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8642 MARZUOK, MUHAMMAD ‘ABD AL-AZIZ.
“Four dated tiraz fabrics of the Fatimid Khalif
az.7ahir.” Kunst des Orients 2 (1955) 45751
Detailed discussion of four textile fragments with
the name of this caliph (1020-35 A.D) or, in one
case, of his vizier, none of them previously illus-
trated, although the texts of two have already
been published. :
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1021-1036 C.E.

Accession of Az-Zahir

Al-Hakim had a son Abu Hashim Al, but he did not nominate
his son as his successor. Instead he had nominated a certain Abdur
Rahman a great grandson of the Mahdi Ubaidullah as his successor.
After the death of Al-Hakim the nomination made by him was dis-
regarded, and his son Abu Hashim Ali was installed as the Caliph.
On assuming office he took over the throne in the name of “Az-Zahir”.
He was only sixteen years of age at the time of accession.

Sittul Mulk :

During the minority of Az-Zahir, Sittul Mulk, the sister of his
father Al-Hakim became the Regent. She was a wise ruler, and she
cancelled all the eccentric orders that had been passed by Al-Hakim
That made her popular among the people. She rounded up all the
leaders who were suspected of murdering Al-Hakim. They were
invited to a feast, and there done to death under the orders of Sittul
Mulk. Sittul Mulk died in 1025 C.E. Her death marked the beginning
of the end of the Fatimids.

‘ A dministration of Az-Zahir

After the death of Sittul Mulk, Az-Zahir submerged himself in
sensual pleasures, and the administration fell into the hands of
corrupt officials. When the religious divines of the Maliki school
invited the attention of A-Zahir to his responsibilities as the Caliph,
he banished them from Egypt.

Due to the failure in the inundation of the Nile, a severe famine
overwhelmed the country. Many people died of hunger. The trea-
sury became empty. Robbers and brigands infested the rogds and
travel for the people became unsafe. The administrative machinery
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al-Tiktaka, Fakhri, ed. Dérenbourg. 443-4, Eng. tr.
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(ANNE-MAaRIE EDDE}

AL-ZAHIR 1-I1ZAZ DIN ALLAH, Abu ’l-Hasan |

(or Abt Hashim) ‘Alf b. al-Hakim bi-amr Allah,
seventh Fatimid caliph and the fourth to reign
at Cairo in Egypt.

After the death of al-Hakim on 27 Shawwal 411/
14 February 1021, Sitt al-Mulk [¢.2.], the latter’s half-
sister, refused to recognise the rights of the heir pre-
sumptive, Abu °’l-Kasim ‘Abd al-Rahim (or ‘Abd
al-Rahmain) b. Ilyas, al-Hakim’s cousin, designated
wall al-‘ahd by the latter in 404/1014-5 and at the
tme governor of Damascus (A.F. Sayyid, al-Dawla
al-fatimiyya, tafsir diadid, Cairo 1413/1992, 108.9,
117-18). Recalled to Cairo, he allegedly committed
suicide some months later. Sitt al-Mulk, the favourite
daughter of the caliph al-‘Aziz, who had been con-
stantly humiliated by the Palace since her father’s
death, secured the succession for her nephew, born in
Ramadan 395/1005, who received the public baya at
sixteen years of age on 10 Dhu ’l-Hidjdja 411/28
March 1021. The princess, who retained her Christian
faith, was a true stateswoman, negotiating a treaty
with Byzantium. She exercised the reality of power
in the ctate nntil her death which tanlk I\]ar‘p in Dbn
l-Ka‘da 413/February 1023. After the death of the
princess, al-Zahir was notorious until the end of his
life for his political incompetence. Unlike his father,
tormented to the point of insanity by his political,
moral and religious responsibilities, al-Zahir seems to
have been a hedonist, enjoying the wine and the black
slaves supplied to him by a Jewish merchant, the
future wazir Aba Sa‘d Ibrahim b. Sahl al-TustarT (Ibn
Muyassar, Akhbar Misr, ed. Sayyid, Cairo 1981, 2-5).
Al-Zzhir never showed any interest in the wielding
of real power, and was the first Fatimid caliph to
shift the responsibility for any important decision on
to his entourage, inaugurating a tradition of personal
impotence on the part of the Imam which was to
persist until the end of the dynasty. His contempo-
rary, al-Musabbihi [¢.2.] wrote a chronicle of which
a few months have been preserved, from 414-5/1024-
5 (La chronique d’Egypte, ed. Sayyid and Th. Bianquis,
Cairo 1978), recounting in detail on the one hand,
the public life of the caliph, the reception of the mil-
itary, administrative and religious hierarchy in the
great hall, and solemn processions around Cairo and
its neighbourhood (P. Sanders, Rufuals, politics and the city
in Fatimid Cairo, New York 1994, index at 231), and
on the other, the secret and ruthless struggles erupting
between the various nexuses of power at the heart of
the palace, dominated by a faction of three civilians
and a military eunuch who joined forces to deprive the
caliph of all executive power (Bianquis, Damas e/ la Syrie
sous la domination fatimide, i, Damascus 1989, 391-8; idem,
Le fonctionnement financier des dmwans centraux fatimides au
début du V¢/XI* siécle, in AL xxvi [1992], 46-61).

The powerlessness of the state was evident when

in 415/1024-5 Egypt experienced a serious famine.
followed by an epidemic and rural and urban disor-
der, and the Faumid presence in Syria was threat-
ened by attacks on the part of three major tribes:
Tayy?’ Djarrahids from Transjordan against Ramla.
Kalb ‘Adawis from Palmyra or Tadmur against
Damascus and Kilab Mirdasids [¢g.e)] from northern
Syria against Aleppo (see Bianquis, Une crise frumen-
taire dans UEgypte fatimide, in JESHO, xxiii [1978],
67-101; idem. Damas et la Syrie, 11, 399-511; Sawvid,
al-Dawla al-fatimiyva, 119-23 and index). However, the
public teaching of the Isma‘ili doctrine with the aid
of works written by the kddis al-Nu‘man and Ibn
Killis continued in Egypt (see H. Halm, The Fatimids
and thetr traditions of learning, London 1997). Propagan-
dists sent secretly to the East enjoyed some success
in southern ‘Irdk but failed in the Ghaznawid state,
resolutely Sunni and loyal to the ‘Abbasids.

However, thanks to the efforts of two exceptional
individuals, the most serious problems were resolved.
In Cairo, in Rabi® I 418/ April-May 1027, the ‘Iraki
kaub Abu 'I-Kasim ‘Alf b. Ahmad al-Djardjara’t, for-
mer steward of Sitt al-Mulk and a force in the palace.
since 415/1025, was appointed wazir, an office that
had been suppressed by al-Hakim and replaced by
the wisata and the sifara. In southern and central Syria,
Fatimid domination was restored by the able Turkish
general Anushtakin al-Dizbarf {g.2.] who, despite the
hostility of the diwdns of Cairo, won a decisive victory
over the Bedouin coalition at al-Ukhuwina, to the east
of Lake Tiberias (Rabi‘ II or Djumada I 420/May 1029).

In 413/1023, a treaty between Byzantines and
Fatimids, putting an end to the unfavourable relatons
existing between al-Hakim and the Emperor Basil II,
was to have been concluded, but the death of Sitt
al-Mulk led to its cancellation. In 41871027, a provi-
sional agreement guaranteed that, in the mosque at
(Cloanctantinanle  the invacatinn wonld he made in the
name of the Fatimid Imam, and that the Basileus
had the right to rebuild the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem, burned on the orders of al-
Hakim, as well as all the churches in Egypt which
had been destroyed and not transformed into mosques.
In 423/1032, in an exceptional episode in the his-
tory of relations between Constantinople and the
Muslim powers, a combined Fatimid-Byzantine expe-
dition attacked the Druzes in the Djabal Summak,
driving them into caves and slaughtering them (see
Histoire de Yahya tbn Said d’Antioche, ed. 1. Kratchkovsky,
Fr. tr. Frangoise Micheau and G. Troupeau, in PO,
vol. xIvii, fasc. 4, no. 212, Tournai 1997, 152-3). It
was not until 425/1034, after protracted negotiations
brought together representatives of all the principali-
ties of the Middle East, of which Yahya al-Antaki
gives a detailed account, that the definitive version of
the treaty came into existence. It included a clause
stipulating that in the event of famine, corn would
be transferred from the better-off state to the needy
one.

Al-Zahir died on the eve of his thirty-second birth-
day, in mid-Sha‘ban 427/1036, and was succeeded
by his son, Abt Tamim Ma‘add al-Mustansir [¢.z.].

Bibliography: In addition to Musabbihi, op. cit.,

Ibn Zafir, Akhbar al-duwal al-munkati‘a, ed. A. Ferré,

Cairo 1972, 66 fI. is the most informative regard-.

ing this caliphate, giving the list of administrators
and kadis; see the numerous other traditional sources
of Faumid history, in particular Ibn al-Dawadarf,
Kanz al-durar, vi, ed. S. al-Munadjdjid, Cairo
138071961, 313-41; Makrizi, Itz al-hunaf@, ed.
M.H.M. Ahmad, i, Cairo 1971, 124-83; see also
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