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ABSTRACT 

On the two sides of the Ü::\."us, known taday as the Panj (Peyanj) River, on the present 
maps of Asia, there are t:wo large prov:inces both called Badakhshan, one in 
Afghanist:an, one in Tajikistan. The histarical Badakhshan seems to have lost its 
integrity as a result of palirical divisions. But is that the case? Has the t:wo large 
provinces always been referred to as Badakhshan? If the name of Badakhshan has been 
extended to refer to anather land, when was this extension made? Where are the 
borders of the histarical Badakhshan? If part of the land known today as Badakhshan 
was not part of the histarical Badakhshan, what was it named then? The purpose of 
this paper is to provide answers to the above questions using field studies, and 
reference books, histarical maps and travelogues. 
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BEDAHŞAN: TANIDIK BİR İSİJ\I, YABANCI BİR :NIErviLEKET 

ÖZET 

Asya'nın günümüzdeki haritalannda bugün Panj (Peyanj) nehri olarak bilinen Amu 
Derya'nın iki tarafında, biri Afganistan, diğeri de Tacikistan sınırlan dahilinde her ikisine 
de Bedalışan denilen iki büyük vilayet vardır. Ancak bu tarihi Bedalışan, siyasi 
bölünmelerin bir sonucu olarak kendi bütünlüğünü kaybetmiş görünüyor. Öyleyse bu 
durum nasıl ortaya çık:nııştır? Bu iki büyük vilayet dainıa Bedalışan olarak mı anılmıştır? 
Bedalışan adı, başka bir araziyi kastetmek niyetiyle genişierilerek h.-ullanılmış mıdır? 

Böyle bir genişletme mevcut ise, bu ne zaman olmuştur? Tarihi Bedalışan'ın sınırlan 
nerededir? Bugün Bedalışan olarak bilinen arazi parçası tarihi Bedalışan'ın parçası 

değilse, o zaman buranın adı nedir? Bu yazının amacı, saha çalışmaları yaparak ve 
kitaplar, tarihi haritalar ve gezi notları kullanarak yukarıdaki sorulara cevap vermeye 
çalışmaktır. 

Anahtar Kellıneler: Bedahşan, Pam:ir, Tacikistan, Afganistan, Rusya 
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1. Introduction 

On the two sides of the Oxus, known taday as the Panj (Peyanj) river, 
on the present palarical maps of Asia, there are two large provinces (a total of 
111,000 sq km). Both cailed Badakhshan, one in Afghanistan, one in Tajikistan. 
Both are mountainous provinces located in high alritudes in a part of Asia 
which is of unique strategic importance. The great powers of Asia: China, India 
and Pakistan, get close to each other especiaily in the east through the narrow 
corridor ofVakhkhan. Here is divided between the two provinces, creating, like 
a shock-absorber, a smail distance between them, the mountains funcrioning as 
a powerful strategic shield. Badakhshan has always been of comrnercial 
significance; in the past it was situated along the Silk Road and taday it is stili a 
significance trade zone due to its proximity to China, Pakistan, Mghanistan, 
Tajikistan and India. The two provinces are separated by the Panj River. At first 
sight, it seems reasonable that the river separates two distinct climate zones, but 
why are the two zones are cailed Badakhshan? Are the two provinces 
ecologicaily and geographicaily homogenous? 

2. Geographical situation 

A cursory geographical survey indicates the fact that Badakhshan 
province in Afghanistan has an almost homogenous climate whereas 
Badakhshan province in Tajikistan is not geographicaily homogenous; in fact, it 
consists of two distinct areas which are not even connected through a natural 
passage. The eriterian for provincial divisions, if it is not poliİicaily morivated, 
normaily depends on elimaric homogeneity or access roads to the capital or the 
shared ethnic, linguisric, or religious characterisrics of comrnuniries. This has 
not been the case with Gorno-Badakhshan province in Tajikistan. 

To explain this, it is necessary to first deseribe the geographical situarian 
of this part of the central Asia. The region under study is situated in the north 
of the Himalayas, where two mountain ranges separate: the Parnit Mountains in 
the north and the Hindu Kush mountains in the south. The two mountain 
ranges merge in the east, but to the west, they graduaily separate and slope 
away. The two mountains are separated by a narrow and low vailey where the 
Panj River flows. The slopes of both mountains alsa form smail and big rivers, 
creating narrow vaileys, reach the Panj River and, toward the west, they 
continue to flow to reach The Oxus1• 

The region extending from the western and southwestern slopes of the 
Parnit mountains to the northern and northwestern slopes of the Hindu-Kush 
mountains consritutes an almost homogenous climate zone, which includes 

W. Lud'IV-ig Adamec, Histoncal and Political Gazetteer rf Afi.hanistan: Badakhshan and the 
Northeastem Afi.hanistan (Graz: Austria, Akademische Druch-u-Verlangsastalt, 1972), p. 1-2. 
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high mountains, abundant rivers, deep and narrow valleys, permanent ice-caps 
in the heights. The weather is cold and mountainous and the valleys are green 
and fertile due to the excess of rain This region includes almost all parts of 
Badakhshan province in Mghanistan and a smail part of the Badakhshan 
province in Tajikistan, which is, in fact, a coastal strip to the right of the Panj 
River2• 

The Panj River, while it serves as the palirical border between 
Afghanistan and Tajikistan, does not separate two different climate zones. To 
provide a scientific explanarion, it is a fact that deep rivers usually form the 
natural borders between various geographical zones, but the Panj River is not 
deep and one may cross it easily. The present writer has seen this river and has 
noriced that, in certain places, the big rocks in the river make it possible to 
cross the river without even touching water. Naturally, such a river couldn't 
have served as a border; it is more reasonable to assume that the river 
funcrioned as a link between the people who lived on the two sides. This is true 
about many rivers in the world, with the two sides of the river being the ha bi tat 
of one narian with one civilizarion. 

Further evidence to show the linking funcrion of the river is that it 
served as the only access to the land to the right of the river. Up until the 
Russian conquest, there was almost no other access for the whole months of 
the year except the river itself3. Alsa, similar place names usedon the t:wo sides 
of the river further indicate this link: V akhkhan, Ishkashim, Shughnan, Rushan 
and Darvaz. 

Thus the coastal strips on the two sides of the river formed a unified 
zone which the border divisions destroyed. But what about the other areas of 
the Badakhshan province in Tajikistan? W ere they alsa separated from the main 
Badakhshan? This does not seem to be the case because, unlike the Panj river, 
the Pamir mountains and its northern and eastern slopes, consrituting three 
fourth of the Badakhshan province in Tajikistan, make a totally different 
climate zone. The Pamir, having a very high plateau which is called the roof of 
the world, is clod and dry, and is not appropriate for farming.4 These elimaric 
differences have resulted in differences in vegetarion and animal variety in the 
t:wo regions. Toward the plateau, there is not much vegetarion due to cold 

2 Frank Bliss, Soda/ and EcoJJOIIJic Change in the PaJJJirs: Gonıo-Badakhshan, Tqjikistmı, tr. By N. 
Pacult and Sonia Guss, London, Roudedge, 2006, pp. 18-25. 

Ibid, p.22. 

George St. George, Soviet Deserts and JVIomıtains (Amsterdarn, Time-Life Books, 1979), pp. 
122-137. 
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winds which seatter rainy cloudsS, whereas ın the westem slopes, they are 
engaged in agriculture and even gardening. 

The plateau is the habitat of the yak, but there is no sign of the animal in 
the western part of the region. For this reason, the very few people living on 
the plateau are engaged in animal husbandry,6 and the much larger population 
living in the mountainous areas are engaged in gardening and the related 
industries. Ethnically, the people living in the two regions are different too. On 
the plateau, almost all the local population belong to various Gerghiz tribes, 
speaking Gherghizi, but in the mountainous areas, the most people are Aryans, 
speaking the Eastern Iranian languages of Scytians and Tajiki.7 Almost all the 
population of the plateau are Sunni Muslims, of Hanafi sect, whereas the 
majority of the population in the mountainous areas is Shiite Muslims, of 
I sınaili se ct. s 

The Parnir Mountains separate these t:wo different zones. In some 
places, the mountains are so high and dense that they leave no natural passage. 
The natural passage connecting the plateau to Murghab went through U sh road 
(Gherghizestan) in the north east and the natural passage to the mountainous 
part to the right of the Panj River was possible by crossing the river in the 
south. In 1895, with the separation of the northem parts of the Oxus from 
Afghanist:;ı.n and its arı.nexation to Turkistan in Russia, this passage was limited 
and during the Soviet rule it was totally blocked. In 1934, howe:ver, they made a 
motorized road which connected Ush to the plateau (Morghap) and then to its 
southwestern part (Kharugh, centre of Badakhshan province in Tajikistan). 
Later in 1940, they made another road connecting the west to Kharugh. The 
purpose was to connect this large province to the center ofTajikistan.9 

3. Histarical survey 

The two Badakhshan provinces do not seem to have had a common 
history either. The Parnir plateau shows traces of human life in the antiquity, 

Ogonazar Aknazarov, Iskandar Dadabaev, and Dimitry Melnichkov, 'Ecotourism in the 
Pamir Region: Problems and Perspectives' lvfomıtain &search and Develop!Jlmt ,no. 22 (2002), 
pp. 188-190. 

6 Hermann Kreutzmann, 'Ethnic minorities and marginality in the Pamirian Knot: survival of 
Wakhi and Kirghiz in a harsh enviı:onment and global contexts', TheGeographical ]o11nıal, 
Vol.169, No. 3, September 2003, p.219. 

W. Barthold, A. Bennigsen and H. Carrere-D'Encausse, 'Badakhshan', Emyclopedia of Isla!JJ, 
2r.d ed (1986), vol. I, p. 853. 

B C. E. Bosworth, 'Pamir', Eııçyclopedia ofis/am, 2r.d ed (1995), vol. VIII, p. 245; Ralph H. Magnus 
and Eden Naby, Afghanistan: 1Hullah, ı'vfarx and iHujahid (USA, Western, 2000), pp. 84-5. 

9 Barthold, 'Badakhshan', p. 854. 
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specially Arian Sckiti.ans. 10 Pamir, literally "land of Arians", takes its name from 
the Aryan tribes, for Pam, in Arian languages, means land and ir means 
Arian.11Pamir has been the settlement of the Gherghiz for not a long time, 
whereas the Tajiks living in the southern part of the plateau boast a several~ 
thousand year civilizati.on.ı2 

The oldest sources referring to Badakhshan are the reports of Chinese 
Buddhist monks who traveled to this land in the 7rh and 8rh centuries. The 
reports indicate that Badakhshan was the name of a city as well as a province, 
corresponding to the present Badakhshan in Afghanistan. For example, the 
reports state that the distance between Badakhshan and In-po-kin, identified as 
the present Yumgan, is 200 li (about two days of walking), and the distance 
between In-po-kin and Kiu-lang-na, the present Kuran, is 300 li, three days of 
walking.B Since today Kuran and Yumgan are located in the south of 
Badakhshan province, the old city of Badakhshan must have been close to 
these two cities. On the other hand, the reports say that Badakhshan was 2000 
li (20 days of walking) in circumference.14 Thus Badakhshan us ed to refer to an 
area much smaller than the present territory of the two Badakhshan provinces. 
This is confi.rmed by Muslim geographers of the later centuries, for almost all 
of them, in their geographical descripti.on of this part of Asia, have recognized 
The Oxus as the border of I<hurasan and Transoxiana, considering Badakhshan 
as belonging to I<hurasan. Y aqubi, for example, writing in 891, has deseribed 
Badakhshan as one of the 7 4 iVIinbars ( centers) of Balkh, with Balkh belonging 
to I<hurasan.ıs Also, Istakhri, writing in 951, has confırmed Yaqubi, and 
menti.oned Badakhshan, as the center of a province of the same name, located 
in the west of the Jiryab Rivert6. 

There is no cansensus among researchers over which of the present 
rivers used to be called the Jiryab River17• So it is not easy to know where "the 

ı o K Enoki, G. A. Koshelenka and Z. Haidaı:y, 'The Yueh-Chih and their :iYiigrations', HistOI)' oj 
Civilizations oj Cm !ral Asia, ed. By Jan os Harmatta (Delhi, Mo ila! Banarsidass, 1999), vol. II, p. 
183. 

ı ı A. Shakhomarov, Pa!llir(Dushanbeh, no publication name, 1997), pp. 15-16. 

ız Adamec, Badakhshan, p. 6. 

13 Si-Yu-Ki, B11ddhist &cords oj the lf7estenı lf7orfd, tt. By Samuel Beal (London, Roudedge, 2000), 
pp. 291-2. 

ı~ Ibid, 29. 

ıs Ibn Wazih Yaqubi, al-Bo/dan, ed. by M. A. Sanawi (Beirut, Dar-el Kotob el-'Ilmiyyah, 2002), 
pp. 117-118. 

16 Ihrahim Istakhri, ai-M.asalik Jl!a-1 Ma!llalik, ed. by M. J. 'Abdul'al al- Husseini & M. S. Gharbal 
(Beirut, Dar-el Qalam, 1961), p. 279. 

li J. Marquart, Eranshahr, ed. By Fuat Sezgin (Frankfurt, Reprint of the edition of 1901 Berlin, 
Goethe University, 1994), p. 233; W. Barthold, T11rkesta11 Doıvn to the Mangol Im•asion, ed. By 
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west of the Jixyab River" is. It is not easy to interpret Istakhri's maps either 
because, first, he has recorded the word Badakhshan as ''Vakhshab", and, 
second, he has drawn the Oxus with no bends or turns whereas, in this region, 
the river turns a three-fourth of a circlets. However, a closer look at his map, 
and at that of Istakhri, reveals the rnistake he made in identifying directions. 
"Al-Junub", (the south), is in fact the east, and "Al-Shumal", (the north), is the 
west. "Al-Maghrib", (the west), is the south in modern day maps, so "Al­
Mashreq", (the east) must be the north. Now we understand that by "the west 
of the Jiryab River", Istakhri meant the south of the river and that Ibn Howqal 
has referred to the river as being the upper seetion of the Oxus, which is the 
present day Panj River. This rnistake in identify:ing directions was not made 
only by Istakhri and Ibn Howqal; a number of Arab and Iranian geographers, 
who probably followed them, made the same rnistake in identifying the lirnits 
of these regions19• That was probably why they were accused by orientalists of 
being vague20• 

What is relevant to our. discussion here is that Istakhri and Ibn Howqel 
have referred to Badaldıshan as being located in the south of the Panj river, 
within 13 days of walking distance from Balkh: two days of walking from Balkh · 
to Khulm, two days of walking from Khulm to Virvaleese, two days of walking 
from Virvaleese to Taiqan (Present province of Taliqan in Afghanistan), and 
seven days--of walking from Taiqan to Badakhshan21• These distances are 
exactly confirmed by many Muslim geographers who have written after them22• 

Thus . the road to Badakhshan passed through Balkh, whith is exactly the 
present route from Balkh (Iviazar Sharif) to Badakhshan in Afghanistan. Other 
Muslim geographers have confirmed the above distances with slight changes, 

Fuat Sezgin (Frankfurt, Reprint of the edition 1928 London, Goethe University, 1995), p. 65; 
B. Spuler, 'Amu-Darya', EI2 (1986), vol. I, p. 454. 

ıs Istakhri, al-1\1asalik, opposite of p. 145. 

19 Anonymous, Hudud ul-A/alli, ed. By M. Sutudeh (I'ehran, Zaban wa Farhang Iran, 1983), p. 
101; Abu Abdulllah Idrisi, Nuifıat-uiMushtaq Fi Iftiraq aJAjaq (Cairo, Mab.-ı:abat al-Thaqafat al­
Diniyyah, 1994), V. 1, pp. 483, 484; Safi al-Din Baghdadi, Marasid-al Itla'fi Ma 'njat-al A111kanat 
wa al- Buqa' ([Tehran], lithography, 1936), p. 263. 

20 X. De Planhol, 'Badakhshan', Elr (1988), vol. III, pp. 356. 

21 Istakhri, al-Masa/ik, p. 160, 158; Ab-al Qasim Ibn Howqal; Surat ul-arz (Beirut, Dar al­
Maktabat al-Hayat,n.d.), p. 380. 

22 Sham al-Din Mohammad Maqdasi, Ahsa11 ai-Taqasıi11 fi J\tfa'rifat ai-Aqalilll (Leiden, Bı:ill, 1962), 
p. 346; Abul QasimJeyhani (attributed), Ashkalul-'Alalll, tr. By Ali Ibn 'Bad-al Salarn Katib, 
ed. By F. Mansouti ( Mashhad, Beh Nashr, 1989), pp. 173-4; Idrisi, Nuifıat, pp.484 and 486; 
Yaqut Hamavi, 1\tfu}alliiii-Bu/dan (Beirut, Dar-e Sadir, 1977), p. 360; Baghdadi, Marasid, p. 65; 
'Imad al-Din Isma'il Ab al-Fida, Taqıvi111 al-Buldan (Paris, Dar al-Taba't al-Sultanyya, 1840), p. 
471. 
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sametimes offering more evidence which confırms that the name Badakhshan 
referred to its southern parts23. 

Thus it is clear that all Muslim geographers have explicitly or implicitly 
placed Badakhshan in the I<hurasan province and this province in the south of 
Oxus. The only exception is Hamdullah Mustu:fi, who has considered it as one 
of the cities ofTransoriana24. This mistake was due to the fact that Mustu:fi and 
his forefathers were treasure secretaries of the Ilkhans government and that 
their geographical information was based mostly on the information they had 
of the lands that paid tributes to the government. At the time of Mustu:fi, that 
was the 15dı century, Transariana had alteady been separated from Iran and 
was governed by Jaghatai Ulus, whose territory included Badakhshan as well25. 
Mustu:fi, who had never traveled to those regions himself and who did not 
receive tributes from Badakhshan and Transoriana, must have wrongly thought 
that Badakhshan, being part of the territory of J aghtai Ulus, was located in 
Transoriana. His statement, therefore, standing in opposition to those of all his 
predecessors, should not be given much weight, specially because other people 
writing after him, for example Itimad-al Saltaneh, who diedin 1895, reported 
Badakhshan as being located in the south of the Oxusz6. The travelogue 
attributed to Marea Polo gives evidence to the effect that the length of 
Badakhshan took 12 walking days to cross27. This is in line with the Chinese 
monks' report that said the circumference of Badakhshan took twenty walking 
days to cross. Clavijo, the Spanish arnbassadar who visited Transariana in the 
early 15dı century, wrote in his travelogue that the capital of Badakhshan lied 
to w ard the smail India2B. 

Local historians have not written about the geographical situarian of 
Badakhshan. That is probably because they thought their teaders knew about 

23 Ali Masoucli, Kitab at-Tanbih ıva'/ Ishraf( Leiden, Brill, 1967), p. 64-5; Anonymous, Hudud ai­
Aia!JJ, p. 105; Maqdasi, Ahsan, pp. 291 and 303; Anonymous, Tarikb-e Sista11, ed. By M. T. 
Bahar ( Tehran, Khavar, 1935), p. 27; Idrisi, Nuzhat, Vol. I, pp. 466, 486-7; Zakaria Qazvini, 
Athar-11/ Be/ad 1!7a Akhbar-11/ !bad ( Beirut, Dar-e Saclir, 1960), pp. 306, 489-90; Ab al-fida, 
Taqwi111, p.471. 

2-ı Hamd-Allah Mustufi, Nuzhat-u/Qulub, ed. By G. Le Strange (Iehran, Dunya-ye Ketab,1984), 
p.261. 

25 Ghiyath al-Din Khawnd Mir, Habib-ul S~·ar, ed. By M. Dabir Seyaqi (Tehran, Khayyarn, 
1983), V. 3, pp. 77. 

26 M. H. I'timad-al Saltaneh, Mirat-ul Buldan, ed. By A. H. Navaii and Jvlir Hashim Muhadclith 
(Iehran, Telıran University, 1989), V. 5: 2344. 

27 L. F. Benedetto, The Travel of Marco po/o, tr. By Aldo Ricci (New Delhi & Madras, Asian 
Educational Services, 2001), p. 56. 

28 Ruy Gonzales de Clavijo, C/avijo E111has.[J' to TaiJJer!ane: 1403-1406, tr. By G. Le Strange 
(London, Rutledge & Sons, 1928), V. I, p. 247. 
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that, so they did not feel the need to do so. However, from the information 
gleaned from their histarical wrirings, it is easily understood that by 
:J3adakhshan they meant a region in the south of the Oxus. To take one 
example, in the Tarikb-e Badakhshan, the writer writes thus: 

" ... dispatched Baba Khan to Amu Darya [the Oxus], 
instructing him not to allow the commander Abdul Ralıman (who 
was in Transoxiana at the rime) to cross the Amu Darya so that he 
will have to go to Kabul through a different route. One day before 
Baba Khan reaches Amu Darya, Abd al-Rahman crossed the 
water and set out toward Badakhahan .... "29 

Now we can daim with more certainty that the histarical Badakhshan 
was located on the left side of the Panj River, and that, most probably, the old 
city of Badakhshan was located sornewhere ab out the present Feyzabad. There 
is a detailed description of the formarian in 1600 of Feyzabad near the 
histarical city ofBadakhshan30. Alsa, Badakhshan the province must have been, 
in the course of history, almost the size of the present Badakhshan province in 
Afghanistan. But what about the coastal strips on the two sides of the Parı.j 

River? W ere they part of the histarical Badakhshan as well? From what was 
stated before, the answer is in the affirmarive, because of the similariries in the 
climate and connecring roads and of the inseparable bonds among the people 
who shared the same language, religion, ethnicity and history. 

But what were the histarical names of the other parts of the province 
Gorrto Badakhshan in Tajikistan, which cover the greater part of the province? 
Chinese monks31, many Muslim geographers32, certain tourists33 and histarical 
maps have alsa menrioned the name Pamir in reference to this area34. The local 
writers divided Pamir into two districts: the smail Pamir (Pamir-e I<hord: 
Wakhkhan), which was on the Chinese border and on the farthest east of the 
two provinces, and the great Pamir (Pamir-e Kalan), which included the north 
and north east slopes of the Pamir Mountains.35 Even taday, many of 

29 Sang Mohammad Badakhshi, Tarikb-e Badakhshall, ed. By M. Sutudeh (fehran, Jahangiri, 
1989), pp. 89-90. 

30 Katib-e Hazareh, Saraj-rtlTavarikh (fehran, Balkh, 1993), V. I, pp. 38-9. 

31 Si-Yu-Ki, B11ddhist, vol. II, p. 297. 

32 Yaqubi mentinoned there as 'Bamer': ai-Bo/da11; p. 120; Istakhri & Ibn Howqal both called 
there 'Famer'; Bamer or Famer are both arabized of the Persian Pamir: Istakhri, ai-J\!Iasalik, p. 
161; Ibn Howqal, S11rat 11l-afi, p. 381. 

33 Benedetto, Travel, p. 61. 

34 Ibid, p. 56. 

35 Buthan-al ddin Kushkaki, Rohlla!llq)'-e Qatgharı ıva Badakhshaıı, ed. By M. Sutudeh (fehran, 
Jahangiri, 1988), pp. 184, 11, 10, 198, 187. 
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Badakhshan people in Tajikistan refer to their province as Pumir and call 
themselves Pumiri. 

Thus there arise many other questions canceming the application of the 
name Badakhshan to this region: When and why was this region called 
Badakhshan? Wasn't the name Pamir more appropriate, especially because the 
Pamir plateau and mountains were located in the province Gorno Badakhshan 
in Tajikistan? Why did they annex two totally distinct provinces to form a 
province as large as almost half of the country? The answer these questions, we 
should take a glance at the palirical rivalries among the interested countries in 
this region in the last decades of the 19th century. 

4. Political rivalries 

In the last decades of the 19th century, Russia and England became 
interested in this region. Both countries tried to dominate the region through 
their puppet governments; that is, the Afghan king Amir Abd al-Rahman and 
the Khan of Bukhara, who sent rulers to this region36. The rivalry between the 
two countries resulted in the elimination of smalllocal governments. But until 
the foreign forces entered the region, these rulers were not able to resist the 
local people who fought for independence. Russia sought to access the Indian 
Kashrnir through Pamir37• To do so, it occupied Pamir in 1876, using the 
negligence of the neighboring countries, and made i ts presence of:ficial in Pamir 
by establishing a watch post in Murghab in 1885. Then announcing the 
dispatch of Chinese border troops to Pamir as the conspiracy of England38, it 
occupied Pamir of:ficially, annexing it to Farghaneh, which had occupied 
before39. 

The rapid advance of Russians in the central Asia and their mavement 
toward the south forced England to negotiate with them. The two countries 
signed an agreement in 1895, according to which the histarical Badakhshan 
belonged to the Emir of Kabul and the land to the right of the Panj River; that 
is, a smail part of the present Gorno Badak:hshan province, was taken from 
Afghans, and the Panj River was de:fined as the boundary between Afghanistan 
and the Russian annexations40. Russia annexed these new lands to the territory 

36 Mohammad Hasan Kavousi Araqi, Murasilat Dar Bab-e Asiqy-e Marka:{j ıJJa Qafqaz (Tehran, 
Vizarat Umur-e Kharijeh, 1994), p. 4; W. P. and ZeldaK Coates, SoJJiets in Ce/Jtra/Asia (New 
York, Green Wood,1951), pp. 17~5. 

37 Alexis Krausse, Rıtssia İ/J Asia: A &cord a/Jd a Strujy: 1558-1899 (London, Grant Richards, 
1900), p. 243; Svat Soucek, A HisloD' ofimıer Asia (Cambridge, Cambridge University, 2000), 
p. 199. 

38 Krausse, Rıtssia, p. 305. 

39 Barthold, 'Badak:hshan', p. 853 . 

.ıo Soucek, Histoa•, p. 199. 
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of the Khan of Bukhara, Abd al-Vahid· Ibn Mozaffar al-Din, but Pamir 
remained in its possession until the October Revolution in 191741, when the 
Bukhara Emirate was abolished. However, the political situation in the regions 
belonging to the Bukhara Emir, being far away from the capital, did not change 
immediately; it remained a scene of battle among the emir of Bukhara, the 
white Russians and Basmachis. It was not until 1925 when the Bolsheviks 
finally managed to seize power in Pamir by defeating the rival groups42• During 
the Soviet period, this region was called the Gorno (mountainous) Bad.akhshan 
Autonomous Oblast (province) or the GBAO. Four years later, when the 
Tajikistan republic was created, the GBAO was attached to it43• Thus the 
GBAO was created before the creation of Tajikistan republic, so the creation of 
the GBAO and its name has nothing to do with the inner divisions of 
Tajikistan. 

To understand the reason for the creation and renarning of this province, 
one should pay attention to the objectives and the foreign policies of the 
Bolsheviks in those days. On the one hand, they had disputes with China over 
Paı:nif44, and with Afghanistan over the lands to the right of the Panj River, 
both countries supported by England45• On the other han d, they were not · 
prepared to turn their back on this region because it allowed them to win 
strategic superiority over China, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India .. It should also 
be rememb-ered that they had been attacked from this region in the first eight 
years of the revolution. For this reason, having driven the foreign forces away 
from the region and suppressing domestic opposition, the Soviets gave the 
single name Badakhshan to the Pamir plateau and the lands to the right of the 
Panj River. The purpose was both to answer the daim of China over Pamir and 
to create a desire among the people of Badakhshan for a reunion with their 
relatives living on the other side of the river in Badakhshan province in 
Mghanistan, a goal the Russians finally achieved in 1980. The pretext of this 
attack was the shared language and religion of the people who lived in two 
Badakhshan provinces in two countries46• The Bolshoviks had adopted this 
policy five years before that in Arran. In 1920, when they drove away the Turks 

~ı Coates, Soviets, p. 175. 
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from Bak-u, they renamed Baku as "Azarbaijan Socialist Republic"47. In this 
they followed the example of Ottoman Turks, who had done this two years 
before the Bolsheviks. As solidarity with the Baku Musavat Party, they 
established "Azarbaijan Republic" in Arran with the aim of promoting Pan­
Turkism48. 

5. Conclusion 

On the present maps of Asia, there are two large provinces, witch both 
called Badakhshan. One belongs to Mghanistan, anather to Tajikistan; the Panj 
River ~eparates them from each other. This region specially in the east has a 
unique strategic importance. The great powers of central, east and south of 
Asia: Tajikistan, Mghanistan, China, India and Pakistan, get close to each other 
through the narrow corridor of Wakhkhan. Here also has always been of 
commercial significance, in the past. 

At first sight, it seems reasonable that a river separates two distinct 
zones, but a cursory survey indicates the fact that, unlike the Badakhshan 
province in Afghanistan, anather province in Tajikistan is not geographically 
homogenous. In fact, the Tajiki one consists of two distinct climate zones: a 
vast region in the north and north-east of Pamir Mountains, and anather in the 
south of theın, a narrow coastal strip in the right bank of Panj River. The 
climate differences have resulted in differences in vegetation, animal variety and 
human living. Ethnically, the people living in the two regions are different too, 
as well as their language, religion and culture. There are not even an old road or 
a natural passage to connect the two districts in Badakhshan province of 
Tajikistan Whereas, the coastal strips on the two sides of the river, far from the 
border divisions, formed a unified zone. The sirnilar place names used on the 
two sides of the river, the same ethnicity of inhabitants (Arian), the same 
languages (Sckitian), the same religion (Ismaili) and the same history, indicate 
this link. So there are not any homogenous between the two parts of this 
province. 

A vast range of histoncal sources, such as Chinese Buddhist records, 
Muslim geographer writings, European traveler notes, local histories and 
histarical maps, all refer to Badakhshan, as a city as well as a province, 
corresponding to the present Badakhshan in Afghanistan. Now we can daim 
with more certainty that the histoncal Badakhshan was located on the left side 

47 G. Wheeler, 'Russia And The ıYiidelle East'. The Politica/Quarterfy, vol. 28 (1957), pp. 127-135: 
doi: 10.1111/j.1467-923X.1957.tb01859.x 
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Tarikh-e Diplomacy, 2002),pp. 594-5; Parviz Varjavand, Ira11 111a Qtifqaz (Iehran, Qatreh, 
2000), pp.74-76. 
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of Panj iliver. But the history of Tajiki Badakhshan is stili obscured. Histarical 
sources and maps refer to the coastal strips on the both side of the Panj iliver 
as a union region and parts of Badakhshan province. While the same sources, 
refer to the greater district of the Tajiki Badakhshan province as Pamir and 
often divide it in to t:wo parts: Pamir-e Khurd (smail) and Pamir-e Kalan 
(great). 

To answer the question about why Pamir was called Badakhshan, one 
should take a glance at the palirical rivalries among the interested coi.ıntries in 
this region in the last decades of the 19rh century, when Russia and England 
became there. At fust both countries tried to dominate the region through their 
puppet governments: the king of Afghanistan and the Amir of Bukhara. After 
Russia occupied Pamir in 1876 and advanced rapidly toward the south, the t:wo 
countries signed an agreement in 1895. According that, the most part of the 
histarical Badakhshan remained in to the hand of Afghanistan, but the land in 
the right side of the Panj iliver separated from others and annexed to the 
territory of the Khan of Bukhara, and the Panj iliver was defined as a border 
line; while Pamir was remained in Russia possession, herself. 

This situation, more or less, continued until the 1925, when the 
Bolsheviks finally seized power in Pamir. Through these years, Pamir had her 
name and _was not annexed to the right bank of the Panj iliver. During the 
Soviet period, the annexation was occurred and this region called the Gorno 
(mountainous) Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast (province): G-BAO. Four years 
later, when the Tajikistan Republic was created, the GBAO \vas attached to it. 
It indicates the forming of this province had nothing to do with the ir)ner 
divisions ofTajikistan. · 

The reason(s) for the creation and renarning of the province, one should 
search in to foreign policies of the Bolsheviks in those days. They had dispute 
with China over Pamir and with Afghanistan over the lands to the right of the 
Panj iliver: both countries supported by England. So that, the Soviet gave the 
name of Badakhshan to both lands to keep China away from their claims and 
to create a desire among the people of Badakhshan for a reunion with their 
relatives living on the other side of the river. Five years before that the Soviet 
had adapted this policy in Arran, the taday Republic of Azerbaijan. 
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