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Mahmiid al-Zahidi I-Ghazmini

DATE OF BIRTH ~ Unknown; late 12 or early 13t century
PLACE OF BIRTH Ghazmin, Khwirazm

DATE OF DEATH 1260

PLACE OF DEATH Unknown; presumably Khwarazm
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" Al-7ahidi was known as a Hanafl jurist who was active mainly in Cen-

tral Asia. He began his studies in his home region, and continued these
for some time in Baghdad and also in ‘bilad al-Riim'. He was evidently
committed to discussions with Christians, because he says in Al-risala
[-ndsiriyya that he participated in debate with Christian scholars in his
native Khwarazm (p. 47), and also with a Christian leader (ba‘d mulik
al-Nasard), who converted to Islam, though secretly, ‘out of fear of his
followers and superiors’ (p. 56).

Al-Zahidi wrote mainly on legal matters, and 19 of his works are
known (Al-risdla [-nasiriyya, ed. al-Mist, pp. 11-14).

MAIN SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Primary
See the list in Al-risala [-ndsiriyya, ed. al-Migr, p. 15.

Secondary
Alrisala l-nasiriyya, ed. Muhammad al-Misti, Kuwait, 1994, pp. g-10.

'WORKS ON CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS

Al-risala [-nasiriyya, ‘The treatise of assistance’

DATE 1259 )
ORIGINAL LANGUAGE  Arabic

DESCRIPTION -
Al-Zahidi wrote this relatively short work (fewer than 50 pages in the
published edition) very near the end of his life. He intended it (p. 28)
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