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+fmttT: 
emfn6nO: dilnyan1n ba;ken ll ... 

Yrd. Do(:. Dr. Erhan AFYONCU 
1967 ythnda Tohat'lil dogdiL Marmara Onivmit.esi Atarnrh Egilim Fahultesi, 
Sosyal Bilgiler Egitimi BOlunnl Tarilt Ogretmenligi Anabilim Dalt'ndan 1988 
ydmda maun old!L 2000 yJlmda yardmJCI dot;c1t old!L 2000 ydt MaJIS aytnda 
Marmara Oniversitesi Fen-Edebiyat Fahilltesi Tarih BOhlmtl'ne ge~ti. Halen 
Mannara Oniversitesi Fen-Edebiytll Fahultesi'nde ogretim tlyesi olarah gorev 
yapan Erltan Afyoncu'nun altJ dltlih "Sorularla Osmanh lmparalorlugu• ve 
·osmanh Tarihi Ar115ttnna Rehberi" isimli lzilaplan ile Osmanlt bUrohrasisi ve 
Osmanlt tarih~ileri uzenne t;oh say1da ahademih mahalesi vard1r. 

AhmetONAL 
01.12.198l'de Sivas'ta dogd!L 200'f'te Marmara Oniversitesi, Atarnrh Egilim 
Fahultesi, Tarih Ogretmenligi Bolilmil'na bitirdi. 2004'te aym ilniversitenin 
Turlziyat Ar(15ttrmalan Enslittlstl, Tilrlz Taril1i Anabilim Dah, Yenit;ag Bilim 
Dalt'nda yt1hselz lisansa bQ51adt 2006'da 18. Yft.zy1la Ait Buyuruldu Mecmuas1 
ad/1 ta ile yiihseh lisans programmdan IIICZJIII oldu. Aym yd Marmara Oniversitesi 
Turhiytll Ar0$tlrmalan Enstitlisil Tilrlz Taril1i Anabilim Dah, Yenit;ag Bilim 
Dah'nda doluoraya b115ladt. 

Osmanl1 DOneminde 
T Orenler ve Emin6nU 

T~rifat, yani bugtmkct en yakm rnanas1yla protokol, t~rifann 
rnerkezindeki. ~ahsiyeti digerlerinden farkll kilan, stradanhktan 
~1kanan ve hatta bir hukctrndar rnisal olarak almd1g-tnda ona 
hukumdarhk karizrnasm1 kazand1ran astl gl1<;tur. Saglarn bir 
te~rifat, gl1<;111 bir devlet te~kilaun rnahsuh1 ve alarnetidir. 
Devletin asli yaptlanrnasma yon veren felsefe, kendini, 
toplumuna te~rifat ve bu te~rifat kaidelerinin uygulanrna 
zamanlan olan resmi merasimlerle ifade eder. 

Bir hukumdann hukUrnranhgt ve en nihayetinde aktbeti 
noktasmda t~rifat kaidelerinin ne derece ehemmiyetli oldugu 
ll. Osrnan'm b~ gelenlere balalchgmda <;ok daha iyi ~!hr. 
Zira, II. Osrnan'm feci aklbetinde diger bir<;ok sebep arasmda 
belki de en belirleyici olaru, pad~ahm kadirn Osrnanh t~rifat 
geleneklerine riayet etmemesi, zanru ku~tan te~rifat zrrhrru 
bir tarafa b1rakrnas1 olrn~tur. 

Padi~ahm halka "gorunmeden gorunrnesi" gerekirken, II. 
Osman alenen ortaya <;J.lo.p, meyhanelerde Yeni<;eri kovalayarak, 
bir lasrruru dovrnu~ veya han~erle yarala~n. II. Osman, bu 
yilzden asker ve halk gorunde srrada~n. 1621-1628 Ylllan 
arasmda ingiltere'nin lstanbul el~isi olan Thomas Roe'nun, 
II. Osman'm tahttan indirilmesi konusunda ki goru~leri bu 
durumu a<;1k~a gosterir: "Eger sohahlarda ve meyhanelerde 
kendisine yar~ayacak ~ler yaparah, askerleri ku¢h hata!an 
yuzunden holluk~!ar gibi tutuklayarak, sadece gonlleceh ve 



Jwrhulacak bir t:itr insamlst:it varhh olmast gerehen kendi $ahsun 
stradan, basit ve o,nlar taraftndan hor gonllur hale· getirereh · 
azamete e$1ih eden Jwrhu ve sayg~yt bQ$tan yitinneseydi, padi$ah 
bu hadar Q$agtlara dll$mezdi"l. 

t 

ls1.a11bul, hassaten bugii.n Eminonu olarak tarif ve tavsif ettigimiz 
bolge, t~rifatm baxata yansunast, mekanla bul~ soz konusu 
oldugunda dunyai:un en dik.kat ~ekici cografyalanndan birisi, 
hatta birincisiydi.'Tarihin gordugu u~ buyuk imparatorluktan 
ikisine, Roma ve Osmanh'ya yuzlerce }'ll ba$kentlik yapan bu 
sahada her bir mekan, anu ve bina, imparatoru imparator, 
padi$aht padi$ah yapan t~rifat ve merasimleri fail ya da $ahit 
suauyla ya$amt~ ve ya$alrnt$lardl. 

Roma ve Bizans donemlerinde, resrni binalar genelde bugUnku 
EminOnu'ndeydi. Hipodrom'dan Marmara kl}'llanna kadar 
uzanan oldukc;a g~ bir sabayt kaplayan Buyuk Saray, Bizans'm 
imparatorluk saraytydt. Constantinus Forumu Cbugiinku 
C:emberlita$ havalisi), Augusteion Forumu (Ayasofya'nm on 
taraflan), Forum Tauri (bugfmku Beyazll civan) $ehrin en onemli 
meydanlan idi. Konstantinopolis'in iki senate binasmdan biri 
Constantinus Forumu'nun kuzeyi.nde, di~eri ise Augusteion 
Forumu'nun dogusunda bulunmaktayd1. Konstantinopolis'in 
ve Onodokslugun en buyuk kilisesi olan Ayasofya bazt resmt 
torenlere de ev sahipligi yapmaktaydL I. Konstantin tarafmdan 
yaptmlan Million Ta$1, Orta Bizans dOneminde imparatorluk 
torenlerinde onernli bir yere sahipti. Yaptmma Septimus Severus 
tarafmdan 196'da ba$lanan ve I. Konstantin doneminde 11 
MaytS 330'da resmen a~tlan hipodrom sadece araba y~lannm, 
gladyatOr dovii~lerinin, va~i hayvan mucadelelerinin yaptldtgt 
bir eglence mekam degildi. Mahkemeler, bazt devlet daireleri 
de buradayd1. Cezalar burada infaz ediliyor, gene! siyasi 
taru~malar burada yapthyordu. 

Fetih'ten Sonra lstanhul'un lman 
II. Mehmed, ~Ebu'l-feth" stfanyla TopkapiSl'ndan ic;eri girdiginde 
harabe bir $ehirle kar$1la$U. Ancak Fatih Sultan Mehmed, 
1stanbul'u kuracagt cihafi$Umul imparatorluga laytk bir merkez 
yapmaya kararltydt. Fetihten sonra $ehirde buyuk bir imar ve 
in$a faaliyeti ba~lauld1. Fetih esnasmda ka~an Rumlar'm geri 
getirilmesine c;ah~tld1. tmparatorlugun diger bolgelerinden 
lstanbul'a cebr'i veya ihtiyari nufus akt$1 saglandt. tstanbul'a 
gelecekler ic;in te~k ve kolayhklar gosterildi2. · 

Fatih, bilinenin aksine ls1.a11bul'a fetihten hemen sonra yerl~edi. 
Yonetim aygmru Edime'den lstanbul'a aktarabilrne~. ic;in once 
idart yapmm ihtiyac;lanna cevap verecek binalann in~ast 
gerekliydi. Fatih Sultan Mehmed, bugiin uzerinde lstanbul 
Dniversitesi'nin bulundugu mahalde, kendisi ic;in bir saray 
yapnrtlmaslnl ernretti. Sultanm bu ernri fetihten yi.rmi gii.n sonra 
Edime'ye giderken verdigi ve saraytn yerini de bizzat kendisinin 
tespit ettigi rivayet edilir. 

tamamlandlktan sonra 1457-1458 ~mda lstanbul'a ta$mdt. 
Boylece, !stanbul Osmanltlann yeni ve nihai payi.tahu oldu. 

Fatih 1458'de hizmetine sunulan bu sarayt klsa bir siire ikametgah 
olarak kullandlk1.a11 sonra, b~ka bir saraytn yapllmasuu emretti.. 
Sultarun birc;ok muhendis ve da~manlanyla yapugt aynnttlt 
mii$avere ve ara~urrnalardan sonra se~tigi yer, eski Bizans 
akropoluydu: ~zeytunluk" olarak tasvir edilen bolgedeki 
musliirnan ve gayrimiislirnlerin evleri parast odenerek istirnl~ 
edildi ve saray ic;in geni~ bir arazi kazantldt. Egimli araziyi. 
duzertlemek i~in c;e$itli setler yaptldt ve esas saray binasmm 
tepenin sutmdaki en yuksek setin uzerine yerle$tirilmesi 
benirnsendi3. 

Osmanh lstanbul'unda Fatih Suhan Mehmed doneminden 
itibaren geli$en surec;:te, Biz?ns doneminde de imparatorlugun 
ana yonetirn bolgesi olan Eminonu yine ayru i$1evini surdurdu. 
Eski Saray, Topkap1 Sarayt, $ehrin ulu carnisi olan Ayasofya, 
Sul1.a11 Ahmed Camii, At Meydaru ve devlet rical.inin konaklanrun 
onemli bir ktsmt bu bolgedeydi. Osmanh merkezi idaresinin 
bugunku Eminonu'nde temerkuz etmesi bu bolgeyi, 
imparatorlugun te~kilat ve ha$rnetinin yansmlmasmda ana 
argumanlar olan te~rifat uygulamalannm, toren ve $enliklerin 
sahnesi haline getirdi. 

Topkapt Sarayt'ndaki Torenler 
Osmanh torenlerinin ana merkezlerinden ilki Topkapt Sarayt'dtr. 
Sara}'ln planlan incelendiginde, mekamn duzenlenmesinde 
burada tertip edilecek torenlertn ne derece nazar-1 itibara almd1gt 
daha iyi. anla~1hr. Sarayt esas giri$ kaplSt olan Bab-1 HiimayQn, 
bir zamanlar O.zerinde yer alan ko~ku, mlistahkem gorunumu 
ve zafer taklanm ammsatan mimarisiyle, bir merasim ya da 
ba$ka herhangi bir i$ vesilesiyle saraya girecek ki~ileri 
kar~tla$acaklan manzaraya hazular4. 

Bab-1 Humayiin'dan ic;:eri girildiginde ilk olarak Alay Meydam 
da denilen Birinci Avlu'ya ula~thr. Bu avlunun mimart 
tasanmmda, geni$~e bir te~rifat alam yaratma arzusu ac;tkc;a 
gorullir. Zira burada yer alan, saraydaki hastalann tedavi edildigi 
Endeliln Hastanesi, saraytn ekmek ihtiyacmt kar$tlayan Has 
Fmn, sara}'ln odun ihtiyacmt kar$tlayan ve hastalan ta$tyan 
Odun Arabactlan Ocagt ve saray ic;in gerekli hastrlan dokuyan 
Hastrctlar Ocagt'na ait binalar gibi saraytn hizmet binalan 
avlunun sag ve sol taraflanna kaydmlarak ortaya buyukc;e bir 
meydan c;tkarulmt$tlr. Cenaze, cl110s, ulofe dagmlmast veya 
bayrarnl~ma gibi geni$ kauhmm soz konusu oldugu toreruerde 
bu avlu yuzlerce ki$iyi. alabilmekteydi. Herhangi bir toren 
vesilesiyle tertip edilen alaylar saraya ula$ngtnda, alaydakiler 
bu meydanda atlanndan inip, yolun geri kalanma iki tarafa 
di.zilrn.i.$ sa ray gorevlileri ve askerler arasmdan yUriiyerek devam 
ederlerdi. Zira bir sonraki avluya padi$ah ~mda· hie; kimse atla 
girmezdi; bu ayncaltk yalmzca padi~aha mahsustu. 

Fatih, butun hayatt boyunca tests etmeye c;ah~acagt merkezi 1 Birinci Avlu'dan, Divan Meydam ve Adalet Meydaru da denilen 
i.ktidara dayah cihan imparatorlugunun idari binalan 1 lkinci Avlu'ya gec;i$ Babussel~m (Ona Kapt) 'dan saglamr. 
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! 
Babusselam, Bab-1 Humayt1n'a nazaran daha ha~metli ve j 
simgeseldir. Bu kapt, Bizans doneminde akropole zafer ala}'l : 
gi~i olarak kullarulan Santa Barbara Kaptst'nm torensel giri~ ; 
mekaru huviyetini ve Buyuk Saray'm Halki KaplSt'nm ardma , 
yalmzca imparatorun atla gec;ebilmesi ozelligini kendisinde 
toplamt~nr. Kapmm gec;it yerlerin sag ve sol klStmlannda 
kaptctlara ait odalar bulunur. Bu odalardan Kapt Arast olarak . 
bilinen yer vezirler ve diger devlet adamlannm cezalandmlchldan ; 
yerdi. Gerek kapuun asken gt1cu yarlSltan ~ ~rtsi gerekse 
ic;indeki bu hapishane tkinci Avlu'nun iki hakim temasrru, zafer 
ve adaleti vurgulamaktaydt5. 

ikinci Avlu, rnimari duzenleme noktasmda bir mer~sim alam 
olarak baktldtgmda hayli ideal bir mekan huviyeti ~ktadrr. 
Mekam dort taraftan ku~atan ve etraftan soyutlayan yilksek 
duvarlar ve mimartdeki sadelik dikkatin rumuyle te~rifat ve 
merasimlerin gorkemi uzerinde yogunla~masma yardtmct 
olmaktadtr. Hem Osmanlt kaynaklan hem de Avrupa kaynaklan 
saraydaki merasimleri aclaurken t~fann mekaru golde brrakngt 
hususunda hem fikirdirler ki, bu da merasirni tertipleyenin esas 
gayesine ul~ugtru gostermektedir6. 

tkind Avlu'nun t~t ve merasim ac;lSIIIdan en merkezi noktaSJ, 
Enderlin denilen Oc;uncu Avlu'ya ac;tlan Babussaade'dir7 . 
Babusselam ile BabOSsaade arasmdaki baglann Pa~ah Yolu adt 
da verilen bir yolla saglanrr. Cu!Os ve bayra.ma t6renlerinde 
taht bu kaptrun 6nunde kurulmaktaydt. Bayram~mas ve cuh.is9 
torenlerini umuma yonelik astl bolumunde haztr bulunacaklar 
tahun kar~mda bir hila! ~eklinde dizilirlerdi. Saray gorevlil~ri. 
torende hanr bulunmalan ic;in bir gt1n evvelinden kendilenne 
davetiyeler gonderilen devlet ricali, askerler, istanbul'da bulunan 
Kmm hanzadeleri avluda kendilerine tahsis edilen yerlerde 
stralarurlar, hususi loyafetleriyle avluyu bir renk cumbu~e 
bogarlard1. Her iki torenin de en onernli unsurlanndan biri olan 
Mehteran meydanda yerini ahrdt. Aynca ko~m takunlan, goz 
~uran atlar ve yedekleri de avluda haztr tutulurdu. Pa~ah, 
butl.in haztrhklann tamamlandtgt kendisine haber verilince 
gelip, Babussaade onundeki tahta otururdu. Bundan sonra 
nakibl.il~raftan b~lamak uzere herkes te~rifattaki srrasma gore 
gelip, yaptlan bir culOs t6reni ise yeni pad~aha biat, muayede ~ 
merasimi ise padi~ahm bayrammt tebrik ederlerdi.. 

yOnetildigi yer olan Diviin-t Humayt1n onceleri her gl.in, 16. 
yUzytl b~lapndan itibaren ise haftada don gl.in, stkt bir t~rifat 
~liginde burada toplanrrdt. Divan-1 Hl.imliyOn uyeleri, Divanyolu 
uzerinden Ayasofya'ya gelir, sabah namazmt genelde burada 
ktlarlardt. Namazdan sonia Topkapt Sara}'l'na gec;er, Vezir Yolu 
denilen bir yolla Babusselam'dan, Kubbealn'na ul~tr, Divan-t 
Hllmiiytln toplantlSl bitince de yine gOste~li bir ~ekilde evlerine 
donerlerdi 1 t. 

Divan, kaptkuluna ult.ife tevzi etmek \lzere hayli tantanah bir 
t6ren ~liginde toplanrrdt. 0 gt1n Divan-t HurnayQn toplandtgtnda 
bir taraftan divan muzakerau devam ederken bir taraftan da 
Mehterler Yenic;erilere dagmlacak ulafeleri m~in torbalar ic;irtde 
buraya getirilirdi. Bunlar tamam olunca Sadrazam, Pa~aha bir 
telhis gondererek ulafeyi dagttmak ic;irt izin ister, Padi~ahm 
musaadesi u~erine tevzi i~ine ba~lamrdt. Ulafe dagmlmadan 
Once Yenic;erilere saray mutfaklanndan ~orba, pilav ve zerde, 
~ayet bu uiufe dagtrru Ramazana denk gel~se y~lmzca s6gt.i~. 
verilmesi adettendi. Bu yemekler Bab\lssade'nin Online konurdu. 
B~c;a~ elbisesinin etegiyle ~aret edince, Orta Kapt'da bekleyen 
Yenic;eriler hep birlikte ko~arak yemeklerini ahrlar ve avluda 
yerlerdi. Yenic;erilerin kendilerine ikram edilen yemekleri . 
yememeleri bir isyan alametiydi. Yemekten sonra tekrar Orta 
Kapt Onunde toplarurlardt. B~c;avu~ burada yilksek sesle bir 
gt1lbank c;eker, gl.ilbankm sonunda "ha diyelim ha" deyince 
burun Yenic;eriler de hep bir agtzdan ha c;ekerlerdi. Bundan 
sonra ulufenin dagttrmma b~larurdJ12. 

Yabanct devletlerin elc;ileri saraya geldiklerinde evvela 
Kubbealu'na, sonra Arz Odast'na ahmrlardt. Elc;ilerin kabulu 
i~in kurulan divana "Elc;i Divam" adt verilirdi. Elc;iler, 
hukumdarlanmn namelerini takdim etmeleri ic;in Divan-t 
Humayt1n'a arz gt1nleri davet edilirlerdi. Ancak eger acil bir 
durum yoksa, elc;Uer genellikle ulafe dagtnrrurun yaptldtgt Divan­
i Humayun'a kabul edilerek, Osmanh'nm ihti~amt onlara 
izlettirilirdi. Hem ulafe dagtulan hem de elc;i kabul edilen bu 
divanlara "buyuk divan" veya "galebe divam" denilirdi . 

Ulufe divam gl.in\1 saraya davet edilen elc;i, maiyeti ile birlikte, 
Pa~a Kaptst'run kar~1Stndaki Alay Ko~kii'nl.in onunde bir sure 
bekletilirdi. Bu Strada Sadrazam alayla ~an c;tkar, once Elc;irtirt 
yamndaki C:avu~ba~ma selam verir, sonra elc;inin de hatmm 

Babussade'nin 6nu sefer zamanlannda yine bir toren mekaruna 
donu~urdu. Bilhassa sefer-i humayiln adt verilen ve bizzat 
pa~ komutasmda gerc;ekl~tirilen seferlerde ordunun cepheye 
ugurlanmast gayet ~atafath olurdu. Padi~ahm tuglan, seferin 
alameti olmak uzere Babussaade 6nl.ine dikilirdi. Tuglann 
Davutpa~a veya Oskudar'a nakledilecegi gl.in, sefere kaulacak 
ust duzey ricalin ruglan tugcular tarafmdan sabah erkenden 
Babtali'ye getirilir, sonra mehter ~liginde alayla saraya gidilerek, 
padi~ahm ruglan ahmr ve yine aym alay .duzeniyle odunun 
toplanacagt yere gidilirdi. Burada c;adular kurulur, herkesin 
tugu kendi c;adm onune dikilirdi10. 

· sorup yoluna devam ederdi. Sadrazarnm alayla gitmesinden 
sonra Elc;ilik heyeti yola c;tkardt. Elc;i, saraya gelince Ona Kapt'da 
anndan iner, kendisini bekleyen Divan-t Humayti.n Tercumaru 
tarafmdan, biraz dinlenmesi ic;in kaptctba~tlara ait odaya 

, g6rurulurdu. Elc;i, Yenic;erilerin pilav, zerdeye ko~acaklan Strada 
Orta Kapt'dan ic;eri girerdi. Heyet Kubbealu'na yakla~mca 
Kaptctlar Kethudas1, Elc;i ile birlilhe gelen <::avu~b~tyt kar~tlar. 
daha sonra hep birlikte Kubbealn'na girerlerdi. 

' 
Te~rifat ve merasim ac;tsmdan·bir diger ehemrniyetli mekan , 
Kubbealu'ydt. 18. ytizytlm onalanna kadar imparatorlugun j 

I 

Gelen Elc;i, gayrimuslim bir devletin Elc;isiyse, Sadrazam gelen 
Elc;iye ayaga kalkmamak ic;in daha elc;i Divanhane'ye girmeden 
divit odasma gec;er, Elc;i kaptdan ic;eri girdigi anda da odadan 
c;tkarak kendi yerine ge~erdi. Sadrazamm bu ~ekilde ic;eriye 
girmesi uzerine divandakiler ayaga kalkard1. Bu durumda Elc;i, 



kendi devletine hurmeten ayaga kalluld1~m du~unurken, 
divandakiler ise k~ndilerini Sad.razam ic;in ayaga ~ kabul· ; 
ederlerdi. Musluman devletlerin Elt;ileri geldigi zaman, bu usule 1 

b~vurulmayarak, Sadrazam Divllnhane'de bekler, Elt;i ic;eri 
girince herkes ayaga kalkard.L Elt;i Sadrazamm etegini oprukten 
soma, Ni~ancmm onunde kendisi ic;in konulan iskemleye, 
sagmda "Sefaret .Ba~kiitibi", solunda da "Divan-1 Humaylin 
Terclimaru" oldugu halde otururdu. Ulo.fe da~ulmas1 ~inin 
bitmesinden soma kendisi Sadrazarrun, maiyeti de digerlerinin 
sofrasmda yemek yerdil3. 

Kubbealu'run ana mekanlardan biri oldugu bir diger tOren 
Haremeyn'e surre gonderilmesi vesilesiyle tertiplenen merasirndi. 
Torene kanlacaklar bir g0.n Once "Darlissaade Agas1" ve "Kethuda" 
bey tarafmdan Saraya davet edilirler, "Kaplan Pa~"ya da alaYI 
DskUdar'a gec;irecek t;ektiriyi Eminonu'ndeki Vezir tskelesi ya 
da Kiret; lskelesi'nde haztr bulundurmas1 soylenirdi. Sarayda 
da Kubbealu, padi~ahm alaYI izleyecegi Alay Ko~ku gibi 
suslenmesi gereken yerler nefis kuma~larla tezyin edilirdi. 

Enesi gun saraya gelen davetliler once "Darussaade Agas1"mn 
"divan" odasma ahrur, burada ilk torenler yapthrdt. Odadakiler, 
yemekten sonra Kubbealu'nm kar~tsmda kurulan c;adtra 
gec;erlerdi. Divan c;avu$lannm padi~ahm gelmekte oldugunu 
haber vermesiyle herkes kar~tlama ic;in hazirlamrdt. 
Babussaade'den atla t;Ikan padi~ah, Kubbealu'nda Ni~ancmm 
makamma otururdu. C:adtrda "Surre keseleri" saYihp, defterler 
muhurlendikten soma "Darussaiide agast", "Surre emini"yle 
Padi$ahm huzuruna c;1kar ve surre defterleri ile "name-i 
humaylin"u emine teslim ederdi. Sureler, naat okunur, dualar 
edilirken, "mahmil-i $eriP' denilen surre keseleri ve hediyelerin 
yliklendigi bir d~i deve ile onun yedegi meydanda dol~unltrdt. 
Daha sonra "darussaade agast" deveyi dola~urmaya ba$lar, 
lit;iinca tur sonunda Padi$ahm i$aretiyle devenin gumli$ zincirini 
emine, ipek yulanm da "Sakab3$l"ya teslim ederdi. Boyle bir 
i$afetin gelmemesi azledildigini gosterir, aga Surre AlaYiyla 
birlikte Mekke'ye giderdi 14. 

Osmanh $ehzadelerinin, hukumdarhga haztrlanmalan ic;in 
sancaklara vali olarak tayin edilmeleri vesilesiyle sarayda bir 
toren duzenlenirdi . Bu torenin tespit edilebilen nadir 
6meklerinden biri III. Murad'm oglu Sehzade Mehmed'in 
Manisa'ya "Sancakbeyi" olarak gonderilmesi vesilesiyle 
duzenlenen merllsimdir. 1595'de tahta gec;en III. ~ehmed 
doneminde $ehzadelerin sancaga gonderilmesi uygulamast 
tamamen sona erince, bu toren aruk icra edilmemi$tir15. 

Padi$ahlann cenaze namazlan da sarayda k1hnmh. lstanbul 
dt$lnda vefat eden padi$ahlar ic;irl bu vazife yerine getirilmi$ 
olsa dahi sarayda tekrar eda edilirdi. Meseta, Kanuni Sultan 
Suleyman'm naa~t lstanbul'a getirilinceye kadar iki de fa cenaze 
narnazt lalmmasma ragmen, sarayda uc;uncu kez cenaze naman 
kllmmi$U. Culos toreninin icraSindan soma yeni padi$ah, 
selefinin cenaze i$lerinin yerine getirilmesini emrederdi. Sarayda 

bir tahtabende konulduktan sonra cenaze n.atnaz1. burada ~. 
Ill. Murad'm cenazesi "Helvahane" onunden, Ill. Mehmed'irl 
cenazesi "Babussaade" onunden, IV. Murad'mki ise saraYin 
avlusundan kalc:lmlrru.$url6. 

Cenaze namaztru genellikle Seyhulislam, onun bir mazereti 
bulunmast halinde "Rumeli Kadtaskeri" ya da "Hlln.kar 1mamt" 
gibi ulemArun diger onde gelen mensuplan klldtnrd1. Bunun 
istisnalan da olabilmekteydi. Mesela, Fatih'irt cenaze namaztru 
devrirtunlu sufilerinden Seyh Ebulvefa laldlfml$tl. lstanbul'da 
bu\unan devlet erkaru namaza kanhr, yeni Padi$ah da Arzodast 
veya Taht Salonu'nun kapiSt ontlnde durarak namaza i$tirak 
ederdi. Saray agalanndan yalmzca "Darussaade AgaSI" cenaze 
merasimine kaolabilirdi. Padi$ahlann vefatlannda dikkat c;eken 
geleneklerden birisi de matem tutmakn. Matern i$areti olmak 
uzere yeni Padi$ah da dahil merasime kaulan herkes siyah 
elbiseler giyip, siyah sank ya da sangmm uzerine siyah $emle 
sararlardt. Bu $ekilde rnatem hall uc; gO.nle bir hafta muddetince 
devam ettirilirdi. 17. asnn onalanndan itibaren rnatem gelenegi 
son buldu 17• 

Topkapt SaraYI'mn uc;uncu avlusunun tOrenlere sahne olan 
ba$hca bolumleri "Arz Odast" ile "Htrka-i Saadet Dairesi"ydi. 
llk olarak Fatih Sultan Mehmed tarafmdan yapunlan Arz Odast, 
"arz gunu" denilen gunlerde, Divan-1 Humaylin toplanolanrun 
biti$inden sonra srrastyla "Yenic;eri Agast", "Rumeli ve Anadolu 
Kadtaskerleri", Sadrazam, diger vezirler ve Defterdarlann 
padi$ahm huzuruna c;tktp, ona bilgi verdikleri yerdi. Divan-1 
Hlirnaylin'un haftada dort defa toplandtgt zamanda padi$ahm 
huzuruna girilecek arz gunleri, Pazar ve Sah olup, Divan'm 
haftada iki defa toplandlgt donemde arz g11n11 Salt idi. Bu kabul 
merasimi Divan muzakeresi bitip yemek yenildikten soma 
gert;ekle$irdi. Padi?ah, Arz Odas1'nda taht uzerinde oturdugu 
halde divan heyetirri kabul ederdi. Yabanct elc;iler de padi$ahm 
huzuruna burada kabul edilirlerdil8. 

Muayede merasimlerinde de Arz Odast, saraYin "Ender1in 
halkl"run Padi$aha tebriklerini sunduklan bir mekan haline 
gelirdi. Sarayda resmt bayraml~ma, "Arife Divaru" ile b~lardt. 
"Arife" giinu, daha ewe! tt$rifatt;t tarafmdan saraya davet edilen 
"C:avu$ba$t" ve "Divan-t Humaylin c;avu$lan" ogle namazmdan 
sonra resmt ktyafetleriyle Kubbealu'nm kar~lSlnda, yiizleri 
"Adalet Kulesi"ne donuk bir halde saf tutarlar, Mehterler ve bas 
ahtrdan c;tkamlan atlar meydandaki yerlerini ahrlard1. tkindi 
namazmdan sonra t6ren ba$lar, Mehter c;alar, ara stra c;avu$lar 
alkl$ yaparlar, nihayet duac1 c;aVU$Un duastyla merasim sona 
ererdi. Dl$anda toren surerken, padi$ah Arz Odas1 kaptSinda 
kurulan tahna enderOn halkl.yla bayraml~trdt. Bunlann tebriki 
bitince Agalar Camii'nde Kur'an dinleyip, yine Arz Odast'na 
gelir ve bu defa ocak agalan ile tersane ricalinin tebriklerini 
kabul ederdi. Sayet padi$ah herhangi bir sebeple Arife Divarn'na 
c;tkamamt$Sa, tahun uzerine padi$ahm sangt l<onularak toren 
icra edilirdi19. 

naa~m kaldmlmasmda farkh mekanlann kullamld1gt Has Oda, $imdiki adtyla "Hlrka-i Saadet Dairesi", Fatih devrinde 
goriilmektedir. Mese~ II. Selim'in tabutu Servili Yol'da haztrlanan , · yaptli11Iru$ ve Yavuz doneminde MISrr'dan getirilen "Mukaddes 

; 
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Emanetler"in bir lasrm burada rnuhafaza edilmeye b~lanrru;;ur. 
m. Murad'm Harem'de yeni bir Has Oda yapunp, yatak odasuu 
buraya ta~tmastyla birlikte bu bina daha ziyade biinyesinde 
banndmll~ Mukaddes Emanetler'le on plana ~J.ku. lstanbul'a 
getirilen "Kutsal Emanetler" i~inde bulunan ve ~vayete gore 
Hz. Peygamber'in Ka'b bin Ziiheyr'e hediye ettigi hlrka daha bu 
zamandan itibaren sarayda manevi bir iklim yara~n. Sonraki 
donemlerde Huka-1 Serifin, Ramazan'm 14'iinde Enderun, 
l5'inde de Birun ricali tarafmdan ziyaret edilmesi resmt bir 
uygulama hllline geldi2o. 

Has odanm giineybau ko~esi ise yine aym donemlerde bazt 
merasimlerde kullamlan bir taht odasma dom1~tu. Taht 
de~ikliklerinde yeni pa~aha, once sadrazam ve ~eyhiilislam 
sonra cia "Dilriissaade Agast" ile "Enderun ricali" tarati.ndan ilk 
biat burada gen;ekl~tirilirdi. Htrka-i Serif Odast ~ehzadelerin 
Kur'an-t Ker'lm ve Buhart'yi hatroeleri vesilesiyle tertiplenen 
merasime de ev sahipligi ·yapardt. Bu merasime, vezirler, 
Seyhiilislam, Anadolu ve Rumeli Kacbaskerleri, Nakibiil~raf ile 
Ayasofya ve Valide Sultan camileri ~eyhleri i~tirak eder, 
"Rei.siilkiittab", "Defterdar" ve "(:a~b~" da odarun penceresinin 
~ tarafmdan toreni izlerlerdi21. 

Sarayt t;evreleyen baz1 ko~kler de torenlerde On plana t;lkardt. 
Mesela, bed-i besmele toreni genelde Saraytn en ~ ktsmmda, 
sahildeki surlann ustiinde bulunan ve "1ncili Ko~k" adtyla da 
bUinen Sinan P~ Ko~ku22 onunde icra edilirdi. Toren giinli.nden 
iki go.n once ko~kUn onunde sadrazam i~in otag, Seyhulislam 
it;in oba, Kad.Iaskerler ile Nakibiil~raf it;in obalar ve diger de~let 
ricali it;in de t;adtrlar kurulurdu. Torenin yaptlaca~ giin herkes 
kendisi it;in aynlan yere oturur, ogle yemegi burada yenirdi. 
Pad~ah yemegini sarayda yiyip, merasirnle ko~ke inerdi. Haztr 
bulunanlar padi~ah1 kar~tladlktan soma, Orta Kapt'ya gelip, 
ald.Iklan ~hzadeyi alayla ko~ke getirirler, buradaki toren akabinde 
yine alayla saraya gorururlerdi23• Torenlerde on plana t;tkan bir 
diger kO~k Alay Ko~kU olarak arolan binadtr. llk olarak Fatih 
devrinde yapnnld.I~ tahmin edilen yapt, gilnlimiize II. Mahmud 
tarafmdan 1810 ythnda zemine biraz daha ya~nnlarak yeniden 

miiteallik i~leri kend.i konaklanndan }'Uriitmekteydiler. Bu 
noktada, EminOnii Slillrlan it;inde yer alan ve yine hemen hemen 
tamarru yok olup giden vezir saraylan, resmi torenlerin Onemli 
hirer unsuru idiler. Divan-1 Hu~ylin'un onemini kaybennesiyle 
birlikte hukUmet toplannlan "Pa~a Kaptst" adt verilen sadrazam 
konagillda veya Bilb1ali'de yaptlmaya b~lanrru~o. Bab1ali'ye ait 
binalann Eminonu'nde yer almast, bu bolgenirl merkezi idare 
at;tsmdan onemli bir muhit olma 6zeligini yeni donemde de 
eskisiyle ayru oranda devam ettirdi. 

Bayram tOrenleri resmt olarak, 18. }'Uzythn ba~lanna kadar 
bayramdan b~ giin Once sabah namazmdan sonra, daha sonraki 
tarihlerde ise don giln once ikindi namazmdan sonra, Sadrazarrun 
maiyeti ile birlikte Seyhlilislam1 konagmda ziyaret etmesiyle 
ba~larcb. Enesi giln de Seyhlilislam Sadrazanu ziyarete gelirdi. 
Memurlardan"mevkii itibariyle bir derece ~a~ olan kendisinden 
yukandakileri ziyarete gider, boylece Arife giim1ne kadar devlet 
ricali arasu-rtiaki bayrarnla~ma sona erer, herkes saraydaki tOrene 
hazularurdt26. 

Cui as toreni sonrasmda da Bilbtali hareketlenmekteydi. Padi~ah, 
cuh1stan hemen soma kendi adma mlihr-i huma}'Un denilen 
mlihrli kazmrdt. Bu muhrun biri saltanat degi~ikligiyle mazul 
hale gelen eski sadrazama veya hiikUmdann tayin ettigi yeni 
sadrazama verilir veya gonderilirdi. Huzura davet edilerek 
kendisine muhr-i hiimil}'Un takdim edilen Sadrazam, Sadaret 
alaytyla Bilb1ali'ye gelir ve burada saltanat degi~ikligi nedeniyle 
mazul kabul edilen devlet ricaline umum hil'ati denilen bir 
merasirnle hil'at giydirerek makarnlanna iade ederdi. Bu torende, 
Seyhiilislam da Saraydan itibaren Sadrazamm yanmda 
bulunurdu27. 

Kap1kullan'ndan Yenit;eriler haricindeki gruplann maa~lan 
P~akap1s1'nda dagmhr, buna "ulafe devri" ya da "ulofe sergisi" 
acb verilirdi. Giinlerce suren rnaa$ verilmesi tamamland1~nda, 
Padi~ah sadrazarna t~rtfat adtyla amlan "hatH hli.ma}'Un", kUrk 
ve siislu han~er gonderir, bunlar Bab1ali'de merasimle 
kar~llarurdl28. 

~a ettirilmi~ haliyle ul~ml~tlr. Alay Ko~kU, pa~ahm t;~itli Sadrazamlar "Serdar-1 ekrem", vezirler ise "Serdar" linvamyla 
alay get;i~lerini izledigi, isyan donernlerinde asilerin taleplerini orduyu komuta ederler, bunlann sefere ~J.k~lan s1rasmda icra 
dinledigi bir yerdi24. Cebeciler Ko~kU, Yah Kasr-1 Hlimayunu · edilen torenlerde saraYin yam stra Bab1ali de on plana t;1kard1. 
gibi adlarla da amlan "Yah Ko~kii" Saraytn merasim yonii on . Eger sadrazarn sefere memur edi~se, pa~ah Babtali'ye buna 
plana t;lkan bir diger mekarudtr. Pad~ahlar, donanmarun denize dair bir hatt-1 hiimllylinla birlikte bir de mlicevher ~lemeli lab.«; 
aCllacagJ. zarnan gert;ekl~tirilen torenleri bu yaltdan takip ederler, gonderirdi. Pad~ah ruglanrun Babussailde one dikildigi torende 
zaman zaman da burayt resmt kabul mekam ol~rak oldugu gibi sadrazarnm tugunun ~an ~tkarulmas1 srrasmda 
kuUarurlardt25. icra edilen merasimde de onde gelen devlet ricilli hazrr 

bulunurlarcb. 

Babtali'daki Torenler 
Eminonu'nde merkezl idarenin, dolaytstyla da resmi t~at ve 
merasimlerinin bir diger mekam Babtali'ydi. P~a Kaptst (Bah-
t Asafi, Bab-1 Alt)'mn, Divan-1 HumayQn'un yerine, devlet ; 
~lerinin hallinde yeni bir hukUmet merkezi haline gelmeye 
ba$lamas1 17. ylizytlm ortalanndan itibaren geli~en tedrict bir 1 

surec;te olmu~tu. Bundan Once Veziriazamlar makamlanna i 
; 

Eskisaray'daki Torenler 
EminOnu'm1n bir diger t6ren mekaru bugiinkU Beyaztt'ta yer 
alan Eski Saray'dt. Pad~ahlann Yeni Saray'a yerle$rnesinden 
soma, Kanuni donemine kadar, harem halkuun bir ktsrru Eski 
Saray'da kalmaya devam etti. ll1. Murad doneminde, Harem, 
Eski Saray'dan, Yeni Saray (Topkapt)'a t~mcb. Boylece saltanat 
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degi~ikliklerinde, olen huk\imdann kadmlan ve lazlanrun Yeni ! 
Saray'dan Eski Saray'a gonderilmesi adet oldu. I. Aluned, 1603'te 
tahta c;tknktan sorira annesi Handan Valide Sultan' I torenle Eski 
Saray'dan, Yeni Saray'a getimi. 

"Valide Alayt" adt verilen ve yeni Padi~ahm, culusundan birkac; 
gun soma, annesinin "Yeni Saray"a nakledilmesini ernretmesi 
uzerine tertiplenen bu t6rende, devlet adamlan merasim ' 
layafetleriyle Eski Saray'm onune gelirler, Yenic;eriler de bugtinkli i 
Topkapt Sarayt'na kadar uzanan yolun iki tarafma dizilerek : 
selama dururlardt. Valide sultan ve beraberindekiler alayla Yeni 
Saray'a gelirlerdi. Bu toren, II. Mahmud dOnerninde Eski Saray'm : 
terkedilmesine kadar icra edildi29 . 

Atmeydaru'ndalti Torenler 
Erninonu'nun genelde adt ya isyanlarla ve burada tertip edilen 
tOren ve ~enliklerle amlan bolgesi At Meydam'dtr. At Meydam, 
Roma ve Bizans devirlerinden beri bu tur hadiselerin mekam 
olma huviyetini Osmanhlar'da da devam ettirmi~ti. Osmanh 
saraytmn halka ac;tk en buytik merasimi olan stinnet dugunlerinin 
lstanbul'daki ana mekanlanndan biri uzun sure At Meydam idi. 
Kaynaklardan tespit edilebildigi karanyla burada yaptlan ilk 
sOnnet dugunii II. Bayezid tarafmdan, 1490'da, iki ~ehzadesi 
ic;in diizenlenmi~ti. Tarihc;i Hadidi'nin anlaumtu'a gore, 
imparatorlugun dort bir yanmdan beyler ve bagh devletlerin 
temsilcileri, Padi~ahm davetine icabet gostererek lstanbu\'a 
gelrni~lerdi. Sehirdekilerin de kauhrmyla, ziyafetler, eglenceler 
e~liginde bu sOnnet dilgti.nu bir ay surdu3o. Kanunt Sultan 
50\eyman, At Meydam'nda iki defa sOnnet dugunu tertipledi. 
Bunlardan ilki, 1530'da gerc;ekl~tirilen Sehzade Selim, Sehzade 
Mehmed ve Sehzade Mustafa'mn sOnnet ~enlikleriydi. lkincisi 
ise Sehzade Bayezid ile Sehzade Cihangir'in 1539'daki sunnet 
dugunleriydi. 

At Meydam'na, dolaytstyla da lstanbul'un sosyal hayatma 
hareketlilik kazandrran bir diger saray kokenli toren, pad~ah 
klzlannm, klz kard~lerinin, halalannm veya klz torunlannm 
dugun ve nikahlanydt. 1524'te Hatice Sultan'la, Veziriazam 
lbrahim P~a'nm, 1539'da Mihrirnah Sultan'la Rilstem P~a'run, 
1562'de II. Selim'in klzlanndan lsmihan Sultan'la, Veziriazam 
Sokollu Mehmed Pa~a'nm, Sah Sultan'la <::akuctba~t Hasan 
Aga'nm ve Gevherhan Sultan'la, Kapdan-1 Derya Piyale P~a'nm 
ve 1648'de Sultan lbrahirn'in k1Zl Atike Sultan'la, Kenan P~'nm 
dugunlerinde ana ~enlik mekam hep Atmeydam idi. 

Padi~ah, sultanlardan birini evlendirmek istediginde, damad 
olarak sec;tigi ki~inin admt Sadrazama soyler veya onun bu 
konudaki tavsiyelerini de dikkate alarak adayt belirlerdi. 
Damadhgt kesinle~en adaya ni~an taktmlanm saraya 
gondermesine dair bir ferman gonderilirdi. Bunun 11zerine gerek 
sarayda gerekse damad tarafmda hummah bir hazuhk b~lardt. 
Pad~ah evlenecek olan ister kendi klZI, isterse hanedandan 
ba~ka bir sultan olsun, hanedamn ba~t stfauyla gelin adaytnm 
ihtiyac;lanm tamamlamakla miikellefti. Yeni c;ift ic;in ~ehrin 
herhangi bir bolgesinde yeni bir saray yaptmr veya uygun bir 
konagt kirasl hazineden odenmek ~aruyla kiralardt. 

Damadm saraya gondermek zorunda oldugu b~hca agtrbklar, 
rnihr-i miieccel, ytiz11k, ku~ak, bir c;ift k\ipe ve bilezik, ayna, 
inci, mucevherli pabuc;, mest ve naJ.mdi. Darnad olacak kimsenin 
zenginligine bagh olarak bu agtrhgtn laymeti de artmaktaydt32. 
Aynca damad adaytmn b~ta valide sultan olmak iizere harem 250<251 
halkma da hediyeler takdim etmesi adettendi. Mali durumu iyi 
olmayan damad adaytna haztrltklan tamamlayabilmesi ic;in 
hazineden para verildigi de olurdu. 

Dugunlerin b~mdan sonuna kadar idaresi Darussaade Agasmm 
sorumlulugu altmdaydi. N~an ve nikah torenleri farkl1 giinlerde 
yapthr, ilgili kimselere davetiyeler gonderilerek saraya gelecekleri 

III. Murad'm 1582'de oglu Sehzade Mehrned ic;in tenipledigi zaman bildirilirdi. 16. yCtzy1lm sonlanna kadar hanedarun kadm 
stinnet dugunii, Osmanlt lstanbulu'nun ~hit oldugu en buytik azalannm Eski Saray'da bulunmalan ytiz11nden dugunun bazt 
eglencelerden biriydi. Hazuhklanna bir ytl onceden b~lanan torenleri de burada yaptlmaktaydt. III. Murad doneminde 
toren Slrasmda, davetlilerin hediyelerini takdim etmeleri, Harem'in bir ktsmmm Topkapt Sarayt'na ta~mmasl uzerine, 
zanaatkarlann 39 gOn surdugu soylenen alay gec;i~leri, amtlar tahttaki pa~ahm klzlanrun dugunleri Topkapt Sarayt'nda, olen 
arasma gerilen iplerde cambazlann maharetlerini sergilemeleri, veya tahttan indirilen padi~ah ktzlannmkiler ise Eski Saray'da 
denizcilerin meydana sanduka ic;inde derya getirmeleri, bir yaptlmaya ba~lanrm~tt. Kararla~nnlan gOnde saraytri torenin 
kedinin cambazhk yapmast, alana hiiyilk bir dag ve iki kale yaptlacagt ktsrm degerli ku~larla, fanuslarla silslenir, davetliler 
maketinin getirilmesi, turlu oyunlar, gosteriler izleyicilere ic;in goste~li c;adrrlar kurulurdu. Damad adayuun alayla saraya 
hayatlan boyunca unutamayacaklan anlar y~am. Ozellikle de gonderdigi ~an bohc;ast Harem kapLSmda "Dlirilssaade Agast" 
agzmdan at~ler sac;an mekanik bir ejderha, izleyen herkesin tarafmdan teslim ahmrdt. .Bunlan ic;eriye goturen aga, gelin 
agtzlannt ac;tk btraktl. Senligin 40. gOnu Vezir Cerrah Mehmed ; adaytmn n~an bohc;asmt getirip, damad adaytnm sagdtcma 
Pa~a. ~ehzadeyi sOnnet etti. Bunun rneydandaki' kalabahga j teslim ederdi. Bohc;amn ve kenan ~lemeli ba~6rtiis11nun sagdtc; 
yanstmast tbrahim Pa~a Sarayt'nm onundeki devasa nahtlm tarafmdan teslim aluunastyla ~an iesmen ilan ed~ olur ve 
ate~lenmesi ve gece ~enligin en ~atafath eglencelerinin ~ saraya gelenlere ziyafet ~ekilirdi. Enesi gOn c;ifun nikalu laythrdt. 
tertiplenmesi oldu. . Hamm sultanlann padi~ah babalan nezdindeki laymetlerine, 

pa~ sevdigi ya cia sevmedigi selefinin lazt ol~p olmamalanna 
ya da daha b~ka sebeplere gore nikahm layt!acagt yer Kubbealn, 
Darilssaade Agasmm odas1 veya saraytn ba~ka bir bolilmil 
olabilirdi. Merasim giinil hazu bulunacaklar nikah mahallinde 
kendilerine aynlan yerlere yerl~ti.kten sonra geline vekalet eden 

Eglencelerin bir sure daha devam ettirilmesi du~unulurken t 

Yenic;erilerle Sipahiler arasmda biiyiik bir kavgamn c;tkmast: i 
herkesin keyfini kac;rrdt. Ya~ananlara lazan III. Murad duguniln i 
52. gOnii Topkapt Sarayt'na dondii ve ~enlikler sona erdi31. ! 



i 

i 
Darussaade Agast, damadm vekilleri ve ~ahitler gelirler, l 
;ieyho.lislam nikah akdini ge~c;ekl~tirirdi. Dilnissaade Agasmm ~ 
nikahm tamamlandtgtm padi~aha haber vermesiyle, hanr ; 
bulunanlara hil'ader giydirilir, ikramda bulunur ve nihayet rum 
bunlardan sonra merasim sona ererdi. 

Padi~ahlann c;ocuklaruun dogumuna "viladet-i humily1ln" ismi 
verilirdi. Hanedanm yeni bir ferdirtin dunyaya geli~i. gerek 
sarayda gerekse b~ta istanbullular olrnak iizere balk arasmdan 
toren ve ~enliklerle kudarurdt35. 

ilk olarak "Darussaade Agast". ~ehzade veya sultarun dogum 
haberiiti "Silahdar Agaya", aga da burun saray halla.na duyururdu. 

, Saraydan gonderilen cuceler?en veya musahiplerden birt36 
Dugunde damad, devlet ricalini mevkilerine gore gruplar halinde 
konagma davet ederek onlara ziyafet c;ekerdi. Bu stralarda 
sarayda lana gecesinin heyecaru y~arurdi. Kma gec~ine devlet 
ridl.linin e~lerinden kimlerin kanlacag1, beraberlerinde 
getirecekleri hediyelerin kiymet ve mikt.arlan sadrazam tarafinda . 
defter edilerek padi~aha takdirn edilirdi. Davediler ve harem : 
halki haremde ~ vesilesiyle tertiplenen eglencelerle gecenin : 
gee; saatlerine kadar ho~c;a vakit gec;irirler, sonra da o geceyi : 
gec;irmek uzere kendilerini misafir eden padi~ahm kadm l 

efendilerinin dairelerine c;ekilirlerdi. : 

Kmadan sonra gelinin c;eyizi buyilk bir alayla damadm sarayma , 
goruruhlr, damad c;eyizi getirenlere ihsanlarda bulunurdu. Enesi 
giin gelin, oncekinden daha iht$.mh bir alayla darnadm sarayma 
nakledilirdi. (eyiz alaylan genellikle C:ar~amba, "Arus AlaYl" 
da denilen "Gelin Alaylan" ise Per~embe giinleri yaptlmakla 
birlikte, bazen her iki alay ayru giinde de diizenlenebilmekteydi. 
Gelini getirenlerden yalruzq~ Sadrazam, Seyhulislam ve Vezirler 
yatst namazma kadar damadm saraY1fida bekler, namazdan · 
sonra Seyhulislamm duasmt muteakiben damadm hareme · 
aonderdikten sonra kendi konaklanna donerlerdi. Ertesi giin 
b 
darnad ve sultan, devlet ricaline rurh1 hediyeler gonderirlerdiJJ. 
Hediyeleri alanlar, bunlan getirenlere bah~i~ ve armagan~ar 
verirdi. · 

Sultanlann dugiinlerinin suresi ve ~atafau, evlenecek sultamn 
kimligme gore degi~ebilmekteydi. Mesela pa~ahm ilk veya ilk 
olmasa bile c;ok sevdigi bir k1zmm dogunu hayli debdebeli 
olabilmekte ve birkac; ay surerdi. Buna kar~thk b~taki pad~ah 
rarafmdan sevilmeyen bir selefm yine sevilmeyen bir ktzmm 
dugunu bir iki gun ic;inde nispeten sonuk bir ~ekilde 
tamamlamrdt. Yavuz'un ktzt Hatice Sultan'm, Kanuni'nin ktzl 
Mihrimah Sultan'm, IV. Mehmed'in klZl Hatice Sultan'm, Ill. 

Sadrazama mujdeli haberi verirdi. Bu Strada yeni hanedan 
azastrun dogumunu, Yeni Saray (Topkapt SaraYl). Yedikule, 
Klzkulesi ve Hisarlar'dan, belirli saatlerde top anlrnak suretiyle 
halka duyurulur, bir taraftan da ~ehirde tellallar do~nnhrdt37. 
18. yt1zY1ldan itibaren Anadolu ve Rumeli halkt da pad~ahm 
c;ocugu oldugundan haberdar edilmeye ba~lanmt~u38. 

Saraydan gonderilen memurlar vasttastyla dogumdan haberdar 
olan Sadrazam, Seyhulislam ve diger devlet erkaru hemen enesi 
giin Saraya -giderek pad~aht tebrik ederler, burada kendilerine 
klirk ve hil'at giydirilirdi. Aynca "Darussaade Agast" veya "Kahya 
Kadm". saray d~mdaki evli sultanlara, belli ba~b devlet rtcali 
ile Seyhulislam ailelerine birer tezkereyle dogumu bildirip, 
Saraya davet ederdi. Devlet ricalinin ~leri sadrazamm konagmda 
toplamr, hep birlikte arabalarla Saraya, yeni anneniri yaruna 
gec;erlerdi. DavetWer uc; giin muddetle Sarayda rnisafir edilirler 
ve dogum vesilesiyle yaptlan eglencelere kauhrlardt39. 

Dogumun getirdigi mutluluk havast, Yeni Saray'dan ba~larnak 
iizere dalda dalga butiin lstanbul'a ve ulkeye yaythrdi. Donanma 
ve "~ehr-ayinler" tertiplenir, c;ar~1 pazar me~aleler, kandiller, 
fanuslarla suslenir, fi~ekler auhr, sokaklarda c;~itli eglenceler 
yapthrdt4o. Bu eglencelerin suresi ~artlara gOre degi~mekte idi. 
Mesela, I. Mahmud ve lll. Osman'm c;ocuklan olmarru~. bu 
uzun aradan sonra diinyaya gelen rn. Mustafa'run ktzt Hiberullah 
Sultan ic;in on glln st1ren ~enlikler diizenle~ti. Ill. Mustafa'run 
diger kizlanndan Beyhan Sultan'm dogumunda uc; giin u~ gece, 
I. Abdulhamid'in oglu Sehziide Ahmed'irtkirtde ise yedi glln 
yedi gece donanma ve ~ehr-ayirt yapilm~uH. 

Ahmed'in klZl Fa~ma S~l.~an'm, ll .. Mahmud'~n kl~t ~dil~ Divlinyolu'ndaki Torenler 
Sultan'm, II. A?dul~ar~ud m ktzt Natme Sultan m dugunlen · Eminonu'nun sahne oldugu merasimlerde kullamlan ana 
hanedan dugunlenmn en ~atafathlanndan baztlandtr. . giizergah Divanyolu idi. Divan toplannlanna gelenlerin kullandt~ 

Dugunler vesilesiyle diizenlenen ~e~erde b~ta Saray olmak 
uzere, devlet ricalinin konaklan ve lstanbul'un c;~tli yerleri 
rengarenk fanuslar, .kandiller, me~aleler, fenerlerle st1slenir, bazt 
yerler ktymedi kumaslarla bezenir, yer yer taklar kurulurdu. 
Bazt dugunlerde, c;ektiri ruru gemilerin buyt1kc;e maketleri 
yaptlarak. bunun ic;ine top ve rufekler yerl~tirilirdi. Bu rnaketler, 
altlanna konulan tekerleklerle sehrin sokaklannda do~tmhrken 
ir;lerinde bulunanlar top ve tufekleri ate~lerler, seyircileri 
· co~tururlardt. Bazt dugunlerde de denizin uzerine gemi, kale ~ 
ya da ada maketleri yapllir bunlann etrafmda turlu gosteriler ~ 
sergUenirdi. Sehrin buyt1k meydanlannda cambazlar, ~~ebazlar, 
c;emberlerle . oynayanlar ve daha birc;ok huner sahibi 
maharetleriyle ~ehrin sakinlerine ho~ anlar ya~aurlardt34. 

Sultanahmet'ten Beyazu'a kadar uzanan ve ayru zamanda ~hrin 
en Onemli caddesi olan yol admt buradan al~ur. Gerek bu 
i~levi, gerekse de geni~ligi ile Divanyolu, Eminonu'niin en 
prestijli yoluydu"~2 . 

Valide sultarun ~ik alaYl dogumdan hemen sonra Eski Saray'm 
Bayezid Camii tarafmdaki Bugdayctlar Kap15t'ndan yola c;tlo.p, 
Divanyolu, Destereciler, Ayasofya, Acemioglanlar Kollugu 
iizerinden saraya ul~udi. Dogumdan aln giin sonra tertiplenen 
sadrazamm b~ alaJI ise P~kaplSl'ndan c;Llap, Divanyolu'ndan 
saraya gelirdi43. 

Saltanann ~ianndan olan killc; ku~anrna merasirnlerinde, pa~ 
Eyiip'e kara yoluyla gidecekse alayla Babussade'den c;tktp, 



' ' i 
askerlerin arasmdan yoluna devam eder, Fatih'in turbesini : 
ziyaret ettikten sonra Eyilp'e inerdi. Deniz yoluyla gidecekse.j 
Harem-i Humayiln'un Percle Kap1s1'ndan <;tklp, atla sahildeki ! 
Sinan P~ ko~kilne iner, buradan dumenini "bostanab~t"run ! 
tuttugu uc; fenerli ~altanat kaytgtyla Eyilp'e gec;erdi. Bu arada ; 
karadan alayla Eyiib'e gelen Sadrazam, erkAn-1 devlet ve digerleri ; 
pad~aru Bostan tskelesi'nde kar~tlarlardt. Buradaki toren sona I 
erince, Padi~ah deniz yoluyla gelm~se karadan, kara yoluyla i 
gelmi~se de denizden, nadiren de karadan geldigi halde yine ! 
karadan, tekrar alayla saraya donerdi. 

Denizden gelindigi i<;in ziyaret edilemeyen Fatih'in turbesi, 
donu~te mutlaka ziyaret edilirdi. Karadan gidi~ veya donu~ 
esnasmda .pad~ahm, Sehzade Camii'nin kar~1smdaki "Eski 
Odalar"m onunden gec;erken yenic;erilerin 61. cemaatinin 
"Odab~1" tarafmdan kendisine sunulan ~erbeti ic;mesi ve kaseyi 
alurtla doldurup geri vermesi ve bundan sonra odaba~mm da 
uc; kurban kesmesi kanundu44• Halil tnalctk'a gore, tahta c;oom , 
padi~ah, ~astl sarayda devlet buyilklerinin biatini ahyorsa, ; 
Eyiibsultan'da da lal..tc; alayt ile "Ehl-i Velayet"in bianru almaktaydJ. 
Klhc; ku~anlan sultana, bu S11rette gaza vazifesi ve T annsal vela yet 
emanet ediliyordu, boylece yeni Padi~ah hukilmrartltk hakk1 
kazaruyor, te'yid-i ilahi gerc;ekl~tiriliyordu. lnalak, Hz. Eyiib'11n, 
ku~atmayt kaldtrd1gt zaman, imparatordan Ayasofya'da dua 
etme musaadesi almast ve ~hre girerek arzunu yerine getinnesi 
rivayetine aufta bulunarak, pa~ahlann Eyilb'e ge~-gi~lerinde 
kullandtklan g11zergarun da bu rivayetle baglanns1 oldugunu 
soylemektedir45. 

Sefere c;:~ torenlerinde, ruglann c;tkarnldJgt gUn orduyla birlikte 
sefere memur edilen esnaf da Sultanahmet Carnii avlusunda 
toplarur ve enesi giin alayla ordugaha giderlerdi. Sefere ugurlama 
suasmdaki merasirnin en heyecanh giinil "Buyilk alay"m yaptlacagt 
gt.mdu. Sabah devlet ricali alay tertip etmek ve "Sancag-1 Seritirl 
ihrac1 ic;in sarayda toplarurdt. D~an c;:tkarulan "Sancag-1 Serif', 
ba~ka bir yoldan ordugaha gonderilirdi. Sarayda "fetihhanlar" 
tarafmdan Feth-i ~erif, sultan ~eyhlerinin birisi tarafmdan seferin 
zaferle neticelenrnesi ic;in dualar okunur, duanm bitiminde 
Pad~ah Babussaade'den c;tkardt. Haztr bulunanlar derhal alay 
tertibi ahr ve sokaklan dolduran halkln methiyeleri, dualan 
~l~ginde ordugaha dogru ilerlenirdi. 

Bayramm uc;uncu g11nli Divlinyolu tekrar hareketlenirdi. 
Padi~ahlar, bayramla~mak uzere Beyaz1t'daki Eski Saray'a 
gelirlerdi. Ancak bu gelenek 19. yiizytlda terkedilmi~. btinun ; 
yerine ~ehrin c;:~itli mesire yerleri tercih edil~tir. Sehre as1l ' 
hareketliligi kazandtran ise Sadrazamm bliyilk kol denilen alayla 
Eyiib'e gelerek, yenic;eri agas1mn verdigi ziyafete kanlmas1ydt46. 
Sadrazam ziyafetten sonra, ikirldiyi muteakiben alayla Edirne 
Kap1s1'ndan ~ehre girer, Sehzadeba~1'nda yenic;erilerin altm~ 1 
birirlci onast tarafmdan kendisirle sunulan ~erbeti ic;:er ve b~ , 
verip, konagtna gelirdi. 17. yilzytlm sonlanndan beri icra edilen ! 
bu alay, II. Viyana bozgunu ve sonrasmdaki sava$ ortam1 i 
yilzunden uzun sure yap1lamam~. birkac; kez ihya edilmeye · 
c;ah$1lm1~, nihayet Nev~ehirli lbrahim Pa~a tarafmdan tekrar i 
canlan~uz-47. j 

17. yUzytlm sonu ya da 18. yUzytlda "Hrrka-i Saadet" ziyaretinin 
yapudtgt g11n lstanbul bir b~ka merasime, Yenic;erilerin "Baklava 
Alayt"na ~ahitlik ederdi. BugOn, "Kaptkulu Ocaklan"run her on 
neferine hirer tepsi hesab1yla verilmek 11zere dUzinelerce baklava 
tepsisi futalara sanh bir ~kilde Saray'da Matbah-1 Amire onunde 
dizilirdi. tlk tepsi, "Silahdar Aga" tarafmdan bir numarah 
"Yenic;eri" olan Pa~aha takdim edilmek 11zere ahrurdt. Daha 
sonra her Yenic;eri ortasmdan iki ki$i bir tepsi ahp, bolugun 
amirleri bunlann online dO$er, bu $ekilde Divanyolu'nun iki 
tarafma dizil~ lstanbullular'm alkl$lan arasmda kl~lalanna 
giderlerdi. Baklava tepsileri ve futalar ertesi gOn saraya teslim 
edilirdi. Son Baklava Alayt, Yenic;eriligin kaldmlmasmdan iki 
ay once yapt~nr"S. 

Camilerdeki T orenler 
Pek de all$tk olmadtgtffilZ bir $ekilde, Osmanhlar'da zaman 
zaman camilerin de hirer te$rifat ve merasim mahalli olarak 
kullaruldtklanru gormekteyiz. Meselli, Hz. Peygamber'in do gum 
gllnli saytlan Hicr'I Rebiulevvel aytrun 12. g11n11 MevUd Kandili 
olup, Osmanhlar'dan c;:ok onceleri ·de !slam aleminde 
kutlanmaktaydl. Osmanhlar, kutlamalara resmi bir huviyet 
kazandtnp, merasi:me kanlacaklann uyacaklan t~rifat kaidelerini 
teferruatlt bir ~kilde tespit e~lerdi. Resmi merasim lstanbul'da 
onceleri Ayasofya, 1627'den itibaren de Sultanahmet Camii'nde 
yap1ltrdt. Padi~ahlann bazen b~ka bir camiyi tercih ettigi de 
olurdu. Toren nerede yapilirsa yaptlsm, bu vesileyle dagtulan 252<253 

~eker ve ~erbet ile mevlidhanlara verilen caize ve hil'atlerin 
burun masrafian Sultan I. Ahmed'in bu ~ ic;in tesis ettigi husust 
valoftan ka~lamrdt. Mev lid okunacagt gun, kendisine davetiye 
gonderilmeyenler sabahm erken saatlerinden itibaren, davetiye 
gonderilenler ise belirtilen saatte tOren ktyafetleri ile camiye 
gelerek kendilerine aynlan yerlere orururlardl. Herkes yerini 
almca Fetih S1lresi okunmaya ba$lamrdt. Tam bu esnada, 
Saraydan alayla camiye gelen Pad~ah da mahfel-i hllmayilna 
girerdi. Geldiginin i~areti olmak uzere mahfelin kafesi ac;thr, 
herkes ayaga kalkar, Sadrazam ve Seyhulislam Pa~ selamlar, 
bundan sonra kafes tekrar kapamr ve herkes yerine otururdu. 
Ayasofya ~yhi, Sultanahmet $eyhi ve nobet<;i $eyh Slray~ kilrsuye 
<;tktp vaaz verirler, vaazlar bitince mevlidh.anlar mevlid okumaya 
ba$larlardL lkinci mevlidhanlar "Geldi bir ak ku~ kanad1yla 
revan/ Arkarru stgadt kuvvetle hemlin" beytini okuyunca cemaat 
ayaga kalkardJ. Bu Slrada sadrazam, Mekke ~rifi ile "emirUlhac"m 
namelerini "mujdecib3$1"ndan ahp, "Reisulklittab" eliyle pa~ 
gonderirdi. Reisulkfmab bu mekrubu pad~ahm huzurunda 
yilksek sesle okuyup, tekrar eski yerine donerdi. Dc;uncu 
"Mevlidhan"m da mevlid okumayt bitirmesiyle devlet ricali 
haricirldekiler evlerine dagilirdJ. Devlet ricali ise caminin 6n11nde 
alay dlizeni altp, pa~aht beklemeye b~larlardt. Pa~ camiiden 
c;:lklnca kendisini bekleyenleri selamlaytp alayla saraya donerdi. 
Ondan sonra sadrazam da kapt hallayla Babtali'ye doner, burada 
herkes kendi evine dagilirdt49_ · 

ls!am aleminde genellikle Kur'an'm nazi! olmaya b~ladJgt kutlu 
zaman dilimi olarak kabul edilen ve ~Kadir Gecesi" ismi verilen 



RamaZafl'm 27. gecesi Qsroanhlai'da da hUSUSisureneyadedilmekteydi. 
Bu gece Pa~ah buyuk bir alayla Topkapt Sara)'l'ndan Ayasofya 
Camii'ne, bazen de b~ka bir camiiye gelirdi. Sayet pa~ yazhk 1 
bir saraydaysa. saltanat ka)'lgiyla Topkap1 Saray'ma ge~r. teravihten i 
sonra c1a alay tertip olunurdu. Mbussaade'den Ayasofya Camll'ne 
kadar uzanan yolun iki tara& ala)'ln ge~ i¢11 kandiller, fanuslar ve 

1 

m~elerle aydmlaohrdt Pa~ saraya don($ de geldigi gibi ! 

alayla olurdu50. ! 
"Cuma selamhgi", canticle herhangi bir t~rifat uygulanmasa da, 
Pac:l.$lhm gerek camiye g~de gerekse telaar saraya don~de 
ban eorenler uy~rak icra edilirdi51

• 

Ba~ ve Toren Yerlerinin De~im.i 
Eroinonu at;lSIIldan tOren ve ~erin kmlma noktast 19. yiiZyllda 
ger<;ekle.?ti. Zira donemde kadim devlet yapuanmasmda, devlet 
felsefesinde meydana gelen de~ ve don~erin tesiriyle kadim 
te.?rifat kaidelerinin tatbikinde, merasimlerin ve $enliklerin hem 
dllzenlenmesinde hem de mekarunda Onemli de~er meydana 
geJdi52. Yeniden $e~end~eye ~al!$ilan devletin ih~ya9anna 
cevap verebilecek yeru mekanlar ol~turma arzusuyla padi$ahlar, bu 
donemde Be$ikta$ taraflanna yoneldiler. Dolmabah~e ve YtldiZ 
saraylaniun in$a edilerek Padi$ahlann buraya ta$UUllasi iizerine 
pa~ $ahsma bagll olarak EminOmi taraflannda icra edilen 
t6renlerin bu yeni bolgeyi kaydl. 
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Ceremonies in the Ottoman 
Era and Emin6nU 

I 
I 
'. 

Formalities, in short protocol in the closest meaning today, 
are the main power which provides difference for the one in 
the center of formalities, makes him or her extraordinary and 
even get him acquire the ruler charisma when a ruler is 
considered. Sound formalities are the product and sign o[ a 
powerful state organization. The philosophy directing the 
basic soucruring of state expresses itself with those formalities 
and offidal ceremonies where those formalities are practiced. 

How important those formalities in sovereignty of a ruler and 
finally in his fate is seen when what happened to Osman II 
is referred to. Because the most effective [actor among all 
others preparing the bad fate of Osman II was his ignoring 
ancient Ottoman formality traditions and left a side that 
formalities armor which enveloped him. 

While Sultan had to "show him without being seen", Osman 
II publicly came around, chased janissaries in the drinking 

i • houses, fought some of thern and injured with a dagger: 
r; Therefore, Osman ll became ordinary in the view of soldier 

. j l and public. Opinions of Thomas Roe, who was British 
q ambassador in Istanbul between the years 1621-1628, on 
f j dethronement of Osman II proves the situation clearly: "If he 
r. was not lost the fear and respect against him companying It is 
H grandeur by behaving unsuitably in the streets and drinking 
tJ houses as a S~ltmt, arresting the soldiers for their slight mistakes 



and he himself decided the location of the palace. as if he was a police force, mailing himself an ordinary, simple 
and despised creature instead of being a super human just seen 
and feared, sultan would not end up in this bad fate"!. After the Conqueror got built up all the buildings of his 

' centralized global empire he was going to try to establish during 
his life span, moved in Istanbul in winter of 1457-1458 years. Istanbul, especially the region that we defined and qualified as 

Eminonu today, was one of the most attractive geographies of · 
the world when the formalities had to reflect on Life and meet 
with space, even the first one. Each space, monument and 
building in that ar?a serving as capital for two of three biggest 
empires, Rome and the Ottoman, for hundreds of years lived 
or got it lived as an actor or wimess of formalities and ceremonies 
which made an emperor an emperor and a sultan a sultan. 

During Roman and Byzantine Era, all the official buildings were 
generally in today's Emin6ntt Big Palace, which occupied a 
broad area extending from Hippodrome to Marmara coast, was 
the imperial palace for Byzar~tine. Constantinus Square (today's 
<::emberli~ region), Augusteion Square (area in front of Hagias 
Sophia), Square Tauri (Today's Beyant region) are the most 
important square of the city. One of the two senate buildings 
of Constantinople was located in the north of Constantinus 
Square and the other was in the east of Augusteion Square. 
Hagias Sophia, the biggest church of Constantinople and 
Orthodoxies, served as host of some official ceremonies. Million 
Stone got built up by Constantine I had an important place for 
imperial ceremonies during medieval Byzantine era. Hippodrome, 
which started to construct in 196 by Septimus Severus and 
officially opened on 11 May 330 by Constantine I, was not an 
only entertainment place where carriage races took place, 
gladiator fights were carried out and wild animal fights were 
realized. Some courts and official institutions were also there. 
Punishments were implemented there, general political 
discussions were carried out there. 

Construction of Istanbul after the conquest 
When Mehmed 11 entered into the city from Topkap1 (one of 
city gateways) with the quality of "Ebu'l-feth (conqueror)", he 
met a city in ruins. However, Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror 
was decisive about making Istanbul worthy to be the center for 
the global empire he planned to establish. After the conquest, 
tremendous settlement and construction works started in the 
city. They tried to bring back Greeks escaped during the 
conquest. Population flow was provided obligatorily a11d 
voluntarily from the other parts of Empire to Istanbul. For those 
immigrating to Istanbul was encouraged and their immigration 
was facilitated2. 

On contrary to the general opinion, Conqueror did not settle 
in Istanbul immediately after the conquest. In order to transport 
administration instrument from Edirne to Istanbul, it was 
necessary to construct buildings to meet the needs of 
administrative structure. Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror order 
the construction of a palace for him in the area where Istanbul 
University stands today. It was narrated that Sultan gave this 
order while he was going to Edirne twenty days after the conquest , 

Hence, Istanbul became the new and final capital of the 
Ottoman. 

After the Conqueror used this palace submitted to his service 
in 1458 as his · residence for a short time, he ordered the 
construction of another palace. At the end of his detailed 
consultations and researches with his many engineers and 
consultants, Sultan picked the former acropolis of the Byzantines. 
The region defined as "Zeytunluk" was expropriated by 
compensating the houses of Muslims and non-Moslems, and a 
broad area was obtained for the new palace. Various sets were 
established in order to arrange the slope area and it was decided 
to construct the main palace building on the highest set on the 
hillside3. 

During the process starting from the period of Sultan Mehmet 
the Conqueror, Emin6nt1, which had been the main 
administrative region of the Byzantine Empire, continued his 
same function in Istanbul of the Ottomans. Former palace, 
Topkapi Palace, Hagias Sophia serving as the grand mosque of 
the city, Sultan Ahmed Mosque, At Meydam and majority of 
mansions of high level officials were located in this region. 
Concentration of central administration of the Ottoman in L 
today's Emin6m1 region made this region the scene for application 256<2571 
of formalities, ceremonies and festivals which are the main 
argumentations to reflect the organization and glory of the 
empire. 

Ceremonies in Topkap1 Palace 
First one of the main centers for the Ottoman ceremonies was 
Topkapi Palace. When the plans of the palace are looked over, 
it is better understood that to what extent the ceremonies to be 
held there were taken into consideration during the planning 
of the space. Bab-1 Humayan, the main entrance gatewaY. of the 
palace, prepares the persons entering into the palace upon a 
ceremony or for business for what they would meet inside by 
means of its chalet which existed over it in the past, its strong 
appearance and its architecture reminding triumphal arches-f. 
When one entered into from Bab-1 Humllytln, he arrived at firSt 
court, also so-called Alay Square. In the architectural design of 
this court, the desire to create a broad formalities area is clearly 
seen. Because the service buildings of palace such as the buildings 
belonging to Enderun Hospital where the patients irl the palace 
were treated, Has Bakery which met the bread need of palace, 
Odun Arabactlan Ocagt (Building of Coachmen for Wood 
Coaches), which provided the wood need of palace and carried 
the patients, Hastmlar Ocagt (Mat Makers Buitding), where 
mats of palace were woven, were shifted to left or right of the 
court and a broad square was created. This court could have 
cover hundreds of people during the ceremonies such as funerals, 
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notified that all preparations were completed. Afterwards, . 
staning from nakibule~raf (those regarded to come from the ' 

blood of the prophet or to follow his way), everybody came 
according to the order of formalities and did obeisance to new 
sultan if it was an accession ceremony or submitted their 
greetings to Sultan if it was a religious festival. The area in front 
of Babussade turned to a ceremonial area in the beginning of 
an eXpedition. Especially for the expeditions realized under the 
command of Sultan himself and so-called sefer-i humayCln, 
army was sent off with pompous ceremonies. Plumes of sultan 
were set up in front of Babussaade as a sigrt of expedition. On 
the day when plumes would be traTlSported to Davutpa~a or 
Uskudar, plumes of high level statesmen to take part in expedition 
were brought to Babiali in early morning by plume carriers and 
they went to the palace in company of janissary band of musiciarlS 
in order of a procession and took the plumes of sultan and then 
again in tqe same procession order, went to the place where 
the army would gather. There tents were pitched up, plumes 
were set up in front of the tents of their ownerslO. ... 
Another important space for formalities and ceremonies was 
Kubbealu. Divan-1 Humayun, by which empire was managed 
until the midst of 18th century, met there everyday in the very 
beginning, and then four days in a week since the beginning 
of 16th century with great formalities. Members of Divan-1 
Hurnayun came to Hagias Sophia via Divanyolu, and generally 
paid their morning prayers there. After the prayer they passed 
to Topkapi Palace, arrived at Kubbealu from Bab11sselarn via a 
road so-called Vizier Road, and at the end of Divan-1 Humayun 
meeting they again returned to their mansions in the same 
flamboyance mannerll . 

Divan met through a very pompous ceremony in order to 
distribute the salaries ofkapikulu soldiers. On that day, when 
Divan-1 Humayun met, both their negotiations continued and 
janissary band of musiciarts brought the salaries of janissaries 
in leather bags there. When they were completed, grand vizier 
sent a shon letter to sultan asking for his permission to distribute 
the salaries, and upon the permission of sultan they started to 
distribute the salaries. Before distributing r:he salaries, it was a 
tradition to serve soup, rice and desert from palace kitchen to 
janissaries or serve meat cooked by boiling if it was Ramadan. 
Those foods served in front of Bab11ssade. When chief sergeant 
gave the signal with his coattail, janissaries waiting at Middle 
gateway run altogether to get their food and ate in the court. 
If janissaries. did not eat the food served for them, it was sign 
of a rebel. After the meal, they met again in front of the Middle 
Gateway. There, Chief Sergeant started a chant loudly, and at 
the end of his chant when he cried "say hu(a kind of dervish 
greeting)", janissaries said "hu" altogether. Then distribution of 
salaries was startedl2. 

Ambassadors of other countries were first taken in Kubbeal~t 
when they arrived at the palace and then in Arz Odast (a room 
where sultan meet with high level officials). Divan constituted 
to accept ambassadors was named "ambassador divan". 
Ambassadors were invited to Divan-1 Humayun on meeting 
days in order to submit the letter of their rulers. However, if 
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there was not an emergency, ambassadors were invited to Divan- I 
1 Humayun on the day when salaries were distributed in order ·I 
to let them see the glory of the Ottomans. Those divan meetings I 
when both salaries were distributed and ambassadors were I 
accepted were so-called "Grand Divan" or "Superior Divan". I 
Ambassador invited to the palace on the day of divan meeting I 
concerning salarieS was made wait in front of Alay Chalet across 1! 
Pasha Gateway With his attendants. During this time, grand , 
vizier got out with a procession, first greeted his chief sergeant I 
next to ambassador, and then greeted ambassador and went on j 
his way. After grand vizier left with the procession, ambassador I 
and his delegation went on their way. When ambassador arrived j 
at the palace, he got off his horse at Middle Gateway, and was ! 
taken to main gatehouse in accompany of the interpreter of l 
Divan-1 Humayun in order to have a shan rest. Ambassador j 
entered into from Middle Gateway at the same moment when l 

janissaries staned to run for rive and desen. When delegation I 
got close to Kubbealu, major domo of janitors welcomed the I 

. I 
chief sergeant beside ambassadorand then tehy altogether entered · 
into Kubbealu. 

If the ambassador was from a non-moslim country, grand vizier, 
in order not to stand up in front of ambassador, passed to divit 
room before ambassador entered into Divanhane, and after 
ambassador entered into he got out of that room and took his 
seat. Upon grand vizier's entering into those in Divanhane 1 

stood up. In this situation, ambassador thought that they stood ! 
up to show respect to his country, those in divan considered J 

that they stood up for grand vizier. However, an ambassador i 
from a moslim country visited the palace, this method was not 
applied, and grand vizier waited in Divanhane and everybody 
stood up when ambassador entered into. Ambassador kissed 
the coattail of grand vizier, and then sat on the chair prepared . 
for him in front of marksman, irl presence of a embassy secretary ! 
on his right side and an ~te~ret~r of divan-1 humayun on his j 
left side. After the salary dlStnbuuon was completed, he on the 1 
table of grand vizier and his attendents on the table of others ! 
had their meal n . j 

Another ceremony for which Kubbealu was one ?f the mam i 
spaces was organized to send donation by sultan to two holy r 

haretns (Medirla and Mecca). Those to attend ceremony were i 
invited to the palace one day before by darussaade agasi and I 
major domo, and admiral was instructed to keep ready the 1 

galleon which would carry the procession, at Vezir wharf or I 
, Kirec wharf in Ernin6nu. Places in the palace such as Kubbealn I 

and Alay Chalet, where sultan would watch the ~rocessio_n and 
hence which had to be adorned were decorated wtth magnifi.cant 1 

fubri~. 1 

The following day those irlvited were accepted in the divan I 
room of darussade agasi and first ceremony was held there. I 
After the meal, ones in the room went to the tent across Kubbealn. 
Upon Divan sergeants' notifying the arrival of sultan, everybody 
got ready to welcome him. Sultan getting out of Babussaade on 

horseback sat on the seat of marksman in Kubbealn. In the tent, 
donation bags were counted, account book was sealed and then 
darussaade agasi in company of authority for donation came 
fore the !?ultan and he submitted donation account books and 
letter of sultan to that authority. Suras from Koran and 
encomiums were cited, prayed, donation bags so-called malunil­
i ~erif and a female camel carrying the gifts and a spare one 
were taken about in the square. Later on, darussaade agasi took 
about the camel and at the end of third tour upon the a signal 
of sultan, he submitted silver chain of camel to authority and 
its silk leash to stirrupman. In case he did not receive such a 
signal, it meant he was freed from his post, and aga went to 
Mecca with that donation processi.onl4. 

A ceremony was organized in the palace on the occasion of the 
Ottoman princes' being appoirlted as the governor of flag states 
irl order to get prepared for sultanate. One of rare examples of 
those ceremonies, which were hard to specify, was the ceremony 
organized on the occasion of Murad Ill's son Prince Mehmed's 
being appointed as the governor ofManisa, the flag state. During 
the period of Mehmed III, who accessed to throne in 1595, 
implementation of sending the princes to flag states was 
terminated completely and that ceremony was not executed 
any morel5. 

Funeral prayers of sultans were carried out in the palace. Even 
that prayer for the sultans passed away out of Istanbul ~as 258<259~ 
carried out, it was repeated in the palace. For example, dunng 
way that the corpse of Sultan Suleyrnan the Lawmaker was 
taken to Istanbul, funeral prayer was carried out two times, 
however; a third time it was carried out in the palace. After the 
execution of accession ceremony, new sultan ordered that the 
funeral arrangements for his predecessor to be carried out. It 
is seen that different parts of the palace was used for the funeral 
ceremony. For example, coffin of Selim II was put on a wooden 
bench prepared in Servili Road and his funeral paryer was 
carried out there. Funeral of Murad III was carried out irl front 
of Helvahane, funeral of Mehmed Ill in front of Babussaade, 
funeral of Murad IV in the palace coun16. 

Funeral prayer was usually led by chief religious officer, if he 
was not available, by Thracen military judge or by one of leading 
scholars like palace imam. Some exceptions might have occured. 
For instance, funeral prayer of the Conqueror was led by Sheikh 
Ebulvefa, one of well-known sufis of the time. High level 
statesmen irl Istanbul attended the funeral, and new sultan also 
attended the prayer in front of the door of Arz Odast or Throne 
Hall. Only darussaade agasi among all other palace agas was 
allowed to attend the funeral. One of the strikirlg tradition upon 
the dead of sultans was to mourn. As a sign of mourning, 
everybody attending the funeral irlcluding the new sultan worn 
black clothes and black turban or tied a black scarf on their 
tuban. Under these circumstances, mourning was lasted for 
three days or a week. Starting from the midst of 17th century 
that mourning tradition was teqninated17. 
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Main pans of third coun ofTopkapi Palace where ceremonies · 
were held were Arz Odast and Htrka-i Saadet Flat. Arz Odast, 
which was got constructed by Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror 
for the first time was the place where janissary agasi, Thrace 
and Anatolia military judges, grand vizier, other viziers and . 
chamberlains were admitted to the presence of the sultan in an 
order and informed him on the day so-called "subntis~on day" 
after Divan-t Humayun meetings ended. During the period ; 
when Divan-t Humayun was met four days in a week, Sunday i 
and Tuesday were submission days, however; during the period 
when Divan was met twice a week, submission day was Tuesday. 
That admittance ceremony was held after Divan negotiations 
were completed and they had their meals. Sultan sat on his · 
throne in Arz Odas1 and admitted the delegation of Divan . . 
Foreign ambassadors were also admitted to the presence of 
sultan therets. 

hosted the ceremonies organized on the occasion of princes' 
reading Koran and Buhari from cover to cover. Viziers, chief 
religious officer, Anatolian and Thracen f!lilitary judges, 
nakibule~raf (those regarded to come from the blood of the 
prophet or to follow his way) and sheikhs of Hagias Sophia and 
Valide Sultan Mosque attended those ceremonies. the minister 
of foreign affairs. chamberlain and chief sergeant watched the 
ceremony om of its window21_ 

Some chale~ surrou~ding the palace became important during 
the ceremomes. For mstance, bed-i besmele (unique bismillah) 
ceremony was generally held in from of Sinan Pasha Chalet22 
also known as lncili Chalet which was located over the city 
walls on the coast at the outmost pan of the palace. Two days 
before th~ ceremony, a pavilion was set up for grand vizier in 
front of chalet, a large nomad tent for chief religious officer and 
aga1n ~large nomad tent for military judges and nakihiil~raf 
and tents for other high level statesmen. On the day of ceremony 
everybody sat the place reserved for himself and had their 
lunches. Sultan had his lunch in the palace and got down to 
chalet \vith a ceremony. Those waiting there ready welcomed 
sultan and came to Middle Gateway, took a prince and brought 
to chalet with a procession, and at the end of that ceremony 
they took them to palace again >vith a procession23. Another 
chalet getting important during the ceremonies was the building 
known as Alay KO~kii (Procession Chalet). That structure, which 
was estimated to be constructed during the period o[ the 
Conqueror for the first time, remained today with its latest form 
reconstructed by approximating it to the ground by Mahmud 
II in 1810. Alay Chalet was the place where sultan watched 

In the ceremony of the exchange of greetings on the occasion 
of a religious festival, Arz Odast became a place where people 
living in the palace extended their greetings to sultan. Official 
exchange of greetings started \vith Arife (the day before festival) 
Divaru. On that day, chief sergeant and sergeants of palace who 
were invited into palace by master of ceremonies beforehand, 
arranged opposite to justice Tower across Kubbealu. Then 
janissary band of musicians and horses taken from Has Stable 
took their places in the square. After late afternoon prayer, 
ceremony started, janissary band of musicians starred to play, 
sometimes sergeants applaus, and finally it ended with me pray 
of prayer sergeant. While the ceremony lasted outside, sultan 
exchanged greetings ,vith people of the palace on his throne 
set up in front of Arz Odast. After exchange of greetings with 
them. he listened to Koran in Agalar Mosque and returned to 
Arz Odast and then admitted agas of different departments and 
high level officials of navyyard to exchange greetings. In case 
that sultan could not have attended Arife Divarn on any reason, 
his turban was put on the throne and ceremony was executed19. 

Has Oda, so-called Htrka-i Saadet Flat today. was constructed 
during the period of the Conqueror, and some part of relics 
brought from Egypt during the period of the Grim were kept 
in that room. On the occasion mat Murad 1li had constructed ' 
a new Has Oda in Harem and got his bedroom moved there, 
this building was especially loomed large with relics it included 
under its body. The cloak brought to Istanbul among other : 
relics and narrated to be gifted to Ka'b bin Zuheyr by Mohammed 1 

created a spiritual atmosphere in the palace as of that date. 
During the later periods, it became an official implementation · 
to pay a visit to the cloak of Mohammed by people of palace . 
on 14th Ramadan and by those other than people of palace on ' 
15th Ramadan20. 

Southwest comer of has oda was convened into a throne hall 
used during some ceremonies held in the same period. Firstly 
grand vizier and chief religious officer then darussaade agasi ; 
and high level people of palace did their obeisance to new sultan 1 

during crown changes. The room for the cloak of Mohammed 1 

· various parade marches and listened to the demands of rebels 
during rebellions24. Yah Chalet, which was also known Cebeciler 
Chalet or Yalt Kasr-1 Humayunu, was another space which 
loomed large 'vith the feature of hosting ceremonies. Sultans 
watched the ceremonies which were held when navy made for 
the open sea, from this mansion and time to time they used it 
as an official admittance space25. 

Ceremonies in Babiali 
Another space for central administration in Eminonu, hence 
for official ceremonies and protocols was Babiali. It gradually 
became a governmental center instead of Pasha Mansion (Bab-
1 Asafi, Bab-1 Ali) and Divan-1 Humayun to execute state affairs 
as of the midst of 17th century. Before this, grand viziers were 
conducting the works related with their office in their own 
mansions. At this point, grand vizier palaces which had been 
located within the borders of Eminonll but now almost 
completely dissolved were another significant elements of official 
ceremonies. Upon Divan-1 Humayun's losing its importance, 
governmental meetings were held in grand vizier martsion so­
called Pasha Mansion or in Babiali. Buildings belonging to 
Ba~iali -:ere located in ErninOnll, thus it kept the quality of 
b~g an unponant space for central government in the following 
era m the same way that of in past. 



Greeting during religious festivals was officially started five days 
before the festival after the morning prayer until the beginning · 
of 18th century, and afterwards four days before the festival 
after the late afternoon prayer with the visit of grand vizier and 
his attendants to c,hief religious officer in his own mansion. 
And the following day, chief religious officer visited grand vizier. 
An official visited to another who had a higher rank, therefore 
exchange of greet~g between high level statesmen completed 
until the day before festival, then everybody got ready for the 
ceremony in the palace26. 

Babiali got more active also after the accession ceremony. 
Immediately after accession sultan had the seal so-called muhr-
i h~mayun carved for his name. One copy of this seal was given 
or sent to the former grand vizier who was freed from his post 
due sultane change or new grand vizier appointed by sultan. 
Grand vizier who was invited to the presence and submitted 
mtlhr-i humayun came to Babiali in company of vizierate 
procession and he vested high level statesmen who were freed 
from their posts due to sultanate change with caftan with a 
ceremony so-called ordinary caftan and sent them back to their . 
offices. During this ceremony chief religious officer was also · 
escorted grand vizier since their exit from the palace27. 

Salaries of all the groups except for janissaries among kapikullari 
were distributed at Pasha Mansion, and it was called "salary 
transfer" or "salary display". When salary distribution which 
continued for days was completed successfully, sultan sent hatt-
1 humayun, which was stated with its protocol name, fur and 
a decorated dagger to grand vizier and these were welcomed in 
Babiali with a ceremony28. 

Grand vizier commanded the army as chief commander and 
viziers as commander, and the ceremonies held when they 
would go to an expedition gained weight in the palace and also 
in Babiali. If grand vizier was charged with going to expedition, 
sultan sent a hau-1 humayun on this issue and a sword thickset 
with jewels to Babiali. Similarly to the ceremony when the 
plumes of sultan were set up in front of Babussaade, during the 
ceremony when the plumes of grand vizier were taken out high 
level statesmen were present there. 

Ceremonies in the old palace 
Another space for ceremonies in Eminonu was the old ·palace 
which was located in today's Beyant. After sultan settled in the 
New Palace, people of harem continued to live in the old palace 
until the period of the Lawmaker. During the period· of Murad 
Ill, Harem was moved.from the Old Palace to the New Palace 
(Topkapi Palace). Therefore, it became a habit to sent wives 
and daughters of decedent sultan to the Old palace from the 
New Palace upon sultanate changes. When Ahmed I accessed 
to throne in 1603, he brought his mother Sultan Mother Handan 
from the Old Palace to the new one with a ceremony. 
In this ceremony, so-called Mother Procession, which was 
organized upo~ order of new sultan to transport his mother 

from the old palace to new one a few days later than accession 
ceremony, statesmen were present in their ceremonial clothes 
in front of the old palace, and janissaries stood around two 
sides of cp.e road extending to T opkapi Palace and presented 
arms. Sultan Mother and her attendants came to the new palace 
in company of procession. This ceremony execmed until the 
old palace was left in the period of Mahmud II29. 

Ceremonies in Aoneydaru 
The region in Eminom'i, the name of which was usually cited 
due to rebellions or those ceremonies and festivals, was At 
Meydaru. At Meydaru had been a space for such events during 
Roman and Byzantine era and continued to be so during the 
Ottoman era. In Istanbul, At Meydam was the main place for 
a long time for <;ircumcision feast which was the biggest ceremony 
of the Ottoman palace open to the public. As much as it was 
concluded from the resources, the first circumcision feast was 
organized by Beyazid II in 1490 for his two princes. According 
to the narration of Hadidi, the historian, chieftains from all over 
the empire, representatives of depended states came to Istanbul 
upon the invitation the sultan. With the attendance of people 
of Istanbul, circumcision feast continued for one month with 
lavish meals and entertainmems30. Sultan Suleyman the 
Lawmaker organized circumcision feast two times irl At Meydaru. 260<261 ~ 
First one was the feast organized for Prince Selim, Prince 
Mehrned and Prince Mustafa irl 1530. Second feast was the one 
for Prince Bayezid and Prince Cihangir in 1539. 

The circumcision feast organized by Murad Ill for his son Prince 
Mehmed in 1582 was one of the biggest festival that Istanbul 
of the Ottoman witnessed. During the ceremony, preparations 
for which staned one year before, attendants had unforgettable 
moments with presentation of the gifts of those invited, parade 
marches of craftsmen which was said to be continued for 39 
days, dances of rope walkers on tightropes hung between 
monuments, a sarcophagus full of sea water and brought in the 
middle of square by sailors, dances of a cat, models of a big 
mountain and two castles established in the square, various 
games and shows. Especially a mechanical dragon spreading 
names from its mouth knocked out everybody. On the 40th 
day of feast, Vizier Surgeon Mehmed Pasha circumcised the 
prince. This circumcision was reflected on the crowd in the 
square with putting on fire the decorative tree in front of the 
palace by tbrahim Pasha and organizing the most pompous 
shows at that night. 

While it was planned to continue the enrenainmehts for a while, 
a great fight betweenjanissaries and sipahis disturbed everybody. 
Murad Ill armoyed at what happened and returned to Topkapi 
Palace on 52nd day of feast and it was ended31. 



hih . ·1lifi I Another palace originated ceremony w c acuvates socta e ! 
in At Meydam and hence in Istanbul was the wedding or 
marriage service of daughters, sisters, aunts or grand daughters 
of sultan. The main festival area was At Meydam during the 
wedding ceremonie!! of Sultan Hatic;e and Grand Vizier 1brahim 
Pasha in 1524, Sultan Mihrimah and Rustem Pasha in 1539, I 
Sultan lsrnihan one of daughters of Selim 11 and Grand Vizier I 
Sokollu Mehmed Pasha in 1562, Sultan Sah and c;:aktrctba~t 
Hasan Aga, Sultan Gevherhan and Admiral Piyale Pasha, a~d 
Sultan Atike daughter of Sultan Ibrahim and Kenan Pasha m 

1648. 

When sultan wanted to have one of the sultans married, he told 
the name of person he chosen as groom to gra.nd ~ier or I 
decided on the gr9om taking into account the suggesuons of 
grand vizier on this issue. A firman was sent to the candidate 
chosen certainly as groom to tell him to send engagement set 
to the palace. Afterwards, a hustle preparation process started 1 

both in the palace and in the house of groom. Even she was I 
daughter of sultan or another sultan within dynasty. sultan was 
responsible to meet the needs of bride as being the head of 1 

dynasty. A new palace was constructed in any part of the. ~ity 1 
for the new couple or a suitable mansion was rented on condioon 1 

that its cost would be met by the treasury. I 
The main gifts that groom had to send to the palace were rnihr- ' 
i mueccel (money decided to pay after divorce as compensation), , 
ring, belt, a pair of earrings, bracelet, mirror, pearl, ,shoes l 
decorated with jewels, shoes and slippers. The amou?t and . 
value of those gifts was increased depending on the wealth of I 
the one to be groom32. Moreover, it was traditional that l 
prospective son-in-law presented gifts to ~inl~ Sultan Mo.ther j 
and others in the harem. Sometimes, financJ.al atd was proVlded I 
from treasury for groom who had. financial difficulties in order I 
to help him to complete the preparations. 1 

! 
Wedding ceremonies were under control of darussaade agasi 
from beginning till the end. Engagemem and marriage service , 
were realized on different days, invitation was sent to those i 
concerned and they were informed ab~ut the date a~d time of J 

the ceremony. Some wedding ceremorues were held m the 9ld ! 
palace as the female members of the dynasty .lived there un~l i 
the late 16th century. In period of Murad Ill, smce some parts ; 
of harem was moved in Topkapi Palace, wedding ceremonies I 
of daughters of sultan in power were held in Topkapi Palace, ! 
and those of daughters of decedent or dethroned suhan was I 
held in the old palace. On the agreed day, the part of palace . 
where wedding ceremony would be held decorated with valuable J 

fabrics, lanterns, and deluxe tents were set up for guests. j 
Engagement package sent by groom to the palace in company 1 

of a procession was taken over by darussaade agasi at Harem., 
Gateway. Aga took them inside, brought the engage.ment package 1 
of bride and submitted to best man of groom. Engagement was 1 
officially announced with submission of package and an j 
embroidered scarf to the best man of groom, and a lavish dirmer 
was organized for those visited the palace. The following day 

marriage service of the couple was carried our. The place for 
marriage service was determined as Kubbealti, office of ~de 
agasi or another pan of the palace taking into account the value 
of bride in view of sultan, or whether she W?S the daughter of 
his P.redecessor he loved or did not love, or another reason. 
When guests to be ready on ceremony day took their seats 
reserved for them, darussaade agasi standing bail for bride, 
assignees and wimesses of groom came in, and chief religious 
officer solemnized the marriage. After darussaade agasi informed 
sultan that ceremony was completed, those present there were 
vested with caftans, foods were served and finally ceremony 
ended. 

hi. the wedding ceremony, groom invited high level statesmen 
in group a~cording to their ranks to his mansion and served 
them lavish dinners. At that time, preparations for the 
entertainments for women to be held night before wedding in 
the palace created a great sensation. Grand vizier noted wives 
of which high level statesmen would attend this entertainment, 
the value and amount· of gifts that they presented and these 
notes were submitted to sultan. Guests and people of harem 
had enjoyed the time until late night with the great entertainments 
organized on the occasion of wedding. Then they went to the 
flats of female sultans hosting them to spend the rest of the 
night. 

After that night, dower of bride was sent to the palace of groom 
with a big procession and groom presented gifts to those brought 
dower. The following day, bride was transported to the palace 
of groom with a more magnificent procession. Generally dower 
procession was organized on Wednesdays and bride procession 
sometimes so-called arus procession on Thursdays but sometimes 
both processions were organized on same day. Only grand 
vizier, chief religious officer and viziers from that procession 
waited until late night prayer in the palace of groom and after 
the prayer chief religious officer prayed and immediately after 
groom was sent to harem and they returned to their mansions. 
The following day, groom and sultan sent various gifts to high 
level statesmen33. Those received gifts gave change or small 
gifts to those brought them. 

Duration and ostentation of the weddings of sultans depended 
on the identity of sultan to marry. For instance, the wedding 
ceremony of the first daughter or most beloved daughter of 
sultan could have been really ostentatious and may have 
continued for several months. On the contrary, the wedding 
ceremony of a disliked daughter of a disliked predecessor may 
have continued for a few days and in a comparably dull manner. 
The following ones were some' of the most ostentatious wedding 
ceremonies of the dynasty; that of Sultan Hatice daughter of 
the Grim, Sultan Mihrimah daughter of the lawmaker, Sultan 
Hatice daughter of Mehmed IV, Sultan Fatma daughter of 
Ahmed Ill, Sultan Adile daughter of Mahmud II, Sultan Nairne 
daughter of Abdulharnid II. 

During the festivals organized on the occasion of the weddings, 



firstly the palace, then mansions of high level statesmen and 1 
various pans of Istanbul were decorated with colorful lanterns, ., 
candles, torches, lamps and some parts decorated with valuable 
fabrics, and arches were set up place to place. For some weddings, · 
big models of galleons were constructed and equipped with 
arms and cannons. Those models were drove in the city over 

· wheels located berjeath and those in the models fired the guns 
and cannons and this enthused audiences. For some other 1 

weddings, galleon, castle and island models were constructed ' 
over the sea and various shows were organized around them. 
People of the city had unforgettable moments with the shows 
of rope walkers, acrobats playing with bottles or hoops and i 
skills of many other acrobats in the big squares of the city3+. · 

Birth of a child of sultan was named "viladet-i humaylin". Birth 1 

of a new member of dynasty was celebrated with ceremonies j 
and festivals both in the palace and by people especially , 
lstanbulites35. i 

i 
The news of birth of prince or princes was firstly told to silahdar I 
aga (one of the high ranked official in the palace) by darussaade I 
agasi, and then to the whole people in the palace. One of the I 
dwarfs or gentlemen sent from the palace36 informed that good 
news to grand vizier. At that moment, birth of new member of 
dynasty was informed to public with guns fired from new palace 
(Topkapi Palace), Yedikule (tower), K1zkulesi (tower) and I 
fortress on certain times, and criers walked around in the city37. 
Since 18th century, people living in Thrace and Anatolia were 
also informed about the birth of prince or pnnces3B. 

I 

Grand vizier. chief religious officer and other high level statesmen , 
I 

who were informed about the birth by officials sent from the I 

palace visited the palace following day and congratulated sultan I 
and they were vested with caftans and furs there. Moreover, j 

darussaade agasi or female major domo informed the sultans 1 

married and living out of the palace and families of high level I 
officials and chief religious officer about birth with a letter and ! 

invited them to the palace. Wives of high level statesmen met I 
in mansion of grand vizier, and went to the palace on carriages 1 

to visit the mother. Guests were hosted in the palace for three • 
days and attended to the entertainments organized on the 
occasion of the birth39. 

Happy atmosphere created by birth was surged around startipg I 
from the new palace to whole Istanbul and the country. Brilliant 1 

night shows were organized, markets and streets were decorated i 
with torches, candles and lanterns, and fireworks displays were l 
carried out, various entertainments were organized in the I 
streets+O. Duration of these entertainmets changed depending j 
on the conditions. For instance, Mahmud I and Osman I11 did . 
not have children, after such a long while Sultan Hibetullah, l 
daughter of Mustafa Til, was born and feasts continued for ten 
days. Firework displays and night shows were continued for I 
three days and nights for Sultan Beyhan, another dauhgter of 
Mustafa 111, and they lasted for seven days and nights for Prince 
Ahmet, son of Abdulharnid I+l. 

Ceremonies in Divanyolu 
The main route used for ceremonies held in Etnin6nu was 
Divanyolu. It was the road extending from Sultanahmet to 
Beyazu, the most important road in the city, and used by those 
going to Divan and so got that name. Due to both its function 
and largeness, Divanyolu was the most prestigious road in 
Eminonu42. 

Cradle procession of Sultan Mother set out from the old palace's 
Bugdaycilar Gateway opposite of Beyazid Mosque immediatly 
after the birth, and arrived at the palace via .Divanyolu, 
Destereciler, Hagias Sophia, Acemioglanlar Forces. Cradle · 
procession of grand vizier which was organized six days later 
than birth set out from Pasha Gateway and arrived in the palace 
from Divanyolu+3. 

In the ceremonies of gridding sword which was one of the 
distinguishing characteristic of sultanate, if sultan would go to 
Eyup from land, he set out from Babussaade in company of a 
procession and went on his way among soldiers, visited the 
grave of the Conqueror and reached Eyup. If he would like to 
travel by sea, he got out of Percle Gateway of Harem-i Humayun, 
reached to Sinan Pasha mansion on horseback, and then passed 
to Eyup by sultanate boat decorated with three lamps and 
directed by bostancibasi. By the way, grand vizier reached Eyup 
by land witll tile procession and high level statesmen and otllers 
welcomed sultan on Bostan wharf. When ceremony ended tllere, 
sultan returned to the palace by sea if he went by land or by 262<263~ 
land if he went there by sea, and rarely he returned by land 
eventhough he went there by land in company of procession. 

Grave of the conqueror which could not have been visited since 
they followed the sea route was ceratinly visited on the way 
back to tile palace. During the travel by land, while sultan were 
passing across Old Rooms located opposite of Sehzade Mosque, 
concierge of 6lst troop ofjanissaries served him sherbet. It was 
a rule to drink that sherbet, fill its bowl with gold and give it 
back, and afterwards concierge's sacrificing three lambs'~'~ . 
According to Halillnalclk, sultan accessing to throne received 
obeisance of high level statesmen in the palace, and similarly 
received the obeisance of "Ehl-i Velayet" (holy men) wit}:l sword 
procession in Eyup Sultan. When sultan was gridded the sword, 
duty of fight for the sake of Islam and obeisance of God was 
granted to him. Therefore, new sultan gained the right of being 
a ruler, and divine approval came true. 1nalcik referring to tile 
narration that when Hazret Eyup terminated the surround of 
Istanbul, he asked for permission of emperor in order to pray 
in Hagias Sophia and he entered into tile city and consummated 
his ambition, said that the route sultans used while going to 
Eyup was related witll this narration+s. 

During the ceremony of beginning of expediti~:m, craftsmen 
who were appointed to participate in expedition with the army 
on the day when plumes were taken out also met in tile court 
of Sultan Ahmet Mosque and went to military encampment 
with the procession the following day. The most exciting day 
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of sending off expedition was the day when "big procession" ! 
was organized. High level statesmen gathered in the palace in ; 
the morning in order to organize a procession and outcarry : 
Sancag-1 Sharif {sacred flag used during the period of Hazret 
·Mohammed). Sancag-1 Sharif was taken out and sent to military ' 
encampment in another way. Conquerors cited Feth-i Sharif : 
(pray for conquest) in the palace, sheihks of sultan prayed to · 
reach victory during expedition, at the end of thls pray sultan 
got out from Babussaade. Those waiting there ready arranged · 
in procession order and they set out towards military . 
encampment accompanied by encomiums and prays of public 
occupaying the streets. 

On third day of religious festival, Divanyolu was brisked again. : 
Sultans went to the old palace in Beyaz1d to exchange greetings. ; 
However, this tradition was left in 19th century, and various . 
popular excursion·:'spots of the city were preffered mstead. What ' 
really brisked the city was that grand vizier went to Eyup with . 
a procession so-called big branch and attended to lavish dinner · 
hosted by janissary aga~6. After that dinner, grand vizier entered ; 
into the city irnmediatly after late afternoon with a procession ' 
and he drank sherbet offered by middle class of sixty first : 
janissary rroop, gave some exchange and arrived at his mansion. 
This procession realized since late 17th century could not have 
been realized for a long time due LO 2nd Vienna defeat and ' 
following war atmosphere, however; several times it was tried 
to recreate and finally it was recreated by Nevsehirli Damat 
lbrahim Pasha-17. 

Through late 17th century or on the day when h1rka-i saadet 
(the cloak of Hazret Mohammed) was visited in 18th century, 
Istanbul witnessed another ceremony, baklava procession of 
janissaries. On that day, dozens of baklava trays covered 'vith 
skiff, which was calculated as one tray for each ten kapikulu 
soldiers, were arranged in front of Matbah-1 Amire. First tray 
was taken by silahdar aga, who was the number one janissary, 
to serve it to sultan. Afterwards, two janissaries from each ' 
janissary troop took one tray and walk towards their barracks 
behind their cornmal}der and passed through Divanyolu, which 
was surrounded by lstanbulites who were applauding them. 
Trays and skiffs were submitted back to the palace following 
day. last baklava procession was realized two months before 
janissary organization was abolished48. 

Ceremonies in Mosques 
We learned that time to time mosques were also used as a space 
for ceremonies and protocols in the Ottomans in an unusual . 
way. For instance, 12th day of month Rebiulevvel in Hijri · 
calendar, which is considered the birthday of Hazret Prophet, 
is a blessed night so-called Mawlid Kandili. And it was celebrated 
in Islam world long before the Ottomans. Ottomans had the · 
celebrations gain an official identity, and specified the protocol ; 
rules in detail to be followed by attendants of ceremony. Official ; 
ceremony was held in Hagias Sophia in the very beginning and ! 

in Sultanahmet Mosque as of 1627. Sometimes sultans happened 
to prefer different mosques. Wherever ceremony was held, cost 
of candies and sherbet delivered _on this occasion, reward and 
caftans presented to mawlid readers was met from the fund 
allocated for such events by Sultan Ahmet L On the day when 
mawlid would be read, those who did not receive an invitation 
carne to mosque in early morning and others received invitation 
.came on the specified time in their ceremonial clothes, and 
everybody sat the area reserved for them. When everybody 
sat, it was started with Fetih Siiresi (Conquest Sura). At the 
same moment, sultan arriving at mosque with a procession from 
the palace entered into mahfel-i humayo.na (part reserved for 
sultans where he could see everybody but others could not see 
him). As a signal that sultan arrived at mosque, grid in front of 
it was opened, everybody stood up, grand vizier and chief 
religious officer greeted sultan, and grid was closed and then 
everybody sat down. Sheikh of Hagias Sophia, sheikh of 
Sultanahmet and sheikh on duty came to reading desk and 
sermonized. When it was ended, mawlid readers started to read 
rnawlid. When second maw lid reader read that couplet "Geldi 
bir ah hu~ kanadtyla revan/ Arkam1 stgadt lmvvetle heman 
(Immediately there came a white bi1·d flapping its wings, and 
strolled on my bach!)" community stood up. At that moment, 
grand vizier received the letters of Mecca sheriff and authority 
for pilgrimage from chief forerunner, and sent it to sultan with 
the minister of foreign affairs. The minister of foreign affairs 
read it loudly in front of sultan, and went back to his place. 
After the third mawlid reader completed his reading, everybody 
~xcept for high level statesmen went to their houses. Then high 
level statesmen got in procession order in front of mosque and 
waited for sultan. When sultan got out of mosque, he greeted 
those waiting for him and returned to palace in company of 
that procession. Afterwards, grand vizier returned ro Babiali with 
his escorts, there everybody left to go to his house49. 

27th night of Ramadan which is considered as a holy time 
because it was thought that Koran was started to inspired on 
that day by Islam world and is so-called Kadir Gecesi, thus it 
was also a very special night for the Ottomans. On that night, 
sultan accompanied by a great procession came to Hagias Sophia 
Mosque from Topkapi Palace or sometime to another mosque. 
If sultan was living in summer palace at that moment, he passed 
to Topkapi Palace by sultanate boat, and a procession was 
organized after the special late night prayer of Ramadan. Both 
sides of the road extending .from Babussaade to Hagias Sophia 
was decorated with candles, lanterns and torches for the march 
of procession. Similarly, sultan went back to palace in company 
of that procession so_ 

Ciuna selamligi was executed during sultan's arriving at mosque 
and departing for palace with some ceremonies, even though 
no formalities were implemented in mosquesl . 



Westernization and Chan ging Ceremony Venues I 
From the point of view of Emin6nu, the breaking point took I 
place in 19th.cen.tury. Because of the influence of ancient state I 
structuring, ~oclification and transformation in state philosophy ! 
at that period, significant changes occurred in implementation · 
of ancient formality rules, both in organization and venue of 
ceremonies and {estivals. With desire of creating new spaces to 
meet the requirements of state which was tried to be restructured, 
sultans directed to Besiktas region at that period. Upon the 
construction of Dolmabahce and Ylld12 palaces and sultans' 
moving in there, ceremonies held in EminOnu region shifted 
there depending on sultans. 
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