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Mehmat Ipgirli

PREFACE

The History of Mustafa Selaniki occupies a unique position in Otto-
man historiography, for, unlike most of the other works produced in the
late sixteenth century, it had never been incorporated into the historical
tradition, its author would seem to have remained practically unknown
until the early eighteenth century. Its partial publication in 1281 (1864)
atlast made it available to historical study, but the text presented was ba-
sed on-asingle manuscript, which contained many interpolations and
modifications to what may be presumed to have been the original, and
is, therefore, unsatisfaying to scholarly study. But, in fact, no single exis-
ting manuscript can said to conform entirely to the orinigal work,
which all the evidence goes to show was never put into final form
and still remained in draft at the time of the author’s death. It
can be demonstrated that at least one historian, Solak-zide Mehmed
Hemdemi Celebi, (d.1657-8), must have access to it, but neither he

* 1 should like to express my deep appreciation to Professor J.R. Walsh,
for his valuable help, and encouragement during my rescarch on Selaniki’s
History. I would also like to thank Mr. Ferrard and and Miss Woodhead for
their proofreading. Finally I like to thank Professor Bekir Kiitiikoglu for cor-
recting my information in various places.

Tarih Enstitusii Dergisi: F.-27
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nor any others who may have seen the work attribute the informa-
tion they derive to Selaniki.

In this study the ascertainable details of Selaniki’s biography are
presented; followed by a description of the language and style of his
History. Emphasis is placed on the access to confidential information
which his employment as secretary in the various government depart-
ments afforded him; and it is this aspect of his work which is found
to give it a particular importance among the other histories of the
-period. Unlike most of the contemporary authors, he was not servile
towars the men of power in the state, he does not hesitate to voice cri-
ticisms of even the Sultans when he feels the occasion warrants. As a
chronicle of the daily activites of the administration, it allows :us a
view oflife in Istanbul which can not be found in the other selective
histories; and Selaniki’s occasional comments on these events to some
extent may be taken as representavive of the reaction of men of culture
to the mal-administration and the abuses were threatening to bring
about the disintegration of the state and society.

It remains among the most important tasks of the student of this pe-
riod of Ottoman history to re-construct to the extent possible the original
text of this work, and to present in its entirety in a critical edition.

MUSTAFA SELANIKT'S LIFE

Although the importance of the history written by Mustafa Selani-
ki has long been recognized, even though much of it has remained unpub-
lished, no detailed account of his life and career has come down to us. The
information given by Bursali Mehmed Tahir in Osmdnly Mi’ellifleri* is of
the scantiest, while Cemaleddin confesses in the Ayine-i Jurefd* that he
was unable to find any account of his life apart from a few rumours. The
section devoted to him in Ahmed Refik [Altunay]’s Alimler ve San‘atkdr-
lar®, reprinted from an article which originally appeared in Yeni Mecmu-
‘a‘, is mainly concerned with pointing out the value and interest of the
work, and the few facts pertinent to his biography given therein are tho-

N

Vol. I1I, p. 68.
Istanbul, 1314, p..36.

Istanbul, 1924, pp. 34-58. .

No. 5 (1917) pp. 89-92; No. 6 (1917) pp. 109-112,.
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se immediately ascertainable by a reading of the History. The most seri-
ous attempt at compiling the materials for his biography is to be found
in the article on him in the Islam Ansiklopedisi® and what follows here will
attempt to supplement the information which it provides®.

We have no precise information concerning Selaniki’s family,hisedu-
cation and private life, nor do we know when he was born or at what age
he died. What little information we can extract from his History concerns
his official appointments and his opinions contemporary-affairs. The ba-
re facts which can be learned from his History are that his father died in
Salonika and that he identified himself with Salonika, and referred to him-
self as «Selaniklii»?, that he was a man experienced in state affairs, that
he must at some stage in his life have learned to recite the Koran with so-
me degree of proficiency®, and that, as he was acquainted with several
of Kanfini Siileyman’s high officials and yet lived until about 1600, he
must have reached old age when he'died. '

Both during the period of preparation for the Szigetvar campaign
of 1566, and during the course of the war, we see the Historian as an ac-
tive participant and a keen observer of contemporary events. Having a
close relationship with the Niganci Feridan Beg and Sokullu Mehmed
Paga, during the campaign he was employed by them in several tempo-

5 I A, article on Selaniki, X, pp. 349-51. The author of this article is known
to be Bekir Kiitiikoglu. -

6 For other sources for his life see: F. Babinger, Die Geschictsschreiber der Osma-
nen und thre Werke (Leipzig, 1927), p. 136; an article by the same author in the Encyc-
lopedia of Islam, Ist ed.; G. Elevzoic, «Selanikli Mustafa Efendija injegova istorija» GLAS
(Srpska Akademije Nauka, CXCIII, Odeljenje druitvenih nauka) 96, pp. 73-103, (Bel-
grade, 1949). Klaus Schwarz, in a reprint of Selaniki’s History (Freiburg, 1970),
which is a reprint of the Istanbul edition of 1281, has added an introduction outlining
the life Selaniki. This introduction is based upon the above-mentioned studies.

7 In arequest for leave of absence from Sokullu Mehmed Pasa he excuses him-
self on account of his father’s death «Seldnikde merhim peder intikali haberi gelmegle»,
Téarih-i Selaniki, Siileymaniye, Esad Ef. Lib., No:2259, f.6a [E]; Tarih-i Selaniki, Ist.,
1281, [Sel]. In Sa’béan of 1003 (May 1595), he explains that he failed to receive an ap-
pointment: «Alf dahi kétib olmak buyurild: ve Seléniklii baka kald» (E, 263a-263b). Simi-
larly, the contemporary Historian Topgular Katibi Abdiilkadir Efendi in Vakdyi®-i
Tiérihiyye (Siileymaniye, Esad Ef. Lib., No. 2151, f. 55r.) while is mentioning Selani-
ki’s appointment to the post of Ruzndmeci says «Seldnikli Mustafa Efendi Paga’min rizné-
mecisi hidmetinde idiler».

8 He recounts that he was appointed one of six kdfiz who recited from the Koran
by the body of K#nini Silleyman (E, 29a; Sel, 62).
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rary duties. There is no mention, however, of hisholding official office, but
he was apparently in a position to observe at close hand most of the events
which transpired. On the occasion of Kanfini Siileyman’s death, Sokullu
made every effort to keep this a secret from the army, and during thenight
he sent Feridin Beg to summon the viziers to a meeting of the Divan
on the following day. Selaniki accompanied Feridiin Beg in order to po-
int out to him the tents of the viziers®.

Selaniki gives some of his recollections of this campaign under the
title of hikdyets. These directly relate to Selaniki’s life and character, and
show him to be an inquisitive observer who impatiently awaited the re-
sult of the events. This facet of his character is well illustrated by the fol-
lowing hikdyet:

«One day while I was wandering among the soldires I met a
person who was famous for geomancy. Sitting beside him I took
the lots in my hand, with the intention of finding out whether
this city would fall and whether its commander would be taken
alive or dead, then I drew the lots. The geomancer looked at
me and said that the fates were strange. It seems that this castle
would be removed from its place and-its dust would disappear
into the sky, and the commander of the city would beapprehend-
ed by the Muslim soldiers and would be teased like a piece of
cotton. This interpretation was to come true.»°

After the capture and restoration of Szigetvar, the army moved to-
wards Istanbul. Before entering Belgrade, where the new Sultan was wa-
iting, Sokullu Mehmed Pasa ordered some Adfiz to recite the Koran and
to perform zikrs near the late Sultan’s carriage. Selaniki, who was one of
these kdfizs'', approached the grand vizier and informed him that asthe
vicinity of the carriage was an important place, the agas would not allow
them to pass. The grand vizier, however, assured him that he would tell
Sinan Aga, the Ka pucz-ba;z, to deal with the matter. When the six Adfizs
approached the carriage, the solaks objected but they commenced the
zikrs regardless of the agas. 12

9 E, 22b-23a; Sel, 48.

10 E, 27b-28a; Sel, 59.

11 «Altz nefer héfiz yoldas idik» (E, 29a; Sel, 62).
12 E, 29a; Sel, 62.
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The Sultan stopped in Halkal: Saray, near Istanbul. At the same ti-

me the army halted in the village of 3,52J. Leaving Halkali, on the
way to Istanbul, Selanikisaw Janissaries assembled with torches in their
hands and approached them with his friend Ginayi Gelebi. They realized
that the soldiers were planning a revolt for the following day. Selaniki .
immediately returned to Halkali and informed Feridiin Beg of what he
had seen. But by this time it was too late to take measures.!®

In the early days of Selim IT’s reign Selaniki was able to attend the
meetings of the state officials, and thus learnt the underlying nature of
the events which he describes.’ He held several important post in the
offices of the administration, not all of which, however, are specified
as to date of appointment and dismissal.

While recounting the death of the Grand Vizier Ahmed Paga in
Rebiti’ l-evvel 988 (Apr 1580), Selaniki also mentions his own dismissal
from the post of mukata‘ac: of the Harameyn However, he makes no men-
tion of his appointment to this post in the previous chapters.!$

Selaniki twice mentions that he was in the service of Boyal: Mehmed
Pasa (Kara Nisanc1) as devdtdér, without however specifying the dates du-
ring which he filled this office. Recording the Paga’s promotion from the
nigéncilik to the vizierate's in 988 (1580), Selaniki praiseshis character
and indicates that he had been in the service of the Paga for four years as
devédiddr.” Four years later 992 (1584), when envoy of $4h ‘Abbés came
to the Divan, Selaniki says that he had held the post of devdtdir.*® More-
over, in the same year while the Grand Vizier Ozdemir-oglu Osmén Pa-
sa was in Uskiidar about to depart on campaign, Selaniki, together with
his master Nisanci Mehmed Paga,’® delivered to him 5000 tugral: kag:d.

13 E, 33a; Sel, 71. :

14 As an example see: the conversation between Sokullu Mchmed Pasa ana
Feridiin Beg, (E, 38a-38b; "Sel, 82).

15 E, 75a-75b; Sel, 159.

16 In the prmtcd text the chapter heading erroneously says his appointment
to nigancilik; Ms E, however, says that his appointment was to the vizierate.

17 E, 76a; Sel, 161.

18 E, 85b; Sel, 181.

19 Although it is known that Mehmed Pagsa definitely held the post of nigdnct in
992, (1584) according to Ata’t (Haddiku'l-hak3’ik fi tekmileti’s-sakd’ik, Istanbul, 1268,
p- 337) the pasa was out of office at this time. He states that Boyal: Mehmed became
nigdnc: for the second time in Safer 985, was made fourth vizier in Ramazan 988, dis-
missed in Safer 990, and in Zi’l-hicce 996 became nigdnc: for the third time. However,
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Selaniki seems to have made a favourable impression on Osman Pasa,
who recommended to his k@’iém-makam in Istanbul that he should be gi-
ven any suitable post which fell vacant.?0

There is some obscurity regarding Selaniki’s tenure of the office of
devétdér. If his four year period of employment was prior to 988, then he
must have been in the service of Mehmed Paga twice , as it is clear from
his statement that he was devdtddr in 992. If his employment was after 998,
then he obviously revised at least this part of his work.

In Zi’l-hicce 995 (Nov 1587), the secretary of the Sipahis and the sec-
retary of the Silahddrs were both promoted because of their good service,
the one to a miiteferrikalik and the other to the post of gasnigir. The secre-
taryship of the Sildhddrs also fell vacant atthis time,.and Selaniki was pro-
moted to this office. While serving in this capacity, he was ordered in Ce-
mazii’l-ahir 996 (Apr - May), to participate in the Gence campaign. At
this point Selaniki says that since he was absent from the capital the his-
tory of the campaign would be an eye witness account, while the events
in Istanbul would be written from the reports.2! .

Towards the end of this campaign, he was transferred to the secre-
taryship of the Sipdhis, and in 997 (1589) he mentios his role in the assign-
ment of the i¢-oglans to their corps. He notes with some disapproval and
regret the burden placed on the Imperial Treasury by the great numbers
of troops used in this war, pointing out that 700 soldiers were appointed
to the Sipéhf corps alone while he was its secretary.?” When the entire Si-
péhi corps was recalled to Istanbul, Selaniki accompanied them, arriving
in the capital in Ramazan 997 (Jul - Aug 1589), along with Kethiida Beg.
Upon his arrival, he paid the Sipdhis’ wages for the resen quarter.?*

On the 25th of §evval 997 (7th of September 1589), he was unexpec-
tedly dismissed from this secretaryship, which was then given by imperi-
al decree to a certain Ibrahim Celebi. Selaniki was saddened by his dis-

Hasan Beg-zdde mentions the death of the nigdnc: Feridiin Beg on 21 Safer 991 (16 Mar-
ch 1584) and says that the oria defterddr Abdiilmuhyi became nigénci. After 40 days
this man was dismissed and succeeded by Boyali Mehmed Paga, who had been demo-
ted from rank of vizier (Hasan Beg-zade, Tdrih, Nuruonmaniye Lib., No. 3134, f. 54b).

20 E, 87b; Sel, 185.

21 . E. 114b; Sel, 242-243.

22 E, 121a; Sel, 255 .

23 The Sipdhis were paid quarterly according to the Hicri calender. The regen
quarter covered the months of Receb, $a‘bdn and Ramazén.
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missal from this office, which he maintains he had earned through long
service, and at his replacement by an inexperienced person. Criticizing
the authorities, he considers this situation a pernicious innovation. He on-
ce again repeats his conviction that the public treasury was constanly suf-
fering from this type of maladministration.?* His fears were to be borne
out for upon the death of Ali, 43a of the Sipdhis, there was found amongst
his property nineteen kises of akge, each bearing the seal of this Ibrahim
Gelebi. These monies were returned to the public treasury, and Ibrahim
was dismissed from office on account of his corruption. Selaniki, mindful
of Ibrahim’s own accusations against him, considered his dismissal a pu-~
nishment from God.?®

In preparation for the visit to Istanbul of the delegation led by the
Persian prince Haydar Mirza,?s Selaniki, who was unemployed at the
time, was commissioned by the Grand Vizier Sinin Paga to vacate Per-
tev Paga’s palace and to prepare it for these distinguished guests, advising
him to discuss the details and financial matters with Emir Efendi, the def-
terddr. Selaniki recounts in detail the preparations made for these guests,
the official ceremonies, the reception in the Divan and the great enthu-
siasm with which the people of Istanbul turned out to view this splendid.
mission.? : :

On the 13th of Sevval 999 (4th of July 1591), the new Grand Vizier,
Ferhad Paga, appointed Selaniki to the post of riiz-ndmeci,”® and someti-
me later the muhdsebecilik of Anatol was also given to him. However, the.
dismissal of Ferhad Paga from the grand vizierate affected Sel4niki’s po-
sition, and on the 4th of Receb 1000 (17th of April 1592), he was dismis-
sed as muhdsebeci?® and Ali Celebi was oppointed in his place. Selaniki

24 «Middet-i Gmrimiizde vésil oldufumuz mansiba zaméne ihdése bi-tekellitf n&’il oldi-
lar. ...Bu makule né-mahal i mindsib evzé*, guriir-s kdmrént ile, ihtiyar oluna oluna umftir-1 dev~
let 4 saltanat giizel dsldba girdi. Hazine-i ‘dmire gitdikce muzdyakaya digdi» (E, 122a-b; Sel,
258).

25 E, 130b; Sel, 273.

26 Haydar Mirza was the son of the late Crown Prince Hamza Mirza,
and the nephew of $ah Abbas. He was brought to Istanbul as a pledge of
toeir good faith in the negotiations between the Ottoman Empire and Persia.
See: B. Kiitiikoglu, Osmanl-Iran Minasebetleri, Istanbul, 1962, pp, 193-195.

27 E, 124a; Sel, 261.

28 E, 14la;. Sel, 295.

29 E, 150a;. Sel, 312.
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says that this Ali Celebi had already been accused of several corruptprac-
tices, and of malicious acts and had been exiled to Cyprus. But a little
later, the Aga of the Siléhddrs and Cuhiid Ciice, after accepting bribes, de-
fended Ali Gelebi’s integrity, and consequently he was pardoned and ap-
pointed to Selaniki’s post. The appointment of such a person in his place
was the cause of much distress to Selaniki.

A few days after his dismissal from the muhdsebecilik, onthe 4th of Re-
ceb 1000 (16th of April 1595), Selaniki petitioned the Grand Vizier Siya-
vus Paga, explaining that while he was secretary of the Siléhddrs his pro-
motion to the miiteferrika corps, with a salary increase of three akge a day
had been recommended in the General’s Ru’#s**in recognition of his ser-
vices in the construction of the fortress at Gence. Siyavus Paga granted
Selaniki’s request, and he was included in the body of the miiteferrikas®.

In Rebii’l-ahir 1001 (Jan. 1593) Han Ahmed, the ruler of Gilan,
arrived in Istanbul. Selaniki was appointed as special escort to this im-
portant visitor. After embarking on his duties, Selaniki reported that he
had accommodated the Han in the palace of the late Yusuf Paga, formerly
a vizier, which was at Kirk Cegme. The Han was afforded a reception in
accordance with the established protocols. As Selaniki was intimately
involved with this affair, he chooses to go into the details of the prepara-
tions, the meals served, and the nature of the accommodation provided.
On this occasion he was assisted by Yusuf Gavus and fifteen men from the
biliik halke.

Selaniki did not miss the opportunity of discussing scholarly matters
with guest in his charge, and assessed Han Ahmed as a man of scholar-
ship and virtue, well-versed in hadiy and tefsir. Selaniki provides his reader
with a verbatim account of a conversation he held with his guest. As Han
Ahmed had come to Istanbul in order to request political and military
support in his sturuggle with the $ah of Persia, who had invaded his ter-
ritories, Selaniki first of all consoled him in his hour of distress, and then
went on to explain his own ideas concerning the Ottoman position. He
assured the Han that up to that time no request for help had ever been
turned down, and he provided examples from the reign of Siileyman the
Magnificent in particular, when rulers came from as far afield as India.

30 For this term see Nejat Goyiing, ‘XVI yiizplda Ruiis ve Onemi’, Tarih Dergisi,
Vol: XVII, No. 22, pp, 17-34.
31 E, 150a; Sel, 313.
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Selaniki wound up his discussion with the Han by giving him a brief sum-
mary from the history books by way of proof of the generosity of the Ot-
toman Sultdns to those who sought assistance from them, even though
they be infidel, as in the case of the young prince of Transylvania.

Han Ahmed confirmed Selaniki’s own views by providing the
example of Siileyman’s attitude to Han Muzaffer, his own ancestor.
When the subject turned to the Kizilbag, Selaniki suggested that the
Kizilbag problem was partly the fault of the kdns of Gilan, as previous
hins had given protection to Kizilbag elements. Han Ahmed, while not
entirely agreeing with Selaniki, congratulated him on his deep know-
ledge of history and politics.

Six days later, on the 8th of Rebi‘i’l-ahir 1001, (12th of Jan. 1593)
the Grand vizier summoned Selaniki and entrusted him with two robes
of honour to be given to Han Ahmed, with instructions that if they were
worn on the morrow, the Han would be admitted to the Sultan’s presen- .
ce. This audience is then recounted in detail. Towards the end of the
month, Selaniki had the opportunity to hold a discussion with Han Ah-
med on the subject of occult sciences.?? On the 25th of Rebi‘ii’l-ahir the
seal of the vizierate was given to Sinin Paga. He then received Han
Ahmed, who declared his complete satisfaction with the services of ou
Historian. ' '

In Cemazii’l-dhir 1001 (March 1593), Han Ahmed, realizing that
he would be unable to obtain the help he sought, presented a petition ex-
pressing his desire to go to Kerbela. The new grand vizier, Sinan Paga,
summoned Selaniki and asked why he had not tried to dissuade Han Ah-
med from making his proposed journey. In reply, Selaniki said that he
had tried hard to persuade him, but in vain. A certain sum of money from
the Baghdad treasury was therefore assigned to the Han and his retinue.
Aftarwards the Grand Vizier twice summoned Selaniki to give him orders
relating to Han Ahmed’s journey.**

In Zi’l-hicce 1002 (Aug - Sep 1594), when the secretary of the Impe-
rial Kitchendied, Selaniki applied for hispost, and the Kazi-‘asker Sun‘ul-
lah Efendi strongly recommended Selaniki to the high officials saying that
he is an honest, reliable person and capable for this post. However, the vi-
ziers replied that this post had already been giver by a katt-2 hiimédydn to

32 E, 165b-169a; Sel, 344-350.
33 E, 173a-174b.
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Fed#’t Isma’il, oneof the clerkswhodealt withtheexpensesofthekitchen.
Selaniki was upset by this appointment, and objected to the officials
responsible that if attention was to be paid to the established tradition,
an honest, capable person, knowledgeable in the affairs of the Imperial
Kitchen ought to have been appointed. Sultans in the past had never ap-
pointed a servant of the Imperial Kitchen to its secretaryship. With the
appointment of such unqualified people to this post, contrary to tradi-
tion, the Imperial Treasury had fallen into financial hardship. Selaniki
then gives certain figures to prove his argument.®
Selaniki tells us that ,in addition to his other duties, he was at various
times responsible for distributing salaries to the troops. In Cemazii’l-ahir
1003 (Mar 1595), the biliik halk: returning from the campaign requested
of the Grand Vizier Ferhad Pasa that, after a roll-call had been held, ac-
cession gifts should be distributed. These payment were made under the
supervision of Selaniki after the roll-call.* In the same way, in Receb
1003 (Apr 1595) Selaniki was ordered to pay salaries and accession gifts
to those who had remained in Istanbul by permission, to other members
of the boliik halk: and to those who had been recently admitted into the
ranks.* The following month, 1600 sipdhis returning to Istanbul were gi-
ven the accession gift, but 150 soldiers who came later seeking their uldfe
and accession gifts were ordered to return to the front, where this money
would be paid to them. At this, great commotion broke out amongst the
Sipdhis and Selaniki was instructed to distribute to them 48 yiik akge taken
from the Treasury. However, because of this disorder, it was not possible
to distribute the money, and Selaniki had to deposit it in the Béb-: Hiima-
ytin. The Grand Vizier Ibrahim Paga later announced that the salaries
would be paid in his own palace, and this was carried out under the su-
pervision of Selaniki.*
In Ramazan 1003 (May 1595), although Selaniki was apparently
hoping that he himself would be appointed to an official post, when Sii-
leyméan Aga, who had been dismissed from the post of Sipdhiler Agasi, was

34 «Ve Kazi-asker Mevldnd Sun‘ulléh Efend: sadr-i izzetde olanlara ‘bu kigi kdrdédn u
kdr-dgdhdur, serile ve kantin ile suw’dl ve ceviba k3dir kadimf sidk u istikamet dizre hidmet ide-
gelmigdiir. Bunu istithddm eyleseniiz yeg degilmidiir’ didiler. ‘Ciimleden eyidir biz de séhidiz’ diyii
cevdb virip, ‘velékin Pddigih-r ‘dlem-pendh hazretleri Feddi’ye virdi® didiler». E, 214a-214b.

35 E, 252b-253a.

36 E, 256a.

37 E, 258b-262b.
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appointed in place of Husrev Aga, the secretary Ali became his kétib, and
Selaniki was passed over. This grieved Selaniki greatly, and he criticized
the sale of those offices for a high price.*

On the appointment of Miiteferrika Ibrahim Celebi to the post of
Rumeli timar defterdér: in Ramazan 1004 (May 1596), Selaniki was appo-
inted to the post of evkaf muhdsebeci, in addition to the post of Riizndme-i hii-
mdytin which had been assigned to him by the Grand Vizier.* In Rebi‘’
1-ahir 1005 (oct 1596) Selaniki, while evk@f muhdsebecisi, was one of those
ordered by the sadédret kaymakdm: Hasan Pasa to take possession of the
goods and property in Istanbul of those who had fled from the army
during the battle of Hocova. Selaniki reports that the houses of about
30 well-known people were closed up, which caused great suffering to.
their families However, certain people had been warned beforehand,
nad managed to conceal some valuable goods.* -

When the Dérii’s-Sa‘dde Agas: Osman A§a was appointed administ-
rator of the imperial evkaf, Selaniki’s post was given to the Aga’s accoun-
tant. During his two-year tenure of office Selaniki had come toknowmuch
about the running of the evk@ f, and complained that the standard of ad-
ministration was deteriorating, that control was passing from hand tohand
every three months through bribery, and that the revenues themselves
were falling to unworthy and incompetent people.*!

In $a‘ban 1007 (Feb - Mar 1599), the registers of the baliik halky were
sent from the serddr Satirct Mehmed Pasa at the front and were checked
against those which had been kept in Istanbul. Selaniki was then made
supervisor of the payment of salaries in the grand vizier’s palace to those
soldiers who had attended the campaign.*?

When accusations of irregularities in Treasury affairs were made to
the Grand Vizier ibrahim Paga, he ordered an investigation, as a result
of which many changes were made amongst the clerks of the Imperial
Treasury. At this time (18 Ramazan 1007/14 th April 1599), Lonka-zade

38 E, 263a-b.

39 Vaksyi-i Térihiyye, f. 55a

40 E, 352a-352b.

41 «Hakikaten evk® f-1 selbtin-i izéma za*f gelip, d¢ ayda bir killi pigkes ve heddydlar
ile tevliyet birinden birine virilmekle mahstlat-1 evkaf mal-i riisvete vefa itme-
yiip ve erazil ve na-mistihaklar dahi zev@’id-i evkdfdan vez&ife mutasarniflar olup, zabt
u rabtdan kalmiy idin. E, 401 b-402a.

42 E, 430b.
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Mustafa Celebi was appointed to the post of karac muhdsebeci, and his for-
mer post of Anatols muhdsebeci was given to Selaniki.*® In the same month
Selaniki was responsible for distributing uldfe, half in altun, half in akge,
for the recec and regen quarters to the boliik halk: who had just returned from
the front.* ' '

Almost a year later, in Sa‘ban 1008 (March 1600), he was charged
with a similar duty. When the soldiers from the bdliik halk: arrived in Is-
tanbul from the front, suffering from lack of provisions and other neces-
sities, they demanded payment of their salaies. Since the officials had not
yet received the troop registers from the Serddr they decided to make pay-
ment according to the old registers which had remained in the Capital.
Selaniki, together with other officials, supervised these payments, which
were given half in kurus and halfin altun.*s

The final detail concerning Selaniki’s own life which is given in the
History is that he was sent by the Seyhiilislam Sun‘ullah Efendi to Ibra-
him Paga, governor of Haleb, with a message. The Paga, who was in Is-
tanbul at that time, was, at the beginning of Sevval 1008 (April 1600),
promoted to the vizierate on account of his experience in financial
affairs. Selaniki was sent to inform him that approval had been given for
him to remain in the Capital. However, Ibrahim Pasa considered that to
ensure good administration in Haleb was his first priority, and told
Selaniki that he would go and exlain personally to the Miifti.® -

MUSTAFA SELANIKI’S HISTORY ¢

The work commences with the account of a torrential rainfall
which occurred in Safer 971 (Sep 1563) and ends with the escape of
Kasim Voyvoda from the gavuy who was holding him prisoner in Sevval
1008 (May. 1600)%. In part or in whole, the reigns of four sultans are
covered by the History: the last three years (1563-1566) of Siileyman
Kaniini, the entire reigns of Selim IT (1566-1574) and Murad III (1574-
1595), and the first five years of Mehmed III (1595 - 1600).

43 E, 4332-433b.; Vakayi-i Tdrihiyye, 33b.

44 E, 433b-434a.; Vakayi“i Tarihiyye, 52b.

45 E, 360b. '

46 E, 466b-467a.

47 All the Mss, apart from those which are obviously defective, end with this

rather unimportant incident, and one is led to assume that the work came to a halt
here due to illness or the sudden death of the author; ch. Selaniki, IA, X, p. 350.
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The work is in the form of a chronicle, or rather, of a diary, of the
events which came to the notice of Selaniki and on which he may have
intended to base a formal history of his own times. There is some eviden-
ce that parts of it were reviewed and rewritten in the light of subsequent
developmernts-notably the account of the aqueduct of Sultan Siileyman
with which the work opens - but in general it gives the impression of no-
tes hastily compiled without too much regards for style or grammar. An
event which continues over a long period, such as a campaign on the
frontier, is related piecemeal as information about it reaches the capital
and receives the attention of the Divan,*® and consequently there is little
comprehensive presentation®. While this may seem to create diffi-
culty for the study of any single aspect of the history of the times, it has
the compensating benefit of allowing incidents and events to be related
to the complex of the total life of the state and society. He gives some hint
of his method of compilation, and also an indication that he intended his
work to form part of the corpus of Ottoman history in his introduction to
the events of the year 1001, which is given in extenso below. '

The amount of information contained in the earlier sections of the
History is considerably less than that for the later years. For certain of
the early years, Selaniki merely reports one or two noteworthy events,
without entering into other less significant details. For instance, in 977
(1588-1589) he devotes only a few lines to the preparations for the con-
quest of Cyprus.®® From the end of Murad III’s reing onwards, however
he records more events in detail.5!

Although general characteristics of the work suggest that it waswrit-
ten in diary form, there are nevertheless certain points to be taken into
account here. In the early part of the work, there are some errors in da-
ting and information, and vauge references are made to the future.? At

.

48 - Such as the Ferhad Paga’s Eastern campaign and Mehmed III’s Egri cam-
paign. .

49 In this respect he differs from most of the other historians, such as Hasan Beg-
zade and Pegevi. Since their histories are written much later than the events they desc-
ribe, major events occurring over a long period of time could, be treated in their en-
tirety with all the advantages of hindsight.

50 E, 46b; Sel, 100-101. )

51 For instance in 1003 (1594-1595) he mentions more than 200 events.

52 The «Beylerbegi vak‘ast» which took place in Cemaziyi’l-evvel 997 (Apr 1589),
is given in the printed text and in some copies as 17 Cemaziyivl-evvel 996 (14 th of
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the beginning of the work, after he had recorded the strange incident bet-
ween Semiz Ali Paga’® and Giirz Nikola, the Greek water engineer, Sela-
niki gives Semiz Ali Paga’s forecast that hardship would come to the state
after thiry years®. However, this doesnotnecessarilyimply that Selaniki’s
accaunt of the event was written thirty years later, when the state
was indeed suffering hardship. More likely the ’thirty years’ is
just a conventional figure of magnitude used :to denote a long
period of time in the future. The detailed nature of much of the in-
formation, giving names and dates, provides evidence that the early part
of the History was written sometime later, compiled from his own notes
and from other written sources. His account of the progress of events in
the early days of Selim II’s riegn® and also his enumeration of the na-
mes and ranks of all high officials who took partin the accession ceremony
of Murad III*® are clear examples of such detail.

But from the last years of Murad III’s reign onwards, Selaniki even
records a number of insignificant daily incidents, in addition to the ma-
jor political and financial events concerning the imperial palace and the
Divén. All the evidence indicates that even in these later years Selaniki
was making use of various documents and contemporary accounts, both
~written and verbal. In Muharrem 1001 (October 1592) he offers this
explanation of his method of working:

‘Sehr-i Muharremu’l-haram sene-i ihda ve elf mine’l-hic-

reti’n-Nebeviye aleyhi efdalii’t-tahiye. :

Vaka’yi’-i devran ve havadis-i divaniyeden sultanii’l-gu-
zat ve’l-miicAhidin Padisah-1 zaméin u zemin hazret-i Sultan
Murad Han -hullidet hildfetii-hii ilé yevmi’ d-din-zaman-1 serifle-

March 1588). However, the reliable copies, especially Mss E and H (Hamidiye Lib.
No. 902) give the date correctly. But in all copies the chronogram ( s Co s )
yields 996. There is no doubt that this is the date of Mehmed Pasa’s innovation of col-
‘lecting money from the Lealthy people to stabilize the coinage (see O. Lutfi Barkan,
‘XVI asrin ikinci yarisinda Tirkiye’de Fiyat Hareketlen Belleten XXXIV, 1970, pp. 557-
607).

53 All the copies except the Ms H (Hamldlye Lib., 902) here mention Riistem
Pasa. This obviously is wrong because Riistem Pasa died 1561, two years before the
event. This might be copiying mistake.

54 «Fi'l-hakika otuz yildan sonra saltanata lézim gelecek muzédyakay kayzrub haber vir-
migler» (Sel, 5-6; E, 3b).

55 E, 26a-37b; Sel, 52-80.

56 E, 58b-59a; Sel, 126-7.
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lerinde tahrir-ii-zabt olinan vaki’atdur ki sene-i merkiimden ib-
tidadefter tutilup memalik-imahriisa-iIs}amiyedenveserhadd-i
mansiirede vukii® bulan ahval i ef’al umir-1 miilk @ millet her

mir-i mirdn-1 ndmdar u geci‘at-§iar u adalct-1§t1har ve pesen-
dide-etvar ve iimera-i zevi’l-itkidar re’y ii tedbirlerinden zu-
har u be-didar eyleyiip, siidde-i sa‘ddet-medéara inha ve ’arz
olman halat hifz u zabt olinup, isbu perisan evraka sebt olindi.
Miiriir-1 eyyam ve guhiir-1 a‘vam ile ydd ohndukta sebeb-i du‘a
vii send ola dinildi. Ve mine’llahi’l-ismeti ve’t-teviik®,

On the other hand, another factor indicating that incidents were re-
corded daily is that information relating to one event is spread over a pe-
riod of timeinstead of beingnarrated as a whole asit would have been at a
later date. In Cemaziyii’l-ahir 1004 (Feb 1596) in a special chapter he

‘mentions Hasan Paga’s removal from his post as mukdfiz of Tebriz and his
replacement by Hizir Paga. Two chapters later he gives a, continuation
of the incident’®. Similarly on the 1th of CemaZIyu’I-evvcl 1006 (13th of
Dec 1597) he records that Elvend-ogh Ali Paga was given the governor-
ship of Baghdad with the rank of vizier and was presented with a robe of
honour®." Eight chapters later, however, on the 10th of Cémaziyii’ l-ahir
1006 (18th of Jan 1598) after making a brief reference to this appoint-
ment Selaniki reports that the Pasa had dled in Istanbul before he could
take up his new post®.

It was already been mentioned that Selaniki’s history is unique. Since
he was writing about the events of his own times it is very unlikely that
he could have used any other histories as a source. However, from the con-
text of the work, and from his own statements, it is clearly seen that he did
glean information from certain quartes, though the bulk of the work chief-
ly depends on his own observations. Besides reporting at first - hand va-
rious ceremonies, social events, and occurrences such as fires, epidemics
and floods, Selaniki also recounts in full his own eye-witness account of
the Szigetvar campaign. Before he participated in the eastern campaign
in Cemaziyii’l-ahir 996 (Apr - May 1588), as secretary of the Sildhdars,
he explains that, in addition to his account of the campaign itself, he

57 E, 162b; Sel, 338.
58 E, 310a-b.

59 E, 390b.

60 E, 392a-b.
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would write a report of events in the capital as news of them was received
at the front®'.

" Vaki‘at ve havadis-i rtizgar, buradan Sark seferine gitmegle
anda olan vakayi® yazilub, Siidde-i Sa‘ddetde olan tebeddii-
1at ve havadis rivayet ile tahrir ohnmak lazim geldi.

Ve sene-1 996 Cemazi’l-ahiresinde bu fakir-i hakir silah-
darlar béliigi katibligi ile diyar-1 gark seferine me’miir olub Ser-
dar- aliye gidiip, vaki¢ olan tebeddiilat ve vaki‘at ve hadisat-1
devran orada yazilmak 1azim gelmegin bu mahallde karar olin-
du.

Selaniki did not hold a high position, but due to his long services in
the Government departments and the offices connected with them, he
met leading figures in the central administration and consequently had
opportunities to learn the true nature and the processes of affairs. Feri-
diin Beg, Sokullu Mehmed Paga, Kizil Ahmedlii Mustafa Paga, Ferhad
Pasa, Koca Sinan Paga, the famuos poet Abdiilbaki Efendi, $eyhuhslﬁm
Sun‘ullsh Efendi are mentioned among these people and there is no
doubt that they were oral sources for Selaniki’s History. He occasionally
mentions the name of the person from whom he had information about
a particular event. For instance, he records Kanfini Siileyman’s words to
Mir-ahtir Ferhad Aga as they were told to him by the latter.®> But, in
general, Selaniki does not mention those who provided him with oral in-
formation, but merely says «it was heard from relieble people and writ-
ten down»,® or «it has been verified and set down in this place».$ Con-
cerning private meetings with the Sultan he generally gives the news
without entering into detail, saying «secrets were closely guarded, no
irformation was given away»,% or «...but no word spread from behind
the curtain».5®

The other source of information used by Selaniki were official docu-
ments which came to the Imperial Divan or which were sent from there

61 E, 114 b; Sel, 242-243.

62 «Fakir-i hakirin hakk semd“idur, hikdyet eylediiklerinde aceb buyurduklan ne ola di-
ditk beydin iimedilerdi». E, 5b; Sel, 10.

63 «sikdtdan mesmd olunup sebt olundi». E, 1la; Sel, 22.

64 «hatm-i keldm eylediikleri tahkik olinub bu mahalle sebt olundi»: E, 3b; Sel, 6.

65 «sur mekidm oldi, tagra haber sizmadi». E, 370 a.

66 «ldkin perdeden tagra hig keldm sdyi® olmadi». E, 428b.
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to the various parts of the country. In his statement, the text of which is
given above, he says that «the reports which were sent to the capital by
the governors of the provinces have been preserved and set down in these
pages». While reporting the campaigns on the various frontiers of the Em-
-pire from the letters or official reports which arrived at the Divan, he of-
ten introduces his account with the words «the true report which was sta-
-ted in the letter is that...»,% or «let it be seen asitisrecorded in the book
of ceremonies»,®® and «(these gifts) have been described as they are re-
gistered in the book of ceremonies.»%
Although Selaniki’s History is a primary source for its perlod and
has thus a particular value, it seems that it was not widely used or copied
-until the early eighteenth century. A close examination of certain events
clearly shows that Hasan Beg-zade, Pegevi, Katib Celebiin the Fezleke,”
and Na‘ima,™ though covering the same period in part or in whole, are
‘quite different from Selaniki, hoth in'respect of information and the style
-of narration. However, thereisno doubtthatSelaniki’s History wasknown
-and used even in thefirst half of the seventeenth century,Solak-zade Meh-
.med Hemdemi Efendi’ used Selaniki’s History as his source, especially
for the time of Kanfini Siilleyman and Selim II, quoting some passages
with little alteration, but also criticizing Selaniki, without however men-
tioning his name. The following passages are clear examples of this:

Tarih-i hicret-i Nebeviyeniin-salla’lléhu aleyh ve sellem-sene ihda ve
sebin ve tis‘a mi’ede vaki® selh-i Muharremii’l-harim ve gurre-i Safe-
rii’l-muzafferiin dii-senbih gpnunde seherden hazret-i Padigah-1din-pe-

67 «mekétibde beydn olunan ahbdrdan nakl-i sahih bu ki», E, 390a.

68  «tegrifit defterinden nakl olunan surete nazar oluna», E, 357 a.

69  «...tegrifat defterinden nakl olund: zikr olunur» E, 196 a.

70 B. Kiitiikoglu (in Kétib Celebi «Fezlekensinin kaynaklar, Istanbul, 1974, p. 17)
says that as a result of comparing the Fezleke with the main sources, he reached the
conclusion that Katib Celebi had not seen Selaniki’s work. )

71 Ahmed Refik (in Alimler ve San‘atkdrlar, p, 55) maintains that Na’ima had
studied Selaniki’s History but had not used information from it. He does not, however,
mention his evidence for this.

Also Lewis V. Thomas, in 4 Study of .N'a’imd (New York; 1972) does not mention
Selaniki among Na’ima’s sources..

.72 Solak-zdde, Mehmed Hemdemi Celebi, d. 1068 ( 1657-1658), Ottoman h1s-
torian and poet. His history starts from the beginning of the Ottomans and ends about
the middle of the seventeenth century. For his detailed biography, see M K Ozergin,
Solak-zade, I A, X, 748-750.

Tarih Enstitisii Dergisi: F.- 28
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nah- ebbede[hu]’lldh ta‘dld ve kavvdhu-Halkalu deresine §ikargaha tevec-
ciih buyurup, etraf ueknafda alamet-i baran miigihede eylemegle lebi-
deryada vaki® Ayastefanoz dimegle meshtir karye kurbinda Miri Isken-
der Celebi baggesine siir’atle yetisiib niizfil-ii-iclal buyurduklarinda’ev-
za‘ felekiye ve ecrim-1 ‘ulviyeniin harekiti bir vechle old: ki hig bir
devirde gorilmis ve igidilmis degiil, acib i mehib berk-1 hatif ve sa’ika-
ya agaz eyleyiib, gerdtin-1 gerdan giim giim giimleyiip afak inlemege
baglacdh. Azim furtinalar-ile bir giin bir gice kamil giddet ile baran-l bi-
payan yagdi. Mehébet iizre yetm1§ dort def‘a ylldmm 1nd1 )
(E, 1b; Sel, 2-3)

Tarih-i hicret-i ‘Nebcviyc-salla’lldhu aleyhi ve sellem- Gin tokuz yiiz
‘yetmis Saferiniin evé’ilinde Sehriyar-i ali-vakar hazretleri arzu-yi tema
sa-y1 sayd-u-sikar ile Halkalu Binar céaniblerine hareket buyurmiglar
idi...etraf u eknafda alamet-i baran miigahede kilinmagin leb-i deryada
vaki® Iskender Celebi baggesine siir‘at u sitab ile yetigiib niiziil ii iclas
-buyurduklarinda ol si’at “alemi zulmet kaplayub mehébet lizre yetmis
dort def‘a yildirim iniib sad4-y1 ra’d-u-berkden gerdiin-1. gerddn giim
gum giimleyiib bir giin bir gice kdmil gsiddetli baran-1 bi-payan yang

- (Térih-i Solak-zdde, Istanbul 1297, p. 568) - :

After the death of Suleyman in order to prevcnt disorder among the
troops, at the sixth halting place a person from Bosnia who resembled the
late sultan was placed in his carriage to give the impression that he was
still alive. Solak-zade, quoting Selaniki’s description of this person says
that it is not very similar, but he does not mention his evidence for it.

Araba icinde has oda oglanlarindan Bosnai/i’_l-asl; miimtazii’l-kadr
ark (3,!" yiizlii togan burunlu, késeg sakallu hastamizaclu, boyni sargilu/
Hasan Aga nam kimesne asakir-i manstreniin ycrmn i ycsanna selam
virdi.

(E, 292, Sel, 62)

Bir rivayetde has ota oglanlarindan miiteka’id Bosnavi’l-asl, uzun
boyl ak yiizli togan burunh késece sakalli ve boym sargili hasta mizac
Hasan nam kimésne asakir-i mansfireniin yemin ii yesarinda gah u bi-gah
selam virur idi. Amma ki bu nakl ‘akldan d'i‘xr".g.’a‘riiniir.

(Térih-i Solak-zade, p. 580)
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"~ One of the most striking aspects of Selaniki’s History is that, in' ad-
dition to narrating the event itself, he adds his own criticisms. This is in
general a common characteristic of all the chronicles of the time. How-
ever, Selaniki differs from other historians in that not only does he criti-
cize particular events, but he also gives special chapters criticizing the
general decline of the state. Before giving examples of this, the factors
which influenced the Historian in this direction should be mentioned.

The changing society in which the author lived affected him deeply.
After a life reasonably prosperous, comfortable during the reign of Sii-
leyman I, and only a little less congenial in the time of Selim I, the inc-
reasing decline in the institutions of the Empire in the last quarter of the
century grieved and worried Selaniki, just as it did most thoughtful
people. He had been in the centre of the administration and had follo-
‘wed the deterioration in the various-institutions of the Empire, and
did not hesitate to criticise whenever he came across a harmful innova-
tion. ' _ o

This he does in various ways. In addition to his direct criticisms, he
sometimes, in accordance with the Muslim tradition of historiography,
quotes a verse from the Koran, a saying of the Prophet (Hadis) or a cri-
tical poem to demonstrate his disapproval.’”> He also attaches great im-
portance to the anxiety of highly-regarded people about thesituation;and
to the complaints of provincial people about the m_]ustlces they suffer
from central and provincial administration. The prayer senitences at the
end of these chapters suggest that the Historian himself was also discon-
tented about the situation.” Similarly, on the occurrence of a natural
disaster, such as fire, earthquake, or flood, Selaniki considers these phe
nomena as the punishments of God for those people who had diverged
“from ‘the right path and reminds his reader that everyone should take
warning from them?.

His personal fortunes also affected his thinking and wntlng His fre-
quent dismissal from office, and certain accusations made against him

73 Sec the poem for Murad III (Se/, 272-273) and the verse quoted in connec
tion with Mehmed IID’s visit to the sardy of Daviid Pasa. (Z, 378 b).

74 See Aziz Mahmid Hiida'{’s concern (E, 411 a); Boyah Mehmed Paga’s sta-
tement about bribes (E, 76a; Sel, 161). '

75 When, after the «Beglerbegi vak‘asi», a fire broke out; Seldniki expresses his
opinion that this is a sign of divine wrath. (E, 121a-121b; Sel, 255-256).
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during the reign.of Murad III and.Mehmed III made the Hlstonan
anxious and disillusioned with regard to the future of the state.

In his critical passages Selaniki frequently returns to the criticism of
the various classes, such as the ulemd, the high officials, the merchants,-and
expresses disapproval and pessimism with regard to the general deteri-
oration of state. The following passage is a good example of his- style of
criticism: :

Sikayet-i ba-hikayet-i rizgar-1
perisan-etvar

' Hakikaten zamane hakim ve valileri gaflet—u-gurur-1 kam-
rani ile miigtehiyatlarina mesgul olub din i devlet umd@rinda
bir mertebe miisiheleye vardilar ki her tarafdan a‘d4-y1dinaha-

li-yi Islama hiicim eylemege 4g4z eyledi. Kiiffar-1dalalet-ayin
-birbirine du§men iken ittifak idiib, yardlmla§maga bagladilar,
ng bir yerde evvelki diizen kalmadi; kulibda havf-u-hagyet-i
Hakk olmayicak, diigmen korkusi galebeider. Allahii ta’ala kuli-
na nusrat istediigi iizre viriir. Legker-keglik ve kar-agah ve kar-
fermahk idecek kuvvetliive kudretliiricAldennimdarve namver
kimse kalmada. Kat1 gok zamandur geliib gegen Padjsahlar-ra-
hime-himiillGhii t@’4lé-merd-i merdan bulub terbiye etmekden
fang olmiglardi. Agraz-1 nefsaniye ile ve hubb-i mal  ve
cah sevdasi-yle hal tebah oldi. ‘Omr-i giran-maye gecub g1td1
Sevket ve hagmet-i devlet hadden miitecaviz ve debdebe-i salta-
nat miitezayid olmakdaitlafatveisrafat-1 miizahrefat bir merte-
beyeyetigdi ki Haz4’in-i Beytii’l-mal kifayet etmekden kald1. Re¢
aya-y1memleketeniceyillardur ‘avarizvekiirekcivesa’ir tekalif-i
sakka salinmak vacib derecesine vardi. Ve mahstil-i mukata‘at-1
miiteceddidii’l-emsal miiltezimin-ii-‘ummal ellerine diigdi.Def-
terdarin-1 emval ve erbab-1 kalem ve ashab-1 rakam namina
olanlar mansiba bi-la-riigvet ve ca’ize gelmek muhal oldi. Ve
geldiigi takdirce 4sayige mecal yok, der-‘akab biri dahi geliib,
perigan-hal ve kesirii’l-bal kalub avare ve sergerdan gezer. Ve
ra‘fyet-i cift bozan riigvet ile Padigah kuli oldu, rusim-1ra‘dyet
taleb olinacak az kimse kaldi. Ve paye-i sadrda-olanlar ise ene
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‘ve ld-gayr diyiib biribiriniin re’y-ii-tedbirin kabal itmeyiip, muk-
tezayatin kazi itmek sevdasinda din-ii-devlet umfirinda miica-
hede idecek yerde miisahele ola ola Kitabu’llah ve Siinnete mu-
halif ahval ve akval ulema ve meg4’ihden zuhfr eyleyiib, emr-i
ma’rif ve nehy-i miinker olmaz oldi. Ve belki el-iyazii bi’llah
*aksi olur old1. Allah ta‘4la yaramazhklari hayra tebdil eyleye.
Fi-sebili’llah gazaya kimse gitmeyiip, sa‘ddet-i sehadete ragbet
- itmez oldilar. «Ben bu dirligi bu denlii bahaya aldim» diyiip,
galib oldugina cevr-ii-bi-dad etmeg [le] re’ayayt yakub yandu-
rir oldilar. Alldhiimme aslik ahvdle-né ve ahvéle Sulténi-nd ve ahvd-
le sd m’l—Muslzmzn Inne-ke ente’l-gafﬂru r-rahi‘mu’l—ceveia’u l-kerim.7

«In tru;h, the rulers and governors of our tl_mes are occupled in fol-
lowing their-own desires, in heedlessness and vanity; and in their negli-
gence with regard to state affairs, they have reached such a degree that
the enemies of religion from every side have starded to attack the Mus-
hms The infidels were previously hostile to each other, but now begin to
unite and co-operate. Nowhere has the previous order remained. When
the fear of God does not exist in the heart, fear of the enemy becomas
predonm_lant God gives aid to those whom He wishes. No famous and
renowned individuals remain who would lead the army and direct
affairs.

- «Infact, for some tlme the Sultans have ceased to single out able per-
sons and educate them. In personal desires, in love of wealth and rank,
valuable time has passed and the situation has worsened. The ostenta-
tion of the state is excessive, and the imperial pomp is increasing; was-
tage and excessive expenditure have reached such a peak that the pub-
lic treasury can no longer suffice. For many years, avdriz and kiirekei and
certain other extraordinary taxes have been forceably exacted from the
people The revenues of the mukata‘at have fallen into the hands of tax
farmers. :

«It has become almost 1mposs1ble forf: 1nanc1al clerical and accoun-
tancy officials to be appomted to posts without giving bribes or gifts. But
even when someone is appointed, there is no stability; another person
comesalong: and the formerisruined, and becomeswretched and idle. Pea-
sants who have left their land [g; ift bozanlar] by paymg bribes, have enter-

76 E, 264 b-265a.
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ed into the Janissary corps, and consequently fewer people remain to be
taxed. On the other hand, those holding high rang relysolely on their own
opinions and do not accept the advice and suggestions of others. They
concentrate on their own ideas, and fall short in their duty to uphold the
interests of the state.. The learned class and the sheikhs act contrary to
the Koran and the Tradition, they have stopped encouraging people to
do good, and forbidding them to do evil. God forbid that the opposite
should occur! May God transform these evils into good. Nobody care any
longer to go campaign for the sake of God. People do not now desire the
bliss of martyrdom. Saying «I purchased this fief for so much money»
- they have coerced the people and caused them extreme hardship.» Se-
laniki finishes his review by asking God to improve the situation of the
people, the affairs of the Sultan and the position of all Muslims.

" - Itis evident throughout this work that Selaniki very seldom revised
what he wrote, and consequently his style often loose and his grammar
faulty, and in certain places his meaning is obscure. Later copyists tried
to improve thelanguage by adapting it to the style current in their own ti-
mes, and this accounts for the lack of uniformity observable in the various
manuscript traditions of the work. It can be assumed, however, that his
language and style would be characteristic of late sixteenth century Otto-
man and that where it departs from this in vocabulary, grammar, or
construction this due to the interference of copyists. _

The events of which Selaniki was an eye-witness are, in general writ-
ten with more care than those for which he had to depend on the reports
of others. In the former the descriptions are minute, the grammar is cor-
rect and the style controlled, and passages such as these may be presumed
to represent what the final revised work would have been like.”” How-
ever, when he is summarizing the contents of documents or transmitting
oral accounts the language not seldom becomes ragged, losing gramma-
tical structure and’ dnftmg towards obscurity™. :

The impression one is left with is that Selaniki had no pretension to
stylistic artistry, like Celal-zade, “Ali or Hoca Sa‘deddin Efendi, and he

77 See: the circumcision feast of $ehzdde Mehmed (Mehmed III) (Z, 77a-79b
Sel, 163-168); the arrival of the English ambassador to Istanbul (E, 186b); and the
ceremomal departure of Satirc Mchmed Pasa for 1005 campaign (E, 374b-375a).
" 78 see: the information which came from Mehmed Pagsa, who was'sent to quell
the revolt of Kara Yazic1 in Anatolia (E, 452b-453b); and the accusation made aga-
inst the clerk of the Imperiai Divan (433a-433b).
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chose to write in a simple, direct manner, employing the vocabulary cur-
rent among theeducated people of the time. Wordsof European originare
hardly ever met with - soltat («soldat») and centilum (gentil homme) from
the French; planka, varos and a few other Hungarian words; the Italian
and Greek terms connected with sea-faring and on the whole the vocabu-
lary is that which was to become standard in literary Ottoman over the
following centuries. It is clear that he had some difficulty in representing
foreign sounds ; whereas he can be specific in mentioning thenames, ranks
and functions connected with other Islamic stated, such as the Ozbeks,
the Safevids or the rulers of Gilan, when he is dealing with Europeans, he
frequently avoids specifying individuals and places, or he leaves a blank
followed with the ndm to indicate that a proper name is intended.
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'SELANIKT'S INFORMATION AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE
VARIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND OFFICES-OF HIS TIME -

" The Sultin and his house hold

The Sultan and the activities centred about his person consitute the
main thread of Selaniki’s History. The work pays close attention to in-
cidents concerning the lives of the sultans both inside and outside the Pa-
lace, their families, their relations with the people, the duties of the offi-
cials of the Palace, and the opcratlon of its various departments. A

While the information given in the History on Siileyman and Selim
I1 issparse and summary that on Murad IIT and Mehmed I11'is compara-
tively profuse in detail. He was, indeed, an acute observer when the op-
portunity presented itself; and in fact, his most detailed account of Siiley-
mén deals with the Sultin’s illness and deathduring the Szxgetvar campa-
ign in which Selaniki participated”. His' praise of Siileyman must not
be. taken as the automatic panegyric common to most Ottoman histo-
ries, for heis prepared to criticize other sultans in the strongest terms
when he feels they deserve it.

Of Selim IT he remarks dlsapprovmgly that he failed to go on cam-
paigns, preferring the comfort and security of the Palace; but he accepts
that it was probably not really necessary, because under the skillful direc-
tion of the Grand Vizier Sokullu Mehmed Paga the armies continued
to gain victories. He mentions eight achievements of Sclim s reign, any
one of which would be sufficient to assure its greatness:

firstly, the reconquest of the Yemen by Sinan Pagsa, the governor of
Egypt, from the descendents of the Mutahhar family;

secondly, the building of 360 cupolas around the Ka‘be, thus pro-
viding peace and comfort for pilgrims, and the expénditure by Mihri-
mah Sultén of 500,000 gold pieces to have water brought to the Harem-i
Serif from the mountain of Arafat;

79 E, 9a-27b; Sel, 18-59.
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thirdly, the conquest of Cyprus by Lala Mustafa Pasa from the Ve-
netians;

fourthly, the building of the Selimiye mosque in Edirne by Sinan
Aga, the chief architect - and here Selaniki adds parenthetically that no
ruler in the world possessed such a magnificent monument and he quotes
numerous chronograms which were composed on its completion;

fifthly, the compulsory purchase by the state of all the houses close
to the Ayasofya and their demolition in order to create an open space
around the building, together with the restoration of Ayasofya itself, un-
der the supervision of Sinan Aga ;%

sixthly, the comlpetion of the bridge at Buyuk (}ekmece, whlch
had' been started in the reign of Selim IT;

* seventhly, the bu11d1ng of a strong fortress at the entry to.the har-
bouir of Anavarin and equipping it with cannon and a garrison to en-
sure the security of the Muslims hvmg in the town;

lastly, the capture of the city of Halkulva‘d and the province of
Tunis from Spain by the Commander-in-Chief Sman Pa§a ahd thc Ka-
pudan Kihg "Ali Pasa.
' Selamlu s account of Selim II’s death is interesting and rathcr dif=
ferent from other éarly sources, casting a more favourable light on the
Sultan. _He says that Selim had repented of his past ways, and had defi-
nitely stopped drinking and partaking of drugs, and, despite the advice
of the palace physician to gradually discontinue taking drugs, Selim
had insisted on giving them up immediately, and as a result was phy-
sically weakened. The former Chief Pphysician, Mustafa Gelebi, was con-
sulted and he diagnosed the Sultan’s illness as brain fever (sersdm), presc-
ribing certain medicines for him. However, in spite of all effors to cure
him, a few days later, on the Ist Ramazan 982 (15th December 1574),
he died®. At the end of the chapter dealing with the death of Selim II
Selaniki gives his relgn as having lasted exght years, eight months and
eight days.82 '

After dcscnbmg the ceremony of Murad III’s accession to the throne

80 Selaniki here erroneously remarks that 135 years had passed since the con-
quest of Istanbul up to the reign of Selim II. It is probably a copyist’s error.

81 E, 57b-58b; Sel, 123-125.

82 This is clearly wrong, for he gives the date of Sehm’s accession to the thtone
as 15 Rebi‘ivl-evvel 974 (30 Sep 1566), and his death as 1 Ramazin 982. The period
between these two dates is eight years, five months and 16 days.
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and his visit to certain places in the City, Selaniki then praises the new
Sultan on account of his keen interest in; and great zeal for, the affairs
of the state. He says that on Saturday 25th Ramazan 932 (8th January
1575), early in the morning the Sultdn had called for the kazi-“askers.
After he had read their programmes®® for that day, he attended the
Divéan to hear some of the cases. The viziers had also presented their
programmes. Because of the Sultan’s keen interest and his early atten-
dance-at the Divan, the problems of the poor people had been solved
and the affairs of the Muslims tended to run smoothly.8

However, towards the middle of the reign of Murad ,he does not
spare his criticism on several occasions: for instance, in- Muharrem 999
(Nov '1590), under the heading «The gazel whlch was: written to the
Sultin in ruk’a (petition)»8:

. Durmayub padigahum zulm ile diinya yikllur ‘
Diidmén-1 fukari beyt-i re‘aya yikilur

Dehre her diin-u-deni hakim ii vali olah
Kalb-i cahil yapilur hatir-1 dana yikilur

Boyle donerse eger <aksine bu garh-1 felek -
Korkaruz iistiimiize kubbe-i min4 yikilur

Kesr-i 9rz itme geha yok yere hatir yikma
Kalb-i mii’min ki sina ‘arg-1 mu‘alla yikilur

Yikilur diyii dild gam yime bu garh-1 kiihen
kat1 gokdan yikilubdur dime hala yikilur

After recording the death of Murad ITI, Selaniki reviews the perso-
nality of lae Sultan and looks back over his reign. Of his physical appea-
rance he describes him as being of handsome aspect, with wide-spaced
eyebrows black eyes, a round beard, of medium height tending towards
fat, and having strong arms.%

83 Kazdyd is the word used here; for this term see N. Géyiing, X VI yizylda Ruus
ve Onemi’, Tarik Dergisi, XVII (1967) p, 28.

84 E 61b-62a; Sel, 133.

85 E, 129b; Sel, 272-73. »

86 A similar description of his physical appearance is given in H. G. Rosedale,
Queen Elizabeth and the Levant Company, London, 1904), p. 21.
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- The Sultan is severely criticized on account of the Persian wars which
occupied the larger part of his reign and caused great distress throughout
the country. Selaniki says that although Murad III had annexed many-
important places and built the necessary fortresses; these wars drained
the financial resources of the country and-corrupted the discipline of the
army. During the war years, not even half of the revenues of the -eastern
cities had been paid into the Public Treasury because of local expenditu-
res which were incurred. Previous Sultans had not concerned themselves -
with the conquest of these eastern areas, being aware that the revenues
they would obtain there would hardly be suff icient to cover the cost of
their administration. ‘

- Inthisconnection, Selaniki takes the opportumty to expound hisown
views on the conduct of state affairs. As a true Muslim, he of course beli-
eves that the government and administration of the country should be
carried out according to the.commandments of God. If affairs are based
on personal desires and conducted for individual gain then government
is liable to corruption and decay; he recalls that in the past unjust govern-
ments had caused the death of millions, citing the invasion of Baghdad
by Hulagu in 656 (1258), in which twelve hundred Muslims were killed,
and Timur’s invasion of Anatolia in 804 (1402). From these instances he
concludes that despotic and unjust administration can never bring pros-
perity.

Selaniki also complams about the morals of certain classes i in society,
such as the ulemd’ and the merchants, finding little that was pious or pra-
iseworthy in their activities. In the past, prescient holy men used to pray,
«O God, do not let us live to see troubles of the year of 1000 AH» ' and they
had died, leaving others to cope with the situation He wonders how God
could allow a state to prosper while such immorality flourished. Here he
quotes the folloving verses:

Devlete gére asitane olur

Her kus igiin bir agiyane olur
Sanmanuz halk olur zamana gore
Belki halka gére zamane olur

Selaniki points out that Murad’s frequent and afbiuéry changes of
grand vizier, sephiilisldm, ka zi-‘askers and defterddr caused disorder and con-
fusion in the Empire. However, he also mentions Murad TII’s excuse for:
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these frequent changes in the top posts, quoting a gazel by the Sultan ex-
plaining this:

Gonliimiin- istedigi bana bir adem-olsa
Havf-1 Mevla’dan iki didesi piir-nem olsa

Usrii yiisriini' kayirmasa iki diinyada
Ciimleten alem iki aynine bir dem olsa

Nefesi olsa hayat irgiirici miirdelere
Bir kelami nice bin yareye merhem olsa

Zahir i batini ma‘mir ve yiizi nfir-1 miibin
T4 ebed nazir olanlar ana hurrem olsa

Mahzen-i ilm-i lediin 4ké§if-i. sirr1 hikmet
Ey Muradi bize bir gdylece d4dem olsa

-+ Finally, concluding the chapter on Murad ITI’s death, Selaniki exp-
 lains that Murad did not have a very high opinion of the military. Several
times the kaprkulu had forced their way into the Dfvén-1 hiiméydn and had
shamelessly insulted the viziers: Such misbehaviour destroyed the Sul-
tan’s confidence in them.®
Concluding the account of Murad’s death and the rather lengthy
-review of his reign, Selaniki begins his chronicle of the reign of Mehmed
III. Although he begins by severely criticizing both the strangulation of
-the nineteen gehzddes, (without; however, identifying a guilty party) and
the marrying-off of their mothers to certain soldiers, in general, he speaks
~approvingly of the new Sultan.®
‘In descrlbmg the numerous changes in the top posts and in the Pa-
lace service, Selaniki especially emphasizes the Sultan’s attitude toward
the dwarves and jesters, and seems pleased that they have been expelled
from the Palace.® Again and again attention is given to the new Sul-
'tan sactlve efforts to stablhze the country and reform its administra-

87 E, 236-239b.
88 E, 239b.
89 E, 244b.
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tion,* and to the consultations he held with Hoca Sa‘deddin Efendi and
the grand vizier and other high officials for this purpose.®!

The social activtes of Mehmed and the previous Sultans outside the
Palace are unfailingly dwelt upon : their excursions to other palaces; their
public attendance at the Friday prayers; usually in the imperial mos-
ques; their visits to their ancestors’s tombs and certain other shrines.
These are related in exceptional ‘detail, with any interesting incidents
which may have occurred in connection with them.

Recounting Mehmed III’s attendance at the Friday prayer at the
Sultan Selim mosque on 8th of Cemazii’l-hir 1003 (18th of February
1595), Selaniki says as the Sultin rode to and from the mosque, seven
viziers approached him in order of precedence, according to the old cus-
tom, and discussed with him affairs of state. This continued until the
Sultan had ridden as far as the Cebe-hane on the return journey. Sela-
niki remarks that this was an admirable tradition which had fallen into
disuse during Murad III’s reign.%

On Friday in Receb 1003 (Mar-Apr 1595), when Mehmed was leav-
ing the Ayasofya after the service he was accosted by the cries of a group
of people from Silstre complaining about the miseries they were suffering
due to the invasion by the enemy. A ¢aous approached these people to as-
certain the nature of their complaints and was struck by a stone from the
hand of Yemigci Hasan, the Aga of the Janissaries, who, bcmg observed
by the Sultan, was dismissed the following day.**

Likewise, while he is giving an account of the Sultan’s Friday pra-
yer in-the Bayezid mosque, he indicate that it was not the established
custom for the Ottoman Sulténs, to go to this mosque for their Friday pra-

90 One may see the documentary evidence for these efforts in the addlet-ndme
pubhshed by C. Ulugay in XVI ve XVII Tuqzlda Saruhanda Egkiyalik ve Halk Ha-
reketleri (Istanbul, 1944), p. 163-169, and in the hikm addressed to the kazf-‘askers (Ra-
mazin-1006/April 1598) regulating the affairs of the ulemd’ which is given in I. H.
Uzungarsil, Osmanly Devletinin Ilmiye Teskilit:, (Ankara 1965), pp. 243-9.

91 At these meetings Mehmed III generally discussed the current affairs of sta-
te, matters of urgency and measures to deal with them. Consultations with Hoca Sa‘-
deddin are mentioned for example in E, 406a; 4352; and with the grand vizier in E,
435a.

92 E, 248b.

93 E, 255b-256a.
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yer.Selim I pa1d only one visit there on a Friday, durmg his preparaﬂons
for a campaign.*

Seléaniki also reports in some detail the major events of Sultan’s li-
fe. He describes the ceremonies which took place on the occasion of his
accession to the throne, his setting out on campaign and on his return to
Istanbul, on the completion of a new palace oranyotherimportantbuild-
ing, besides the annual religious festival of Ramazin and Kurban Bay-
ram. He usually reports the whole ceremony giving the names of the high
officials who participated and their rank within the hierarchy of officials.

Frequently included in the History are incidents which concerned
not only the Sultin, but also the sehzddes and hamumi sultans and vélide sul-
téns. In 990 (1582) Selaniki was present at the circumcision feast of Seh-
zide Mehmed (who was to become Mehmed III), and his report; which
covers several chapters, deals both with the feast 1tself and with the signi-
ficant events concerning it.%

Murad III, havmg decided in 990 (1582) to arrange a magmficent
'circumc131on feast for his son Mehmed, postponed the preparations for
the eastern campaxgn Carnigirs and mutqﬁzmkas were sent to announce the
“§ehzéade’s circumcision to the provincal governors and nelghbourmg ru-
lers, who sent their envoys to the Capital with abundant presents and mes-
sages of loyalty and friendship. Ibrahim Han, the envoy of the Sah of
‘Persia, Muhammed Hiidabende, accompanied by a retinue of one thou-
sand men, was among the first to arrive, bringing with him lavish presents
and proposals for peace between the two countries. Abdullah Han, the
ruler of the Uzbek hanate of Transoxiana, Samarkand and»Bdkhara, sent
his envoy with gifts and congratulations, as did Mehmed Giray Han of
the Crimea and the Kipgak steppe, and the rulers of Magrib-zemin and
Morocco. Theenvoys from Georgia, Moscow, Hungary, Poland,
Germany, Czechoslovakia (Bohemia), France, Venice, Ragusa, Wallac-
hiaand Moldavia also arrived with presents, and they were acccpted
accordmg to the normal protocol.

94 E 290b-291a.

95 For events such as these Selaniki’s work is particularly valuable. His acco-
unt of the circumcision is more detailed than that of Hasan Beg-zade, (7Térik, 50a-
52a) or that of Pegevi, (Tarih, 11, p. 271), for while they describe only the ceremony
itself, Seldniki is also concerned with the preparations which went on behind the
scenes. : :
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The miiteferrika Kara Bali Beg, who was formerly-emin of the Impe-
rial Kitchen, was appointed as director (emin) of the circumcision, and
Hamza Beg, a former Nigdnct, superintendent (ndzir). A sum of 600,000
akges from the Imperial Treasury was assigned to them to cover the ex-
penses of the preparations. The pantry equipment was put in the palace
of Sinan Pagsa, thelate Kapudan-1 deryd, which overlooked the Hippodrome,
and kitchens and hearths were set up in front of the Imperial Bakery.
1500 copper plates and trays were made, each of them beign three and a
half vakiye, which is to say, more than 2000 dirkem in weight, with a capa-
city of one §inik96 of pilaf. 600 strong sipdhis, and 1000 soldiers under the
command of Hiiseyn Aga, the Cebeci-bagi, were appointed to serve at the
circumcision feast. . _ .

The palace of Ibrahim Paga was restored, the staircase and doors
opening onto the Hippodreme were removed, and.a magnificent pavil-
lion was built in front of it. In the Imperial Mehterhdne an audience-hall,
95 zirds in height, was built for the important officials. In the lower part
of the hall a place was designated for the envoys from the Christian sta-
tes. The brother of the Tatar Han and the Polish envoy were placed on
the opposite side of the hall. Twice a day, in the morning and evening, a

special meal was served to the Tatar and Polish envoys. Three times a
day, meals were served to the Persian Ibrahim Han and his attendants,
some consisting of fifteen dishes, while even, the less elaborate consisted
of nine. .

In order to view the ceremonies the Grand Vizier Sinan Pasa se-
lected a chamber above the newly-built pavillion, while Mesih Paga, Ib-
rahim Paga the Beglerbegi of Rumeli, Siyavus Paga, Mehmed Pasa, Abdiil-
muhyi Efendi the defterddr of Anatols, Mahmtd Efendi the defterdar of the
stkk-i sanf, Ca’fer Paga the Beglerbegi of Anatol, and Hasan Pasa the Beg-
lerbegi of $4m, were given suitable places to from which to view. Kilig Ali
Pasa, the Kapudin-1 deryd, had a special wewmg-chambcr built for him-
self, and after the ceremony was over he made it a pious foundation for
teaching Muslim children to recite the Koran. The two kazi-‘askers were
ordered to continue performing their duties as usual in their own housus

_throughout the period of festivity.

The duty of performing the circumcision was a551gned to Cerrah

Mehmed Paga, whose expertise in this operation was famous; in return

96 Measure of cereals equalling a quarter of bushel.
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for this he was given various robes of honuor, 500 pieces of gold, a gol-
den bowl and ewer and thirty valuable lengths of cloth. The ceremony
lasted fifty-five days, during which various feasts and entertainmentstook
place. Towards the end of the period a quarrel broke out (as had often
happened in similar situations) between the Janissaries and the palace
Sipdhis.” One or two soldiers, who were drunk almost to the point of
death, were laid out in a place where they could be seen by the Sultin.
As aresult Ferhad, Aga of the Janissaries, and Osméan, Aga of the Sipé-
his, and the Sildhddr-bas: were dismissed and the situation returned to nor-
mal. The imperial circumcision ended on the 3rd of Receb 990 (24th of
July 1582)

The Grand Vizier presided over the three feasts. [During previous
circumcision feasts the Sultan himselfhad presided, but Murad III aban-
doned this practice.] The first feast was given in honour of the Miifti Efen-
di and Hoca Sa’deddin Efendi and ‘other members of the ulemd’, the
second in honour of the descendents of the Prophet,(the sdddt and the
esrdf), and the third for The megd’ih. the t@’rih was given thus: -

Syl i aiiab Gy gisb

In 990 the circumcision took place.?

The circumcision ceremonies which had taken place in the reigns
of previous Sultans had been different. The high officials, the ulema’ and
the megd’ih would foregather in the presence of the Sultan and enter upon
scholarly discussions, during which the ulema’ would expound passages
from the Koran. During this circumcusion feast, however, Hoca Sa‘ded-
din Efendi, the Miifti Maltil-zade Efendi, Bostan-zade Efendi, Civi-zade
Efendi, Molla Ivaz and Seyh Efendi were not able to hole such discus-
sions, due to certain arguments about precedence and rank, which crea-
ted such a bad atmosphere that the members left the gathering before the
proceedings could begin.

In the same year, just after the circumcision feast Selaniki describes
the brilliant ceremony which took place according to the established cus-

97 The text has: igeriiden gikan celeb sipdhi t&ifesi. _
98 In this form the t4’rik would yield 985. It should probably be altered to.
Sdsl e paaib 57 3554k (E, 792-79b; Sel, 168).

Tarih Enstitiisii Dergisi: F.-29
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toms to mark the occasion of $ehzade Mehmed’s departure for the gover-
norship of Manisa.® ‘

On several occasions, Selaniki gives information about the hanim sul-
tdns. His accounts of their wedding ceremonies are especially worthy of
mention. As an eye-witness Selaniki gives in detail the marrige ceremony
of Murad III’s daughter A’ige Sultan tothe vizier Ibrahim Paga. Hemen-
tions the preparations, the presents which were given by both parties, the
feast prepared for the Nakibi’l-esrdf and the sdddt, for the Seyhuhsldm and
the ulem@ and for high officials.

At the end of his account of this ceremony, Selamk1 compares it
with the customs surrounding previous weddings. He recalls that when
Mihrimah Sultan, the daughter of Kanfini Siileymén, left the Old Pa-
lace for her future husband’s house, the Grand Vizier Hadim Siiley-
méan Paga, out of respect for the sovreign, had dismounted from his hor-
se and walked in front of Mihrimah Sultin’s carriage. Likewise, when
Hiima Sultan, the daughter of Sehzade Mehmed, left the Old Palace
for her husband’s house, the Grand Vizier Riistem Pasa escorted her
to the walls of the palace. In the same way, when the daughter of Selim
II left the Old Palace on the occasion of her marriage to Sokullu Meh-
med Paga, the Grand Vizier Semiz ‘Ali Paga apologized for his inability
to walk during the procession - due to foot trouble-and was permit-
ted to ride instead. Selaniki says that this time the Grand Vizier
Siyavus Paga, according to the established custom, came out from the
Palace, but then mounted a horse and rode in front of the procession.i°°

Selaniki also records the banquet and ceremony in connection with
the marriage of Feridn Beg [the compiler of the Miinge’ati’s-Selatin]to
Adge Sultan, the daughtcr of Mihrimah Sultan, at which he himself
was present, and was glvcn two robes of honour.'®* The other two ma-
jor wedding ceremonies fully described by Selaniki are those of Murad
IIT’s daughter to Halil Paga in 1003, 12 and of Vizier Mehmed Pasa,
the son of Sinan Paga, to the Hanim Sultan in Rebi‘w’l-ahir 1007. 1°

Selaniki gives information about two Vélide Sultins, Nurbant Sul-
tan the mother of Murad I1I, and Safiye Sultan, the mother of Mehmed

99 E, 82b-83a; Sel, 174-6.

100  Sel, 205-209.

101 E, 76b; Sel, 162.

102 E, 1902-192a.
103 E, 421a-b.
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III. He reports the death and burial ceremony of Nurbant Sultan in
detail: on Wednesday, the 22nd of Zi’l-ka‘de 991 (7th December 1533)
the Valide Sultin died at Bagge Saray in the district of Yenikapi. The
ulemd; the mesd’ih and even the Sultan, dressed in mourning and weeping;
followed the funeral procession to the mosque of Mehmed the Conque-
ror. After the funeral prayer, the Sultin went through the crowded st-
reets to the Palace, and the high officials attended the Valide Sultan’s
burial in the tomb of Selim IT near Ayasofya. For forty days, both mor-
ning and evening, the viziers and the Mevdl? visited her tomb, read the
Koran and made charitable donations to the poor.'®

While the information on Nurban@ Sultan is sparce and practically

restricted to her death, that on Safiye Sultin is profuse in detail. Starting
during the reign of her husband, Murad III, especially after the death
of her mother-in-law Nurbanfi Sultan (1583), her influence steadﬂy
increased.
During the whole of her son’s reign, partly due to Mehmed TII’s great
respect for his mother'®, and partly due to her own ability, she acquir-
ed great influence, not only in the Palace, and in internal politics, but
also a reputation in forelgn dealings, and corresponded with certain
European rulers.1%

Selaniki’s information, however, is ma.mly concerned with her mf-
luence over her son, her active personality and certain rumours about
her. He reports her important role during the illness and death of her
husband: after consultation with certain viziers, she sent a letter to Meh-
med in Manisa, informing him that ,as the Sultdn was dying, he ought
to be preparing to ascend the throne. However, she kept secret the
death of Murad from the viziers. Whenever a question was asked on
the Sultadn’s medical condition, she let it be understood, through Fer-
had Pagsa, the kd’im-makdm, that he was still alive. However, she secretly
sent the news of his death with Ferhad Aga, the Bostan-bagi, to the new
Sultan, explaining to him that as the viziers had not yet become aware

104 E, 82a; Sel, 173-174.

105 See: I. H. Uzungarsily, Osmanl: Devletinin Saray Teskildn, (Ankara, 1945),
p- 243.

106 For her letters to Queen Elizabeth I during the reigns of her husbarnd and
son, see: S. A. Skilliter, «Three letters from the Ottoman ’Sultana’ Safiye to Queen
Elizabeth I», Oriental Studies III, Documents from Islamic Chanceries, (Oxford 1965), pp.
119-157.
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of the Sultan’s death no official letter from them could be expected. As
previously arranged with her son, Safiye sent him a silver goblet as a
token that the news of the Sultin’s demise was true, and that he, Meh-
med, was now Sultan.?”?

Events recorded in the History give a clear indication that the Va-
lide Sultan had an important influence in the Capital during the ab-
sence of Mehmed III on the Egri campaign: in Rebi’ii‘l-ahir 1005 (Nov-
Dec 1596), Ahmed, the aga of the kapucilar, arrived, bearing the Sultan’s
letter to the Valide, in which he promised that whatever| she requested
would be done. When Bizeban Aga brought news of the victory, in a
detailed letter to Mehmed III the Valide Sultan requested the appoint-
ment of Ibrahim Paga to the grand vizierate, and of Ibrahim Aga to- the
office of Mir-ahur, and of Hizir Aga, who was then attached to the Ha-
rem, to the kethiidalk of the kapucilar. She also sent lavish presents for
her son on the occasion of his victory. When Bizeban Aga arrived at the
imperial camp at Harmanli, her request was granted, and Cagala-zade
Sinan Paga was replaced as grand vizier by Damad Ibrihim Paga.'®
Likewise, Selaniki mentions that in .Cemazii’l-evvel 1005 (Jan 1597)
Hoca Efendi-zade Mehmed Efendi, the kazi-‘asker of Anotolr, was dis-
missed from that office, and in his place, through the intercession of
the Valide Sultan, the former kazi of Mecca Kug -Yahya Efendi was
appointed.'®

Selaniki indicates that the Valide Sultén ,in addition to-her obvi-
ous influence over, and interference in, state affairs, was also involved
in various intrigues, although he is very careful in the wording of his
criticism of such a powerful personage.'’® When recording various ap-
pointments, Selaniki merely says that bribes were paid to the Harem,
without being more specific.

The Vilide Sultan was deeply distressed by the death of the Jewess
Kira, the confiscation of her property and the consequent fate of her

107 E, 235b-236a.

108 E, 352b-353a.

109 E, 258a.

110 Hasan Beg-zade, (Tdrih, 102a) and Pegevi, (Térih, 1L, 210), who relied on
Hasan Beg-zdde for his account, in reporting the appointment of Hadim Hasan Pasa
to the grand vizierate and his later execution, mention that the Pasa had openly
admitted giving presents to the Valide Sultin. Selaniki, however, although reporting
the Paga’s vizierate and execution over several chapters, makes no mention of this.
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sons, and complained about the indifference shown to this affair by her
sons-in-law, saying «My sons-in-law are my enemies. Is this how they
should defend the integrity of the state? Both of them hold some res-
ponsibility for the part played by the soldiers in the death of this woman.
If her execution was necessary, did it have to be carried out like this?
She could have been thrown into the sea. The execution in such a way
of a woman so closely connected to the Harem is damaging to the integ-
rity of the state».!!!

Because ofthe great respect Mehmed III had for his mother, the Va-
lide Safiye Sultin was provided with various revenues, and Selaniki de-
votes some to describing the nature of these, and certain irregularities and
complaints which occurred from time to time in conectionwith them. On
12th Receb 1003 (23rd March 1595), Mehmed III decreed that his mot-
her should receive 3000 ¢il akge per day, which should be paid in monthly
installments by the Sekr emini. She should also receive every year 300,000
akge for her summer expenses, and same sum during the winter. In addi-
tion, the following year the Sultan decreed that more than 10 yiik kds pas-
maklik should be given to her.''? These fiefs and their revenues were ad-
ministered by an official known as the Vélide Sultdn hislar: voyvodasi.***

The Central Administration

_The centralized system of administration by which the Empire was
governed centred about the Divdn-1 Hiimdyiin and the offices associated
with it. All political, financial and military activities of even the most re-
mote regions. of the realm had ultimately to be considered and decided
upon in this chamber, and here, too, the dismissals and appointments of
responsible officials were made. In the second half of the sixteenth cen-
tury the Dfvdn was at its most powerful, and it was at this time that Sela-
niki‘was in a position to observe its operations from the inside and report
on the character of the individuals involved therein. We are, also, allowed
to see through his eyes the gradual growth of irresponsibility that was la-
ter to vitiate this central organ of government and at periods leave the
Empire in a state bordering on anarchy.

111 E, 4672-467b, 468b.
112 E, 310a-310b.
113 E, 314b.
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On several occasions he mentions the names and ranks of’ the dig-
nitaries comprising the Divdn. For instance, in describing the ceremonial
departure for the Szigetvar campaign Selaniki mentions the names of high
officials: the grand vizier was Sokullu Mehmed Paga; the second vizier,
Pertev Paga, went on campaign as commander; the third vizier was Fer-
had Paga; the fourth vizier, Ahmed Pasa; the fifth vizier, Kizil Ahmedlii
Mustafa Paga''; the kazi-‘asker of Rumeli was Hamid Efendiand of 4na-
tol:, Perviz Efendi; the Bag-defierdir was Murad Celebi Efendi, and the
Aga of the ]amssancs was ‘Ali Aga.!!s

On the occasion of Murad ITI’saccession tothe throne, Selaniki men-
tions the names of the six kubbe-alfz vizier, together with those of other
high officials. However, towards the end of Murad IIT’s reign, in 1001,we
see the number of viziers had risen to seven. Selaniki shows Sinan Pasa
as grand vizier, Ferhad pasa as second vizier and Dadmad Ibrahim Paga
third vizier, Cerrah Mehmed Pasa fourth vizier, Cagala-zade Sinan Paga
fifth vizier, Nisanct Mehmed Paga sixth vizier and Hizir Paga seventh
vizier. He concludes his chapter with Cagala-zade’s successful claim to
precedence over Cerrdh Mehmed Paga.'®

Besides these dome viziers (kubbe vezirleri), Selaniki occasionally men-
tions hdric vezirlert, who hold the rank of vizier, but serve in the eyalets as
governors or commanders. In a special chapter, Selaniki says that after
the return of Mehmed III from the Egri campaign, the viziers were Ib-
rahim Paga, who was grand vizier; Cerrah Mehmed Paga; H3lil Pasa,
who was both vizier and kapudan; Hizir Paga, who had been mukdfiz of
Baghdad ; Hadim Hasan Paga, who was muhafiz of Istanbul; Sinan Paga-
zade Mehmed Paga, who had been in Belgrade during the campaign;
Satirct Mehmed Pasa, muhdfiz of Vidin; Mahmtd Pasa, muhéfiz of Teb-
riz. Apart from these viziers, there were also some /éric viziers - Mehmed
Paga-zade Hasan Paga, the current muhdfiz of Belgrade; another Hasan
Paga, who was serving in the Yemen; Hafiz Ahmed Pasa, serving in
Bosnia; Saatct Hasan Paga, serving in Tebriz; Yemisci Hasan Pasa,

114 Although I. H. Uzungarsih (in Osmanly Devletinin Merkez ve Bahriye Tegki-
létr, p: 188) says that in the reign of Kinuani Siileyman the number of viziers was not
more than four, Selaniki provides evidence that there were five viziers on the eve of
the Szigetvar campaign.

115 E, 9b; Sel, 19.

116 E, 171b.
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serving in Sirvan; Mustafa Pasa, serving in Erzurum. In total, there
were nine déhil viziers, and seven hdric viziers.!!?

However, in recounting a conversation he held with certain experi-
enced persons, Selaniki expresses his anxiety about the increasing num-
ber of officials receiving payments from the imperial treasury. On this
occasion, he gives the number of both ddkil and hdric viziers as twenty-
three.118

In the sixteenth century, the Divdn-1 Hiimdydn met four days a week
-Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday.!’ From the information gi-
ven by Selaniki, however, it can be seen that on various occasions, such
as the death of certain dignitaries,'?° the departure ofthe army on cam-
paign'?!, the reception of envoys!??, and the occasion of 1mpenal wed-
ding ceremonies'??, the Divan meeting was not held.

Incidents were often reported which indicate to the reader the type
of matters with which the Divan dealt: its discussions, decisions, appoint-
ments and dismissals, complaints and their investigations, relations with
foreign countries, etc. For example, there was the investigation of the Def-
terddr Kara Uveys. The register of Murad I1I’s financial affairs while he
was gehzdde had been brought to the Divdn-1 Hiimdytin and given to the
Bag-defterddr. The following day Kara Uveys, one of the defterddrs, was
brought before the Divin and charged with opening sealed money boxes
and paying ‘uldfe to certain people without authorisation. Accordmg
to custom, he and his accusors sat down on a carpet in front of thé viziers,
while the grand vizier listened to the proceedings. Kara Uveys insisted
that since he had become defterddr the treasury had been opened and clo-
sed only by him, and that he had done what was necessary. If there was
anything missing, he was ready to repay it a thousand-fold. Sokullu Meh-
med Paga sought the opinion of Murad III’s Lala (Ca‘fer Beg)'* who,

117 E, 359b-360a.

118 E, 462.

119 B. Lewis, EI8, Divin- Hiimdytin, 11, p: 338,

120 See: the death and funeral of the Déri’s-Sa ‘4de Agasi, (E, 130a; Sel, 274).

121 See: the departure of Hasan Pasa (E, 141a-b; Sel, 296) and Satirc1 Meh-
med Paga (E, 374) on campaign.

122 Because of the reception of Han Ahmed., the ruler of Gilan, the Dwan did.
not meet for two days.

123 See: the wedding ceremony of Halil Pasa and Hamim Sultin.

124 See: M. T. Gokbilgin, ‘Kara Uveys Pasa’nin Budin Beglerbegiligi’, Tarih
Dergisi, Vol II, no 3-5, p: 18.
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after listening to the details, said that he had explained to Kara Uveys-
that his responsibility [as Lala] had ceased on the accession of Murad to
the throne and that the authority had then passed into the hands of the
grand vizier. Although, as a personal opinion, he thought that there was
no need to open the boxes, nevertheless the matter depended on the grand
vizier’s decision 19 Sevval 982 (1 Feb 1595).1%

Selaniki gives detailed and comprehensive information about the
grand vizier, his authority and control over affiars. There are indications
that he held meetings in his palace to discuss major- govermental matters
with the high off1c1a1s, in addition to his regular meetings in the Divdn-2
Hiimayiin.

One such meeting is dcscnbed in detail, with mention of those who
participated and the matters they discussed. In §a‘ban 1003 (Apr - May
1595) the Vizier Ibrahim Paga, Cerrah Mehmed Paga, the Vizier and
Kapudan Halil Paga, Hadim Hasan Pasa, the Kazé-‘asker of Rumeli Ab-
diilbaki Efendi, the Kazi-‘asker of Anatol Ebu’s-Su“id-zade Mustafa Efen-
di, the Mér Tevkii, Hamza Paga, the Bag-defterdér Hasan Efendi, the def-
terddr of Anatols Mahmiid Efendi, the defierddr of Sikk-1 Séni Dervis Efendi,
the defterddr of Tuna Mustafa Efendi, the Aga of the Janissaries Ahmed
Aga, and the other agas of the Rikdb-: Himdytin and of the Biliiks gathered
in the palace of the Grand Vizier Ferhad Paga. The Sephiilislém Bostan-za-
de Efendi also took partin the meeting. When the Serddr asked for opinion
about where the next campaign should be led, Ibrahim Paga and Meh-
med Pasa favoured a major advance toBuda, while atthe same timesend-
ing well-equipped troops to Moldavia and Wallachia to protect those
regions. Halil Paga, on the other hand, emphasized the importance of
stamping out the sedition in Molldavia and Wallachia. The Serddr exp-
ressed agreement with Halil Pagsa, but Hasan Pasa was of the same
opinion as Ibrahim Pasa.

Selaniki is much more severe in his criticims of the officials of the cen-
tral administration than of any other section of the society. In Muharrem
1001 (Oct - Nov 1592), making a comparison with the previous position
of the empire, he says that the reign of Selim II, due to the skillful admi-
nistration of Sokullu Mahmed Pasa, the countrywas peaceful and well-or-
dered. At present however, since the administration had fallen into the
hands of incompetent administrators, the people’s lives were in a. mise-

125 E, 65a; Sel, 139-140.
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rable condition.'? In particular, he expresses his enxiety about the inc-
rease of corrupt practices amongst the top officials. He reports the opi-
nion of Boyah Mehmed Pasa, whom he served as a divittdr for four years,
that the door of bribery had been opened, and that this would not lead
to the prosperity of the Empire.!?7

In Muharrem 1004 (Sep-oct 1595), when a mcssenger from Eszter-
gorn arrived in Istanbul, bringing news of the hardships suffered by the
soldires there, he also accused those in the capltal as bcmg responsxble for
thissituation. Selaniki describes in detail the messengcr s accusation, as
follows: theenemy have attacked Muslim territory, paying no heed towar-
nings given them. Although the late Sultan Kanfni Siilleyman had con-
quered many of these places and added them to the Empire, those at pre-
sent in charge of the government have allowed them to fall into the hands
of the infidels, thus destroying the honour of the state. The Muslims and’
their households have fallen into slavery. What reply will be given to God
and His Prophet? The divine trust has been abused. The vengeance of
God will fall on those responsible. Selaml-n concludes the chapter with a
brief statement in which he expresses agreement with the messenger’s cri-
ticisms of the high officials.!®

Selaniki also reports certain 1rregulanﬁes which occurred in the ope-
rations of the Divan. He quotes the following example when Sinan Pasa
was appointed to the grand vizierate, he noticed that, as a result of negli
gency on the part of the high officials, many unqulified persons had been
appointed to offices and thus abuses were being committed. Certain dis-
honest clerks of the Divan and finance departments, obtaining blank’
forms, headed with-the imperial monogram, had forged letters patent and
various other certificates. After this inquiry, Sinn Paga discovered that
other clerks had invented a removeable ink, and being enable thereby to
erase the content of previously written official documents, were able to
write-what they wanted instead. Two clerks, named Acduran and Semsi
Ahmed, were put to death at the end of this investigation. Six clerks were
punished by cutting off one hand, seven were condemned to the galleys,
and others were expelled from the Divan. Zi’l- -hicce 998 (Oct 1590).129

126 Sel, 339

127 E, 76a; Sel, 161.

128 E, 28l1a-281b.

129 E, 128 a-128 b; Sel, 271-272.
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" The Military

In his remarks about the central administration and the social life
of Istanbul, ‘Selaniki gives much important information concerning the
kaprkulu organization which was one of the main institutions of the Em-
pire. While narrating incidents concerned with the militray, he does not
hesitate to add his own criticisms, and these leave no doubt that the dis-
cipline and good order of the Corps was almost daily deteriorating. Most
alarming was the way in which the Janissaries were neglecting their mi-
litary duties and turning to trade in order to increase their incomes, with-
out however abandoning any of their traditional prerogatives!®*. When-
ever an opportunity presented itself, they engaged in rioting and looting.

Thus, in the entry for 18th Cemazii’l-dhir 1003 (28th February 1595)
he reports that certain Janissaries who had been ordered to go to streng-
then the defences of the Danube (Tuna yalilari), instead of fighting the
enemy, set about looting the countryside, and Selaniki, of course, isun-
sparing in his condemnation of this conduct.’®! In 1003 (1594 - 5), ‘the
people of Wallachia and Moldavia rose in rebellion against the oppres-
sion of the Janissaries and a corrupt judiciary, and asked for help from the
neighbouring Christian states. Selaniki clearly shows that his sympathies
lay with the rebels rather than these arms of the government, on whom he
places the whole blame.*?

In the early days of Selim II’s relgn, Selaniki was Ppresent when the
Janissaries instigated riots in order to gain an increase in the bonus which
was traditionally bestowed upon the accession of a new sultan, and in
their quarterly salaries. He reports their attacks on the viziers, and the
concessions made to them by Selim to get them to break up their
meeting and disperse, complaining bitterly about such conduct.**?

- The slightest provocation was capable of triggering off the most ext-
reme reaction by the Janissaries. Thus when a party of people came from
Erzurum to Istanbul to complain about the behaviour of the Janis-
saries when they passed through there on the Gence campaign, some
members of the local regiments stopped the Grand Vizier, Ferhad Pasa,

130 E, 51b-52a; Sel, 111.
131 E, 250a.

132 E, 253a-253b.

133 E, 34a; Sel, 73-4.
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while he was on the way to a meeting of the Divan. They showered in-
sults on him and exhibited such hostility that shortly afterwards, in Ce-
mazii’l-ahir 1000 (Apr 1592), both he and the Aga of thcjamssanes were
dismissed from office.!®

In the opinion of Selaniki one of the most important reasons for the
corruption which he observed in the Janissary Army was the lack of any
consistent policy towards this institution by the sultans and their minis-
ters. When Yemisci Hasan Paga was appointed Aga in place of Ahmed
Aga in $evval 1003 (Jun - Jul 1595), he adds to his mention of the event
the remark that in past time the sultans used to regard the administra-
tion of this military elite as deserving of the greatest care and attention,
and that consequently the Janissaries were held high in the esteem of the -
people. Now, however, agas and kdtibs were changed three or four times
ayear, allowing for no consistency in administration and in addition, pla-
cing an excessive financial burden on the Treasury. He ends these
remarks with a prayer that God will bring about an 1mprqvcment in
this state of affairs.?®

He has no llusions either about their military efficiency. When Gen-
ce was captured in 996 (1588), he breathes a sigh of relief that such troops,
more concerned with their own material advantage than in serving the
sultan, had been spared suffering defeat, as they most certainly would ha-
ve had if the enemy had attacked them with his full force.!®¢

Information about the quarterly salaries of the Janissaries, for the
payment of which Selanikf was from time to time responsible, is given
throughout the History. Being several times entrusted with this duty, he
recounts in some detail how the salaires were distributed, what steps were
taken by the government to provide the money, and the manner in which
many tragic incidents took place during the payments. On several occa-
sions he gives the number of soldiers, the gradual increase in this number,
and the amount of money which was distributed to them. Some of these
details are given in the section concerning the economy of the Empire.

Finally, beside the information about the kaprkulu, Selaniki also re-
counts some incidents and considerations concerning the provincial sol-
diers of the Empire. For instance, in a chapter dated Rebiw’l-ahir 1006

134 E, 149a-149b; Sel, 310-311.
135 E, 269a-269b.
136 E, 118b-119a; Sel, 251.
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(Nov - Dec 1597), reviewing the general situation of the Empire, he says
that provincial soldiers had not seen peace for twenty years. During Mu-
rad III’s reign, they had been on campaign against Persia, and at the pre-
sent time they were fighting with the enemy on the European front.!*’

The Ulema’

- Selaniki gives a great deal of varied information about the ulemd’,
who were one of the most important social elements in the Ottoman Em-
pire. Although the Historian had a great deal of respect for certain mem-
bers of the learned class as individuals, he criticizes the ulemd’ severely as
a body for allowing their standards todeteriorete. These general criticisms
occur several times in very similar language throughout the History. In
the early part of the work Seldniki says«...the ulemd’ have knowledge of
the divine truth. When they ceased commanding good deeds and forbid-
ding evil, society deterioreted, because the people followed blindly the
lead given by the zlemd® and the mesd’ih. The decline in their standards
is a sign of the coming of the day of judgement.!*® Later-Selaniki repeats
the criticism of the declining standards amongst the learned class. These
people were complaining that no one posed questions to them, and that
even if they did command good deeds and forbid evil, no one paid atten-
tion to them.'® - ‘

However, in addition to these general criticisms, there are many
events mentioned in the History which show the active role of the ulemd’
in society, their strong reaction against injustices, their efforts to improve
the condition of the country and the people. Selaniki notes some of these
efforts with approval: in Cemézii’l-evvel 1006 (19 Dec 1597), when Frenk
Mehmed Aga, the former secretary of the Janissaries, set out on the Pilg-
rimage, the rumour that he had died became current, and at the same
time a letter arrived from the Serif of the’ Ka ‘be, complaining about Frenk
Mehmed Aga’s bad behaviour in Mecca. The Sultan issued a katt-2 hiima-

_yiin ordering confiscation of all his property for the Treasury. $ems Efendi,
the Anatols defterdén, and other officials went to take possession of it. On’
the folloving day, when Frenk Mehmed Aga returned unexpectedly, cer-

137 E, 389a-389b.
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tain of the uzlemd’ raised strong objections to the seizure of his property,
saying «How can the property of a Muslim be confiscated thus? Itis cont-
rary to the Seri‘a». Asaresult, all the property was restored to him.*
Likewise, under the heading «The care taken by the Seyhiilislam to
prevent unlawful deeds and to restore order» Selaniki recounts in detail
Sun‘llah Efendi’s fefvd on the subject, and praises his zeal in protecting
the revenues of the pious foundations. Sun‘ullah Efendi had stated that
the trustees of these evka f should prevent the offering of food on ornamen-
ted metal trays and of various fruit drinks in glasses on the occasion of the
Mevlid ceremony in the imperial mosques, as this was an innovation which
infringed the rights of the poor, for whom the evk@f revenues had beenori-
ginally provided. If the trustees fulfilled the conditions of the founders,
and provided meals for the poor in the medreses and public kitchens, this
would be excellent. Otherwise, this pernicious innovation would steadily
increase. The Miifti also stipulated that women should not walk in the
market among the men; that the Sultin should at all costs stop judges and
officials from receiving bribes, prevent women and eunuchs from inter-
vening in affairs of state, and should take decisive measures to stabilize
the coinage.'! _ .
Anothernotable example occurred in Rebf’ii’l-evvel 1007 (Oct 1598).
After Mahmd Paga left on campaign, Hoca Sa‘deddin, the $eyhiliislam,
issued a feivd against those who had not gone on campaign, contrary to
the Sultan’s fermdn. Nasth Aga, the kapuci-bagt, punished these people.*?
Appointments, promotions and changes in the posts of miiderris and
kazi are frequently given in the History. Selaniki, who had opportunity
to follow all these appointments at first hand as they were discussed in the
Divén-1 Hiiméyfin ;mentions the dates, the places and even sometimes the
reason for these changes. If certain appointments are linked one with
another, Selaniki gives these in one chapter, under the heading «The
chain of promotion in the medreses and kazéliks.» In Receb 1006, for ins-
tance, he records that Mevlana Mustafa Efendi was appointed, with a
daily stipend of 100 akges, to the medrese of the Valide Sultan from the
Dirii’l-hadis of the Sultdn; Memek-zade Mevlana Mehmed Efendi was
promoted from the Dérii’l-hadis of Sultan Siileymén to Mustafa Efendi’s

140 E, 390b-391a.
141 E, 446b-447a.
142 E, 417a-417b.



462 MEHMET IPSIRLI

place; Mevlana Haydar Efendi from the medrese of $ehzide was appoin-
ted in his place; to his place Kara Celebi-zade Mevlana Mehmed Efendi
was appointed from the Sahn-1 Semdniye; and to his place Mevlana Hasan
was appointed. All the men involved in this chain of promotion came to
the Divan and, according to seniority, kissed the throne of thesultanate.*?

" In Selaniki’s History there are also isolated incidents about the ulema’
class, which illustrate facets of their characters, their place in society and
the respect and esteem of other people for them. He reports that the for-
tune of Hoca Sa‘deddin Efendi, the tutor of Murad III, began to dimi-
nish in the early days of Mehmed III’s reign. His reputation during Mu-
rad’s reign had been so great that had he died at that time, the Sultin
would have honoured him by attending his funeral personally. However,
when Mehmed III ascended the throne, certain opportunists who had
previously tolerated Hoca Sa‘deddin Efendi’s disagreeable behaviour,
seeing that his influence was waning, now began to criticize him, and de-
manded the return of the presents they had given him earlier.

Selaniki also relates the following anecdote'®: one day Murad III
the late Sultan, gave two pieces of hardc defteri to his son Sehzade Mehmed,
later Mehmed III, and said, «Take these and give them to your tuter,
Mevland Azmi Efendi.» The Sehzade took them to the classroom and
placed them near Azmi Efendi. When the latter learned that they were
brought for him, he refused them, saying «We have neither need nor de-
sire for these things». The Sehzade then returned them to his father Mu-
rad III, who remarked, «Your teacher abides by the §eri‘a, and does not
accept such a gift, but my teacher [Hoca Sa‘deddin Efendi] does'*».

- Selaniki reports the deaths of eminent ulema’ and provides an obi-
tuary for each, as in the case of Miifti Zekeriya Efendi'*s, Hoca Sa’ded-
din Efendi,"”. Abdiilbaki Efendi,’® and Ebu’s-Su‘id-zide Mustafa
Efendi.* Selaniki recounts the death of the last-named as follows: Mus-

143 E, 393b-3%4a. .. .
144 For the same incident and details, see I. H. Uzungarsih, Osman - Devletini
Saray Teskilatr, p. 361.
145 E, 246b-247a.
146 E, 180a.
147 E, 445b-446a.
148 E, 465b-466a.
148 E, 465b-466a.
149 E, 444b.
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tafa Efendi, the former k@ zi-‘asker of Riimeli, suffered for a long time with
stomach trouble, and eventually died because of this. High officials, vi-
ziers, ulemd and megd’ih attended his funeral at Fatih Sultin Mehmed’s
mosque.- Jeyhiilislam Sa‘deddin Efendi led the funeral prayer. The late
Efendi, in his last moments, said to his servant; «My father’s prayer rug
is spread near Ebu Eyytb Ensari’s prayer rug. They are ready to pray.
They are waiting for me. Make haste and prepare my prayer rug, and
let me go to them.» The foolish servant said «Where is the prayer rug? I
do not know.» Mustafa Efendi replied «Do as I tell you, do not offend
me.» It is reported that at that very moment, the teacher and students
in the classroom near Ebu’s-Su’tid’s tomb [Mustafa Efendi’s father]
heard a'verse of the Koran being recited in a very loud voice from this
tomb. From this they inferred that Mustafa Efendi had died, and in
fact, he was buried there the followmg dav 15th %afer 1008 (6th Sep-
tember 1599).

. The. State of the Economy

Selaniki had on several occasions held positions of financial responsi-
bility in'the army, and he reports certain significant events which give an
indication of the economic difficulties facing the country, dwelling in par-
ticular on the high cost of living, the devaluation of the akge and the.effots
to stabilize the comage

- Among the major reasons for the aggravatlon of the fi 1nanc1a1 hard-
ship, in his eyes, were the arbitrary nature of the appointments to, and
dismissals from, government posts, the enormous increase of the personnel
in the Kapikulu organization, and the disastrous wars on both the Eas-
tern and Western fronts. All were contributing to the malalse of the coun-
try and the impoverishment of its people.

‘In Ramazan 1003 (May - Jun 1595), under the title «A complaint
about the troubled conditions of the time », he states that the pomp and
display of the state had increased, and that expenditure had grown so out
of hand that the public treasury could no longer afford it. He adds that
many farmers had-abandoned their lands, through bribery, gained entry
into the army, with the result that the number of tax-payers was dimi-
nishing year by year.*

150 E, 264b-265a.
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In Ramazan 1008 (Mar - Apr 1600), Selaniki again alludes to
the subject of the finances of the State. Recounting a conversation
he had held with men experienced in government, he makes the point
that while in the past the viziers numbered no more than seven, and
their kapir basis no more than fourteen, at this time the kapici-bagis had
increased to twenty-one and there were fully twenty-three viziers in the
central and provincial administration (dékil ve hdric). The salaries (dirlik)
of all the above-mentioned officials had to bé paid out of the havass-1
hiimaytin. Selaniki observes that even were the contents of the Treasury
as vast as the sands of the desert they would not suffice to meet such
expense; and while such conditions persisted, the state could never
enjoy prosperity, nor, in fact, did it augur well for its survival.!8!

Inflation, which was causing the cost of living to soar, provoked di-
sorder among both the people and soldiers. In 997 (1589), while on the
eastern campaign with the army, Selaniki received official reports from
Istanbul about the revolt of the Biliik-halk: over the debasement of the coi-
nage, (the «Beglerbegi vakasi») ,and he gives his own explanation for this
devaluation. It would apper that people were with impunity dividing the
existing akgeinto five pieces, leaving no trace of theoriginal coin. Although
the law required that only 500 akges could be minted from 100 dirkems of
silver, at this time 2000 akges were being minted, and naturally they had
little of their former value. Similarly, the kurus, which had previously been
worth 40 akges, and the altun, which was valued at 60 akges, had respec-
tively risen to 80 and 120 akges. Consequently, the prices of goods and
food-stuffs doubled in the shops, and a salary of 10 altun would be
worth only five in the market-place.!?

Regarding the debasement of the coinage another major row blew
up concerning the Jevess Kira in Ramazan 1008 (Mar-Apr 1600).'5
Before entering into the details of the incident, Selaniki had, in the pre-
vious chapter, described the causes which underlay the affair: in Rama-
zéan of that year food was very expensive, the poor people were suffering
great hardship and no one seemed to care about them. As there were no
fixed prices for food, marked traders bought and sold butter, honey, meat
and bread at whatever price they chose, and paid no attention to the ru-

151 E, 4622-462b.
152 E, 120a; Sel, 252.
153 E, 462b-463a.



MUSTAFA SELANIKI AND HIS HISTORY 465

lings of the authorities; a key! of barley sold for 60 akges; a vakiye (okkd) of
meat for 20 akges; and bread, which was hardly edible was sold in short
weight. Similarly, the price of clothing was increasing enormously : shoes
(pabug) had risen to 100 akges, and boots (gizme) to 200 akges. The akge was
no longer considered a viable currency, gold and silver coins being prefer-
red as units of exchange. Selaniki states that the altun had four different
exchange rates, depending on the circumstances in which it was used. He
says that amongst the people the value of the altun was 190 akges, but for
goods such as butter, rice, barley etc, its value was 160 akges. However,
when people paid their taxes to the government, it was the law that_the
altun should be valued at 118 akges, but when paid to the soldiers as salary
it was counted as 120 akges. Thus, when a soldier received his pay, the al-
tun was valued at 120 akges; however, when he spent the alfunin the mar-
ket he could expect to receive the popular value of the coin, thus profi 1tmg
by some 70 - 80 akpes 15¢ Having described this confused sitution and the
hardshipit gave rise to among the people, Selaniki then goes to give brief
account of decisive and successful policies of certaln European rulcrs w1th
regard to their own currencies.!%®

While describing the daily deterioration of the economy and the de-
valuation of the akge, Selaniki touches upon certain remedial measures
which were taken by the government to stabilize the coinage, to punish
counterfeiters, and to compel merchants and the wealthy people to ful-
fill their financial obligations towards state. He tells us that in Safer 1006
(Sep - Oct 1597), the high officials assembled in the Grand Vizier’s pa-
lace to discuss measures for dealing with the prevailing chaos, but even
after long discussion they were still unable to diagnose the real malady,
and merely proposed some useless remedies. For example, they stipulatéd
that the gavus should not wear expensive embroidered clothes like those
of vomen, and that everyone in government must avoid unnecessaary
expenditure. However, none of these superficial remedies brought about
an improvement in the altun; and the kurug continued to be exchanged
in the markets at a level above the official rate. He says that some people

154 O. L. Barkan, in his informative article (XVI asrin ikinci yarisinda Tiirki-
ye’de fiyat hareketleri, Belleten, XXXIV, 1970, Nr, 136, pp. 557-607) examines'the
economic situation, giving the changes in the prices of several 1tems, quotmg relavent
information from Selaniki’s History. .

155 E, 463a.
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were making a living out of minting false coins from silver plates and that
extravagant high officials were neglecting their duties in respect of eco-
nomies. The neighbouring Christian rulers; on the other hand, were keep-
ing a close eye on their currencies, and the price controls they imposed
ensured that no counterfeiters were able to enter their countries; conse-
quently, they had allowed their subjects to live in prosperity.'s -

. Foreign Countries and Envoys

Like most of the members of his class, Selaniki exhibits no particu-
lar knowledge of the European nations, nor any but the most casual inte-
rest in the events transpiring there. However, the importance of the posi-
tion held by the Ottomans in international affairs and the power they wi-
elded over commerce by virtue of their domination of Medlterrancan,
assured that Europe could not d13p1ay the same indifference towards
them; and period covered by History is marked by an almost unbro-
ken succession of ambassadors and emissaries, arriving in Istanbul with
imposing retinues and sumptous gifts. The ceremonies with which these
representatives of the Christian nations were - received were solemn
and lavish, and it is to these that Selémki devotes the most attention.

In Muharrem 1002 (Oct 1593), on the occasion of the arrival of the
English envoy® to Istanbul,-Selaniki gives information about England:
it is an island whose perimeter measures 1700 miles, and which is 3700
miles from the Halig of Istanbul. The woman who rules this island is ab-
solute monarch. The people worship according to the Lutheran rite. The
envoy brought lavish presents. Until that time no such ship had come to
theBosphorus. It carried 83 cannon and other fire-arms, and on her prow
was depicted the shape of a pig. For this reason Selaniki considered it one
of the wonders of the world, and made special mention in his History."*

Similarly, when the French ambassador came to request the support
of the Ottoman government in the matter of the Meddecel #4;fe,' Se-

156 E, 383b-384a.

157 For the arrival and mission of this envoy, see I H. Uzungarsih, «On doku-
zuncu asir baglanna kadar Tiirk-Ingiliz miinasebatina dair valkalar», Belleten, VIII,
51 (1949), p. 577. . .

- 158 E, 186b. )

159 see M. Zeki Pakahn, Osmanls Tarih Deyzmlen ve” Terimleri Sozlagi. Istanbul

1971. 11, p. 434. .
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laniki- takes this opportunity to mention the Ottoman position towards
France: France, with her abundant provinces and extensive territory, is’
the first among the Christian countries, and since the beginning had been
on terms of friendship with the Ottoman empire. So far she has always
submitted her respects to the Ottoman sevreignty. Mehmed the Con-
querer’s mother had said concerning the French kmg «our prince, and-
of our race».

When the Ottoman Sultans campaigned in Hungary, it was an old
custom that the French ambassadors should take part, and consequently
they had been present on each of Kantini Siileyméan’s western campalgns
However, the English ambassador'® participated in the Egri campaign
both on his.own behalf and also as the representative of the French am-
bassador, who was absent in France at the time. The French ambassador
(Kabasakal),'* who had been carrying out this duty for along time, read
and wrote Turkish fluently, and did not need an interpreter. He returned
to Istanbul with a great number of presents, and was received at the Ka-
laba Dfvim, where he presented his gifts and offered congratulations on
the Egri victory. Twenty-five nobles from his retinue were also admitted
to the Divan. Selaniki then reports the proposal of the ambassador on the
affair of the Meddecel #4’ife.6?

In Receb of the same year (March 1597), Selaniki explains French
ambassador’s pro-Ottoman speech, in which he said that the Ottomans
had put the enemy in their place, and although France had given them
advice many times, their stubbornness and pride had brought disaster on
their heads. Nevertheless, the belief of the Christians had been this, that
if the Sultan had wintered in Belgrade, or even in Edirne, it was certain
that the Hungarians (fearing a new campaign in the spring) would have
sent urgent missions, asking for peace.6® :

160 Selaniki does not mention the name of the English Ambassador, giving only

«Ingiltere ilgisi Galatalu nam ilgi». However, certain Mss leave a space between
Galatalu and ndm In this period the English ambassador was Edward Barton, who
after returning from the Egri campaign; died in Istanbul and was buried in Hey-
beli-ada. I H. Uzungargili, Osmanh Tarihi, Vol, III, part 2, p. 227."
161 Selaniki does not give the actual name of the ambassador, mentioning him
only as JE..LB (Kabasakal). The man who represented France throughout the re-
ign of Mehmed III was Frangois Savori de Breve. (cf. T. Gokbilgin, ‘Mehmed IIr,
article in Jslam Ansiklopedisi) .

162 E, 357b-358a. 163 E, 365b-366a.
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" - On the other hand; Selaniki expresses his:anxiety:and sorrow with
regard ‘to the increasing interference of, and active role played by, these
ambassadors in the. affairs of the Empire, and gives-some examples, in
~ particular the following: in §evval 1007 (May 1599}, five ships from the
fleet of the Duka-i Franga'® made an unsuccessful attack.on the island of
Chios. Selaniki, reporting the évent in detail, explains the French ambas-
sador’s role in the matter of prisoners of war taken atsea. Cagala-zade Si-
néan Paga had captured some Spanish pirates in the- Mediterranean. Seve-
ral hundred heads were brought to Istanbul, together with other captive
who had been taken alive, some of whom were wounded. The French am-
bassador, resident _in,-Istanhul, became aware of the affairs oft_heDi_\'/-ﬁn
and. of the arrival of these prisoners in particular: He did not neglect to
take necessary measures: Spending florins to sow discord amongst the high
officials, the ambassador obtained permission to free 100 captix}_es; That
such a thing had taken place in the Muslim land through the intrigue of
a French ambassador indicated .the growing strength of ‘the enemy.!%

On the other hand, the, protracted struggle -of the Ottomans w1th
Safav1d Pers1a, affecting as it did the very heart-lands of Islam, was mat-
ter of very deep concern to the Porte; and as this- enemy, unlike the Ch-
ristians, was able to appeal to the minds and hearts of the Muslim people
by offering an alternative dispensation, it was to be expected that hosti-
lity shown towards him should be bitter and implacable. .

Selaniki, however, takes a pract1cal view as to how this confronta-~
tion should be pursued Mentlomng the curse laid on the Persmns by the
Prophet-mazzaka’ all&lzu miilke-hii -ke-md maaaka kitdbi -, he.sees- thelr
countr;y asa reglon of poverty from the. conquest of whlch no prof it can be
expected whenever one of its rulers did manage to brlng some prospenty
there, he was invariably followed by another who destroycd this by. his
tyranny. It should be noted that this is a change of attitude on the part
of Selaniki: in 975 (1567-68); when the Kizilbag emir $4ah-kuli Han arri-
ved in Istanbul to convey the congratulations of the §ah to Sultan Selim
IT'6n his accession to the throne; Selaniki, after commenting on the lav1sh
hospltahty shown to. th and followers concludes his remarks w1th apra-

164- Selﬁn.l.kx says DuLa-z Franpa la‘fm Thls is probablyxa xmstake for Duka—z Flo-
yana whlch belonged to Florence, (I:.H. Uzuncarsl, Osman]x Ta.l‘lhl, Vo} III part
2, p. 147). .

165 E, 435b-436a. LT .E-_.
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yerithat God may grant that the earth be cleansed of the foul Kizilbas by
the swords of the true believers, that their lands be taken from them - and
settled by orthodox Muslims, and that the honour of ‘achieving this be
accorded to the Ottomans.'®® Again, in-984; when another such delega-
tion arrived from the $4h to congratulate Murad ITIon his accession, Se-
laniki cannot let the occasion pass without disparaging remarks about the
Kizilbag, this time dwelling on the ingratitude they showed for the extra-
ordinary marks of honour which were shown them.

In addition to these details concerning the foreign countries them-
selves, Selaniki also gives very valuable information about their emissa-
ries - the customs surrounding their arrival in Istanbul, certain changes
in these traditions, the conduct of these representatives, and the inte-
rest shown by thepeople in the splendid ceremonies.

On the arrival of the Venetian Bailo in Istanbul in Ceméziyii.l-evvel
1005 (Jan 1597), to offer congratulations on the recent victory, Selaniki
mentions two traditions concerning the envoys, Previously the Venetian
Bailo, like the envoys of Transylvania, Moldavia and Ragusa, used not
to be feasted. After the defeat of the fleet'® however, the Bailo offered
1000 gold pieces as expenses for a feast, together with 120,000 sikke-i ha-
sene war indemnity, and a feast was subsequently provided for him. Later,
however, the Bailo did not give money for a feast, and this practice did
not continue.169

Similarly it was the custom that when the envoy came to the Divin
the grand vizier would receive him standing up. The k@zi-‘askers also
stood, out of respect for the high officials. This time, however, the kazi-
‘asker of Anatoli, Yahya Efendi, demonstrating a particular firmness,
did not stand up. After he had dined with the grand vizier, the envoy,
accompanied by twelve noblemen from his retinue, then entered the
presence of the Sultan.'”®

Selaniki also mentions another significant change in the tradition
concerning the reception of envoys, Recounting the Grand Vizier Ha-
san Paga’s feast given for the envoy of Abdullah Han of the Uzbeks, in

166 E, 43b; Sel, 94-5.

167 E, 66b ; Sel, 140-141.

168 The inebahti (Lepanto) naval battle, 1571.
169 E, 359a-359b.

170 E, 359a-359b.
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Sa’ban 1006 (Mar - Apr 1598), Selaniki remarks that, in the past when
envoys from Iran and other countries had come to the capital, ithad been
the custom for each vizier to provide a feast, spending incalculable sums
of money. Since the coming of the envoy of $ah ‘Abbas, however, the ot-
‘her viziers had avoided giving such a feast, and consequently this duty
became restricted to the grand vizier only.!!

171 E, 397b.
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- OZET

XVI. asrin ikinci yarisina ait kiymetli bir eser yazmig olan Mustafa Sela-
niki Efendi’nin hayat: hakkinda bildiklerimiz eserinde yer yer verdigi ki-
sa bilgilerden ibaret bulunmaktadir. Ailesi, gengligi, tahsili hakkinda he-
men hi¢ bir sey bilmedigimiz Selaniki’nin, Kanuni Sultan Sﬁleyman n
Szgetvar seferinden itibaren bir ¢ok mithim hadisenin gahidi oldugu ve
hatta bazilarinda gorev aldig eserindeki beyanlardan anlagilmaktadur.
Szgetvar seferine katilmig, Sokullu Mehmed Paga ve onun sir katibi Fe-
ridun Bey’in maiyetinde bulunmusg, savas alamnda &len Kanuni’nin tec-
hiz ve tekfininde gérev almis, merhum Sultan’ih tabutu. ba§1nda Kur an
okuyan alt1 hafizdan biri olmugtur.”

- Selim II nin ciildsu giinlerinde Bagkent’te cereyaneden olaylan, Sul-
tan-asker iligkilerini ulema ve halkin tutumunu yakindan izleyen ve de-
gerlendiren Selaniki bu devrenin olaylarim ve kend.mmn yorumlanm
esermde agiklikla anlatmigtir.”

Selaniki Selim II, Murad III ve Mehmed III dewrlenndeHaremeyn
mukataac1hg1, Sipahiler ve Silahdarlar katiblii, Anadolu muhasebeci-
ligi, evkaf muhasebeciligi, devatdarlik, Vezir-i azam Ferhad ve Ibrahim
Pasalar’in ruznameciligi hizmetleri gibi miihim gérevlerde bulunmugtur.
Ayrica gesitli zamanlarda Vezir-i azam Sinan Paga, Ferhad Pasa ve Si-
yavug Paga tarafindan, Istanbul’a gelen Gilan hakimi Han Ahmed, Seh-
zdde Haydar Mirza gibi misafirlere mihmandarlik vazifesi ve baz1 nazik
zamanlarda uvlufe tevzii veya nezareti isi Selaniki’ye verilmigtir. Biitiin
bunlar Selaniki’nin devlet hizmetinde tecriibeli, itibar sahibi bir kisi
oldugunu gostermektedir.

Ancak Selaniki’nin gergek sohreti kendisine havale edilen bu gorev-
lerden ziyade kendi devrinin olaylarim igine alan eserinden gelmektedir.
Eser XVI. yiizyihn ikinci yarisinin (1563-1600) olaylarim, o devrin rica-
linin gahsiyet ve karekterini, devlet ve hiikiimetin igleyi§ tarzim, Saray ve
Divan-1 hiimayun arasindaki temaslar1, Osmanh miiesseselerinin igleyen
ve aksayan yonlerini canli ve samimi bir dil ve iislupla anlatmaktadir. Ba-
hisleri anlatilirken miinasebet diigtiikge kendi gériis ve kanaatin1 belirt-
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mesi, ayrica yeryer «Sikayet-iahval-i rzgar», «Etvar ve evza’-1rlizgar»,
«Hasbihal» gibi bagliklar altinda yapilan genel degerlendirmeler ise XVI.
asirdaki bir Osmanli miinevverinin haksizlik ve bozukluklar kargisindaki
reaksiyonunu ve gelecek hakkinda duydugu endiseleri gésteren kistmlar-
dir. Ancak kendisinin sik stk ugradig: aziller ve karsilagtifn muameleler
bu gekilde tenkitler yapmasinda biiyiik etken olmustur.

Selaniki tayin edildigi gérevlerin kendisine sagladig: imkanlardan
eseri i¢in biiyiik &lgiide yararlanmig, Divan-1 hiimayun kayitlarindan,
tesrifat defterlerinden, cephelerden merkeze muntazam gelen rapor-
lardan bilgi toplamugtir. Ayrica Sokullu Mehmed Paga, Feridun Beg, Ki-
z1] Ahmedlii Mustafa ve Semsi Pagalar, Vezir-i azam Ferhad Paga, Siya-
vug Paga, Sinan Paga, Cagala-zade Sinan Pasa, Seyhulislam Sun’ullah
Efendi gibi XVI. yiizyilin ikinci yansinda Devlet’in idaresinde yetki sa-
hibi olan kigilerin sohbetlerinden ve agiklamalarindan faydalanarak bir
¢ok hadisenin ig yiiziinii §grenmek imkanini bulmugtur. Bu &zellikleriyle
eser biiyiik 6nem tagimaktadir '

Selaniki eserinde gok sade bir dil kullanmig, sun’ilige kagmadan gé-
riip.diisiindiiklerini ifade etmigtir. Bilhassa bagkalarindan naklen verdigi
bahislerde, karsihkl: konugmalari naklettigi kistmlarda yer yer ciimle dii-
siikliikleri ve ifadelerde miibhemlik gériilmektedir. Bunlardan bazilari-
nin miistensihler tarafindan yapildig da agikardur.

~ Selaniki Tarihi’nin Istanbul ve yabanc iilkeler kiitiiphanelerinde
bir ¢ok niishasi tesbit edilmistir. Ancak bunlardan higbiri miiellif niisha-
srolmadif gibi, cogunlugu XVIII, yiizyilda istinsah edilmis niiShalardar,
ve aralarinda biiyiik ifade ve muhteva fark: goriillmektedir.



