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‘ (Lex en)

n THE LEGACY OF A SEVENTEENTH CENTURY
ORIENTALIST " :

Scholarly interest in ornental affalrs in 17th century Holland centred
in the university founded at Leiden in 1575. The first professor of
orieéntal languages was appointed-in 1586. Printing in Arabic type was
begun in 1595 by Franciscus: Raphelengius (d. 1597) the pioneer . of
Arabic studies. The field was not left in abeyance thanks to the care of
the » Arabisantium Prmceps« Joseph Scahger who coached young Thomas
Erpenius.

The latter was appointed as the first full (ordmary) professor of
Arabic a.o. oriental languages of Leiden University in 1612, the year.
when ‘Holland acquired jts first Capitulations from Sultan Ahmed L
Erpenius established Arabic printing in Leiden again in imitation .of the
French undertaking by ambassador Savary de Bréves. The Dutch
ambassador ‘in Istanbul; Cornelis Haga, helped in buying lettercopnes
to be used in the printing types'. ‘

A truly academic interest in the broademng of knowledge of Islamic
langunages and civilisation was thus able establish itself at Leiden. At the
death of Erpenius in 1624 Jacobus Golius, \his beloved pupil (1596—

(;.37) succeeded to the chair and contmued \to make Leiden a leading

cenire of oriental studies in' Europa. Golius added the study of Turkish

< to his curikitium. He is the author of a Turkish-Latin dictionary (un-
published ms. no:w in Oxford). His knowledge he had acquired. in the -
Ottoman lands. Shoruy after his appointment Golius asked for leave of
absence for one and a half year to travel:in the Middle East studying.

languages and collecting ‘manuscripts. First' he went to Aleppo where

i he earned an extra income working as a chancellor to the Putch consul,

. N. Witsen. Then Golius moved to Istanbul where he also did diplomatic

"H.F. Wijnman, *The Origin of Ara- the Orient, pul)lished by E. J. Brill Leiden,
bic Typography in Leiden’ in Buoks on Holland, Leiden 1957, VII-XV.



