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74 DABISTAN AL-MADHAHIB — DABOYA -

~_DABISTAN AL-MADRHAHIB, “The school of reli-
gions”, a work in Persian describing the different
religions of and in particular the religious situation in
Hindustanin the 1xth/xyth century; it is the most
complete account in the Persian language, later than
the Baydn al-adydn (6th/12th century), which is accu-
rate but concise, and than the Tabsirat al-‘awdimns
{7th/x3th century), written from the Shi‘ite point of
view. The sources of the Dabistin dexive partly from
the sacred books of the different religious persuasions,
partly from verbal information given to the author,
and partly from the latter’s personal observations. In
many chapters he also makes use of the earlier
Arabic literature concerning these matters. First of
all the religion of the Parsis is examined extensively;
then that of the Hindis; after some very short
chapters concerned with the Tibetans, the Jews and
the Christians, the author passes to the study of
Islam and its sects; finally there are some chapters
on the philosophers (the Peripatetics and the Neo-
platonists) and on the Siafis. For a long time Muhsin
Fani was thought (mistakenly) to be the author of
this work; in some manuscripts he is mentioned
solely in his capacity as the author of a rubd®i which
is quoted (see trans. by Shea-Troyer, i, 3); it was
certainly’ an enlightened believer in the Parsi
religion who wrote the Dabistds, and we must
probably accept those manuscripts which, in
agreement with Siradj al-Din Mubammad Arzi (in
a passage from his Tadhkira), attribute its com-
position to Mabad Shah or Mulld Mdbad (cf. also
Ouseley, Notices, 182). It is apparent from the book
itself that the author was born in India shortly
before 10281619, went to. Agra as a youth, spent
several years in Kashmir and at Lahore, visited
Persia {Mashhad) and acquired some knowledge of
the west and south of India. The Dabistin was
finished no doubt between 1064 and 1067/1654-57.
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1224/1809; other editions from Tehran, Bombay,
Lucknow; The Dabistans or school of manners,
trans. David Shea and Anthony Troyer, Paris
1843, 3 vols. (not always accurate); Jd, vi, (1845)
406-11; Rieu, Caf. Persian Mss. of the British
Museum, i, 141 & iii, 1081. (Useful rcferences to
other catalogues of manuscripts and to old
translations of isolated chapters): £thé, Caf. of
the Persianm Mss. of the India Office Library, i,
no. 1369 (useful references to other catalogues of
manuscripts). (J. Horovrrz-{H. Masst])

-1 DABIT, in Turkish zabit, an Ottoman term for

certain functionaries and officers, later specialized

to describe officers in the armed forces. In earlier
Ottoman usage Pdbéf seems to indicate a person in
charge or in control of a matter or of {? the revenues
of) a place (e.g. Ewkdf dibifi, Wildyet dibifs etc.;
cxamples, some with place-names, in Halit Ongan;
Ankara’nin I Numarals Ser'iye Sicili, Ankara 1958,
index, and L. Fekete, Di¢ Stydgat-Schrift, i, Budapest
1955, 493 ff.; cf. the Persian usage in the sense of
collector — Minorsky, Tadhkirat al-Mulik, index).

The term seems to have remained in occasional use in

this sense until quite a late date (see for example
Gibb and Bowen, i, 259, and Dozy, Suppl. s.v.). By
the xxthfryth century, however, it was already
acquiring the technical meaning of army officer. In
a fd@%de inserted under the year 1058/1648-9 Na‘im3
remarks that in the janissary corps the seniors of each
oda are as ddbifs (dabit gibidir) to the other soldiers
(mefer), and proceeds to name the ranks of the
janissary officers (Na‘ima4, jv, 351). By the 12th/x8th
century the term was already in common use in this

sense (e.g. Resmi, Khuldsat al-I%ibdir, 5, ‘rididl we
dabifan’) and documents cited by Djewdet (i, 360;
vi, 367 etc.). From the time of the westernizing
reforms onwards it becomes the standard Ottoman
equivalent of the European term ‘officer’. In the
Turkish republic it has been replaced by subay, but
it remains current in the Arab successor states of the
Ottoman Empire. (B. LEwis)
@ DABT, assessment of taxable land by measure-
ment, applied under the later Dihli sultanate and the
Mughals; land so measured is called dab{i. See
DARIBA, 6.
DPABTIYYA, in Turkish zabtiyye, a late Ottoman
erm for the police and gendarmerie. Police duties,
formerly under the control of various janissary
officers, were placed under the jurisdiction of the
Ser‘asker ([¢.v.) see also BAB-I SERASKERI) in 1241/
1826, and in 12621846 became a separate admini-
stration, the Dabtiyye Mughiriyyeti (Lutfi viii 27-8).
At about the same time a council of police (medjlis-i
dabtiyye) was established, which was later abolished
and replaced by two quasi-judicial bodies, the
diwdn-3 dabliyye and medilis-i tahkik. After several
further changes the mugshiriyyet became a ministry
(negaret) of police in 1286/1870. On 17 July 1909 the
name ministry of Dabfiyye was abolished and
replaced by a department of public security (Emniy-
yet-1 “‘Umidmiyye) under the Ministry of the Interior.
Bibliography: ‘Othman Niri, Medjelle-i
Umiir-i Belediyye, i, Istanbul 1338/1922, 934 f.
Laws and regulations on police matters will be
found in the Destdr, (French translations in G.
Young, Corps de Droit Ottoman, Oxford 1905-6,
and G. Aristarchi, Législation ottomane, Constan-
inople 1873-88, See further KARAKOL, SHURTA.
/6 (B. Lewis)
ADABUYA (DisdE), the founder of the
Dabavyid dynasty in Gllan [qv] The tribe
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father, Gil Gawbara. Their residence was the town
of Fiman [q.v.]. The dynasty clung to Zoroastrianism
for a long time, and repeatedly defended the land
against the Arabs, until the last ruler, Khirshidh I1
(758/60, x4x or x4z A.H.) bad to flee bafore the
superior force of the ‘Abbasids, and put an end to
his own life in Daylam (Tabar, iii, 139 f.). One of
his daughters, whose name is unknown, became the
wife of the Caliph al-Mansir.

The names of the members of the dynasty are
as follows: Dabgé, 40 to 56/660-1 to 676.—His
brother Khirshidh I, 56 to 9o/676 to 709.—His son
Farrukhin, 709 to 721-22, go to 103 A.H., who took
the title Ispahbadh [g.v.] {‘‘leader of the army’’), and
warded off an Arab assault in 717.—His son
Didhburzmibr (Dadhmibr), 103 to x16/721-22 to
734.—His brother Sariya (Sirde), for a few months
in xx6{721-22.—XKhorshidh II, the son of Dadh-
burzmibr, 116 to 141 or 142/721-22 to 758-60 (see
above).

A dynasty descended from Dabiiya’s brother
Padhiispan (title), ruled until 1567 "and 1576
respectively (from 1453 in two branches) in Riiydn
[¢.v.]) and some neighbouring districts.

Bibliography: Ibn Isfandiyar, Ta’rikh-i

Tabaristdn, Tehran 1942 (to which I had access

only in E. G. Browne, A abridged iranslation of

the hkistory of Tabaristan .... by .... Ibn-

Isfandiyar . ..., Leiden and London 1905, index

[GMS 11]); Sehir-cddin’s [= Zahir al-Din . ... al-

Mar‘ashi's] Geschichte von Tabaristan ...., ed.

Bernhard Dorn (Mohammedanssche Quellens . . . .,

_vol. i), St. Petersburg 1850, 319 {f.; idem, in Mdm.





