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THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM (New Edition), VOL. X1 (Fasc. 183-184), 2001 LEIDEN, pp. 240 .

246

YAHYA 5. ‘ADI — YAHYA 5. HAMZA aL-‘ALAWI

is one substance—with a human nature, of which the
Virgin Mary is the material cause.

Both in philosophy and theology, his teaching was
continued by his Christian disciples, among whom Isa
b. Zur‘a was the most prominent. But his influence
went well beyond this circle, and through Muslim
philosophers and intellectuals like Abt Sulayman al-
Sidjistant and Abt Hayyan al-Tawhidi [g.o0], over
the following generations he reached a wide reader-
ship of courtiers, scientists, and even mutakallimin.

Bibliography: Texts. A. Périer, Petits traités
apologétiques de Yahyd ben ‘Adf, Paris 1920; E. Platti
{(ed. and tr.), La grande polémique anti-nestorienne de
‘ahya b. ‘Adi, I-11, 4 vols. Louvain 1981-2 (= GSCO,
427-8, 437-8); idem (ed. and tr.), Aba Isa al-Warrdg,
Yahya b. ‘Adi, De Plncarnation, 2 vols. Louvain 1987
(= CSCO, 490-1); Sahban Khulayfat (Khalifat),
Makalat Yahya b. ‘Adi, ‘Ammaian 1988.

2. Studies. A. Périer, Yahyd ben ‘Adi, un philosophe
arabe chrétien du X° siécle, Paris 1920; M. Meyerhof]
Von Alexandrien nach Bagdad, Berlin 1930, 31; Graf]
GCAL, ii, 233-49; R. Walzer, Greek into Arabic, Oxford
1962, 66 fI.; G. Endress, The works of Yahya ibn
‘Adi: an analytical inventory, Wiesbaden 1977; Platu,
Yahya ibn ‘Adi, théologien chrétien et philosophe arabe: sa
théologie de PIncarnation, Leuven 1983 (Orientalia
Lovanensisa Analecta, 14); E. Giannikis, Yahya ibn
Adr against John Philoponus on. place and void, in JGAIW,
xii (1998), 245-302. (G. ENDREsS)
YAHYA 3 AKTHAM, A0 Mvumammap al-

Marwazi al-Tamimi, jfak#h who had been a pupil of
al-Shafi‘f, judge and counsellor of ‘Abbasid
caliphs, d. 242/857.

A native of Marw, he became Grand Judge (ka7
l-kudat) of Baghdad after having been being appointed
judge in Basra by al-Hasan b. Sahl {g.2.] in 202/817-
18. He soon became a member of al-Ma’miin’s court
circle as an adviser and boon-companion, thus exem-
plifying a trend under this caliph to take legal schol-
ars rather than administrators as political counsellors.
He accompanied al-Ma’mGn to Syria and Egypt and
on the campaign against Byzantium of 216/831 (al-
Tabari, iii, 1104). There were persistent accusations
against him of pederasty, and on al-Ma’min’s death
he fell from power. Re-appointed Grand Judge under
al-Mutawakkil during the years 237-40/851-5, he again
fell into disgrace, departed for the Pilgrimage but died
at al-Rabadha near Medina at an advanced age on
15 Dhu ‘I-Hidjdja 242/14 April 857. He is said to
have been the author of various works on fifh, none
of which has survived.

Bibliography: See D. Sourdel, Le vizirat ‘abba-
side, 1, 238-9, and Pellat’s ed. of Mas‘udi, Muradi,
index, vii, 763-4, detailing the primary sources for
Yahya’s life, and also Ziriklt, 4%m, x, 167. Al-
Khattb al-Baghdadi, 7a’ikk Baghdad, xiv, 191-204
no. 7489, and Ibn Khallikin, ed. ‘Abbas, vi, 147-
65, tr. de Slane, iv, 33-51, have substantial bio-
graphical entries_on him. (C.E. BosworTH)
YAHYA B. ‘ALI [see MUNADIDIIM, BANU ’L-. 4].
YAHYA (or Yuuanni) B. .ar-BITRIK, Abi

Zakariyya’, scholar, who was probably a Maliki,
famed for his translations from Greek into
Arabic, fl. in the first part of the 3rd/9th century.

Although the Arabic biographers (Ibn al-Nadim,
Ibn Djuldjul, Ibn al-Kifif and Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a) devote
to him short notices, his life is almost wholly unknown.
His father al-Bitrik was himself a translator in the
tme of al-Mansiir (136-58/754-75 [¢.z.]). The author
of the Finrist states that he was part of the entourage
of the vizier al-Hasan b. Sahl [g.2.] and that he was

part of a delegation sent by the caliph to the Byzantine
lands in order to collect manuscripts. Ibn Djudjul,
repeated by Ibn al-Kifif, calls him Yuhannd and makes
him a mawla of al-Ma’mun (198-218/813-33 [q.0.]),
adding that he was a faithful translator but with a
faulty knowledge of Arabic, and that he was more
philosopher than physician. Ibn AbT Usaybi‘a writes,
rather curiously, that he knew Arabic and Greek badly,
since, being a Latin {lafin?), he knew the language
and literature of the Rim of his time.

According to the Arabic biographers and to men-
tions in the introductions of manuscripts, a dozen:-or
so works are attributable to him: Of Plato, the Timaeus
(K. Tim@us). Of Aristode, his Meteorology (al-Athar
al-‘ulwiyya, ed. Badawi, Cairo 1961, ed. Petraits, Beirut
1967; On the heavens and the earth (K. al-Sama’ wa
’l-Glam; Book of animals (K. al-Hayawan, ed. Brugman
and Drossaart Lulofs, Leiden 1971, ed. Badawi, Kuwait
1977-8); First analytics and a compendium of the De
amima (Djawami® kitab al-ngfs). Of Galen, the Theriac
of Piso (K. al-Tuyak ila Bisan). Of Alexander of Tralles,
a treatise on pleurisy (R, al-Birsam). Finally, attributed
to Hippocrates is a K fi “lbuthir or Fi ’l-mawt. The
Fihrist further attributes to him two original works on
pharmacology, the one on poisons, K. al-Sumamai (partly
extant), and the other on insects, K. Adinds al-hasharat.

Yahya b. al-Bitrik is also given as the translator of
the Secretum secretorum (Sirr al-asrar or K. al-Siyasa fi tad-
bir al-ryasa), the famous pseudo-Aristotelian treatise,
which had a great renown in the Islamic world as
also in the Christian West. The attribution of the
Arabic version to Yahya is based on the preface (cited
by Ibn Djuldjul), in which the translator relates how
he allegedly procured the work and then transposed
it from the Greek into riimi and Arabic. Nevertheless,
it seems now established that this treatise is an Arabic
apocryphal work written towards the middle of the
4th/10th century, and that the preface belongs to the
realm of literary fiction (M. Grignaschi, Lorgine et les
métamorphoses du Sirr al->asrar (Secretum secretorum), in
Archives d’Histoire Doctrinale et Littéraire du Moyen Age

" [1976], 7-112).

Bibliography: 1. Sources. Ibn al-Nadim, Fifrise,
ed. Fligel, 243-4, 246, 250-1, 293, 317; Ibn Djuldjul,
ed. Fu’ad Sayyid, 67; Ibn al-Kifif, ed. Lippert, 41,
55, 131, 379; Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a, ed. Miller, i, 205,
ed. Beirut 1965, 282,

2. Studies and reference works. D.M.
Dunlop, The translations of al-Bitriq and Yohya (Yuhann)
b. al-Bitrig, in JRAS (1959), 140-50; L. Cheikho,
Ulama®  al-nagranyyya fi “lislam, ed. C. Hechaime,
Jounieh-Rome 1983, 51-2; ]. Nasrallah, Histoire du
mouvement littéraire dans PEglise melchite, Beirut 1988,
ii/2, 82-6; Brockelmann, I%, 221-2, S I, 364; Graf,
GCAL, 11, 32, 112-13; Sezgin, GAS, iii, 225 and
index. _ {(FrRangorsE MicHEAU)
YAHYA 8. HAMZA AL-‘ALAW], rhetorician,

Zaydi scholar and imam (669-745/1270-1344; a
death date of 749/1348 is also mentioned).

Yahya b. Hamza b. ‘All b. Ibrahim al-Husayni al-
‘AlawT al-Talibi, a versatile and prolific Yemeni scholar,
was descended from ‘Ali b. AbT Talib and the imam
‘Alf al-Rida {g.2v.]. He was born in San‘a® and played
a role in politics, for after the death of al-Mahdl
Muhammad b. al-Mutahhar in 729/1329 he ruled
over part of Yemen as Zaydi smam under the name
al-Mu’ayyad bi 'llah until his death. It is said that
the number of quires (kardris) written by him equalled
the number of days in his life, together forming some
hundred volumes. He wrote works on Zaydi theol-
ogy and law, such as al-Shamil and al-“Umda (on law,
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Introduction

The measurement of the length of one degree on the meridian by
astronomers commissioned by the Abbasid Caliph al-Ma’miin in Baghdad
ca. 830 is.in one sense well known, and in another, clouded in obscurity.
Different versions of the observations are recorded by Ibn Yiinus (f7. Cairo
ca. 990) and al-Biriini (fI. Central Asia ca. 1025), as well as by various
later writers. Particularly those versions in which two groups of
astronomers laden with instruments are reported heading off in opposite
directions along a meridian in the middle of the desert simply boggle the
mind. There is a substantial secondary literature on these reports, including
important contributions by C. A. Nallino, S. H. Barani, A. Sayili, E. S.
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