, placing armed ones

in front row, attacked to the palace immediately. Among those = Flowever, Ali Aga was killed the following morning before

entering into the palace, there were cebecis, cannoneer, infantry |

units and Istanbulites who attended the insurrection without |
- started to gain control, and assigned a new Grand vizier and

| janissary agha. Soldiers finding where Osman II hiding took

gun. In a short time, first and second courts of Topkapi Palace
were surrounded by rebels. Soldiers and public rebelling shouted

their guns. After an almost three-hour wait, they decided to
enter into third court. At third door, slight clashes were occurred,
however; rebels did not face with difficulty to go forward as far
as Harem,

At that point, someone among the crowd shout at “We want
Sultan Mustafa” and then everybody repeated it. Now soldiers
had a new purpose: to overthrow Osman Il and raised Mustafa
I to the throne instead of him.

Since Mustafa I was kept in his room in Harem, rebels first

found his room. But they could not have opened the door, and
climbed up the roof of Harem. By the way, Mustafa I heard the !
cries that “We want Sultan Mustafa Khan”, and replied them |
“If you want me, I want you, too” in order to evince where he

was. Soldiers understanding in which room Prince was dig a
hole on the wall of the room with axes and picks. However,

same time, messengers were sent to Mustafa I's mother living
in Old Palace to inform her about the developments*®,

Rebels looted the mansions in the city and evacuated the prisons.
When Gen¢ Osman realized the importance of situation, he
gave in Grand vizier and kizlararagas: to soldiers. But rebels

gather they take what they want. They managed to take what they did not satisfied by cutting them into pieces. Then they did not
wanted even from your ancestors. Now they could also take what = 2ccept new Grand vizier and kizlaragas assigned by Sultan and

attacked their houses. Soldiers announced that they recognized
Mustafa I as Sultan. In the beginning, delegation of scholars
did not want to accept this change. But rebels managed to
overcome this difficulty easily with their swords*. Against a
possibility of any attack, Mustala I was first taken to Old Palace
and then to Orta Mosque. Sultan, who stayed alone and desperate
in the palace, passed to Uskadar, and then tried to go to Bursa.

His attendants suggested him to shelter Aga Kapisi (Office of
janissary agha). Sultan claiming that sipahis and scholars attended
the insurrection did not accept this. However, the secret hand
left one of doors of palace open before, did not leave a boat to
use to escape. Under these circumstances, no way was lelt
Osman II other than sheltering in janissaries, and he went to
Aga Kapis: after night prayer.

of Sultan, and they behaved as if they accepted these promises.

concluding his speech when he came to Orta Mosque to promise
gratuities to soldiers. At the same time, Mustafa I's mother

“We want Dilaver Pasa with evil. We want Palace agha with ' him from there to Orta Mosque and he was wearing just a dress-

evil. We want hace with evil.” and another group was firing - gown and his was bareheaded. While he was taking to forcibly,

| Geng Osman was uttering the most exemplary words in the

history: “Aghas if I crucified you unknowingly, please forgive me!
You do not! Yesterday morning I was a Sultan. Today I am naked!
Mercy, take me as an example. World will not even remain in
you!"50, While Grand vizier Ohrili Hiiseyin Pasa, who sheltered
in Apa Kapisi with Sultan, was trying to escape,he was killed
in the street. New Grand vizier Davud Pasa wanted to kill Geng
Osman immediately, leading janissaries prevented him. Although
Young Sultan addressed to soldiers from the window of his cell,
rebels said that they did not want him as Caliph and Sultan any
more, but they did not want to kill him either.

Mustala I was taken to the palace, accession gratuities ceremony
was held and khutba during Friday Prayer on that day was
given on behalf of new Sultan. Historian Pegevi witnessing these
events added that while Mustafa 1 was taken to the palace, a

" tremendous crowd gathered on the streets of the city, people

they could not have found ladders to go down, so they used

curtains as rope to go down and managed to go down. When
soldiers went down, Prince Mustafa was sitting on a corner and
reading Koran. When he saw soldiers he wanted to drink water,
because he did not drink water for three days*7. After he drank
water they gave, Mustafa I was taken from there to the roof
from the opening they dig and settled him in Arz Room. At the

filled even the mosques seeing road since streets were full5!.

Therefore, as a result of this insurrection, a Sultan was first
dethroned and then cruelly killed. Insurrection lasted for days
destructed many parts of Istanbul and caused-violation of peace.
But worse than this, those claiming the blood of Osman 11
displayed red flags in various parts of Anatolia and country was
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drifted to a big mass. Assassin of Osman II was explained as an
unacceptable disaster in contemporary sources. Rebels caused
the tragic assassin of a Sultan for the first time in Ottoman
history with this event. It was started to be discussed whether
the criminal of this tragic event was scholars or sipahis and
janissaries alter the assassin of Sultan Osman.

Murad IV and Insurrection (1632)

One of the periods when insurrection was sovereign in Istanbul
was the [irst years of sultanate of Murad 1V. Since Murad IV
acceded to the throne when he was very young, he could not
have mastered the administration of state during the first years
of his sultanate. Rebels using this advantage drifted Istanbul in
a mass.

period of Murad 1V for the first time on 10 February>2 1632.

Recep Pasa, the second vizier, felt discontent with assignment | “F ; i -
i with statesmen. In this consultation Receb Pasa insisted on

after Husrev Paga was [reed, because he thought that he deserved | giving in Hafiz Pasa to soldiers saying “My Sultan, it is neccessary

of Haliz Ahmed Pasa to the post of Grand vizier Husrev Pasa

emindnd: dinyamin bagkentl...

Sultan heard what happened, he told Grand vizier Hafiz Ahmed
Pasa to escape to Uskudar secretly. Grand vizier went to Chalet
on the shore and escaped to Uskadar on a boat. At the same
time, soldiers entered from Middle Door. Rebels surrounded
Divan in a very short time, and called Murad IV to Ayak Divan.

{ Sultan, who had the throne established outside, asked the
- demands of rebels and although he tried to provide peace upon

their answers, soldiers said “Of course you would give in, we

- will pulled them intor pieces, otherwise everything would

change” and came at Sultan, Murad 1V canceled Ayak Divam
upon this event and entered into the Harem. Rebels wanted to
enter to Harem after Sultan, however; they could not have
managed since the doors were closed and they started to attack
anywhere saying “Our Sultan, if you do not give in these

| seventeen persons, then we would solve it ourselves”. Naima
i resembles the insurrection on the third day to those what was
Rebels directed by janissaries and sipahis rebelled during the |

that post considering his turn. Recep Pasa both encouraged
sipahis to rebel against Hafiz Ahmed Paga and gained the support |

of Kapikulu units who loved the freed Grand vizier, as well3, |
| always got what they wanted, even from predecessor sultan. There

Rebels gathéred in Atmeydam and demanded the seventeen |

persons close to Sultan such as Zekeriyazade Yahya Efendi, the
chief religious officer, Hafiz Ahmed Pasa, the grand vizier,
Mustafa Pasa, the chamberlain, Hasan Halife, the janissaries
agha, and Musahib Misa Celebi, whom they consider to be
responsible for Husrev Pasa's being freed to be given in them.
However, Murad IV did not give in those they demanded on
the first days of insurrection. Rebels attacking to the palace
were parried saying “be patient today, tomorrow you will get
an answer” every day. But as this promise never came true,
rebels entered from Bab-1 Himaytn (main entrance) into forcibly

on the third day, went forward as far as Middle Door and invited |

scholars near to them. Bayram Paga, the vizier, sent one of his

men to Grand vizier Hafiz Ahmed Pasa to inform him about |

what happened and suggest him to hide. Man of Bayram Pasa |

came across with Hafiz Ahmed Paga, who came to the palace
to attend Divan Meeting, around Arslanhane and communicated
the warnings of Pasa to Grand vizier. Ahmed Paga listened to
these warnings with a smile on his face and rode his horse
towards the palace.

When Grand vizier entered from Bab-1 Himaéytn, soldiers in
the court divided into two groups. Ahmed Pasa thought that

soldiers divided into two to greet him, and he greeted them |
| Until March, small rebels sometimes occured in Istanbul. People

and went on his way. Instantly one among the crowd shouted
“let's throw” and stones were threw from everywhere to pasa
and attendants. Ahmed Pasa fell down from his horse back, but
managed to enter inside the palace thanks to his attendants'
being quick. At the riot outside, his turban fell down from his
head and his caftan was pulled to pieces, hence he changed his
clothes and came before Sultan Murad 1V immediately. When

lived during the assassin of Osman 154,

Upon these developments Sultan carried out another consultation

to calm down these perverters and it is impossible to reply them with
an alternative. Even if they demand me, your vassal,you should give
me in, because vassal was always sacrificed for his master. Vassals

would be no problem if your several slaves went. However, God
Jorbid, if these ill-mannered ones are not be calmed down, it would
be a difficult situation, state order would become wretched, and then
Murad 1V had to fulfill this demand.

When a decision was made about that there was no other
solution other than giving in Hafiz Ahmed Pasa to rebels, Grand
vizier, who was just arrived in Uskudar, was taken back to
Topkapi Palace. At that moment, sultan exited from Babussadde
(so-called the door of happiness) and had Ayak Divam
established. He tried to persuade the soldiers rebelling, however,
it was in vain. When Hafiz Pasa saw that prestige of state was
trampled by using his head as an excuse, first he made ritual
ablution and stand at Babussaide. He saw that rebels were not
listening to the warnings of sultan, and then he got into rebels.
After a few minutes, dead body of Grand vizier as cutted into
pieces was lying on the ground. Murad IV could not have beared
up this situation and held his handkerchief on his face and
cried. Later on, he shouted “You barbarian, be not afraid of God,
be not ashamed in front of Protpeth, do not obey sultan and sharia”
and entered in33, At the same time, rebels had sultan swear to
obey some conditions36, and had Receb Pasa be assigned Grand
vizier.

could not have got out of their houses. Craltsmen did not open
their shops for days. Shops of those so brave to open were
looted. This situation continued for almost one month, but in
this course of time rebels were strolling in crowded groups
against a possible attack. They were going to Sultan Divant and
other official offices all together¥7.
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Rebels using the excuse of assassin of Serdar Husrev Pasa being
in Tokat initiated another big insurrection in Istanbul on 11
March 1632. Recep Pasa did not stop at agitating rebels. Sipahis
and janissaries gathered in Atmeydamn and walked towards the
palace. Forcing Murad 1V to join Ayak Divani, they wanted the
heads of Mustala Pasa, the chamberlain, Hasan Halife, the

janissary agha, and Musahib Musa Celebi. Rebels demanded to |

see princes as a proof of their being alive3®, Even they said “If
you do not give us what we want, we do not need you as Sultan”.
Upon insist of rebels, Murad IV got out the princes named
Bayezid, Suleyman, Kasim and Ibrahim of the room where they
lived, however, this time they demanded Sultan to show a
guarantor of that he would not kill these princes. Ahizade
Huseyin Efendi, the chief religious officer and Recep Pasa, the
Grand vizier accepted to be guarantor and thus, princes were
sent to their room. When Ayak Divan ended, rebels started to
search for Mustafa Pasa, Hasan Halife and Musa Celebi in the
streets of Istanbul. Noisy advertisers were sent everywhere, and
an award of three or four thousand kurus was promised for
those to find these persons.

Next day Atmeydani was again filled with rebels. But at that
moment weather got worse. It started to snow so heavily that
no one could have stayed in Atmeydani. They inevitably sheltered
in Yeni Mosque dependencies, the court of Mehterhane (janissary
band building) and shops in Hagias Sophia Market®, Thanks
to harsh weather conditions, insurrection was ended before it
spread out. After a few days those demanded by rebels were
found where they hid and their corpse were hang on in
Atmeydan.

Through the end of March, sipahi despotes directed by Saka
Mehmed, Cin Ali, Calik Dervis, Yemisc¢i Mustafa, Salih Efendi
and Mahmud Agaoglu convened and decided to dethrone Murad
IV in order to guarantee their lives and future. Rum Mehmed,
head of rebels, claimed that such an event would prepare the
end of state and opposed this opinion. However, others secretly

away [rom being a mere instrument in the hands of janissaries,
and informed Sultan about what happened. With the efforts of
Rum Mehmed and Kose Mehmed Aga, Istanbul was saved from
another similar case of Osman 1160,

Murad IV never forgot how the despots destructed the state
during his period of sultanate, and after he established his authority
in 1632, he imposed penalty heavily even for a slight negligence
or disorder.

Assassin of Sultan Ibrahim (1648)

Grand vizier Ahmed Pagsa organized a big wedding [or his in
such an environment. Leading janissaries were also invited to
wedding. Ahmed Pasa planned to kill them with an operation
in the midnight. However, janissary aghas did not throw
prudence to the winds and brought secretly armed janissaries
with them. Someone so-called Receb, one of men of Ahmed
Paga, went secretly to aghas and informed them about the trap.

Aghast left wedding and next day met in Orta Mosque and
decided to free Grand vizier. Janissaries providing the support
of scholars convened in Fatih Mosque. Janissaries and scholars
organizing a meeting in the mosque came to agreement again
about freeing Grand vizier. However, after aghas left wedding,
grand vizier realizing the threat against his life left the city
immediately. Although Sultan Ibrahim sent a man to disperse
the crowd in Fatih Mosque, he could not have persuaded rebels.
The crowd again departed towards Orta Mosque in the early
evening. Leading janissary aghas and scholars announced Sofu
Mehmed Pasa the new Grand vizier among themselves.

Sultan in order to meet with new Grandvizier, invited Sofu
Mehmed Pasa to the.palace. When Mehmed Pasa told the latest
events occurred, Sultan Ibrahim got angry. Furthermore, he
said to Mehmed Pasa that “You old dog, you agitated the public
to be Grand vizier, when this nation is consumed I would sort out
you" and then he lost his control and took a swing at pasa.
Grand vizier, who saved his neck hardly from sultan, escaped
and directly went his home. Then, he sent the seal of Grand
vizierate to janissary aghast, who were waiting for the news in
Yeni Mosque. Aghast learned what happened and made a more
radical decision. At that time, their new goal was to dethrone
Sultan {brahim and announce Prince Mehmed the new Sultan
instead of him.

That swing taken by Sultan Ibrahim at Sofu Mehmed Pasa was
the beginning of the end for Sultan. Soldiers agreed with Mother
Sultan Késem and dethroned Sultan 1brahim and raised Mehmed

e el . .7 1V to the throne on 8 August 1648. Then, new insurrections
got janissaries their side, and tried to carry out what they planned. d confli he door for Istanbul
Kose Mehmed Aga, the janissary agha, succeeded to keep janissaries | AL eI WETE AL Tie COO IO S,

Overthrown sultan was imprisoned in a room in Harem.
However, cries of Sultan Ibrahim were influencing the people
living in the palace. Even a gossip was spread that some of
soldiers wanted to raise Sultan Ibrahim to the throne again
saying “what does that mean? They dethroned a sultan publicly and
put him in a grave alive, and raised an innocent man to the throne.
In the past we attained his food, now it is preferable for us to die
instead of hearing his cries. We should ally immediately, go to the
country and provide his raising to the throne”. In order to prevent

. the occurrence of a new conflict, janissaries and scholars decided

| toassassin Sultan Ibrahim and got a fetva from the chief religious
| officer like that “titles belonging to science unit and war unit are

One of the unfortunate times of Istanbul was dethronement of !

Sultan Ibrahim and clashes between sipahis and janissaries in |
- answer is: yes"61. Although sultan asked for help crying “Does
- anyone whom I gave food pity me? These despots are murdering me

the middle of city. Some executions of Sultan Ibrahim caused
discontent among soldiers.
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publicly, help!”, he could not have been saved from that tragic
end and he was killed by Kara Ali on 18 August 1648 in his
cellé2, "

Not so long alfter this tragic event, a bigger military rebel broke
out in Istanbul. Considering some executions of Grand vizier
Solu Mehmed Pasa, which he carried out to remove the defects
in official institutions, and assassins of a few criminal sipahis
in prison by Mehmed Aga, the Kethuda (major domo), sipahis
complained “They began to kill us. But your turn will also come”
63, and displayed red flag in Uskidar on 25 September 16486+,
Grand vizier convened janissary aghast and scholars in his
mansion and discussed what could have been done for rebels.
First advisers were sent to Uskidar. They gave the answer that
their own and their children's right were violated, they were
named murderer of Sultan although they did not show consent
to assassin of Sultan Osman and they were killed due to unfair
reasonsS?, Even though mediators were sent several times to
provide agreement, sipahis continued to insist. Then, no more
choice was left to Grand vizier. He invited Muslihiddin Aga,
janissary agha in his mansion and asked whether janissaries
would support him or not. Upon receiving positive answer from
agha, he sent a letter to sipahis in Uskadar stating that they
should not have interfere the issues, which were not their
business. And he promised that their salary would be paid the
following year.

Hereupon sipahis started to pass Istanbul in troops. It had been |

two months since Sultan lbrahim was killed. Those disapproving
the assassin of sultan were waiting both in Istanbul and in the
country for an opportunity to take revenge. Sipahis' passing to
Istanbul provided them the opportunity they waited for. They
started to get furious sipahis on their side, Infantry units living
under though conditions for a long time in Galata and Ibrahim
Paga Palace rebelled using the advantage of sipahis passing to
Istanbul. Janissary agha came to Atmeydam to appease the rebel
but he bit an infantry he found first, hence other infantries
attacked to agha. Therefore, a rebellion, which would cause

street fights in Istanbul for days, started. Janissary agha could |
not have borne up the attacks of rebels and withdrawn his |

soldiers. Infantry unit in the palace rebelled, too and seized Elgi
Inn and some other buildings in the city. Even criminals in

prison were registered as sipahi and joined to rebels66. As soon |

as soldiers who were sent to Crete learned about rebellion in
Istanbul, they returned from Silivri, and settled in Elgi Inn and
in Atmeydam®7,

A sipahi named Biyikh Mahmud was leading the rebels. Biyikh

Mahmud first settled in an Inn around Sultanahmet Mosque. |
Grand vizier Mehmed Pasa sent mediators to and salaries of |
Biyikhh Mahmud and his men and promised that their other |

demands would come true by the time®.

Although mediators were sent and received for a few days |
between Grand vizier and sipahis, they could not have reached |

a positive result. Moreover, sipahis encouraged with Grand

vizier's sending mediators to provide agreement. Sipahis, in
order not to get in conflict with janissaries, claimed that “we
{ demand a valid document proving that we did not intcrfere the
assassin of sultan and we do not inconflict with janissaries and any
other"®,

Sipahis made incursions to Istanbul on 24 October 1648 and
again initiated a big rebellion in the city. Firstly, they demanded
the organization of an Ayak Divam. However, their demand
was not accepted. Later on, in order to increase their power,
they purposed janissaries to join them. This demand was not
accepted by janissary aghas. All infantry units and Anatolian
sipahis gathered in Atmeydam on 26 October 1648. Biyikl
Mahmud, in a position of leading rebels, located a troop of
sipahis in dependencies of Yeni Mosque. When Sofu Mehmed
Pasa realized that rebellion grows such an extent that it could
not be prevented, he met immediately with janissary aghas and
‘leading scholars in janissary rooms. They got a fetva from
scholars and then had it signed by leading scholars in the
mansion at the moment in order to avoid their future objections?,

When rebels learned that big preparations were made against
| them and a fetva allowing their assassin was provided, they left
| Atmeydani. Biyrkli Mahmud also escaped to Uskadar. Streets

of Istanbul regained its past quietness for a few days. Janissaries
| were protecting the houses of scholars who gave a fetva allowing
. the assassin of Grand vizier and rebels against a possible attack,
during night and day.

Just five days passed alter Atmeydan demonstration, but rebels
started their activities again when Grand vizier Sofiu Mehmed
Paga wanted Biyikh Mahmud to be given in. Janissaries patrolling
at night arrested three persons in sipahi clothes around
Sultanahmet Mosque, and hung them up in [ront of Sehzade
Mosque the next day, and attacked the inns where sipahis stayed
and arrested them. All these developments rekindled the rebellion
about to appease. Sipahis again made a decision of rebellion.
Next day they gathered in Atmeydam claiming that “without
killing Grand vizier and the chief religious officer we would not be
| at ease”. They gathered people of Istanbul in Sultanahme
Mosque with force of arms. '

Grand vizier learned that sipahis convened in Atmeydam, and
he immediately went to janissary rooms and spent the night
- there. In addition, he instructed to close the doors of Istanbul.
i However, sipahis opened Ahir-kapi door using force and sent
| amessageto Biyrikh Mahmud, who was the leader of rebels and
' hid in Uskadar at the moment. They sent applications to sultan
| stating that “our sultan, they would like janissaries to kill us, we
- would like an unbiased vizier”. In reply to these applications,
Sultan Mehmed 1V sent a hatt-1 hamaytin (a letter in his own
| hand writing) notifying “I do not allow my janissary and sipahi
vassals to fight. If you scatter the crowd, I would free both of them.
- You, relieve your minds”. Nothing occurred that day and sipahis
. spent the night at Sultanahmet Mosque.
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On 28 October leading sipahis sent a delegation to sultan to
notily complains of them. Mehmed IV gave the delegation the
following answer “I do not allow my vassals to fight and draw their
guns to each other. They could assign one whom they consider suitable
as vizier". Sipahi representatives sent this hatt-1 hamaytnu Sofu
Mehmed Pasa in Orta Mosque. Grand vizier said “This is the
order of sultan. Aghast know there. If they consider my being freed
as suitable, I would submit the seal”. However, janissary aghas
said “now on we do not accept neither the assassin of vizier and the
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chief religious officer nor their being freed. What does it mean to |
process sultan order with attack! They should scatter immediately! |

Otherwise we would kill you depending on the fetva in our hand™"
and threatened sipahis. All janissaries girded themselves with
swords and got a [etva stating “those who are not ready for this
fight are unbeliever and their wives are going to be considered
divorced!” and then invited other military units to join them.

Alterwards, Deveciler Corbacist Mehmed Aga was sent as |
mediator to sipahis in Sultanahmet Mosque in order to give |
them the last advice. However, constructing barricades around |

the mosque, sipahis did not let Mehmed Aga talk and killed
him72. When janissaries learned that, they as a tremendous
group departed towards Sultanahmet Mosque. When janissary
troops arrived at Elci Inn, they divided into three groups. Some
of the soldiers were sent towards Hagias Sophia and some other
to Kadirga. Rest of the janissaries would go forward to Atmeydamn
via Divanyolu, thus rebels in Sultanahmet Mosque would be
blockaded from three sides.

A final delegation was sent to rebels to quit that rebellion.

However, rebels attacked those in delegation and killed some

of them, and wounded some others seriously. Hereupon
janissaries started to go towards sipahis from the direction of

Hagias Sophia. However, sipahis expecting an attack from this |

direction drove back this attack with a dense arrow attack’.
Janissaries who withdrawn against this unexpected attack of
sipahis, again started another attack with the encouragement

provided by some of their commanders, and in the second |

autack they drove back sipahis. A severe armed conflict occurred
between janissaries and sipahis who thought that the only way
was to shelter in Sultanahmet Mosque. Janissaries managed to
got into Mosque when it was getting dark™. After janissaries
got into the Mosque, they killed most of sipahis with their
swords. But leader of rebels, Biyikh Mahmud, already escaped

from Ahirkap1 to Uskiadar benefiting from this mass.

Sultanahmet Mosque witnessed such a bloody conlflict for the
first time since it was built up. It not only witnessed but also
wounded during the clashes. Gun shots of janissaries and sipahis
caused great destruction on door and windows of the Mosque.

These bullet marks were seen various parts of the Mosque for |

a long time as grievous witnesses of this event.

Next day corpses of those killed in the mosque and squares

were taken by their relative, il they have one, and corpse of |

more than two hundred sipahis not having relatives were thrown |
into the sea without a funeral prayer considering them as |

|

“rebels"?5, That evaluation of Naima about this event brought
out the background of the event: “In short, the two old, who had
life experience, caused hostility, tricks and detachment among the
two vassal group of the state, and thus they guaranteed their safety™®.
In this rebellion, sipahis were belted by means of janissaries,
however, a new situation which disconcerted statesmen arisen.
Janissaries gained power against sipahis who lost their influence
and this situation might have caused bigger dangers in the
future. In order to avoid this and prevent sipahis being writhe
any more, that advice was given to janissaries in order to threaten
them: “It happened as it was required, naughty ones were punished.
Sultan does not relinquish his vassals. Sipahis are also our brother
and our companion in peace and war. Now on who talks in
disadvantage of them, he will be sorted out and thrown into the sea.
Everybody should be decent and avoid making bad remarks about
each other." However, since then “janissary aghas became.
Herculean” and they took Grand vizier under their control?”.
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