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Ozet

Bu makalede, fon Haldun'un ekonomi konusundaki gérii-
leri, tarih felsefesi ve killtiir alaninda (iber teorisi) ortaya koy-
dugu fikirler ele alinmaktadir. fon Haldun, Islam diinyas: digin-
da da taninan ve eserleri okunan bir bilim adamdir. Kendisi
hayati boyunca politikayla ilgilenmis ve hatta politik aktiviteleri
dolayisiyla hapis cezasina carptirilmug bir alimdir. O
Mukaddime'sinde, tarihi olaylan nasil anlamarmz gerektigi
konusunda teoriler ortaya koymus, devletlerin yiikselis ve
cokils asamalann izah etmeye galismustr.. fbn Haldun'un mo-
dern ekonomi ilmine katkisi is devinimleri teorisi, devietin ve
6zel sektériin rolii, etik dederlerle ekonomik aktivite arasinda-
ki iliski konulannda olmustur. fbn Haldun'un ekonomi alanin-
daki gériigleri giintimiizdeki klasik ve neo-klasik ekonomist-
lerin baz énemli fikirlerinin bir sentezi olarak gériilebilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler
is devinimi teorisi, tarih felsefesi, Mukaddime, kiiltiir; etik
degierler-ekonomi iliskisi, iber.

Giris
-14. yiizyll Islam filozofu ve tarihgisi Ibn Haldun

[slam ekonomi diistincesinin gelisimine &nemli katks-
larda bulunmustur.! Onun daha sonraki miisliiman
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1 jbn Haldun'un Mukaddime'sinden bazi secme béliimler ekonomi
tarihgisi Charles Issawi tarafindan konulanna gére tasnif edilerek
tercime edilmistir. Bkz. An Arab Philosopher of History, John
Murray, London 1950. Kitabin tigiincii bélimiinde (s. 71-86) fbn
Haldun'un ekonomi haklinda s&yledikleri ele alinmaktadw, ibn
Haldun'un Mukaddime'sinin tamarmnn [ngilizceye terciimesi fig cilt
halinde Franz Rosenthal tarafindan yapilmughr: Franz Rosenthal: /bn
Khaldun, The Mugaddimah: An Inroduction to History, Princeton
University Press, 1958, Muhtzsar bir Ingilizce terciime N. J.
Dawood tarafindan yapilms ve Princeton University Press tarafin-
dan 1967'de yayinlanmigtir. Bu terciimenin 5. bélimiinde
Mugaddime'deki ekonomiyle -ilgili “bilgiler yer almaktadir.
Mulkaddime nin tamaminun iig cilt halinde Fransizca'ya terciimesi M
de Slane tarafindan yapilmus ve Les Prolégomé d'fbn Khaldoun ad
albnda Librairie Orientaliste Paul Geuthner vayinlan arasinda

- Paris'te 1934 wilinda yayinlanmshr. Mukaddime'de yer alan
ekonomiyle ilgili konular bu terciimenin 1. ve 2. cillerinde yer
almaktadir.

. Abstract .
In this article, the idea of Ibn Khaldun about economy,

the philosophy of history were examined. He ideas spread
well beyond Islamic world. Throughout his life, he was
involved in politics and due to his political activities he was

impirosened. In his Mugaddima, he put forward theories

about how to understand historical events and to understand
the process of the emergence and decline of the civilizations.
As for economics, his main contribution is the business cycle
theory. He also tried to explain the role of the state, private
sector and the relationship between ethical values and

economic activity. His ideas about economy can be seen as a
synthesis of some of the crucial ideas of classical and

neo-classical economists.
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Introduction

The fourteenth century Islamic philosopher
and historian, Ibn Khaldin, made a substantial

contribution to the development of Islamic eco- .

nomic thought.! His influence on latter Muslim
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1 Selections from the Prolegomena of Tbn Khaldin have been trans-
lated into English by the economic historian, Charles Issawi, and
organised by subject and topic. See Charles lssawi, An Arab
Philosopher of History, John Murray, London, 1950. Chapter 3
concerns [bn Khaldiin's economic writings, pp. 71-86. A complete
translation of Ibn Khaldiin's Prolegomena of History into English in
3 volumes has been undertaken by Franz Rosenthal: /bn Khaldin,
The Muqaddimah: An Introduction to History, Princeton University

. Press, 1958. An abridged English version was produced by N. J.
Dawood for Princeton University Press, 1967. Chapter 5, pp.
297-333 provides a translation of much of the economics materi-
al. A complete translation of Ibn Khaldiin's Prolegomena of Fistory
into French in 3 volumes has been made by M de Slane, Les
Prolégoménes d’ Ibn Khaldoun,” Librairie Orientaliste Paul
Geuthner, Paris, 1934. The economic writings are in volumes 1
and 2.
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diisiiniirler tizerindeki etkisi St. Thomas Aquinas'n

Hristivanlikta ve Rabbi Moshe Ibn Meymun'un

Yahudilikte sahip oldugu etkiyle mukayese edilebile- :
cek boyutlardadir. fon Haldun, yasadigi dénemdeki |

siyasi olaylarda taraf olmus bu yiizden hapisle ceza-
landirilmistir. O 14. yiizylda bath Miisliiman
devletlerle Hristiyan Ispanya arasindaki gerginlikte
miisliiman ¢ikarlarini temsil etme gdrevini tistlenmig
fakat bu yéndeki gayretleri miisliiman dindaslan
tarafindan her zaman kabul gérmemistir. )
Modem terimlerle konugacak olursak, fbn Hal-
dun, is gevirimi teorisi ve devletin roliiyle ilgilenen

bir makro-ekonomist olarak kabul edilebilir. ibn Hal--

dun'un asil hedefi, ekonomi ve politik hayata uygu-
lanabilecek bir kiiltiir bilimi gelistirmek suretiyle, ta-
rihi olaylan sirf tasvir degil onlan izah edebilmekti.
Onun yaklasim sosyal bilimci yaklasimiyd: ki buna
gore yapilmas: gerekeri tarihi olaylan bir veri olarak
gdrmek ve bu olaylarin arkasinda yatan ve ortaya
cikislann belirleyen genel yasalan tespit etmektir.

ibn Haldun'un‘
Metododolojisi

Muhsin Mehdi'nin de belirttigi gibi, Ibn
Haldun'un diislincesinde temel kavram iber
kavramudir. Bu terim hem Arapgada hem de Ibrani-
cede gegmek, icinden gecmek, tesine gegmek gibi
anlamlara  gelmekte olup genellikle nehri gegmek
anlamuyla iligkilendirilir.2 ibn Haldun iber terimini iki
anlamda kullanmaktadir: Bunlardan birinci anlama
gore, iber, zahirde gériilen tarihi olaylarla bunlan
belirleyen gériinmeyen nedenler arasindaki koprii
va da irtibat anlamina gelir. Ikinci anlama gére ise
iber, ilahi ve tabii varlklara dair ve onlann ne
oldugu hakkinda mevcut yaygin kanaatler arasinda
irtibat/képrii anlammna gelir. Tbn Haldun'un felsefe
aragtirmalarinda ortaya koymaya ¢alisti sey iste bu
képrii ve onun etrafindaki alandir. Onun diisiin-
cesinin merkezinde, tabii varliklar olan insanlarn
kendi aralanndaki iligkileri demek olan kiiltiir yer
alr. Onun anlayiginda Islam kiiltiirii de, kendilerini
Allah’a adamaya hazir insanlar olan miisliimaniarin
aralanndaki sosyal iligkiler demektir. Bu inananlar
sayesindedir ki ilahi/kutsal olan kiiltiire ve tarihe
miidahil olmaktadir. Allah'in yaptklarmmn hikmetini
anlayabilmek ve gizli anlamlarnm &drenmek icin,
ekonomik muameleleri de dahil olmak iizere kullarin
fiillerini tarafsiz bir sekilde araghrmak gerekir.

fbn Haldun Kur’an’i oldugu kadar Ahd-i Atik’i de
anladig; miisliiman filozoflan bildigi kadar Yunan
filozoflanindan ve &zellikle de Aristo’dan haberdar
oldugu icindir ki ¢ok genis gevrelerde ilgi gdrmiis ve
eserleri okunmustur. Tunus'daki dodum “yerinden

2 Muhsin Mehdi, /bn Khaldun’s Philosophy of History, George Allen
and Unwin, London 1957. s. 65-66.
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scholars has been considerable, comparable to that

of St Thomas Aquinas in the case of Christianity, or
Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon, Maimonides in the case
of Judaism. Ibn Khaldiin was very involved in the
political events of his day and suffered imprison-
ment. He represented Muslim interests in the
conflicts between the western Muslim states and
Christian Spain in the fourteenth century, but his
efforts were not always appreciated by his co-
religionists.

In contemporary terms Ibn Khaldin could
categorised as a macroeconomist, concermed with
the business cycle and the role of the state. Ibn
Khaldin's main aim was to explain rather than
merely describe history, through the development
of a science of culture, which could be applied to
both economic and political life. His approach was
that of the social scientist, with the historical events
treated as the data, the objective being to discover
the general laws that lay behind the events, and
ultimately determined them.

The approach and methodology of Ibn
Khaldiin

As Muhsin Mahdi points out the crucial concept
was that of ibar which in both Arabic and Hebrew
means passing on, over, through or beyond,

. usually relating to a river crossing.2 The notion of

ibar was applied by Ibn Khaldan in two senses. The
first was the bridge or link between the external
events of history and internal determinants of those
events. The second was the bridge between the
commonly accepted opinions about, and the true
nature of, divine and natural beings. It is the bridge

and the terrain around it which Ibn Khaldin seeks

to explore in his philosophical investigation. Culture
is at the core, this being defined by the social
interactions of men as natural beings. Islamic culture
is in tun defined by the social interaction of
Muslims, men who are prepared to submit
themselves to the will of God. It is through such
believers that the Divine enters culture and human
history. To understand the work of the Allah, it is
necessary to study objectively the actions of man,
including economic transactions, to find the inner
meaning.

Ibn Khaldin was widely read, with an
understanding of the Old Testament as well as the
Koran, and a knowledge of Greek writers, particu-
larly Aristotle, as well as earlier Muslim scholars.
From his birthplace in Tunis, he had travelled to
Granada and Cairo, and played a significant role in
politics in both North Africa and Moorish Spain. It

2 Muhsin Mahdi, /b Khaldan’s Philosophy of History, George Allen
and Unwin, London, 1957, pp. 65-66.



Gimata ve Kahire've seyahatler yaprmis ve hem
Kuzey Afrika ve hem de Magrip-Ispanya politikasin-
da onemli roller oynamustir. Ibn Haldun’un tarihi
gerceklere sayai fikri ve deneysel gézlemlerden

genel yasalar ¢ikarma gayesine matuf timdengelim

metodu Aristo’dan miilhemdir. Aristo gibi Onun da,
sordugu etik ve ahlaki soru gelir saglayan ne tiir
aktivitelerin 6vgiiye laytk ve mesru oldugu
sorusudur. Bu soruya verilecek cevap basitce dog-
matik izahlarla gegistirilmemeli, aksine akli ¢dziim-
lemelerlden olugmalidr.

fon Haldun'un iktidarlan altinda yasamak zorun-
da kaldigi baskici rejimler bu tiirden akil yiiriitme
sorgulamalan tesvik etmiyorlardi. Bu yiizdendir ki
daha énce de politik olaylara kansthd ve hapis yat-
ti& icin, bn Haldun’un kullandigi terminoloji ve
ogrettigi seyler hususunda son derece dikkatli olmasi
gerekiyordu. Tipki Ortagag Hristivan bilim adamlan
gibi, Ibn Haldun da tiimdengelim metoduna ¢ok az
basvurmustur. Bu durum Onun arastrma meto-
dunun Aristodan ¢ok Platon'dan kaynaklanmig
olmaswla izah edilebilir. Aristo’nun Politika’'s: ya da
Nicomachaean Ethics adh eseri Arapcaya (Kitabu s-
sivase) olarak ferciime edilmisti ve {bn Haldun'un bu
esere yaklagim daha dnceki Islam filozoflan fbn Sina
ve [bn Riigd’iin yaklasimyla paralellik arz ediyordu.3

ibn Haldun’un Ekonomi-Politigi

fon Haldun'un ekonomik hayatla ilgili gériisii
Onun siyasi sistem ve iktidann rolii konusundaki
gériisleriyle yakindan ilgilidir. fbn Haldun ashnda
ekonomi ve politikay: birbirinden ayn alanlar olarak
degerlendirmez; tipkt gok daha Gnemli gordiigii
kiiltiir ilmi konusunda oldugu gibi.4 Ibn Haldun iki
farkli ekonomi tiiriinii karsilastrmaktadir: Bunlardan
birincisi hayvan bakicihd, ciftcilik ve aveilik gibi belli
bagh iiretim bigimlerinden olusan ilkel ekonomik
yap; ikincisi ise endiistri ve ticaretin. séz konusu
oldugu tiirdiir ki fbn Haldun buna medeni ekonomik
aktivite adim vermektedir.5 Medeni diye isimlen-
dirilen ekonomik safha sehirlerde gériiliir ve burada
ahsverislerde para kullaniir. Yine bu ekonomik
safhada ince sanatlar, beceri ve teknikler gelismistir.
En kabiliyetli insanlar agisindan, sehir cahismak icin
cazip hale gelir. Sehir ne kadar miireffeh ve cazibe
merkezi olursa, buraya gelecek olan kabiliyetli insan
sayist da o derece fazla olur. Yoneticiler gehirde
giivenlii garanti ederler ve etkin bir biirokrasi
tarafindan uygulanan siirekli ve tutarh vasalar

ISLAM EKONOMISININ BIR ONCUSU OLARAK iBN HALDUN

was from Aristotle that Ibn Khaldin developed his
respect for historical facts, and the inductive
methodology of trying to derive more general laws
from empirical observation. As with Aristotle the
question posed by Ibn Khaldiin was moral and
ethical: what sort of income generating activity was
it honourable and legitimate for men to undertake?
The question was to be answered, however, by
reasoned enquiry, rather than simply through
dogma.

The politically oppressive regimes under which
Ibn Khaldiin had to live did not encourage such
enquiry. For this reason Ibn Khaldiin had to be
careful in his use of language, as well as in his
teaching, as he had already experienced
imprisonment due to political involvement. Like
European medieval Christian scholars, Ibn Khaldin
made little use of deductive logic, which may be
explained by the fact that his methods of enquiry
were derived from Aristotle rather than Plato.
Aristotle's Politics, the Nicomachaean Ethics, had
been translated into Arabic (Kitdb al-siyésa) and Ibn
Khaldiin's treatment is in the tradition of earlier
Muslim scholars, notably Avicenna and Averroes.3

Ibn Khaldiin's Political Economy

Ibn Khaldin's view of economic life is closely
connected with his ideas of political order and the
role of the state. Indeed he did not identify
economics or politics as separate disciplines, such
was his concern with the overriding science of
culture.4 Two different types of economy are
contrasted, the primitive which consists of primary
modes - of production such as farming, animal
husbandry and hunting, and the civilised which
involves trade and industry.5 Civilised economic
activity is conducted in cities, where money is used
for exchange, and elaborate arts and skills flourish.
The most talented people are attracted to cities to
work, and the more prosperous and attractive the
city, the greater the talent attracted. The ruler
guarantees security in the city, and an environment
conducive to economic activity, with certain and
consistent laws administered by an efficient
bureaucracy. The ruler's spending provided the
demand which keeps the artisans and traders in
business. In contrast in primitive rural areas,
security cannot be guaranteed, and economic

Sa_ge s..158.
4JmasphJ Spengler, anmrmclhcmght of Islam: Ibn Khaldun',

Comparative Revue d'Histoire Economique et Sociale, c. 6. 1913,
5. 409 vd,

5 R Maunier, “Les idées économiques d'un pbllosophe arabe au XIV -

siécle, Ibn Khalclﬂn Revue d'Histoire Economigue et Sociale, cilt.
6, 1913, s. 409 vd..

3 Ibid, p. 158.
4 Joseph J. Spengler, “Economic thought of Islam: Ibn Khaldiin,”
Comparative Studies in Society and History, vol. 6, 1963-64, pp.
285286
5 R. Maunier, “Les idées économiques d'un philosophe arabe au XIV
siecle, Ibn Khaldan," Revue d'Histoire Economique et Sociale, vol.
6, 1913, p. 4091f.
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sayesinde ekonomik aktiviteye uygun zemini hazr-
larmis olurlar. Yéneticilerin harcamalan, zanaatkar-
lann ve tiiccarlann iglerini devam ettirmelerini

saglayan seyi, talebi dodurmus olur. Bu fiir bir

ekonomik yapmn aksine ilkel kirsal bolgelerde,
giivenlik garanti edilemez ve ekonomik faaliyetler
son derece tehlikeye maruz bir gériiniim arzaderler.

Giiglii devlet korumasinin oldugu verde ihtisas-
lasma ve is béliimii miimkiindiir. Zira bdyle durum-
larda, zanaatkarlar iicretlerinin &deneceginin, tiic-
carlar da taleplerinin karsilayacaginin farkindadir-
lar.6 Miibadele, diizenli 6lcii ve tarti kontrollerini
vapan devlet biirokrasisi tarafindan yerine getiril-
mekte ve ticaret hukuku siki fakat adilane uygulan-
maktadir. Devletin bina ve bayindirlik islerine girmek
suretiyle ortaya koyacag talep, fiyatlarda yiikselme
egilimine yol acacaktr. Fakat makul bir enflasyon
seviyesi, sehir disindakilerin yiikselen maaslann art-
mastyla birlikte sehre akin etmesine sebep olacagn-
dan, bu durum ekonomik aktiviteyi canlandiracak bir
sey olarak goriiliir. Dahasi, zenginligin artmasiyla
beraber, litkks tiikketim mallarfun fivah da artar -ki
buna ihtiyactan fazla gida tilketimi &rnek gosteri-
lebilir- ve bu giderek artan fiyat farki, daha yiiksek
kalitede iiriinlerin ortaya konulmasi i¢in sanatkarhk-
lanin ekstra gayret gdstermesini gerektirir ve is
béliimiinii tesvik eder.? ibn Haldun, talebin gelir
esnekligi kavraminin (the income elasticity of
demand) ve enflasyonla ilgili makro-ekonomik teori-
lerin ortaya konulmasindan alti asir énce yasamig
olabilir; fakat, Granada, Tunus ve Kahire'vi baz
alarak yaph kompleks ekonomik tahliller, Onun bu
teorileri 6nceden 6ngordiigiinii géstermektedir.

Idareciler ve onun etrafindakiler ayriliga diismez
ve biirokrasi yolsuzluktan uzak durursa, o sehrin
zenginligi kendisine yeter. Bununla birlikte, fon
Haldun is devinimi teorisini gelistirmistir ki bu
teoriye gére, yonetici ve biirokratlar sehrin maddi
zenginliklerinin cazibesine kapilarak yolsuzluga
bulasir. Yéneticiler ve etrafindakiler likks hayat tarz-
lanm devam eftirebilmek igin, godunlukla keyfi
bahanelerle, vergileri artnirlar. Iste vergilerin ve
ekonomik sistemin giderek adaletsiz bir hal alan bu
yapist, en kabiliyetli insanlan bagka sehirlerde is ara-
mak igin gitmek zorunda birakirken digerleri ise artik
bu sehirde toplum vyaran icin calisma .sevk ve
arzusunu yitirmis olurlar. Sonug olarak, sehir ve o
sehrin medeniyeti ¢okiise gecer ve muhtemelen
isgalciler tarafindan ele gegirilir. Bu isgalciler barbar
ve kirsal kesimden olabilecedi gibi, yéneticileri daha
giiclii ahlaki gayelere sahip daha biiyiik sehirlerden

6 Dieter Weiss, “Ibn Khaldun on economic trans{ormalion,".

International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 27, 1995, pp.
29-37.

7 Muhsin Mehdi, ag.e. s. 218; Charles lssawi, a.g.e. s. 74-5.
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" activity is more precarious.

: Under strong state protection, specialisation and
- division of labour are possible, as artisans will know
| that they will be paid, and that the traders can meet
their demands.® Exchange is facilitated by state
bureaucrats carrying out regular checks of weights
and measures, and commercial laws are applied in
a rigorous but fair fashion. Demand generated by
the state as it commissions building programmes
and public works tends to raise the price level, but
moderate inflation is seen as a stimulus to
economic activity, as those outside the city
attracted by the increasing money wages.
Furthermore the price of luxury goods may rise by
more than necessities such as basic foodstuffs with
increasing prosperity, and this increasing price
differential encourages further artistic effort in the
production of high quality goods and even greater
specialism.7 Ibn Khaldin may ‘have lived six
centuries before the concept of the income
elasticity of demand was derived, and macroeco-
nomic theories of inflation devised, but his
sophisticated economic analysis, based on his
observations in Tunis, Granada and Cairo,
anticipates the development of such concepts.

The prosperity of the city is self sustaining, as
long as the ruler and those around him are not
divided, and the bureaucracy remains free from
corruption. Ibn Khaldiin develops a theory of the
business cycle however, where the ruler and the
bureaucracy become corrupted by the material
prosperity of the city. Taxes are raised, often in an
arbitrary manner, to finance the luxury
consumption of the ruler and the court circle. It is
these taxes, and the increasingly unfair nature of the
economic system, which drives the most talented
away to work in other cities, while those who
remain are no longer strongly motivated to strive for
the common good. As a consequence the city and
its civilisation goes into decline, and is perhaps
overrun by invaders, either from the primitive
countryside, or from other more powerful cities
where the rulers have a stronger moral sense of
purpose.®

Ibn Khaldiin's Contribution to Business
Cycle Theory

A modern economist analysing the writing of
Ibn Khaldin might suggest his major contribution
was to business cycle theory. Mark Blaug, who is

6 Dieter Weiss, “Ibn Khaldun on economic transformation,”
International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 27, 1995, pp.
29-37.

7 Muhsin Mahdi, op. cit., p. 218; Charles Issawi, op. cit., pp. 74-75.
8 Muhsin Mahdi, op. cit., pp. 219-220.



de olabilir.8

ibn Haldun'un is Cevirimi Teorisine
Katkis:

Modem bir ekonomist, Ibn Haldun’un eserlerini
inceleyecek olsa, Onun ekonomi alaninda vaph
asil katkinin is ¢evirimi teorisi konusunda oldugunu
gorecektir. Ekonomi diisiince tarihinin meselelerini
¢agdas ekonomi metotlanyla ele alan ¢alismalanyla
taninan Mark Blaug, fbn Haldun’un ekonomi anlayi-
st incelememistir.? Yine de Onun yaklasimim be-
nimsemenin ve Ibn Haldun’un kitabini modern is ¢e-
virimi teorisi gergevesinde incelemenin &gretici ola-
cagim diisiiniiyoruz. Ibn Haldun gercek is cevirimi
teorisi taraftarlanyla ayni kategoride degerlendirile-
bilir mi? Onda ¢arpan ve hizlandiran gibi Keynezyen
unsurlardan séz etmek miimkiin miidiir? Islamda ri-
banin haram olmasi sebebiyle faizin haram olusu
g6z oniinde bulundurulursa, Ona gére ‘para ve fi-
yatin oynadi bir rol var mudir ve eder varsa bu rol
nedir?

fbn Haldun'un yaklasimi, onun bu konuda

vazdiklanndan ¢ok sonra ortaya ¢ikan klasik ve neo-
klasik ekonomistlerin son derece énemli baz: teori-
lerinin muhtemel bir sentezini &ngériir. Klasik eko-
nomistler arasindaki tarhisma Keynescilerle Keynesci
olmayanlar arasindaki tartismayla paralellik
arzetmektedir: David Ricardo, Say'in ‘arz kendi
talebini yarabr’ seklindeki teorisini savunurken,
Thomas Malthus yeterinden az tilketim ihtimalinden

ve bunun neticesinde de, arz fazlasimin ortaya gika- .

cagindan bahsetmektedir.10 Keynesgilere gore,

ekonomide gerilemenin oldugu zamanlarda bu tiir

talep eksiklikleri, hiikiimetlerin harcamalan “arhr-
masyla telafi edilebilir, ki bu da toplam talebin art-
masim tegvik etmis olur. Keynesgilere gére talepteki
eksiklik, ekonomide gerilemenin oldugu zamanlarda
devletin harcamalan arbrmasiyla telafi edilebilir ve
bu da toplam talebin artmasim tesvik etmis olur.11
Robert King ve Charles Plosser gibi gercek is cevi
rimi teorisinin modern savunuculan, toplam talepte-
ki dalgalanmalann yalmzca fivatlan ve enflasyonu
etkileyecedi, liretim ve istihdam iizerinde bir et-
kisinin olmayaca@ noktasindan hareketle bu gériisii
reddederler.1?2 Gegen yilin Nobel ekonomi &diilii
sahibi Robert Lucas bu gériisii savunur. Ona gére
rasyonel beklentiler dolayisiyla tiiketiciler devlet

8  Muhsin Mehdii, ag.e., s. 219-20.

9- Mark Blaug, Economic Theory in Reb'aspec.f ikinci bask,
Heinemann, London, 1968.

10 age., s 175-176

11 AW. Mullinewx, The Business Cycle after Keynes, Wheatsheaf, .

Brighton, 1984, pp. 30-31.
12 Bz Charles Plosser ile yapilan- miilakat Roger Amold,

Macroeconomics, ikinci baski, West Publishing, St. Paul,

Minnesota, 1992, iginde, s. 395.
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perhaps best know for his attempt to address the
history of economic thought with modem tools of
economic analysis, did not consider the economics
of Ibn Khaldin.? It can be instructive to adopt his
approach however, and consider Ibn Khaldiin's
work in terms of its relationship with modemn

- business cycle theory. Could Ibn Khaldiin be

categorised along with the proponents of real
business cycle theory? Are there any Keynesian
elements, such as a multiplier or an accelerator?
What role, if any, do prices and money play,
interest presumably being ruled out because of the
Islamic prohibition of riba?

Ibn Khaldin's approach perhaps suggests a
synthesis of some of the crucial explanations by
classical and neo-classical economists long after his
own writing. The debate amongst classical
economists paralleled that between Keynesians and
non-Keynesians, with David Ricardo defending
Say's law that supply creates its own demand, but
Thomas Malthus pointing to the possibility of under-
consumption resulting in supply gluts, at least in the
short term.10 According to Keynesians such
demand deficiencies can be met by govemnments
injecting expenditure into the economy in times of
recession, thus stimulating aggregate demand.11
Modern proponents of real business cycle theory
such as Robert King and Charles Plosser reject this
view, arguing that fluctuations in aggregate demand
affect only prices and inflation and have no effect
on the output and employment.12 Last year's Nobel
prize winner in economics, Robert Lucas, backs this
position, arguing that because of rational expecta-
tions consumers anticipate government interven-
tion, the effects of which are therefore
neutralised.13

Ibn Khaldiin's analysis of a mature economy has
parallels with the proponents of real business cycle
theory and Lucas in particular. The demand
generated by the ruler and the court circle does not
seem to produce a sufficient economic stimulus to
offset the effects of the rising taxes. Inflation results
as the suppliers, the skilled artisans and craftsmen,

9 Mark Blaug, Economic Theory in Retrospect, 2nd. edition,
Heinemann, London, 1968. _

10 5id,, pp. 175-176. _ '

11 AW. Mullinewx, The Business Cycle after Keynes, Wheatshea,
Brighton, 1984, pp. 30-31.

12 gee interview with Charles Plosser in Roger . Amold,
Macroeconomics, 2nd edition, West Publishing, St. Paul,
Minnesota, 1992, p. 395.

13 See Robert E. Lucas Jr., “Today's macroeconomic revolutionary,”
in Michael Parkin and David King, Economics, 2nd. edition,
Addison Wesley, 1995, pp. 886-887. For more details see Robert
E. Lucas Jr., Studies in Business Cycle Theory, Basil Blackwell,
Oxford, 1981, pp. 215-239.
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miidahalesi olacagini tahmin ederler ve bunun
sonuclan béylece nétralize edilmis olur.13

fbn Haldun'un gelismis ekonomiyle ilgili analizi,
genelde gergek is gevirimi teorisiyle, 6zel olarak da
Lucas'in gériigleriyle paralellik arz eder. Yonetici ve
etrafindaki yénetim kademesi tarafindan olugturulan
talep, viikselen vergilerin etkisini telafi etmek ya da
dengelemek icin, yeterli bir ekonomik tegvik edici
unsur ortaya gikanr. Enflasyon, yetismis zanatkarlar-
dan olusan tireticilerin iirettikleri {irinle ilgili talebe,
caydirict vergiler nedeniyle, cevap verememesi ne-
ticesinde ortaya gikar. Fiyatlanin daha da artacad
yoniinde beklenti ve siirekli artan vergiler bazi esnafi
devre dist birakir ve geri kalanlann durumunu ise
daha da kétiilestirir. Bu, devletin roliiyle ilgili biiyiik
6lciide olumsuz bir tavn icinde banndiran gergek is
cevirimi teorisine son derece yakin bir goriistiir.

fbn Haldun'un eserlerinde, daha biitiinciil bir

resim elde etmemizi saglayacak, ilave bagka unsurlar
da vardur. Ibn Haldun'un tiimdengelimci metodunda,

Wesley Mitchell gibi Amerikan institutionalistleriyle
baz paralellikler bulunmaktadir. Wesley Mitchell, '

oncelikle istatistiki bulgulan toplamak ve ardindan
da bunlarnin bizi gétiirecedi hipotezler iizerinde
durma seklinde ifade edebilecegimiz bir metodu be-
n imsemektedir.14 Mitchell is devinimi teorisini
arashrms fakat bunun sebebinin, yénetimin degisen
tabiah ve rolii de dahil olmak iizere, kuru.rnsal
gelismelerle iliskili oldugu sonucuna varmugtir.15 Ibn
Haldun, aynca iktidarlar ve yoneticilerle ilgili evrim-
sel bir goriise sahip olup, onlann birbirlerinin azih
diismanlan oldugunu diistinmekte ve yikiliglannin
sebeplerinin (tohumlarinin) bizatihi basanlarinda
sakh oldugunu ifade etmektedir.

Tipk: Joseph Schumpter gibi fbn Haldun da &zel
sekidr ve bu sekttrdeki sanatkar ve zanaatkarlar
hakkinda olumlu diisiinmektedir ki bu, Schumpter’in
miitegebbisle ilgili gériisiiyle kismi benzerlik arz
etmektedir.16 Ekonomik aktiviteyi tesvik eden ve
biiyiimenin katalizérii gérevi géren iste bu sanatkar

ve zanaatkarlardir. Zira bunlar, istikrarh ekonomik

ortamin sadladii yeni firsatlara cevap vermekte-
dirler. Ibn Haldun'a gére, béyle bir ortarm saglamak
iktidann ekonomiyle ilgili son derece 6nemli bir

13 See Robert E. Lucas Jr., “Today's macroeconomic revolutionary,”
Michael Parkin and David King, Economics, ikinci baski, Addison
Wesley, 1995, i¢inde s. 886-887. Daha fazla bilgi icin bakz.
Robert E. Lucas Jr., Studies in Business Cycle Theory, Basil
Blackwell, Oxford, 1981, s. 215-239.

14 Mark Blaug, a.g.e., s.. 678-681. Amerikan institutionalist ekono-
mi ile ilgili daha detayh bilgi igin bkz. Ingrid Hahne Rima,
Development of Economic Analysis, beginci bask, Irwin Books,
Homewoed, [llinois, 1991, s. 421-439.

15 wj.c. Mitchell, Business Cycles and their Causes, 1960.

16 Joseph A. Schumpeter, Business Cycles and their Causes,
McGraw Hill, New York, 1939, ikinci bask, 1964, s. 105 vd.
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cannot respond to the demand for their products

because of the disincentive effects of taxation.
Expectations of further price rises and ever
increasing taxes drive some of the artisans away,
further exacerbating the difficulties .of those
remaining. This would seem to be very close to real
business cycle theory with its largely negative view
of the role of government.

There are additional elements in [bn Khaldin
which provide a more complete picture. With his
inductive methodology there are some parallels with
American institutionalists such as Wesley Mitchell,
who was concerned to first amass the statistical
facts, and then see what hypotheses these
suggested.14 Mitchell investigated business cycles,
but saw their cause as being related to institutional
developments, including the changing nature and
role. of government.15 Ibn Khaldin also has an
evolutionary view of governments and rulers, seeing
them as their own worst enemies, as the seeds of
their destruction lies in their very success.

Like Joseph Schumpeter Ibn Khaldin also has a
positive view of the private sector, his craftsmen
and artisans bearing at least some resemblance to

Schumpeter's entrepreneurs.16 It was they who

propelled economic activity and acted as the
catalyst of growth, as they responded to the new
opportunities which a stable economic environment
provided. For Ibn Khaldiin the securing of such an
environment is the key economic task for govern-
ment. It was when the state itself undermined
economic stability that creative energy dries up and
becomes dissipated.

At a time when many economists question the
role of the state, there would appear to be much to
be learnt from Ibn Khaldin which has application
long after his time, and well beyond the Islamic
world. This is recognised in the fact that there has
recently been a revival of interest in Ibn Khaldiin's
work. Sadr's contribution has received much’ less
attention outside Muslim economic and judicial
circles. Nevertheless there is much which he has to
say which will interest all those concerned with the
interaction between ethical and religious values and -
economic behaviour. Whether he can be classified
with Tbn Khaldiin only time will tell. Nevertheless the
time may be right to evaluate his work from an
ethico-economic standpoint. Ibn Khaldin's work

14 Mark Blaug, op.cit., pp. 678-681. For a more detailed discussion
of institutional economics see Ingrid Hahne Rima,
Development of Economic Analysis, Sth edition, Irwin Books,
Homewoed, lllincis, 1991, pp. 421-439.

15 w.C. Mitchell, Business Cycles and their Causes, 1960.

16 Joseph A. Schumpeter, Business Cycles and their Causes,
McGraw Hill, New York, 1939, reprinted, 1964, pp. 105ff.



gorevidir. Bizzat devletin ekonomik istikrari zayiflat-
tig1 zamanlarda yaratici enerjinin zayflamaya yiiz
tutmasi ve yok olmasi kagimlmaz olur.

Bir cok ekonomistin devletin roliinii 'sorguladig
giiniimiizde, kendinden sonraki dénemde de etkisi
olmus ve tistelik de bu etki Islam diinyast sinirlarnmn
disina tasmis olan Tbn Haldun'dan &grenecek ok
seyimiz olmali. Son zamanlarda ibn Haldun'un eser-

lerine yénelik ilginin tekrar canlanmis olmasi da-

bunu teyid etmektedir.

Sadr'in katkilan miisliman ekonomi ve hukuk
cevreleri disinda ¢ok az ilgi gérdii. Bununla beraber
ekonomik tavirlarla etik ve dini degerler arasindaki
karsihikh etkilesim konusuyla ilgilenen herkesin
Sadr'in bu konuda séylediklerinden alacaklar ¢ok
sey vardir. Sadr'm Ibn Haldun’la aym kategoriye
konulup konulamayacag konusunda yargyi zaman
verecektir. Fakat onun eserlerini etiko-ekonomik
bakis acisindan dederlendirmenin tam da zamarudir.
-ibn Haldun'un eserleri bu bakis agisindan hareketle
basanh bir sekilde yeniden yorumlanmshr. Sadr'in
eserlerini benzer metodla mcelemek de &gretici
sonuglar dogurabilir.

iSLAM EKONOMISININ BiR ONCUSU OLARAK {BN HALDUN

has been successfully reinterpreted in this manner, and it
might be instructive to treat Sadr in a similar way.
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