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TOW ARDS A NEW APPROACH 
IN WRITING HISTORY · 

INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY IN OUR 
ISLAMIC HERITAGE 

Abdelbalim Ouayes (*) 

A - The Era of Undisputed Foundations 

The bases of the fledgling lslamic civilization were firmfy established after 
the revelation of the Qur'an (which constitutes the cultural and !ega! framework 
for Muslims) and after the recording of the words and deeds of the Prophet 
(the Sunna) ·which provided guidance in individual, social and human aspects 
of life. 

Accordingly, human civilization witnessed the emergence of a well defined 
trend which enabled Muslims to confer a new orientation on history and to 
select distinct assets from their past heritage, keeping what is good and 
discarding what is not, thus giving birth to an authentic Islamic civilization. 

As a result, Musulims began to take a keen interest in 11istory. It was only 
natural then that they should concern themselves with their proper experience 
in connection with the Prophet's biography. This was not a rnere histarical 
period or an era of military campaigns ; this was a blessing through which they 
changed the course of history, and where by they displayed their wonderful 
interaction with civilization. Indeed, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) did not shape his life in seclusion ; rather, he lived it with his followers 
and through them ; they were the raw material he shaped, the substance he 
moulded and the source of energy he discovered. Through them, he converted 
what was negative into positive achievements, he turned wickedness and evil 
into goodness and virtue and made, likewise, of egoistic and tribal prospects, 
greater, loftier and universal prospects. 

lt was only natural that Muslims should have competed in writing the 

(•) Associate Professor at the Social Sciences College, Imam lbn Sa u d lsalmic University, Ryad; 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
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biography of the Prophet and in recording faithfully his deeds, sayings and 
decisions. The conquests cannot therefore be dissociated from the life of the 
Messenger, for they represent the power whereby evil was confronted and the 
remedy to the base, animai-like and immoral drives of the human nature. 
Therefore, any call which discards the use of force is a passive, utopic and 
mythlcal call because it ignores the human nature as well as evil forces on earth. 
Yet, force should be resorted to only to cure-evil and only when a noble solution 
is impossible ; and th.e noble solution consists in calling for wisdom, love and 
mercy among human beings. Both the life of the Prophet and the military 
campaigns were based on this fundamental principle. · 

Muslims recorded the Prophet's biography and mUitary campaigns with 
accuracy and meticulousness, and appended to these recordings chronicles on 
the pre-Islamic era («Jahilia»), its main events, characteristics, literature, in 
addition to different cultural aspects. They also recorded news of Arabs before 
the advent of Islam, the history of earlier Prophets and that of Persians, Romans 
and other nations as well. 

Oral tradition, observation, holy books, and reports of chroniclers and those 
interested in religions were the sources wherefrom they derived their 
information. However, they needed no information to write the Prophet's 
biography or his military campaigns because they lived !ffid experienced them 
themselves before recording them. They were themselves their own source 
material and experienced this distinct h eritage as a form of worship before they 
were to pass it on as historical facts. 

Confirmaticin or invalidatio'n of the chain of authorities and narrators was 
the metho'dology adopted by Muslimsin recording the Prophet's biography 
and his military campaigns ; both were viewed as history and acts of worship 
at the same time. 

Among the eminent figures in this field were «Urwa lbn Zoubair lbn Al 
Awwam (b. 23 H), Abban Ibn Othman lbn Affan (b. 20 H), Mohammed Ibn 
Muslim Ibn Shihab Az-Zuhir, Walid lbn Muslim Abu Al-Abbass Al Amawi 
(d. 195 H), Said Ibn Saad lbn Ibada Al Khazraji (d. 123 H), Sahl Ibn Abi 
Khaitama Al Madani AlAnsari (b. 3 H), Sharhabil lbn Saad (b. 24 H) and 
Wahb Ibn Hanaba (d. 114 H). 

As for reports on the cra of the conquests and the historical change, they 
were the work of Asim lbn 'Amr Ibn Qatada (d. 119 H), Abu Rawh Yazid 
Ibn RumanAl Asadi (d. 130 H), Muhamad Ibn Abd-Arrabman Ibn Nawfal 
Al Asadi (d. 131 H), Muhammad lbn Muslim lbn Shihab Az-Zuhari (d. 134 
H), Muhammad Ibn As-Said Al Kalabi (d. 146 H), Mussad Az-Zubairi (d. 
233 H) and many others (1). 

Succeeding them was the gencration of historians who laid down the 

(1) See Dr.Mustapha Shakir 'Arab History and Historians' pp. 1-113. Dr. Said Ismııil Taif. 
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foundations of the science of history and ensured its independence. Among 
these were lbn Bahar Ad-Dabi (d. 222 H), Al Juınhi Abu Abd-Allah 
Muhammad lbn Salarn Al Basri (d. 231 H), Yahya lbn Mu'iin Al Baghdadi 
(d. 233 H) and Al Kha,zzaz Ahmed Ibn Al Harith (d. 258 H). Yet the noblest 
task in the history of Islam consisted in triı.nsmitting the deeds and sayings of 
the Prophet with accuracy and precision. The narrators who discharged this 
duty devoted their time and efforts to this task and had to differentiate between 
the Hadiths which were authentic («Sahih») and those which were not. 

Amongst the transmitters of the Hadith was Muhammad Abu ısmail Al 
Bukhari (d. 256 H), whose «Sahih» is second only to the Qur'an in terms of 
the history of Muslims and is the first of the six major reference books adopted 
by Muslims. In addition to the «Sahih», Al Bukhari wrote <<Attarikh Al-Awsat», 
«Attarikh As-Saghir», «Attawarikh wal Ansab», as well as «Attarikh Al 
Kabin>, which includes the biographies of about 40.000 narrators, men and 
women. Then comes Imam Muslim (d. 261 H), then Imam Attarmidi 
Mohammad lbn Aissa Assalmi (d. 279 H) followed by Abu Daoud (d. 375 H), 
An-Niss~ai (d. 303 H) and Ibiı Majja (d. 275 H). 

These Imams recorded the Prophet's bioghraphy as part of a general histarical 
context. Their work was meticulously documented even more so than same 
books which are considered by their authors to be beyand do u bt or questioning. 
Whenever they disagreed over a term, they mentioned the different versions 
in which this term bad reached them, without altering the cantext or using words 
of their own. They did not even dare interpret .the meaning. However, there 
were same disciples who wrote «sacred» books using their own words and 
relying only on the information they had memorized. These disciples did not 
mention nor check the chain of authorities nor the words used so as to preserve 
the sayings from additions and personal wording. Needless to say, then, that 
the contents of those books were not always authentic. 

We cansicter this period to be essential i~ Islamic historiography. The 
presentation of history on the basis of authentic materials is unlike the one 
using information wherein truth is mixed with personal indinations and 

·interpretations. 

Here indeed lies the histarical value of the Hadith methodology which 
predominated in Islamic historiography at its eartly development stages. By 
adapting this distinct methodology, Muslims based their canception of history 
on firm foundations and well-documented facts. 

B - The Era of Comprehensive Recording and the First Bistoriograpby Seeds. 

ı. History Writing in the Masbrek 

Fallawing the period of documentation and authentication of Islarnic- · 
foundations, the scope of histarical research becaıiıe greater with the 
establishment of history schools in Medina, Egypt, Iraq and Syria. 
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W e shall not delve into histarical interpretations. Rather we shall simply trace 
back the steps of the early historiographers in the Mashrek and Maghreb, up 
to the period of eminence and clarity which was marked by the theorizing 
approach formulated by Abderrahman Ibn Khaldoun in his well-known 
«Muqqaddima». This period is alsa characterized by the work of Mohieddin 
Al Kafiji (d. 879 H) who expounded hls comprehensiori recording methodology 
in «Al Mukbtasar fi ' ilm Attarikh», and by Shams-Uddine As-Sakhaoui (902 
H), author of «At-tawbikb liman dbamma abi attar~kh». 

Ibn Jarir Attabari (d. 310 H) is considered to be the pioneer of the 
comprehensive recording approach in the Mashrek. His outstanding book 
«Tarikb Ar-Rusul wal Muluk» (10 volumes) is indeed viewed as a major 
reference source in this respect. Nonetheless, the author reports the events in 
a traditional narrative way, ignoring, for the most part, their histarical 
implications. 

For Attabari, history is a recording of past events which might have happened 
or ri.ot, but which can be arrived at only through narration, and not logic or 
reasoning. He also views history as a compilation of events in their different 
versions, and believes that the histarian should not concern himself with 
contradictions and refrain from expressing his viewpoints lest he should 
influence the reader (1). 

He says in the preface «Let the reader know that I have based my reports on 
gathered information and reported envents without resorting to reasoning or 
personal interpretation. Should -he be outraged by w hat has been written on 
same predecessors, he must keep in mind that I have confined my role to 
transmitting facts as they have been reported to me» (2). 

In the above mentioned book, Attabari relates the history of mankind : the 
dismissal of Adam from paradise, Abel and Caen story, the life of the Prophets 
from Noah, Abraham and Lot, in addition to the history of the Romans and 
the Persians. He alsa related the Prophet's biography, starting with the birth 
of the Prophet up until the fourth Hegira Century. Attabari's work has the 
merit of being reliable as-far as Islamic history is concerned because he adopted 
the approacb based on the chain of authorities and thus provided a considerable 
amount of accurate information on Persians and Romans in an impartial and 
objective manner. 

Attabari focussed on the political aspects of history, but he refused to resort 
to the ascription method, or the internal criticism of information based on 
reasoning, logic anda distinct scientific methodology. He insisted on the chain 

(1) See Ali Adham's article in «Al Hilal» Decembre 1975 and Mohammad Abdulghani Hassan : 
«Ilm Attarikhı> p. 8 

(2) Attabari - Tarikb Al Umam Wal MuJuk 1-5 
Dar Al Qamuss Al Hadith. Beyroutb. 
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of authorities, arguing that once the chain was proven valid, the events thus 
reported may not be refuted even when the~ are not cansonant with logic. 

W ith respect to historiography, Attabari played a leading role in Islamic 
history writing by adopting the uruyersal bumallistic approach. Likewise, his 
presentation of Messengers, in history, as custodians of truth against falsehood, 
deserves our keen interest. 

Though he was a contemporary of Attabari, Al Mas'oudi (Abu Al Hassan 
Ali bin Al Hussein Al-Hadeli) (d. 345 H - 957) represented an era in which 
historians excelled in expounding the implications of histarical events. Among 
his works which are known to us are «Moruj Ad-dbabab», <<At tanbib Wal 
'icbraf», and the fırst part only of <<Akbbar Az-Zaman waman Abadabu 
al-Hadatban» (30 volumes) ; his other works were lost. Al Mas'oudi was not 
only a histarian ; he als o to ok an interest in geography. He used to travel 
extensively in order to gather material for his works. Thus, he visited Hijaz, 
Palestine, Sind, Black Africa, China, Persia and the Eastern coast of the Red 
Sea. He also studied the role of climatic and environmental factors in their 
relation witb histarical events (3). 

Excerpts from the preface to «Attanbih Wal lchraf», wherein be comments 
on some of his books which did not-reach us, attest to the interest Al Mas'oudi 
took in historiography . . We thus learn that he addressed the creation of the 
uruverse and man, the seattering of people on earth, the history of past centuries, 
nations, prophets, kings and their policies, customs and babits ... ete. He also 
reported the sayings of wise .men on the reasons for the prosperity and decadence 
of civilizations. Similarly, he wrote on the development of town planning, on 
the age of the world, longevity, the relationship between power and religion 
and the necessary interaction between worldly matters and spiritual 
considerations. This led him to talk about the decline of empires and the ways 
to consolidate both power and religion in a mutual way (4). 

Tbus, Al Mas'oudi achieved a major stride in the art of history writing. He 
introduced some dynamism into the static approach of Attabari and irutiated 
a comprehensive encyclopedia-like pattern based on thought, argumentation 
and wide vision. He thus managed to tak e history out of the confines of politics 
and made it cover other realms such as those of astronomy and geography. 
As a result, his works addressed a wide variety of subjects, including books, 
races, stories about man, traditions, tales and even medicine. He talked about 
politics and war along with intellectual issues and religious arguments, in 
addition to major events, kings, people in general, ages ... ete. (5). Al Mutahar 

(3) Dr. lffat Ash-Sharkawi. Adab Attarikb ioda AJ Arab p. 264. 

(4) Dr. Shakir Mustapba : AJ-Tarikb Al Arabi Wal Mu'arrikbuo "p. 2-6 

(~) Omar Ridha Kahhala. History and Geograpby in lslanıic era. p. 3628, 1392 H. 
Dr. Shakir Ibi d. 1-407. 
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Abu Tahir Al Maqdisi was a contemporary of Attabari and Al Mas'oudi. He 
made an early attempt ata comprehensive theory which aims to explain history 
from an ideallstic philosophical viewpoint. · 

In the introduction to his «Al bad' wa tarikb», which he wrote in 355 H, 
he tried to expound the concepts of cognition and the intellect, and talked about 
the universe and i ts history from a philosophical viewpoint. He also underlined 
t):ıe intellectual and cultural importance of ancient religions, and provided 
substantial data of .a philosophical and scientific nature. These views in the 
interpretation of history were similar to pearls as it were· ; and though they 
were scattered ones, they did not lose any of their intriosic value. 

Shortly after Al Maqadisi's death, Al Yaaqoubi Ahmad Ibn Ishaq (d. 292 H) 
cam e to present us with accounts on universal history. In his bo ok «Tarikb 
Al Yaaqoubi», he started with the creation of the universe and devoted a large 
part of his book to the cultural aspects of history. He iılso talked about 
discoveries and social habits. He relied in his approach on original sourc~s, 
bence his reference to the Old and New Testaments in connection with the 
"history of J ews and Christians. Tarikh Al Yaaqoubi» can thus be viewed as 
a synthesis of universal history from the creation of the universe to the year 
259 H. Besides the history of the Prophets, it covers that of Persians, Romans, 
the pre-Islamic period («Al Jahiliya»), as well as the history of ancient nations 
such as the Assyrians, Babylonians, Hindus, Greeks, Romans, Pharaons, 
Berbers, Abyssinians, the Turks and the Chinese. He was thus a truly universal 
historian. His accounts were ting!!d with legend because of the lack of reference 
sourceş and ~he predominan~e of superstitious thinking. His sympathy for the 

Alawites and his indulgence towards the Abbassides were evident. Al 
Yaaqoubi was more concerned with cultural aspects than political ones; bence 
the cultural blend which characterizes his writings. 

W e can also fınd in books which are not directly concerned with history some 
patterns of histonography as well as actual attempts at defıning the intellectual 
and social developments. The works of Abu Othman lbn Bahr Al Jahidh (d. 
255) stand as a' case in point in terms of the writings which seek to pro~de a 
comprehensive explanation of history. 

Among such books were Al Jahidh's Al Hayawane», «Al Bukbala», «Attaj 
Fi Akblak Al Muluk», in addition to his many a histoncal treatise such as 
«Risala Fi Bayan Madahib Ashiaa», «Risala Fi Bahri U maya» and other studies 
on Turks, the morals of kings, the virtues of commerce.,. ete. 

Al Jahidh is among the historians who emphasized the social and cultural 
aspects. He is held to be among the best in terms of explanation of history ; 
a ment which classical histonans enj6yed only rarely. 

In the field of Islamic histoncal thought, Abu Hanifa Ad-Daniouri (d. 282 H) 
took the leading initiative of seeking, in his «Al AkbbarAttiwal», to survey 
the history of kings from Adam to the end of Al Mu'tassim's rule .. Hebased 
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his approach on the chron,ological sequence of events. However, he selected 
his information according to his own perception of universal history, d welling 
on specific events and movements. His book came as news on a series of 
interrelated events which reflected primariJy the development of Iranian history. 
As for the pre-Islamic period, he focussed on the Messengers' stories, and 
presented a balanced account on the history of Yemen, the Arabian Peninsula 
and Byzantium, in addition to long reports on the history of Persia. As for 
the period fallawing the advent of Islam, he limited hiniself to a quick survey 
of the time of the Revelation and focussed essentially on the history of Iraq 
and Iran (6). 

«Tajarib Al Umam», which was written by Ali Ahmad Ibn Muhammad, 
known . as Miskawayh (d. 421 H), is considered to be among the most 
comprehensive encyclopedia-like books on world history .. It covers the period 
fallawing Noah's Deluge up until the year 370 of the Hegira. The author 
adopted neither the comprehensive approach nor the philosophical one, but 
rather a pragmatic, practical approach as reflected by the title of his book 
(«Experiences of nations»). The book, according to the auth9r, encompassed 
all the histarical events which attest to the achievements of determined peo.ple 
and the shortcomings of the neglectful. Miskawayh, apparently, wanted to 
present history from a political and experimental viewpoint. He did not mean 
to be a preacher - though he vaiued the role of ethics - nor did he want to lay 
down a philosophical theory or to produce a compilation of tales and other 
curiosities. Rather, his purpose was to study the ways of running state affairs, 
to relate cases of wisdom and sagacity and report on the reasons for failure 
aiıd success. His permises are pessimistic ones ; he does not se~k truth nor 
is he concerned with creation, religion or thought. Rather, he analyzes the 
development of histarical events and their causes. He considers history as a 
narratian of experiences and a sequence of instances which highlight the 
advantages of resoluteness and the consequences of negligence and plotting. 
In this respect, Miskawayh represents a major trend in histarical and political 
thought which may have been influenced by Shiia esotericism, namely by the 
lsmaili teachings. This trend also reflects the skepticism of the Işlamic political 
thought in the fourth Hegira century in the face of the constant turmoü and 
instability that marke~ that era (7). 

Azzeddin lbn Al Athir figures among the most eminent Muslim historians 
after Attabari and Al Mas'oudi. Althougb he w.as not as go9d .in interpreting 
history as Al Mas'oudi, he had the merit of including much variety in his 
beset Andalusia under th reign of princelings. Historians naturally investigated 
encyclopedia which is just as valuable as «Tarikh Attabarh> ; it even exceeds 
it, in fact, because it covers the period up to lbn Al Athir's deathin 630 H. 

(6) Dr. Shakir Mustapha <<Attarikh al-arabi wal mu'arrikbun». 
(7) Dr. Shakir lbid. V. I. p. 409. 
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His book «Asadu al Gbaba Fi Maarifati As-sababa», which was just as 
successful as his famous «Al Kamil», was a new addition to the art ofbiography 
writing. He also wrote «Al Bahim and AJ-Lobab Fi Tabdhibi AJ-Ansab», which 
is, in fact, a revised and corrected version of Assam'aani's «Al Ansab» (8). 

For our purpose, «Al Kamil» is the book which best expresses l bn Al Athir's 
perception of history. This twelve-volume encyclopedia covered the history of 
the Mashrek and the Maghreb with unprecedented comprehensiveness. Though · 
he was from the M.ashrek, his writings on Morocco and Andalusia were so 
accurate and comprehensive that they served as a reference to the following 
generatian of historians. Even though his approach was a cyclic one, he would 
depart from it and list related and complementary events under specific sections. 

lbn Al Athir m ade it a point to state the causes of some histarical phenomena, 
to investigate so me information and to eriticize modes of human behaviour. 
His narratian of events was tinged with political, moral and scientific criticism, 
a fact which made his personality strongly felt throughout the «Kamil» (9). 

. However, the value of the «Al Kamil» lies in the selection of its references. 
Its author was particularly good in summarizing information and in selecting 
the news he deemed accurate. Nevertheless: sonie chapters of the book, 
especially the first one on creation, are rather weak and are marked with 
exaggeration and fiction (10). 

Commenting the usefulness of history, lbn Al Athir said in the introduction 
to «Al Kamil» : «Man yearns for eternity, bence his preference for the world 
of the living. Yet, is there a difference between the events he has lived, seen 
or · heard of, and those he ·ıearnt ab out through reading books about his 
predecessors and men of the past. By simply reading. such works, a person 
'becomes acquainted with those eras to the extent of feeling !ike a contemporary 
of his predecessors. Thus, kings and those in power tend to avoid injustice and 
dietatarship once they read about their negative consequences and about the 
destruction they entail and the bad reputation they bring» (ll). 

Al Iİafid Abu Al Faraj Ibn Al J awzi (d. 597) pointed out, for his part, in 
the introduction to «Al Muntazam Fi Tarikh Al M oluk W al Umam» that history 
and the art of biography writing have two main advantages : first, the narratian 
of the deeds of an energetic and judicious person provides a source of 
inspiration, and the relating of the consequences of evi! and wicked behaviour 
induces people to avoid similar errors and to protect their souls. Second, the 
reader apprises himself of remarkable things, including 'the vicissitudes and 

(8) Dr. Shakir, Ibid, pp. 2-112. 

(9) Dr. Shakir, Ibid, pp. 2-112. 
(10) Ibid. 

(1 1) <<Al Kamil» (introduction) 
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vagaries of life, and news in general (12). 

2. Tbe Art of History Writing in tbe Magbreb 

W ith the advent of the fourth Hegira century, histoncal studies in the western 
part of the lslamic world, particularly in Morocco and Andalusia, witnessed 
unexpected developments at the hands of historians such as Abu Bakr Mo ham ed 
Al-Qortobi, known as lbn Al Qoo~a, author of «Tarikh lftitab Al-Andalus». 
Up to the third century, the task of writing the history of this region w as 
shouldered by historians from the Mashrek, among whom were lbnu 
Abdel-Hakam, author of «Futuh Misr wal Maghreb wal Andalus», and Abdul 
Malik lbn Habib (d. 238 H), author of «Mubtada' Khalq ad-dunia». 

After Ibn Al Qoo~a, the first attempt at writing the history of Morocco 
and Andalusia from a cultural and sociological angle was made by the famous 
histarian Muhammad Ibri Harith AlKhashani (d. 360 H) in his «Tarikb Qudat 
Qortoba». 

With the advent of the fifth Hegira century, a wide historiqı.l mavement 
emerged and signalled a mat u re approach in terms of the perception of history. 
Numerous trends appeared, all of which were triggered by the ordeals which 
bes et Andalusia un der the reign of princelings. Historians naturally investigated 
the causes w hi ch led to the fall of nations. Chief among those historians were, 
first, Abu Marwan Ibn HayanAl Qortobi (d. 469 H), author of «Al Muqtabas» 
and «AI-Matine»,but also Ahmad lbn Muhamad Razi and 'Issa lbn Ahmad 
Razi, in addition to the histarian and philosopher Abu Muhamad Ali lbn Said 
lbn Hazm (d. 406). The Iatter is credited with the most lucid histarical 
interpretations which marked this era. Like his predecessors, lbn Hazm 
considered that the utility of history can be derived from thorough 
examination of facts and past events. A contemporary histarian believes that 
for ancient Muslim historians, history served purposes of two types : religious 
and educational. lt served to investigate and ascertain the dates of the birth 
and death of narrators, and hen ce the validity - or lack of it - of the Hadiths 
· reported by those narrators. The study of history also proved to be instrumental 
in providing commentary on the Qur'an, and helping to perform religious 
exbortation and to provide counsel. 

Nevertheless, we think that, unlike his contemporaries, lbn Hazm did not 
limit the utility of history to these two functions. He further conce~ve~ of histroy 
as a source of information on the passing away of empires, the fall of prosperous 
nations, the collapse of strongholds and fortified cities, and the mass-killings 
of inbabitants. He also viewed history as a means of warning against the 
vicissitudes of life which caused powerful, oppressive and unjust rulers to perish 
despite the wealth they accumulated and the armies they mustered. Despite their 

(12) Reported from Rosenthal 
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efforts to keep their riches and high status for themselves and for their progeny, 
they reaped only blame and incrimination. Such reports teach the virtues of 
righteousness and good condi.ıct aıid the pitfalls Ôf wicked deeds and actions. 
As he Jearns of the fate of tyrants and other rutbless people, the wise person 
avoids their errors and seeks more righteous paths. The study of history alsa 
serves to fill one' s leisure time and to fight boredom, for it is an easy pleasant 
science (13). 

Moreover, Ibn Hazm realized that there was a difference between the deeds 
of Allah in the universe, and those. of man, and that it is man who causes the 
rise and fall of civilizations. Asa result, he analyzed rrian's action in shaping 
history in a positive manner and refused to associate between that which is 
inevitable and activities which are under man's control ; whereas the first is 
bound to happen, the second is inherent to man and can therefore be affected 
by him (14). Criticizing fatalists, he said that they misunderstood the terms 
«qadaa» and «qadan> (fate and divine decree) which imply the nations of 
organization and regulation more than thos.e of compulsion and coercion (15). 

However, Ibn -Hazm considers that the freedam of action granted to the 
individual is limited by-moral constraint6. He said that he who knew good and 
wicked deeds would also know that no one can change what God Alrnighty 
created in him. Thus he who has the ability to learn will not refrain from 
learning ; the idiot cannot learn, and the intelligent ·cannot turn stupid. 
Sirnil ar Iy, the idiot cannot acquire cognitive intelligence, and the jealous cannot 
overcome his jealousy, just as the honest person is not capable of eiıvy, and 
the pervert· is incapable of.showing mercy. Thus man can change only what 
God has given hfm the power to change. 

W e can therefore rightly say that Ibn Hazmis oıie of those Muslim thinkers 
who believe that histarical events are triggered by the will of AJmighty Allah 
within the framework of universal dynamics. 

The role of man is regulated by that dynamic action and by his innate 
instincts. lbn Hazm stressed three factors which, according to him, contribute 
to a large extent to the rise of civilizations. All of these factors show that history 
can best be explained from a spiritual and intellectual viewpoint which was 
emphasized by most Muslim thinkers (16). Though they are necessary, matenel 
and envirorimental factors play a secondary role in the making and permanence 
of civilization. · 

These three factors are : 

(13) Treaıies C!f Ibou Hazm, Abdelhalim Ouayes- Ibnu HazmAl Andalousi Murrikhan p. 113 

(14) Chapıer 3-15 lbid 
see chapters 3-15, Ibid 
see chapters 3-51 

(15) Chapters 3-42, lbid. 
(16) Ibn Hazm's treaties (Mnratib Al Ulum p. 78. 
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1. Faith and Law 

Ibn Hazm says : «Each nation needs a faith whereby it can confirm or 
invalidate judgments». In his opinion, faith is important in that it is similar 
to the saul which guides man towards positive action, an.d preserves hime against 
social and moral pitfalls. Furthermore, by improving the human nature, and 
by guiding man towards good deeds, faith consolidates nations and ensures 
their continuity and prosperity. 

To substantiate his viewpoint, lbn Hazm portrays life without faith nor law, 
wherein murder, fornication, injustice, sexual diseases, envy and treachery 
prevail. Then he concludes : «lsn't law the source of order and justice in the 
world.? Would not the world be besieged with chaos and ignorance if it had 
not been for the law and legal restrictions ?». 

Ib n H azın further believes that, without fa ith or law, man is bo und to lose 
his virtues and his ability for reasoning, logic and understanding, and would 
not be different from beasts. 

lbn Hazrn's concept of f~th was a new one. Indeed, there seems to be a 
cansensus among thinkers today on the importance of faith and law for 
nations. Anation with a specific thought and faith - however wrong same 
of i ts perceptions may be - is s tranger and mo re creative than anation without 
f:ıith, no matter how considerable the latter's material resources may be. 

2. Education and Teaching. 

lbn Hazm believed that education and teaching play an important role in 
social development and progress. He distinguished between the terms 
«educatiom> and «teaching», well before modern educationists did. Teaching 
consists in mere accumulation of knowledge whereas education develops the 
mental aptitudes and ensures proper behaviour. Among Ibn Hazm's merits:was 
the fact that he managed to reconcile between theory and practice. 

3. Ethics. 

Ibn Hazm laid much emphasis on ethics and i ts role in the development and 
progress of nations. Chief among the ethical standards is truthfulness, which 
is the vety basis of most moral values. He was influenced in this view by the 
Islamic ideal which calls for .truthfulne.ss towards oneself, Allah and other 
people in general; for truthfulness represents the pivot of the social. fabric; 
without it, social and econornic institutions are likely to collapse in the face of 
the vicissitudes of Ilfe and its hardships (17). 

For lbn Hazrn, truthfulness implies justice and assistance, w hile deceit ent~s 
all kinds of wicked ilis, including atheism. Atheism is a lie, and lies are a form 
of blasphemy ; they stern from tyranny, cowardice mtd ignorance. As for. 

(17) Abdelhamid Seddiki, «Tafsir At-Tarikh». p. ISI. 
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cowardice, it leads to disgrace and humiliation (18) .. To substantiate his 
viewpoint, lbn Haım quoted the Prophet (peace be upon him) : «The believer 
may be a coward or a rniser, but he can never be a lian> and many similar 
Hadiths which show that deceit is the source of moral diseases which lead to 
the corruption of societies (19) .. 

As for the impact of deceit on civilization, lbn Hazm said : «It is only 
because of calumnies and lies that kingdoms perished, that states collapsed 
and that blood was shed» (20). He then goes on to state instances which 
highlight the dreadful consequences of deceit on sociallife (21). 

One can be sure to find in lbn Hazm's history writings some references to 
several constituents of civilization without which the structural set up of nations 
is bound to collapse. 

He talked at length about Andalusia under the reign of princelings and in 
times of civil strife. He used this example as a model to analyze the collapse 
of a nation which had lost its cultural constituents and which was plagued with 
social diseases. 

Nevertheless, we think that these were m ere references which did not clearly 
show the impact of the three above-mentioned factors, namely faith, education 
and ethics. Lifewise, these factors have been addressed by most Muslim thinkers 
and historians as well. 

In short, lbn Hazm was among the first Muslim thinkers who tackled the 
issues related to histoncal thought from a theoretical perspective. His 
contribution and that of other historians paved the way for the learned 
philosopher lbn Khaldun and enable him to elaborate an integrated 
philosophical theory on histoncal thought. 

Besides Ibn Hazm, many other historians in Andalusia made attempts at 
expjaining history. Among these were lbn Abd Al-Barr, author of «Ad-Durar 
Fi Ikhtiar Al Magha'zi wa As-Siyam, who was more a friend of lbn Hazm 
than a disciple, Al Hamidi who wrote «Jadhwat Al Muqtabas», Saa'ed, author 
of «Tabaqat Al Umam», At-Tartouchi, author of «Siraj Al Muluk» and many 
others. 

With respect to biographies, which tackJed social and cultural aspects of 
history mo re than political ones, these were complete collections· on social dasses 
and eminent personalities. Unfortunately, the value of this literary work failed 
to be acknowledged by many thinkers, such as Zaki Najib Mahmud who 
criticised it in «Tajdid Al Fikr AI-Arabi» and in «Al Maa'qul wal-laamaa' qul 

(18) Ibn Hazm's Treaıies (Mudawaı An-nufus) p. 146-147. 
(19) Ibn Hazm, Tawk Al Hamama, p. 86. 
(20) Ibid. 

(21) Ibid, p. 87-88. 
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Fi Turatbina». He thus failed to realize the role played ·by biographies in 
preserving our cultural heritage and social values. Ibn Bashkawal, lbn Al Abbar 
and Ad-dabi, who wrote respectively «As-sila», «Al Hulla As-samraa» and 
«At-takmila» and «Baqiat Al Multamas» were considered to be the leading 
authors in the field of biobraphy writing. 

«Mawsuaat Ad-Dakhira» written by Ibn Bassarn Aslı-Shaftarini (d. 542 H), 
Al Muqarri's «Nafh At-taib» and Ibn Al Khatib's «Al lba(a Fi Akhbar 
Gharnata» included biographies which added a cultural dimension to histarical 
writings. 

3. Period of Metbodological Tbeorizing 

Muhieddin Ibn Suleiman Al Kafiji (788-879 H) wrote the first theoretical 
treatise on the science of history. «Al Mukhtasar Fi 'Ilmi At-tarikb», written 
in 867 H, wherein he developed his theoryof history, was unprecedented in 
terms of i ts methodology, approach and style. 

Ibn Khaldun, who preceded him, was interested in histarical research, whereas 
Al Kafiji considered history per se as his subject matter (22). 

In his «Al Mukhtasam, Al Kafiji tried to solve issues related to the science 
of history and its characteristics, objectives and usefulness: Yet, he devoted 
most of his work to problems arising from the ambiguity of the Arabic term 
( «tarikh») and to the position of history among Islami c religious sciences (23). 

Some historians, such as Rosenthal (24) believe that in addition to being 
ambiguous, «Al Mukhtasar» did not introduce any philosophic creativity with 
respect to the science of history, and that Al Kafiji dealt with history from 
a classkal angle in terms of approach and time considerations. Close 
examination of the book, however, shows that Al Kafiji displayed a definite 
awareness of the author in terms of the interpretation of history. 

Al Kafiji considers that history concerns events of the past which might be 
of interest to the reader or else a means of warning, counsel or entertainment. 
Events may concern Messengers and Prophets just as they may concern the 
advent of religions, the rise of nations, the occurrence of earthquakes, floods 
and other natural disasters (25). To prove his point, Al Kafiji quotes the Holy 
Qur'an : «There is, in their stories, instruction for men endüed with 
understanding. lt is not a tale invented, but a canfirmation of w hat went before 
it, a detailed exposition of all things, and a Guide and a Mercy to any such 
as believe» (26), and «We do relate unto thee, the most beautiful of stories, 

(22) Rosenthal : Ilm At-Tarikh Inda Al Muslimin, Arrisala, p. 318. 

(23) Rosenthal , Ibid, 319. 

(24) Ibid. p.320-321 {Rosenthal) 
(25) Al Kafiji, in Rosenthal, lbid, p. 333. 
(26) Surat Yusuf, 1 ı ı. 
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in that We reveal to thee this (portion of the) Qur'an» (27). 

Al Kafıji refutes the idea of the uselessness of history (2.8). He believes that 
history has innumerable advantages. It pinpoints the signifıcance of minor events 
with such accuracy that it leaves no room for confusion between that which 
is correct and that which is not. It provides for the rules, criteria and measures 
whereby events can be weighed, judged and thus become acceptable to the wise 
and the learned. 

Thus, Al Kafıji po int s out the main function of the science of history, namely 
observation and recording of unusual events whose narration can be useful _in 
terms of enlightenrnent and counsel. As for ordinary events and people who 
do not ~old the stage, there is no room for them in history books, or else it 
is only in connection with general events and occurrences. 

Shamsul Dine As-Sakhaoui (d. 902 H), author of «At-tawbikh Liman 
Dhumma A hi At-tarikh» defined history as the art of investigating facts and 
their timing. It seeks to find out the secrets of the past ; its subject matter consists 
·of marr and time. Investigation is concemed with details within the framework 
of contingencies lived by man within a given period of time (29). 

According to As-Sakhaoui, history is very useful to the enlightened mind 
which takes interest in the life of eminent personalities; the purpose being 
to imi ta te them and deserve their go o d reputation ... He who knows history 
is !ike the person who has lived through all ages and benefited from all 
experiences (30). 

As-SakhaÖui's book comi)Jements Al Kafiji's which is much more concise. 
It introduces a brilliant treatise on Islamic history, its problems and 
objetives (31). 

As-Sakhaoui had a comprehensive approach to history. He believed in the 
necessity of recording all factors which affected the historical movement and 
did not limit himselfto political or military aspects of history. Like Ad-Dahbi, 
he believed that proper awareness about the Prophet's «Sirah» and the stories 
of Messengers, kings, ministers, writers, artists, men of Jetters, poets, jurists, 
historians, linguists, physicians, misers, fortune teliers andothersis necessary 
for the recording of history (32). 

Al Kafıji and As-Sakhaoui introduced the notion of theorization in history 
writing on a rnethodological basis, a fact which contributed to consolidating 
the foundations which had been set up by Ibn Kbaldun. Tanks to Al Kafıji 
and As-Sakhaoui, history became a science, after it had been worked, at the 
hands of Ibn Kbaldun, into a set of rules wherefrom philosophy had been 
derived. 

(27) Surat Yusuf, 3. 
(28) Al Kafiji in Rosenthal, lbid, p. 335. 

(29) In Rosenıhal, lbid, 385,400, 401. 
(30) Rosenthal, lbid. 

(31) Rosenthal, lbid, p. 372. 
(32) Al-Uan, p. 521-522. 



VERS UNE NOUVELLE APPROCHE 
DE L'HISTOIRE 

L' HISTOIRE DANS LE PATRIMOINE ISLAMIQUE: 
ORIGINES ET DEVELOPPEMENTS 

· Abdelhalim O uayes<*> 

La phase des sources inventoriees 

Les assises de la jeune civilisation islamique se sont stabilisees apres la 
revelation du Coran (cadre civilisationnel, Iegislation, dogme), !'experience 
pratique de la Sunna ayant dure vingt-trois annees et englobe tous les aspects 
de la vie individuelle et collective, et apres !es changements intervenus dans la 
marche de la civilisation humaine grace a l'eclo.sion d'une nouvelle approche
aussi claire que specifique- de la civilisation. Apres le succes obtenu par !es 
Musulmans dans leur projet de donner un nouvel elan a l'Histoire etapres la 
concretisation de cette orientation qui a permis d'epurer !es divers beritages 
culturels en abrogeant certains modes et en en confirmant d'autres, donnant 
ainsi naissance a une civilisation islamique authentique fondee sur une 
nouvelle vision humaine de l'Histoire, !es Musulmans commencerent a 
s'interesser a l'Histoire en tant que science. Il etait done naturel que leur 
interet fiit axe sur leur experience vecue, a savoir la vie du prophete, qui 
represente a leurs yeux beaucoup plus qu'une simple histoire de conquetes, 
c'est l'evenement salutaire qui leur a permis de realiser le changement 
historique et qui temoigne de leur prodigieuse contribution a la civilisation. La 
vie du Prophete -que la paix et le salut Iui soient accordes- et celle de ses 
contemporains musulrnans sont intimement Iiees, voir imbriquees: Les 
Musulmans furent, en quelque sorte, la matiere brute qu'il a modeiee, le metal 
qu'il a epure, l'energie qu'il a Iiberee et qu'il a ensuite detournee "du· mal pour 
l'orienter vers le bien au sens large, substituant aux tendances irtdividuelles, 
tribales et nationales des ambitions humaines, universelles. 

Il etait par consequent normal qu'une sorte d'emulation s'installat -entre les 
Musulmans qui s'attelerent a inventorier la «Sira» (vie) ·du Prophete, en 

(• )· Professeur associe ala faculte des Sciences Sociales - Vniversite de !'Imam Mohammed -
Ben - Saoud, Riad (Arabie Saoudite). 
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consignant par ecrit et avec le plus grand souci d'authenticite ses propos, ses 
actes, ses decisions et ses qualites. 

Ainsi done, les conquetes sont partie integrante de la «Sira», en ce sens 
qu'elles symbolisent. la seule lutte possible contre !es forces du mal, et 
constituent le remede du côte negatif de la nature humaine, celui de l'instinct 
bestial et immoral. 

On ne pouvait faire abstraction de la force. Toute mission qui ignorerait la 
force serait utopique, vouee a l'echec, car elle ne tiendrait pas compte de la 
nature humaine qui sous-tend obligatoirement l'existence sur terre de 
tendances perverses; toutefois, !'usage de la force n'est necessaire que lorsque 
le mal a combattre ne peut etre extirpe autrement; c'est a dire par la sagesse, 
l'ethique, l'amour et la mansuetude. La Sira, avant d'etre une epopee, fut 
d'abord une oeuvre de misericorde. 

Les Musulmans enregistrerent la Sira et les conquefes d'une façon 
remarquable. De plus, ils enregistrerent en annexe les faits de la Jahiliya (la 
periode anteislamique), faits relatifs aussi bien aux genealogies, aux lettres 
qu'aux divers aspects culturels. lls consignerent egalement !es faits conc'ernant 
la vie des Arabes avant !'Islam, l'histoire des anciens prophetes, celle des 
Perses et des Romains ainsi que l'histoire des communautes .et des nations 
dont ils avaient en ten du parler. 

Leurs sources etaient la relation, l'observation, les livres saints et les recits 
successifs des historiens et de ceux qui s'interessaient aux religions. lls furent 
ainsi les createurs de l'histoire de la Sira et des ~conquetes et les artisans 
emerites de celles-ci. lls furent en quelque sorte eux-memes leur propre source 
et n'eurent done aucunement besoin d'aller chercher ailleurs. Les sources 
furent d'abord transmises par voie de culte et en tant que modeles avant de 
devenir histoire par la suite. 

La chalne de reference et le narrateur-tantôt confirmes, tantôt invalides
ont servi de base a la transmission de la Sira et des conquetes, considerees 
toutes !es deux comme etant a la fois culte et histoire. 

Parmi les plus brillantes figures qui se se sont consacrees a la Sira et aux 
conquetes, on peut citer Ourwa Ibn Zobeir lbn al-Awwam (ne en 23H), 
Abban lbn Othman Ibn Affan (ne en 20H), Mohammad Ibn Mouslim Ibn 
Chihab Zohri, Walid Ibn Mouslim Abou-1-Abbas al-Amawi (mort en 195H), 
Said lbn Saad lbn Obada al-Khazraji (mort en ıı'3H), Sahl Ibn Abi Khaytama 
al-Madani al-Ansari (ne en 3H), Charhabil Ibn Saad (ne en 24H) et Wahb lbn 
Hanaba (mort en 114H). 

Ont succede a la generation des conquetes et de la mutation historique : 
Assim lbn Ameur lbn Qatada (mort en 119H), Abou Rouh Yazid Ibn · 
Roumane al-Assadi al-madani, allie ala famille de Zobeir Ibn al-Awam (mort 
en 130H), Mohammed Ibn Abberrahman Ibn Nawfal al-Assadi (mort en 
131H);Mohammad lbn Chihab Zohri (İnort en 134H), Mohammad lbn Saib 
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al-Kaladi (morten 146H), Massab Zobeyri (mort en 233H), et bien d'autres<1>. 
Puis vint la generation des historiens qui etablirent les assises de l'histoire en 

tant que science autonome. Parmi eux figurent lbn Bakkar Dabi (mort en 
222H), Al-jamhi Abou-Abdallah Mohammad Ibn Salarn al-Basri (mort en 
23IH), Yahia lbn Moain Baghdadi (mort en 233H) et Al Khazzaz Ahmad Ibn 
Al Hareth (mort en 258H). On trouve ensuite Jes rapporteurs de la tradition 
qui assumerent la plus lourde responsabilite dans l'histoire islamique, a savoir 
la collecte, l'analyse et la transmission, apres authentification, des hadiths du 
Prophete. Il s'agit de Mohammad Ibn Isınail al-Boukhari (mort en 256H), 
auteur du livre le plus authentique, apres le Coran, de l'histoire des 
Musulmans, et du premier des six grands ouvrages de reference des 
Musulıiıans. En plus de son «Sahih» (I' Authentique), Al-Boukhari est 
l'auteur de la Grande Histoire, ouvrage contenant Ies blographies de pres de 
quarante mille narrateurs et narratrices du Hadith, de l'Histoire Moyenne, de 
la Petite Histoire, de l'Histoire des rapporteurs de la tradition, et d'autres 
ouvrages historiques et genealogiques. Vient en second lieu !'Imam MosJim 
(mort en 861H), puis en troisieme position Tirmidhi Mohammad lbn Issa 
Sal_arni (mort en 279H), ensuite Abou DaÖud (mort en 375H), Nissa'i (mort en 
303H) et Ibn Maja (mort en 275H). Tous ces chercheurs nous ont presertte la 
Sira sous un angle historique ·et nous ont permis de disposer de hadiths 
rigoureusement authentifies, a la difference de certains ouvrages pretendus 
«saints» par leurs auteurs. lls rapportaient les hadiths dans leurs differentes 
formes tels qu'ils les avaient recueillis et ne se permettaient guere la moindre 
modification. lls n'utilisaient jamais leur style propre et n'interpretaient pas le 
sens de·s hadiths, contrairement a ce que nous constatons dans des livres 
«saints» ecrits par certains auteurs sur la base de ce qu'ils avaient retenu, sans 
faire reference ala chalne de transmission et sans proceder a l'authentification 
de la terminologie utilisee. Les hadiths ainsi relates, sous une forme 
personnelle et au moyen d'expressions intruses, ne peuvent en aucun cas 
transmettre la verite telle qu'elle fut initialement exprimee. 

Cette phase est essentielle pour !'intelligence de l'histoire islamique. Car 
l 'exegese fondee sur des verites authentiques est loin d'etre celle qui repose sur 
de simples «informations» ou la verite se mele aux passions, et l'objectivite a 
la subjectivite. · 

La reside la plus grapde valeur historique de l'epoque dite de la 
methodologie du hadith. Selon cette methodologie, qui a prevalu au cours des 
prernieres phases de l'ecriture du hadith, la conception islamique du 
mouvement de l'histoire repose sur des sources et des verites immuables. 

(1) Voir l'etude du Dr. Chakir Mostafa- «At-Tarikh al-Ara bi wa-1-Mou'arrikhoun lll 13 et 55 
et Dr. Said ısmail At-Tayf. 
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La traoscription systematique, prelude it I'Histoire : 

a - Geoese de Phistoire au Machreq 

Apres l'epoque des origines et de 'la documentation, le champ de 
l'investigation historique s'elargit. Des ecoleş d'ecriture de l'Histoire firent 
leur apparition a Medine, en Egypte, en Syrie et en Iraq. 

L'analyse historique n'etant· pas notre objectif, nous nous contenterons 
d 'essayer de retracer de façon generale I es premices de ıa· science de l'histoire 
tant au Machreq qu'au Maghreb. 

La figure de proue de cette discipline, lors de son apogee, fut sans conteste 
Abderrahman· lbn Khaldoun qui, dans ses celebres Prolegomenes, se fit 
theoricien de l'histoire. Mais un rôle d'importance fut joue dans le meme sens 
par Mohiy Dine Kafiji (mort en 879H), auteur du Precis d'histoire 
«Al-moukhtassar fi'Ilm Tarikh» et Chams Dine Sikhaoui (mort en 902H), 
auteur du «Tawbikh li man dhamma Ahi at-Tarikh». 

Ibn Jarir Tabari (mort en 310H) est considere comme le precurseur de la 
transcriptian systematique au Machreq. · Son reuvre maltresse «Tarikh 
ar-Roussoul wa-1-Moulouk» (Histoire des apôtres et des rois), en dix volumes, 
en fait un maltre en la matiere. Ce livre delaisse l'analyse historique au 
benefice de la methode narrative classique. Pour lui, l'histoire est 
essentiellement le recit de faits materiels et d'evenements qui, quoique 
comportant des verites et des mensonges, s'obtient par la citation et non par la 
raison ou les idees. 

Po ur Ta bari, l'histoire est la somme des faits tels qu 'ils so nt relates dans Jes 
differents recits. Aussi, le chercheur doit-il s'abstenir d'invalider ou de 
confirmer leurs eventuelles contradictions et doit eviter d'influencer le lecteur 
en portant un jugement personneım. Dans son ouvrage, Tabari precise : «Le 
lecteur de ce livre est averti que je me suis base, dans tout ce que j'ai relate, sur 
des informations que j'ai recueillies et des faits dont j'ai recherche les sources, 
sans recourir aux arguments de la raison. S'il arrive que le lecteur s'indigne 
des faits relates concernant certaines personnes du passe, qu'il sach~ que nous 
n'y sommes pour rien et que nous nous somrnes bornes arapporter les faits 

. tels qu'ils ont ete transmis»(3l. 

Dans son ouvrage sur l 'histoire de la Creation, depuis l'expulsion d, Adam 
du paradis, Tabari evoque l'histoire des prophetes Noe, Abraham et .Loth, 
l'histoire de la Perse et des Romains. Il y relate egalement la Sira du Prophete 
Moharnmad depuis sa naissance jusqu'au debut du quatrieme siecle de 
I'hegire. 

{2) Voir Ali Adham - Revue Al-Hilal, no de decembre 1975 et Mohammad Abdelghani, 
Hassan, «Ilm at-Tarikh», p.8. 

· (3) Tabari - «Tarikh AI-Oumam wa-1-Moulouk» 1/S, Edition Dar al-Qamous al-Hadith, 
Beyrouth. 
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Le principal avantage de l'histoire de Tabari reside dans la credibilite de son 
investigation en matiere d'histoire islarnique, grace notarnment a sa methode 
dite de «reference» qui consiste a remonter aux sources. L'reuvre de Tabari 
comporte d'autres avantages appreciables, en ce sens qu'elle renferme des 
informations nombreuses et precis~s sur l'histoire des Persanset des Romains, 
rapportees dans un esprit de neutralite, de rigueur et d'objectivite. Toutefois, 
en depit du côte positif de la methode sus-mentionnee, on peut regretter 
qu'elle ne fGt pas renforcee par la critique du texte, ou critique historique 
intrins.eque, qui soumet les faits a la raison, a la logique scientifique. Par 
ailleurs, l'on constate que Tabari, dans l'ensemble, se limite dans son 
«histoire» au domaine politique. 

Tabari se refuse a depasser le cadre de la methode de «reference», car il 
estime que ce qui est verifie par l'authentification de la reference ne peut etre 
rejete meme si le recit est contraire a la raison. 

En ce qui concerne la genese de l'histoire, la dernarche universaliste de 
Tabari peut etre consideree comme une etape importante dans"l'evolution de 
l'ecriture de l'histoire islamique. L'interet porte par Tabari aux prophetes en 
tant que depositaires de la verite -par opposition a l'injustice- merite la plus 
grande consideration. 

Proche de l'epoque de Tabari, Aboul Hassan AJi Ibn Husse"in Al-Massoudi 
(mort en 345H - 957) est aile plus loin dans la recherche des significations de 
1 'histoire. 

L'on peut citer parmi les ouvrages de ce dernier «Mourouj ad-Dahab», 
«At-Tanbih wal lchraf» -et «~khbar az-Zamane wa man Abadahou-1-
Hadathan» dont n'a pu etre conserve que le premier tome, constitue, a lui 
seul, de trente volumes. Les autres ouvrages de Massoudi ont disparu et seuls 
nous sont parvenus leurs titres. Cet eminent chercheur fut a la fois historien et 
geographe; il voyagea beaucoup et fit, lors de ses peregrinations, des 
investigations fructueuses. Son reuvre historique fut le fruit de ses longs 
voyages : il visita le Hedjaz, la Palestine, !'Inde, la Chine, !'Iran, I' Afrique 
noire et la côte est de la Mer Rouge, et mit a profit sa faculte d'observation 
pour rassembler tout ce qui lui paraissait susceptible de favoriser uoe etude 
approfondie de l'histoire14>. 

L'interet de Massaudi pour l'histoire apparait nettement dans 
l'introduction de son ouvrage «At-Tanbih wal lchraf», dans lequel il 
commente certains de ses quvrages _qui, malheureusement, n'ont pu etre 
conserv~s. Il y avait, precise-t-il, cite !es faits historiques concernant les debuts 
de la Creation, la dispersion des hommes sur terre, les siecles passes, !es 
nations disparues, l'histoire des prophetes, la vie des souverains et Jeurs 

(4) Dr.Iffat Charqaoui- «Adab Tarikh Ind ai -Arabıı 264 et Dr. Chakir Mostafa - «At. Tarikh 
ai-Arabi wal Mou'arrikhounıı 6/2, Dar al-Ilm lilmalayne, Beyrouth. 
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politiques, les cultes observes successivement par les pe.uples, ete. Il avait 
egalement cite dans c;es ouvrages, comme ille dit dans la meme introduction, 
les propos de sages de diverses nations sur les raisons de la prosperite et du 
declin des civilisations. De meme qu'il y avait admirablement decrit l'essor de 
l'urbanisme, rapporte !es appreciations de certaines gens quant a !'age du 
monde, les facteurs de la longevite, l'ethique du commandement, la politique 
religieuse et l'interaction indispensable en tre le pouvoir temporel, d 'une part, 
et le pouvoir spirituel, d 'autre part. Il ava it en outre fa it ressortir les causes de 
la decrepitude des pouvoirs, des Etats et des Jegislations ainsi que la maniere 
dont iJs remedient mutuellement a leurs faiblesses(SI. 

Ainsi Massolidi -il n'etait pas, rappelons-le, eloigne du temps de Tabari- a 
realise un progres considerable dans le domaine de l'histoire. Il a rompu avec 
la stagnation qui predominait du vivant de Tabari et a propose un modele 
encyclopedique rigoureux faisant appel ala pensee, a une vision globale eta la 
deduction. Il a sorti l'histoire du cadre politique etroit ou elle etait confinee 
pour embrasser d'autres domaines, de la connaissance, notamment 
l'astronomie et la geographique. Dans sa chronique, il traite .egalement des 
livres, des diverses ethnies, des hommes et de leurs traditions, et de la 
medecine. n a aussi aborde la politique et ses motivations, la -guerre, la 
dialectique intellectuelle, le raisonnement religieux, sans jamais perdre de vue 
!es faits historiques, ]es rois, ]es differentes epoques et leurs gens(6)_ 

L'historien Al Moutahar Ibn Tahar al Maqdissi se revela du temps de 
Tabari et de Massoudi. Il est l'auteur de «Al-Bad'wa Tarikh» (Commen
cement et Histoire), redige en 355H. Cet ouvrage figure parmi !es premieres 
tentatives visant a presenter une theorie exhaustive qui soumet l'histoire a une 
vision idealiste et philosophique(7). Dans l'introduction de son ouvrage, 
Al-Maqdissi traite de la connaissance et de la raison et evoque l'histoire de 
l'univers sous un angle philosophique. Dans le meme livre, il souligne 
l'importance culturelle et intellectuelle des anciennes religions, et essaye de 
fournir, autant que faire se peut, des informations scientiJiques et 
philosophiques. Ses conceptions de l'histoire sont comparables a des perles 
qui, bien qu'eparses, ne perdent rien de leur valeur propre. 

Peu apres AI-Maqdissi, Alım ad Ibn Ishaq al-Yaqoubi prit la releve (m ort en 
292H) en nous donnant un aperçu global de l'histoire du monde depuis le 
debut de la creation. Il consacre, dans le livre qui lui est attribue, «Tarikh 
Al-Yaqoubi», une place non negligeable aux aspects culturels de l'hisioire, et 
y traite egalement des decouvertes, des us et coutumes. Sa methode se 
caracterise par la ·rererence aux sources anciennes, notamment, l'ancien et le 

(5) «At-Tanbih wal Ichraf» 3-1. 
(6) Dr. Chaker Mostara- «Al-Tarikh al-Arabi wal Mouarrikhoun», fisı. 
(7) Voir Omar Reda Kahala - At. Tarikh wal Geoghrafia fil oussour al-lslamya, p.3628, 

imprime aDamas en 1392 et Dr.C.Mostafa, op.ciıe 1/407. 
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nouveau testament, en ce qui concerne l'histoire des juifs et des chn!tiens. Son 
ouvrage est un precis d'histoire savamment elabore, consacre a I'histoire des 
prophetes, ·a. celles de la Perse et de la Jahiliya ainsi qu'a l'histoire des 
nations : Babylone, Inde, Grece, Rome, Pharaons, Berberes. Abyssiniens. 
Turcs, Chinois, ete ... C'est un ouvrage qui se veut veritabiement universel, 
bien qu'il fasse appel parfois a la mythologie, en raison de la rarete des 
sources. En outre l'ouvrage nous revele le penchant alaouite de l'auteur et son 
prejuge pro-abbasside. Enfin, l'auteur privilegie le côte civilisationnel par 
rapport fd'aspect politique, et evoque le brassage des cultures de l'epoquef8l. 

En verite, nous pouvons neanmoins trouver dans certains ouvrages, qui ne 
sont pas vraiment historiques, quelques modeles d'approche historique ainsi 
qu'une description du cadre general de l'activite socio-culturelle de cette. 
epoque. 

Les ecrits d' Abou Othman AI-Jahiz (mort en 255H) sont, sans aucun doute, 
la meilleure illustration de ce type d'ouvrages. 

Parmi les Iivres d' Al-Jahiz marquant en debut de l'approche explicative de 
l'histoire figurent «Kitab al-Hayawane», «Kitab al-Boukhala» et «Kitab 
at-Taj fi Akhlaq al-Moulouk» ainsi que !es passages parus de_ son «Tasshih 
al-Akhbar», ses nombreux traites historiques tels «Rissala fi Madhahibi 
Chia», «Rissala fi Bani Ommeya>> et !es traites consacres aux coutumes des 
Tu res,- a la politique des souverains,' au commerce, ete. 

Al-Jahiz est considere parmi !es auteurs qui se sont le plus penches sur !es 
aspects socio-culturels et tenu pour !'un des mieux inspires en matiere 
d'exp!icatiori de l'histoire, faculte que n'avaient pas souvent !es historiens 
traditionnels. 

Dans son ouvrage «Al-A~hbar at-Tiwal» Oes longues histoires), 
Abou-Hanifa Daniouri (mort en 282H) tenta de reconstituer -la chaYne de 
succession, des souverains de la terre depuis Adam jusqu'a la fin du regne 
d' Al-Mou'tassim, marquant ainsi une nouvelle etape dans l'evolution de la 
pensee historiqıie islamique. 

Abou-Hanifa, dans ce Iivre, tient largement compte de la chronologie 
historique. Mais il s'est base, dans ses recits, sur une conception particuliere 
de l'histoire mondiale en faisant une large place aux evenements .et aux 
mouvements de son choix. Ainsi son ouvrage se presente comme une serie de 
recits qui se suivent et s'enchainent selon l'evolution de l'histoire iranienne qui 
occupe dans l'reuvre une place preeminente. Il s'est, plus qu'a l'Islam, 
interesse a l'histoire des prophetes. n a presente une image parallele de 
l'histoire du Yemen, de la peninsule arabique et de Byzance et s'est 
longuement penche sur l'histoire persane. Apres avoir survole !'Islam il a 
aborde avec un interet accuse l'histoire de !'Iraq et de l'Iran<9ı . 

. (8) Dr.Chakir Mostafa- «At-Tarikh al-Arabi wal Mou'arrikhoun», 1/250, 402 . . 
(9) Dr.Chakir Mosıafa «At-Tarikh al-Arabi wal Mouarrikhoun», 1/249. 



. Abdelhalim Ouayes 165 

Le livre «Tajarib al-oumam» (les experıences des nations) d' Abou-Ali 
Ahmad Ibn Mohammad, connu sous le nom de Miskawayh (mort en 421H) 
est considere comme· l'un des plus exhaustifs et mieux pourvus de dimension 
encyclopedique, en ce sens qu'i1 s'etend a toute l'histoire universelle. L'auteur 
le fait partir de l'ere.de I'apres-deluge de Noe et arreter aux environs de 370H. 
Comme le titre le laisse entendre, l'auteur ne s'est pas encombr·e des 
contraintes de l'approche encydopedique ou philosophique, mais il s'en est 
tenu a une attitude pragmatique. . 

Selon Miskawayh, le «Tajarib» englobe «tout ce qui se rapporte a l'histoire 
selon !'experience qui devaile Ies exploits des gens fermes et demasqut: Ies 
negligents». En somme, Miskawayh a. voulu ecrire une histoire.generale axee 
sur }'experience politique, qui exelut tout moralisme. Il n'a pas cherche, ce 
faisant, a proposer une theorie philosophique ni meme . a presenter un 
ensemble coherent de recits et d'idees. L'ouvrage se presente comme une etude 
du pouvoir, du fonctionnement des Etats, de l'intelligence et la ruse et des 
raisons de la victoire et celles de la defaite. Miskawayh part done d'un point 
de vue pessimiste, ne cherchant a faire valoir ni droit ni morale ni religion ni 
pensee et selimitant a relater la succession des faits eta en analyser Ies causes. 
Pour, Iui, l'histoire n'est que le n!cit desexperienceset des exempl~s proposes 
de la fermete, de la negligence ou de la convoitise. Ainsi il apparait comme 
impregne, dans sa pensee historico-politique, des idees, tout au moins de 
certaines des idees de l'esoterisme chilte, notamment ismaelite. Ce qui traduit 
la position sceptique prise par la pensee islamique au quatrieme siecle H (Xe) a 
I'egard de I'agita~ion et de la confusion inherentes ala politique<10>. 

Apres Tabari et Massoudi, Izz Dine lbn al-Athir est considere comme un 
remarquable historien de l'Islam. S'il n'atteint pas, en matiere d'explication 
de l'histoire, la competence de Massc;>ildi, ila le merite de l'ecriture historique 
et culturelle particulierement riche et variee. Le livre d'Ibn al-Athir «Al-Kamil 
fi Tarikh» est une mine encyclopedique qui egale la chronique de Tabari et la 
depasse evidemrnent, du fait qu'elle expose des faits nouveaux : Ibn Al-Athir 
est, en effet; mort en 630H. Son autre livre «Assad al-Ghaba fi maarifati 
Sabaha», consacre ala vie des compagnons du prophete, a enrichi la liste des 
biographies; il n'est pas moins celebre et n'a pas eu une audience moindre que 
le «Al-Kamil fi Tarikh». II a egalement ecrit «Al-Bahin> et «Al-Lobab fi 
Tahdhib al-Anssab», le second n'etant qu'une· ceuvre complementaire de 
«Al-Anssab», le celebre ecrit genealogique de Samaani. 

En ce qui concerne notre sujet -l'explication de l'histoire- «Al-Kamil» nous 
paralt constituer l'encyclopedie ou nous pouvons deceler le point de vue d'I~n 
Al-Athir sur l'histoire. 

Dans cette encyclop~die en douze volumes nous disposons d'une etude 

(10) Dr. Chalcir Mos\afa- «At-Tarikh ai-Arabi wal Mou'arrikhoun>>, T.l, p.409. 



166 V ers u ne nouvelle approche de l'histoire 

globale de l'histoire du Machreq et du Maghreb que nul avant Ibn Al-Athir 
n'avait elaboree. Bien qu'orientale, la partie de son reuvre reservee au 
Maghreb et al' Andalousie fait autorite pour ses successeurs. 

Ibn Al-Athir a tenu a analyser quelques phenomenes historiques dont 
certains ont ete l'objet de ses critiques. Sa personnalite emerge a travers ses 
vues et ses prises de position politiques, moraleset scientifiques<11 >. 

Ce qui, semble-t-il, donne le plus de poids a «Al-Kamil» c'est le fait que 
l'auteur a choisi minutieusement ses sources. De surcrolt, il y resume 
brillamrnent !es faits et met en relief !es references !es plus dignes de foi. On 
remarque, pourtant, des lacunes et bien des exagerations dans la premiere 
partie qui t,raite des debuts de la creat.ion et du mondem>. 

Selon Ibn Al-Athir -cf. l'introduction-....a son Encyclopedie-, l'histoire 
presente un interet certain; il ecrit : «L'hom~n le sait, desire l'eternite et 
prefere rester parmi les vivants (que perir). Qu'y a-t-il qui differencie ce que 
l'homme a vu hier et ce qu'il a lu dans les livres cansacres aux histoi~es des 

. anciens et aux evenements passes ? Lisant de tels livres, il devient comme le 
contemporain des anciens. En prenant connaissance de leurs faits et gestes, 
c'est un peu comme s'il etait present a leurs côtes. Il est significatif que les 
souverains et tous autres dirige~nts (charges d'ordonner et interdire), 
lorsqu'ils lisent la vie des tyrans et meditent sur les consequences nefastes, 
pour eux-memes et !es cites qu'ils detruisirent, de leurs actes, s'abstiennent de 
tel s actes reprehensibles»03). 

lbn al-Jouzi (mort en 597H) indique dans l'introduction a son «Al
Mountazam fi Tarikh al-Moulouk wal Oumam» que les biographies et 
l'histoire ont deux grands avantages. Premierement, la relation de la vie d'un 
chef exemplaire aide a s'inspirer de lui eta la reussite, de meme que la relation 
de la mauvaise conduite d'un chefet des ses consequences incitea eviter les 
memes erreurs et a fortifier les ames. Deuxiemement, le lecteur est renseigne 
sur !es faits insolites, vicissitudes des teıiıps, !es imponderables et !es 
nouvelles04>. 

Dans le meme ordre d'idees, Al-Imad al-Asphafani<15>, dans son ouvrage 
«Al-Fath al-Qassi fil Path al-Qodsi» evoque l'importance de l'histoire en ces 
termes: «N'etait l'histoire, !es actes des hommes politiques, accomplis pöur le 
bien, eussent ete perdus et la demarcation entre ce qui est digne d'eloges et ce 
qui merite d'etre blame eut ete sans portee. On eut neglige la leçon du destin et 
oublie que les vicissitudes peuvent cacher la felicite et que eelle-ci aussi peut 
dissimuler la realite de la difficultb>. 

(ll) Dr.Chakir Mostafa- «At-Tarikh al-Arabi wal Mou'arrikhoum>, 122/2. 

(12) Dr.C.Mosıafa (in op.cite). · 

(13) idem. 

(14) Al Kamel - Al Moukaddima. 
(15) D'apres Rosenthal 412, Fondaıian Ar-Rissalah. 
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L'explication de l'histoire dans le Maghreb islamique 

En tournant nos regards vers l'aile occidentale du monde islamique, 
notamment vers l'Andalousie et le Maghreb, nous observerons un soudain 
developpement de l'etude de l'histoire. Apres avoir ete l'apanage des . 
orientaux (au IIIe siecle H), phase representee par Ibn Abd el-Hakam, auteur 
de «Foutouh Misr wal Maghreb wal Andalous» et Abdelmalek Ibn Habib 
(mort en 238H), auteur de «Moubtada' Khalq ad-Dounla», depuis le 
quatrieme siecle de l'hegire, Ies ecrits sur le Maghreb et I'Andalousie sont 
elabores par I.es Maghrebins et les Andalous dont le premier fut Abou-Bakr 
Mohammad Al-Qortobi, auteur de «Tarikh Iftitah ai-Andalous» (mort au 
debut du 4e siecle H). 

Puis parut «Tarikh Qodat Qortoba» de Mohammad Ibn Hareth 
al-Khachani (mort en 360H), considere comme la premiere histoire 
socio-culturelle du Maghreb et de 1' Andalousie. 

A l'aube du cinquieme siede de I'hegire, apparut un vaste mouvement 
historique dans lequel la vision de l'histoire murit, avec l'eclosion de 
nombreux travaux cansacres a l'explication de l'histoire. A l'origine de ce 
mouvement, l'epreuve que les roitelets firent su bir a 1' Andalousie. et qui fit 
poser ces questions aux historiens andalous : comment survient le dedin des 
nations ? Quelles en sont les causes ? Parmi les auteurs celebres, et, !es plus en 
vue des historiens de I' Andalousie, il y eut Abou Marauan Ibn Hayyan 
Al-Qortobi (mort en 469H), auteur d'«Al-Moqtabas» et «Al-Matine», ainsi 
que Ahmad Ibn Mohammad Razi, Aissa Ibn Ahmad Razi, le philosophe et 
historien Ibn Hazm (mort en 406H) qui defendit la these de l' utilite ou de la 
finalite de l'histoire, qui se degage de l'etude approfondie des evenements. Un 
historien contemporain pense que les historiens de l'Islam utilisaient I'histoire 
essentiellement pour s'assurer des dates exactes de la naissance et de la mort 
des narrateurs de hadiths pour distinguer le vrai du faux hadith et pour mieux 
comprendre le message du destin (par l'examen conscient du sens de 
l'evenement) et bien expliquer le Saint Coran; cet historien, done, estime, que 
l'histoire est utile d'un double point de vue: religieux et didactique06>. 

Nous pensons, quant a nous, qu'lbn Hazm ne s'est pas arrete aux deux 
avantages precites. Notons parmi les avantages de la consçience historique 
selon cet eminent historien, qu'elle permet de cannaltre la decadence des 
royaumes, la destruction des cites, la disparition des grandes villes naguere 
fortifiees et bien protegees, la dispersion parallele de leurs populations, Ies 
retournements imprevisibles de la situation du monde et des peuples, la chute 
des rois tyranniques et oppresseurs; en depit de leurs fortunes et de leurs 
armees et malgre leur volonte de I es leguer a leurs descendants, ils tomberent et 
plus personne n'entend parler d'eux; leurs enfants perireru-et ne demeJ,Jrerent 
que Ieurs peches et l'infamie attachee au souvenir de leur passage ici-bas et 

(16) idem. 
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leur sart dans l'au-dela. Cette destinee enseigne la piete et la vertu et nous fait 
honnir !es mauvaises actions. En prenant connaissance des consequences qui 
decoulerent pour Jes tyrans du fait de Jeurs actes, dont leur odieuse renommee, 
l'homme sage evite un tel chemin et d'etre ainsi de sinistre memoire: Cette 
science meuble le temps libre et guerit de l'ennui. C'est une science facile et 
agreable<l7). 

Ibn Hazm a parfaitement compris qu'il existait une difference entre l'acte 
d'origine divine et celui qui est le fait de l'homme et qui determine l'essor o u le 
dedin d'une civilisation. 

Apres ce constat, lbn Hazm etudia !es facteurs qui rendent positif le 
mouvement historique de l'homme. ll refusa de confondre determinisme 
ontologique et action humaine, le premier etant ineluctable et la seconde 
naturelle, susceptible du meilleur et du pire08>. 

Critiquant les fatalis,tes qui pensent qu'on ne peut rien eviter et que tout est 
obligatoire, lbn Hazm souligne qu'au contraire, il nous appartient de gerer 
.intelligemment le monde, la sentence divine etant a la fois ·jugement et 
ordre<19>. 

La liberte de mouvement, precise Ibn Hazm, est regie et limitee par 
l'attitude morale. Selon lui «Qui sait les composantes des bonnes actions et 
des mauvaises, comprend que nu! ne peut rien d'autre que ce que Dieu -Qu'il 
sait exhausse- a cree en lui. Celui qui a pour vocation d'apprendre ne peut 
s'abstenir d'apprendre. L'idiot ne le peut. L'homme intelligent ne peut 
commettre de sottise. L'idiot ne peut obtenir !'intelligence cognitive. 
L'envieux ne peut s'empecher d'envier autrui. 

L'homme integre est incapable de convoitise. Ainsi le sart en est jete des 
l'enfance. Le pervers est incapable de mansuetude. Tout est de cet ordre. D'ou 
ila ete etabii que personne n'est a meme d'agir que dans le cadre de la faculte 
mise en lui par Dieucıo>. 

Nous pouvons conclure avec certitude qu'lbn Hazm fait partie des penseurs 
musulmans qui estiment que les evenements de l'histoire s'inscrivent dans le 
cadre du mouvement cosmique et de la volonte de Dieu. 

Pour lbn Hazm, le rôle de l'homme est encha1ne a ce mouvement de 
l'univers ainsi qu'aux facultes inm!es que Dieu a misesen lui. 

Il pense QUe trOİS elementS COnCOUrent abatir Une ciVilİSatİOn(ZI) :· 

(17) Abdellialim Ouayes «Ibn Hazm Al-Andalousi Mou'arrikhan» p.3. 

(18) Ibn Hazrn Al-AndaJousi Mo!J'arrikhan» p 131. 
(ı9) Voir ıs -3. 

(20) Voir S2, S ı - 3 
(21) Voir 42 - 3. 
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1 - Le dogme et la loi. 
2- L'enseignement et l'education. 
3- La morale. 
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A propos du premier element : «A chaque nation est necessaire une 
croyance, soit pour affirmer soit pour infirmer»<22>. La croyance, ·pour 
l'eminent penseur, est semblable a !'esprit qui enjoint a l'homme de construire 
et purifie sa vie interieure et la protege des maladies sociales et morales. La foi 
eclaire l'ame et lui indique le droit chemin -voila qui conduit a se fortifier pour 
edifier une nation forte. Une vie sans foi ni loi, souligne Ibn Hazm, est 
propice au meurtre, ala fornication, a l'arbitraire, a l'injustice, a l'envie, ala. 
lachete, ala perversite eta la trahison, autant de vices qui sapent l'edifice de la 
civilisation. Le monde ne peut vivre que grace aux lois, sans lesquelles toute 
science est impossible. 

Sans la foi et les lois, dissuasives (exterieurement et interieurement), 
1 'homme perdrait la faculte de comprendre la raison meme et deviendrait 
semblable a une bete. Le rôle de la foi vu par Ibn Hazm fait de celui-ci un 
precurseur. Aujourd'hui l'ensemble des penseurs s'accorderit a souligner 
l'importance de la pensee et des lois pour !es nations. Une nation possedant 
une foi et une pensee, meme entachees de quelques erreurs, est pliıs apte, a 
vivre, creer et prosperer, qu'une nation qui en est depourvue, quelle que soit 
l'abondance des ressources de celle-ci. 

Quant a l'enseignement et l'education, pour lbn Hazm, ils sont necessaires 
a l'edification d'une societe et a la prosperite d'une nation. Avant bien des 
pedagoques, Ibn · Hazm a perçu la distinction entre l'enseignement et 
l'education. L'enseignement consiste a cumuler les connaissances. Quant a 
l'education, elle permet de former !es caracteres, et, partant, des etres 
potentiellement bons et utiles. 

Ibn Hazm a egalement souligne l'importance de la morale. Son principal 
fondement, c'est la sincente - d'oıl decoulent beaucoup d'autres vertus. 
L'Islam recommande a l'homme d'etre sineere avec lui-meme, avec Dieu et 
avec sa creature. La sincerite lui manquant, une nation declinerait. Grace a 
elle, la structure sociale peut juguler !es plus dures difficultes<23>. Chez Ibn 
Hazm, la sincerite implique la justice, alors que son absence sous-tend 
beaucoup de maux, dont l'atheisme. Or tout atheisme est mensonge et le 
mensonge est une forme d'impiete. Le mensonge nait de l'arbitra1re, de la 
lachete et de l'ignorance<24>. Le prophete dit: «Le croyant peut etre un avare et 
un lache, mais non un menteun>. Il dit aussi : «L'homme a force de mentir 
devient un homme au cceur noiratre». Dans d'autres hadiths, il est souligne 

(22) D• Ahmed Chalbi - Mawssouat At-Tarikh Al Islam wal Hadara,AI lslamiall, V. 1 p.22. 

(23) Rassaail lbn Hazm (Maratib Al Ouloum) 78. 

(24) Abdelhamid Sadiqi - «Tafsir At-Tarikh11, 151. 
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que le mensonge e~t ala source de bien des maladies morales· qui corrompent 
la societeı25>. 

Ibn Hazm ecrit: «Les Etats n'ont deperi, !es royaumes ne sont tombes et le 
sang n'a coule qu'a cause des calomnies et du mensongeıı6> . 

Il cite quelques exemples pour faire valoir que le mensonge joue un rôle 
nefaste en corrompant la vi e sociaıeı27>. 

II evoque longuement l'epreuve de l' Andalousie et, a travers cette phase 
douloureuse de l'histoire des musulmans, expose une explication de 
l'histoire : une societe contaminee par !es maladies de la civilisation perd !es 
fondements de son existence. 

Ibn Hazm fut ainsi !'un des premiers penseurs musulmans a avoir aborde 
l'etude de questions relatives a la pensee historique du point de vue de la 
construction theorique. Les efforts des historiens furent couronnes par 
l'reuvre d'Ibn Khaldoun a qui nous devons une structuration theorique et 
philosophique compiete de la pensee historique. Plusieurs historiens andalous 
exprimerent des idees differentes quant au concept d'explication de l'histoire. 
Parmi eux, Ibn Abd al-Barr, eleve mais non disciple d'Ibn Hazm, qui a ecrit 
«Ad-Dourar fi Khtissar al-Maghazi wa siar» , Al-Hamidi, auteur de 
«JadJ:ıarat al-Moqtabass», Saed, auteur de «Tabaqat al-Oumam» et 
Tartouchi, qui a ecrit «Sirah al-Mouloub>. 

En matiere de biographies, il convient de citer !es series de «At-Tabaqat wal 
Aalam» : il s'agit davantage d'histoire socio-culturelle que d'histoire 
politiq(Je. M~lheureusement, beaucoup, de gens ignorent l'importance de ce 
genre d'ouvrage. Le Dr. Zaki Najib Mahmoud, auteur de «Tajdid al-Fikr 
al-Arabi» et de «Al-Maaqoul wa Iamaaqoul fi tourathina» l'a critique alors 
QU 'j) İgnore a quel pOİllt de teJS OUVrageS O nt ete Utifes pOUf fa SaUYegarde de 
notre patrimeine et de nos valeurs culturelles. On peut considerer Ibn 
Bachqwal, Ibn al-Abar et Ad-Dabiy parmi !es hommes !es plus illustres 
d'Andalousie. Les encyclopedies d'«Ad-dhakira» d'lbn Bassarn chaftrini 
(mort en 342H), Al-Maqarri (mort en 104H), auteur de «Nafh at-Tib» et 
«Al-Ihata fi Aklıbar Gharnata» de Lissane Dine Ibn al Khatib ont enregistre 
des biQgraphies qui donnent a leur histoire de la civilisation une excellente 
dimension culturelle. 

Phase de theorisation methodologique 

Mohyi Dine Mohammad Ibn Soleiman al-Kafiji (788-879H) est I'auteur du 
plus ancien essai connu en matiere de theerie de la science historique. Ses idees 
sont defendues dans son livre <<Al-Moukhtassar fi Ilm Tarikh», ecrit en 867H 

(25) Lettres d'Ibn Hazm- «Rissalat Moudawat an- Noufous», 146-147. 

(2~ Voir «At-Tawq», 86. 

(27) Op. cite. 
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(1463). Certes, Ibn Khaldoun le devança, mais celui-ci faisait des recherches 
sur l'histoire, alors qu'Al-Kafiji s'interessait a la methode d'ecriture de 
l'histoirecısı. Ila tente d'apporter une vue originale sur la theorie de J!histoire. 
Dans son «Moukhtassar», le style est alerte et la methodologie de grande 
qualite. 

Al-Kafiji, dans l'reouvre precitee, s'est exprime sur !es questions relatives 
aux carateristiques de la science de l'histoire, a son objet et ses avantages. 
Mais il a accorde une plus large place aux difficultes afferentes au mot arabe 
Tarikh (histoire) et a la part de l'histoire dans !es sciences religieuses 
islarniq ues129>. 

Certains historiens tels Rosenthall3°> o nt pense que le «Moukhtassar» n 'a 
rien dit de la creation philosophique dans la science de l'histoire et 
qu' Al-Kafiji fut ambigu et un historien marque par la dernarche et le temps 
traditionnels. Or, en Iisant attentivement le «Moukhtassar», il est aise de 
deceler une reelle conscience de l'explication de l'histoire chez l'auteur. Ainsi 
Al-Kafiji cite le verset du Coran sur !es recits des prophetes et en degage la 
signification pour J'histoirecm. Dieu a dit : «Nous t'apportons les meilleurs 
recits dans ce Coran que Nous t'avon~ revelt~»mı. 

Dans !es recits d' Al-Kafiji, a divers plans, so nt racontes des fait~ relatifs aux 
prophetes et messagers, au cosmos, a la naissance et au deperissement des 
Etats, aux cataclysmes, aux tremblements de terre et autres catastrophes 
naturelles<33>. 

Al-Kafiji rejette l'idee d'une absurdite de l'histoire. II ecrit: «Elle comporte 
des avantages innombr.ables dont la relation par cette noble science, qui en 
degage ainsi la signification, de faits partiels. Sans cet apport, n'importe qui 
pourrait parler sans discernement. Cette science constitue une balance et une 
loi»U4>. 

n evoque, d'autre part, la fonction essentielle de la science de l'histoire, qui 
est de relever les evenements insolites, ceux-ci constituant utilite, conseil et 
appel a l;attention (a comprendre la leçon sous-jacente). Quant aux 
evenements ordinaires -qui n'apportent rien de bien nouveau-, ils n'interessent 
pas I'histoire, pas plus que eelle-ci ne s'interesse aux personnes non melees aux 
faits. 

Chems Dine Sakhaoui (mart en 902H), auteur de «At-Tawbikh liman 

(28) Voir At-Tawq, 87-88 et autres. 
(29) Ro~enthal- ((Ilm Tarikh Ind al-Mouslimine, 318, imprime par la Fondation Ar-Rissala. 
(30) op. cite, p.319. 
(31) op. cite, p.320, 321. 

(32) Sourate Youssouf, ll 1. 
(33) Sourate Youssouf, v.3. 
(34) op. cite. p.333. 
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dhamma Ahi at-Tarikh», defınit l'histoire en ces termes: «l'Histoire est un art 
de recherche des faits d'une epoque et des evenements du monde. Son objet 
est l'homıne et le temps. Son investigation conceme !es etats de l'homme et du 
temps ala lumiere deS CODtingenCeS SUbieS par l'homme dans Je ·temps»llSl. 

rı dit, d'autre part : «L'histoire est eminemment avantageuse et treş utile 
aux hommes epris de connaissance et aux esprits eveilles. Les uns et les autres 
s'interessent aux caracteres des personnages historiques valables pour les 
imiter et meriter eux aussi d'avoir une bonne renommee. Celui qui connait 
l'histoire est comme celui qui a vecu tous !es temps et experimente toutes 
choses»<36). · 

Le livre de Sakhaoui est considere comme complementaire · de celui 
d' Al-Kafiji, d'ailleurs beaucoup plus concis. Il est egalement tenu pour etre un 
brillant expose de l'histoire de !'Islam, si l'on se donne la peine de le lire tres 
attentivement<m. 

Sakhaoui pense qu'il est necessa1re de proceder a l'enregistrement de tous 
_les facteurs agissant sur le mouvement historique. Il ne se lirnite pas a 
l'histoire politique ou a l'histoire militaire. Il soutient, ala suite d' Ad-Dhahbi 
qu'il faut, pour aborder l'histoire, bien connafre la Sira du prophete, !es recits 
des apôtres, les histoires des rois, ministres, hommes de lettres, juristes, 
grammairiens, linguistes, ascetes, juges, enseignants, sages, medecins, avares, 
parasites, astronomes, marins, ete. Il n'a oublie personne<38l. 

Al-Kafiji et Sakhaoui representent la phase de theorisation de l'ecrit 
historique sur une base methodologique pour poursuivre la dernarche 
lumineüse d'Abdarrahman Ibn Khaldoun. Grace a Al-Kafiji et Sakhaoui, 
l'histoire .... est devenue une science, apres avoir constitue, avec Ibn Khaldoun, 
les lois conduisant a une philosophie de l'histoire<39l. 

(35) op. cite. p.335. 
(36) «AI-Ilane bi Tawbikh)), 385, 400 et 401 - Rosenthal. 

(37) op. cite. 
(38) op. ciıe, p.372. 
(39) <<Al-I'Iane, p.521 et 522. 


