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An Unedited Ka/am Text by Qadi al-Baydawi: 
Misbah al-Arwah 

M. Sait özervarlı • 

AnUnedited Kalarn Text by Qadi ai-Baydawi: Misbah ai-Arwah 
This article aims to present a critical edition of a short philosophico-theo
logical treatise by Qadi al-Baydawi, the well-known Muslim theologian 
and the commentator of the Qur'an. The treatise, which is entitled Misbah 
al-arwah(The Lamp of the Souls) although mentioned by the biographers 
and researchers of al-Baydawi, has so far remained in manuscript form, 
despite the fame of the author in Islamic scholarly tradition. The text 
includes an introduction on logic, and three chapters on ontological and 
theological questions. 
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Qadi al-Baydawi (d. 685/1286)1 belongs to the Post-Ghazzalian period 
in Ash'arite/Maturidite ka lam (Islamic theology). This was a period in which 
the mutakallimun (the theologians) demonstrated a close interest in phi
losophy, both in its terminology and content. The relation and interaction 
between theology and philosophy although begins earlier with the physicaF 

Assoc. Prof. Dr., Center for Islamic Studies (İSAM), İstanbul. I would like to thank to Şükrü 
özen and Abdurrahim Alkış for reading the text and making valuable suggestions. 
His full name is Qadi Nasir al-Din Abu Said Abdullah b. 'Umar b. Muhammad al
Shirazi al-Baydawi; he was bom in the town ofBayda', near Shiraz, and following his 
studies he taught in local madrasas and became the Qadi (chief judge) of Shiraz. Later 
he moved to Thbriz and devoted his life to teaching and writing until his death in 685/ 
1286. Among his books, his well-known tafsir work Anwar al-tanzil, and 'alwali' al
anwar in kalam, and Minhaj al-wusul in usul al-fiqh are the most popular ones For 
more details on his life and works see Lutpi ıbrahim, "Al-Baydawis Life and Works". 
Islamic Studies, 18:4 (1979), 311-21; J. Robson, "Al-Baydawi",Encyclopeadia of 
Islam, Second Edition, 1: 1129; E. Kohlberg, "Bayzawi", Encyclopeadia Iranica, 4: 
15-7; '\iısuf Şevki Yavuz, "Beyzavi", Türkiye Diyanet Vak{l İslam Ansiklopedisi, 6: 
100-3. 

2 See Alnoor Dhanani, The Physical Theory of Ka/am: Atoms, Space and Void in Basrian 
Mu'tazilism (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1994). 
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and metaphysicaP theories of the Mu'tazilite thinkers in the 9th and 
ı Oth centurt es, with the criticisms of al-Ghazzali of the Muslim Peripatetic 
School (Mashaiyyun) in the ll th century marking a turning point in Sunni 
ka/am. Al-Ghazzali (d. 505/1111), the author of Taha{ut al-falasifa (The 
Inceherence of the Philosophers) and one of the most influential theologians 
in Islamic history, claimed that the views of the Peripatetic Muslim philoso
phers were incoherent, and criticized their metaphysical doctrines on twenty 
topics. According to al-Ghazzali, the emanation (sudur) theory of the phi
losophers, which was based on the necessary production of the universe from 
God's essence-in the same way as the sun produces light- contradicted the 
theological theory of the world being originated by God. He was also not 
happy with their denial of the attributes of God as real entities, and with 
their defense of deterministic causality in the physical world, as well as with 
their physiological theories of the human soul. 4 Therefore, in his criticism, al
Ghazzali argued that the philosophers were incoherent, not only with Islamic 
principles, but also within their own logico-philosophical system. 

Although this intellectual critique of Muslim philosophers by a leading 
Sunni theologian may be considered a setback for philosophical inquiry in the 
medieval Islamic world, paradoxically, it brought philosophy into the heart of 
Islamic learning. Muslim theologians, who already were in favor of rational 
methodology, began to examine and refer to the works of philosophers openly. 
Therefore, ıbn Khaldun (d. 808/1406), the well-known histarian of Islamic 
civilization, considered al Ghazzali as the first theologian to use the way of 
the "moderns" (tariqat al-mutaakhkhirin) in kalam.5 Although al-Ghazzali 
does not belong to the school of philosophers, his attempt legalized the log
ico-philosophical discourse among theologians. As a result, post-Ghazzalian 
theologians, such as Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606/1209) and Sayfal-Din 
al-Amidi (d. 631/1233), indulged in philosophical theories, quoting and dis
cussing the ideas of philosophers in their works. The philosopher-theologians 
of the 12th and 13th centuries began to devote large sections of their theo
logical books to logic, ontology, cosmology, and metaphysics, giving more 

3 See for example Richard M. Frank, Beings and Their Attributes: The Teaching of 
the Basrian School of the Mu'tazila in the Classical Period (Albany, N.Y.: State 
University of New York, 1978). 
Cf. Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Ghazzali, The Jncoherence of the Philosophers: 
Taha{ut al-{alasi[a. trans. Michael E. Marmura (Provo: Brigham Young University 
Press, 1997). 

5 Ibn Khaldun, Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad, al-Muqaddima (Beirut: Dar Ihya'i 
turath al-'Arabi, nd.), p. 466. 
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attention to these philosophical subjects than to traditional theological issues, 
which were relegated to the end of their books. As Sabra pointed out, during 
this period "it was the practitioners of kalam whose persistent attacks on the 
philosophers steadily drove them deeper and deeper into the latter's territory, 
and by carefully sifting and appropriating all that suited them in philosophical 
literature, they proved able to tum the tables against their opponents, finally 
appearing to put the {alasi{a on the defensive, even to the point of making 
them look irrelevant. n6 

Al-Baydawi followed this trend in kalarn and wrote some books explor
ing logical and philosophical topics more extensively than theological issues. 
The larger and better known book of this kind is his Tawali' al-anwar.?Ibn 
Khaldun, while commenting on the growing interest of the mutakallimun , 
towards philosophy refers to Baydawi's Tawali as an example. According to 
Ibn Khaldun, the mixture of kalarn with falsafa was taken by al-Baydawi so 
far that his book was no longer distinguishable from a philosophical book.8 

Why did these metaphysical issues and methodological principles need to be 
included in kalam, changing it intensively with a philosophical character in 
the Iate period? Tilman Nigel in his History of Islamic Theology could not 
solve this combination and left it to future generations, as he said: "It will 
be the task of future scholarship to determine how and under what circum
stances the partial blending of theology and philosophy, which has appar
ently been generally approved by scholars, came about; particular attention 
will also have to be paid to the question of how the two ways of viewing the 
world, which were so different in their ways of thinking, were forced together 
at the seams. "9 

However, a careful examination of the history of kalarn and i ts place in the 
Islamic leaming system could explain that such a transformatian was inevi
table. It is evident that being categorized as a discipline of general principles 

6 A. ı. Sabra, "Science and Philosophy in the Medieval Islamic Theology: The Evidence 
of the Fourteenth Century", Zeitschri{t {ur Geschichte der Arabisch-lslamischen 
Wissenscha{ten, 9 (1994), 22. 

7 Qadi Nasir al-Din al-Baydawi, Tawali' al-anwar min matali' al-anzar (Beirut: Dar al
Jil, 1411/1991). Al-Baydawi's Tawali' was highly percepted thought of by the later 
scholars and was commented on several times, among which the most popular was 
by al-Jsfahani. The Tawali', which was translated into 1i.ırkish by the Ottomans, was 
has_also been translated into English with al-Isfahani's commentary: Nature, Man 
and God in Medievallslam, ed. and trans. Edwin E. Calverley, and James W. Pallock 
(Boston: Brill, 2002). 

8 Ibn Khaldun, al-Muqaddima, p. 466. 
9 Tilman Nigel, The History of Jslamic Theology: From Muhammad to the Present, trans. 

from German Thomas Thomton (Princeton: Markus Wiener Publishers, 2000), p. 213. 
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(al-ilm al-kulli) at the highest level within the hierarchy of Islamic leaming 
by al-Ghazzali, 10 that kalarn became the source of all other leaming activities. 
One can find more details in later kalarn texts about why kalarn should be 
kept as a general methodological base for other Islamic disciplines. According 
to a passage in al-Mawaqif and its commentary, all Islamic disciplines are 
drawn from kalam, but kalarn is derived from none, therefore, it is the para
mount discipline in an absolu te way (rais al-ulum ala al-itlaq). Mu takaHim un, 
w hile building the theoretical system of Islamic beliefs and the framework of 
other Islamic disciplines, do not like to be dependent on anather field. The 
reason for the broader content of kalarn was to keep it self-sufficient and 
independent from being in need of any other field Cilman mustaghniyan fi 
nafsihi 'an ma 'adahu).ıı 

The following edited text of Misbah al-arwah is anather example of 
combining kalarn with logic and philosophy by al-Baydawi. 12 Misbah is 
a shorter and more intense version of Tawali'. The content is divided into 
a relatively long introduction on the rules of reasoning (qawanin al-nazar) 

and three chapters. The first chapter is on the possible beings (al-mumkinat), 

the second one on the essence, attributes, and actions of God (dhatullah wa

si{atlh wa a{'alih), and the last one on the prophecy (al-nubuwwat) and 
related subjects, such as eschatology and religious authority. However, the 
introduction and the first chapter, which are devoted to the issues of logic 
and philosophy in order to provide rational bases for the theological claims 
of kalam, are significantly lengthier and more detailed than the subsequent 
chapters on Divine essence and so on. The last chapter, which covers three 
main theological topics, is the shortest part of the treatise. Therefore the 
treatise is one of the clear examples that show the absorption and representa
tion of philosophy within kalarn texts. This fact became more evident in the 
books of the kalarn scholars in the 14th century, such as 'Adud al-Din al-Iji 
(d. 756!1355), Sa'd al-Din al-Taftazani (d. 79311390), and Sayyid Sharifal
Jurjani (d. 816/1413). 

The text of Misbah, like that of the Tawali', was also commented on by 
later scholars. There are two existing commentaries on the text, entitled al-

10 See al-Ghazzali, Abu Hamid, al-Mustas{a min ilm al-usul (Cairo: Dar Sadir, 1322 
A.H.), p. 10. 

11 Sayyid Sharif al-Jurjani, Sharh al-Mawaqif. ed. Abdurrahman Umayra (Beirut: Dar 
al-Jil, 141 7/1997). 1: 43-5. 

12 Misbah al-arwah is attributed to Qadi al-Baydawi in the bibliographic sources. See 
Katib Chelebi, Kashf al-zunun, 2: 1704-5; C. Brockelmann, GAL, 1: 533, Supp. 1: 742. 

78 



Misboh oi-Arwoh 

ldah {l sharh al-Misbah. 13 The commentaries are written by two students and 
followers of al-Baydawi, namely Burhan al-Din Ubaydullah b. Muhammad 
al-Fargani al-Ibri (d. 743/1342), and Abu'l-Makarim Fakhr at-Din Ahmad b. 
al-Hasan al-Charpardi (d. 746/1346). 14 Some copies of Misbah commentar
ies exist in the manuscript libraries of Istanbul and need to be also edited in 
addition to this main text. ı s 

This edition is based on three manuscript copies in Istanbul libraries, two 
in Süleymaniye (Laleli), and the other in the Beyazıt Library. 16 Throughout 
the edition, the Beyazıt copy is indicated in the footnotes with the Arabic 
letter (y), the first Süleymaniye copy with (....,..),and the second with (J)Y 
During this edition work, the text has been reconstructed through corrections 
and selections of words among the copies, and reformatted with punctuatiom 
and annotations as required. In addition, the verses of the Qur'an and the 
hadith ğuotations were put between special brackets and their sources were 
referred to in the footnotes. And fınally the mamıscript folios were numbered 
according to the oldest copy in the Beyazit Library. 

13 Cf. Katib Chelebi, Kashf al-zun un, 2: 1704-5; Brockelmann, GAL, Suppl. 1: 742. 
14 On the commentators and their works see Mehmet Şener, "Çarperdi"; and 'Iahsin 

özcan, "İbri", in Türkiye Diyanet Vakfı Islam Ansiklopedisi, 8: 230-1; and 21: 371-2. 
15 For al-Ibri's al-Jdah, see Topkapı Palace Museum Library, Ahmed lll, no. 33394; 

and Ragip Pasa Library, no. 794. And for al-Charpardi's al-Jdafı, see Topkapi Palace 
Museum Library, Ahmed lll, no. 3403, and Süleymaniye Library, Sehid Ali Pasa, no. 
1674. 

16 Beyazit Library, Beyazit, no. 4444, fo ls. 1-54; Süleymaniye Library, Laleli, no. 786/1, 
fols. 1-42; and Süleymaniye Library, Laleli, no. 2286/2, fols. 35-66. Brockcimann 
mentions other copies of al-Misbah (see GAL, 1: 533, Supp. 1: 742), but they seem 
to be its commentaries. 

17 The Beyazit copy (y) is dated as 14 Shaban 714 A.H. (23 November 1314 A.D.), the 
first Süleymaniye/Laleli copy (u-) dated as 29 Jamazi al-akhir 737 A.H (2 February 
133 7), and the other one (J) is dated as 111 7 A.H. ( 1 705 A.D.). 
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