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WESTERN. INFLDENCE UPON THE OTTOMAN INSTITUTIONS 
THE COUNCIL OF rSTATE AND THE COUNCIL JUDICIAL 

REGULATIONS 

By Hulusi YAVUZ 

I 

ÖZET 

Osmanlı Devleti'nde :batılılaşma hareketleri, 1854 Kınm Harbi'n
den sonra daha da lhızlanmıştır. Bilhassa 1856 Isiahat Fermanı'ndan 
sonra, Fransız :ve İngiliz elçilerinin tazyiki ile ızecri ;bir hal almıştır. 
Bu zorlama, bizzat bu son fermamn hazırlanışında aleni olaralr yapıl
dığı gibi, batılı !fikir rve hayat tarzının, bir !İslam cemiyeti olan Osman
lı ülkesine çeşitli ikanallarla sızması suretiyle de olmuştur. Bugünkü 
adiiye teşkilatının esasını teşkil eden Divan-ı Alıkam-ı Adliyye ile bu
gün Danıştay denilen Şura-yı !Devlet'in kuruluşu işte böyle tesirlerle 
olmuştur. Bunlarda bel1i /başlı üç tesir vardır: 

al Fransız tesiri, bl, Sadrıazam Ali Paşa'nın Girit isyanını bastı
rıp geldikten sonra hazırladığı layiha, cl Genç Osmaıtlılann faaliyet
leri. Aşağıdaki raraştırınada batıdan müteessir olan bu üç tesir üze
rlııde durulmuştur. 

Since tıhe C11imean War in 1854, th'e iınrflluende df the wesıt was 
more o!brv'irouıs[y felıt in Turkey. Co!l11sequenıt upcm wh'idh the sıocıial and 

. the pı()ltiticaJ life of' the country was enooumged to f:ollıow the western 
model. The Muıslim OViıoman Sta'te ıtıageiıher wiıth the dns~i:tutions of it 
we,re oibllirg~d .to roe reiformed. In fa.ot ;fJhe main reason for tlhe initiaıl 

stages of we'sternıi~aıtiön were t'haıt Tui1key had a romanon border 
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wıith Europe ~and tıhe wesıtetm :i:deaı ooıu~d easiJ:y be perneıtrated into the 
oounıtry throuıglh ımass medlia, lbodk1s, stu'denıus who had studied in ,the 
oapitals af Eu:rıope and some infJ:uenti'aJ statesmen who haıd been 
fasoinruted by the wesrtern way of lıiıfe as wel[ as weıstern C:i~lizatıion. 
Therefore, one of the crna~in indkaıtiorJl!S af the western inlffiuence had 
emerged on the e:sıtaıb[liıshment of the Council of Judicd,aJ Regu}rui!ions 
and the Counoi[ of S'tıa te. 

Ahmed Gevdet Paş:a (1822..:1895) ı, an open-ıminded 'alim anda dis
tinguished OtJboman hiistıorian, was an a:rıah:iıtect orf manıy educıationaı, 
lega;l and to some e:ı0tenlt admlinıistraıtıive reform's. Hiıs fame stands on 
his workıs, In particu[ar, .iJt was tıhe worlk of Alhımed Cervde't Başa made 
after 186,8 whidh mmdıe hiim an ıimmortaJ f1ig:ure. in Turkish legıal his
tory. DUlring the reign af Sultan CAibdu'l-'Aziz (1861-1187,6) iımprorve

menıts and modif1icaıtıioıns of the judica[ organizat'ion were based on 
the Paşa''s ideas2. The ıdflfice wh1idh anaide him resp0il1ısliblle fior a!l:l the 
legal modern:i:zaJtion waıs that of the Presıidency of the Councti.l otf Ju
dioial Regu~atlions Divan-ı Alıkam-ı 'Adliyye), Which waıs set up toget
her with the Cıouncil of Staıte, on ll Zi'l-ka'de 12H4/5 Maroh 1868. 
Then, the old Supreme Council of JudiciaJ Ordinances, wich had been 
joined by the Tanzimat Counclil in 1861, was replaced ibiy tiJ:ıe{se two 
new bodies tJhe Oounc!H of Judiciall RegulıaıtJions am_d the Oounci[ of 
Sıtate. Cevdet Paşıa was .girven the ta;slk of maık>ing reıguJ,a'tlions and e's
taıbHshing otlher insıtttultJionrs •Oif tlhe Oouncil af Judioia[ Reıgu'lıa!tions It 
became a supreme oourt of appea[ and ca;ssatıion. MJtihıat Paşa, too, 
tooık chrurge of estafbl1iıs!hin,g tJhe Counıc!i[ af Sltaıte3. 

Tt ils belierved thaıt the fbundaltıiı0111 of tlhese two tıop Göıv'ernment of
fices was ısıtimullıated by the fioolıowı:inıg three faJa!Jotıs: a) F:rıendh rinflu
ence, b) the memorıamdum of 'Ali Paşa sen:t badk firıcxm Creıte late in 
1867 w'h!i'l'e he wıa'S reıs:toring orde•r in the aıgitarted ~is:land, and his imp
ressionıs there, c) anld tihe adrveınt of t!he Young Ottomanıs4. 

Since the Crimean W,ar, France ha;d nıaıintadrneld a watdh. orver the 
Porte, am_d Wli's!hed the Ott'Oirnaın Gövernmenıt to carry out interncal re
forms. Francıe hiad a traıdlitlionaıl cıonne'ot'i101ll with the Otıtoman:s in re
formıinıg Tuıtkey'ıs mhli'tıary in:srti'turtd.ons. rt was wiıth French. a:ssisltance 

(1) Furtıher on hi'S !He ,and woııks see, H. Yavuz, ·ftlhmed Cevdet Paışa and the Ulıema 
of his l:ime», Islam Tetkikleri Enstitüsü Dergisi, VII: 3-4 (1979), pp. 177-198. 

(2) E. :Ciıy;a ~a,ral, Osmanlı Tarihi, A:n!karaı 1954, vıı. p. 165. 
(3) Ce~vdet, Tezakir, ıv. p. 84; Bbul'uıl'a Mardin, Medeni Hukuk Cephesinden Ahmed 

Cevdet Paşa, Istanbul 1946, p. 98; A. Haydar Mithat, Mithat Paşa, Ha)liat-ı Siyasiyyai Tab
şıra·l lbret, Istanbul 1325/1907, p. 61; A. Mi1!hat, Oss·i lnktlap, ı. ıp. 107. 

l4) E. Zllıya, Karai, Osmanlı Tarihi, vıı. p. 145. 
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that tlhe fli:rsıt arttıemp'bs were made in tra1nıing and reconısttrud!ıiıng the 
Ottoman aıımy in the tiıme af Malhmıld I Cd. ı 754), Musltıafu III (d. 
ı 774), aınd Se[fun III (d. ıs08). Moreaver, Fcrance conıtrilbuted more mi
litary supp[ie:s tıo Turlkey duırlinıg tfuıe Crtin:nean Waif' tilian tfue other 
memJbers of tfue taJllieıs. In 1867, tfuerefure, ,s!J:ıe triıed to interfere W!ith 
the reforms in return for her alid iın tlhe waır5. In a note, daltıed 22 Feb
ruary ı867, tJhe Fren'dı ~~ove,rnment all[eged thaıt, aıt J'esastt, nineteen -
articles of the Hia;tJt-ı Huım1cliyün of 1856 had fal:illed iın til:ıe face of the 
iınertia of tfue Turıkiısh Gavernımenıtı6. 

The Frencih note urged tlhıe fulfli1ment af the Hat. Aımong otiheır 
tblilllıgıs ~thaıt it s:in'~led out were: the questlıon of admitıt'ing Cih:risitians to 
offices of the :Stıa1te; the partioipation of a;];l in mmıüacy serv'ice rus a 
means to aıcfui,eve equa1ıity and a sense of pulb]ic spiriıt; the orıganiza
tion of pu:bl:ic in:struotion whklh requiıres second.ıary and m'ixed soho
oils, and sahoal's for ıth'e traJininıg of teadhers; iJhe foundation of a uni
versity open ıto both Mus[im and Chrisltians, in w'hicih was tautght not 
onJy mediıdine, lbut ,aJlıso other soienceıs, hdstory, manag'emenıt, and 
liaw. Further, the Frenalı ınemoranduım suıgıgest,ed til:ıe extem.si.on of 
the admmistra:tJrve and judidary system akeady introduced in some 
provıince1s as a resu:~t of ıtfl:ıe new organizıa:tion of the vihl.yets in ıs66. 
Thliıs system, iit oon:tJinuıed, Wlhiıdh did hıonour tJo the Tur'kiisih Govern
ment and deserved to be ,enoouraıged, reısted on an increasin:g1ly ooımp
lete sepaira!t'ion of the jud!iciaıry and tfue administrıaıtti:ve cıoıınmands, 

amd on tıhe crea!tion of m'ixed di!VIi:l .triJbuına[s, ınıade up of equal mem
bers of MusUms and non-Musillirms, judıginıg lawsuilt's betwe·en Musl'iıns 
and nıan-Murs[1im's. Iıt waıs necesısıa.ry ·UO exam:ine wheıtlheır til:ıe method 
of eleotion adiapıbed for tihe forırnatiıon of tıhıose civli[ tr'ilbuna[!s wıars lialble 
aıt that tlime, and aJt least in the fulture, to giıvıe goıod cll:ıoi'ce1s, and if the 
poSiitlion whlicih wourrd henceıfiDir'tlh be maide f1oc the Cil:ı<dsrtiıan judges, 
was of a !klind to pJ_ıace tfuem equa[ to tlheir task. Moreover, the deve
lopment af tlhe insrtJiituJtion of tfu•e 'Ik'ilbunaı~s of Commerce waıs to be 
considered. 11he drawing up of a new oode af oommerce more comp
Iste than tıha.t which exiısrted tJihen, wa's esısenrbiaJ. It wöuld Ibe neces
sary to introduce ,in it afll th'e artJicle's of the French Civliil Code app
licable to commerciall ınıatrters. 'I1he Frrench memroııanıduıın oonıt~nued 

(5) Enıgıel!hardt, Türkiye ve Tanzimat: Devlet-i 'Osmanlyyenin Tarih-I ls!ahatı. trans!. All 
Re,şad, ıstanıbul 1328/1910, p. 222; of. Mahmud CeH31ü'd•Diın, Mir'at·ı Hakiıkat, (Istanbul 
1326/1908), pp. 28ff. 

(6) See, Note sur ılıe Hatt-ı Houmayoun de 18Sr6, en date de ParJ,s, le 22 fG'Ifrler 1867 
(17 ohewa'l 1283). ılın Le 'Baıron 1. de T,e,sta, Recuell des traltes de la Porte. Ottomane, Paris 
1892, vırı. pp. 418·422. 
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tha:t thıase who drew up ıthe Otıtıoman code, in faot, Hmit'Eld tlhemselıves 
to oopyi'l1!g certıain p:rıavlisiions of tJheiır code of comımeırce, wli!thout tJhin
kıing tlhat tJhe general princrirpl<eis of the ocmten1ıs were in the Oirv•il Code, 
fJ'Ioım wilüdh tJhey haJd to be e:xltraoted in order to make them flilgure in 
the Code of CommeT'Ce ~n tlhei:r prıaper conrtexts. 7 . 

On tlhe other ihand, Mon6ieUır Nioholas - Brasper Bio:urree, the 
Frenclı a~mıbaJsısaJdıor to the Porte, wa:s a dOS'e friend olf 'Ali Paışa, the 
Grand V.:iz1ier of the t'ime. He hıaıs .been incUJlcattlinıg in 'Ailıi Paşa tlhe ii;dea 
of stre'11!gtheninıg tıhe O~tıaı:n:an admlin:iıstmtiOill 'by tlhe lliihera~ insıt,itu

tiıons, illı:a1t is, a ooun'CJi[, sinıd]ıar tJo tlhose of the Frendh and A'U!sitrıian 
Conseil d'Etat, in vv-lJ:ı'ich tlhere ornılid ibe represen1t'aıtives of ibath Mwsl:iım 
anıd Ohırli'Sitliam OOIDiffiUnitie\S 8. 

The seeand fa'OiJor inf!luencing the replıaoemenıt of iıhe CouncM of 
Judicial Ordl.iınail!ces (Meclis-i Vala-yı Alıkam-ı 'Adliyyel bıy tJhe new 
Ooun~l of Sitate and the Counc'ill oif Jud'iıoia:l ReguliaJtiionıs, wıas Aıli Pa
şa's own ideıaıs whJidh he pronıounoe!dlin h!iıs me morandum. He sen't 
saveraıl oamımuni!caltiiiOn's from Cre1te when he wa:s setıtl::im1g tlhe aff:airs 
of the Isıland frıom Ootdber 2, 1867 onwards. Of these, the one which 
w as dalted 3 Şa 'ban 1284/:30 No'viemnlber 1867, i's :Daımouıs anrd conıveys 
wha:t he had in ım'ind. He wıas, e~iden'tly, inıfl:uenced by the speedh of 
Napdlıeıon III, who spdke in the Frenoh Pa,:riliament, ahout tıhe Uırlgent 
need :tıor better condi:t!ion:s af the Clhristtiian:s in Tur!key 9. 

11he firıSit hıalf of 'Al:i'.s meımıorandum descrıilbe1d the intern:ationa~ly 
isıolated amd ınternalıly danıge:rıous oonldli>tiıon of the Bmp:i:re. 'Ali Paışa 
starıted by referırin:g to the world's poTitioal oh:anges whiloh puıt the Em
plire inıto a deıspe:rıaıte sittuation. Franoe, he sad:d, beıgan to interfere 
with our every s1nıgle iss·ue aıs if tihere was no treaty between uıs. 

«Ervery naltion ha:s a rliigh\t to elect i.ts own gorvEmrmr and gorvernıment 
whenever iıt wishes. One nart'iiOn ca;nnOit ob1'iıge the otiJ:ıer to oibeıy its 
own s•overei1gnty» Franıce was repo:rte:d tJo haıve sıa!id. By ultJter.inig t'his, 
(Ali added, France wan'ted bo a1gi:ta;te people in the world, notaibly the 
Chris'tia;ıı uni~mrıilties in Tutkey. EnıglranJd, too, he continued, a!bstained 
f1ronı ·tlhe aa:ses wh'ioh were n:dt harmfu[ to ·iljjs eoonomic interests, and 
in partiCUJJ:ar, ilt did not opplose na.@onali:sm ibec:ause En1gland itseilf' is 
a free countrıy; tlherefıore we 'Can no lon1ger h:ope Enıgl.and to he[pıs us 
in any way. Apa'I'it frıom tihat, the Grıand V1:izıier reım:arked that Rıuıs'sia 
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hiais h~d intere:sıts in T:urkislh teııritories s'inoe tlhe tıime of Peter the 
own ends. Bven when it at!teımpted to aclıiieve ·its goal fi!ftee:rı years 
aıgo Western Powers sıtood aıgalinst it, and evem.tuall.ly tihe Tre.aıty of 
Paris w.aJs s:i!gned in 1B56. The resıt of tlhe memıorandum of 'AH Paşa, 
wJ:ıtdh ool1'vey<s 1frıe cli:rıcumısıiJances of itıs t'ime, can be summed up as 
fullowıs: 

«The Outaman State was lett aJl:one. In order to resist 
1frıe e:x;ternall. pe.ıiil and jnıteırna!l diıf1ficuJJ:tüe·s it has been dest
mying its moSit protdrUK:::tliv~ly es1sentia1 popu[.aJtion, and 
spendinıg cerıtalin revenue flor defence. Oonısequent'ly, the 
Stwte ha!s tbeen lef!t w.i!lfrı no money ro spenıd on de·ve[ıopment, 
and no time .to thJink aıbout tJhe 'be!Slt reguiJ.ationıs for the be
nef1t of the oountry. Neiıther the peoptle lliOr tfue puib[lic tre
aısury can endure this· burden anıy more. It i!s no longer 
poss:iıb1e to k·eep mrore than ten miılUon Chris'tlitans a's Otto
man suJbjects who arre fihled with ~spli:rıa:tions to become 
independent. Sıo, tJ:ı•ere ts no tlime for hall.f measures. Wit
hou't oaring aJbout any minor losses aJt the expense of the 
oounıtry, it iıs even more than a farz (obli:garlxn:y dut~) to
day, rtıo put an end to t!he exteırnall danger and to rescue 
tlhe StJaJte of Muh!ammed and the pea:ple oıf Isltam, from a 
whJirlpodl of annliihi[aJtJiom. intıo which tıhey are ur:ged to ifall. 
It is more than ltkely that the Ellnrpire whilll ha:ve to f,ace in
ternaJl viots and intterna'tJiona:l urpheraJvaJl if the merasures are 
not taken in time. A whirJwind has appeared on rt'he ho
r:i:zton, thıat is, tfue inltegri•1ıy Of the Empire its in danger due 
to exıternal inrtervention and dom~s!türC revıoil't, so soıme car
gıo must be jeitttlisoned to sa ve tlhe .shd.rp. 

In thiıs a:ge, Europe spre.ads a!l:;ıroad the ideas o!f lilberty, 
equaHıt'y, and the oppıorttunilıy for everyone to 'be aıb1e to 
obtain eu:np~.oymenıt and ranJk, regar'd[ess of race and sedt. 
11h'is its tlhe case in Europe; there ils no word of Cart!holdcs, 
PrıoteıstJant:s, Jews ,and athffis'1ıs, ailil are fbrgiO(t'ten when one 
appl:ires 1ıo oflflice. Thes·e Europaarn ideaıs hwve h:ad muah a:f
fe~cat on our Clliriıs:tJiıan sıulbjeots miOSit of whoını are edu:oated 
m Eu:rıope and Greece, and sıo better fitted :Dor offli'ce than 
ony one elıS'e. And suoh eduoat~d people aire inc:rewsing. 
«We do nıoıt ha~e equaıl ri:ghts wiıiıh Mwslliimıs in leıgal mat-

45 



46 

ters, becau:se we are not Muls[ıim. We are fo:rısalken, and left 
wiith ce:rıta'in jolbs arnd dut:ies alıtıhouıg'h we, too, aTe citd.zens 
and suJbjedts Oif the samıe Sltaıte», some of t!he Christıians 

were reported to hruve sraid. Therefore, it iıs goling to be im
possib[e to ru~e tlhem iıf hlıe Sita;te does not take measures 
to stop the fioreign infJuenoe on i:tıs suJbjeıcrts, bry impifovting 
the ir oondıiıtions .. As theıir eduoo1Jion is advancing step by 
step, tıhey aJways hope :Eor more support f:rıom the Powe:r's. 
So, fueir oondi11J:iJon:s slho'lrld be gıood ıas those of whom tihey 
en:vıy in Europe. The on[y meruns to aob'ieve thli.s is to gd.ve 
them ıeqıua~ opporttuni!ties in jdb:s, rıa;n'ks, and legal matters. 
Then tlhey woullid :nıo longer pary a'tltenltion to the. s~:ren can 
of foroi;gn prıopag1andi's1ts, and instead wouid regard them
sel!ves not as held in sulbj,edtiıon by o Mus'l.ıim sltaıte, but as 
s:uıbjeotıs of a mon:arch who pmtedts all equa[Jy. 

FJn:anTiy, there ii.ıs no a~tern.aı1llive other t!han emıploying 
Christ1iıanıs in gıovernmen:taıl aıffaıins, brut wirth the conditi
on that 1tıhey haıve to be aıble to write and read Turk'iısih about 
wr.ı!i.oh, nei!tlhe:r tiJ:ıemısıe[vces nor the Pıowers would s,aıy any
tıhi:ng. And aıgain, there i:s no ohıoıioe otheir than düling it, 
because we cannot treıat rtlhe Chrisıtians aıs if it were. two 
hundred yeıars ffigıo. Be:stides, we cıou[d not rersist the two 
hundred md.[[li.on popuJaıtion of tlhe Chdstıian Powers who 
stand as tlhe prıorteotor af the non-MusıHm mıinof'irt:ies. Here, 
we have to change our atrtiltuides towrard:s them, otheil'"Wise 
we wıouJd lase tJhe Ot'toman Empire. In 1Jha;t case o:ur nation 
aınd re:lig:ion woulld hruve no owner. 

One of the importanıt reasıons f1or tfb:e Chrilsıt[ans' 1rrita
t~on iıs tlhe albsenoe of su~ıtaJb~·e sdhools, and tlhelir ohli[dren go 
1ıo Greeoe and Rus'Siia Where an:ti-Turk1Sih fee[linıgs are in
cuıoaıted. Iıt irs, tiJ:ıerefore, .an ~essentiail dutıy up:on the Srtate to 
teaoh the peop[e. The cmılry safegard againıst tlhe a;giıtrators 

~s tlhe fuSiion of a~J.ıl tiJ:ıe sulb1edtıs, MusHm aı:nld non-Muslim: in 
tJhe same sdhoolis. 

Anıother oomplaıinıt is aıbourt our law-oourts. So, a new 
civ@ code, su:ch rus Eıgypt was inauıgurıaı1Jing on :the We:stern 
model, s!h!ouid be drawn up in order to hea!I" m:ixed ooses 
in the mixed trilbunallis. 11hiis wıould not oontr,aıvene tlhe Şeri' 
at. 



La~stJly, ifrı:e on[y solution of the Empire is tiıe fuslion of 
am. its sulbj'eıcts dn aH exeapt reJ'iıgious maıtters» 10. 

I:t iıs obviouıs thrut (Ali Pa:şa was f1orceıd by the pressura 
of events ıto w:rıiıte the words quoted a!bo,re. Here, he did not 
mention the Council of Stırube and the Council olf Judidai 
Regu1atıiJons, art aJ[. Buıt he seeıms, at leaJst, to be wriJ.lJng to 
approve of such o!I'Iganizartion's. lit is, however, true that their 
esta:bJishmenıt ıb.ecaJıne a rea1iitıy as soon as he returned to 
Iıstanlbu1 on 29 FeibrUıa:ry 1868. On Maııch 5, 1868, lesıs tihan a 
wee:k aft~er hi:s a:rri!vıal, the order wws issued to replace the 
old Supreme Coıuncıi1 wrth ıthe sair two hodıies ıı. 

As :Dwr as tlhe o:iJvıil oode ıi:s conceLrned, tihe s[gn[ficance 
of hıis memorandUilll wil remain as one of the reasons be
hind the codtificaıtıiıon of the Şeri'at, ~that is the compilartion 
of tıh·e Mecelle 1zy a committea headed by Allımed Cevdet 
Pa!Şa f:rıom 1888 onwarcLs. 

Lastily, tlhere waıs a g:rıowing fee1inlg amongst the inıtel-
1eotuals th:aıt the reign of '.AJbdu'l-A:zi:z and the adımtin::i.strati
on of' .AJ.i and Fuıad were e:x:trerrnely aUJtocraltiıc. A third rea
sıon for illıe estaıblishment of ifue Oounıci~ of Sta:te and the 
Gounoil of Judiaial RegUılations wrus the New Ottoman So
oie·ty whic'h came to be kın.own in puib1ic in 1867. Intitlially irt 
wıas a seeret sooi~ety founded by ahalfa dozen young men 
in June 1865. Then .ilt was oa!Hed tlhe Patrriotic AH.iance (İt
tifak-ı Hamiyyetl. In Eu:rıope this group of people was 
known as Jeune Turquie. The ori:gtinal merrnlbe:rıs of the Pa,t
Iiiotic M11i.ance, we:rıe Mehimed Bey (1843-1874), Reışad Bey 
üla:ter paşa) (1844-1901), Nuri Bey (1844-1906), Ayetullah 
Bey (1846-187ı8), Namık Kemal (1840-1888), Refik Bey Cd. 
1865). 

Mehımed Bey, wh!o haıs been oa~[ed the «lspirit and chtief» 
of the Patrnotic AIH~ance, had :rıeceived h:is educartliıon in Pa
rus and ha;d retUırned after being equd.ppıed w:iJth the ideas of 

{10) Hay-ru'dJDin, Vesiii'k-i Tarihiyye ve Siyasiyye, {iıstaınlbul 1326/1908), vol. 5. pp. 72-81; 
A. Fuad Tü~!Ggeldi, Rical-i Muhimme-i S'iyasiyye, pp. 118-127. l'he oriıg·iınaıl of the memoran
dum may he found ·in BA, Yıldız arahiıves, K33/Z, 73/1507. M. Gelalu'd.mn, Mir'at-ı Hakikat, 
i. p. 30, and M. Kemal iınal, Osmanlı Devrinde Son Sadrıazamlar, istanbul 1969, p. 320/5, 
g'ive a summıary of it. A.D. Mordtmann pulblıisrhed a German traınslatiorı ıiın 1Jhe Augsburger 
Allgemeine Zeitung o:f 18 Sempember 1876, ıaınd ~epriınted Iın his Stambul und das moderne 
Turkenthum (Leipziıg, reıpriınted in hi·s 75-88 : R. Da!Vison, Reform in the Ottoman Empire 
1856-1876, Princeton 1963, p. 87, n21. 

(11) M. Kiemal ina!, Son Sadrıazamlar, p. 320/6; Davisıoın, p. 240. 
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comsrtiftuıti'on aınld porpUllar repreısenJtaition. He be1onged to an imrporıtaırıt 
fa..milly w1hose memlbers had served f•aıttih and 'sJtate. Both Nfui and 
Reşad haJd :learned sıame Frenıch. The;y ~irıst met Mehıme•t in the Go
verrumenıt offiıces. H waıs Mellımed from whom ibhey had lea:rnıed poJ.i
ticaıl nations, Whiılıe they were wor'killlg ii.n the T:ransJ.•altion Bureau of 
the Supreıme Oounıcil of Juıdiıc'ial Oi'dilllanceıs. Repor'tedly, Nuri was 
the formder of :tJhe PaJtri~tJ.ıc Al1iance, a:nd consequenlblıy came to be 
known as dı'ts president. The fourttih memıber, .Aıyetullah Bey, later to Çe 
a -neWlSIPa.pe redttor, came from:ı a wea:ltfrıy and weJ.!l-eduıcated f•amilıy 
of s:taltesmen. Tlhıe konak of hd.1s faıther, Suphi Paşa, wa,s a cantre of 
men of leıarınrrng !from amıo~gtSit Ea:stern and Wes.tern sdhıolaırn alilke. H 
was unthiınlkıaJbl,e ıtıhM an ıa uifutority on anıy suib1 ect silıould go throuıgh 
IstanlbuJ. witlhou!t visilting Surprn Paşa. The konak was a kin:d of acıa
damy of sdience. Ayetulltaih Bey, t'herefore, had an oppor'tuniıtly to ac
quire a .sO\ld'd Wesıt•ern a'S weH as E:aısitern cu1ture. He learm.ed Frendh in 
hiıs youıth. !it wa·s AyeıtuH!ah who drew up the staıtuttes of the orıganiza
tion·on the ,madel of ithe Oarbonari Sıociiety, rthe seeret socieıtiY whioh iın 
the beg'irming of ,tlhe nineteenıtlh cenltucy haid fougıhıt agains:t the resto
ration in Framce an'd Iltaıly 12. 

The fifıtlh of tlhe tradiıtiK:maıl six was Nivınılk. Kem~u. who 
gained gırealte:&tlt pr:omıinenoe amonıgsı:t tthe memberıs. He was also · 
a Traıns~ıattion Buıreau emıplloyee, aınd tlhe erliltıor of Tasvir-i Efkar. He 
wrus hornin the town of Teıkirdağ im DeıcEUil'beır 1840. For a few monithıs, 
in hiıs youıth, he sitJudJied aıt ·tllıe Rüşdiyes of Beya;zıt and Valliide. Tıhese 
were new tıypels of mod,ernize!d ımıiddle schoolls ·thaıt had been esıtalb
l'isıhed duriilig the Tanzimat. Mos~t of hiis time between tıhe a:ges of ten 
and sıixteen years wa:s srpent in e~tens.iıve travel throughout the C'o
uıntry. He aıcccmııpaınietd his gr:a;nd!fwtiheır 'Aibdu'l-[aıtif Paşa to the bor
der tıowrı:ı of Kıaii's, anrl folrrowed him laıter to Safıia durling wiliiclh •tlime 
he dev,eil'aped his pa;tır1dtiiıc feelıings. By the year of 18ı57 Kemitl caıme 

(12) Şerif Maırdıiın, The Genesis of Young Ottoman Thought, Priınoeton 1962, p. 21; Ebuz
ziya Tevfiik, Yeni Osmanlılar Tarihi, (Istanbul 1973), pp. 83-84. Furtlher on Mehmed, see, 
E. Tewfik, İbid., p. 79 ~and ,parss'im; M .K •İnal, Son Asır Türk Şairleri, istanbul 1969-1970, pp. 
945-9'50; Ş. Mawdiın, op. cit., p. 12; Miil!hat Oemal K!unıtaıy, Namı'k Kemal, Devrinin insanları 
ve olayları, i. {l!stan!bul 1944), pp. 357fıf., 414-424; Aıbdu'r-Hahman Şereif, Tarih Musahabe
Ieri, istanıbuıJ, 1340/1921, pp. 173-175. On Reş:aıd, s•ee, E. T,evfik, op. clt., pıp. 78-79; M. C. 
Kuntay, op. cit., t 381·389; i. Alıaettin Fövsa, Türk Meşhurları, Ansiklopedisi, (>İstanbul 
1947?), p. 320. On Nuri, se,e, E. Tevfik, iıbiıd., p. 87; i. A. Glövsa, op. cit., p. 288; M.K inıal, 
op. oit., p. 1243f.; M. C. Kuntay, 'libid, IP· 389f. On Ay~etuı!ılıaih, see, E. Te~fiık, ~iib'iıd., p. 83f.; 
1. A. Gö~sa, ~ibid., ıp. 55; IM.K. lınal, Son Sadrıazamlar, pp. 142-144. Se~e also, T•arık Zıaıfeır 
Tuınaya, Türkiyede Siyasi Partiler, 1859-1952, istanibul·19:52, pp. 91-9'6; Kaya Bi'Jıgıeg'il, Ziya 
Paşa Üzerinde Bir Araştırma, (Erzurum 1970), pp. 79ff. 
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tıo IsbanlhuQ .and entereel the Trans'lation Bureau where he nıet most 
of hJiış New Qttorrıan friends. He stud!ied Hadis, Fıkıh, Tefsir, mryısrti
Cirsm, A.rııalbic an:d Per1sian lri'terartmre uınder the great soholaa:-s af h'i:s ti
me. At the age af niineteen he cmnpleted his re<lrigıiou's edrueaıt'ion. In 
1864 he ıbeca·rrıe the ed:Utor of Tasvir-i Efkar when its pu!bliislher and 
edritor Şina:sli Efen d~ ( 1824-1871) left IrSitanıbuıJ. f'Or Paris. The Olfflice of 
the paiper, ever since, lbeaarıne the rrıeetinıg piace of tlhe Patrıiortic Alli
ance meımibe11s 13. Whıi.le livtinıg in exirJ.e in Paris aınd lJontlfDn, Kemal 
oontinued to study law a:nd econom'ios 14. In London he wroıte aibout 
the oon'sltti.tuıtJironrai regiıı:ne, and tihe sodiıail and economic prob[ems of 
the Emp'h~e 15. All hJ:iıs wrttingıs appeared in Hürriyet from: June 29, 
1868 onWiards ~n l.Jondıon, and in 1872 in İbret, rtlhe la'Vter beil]g pufb1i
shed in Iıstaınlbu[. Tlhıe sıixltıh merrı!ber of the grouıp was Reıfıirk Bey, the 
owner of tlhe slhJOrt-illirve:d perctdd!iıcai Mir'at (Mirrror), fuunded in 1863. 
He, too, ıe.a;rned sıome Frenclh and wıoriked in t'he T~rans[alt!ion Bureau. 
He plrayeıd less of a rdle in the group tıhran h'i.1s ool1eaıgues heoause he 
dıied in 1865. .· 

The dımmediate atirrrı .af the group w:a!S to g<~t ııid of albso[ru!tfirsırn and 
prorrıote Ool]s:ti'tıultionalism. The o:r1iıglinıal puırpıose of t!he PatrriotJic A[~i
anoe, aıppar,enrt:lıy, had not ibeen dhanged unJti1 they were fioreed tro Hee 
to Europe in 1867. Then, tlhe name of t'he Paıtriotic All'lıiance wa,s cıhan
ged irı!tro tıhe New Ott10manıs (Yeni Osmanlıları, or Yıoung Otıtom1anrs. 
The merrılbersibJip had increased to 240 wdit'h:in the la!st two yeıars. The 
oonrsrtJi'tutional re:g1iırne was nOit tlhe srole aiırn for an of iıhem. They were 
a loose g·roup of indiıvilduali'srtıiıc irı:ııtel~eıatu•a.>ls whio had some sommon 
interesit in the sittu:aıtriorn af tlhe Eımıpire lin the second p[ıraıse of the 
Tanzima:t. 

Finst of aH they were opposed to the üght gdp of Aili and Fıuad 
PaşıaJs on the Ot'baman admlinistraıtion. Ali waB in pa!rıbicurlar their ma-

(13) lt seems Hke·lry 11hat the editorial ofHces of ~he nrewsrpape.rs of tihe times had been 
one of the pl.aoeıs to get tog11her. M. ~emaıl· inal, Son Asır Türk Şairleri, p. 1019, quotes 
Cevdet Pıaşa's «Ma'wzrat•, rin that part wıhi•oh tıoday has 'been lost, ~haıt tihe Nrew Otıtoman'i 
used to meet in the redıitoriıcıloffioe of Ceride-i Havadis. Cf. Ş. Mardin, The Genesis, p. 127; 
Davisoın, Reform, p. 188, n&O. 

(14) M. C. Kuıntaıy, Namık Kemal, ri. pp321, 537; Ö. Fa·ruk Akün, .Islam Ansiklopedisi, 
Art .. •Namı:k ~emal». 

(15) A Good derari of exoerıpts of ~emal as well aıs his friend Zirya Be'{, can be s:eıen iın 

i h san Sunıgu, • T•am'imat ve Yreıni Osmanıldaır•, riın Tanzimat 1, istanbul 1940, pp. 777•857. • This 
arrticle (of Sungu) ralsed considerablre iınterest among Tu~kish s·aholars 'because H purpor
ted to refute a myth, that of tihe Younıg Ottomans as advooates of thorouıgh Westernization. 
Sungu showed, by l·engtihıy rexc·enpts from 1Jhe Hürriyet, that!: iın fact thiıs mourthp,iece of the 
Young of government, aınd that re·liıgiraın was g'iven an undreni.aıb:ty ma1or role in the schemes 
of refoııms•: Ş. Mardin, The Genesis, p. 287. 
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in target. The hatred a;gainsıt hiım was cer:ta!iniy re!i.nrfiorced by the per
sonal grievenoes of some of them 16. The seoond, and srtrrıongest bond 
amongıst tlhem was a passdonata resen!to:nent of the European interfe
rence in tJhe aıffa!irs of the Emıp.ire since tihe Crimean W'ar ı 7. This 
interference staııted when Ru:ssia provo~ed the Chri!staıan sulbjects to 
rebeQ especially in the Ba!llkans, in order bo regain the loıss of credaibi
lity she suffered in the Wıar, .and recently attemprted the same in 
Crete and Serıbia. Ali Paşa, aıga!in, ibeoame Gııand Vtizıier on 6 Şevval 
1283/11 Februarrıy 1867. It was hti:s fifth Grand Viziereıte. Creite was still 
seething witlh rebellion, and Belgrade alerrıted to fre·e itseif from Tur
kish soldiers. Erventuallıy, the aity was evıacuated three days later. 
Blood:shed oontinued in Crete 18. The «Eıastern Questaon» wıas aıgain 
on the soene of interna~tional po:J.dlttas. In Tasvir-i Efkar, Kemal began 
ıto comment on current prdblems critaoising fioreign inıteTvention in. 
the Creıtıan affair 19. 1ihe eretan revıolution Jrept the Porte ibusy for a 
1ong time. Expedıi!tionary forıce's were sent to the is[and, but they rnet 
with little suocess . .A:t laıst, in the wi111ter of 1867-1868, Ali Paşa himself 
went to Cret·e. The inalblility of the Porte to deal with the Cre:tıan in
surreomon caus·ed bitte•r cr.iıticti:srn amo11Jg manıy people in the capdtal 
20. Besideıs, there was a gene.r:ail. resentunent aıt European interference 
in the af'Lairs of the Emp!ire. T!he new Ottoonan:s' oppıositı.ion to 'Ali 

. sternmed in part f:rıom tıhat sort of inıterlerence. 'Ali, according to 
them, «as foreign ınıiniıster or grıand vıiz·ier was fiorced on many occa
sions to yield to the preıssure of tlhe great powers and to deıa:ı. with 
rebelhon by oonaiiriation as weiH as by repressıion» 21. 'Ali, therefore, 
«Was rnercileısısly castiga:ted a:s lm.liser, despot, tyrant, grafter, ineffici
ent, weak, and des1troyer of the faith of believers in the rndgili.t o( the 
Padi.shah and Caliph.» 22. 

(16) R. H. Davison, Reform, p. 175. 
(17) Davison, loc. cit. 
(18) On the conditions at tıhe time of 'Aii's last te•rm. in 1ihe office conc·eming Russian 

agitotion, se.e, M. K. inal, Sadrıazamlar, pp. 21-23. 
(19) In .. February a1nd March of 1867 during tıhe time of erisis the Government was 

v•ery annoyed wirl!h two neWspıapers. One of these Wa•s Tasvir-i Efkiir, edited by N. Kemal; 
the other Was the Muhbir whos·e chief editorial writıer A. Suavi, had be•gan to cooperate 
with the Patriotic Alliance ·some time afte.r Hs foundation: Ş. Mardin, 25. 

(20) Mardin, The Genesis, p. 25. 
(21) R. H. Davison, Reform, p 175; cf. BHgegil, Ziya Paşa, pp. 81-83; M. C. Kuntay, 

Namık Kemal, i. pp. 1S7ff. A retrospectirve account on the events between 1839 ·1867 
which l·aid the foundatiıon f the New Ottomans, se,e, Ş. Mardin, op. cit., p. 14f.; A. Harndi 
Tanpmar, Ondokuzuncu Asır Türk Edebiyat-ı Tarihi, istanlbul 1•942, pp. 154-160. 

(22) R. H. Davison, Reform, p. 219. Ali's persone•l opponents we•re not only the New 
OUomans, but Reşid and Gevdet Paşas wer.e also ıincıluded. On the re•ason:s, s·ee, M. C. 
Kuntıay, op. cit., i. pp. 157-166. 


