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The Nature of Culture from Islamic Epistemology

Modern social sciences have overused the concept of culture, but they have
hardly raised the fundamental epistemological questions concerning the
broad inside nature of cultural entity. Some sociologist and anthropologists
have qualified culture as a non-bio-physiological feature of Homo sapiens,
yet stopped short of spelling out the very essential nature of culture. This
is what this essay will attempt to do. A thorough analysis of what we call
cultural symbols (CS) —including language, thought, religion, knowledge/
science, myths, law, cultural values and norms— has led us to conclude that
CS have transcendental/metaphysical dimensions. On the one hand, CS
have neither weight nor volume. On the other, they enjoy longer or semi-
eternal lifespan. CS could also galvanize human actors with fatalistic meta-
physical-like energies and motivations. Finally, the CS movement through
space and time is potentially very fast or even instant, like metaphysical
‘beings. Our paradigm of CS is strongly compatible with the Qur'anic view
of culture that stresses the divine (transcendental/metaphysical) origin of
human CS. As such, our analysis of culture and theorizing about it are
greatly inspired by the Quranic epistemology on the very nature of CS.
with this conceptualization of CS, the explanation of many phenomena of
interest to social science and other disciplines becomes much clearer and
more credible. For instance, why are cultural conquests considered to be
the most dangerous? Why do cuitural alliances last longer than military
or economic alliances? Why are linguistico-cultural independences slower
(Ogburn’s Cultural Lag) than other types of liberations?

Key words: Culture, Cultural Symbols, Islamic Epistemology, Islamic View
of Culture. ‘
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