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Ad ms, M@th@d% &ﬂd | The Entrodqgtion to Wéh?cﬁ’s al-BasTt:
, An Edition, Translation and
Contexts of | Commentary®
Quranic kxegesis |
)

(2nd/8th—9th/15th ¢
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WALID A, SALEH

Abwl-Hasan ‘Al al-Wahidi (d. 468/1076), one of the leading exégetes
and literary critics of the medieval Islamic world, wrote three Quran

EDITED BY ‘ commentaries: al-Wajiz (The Short Commentary), al-Wasif (The
Karen Bauer Middle Commentary) and al-Basit (The Large Commentary). The
~ popularity of each of these commentaries was such that they have all

?SSUE YAY!MLAND{KTAN survived. Al-Wajiz and al-Wasit have been published recently.t

RAGELEN DOKUMAN However, the most important of the three - WahidI's magnum opus,

al-Basit - has only recently been edited and is not yet available to the
public.2 Here I offer a critical edition of the introduction to this
important work, accompanied by a translation and a comimentary.

I Titrkiye Diyaset ¥V akfs

L Islam Aragtmatan Merkezl

- Koiphanes: The Significance of the Introduction to al-BasTf
;Dm,NG: 2@432@ Th — . . o e

: N Z e post-Tabari tafsir material (termed “classical tafstr’ in this article)
i s, No: SRR 5 which has been published or edited so far is not fully representative of
R B ; ' the venre; nor has it been systematically studied to the extent that we
{ e o . g ¥ Y

have a clear overview of its historical development. One way of dealing
with the present absence of a historical overview of the genre is to
attempt to identify important exegetical works and offer a detailed

OXFORD study of their content, method, and relevance to the history of the genre.

UNIVERSITY PRESS ‘Wahidiis such an author. There s abundant evidence that not only was
in association with he a major exegete, but also that he influenced other major exegetes.?

THE INSTITUTE OF ISMAILIL STUDIE S : - Research for this article and the costs for the collection of the copies of manuscripts

were made possible by a generous grant from the Social Sciences and Humanities

LONDON Research Council of Canada. T am very grateful to the Council.
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Cihian ve Netice-i Can adli eseri (inceleme- ‘
|metin), Atatirk Universitesi, Yuksek Lisans, 2009 ‘
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al-Wahidi’s Bastt and al-Zamalkhshart’s Kashsha‘f

B1. al-Razi’s Unacknowledged Reliance on al-Wahidi’s Basit

The comparison between al-Razi’s Mafarth al-ghayb and al-Wahidi's Basir were
based on Tafsir al-Razi (32 vols, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-“Ilmiyya, 1990), vol. 30, pp.
12-18, apd al-Wahidi, al-Basit, MS Nuruosmaniye 240, ff. 330a—333b. The text is
from al-Razi, and I am providing the corresponding folio number in al-Wahidi where

one can find the exact text. The ‘...” represents text that al-Razi added to al-

Wihidi’s. T want to thank Walid Saleh for providing me with a copy of Q. 63 from
al-Basiy’s Nuruosmaniye Manuscript.

Case Bla: al-Réz1, vol. 30. p. 12 (In. 13)-p. 13 (In. 1); al-Wahid1, f. 330a (In. 13)-f.

330b {In. 3)
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- Case Bib: al-Razi, vol. 30, p. 13 (Ins 21-2): al-Wahidi. . 330b (Ins 16-17)
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37. WAHIDI (Abi I-Hasan ‘Al ibn Ahmad al-), al-Wasit fi tafsir al-
Qor’an al-majid, édition et introduction par Moh. Hasan Abd 1-‘Azm
al-Zafid, présentation par Moh. al-Ahmadi Aba I-Nir, t. 1, Le Caire,
al-Majlis al-a€1a lil-sho’@in al-islamiyya, 1406 H., 20 x 27 cm, 416 pages.

Sur cet ouvrage, cf. GAL, t.1, p. 524 (411), n°3, S.1, p. 730, n° 4.

Abii 1-Hasan “Ali b. Ahmad b. Moh. b. ‘Al b. Marttiiya 1-Wihidi 1-
Nisabiiri, fils d'un commercant de Sawa, fit de longs voyages d’¢tudes au cours
desquels il suivit, entre autres, Uenseignement d’al-Tha<libi (m. 429 H./1037).f‘
Il se signala par sa violente critique des anciens imamites ce qui lui valut d’¢tre
tenu en haute estime par Nizim al-Molk. Il mourut aprés une longue maladie
en 468 H./1075.

Parmi ses ouvrages, on mentionne: Sharh diwan al-Motanabbi, al-Ighrab fi
“ilm al-irab, al-Takhbir f7 sharh asma’> Allah al-hosna, Tafsir asma al-Nabi “alayhi
I-salam (cf. la liste de ses ocuvres pp. 16-17}.

La présente édition a été faite sur quatre manuscrits: trois de Dir a]-kotob
tafsir 887, 271, 273 et Ahmed III 63 tafsir.

Le texte est excellemment imprimé, abondamment vocalisé, peu annote.
Pas d’index.

. L6

G.C. ANAWATI"
Institut Dominicain d'Etudes Onentales du Cau‘e) Vol 18, 1988 Caire.
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THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM (New Edition), Vol. XI, (Fasc. 179-180), LEIDEN 2000, pp. ii;g

48 WAHIDI — WAHM

in late 1961, having joined the Federation of Arab
Amirates of the South whose other member states
belonged to the Western Aden Protectorate, it joined
the latter grouping of states (Burrowes, Dictionary, 377.
dates accesston to 1962). After entry into the Fede-
ration, the then Sultan Nisir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Wahidr
was given the portfolio of agriculture and fisheries in
the Federal Government and the sultanate administered
by the State Secretary, Amir Muhammad b. Sa‘id.
The sultanate ceased to exist in 1967, when the British
handed over power to the National Liberation Front
in South Arabia.

The Wahidr sultanate had some large areas of fer-
tle agricultural land and its main produce was dates.
grain crops and vegetables. Wadi Djirdan in the north
remains famous for its high-quality honey, this high
quality said to result from the abundance of %b {pl.
ulab) trees (Sizyphus spina Christi Willd) in the area.

Bibliography: Government of Bombay, An account

great commentary. So far it is not known when he
started this third extensive commentary, entitled al-
Tafsir al-basit, nor whether and when he completed
it (for old manuscripts of parts of it, see Chester
Beatty 3731, 3736, 5105). Particularly in demand was
and still is his Asbéab al-nuzil on the occasions in which
singular stiras and verses were revealed (for the var-
ious recensions, see Ahlwardt, i, 180-1, no. 463-4; G.
des Q., ii, 183; for old manuscripts, see Chester Beatty
3733, 4522; latest prints Cairo 1411/1990, Beirut
1411/1991).

Like his teacher al-Tha‘labi, al-Wahidi composed
a K al-Maghazi, which seems to have been preserved
(cf. R. Sesen, Nawddir al-makhtatat al-‘arabiyya, Beirut
1402/1982, iii, 57).

As grammarian, lexicographer and rhetorician he
made a special name for himself with his commen-
tary on the Diwan of al-Mutanabbl [g.0.] (Sezgin, ii,
ix, ‘index). For the al-Wasit fi “l-amthal falsely ascribed

of the Arab tribes in the mcamty of Aden, Bombay 1909:

R.B. Serjeant, Two tribal cases (documents) (Wahidt

Sultanate, South-West Arabia), in JRAS (1951), 40-1;

C.H. Johnston, The view from Steamer Point, London
. 1964; R.D. Burrowes, Historical dictionary of Yemen.

Lanham and London 1995. (G.R. Smrn)

AL-WAHIDI, Asu ’v-Hasan ‘ALI B. AHMAD b.
Muhammad b. ‘Alf b. Mattitya al-MattiyT (Mattuwi:
al-NaysabirT al-Shafi‘l, Arab philologist and
Kur’an scholar.

He was descended from a family of merchants from
Sawa [g.2.] who were very likely originally Chris-
tians. He was born in Naysabur (Nishapar), and died
there after a long illness in advanced age in Djumada
IT 468/January-February 1076, highly venerated as
ustadh ‘asrihi “the master of his age”. Still a boy, he
took ‘part in teaching sessions on adab and nahw, and
attended classes in the large law schools of his native
city. Finally, he joined Abtu Ishak al-Thaflabi [g.z.]
(the form Tha‘Alib is also transmitted), the Kur’an
interpreter and authority on the biography of the
Prophet, and associated himself with the pupils of Abu
l-‘Abbas al-Asamm [g.v.], the great local authority n

the field of Traditon and Shafi‘t law (Sezgin, i, 186,.

Of his students may be mentioned al-MaydanT [g.0.]

and ‘Abd al-Ghafir al-Farisi (451-529/1059-1135). Just
like other scholars he enjoyed the special favour and |
protection of the famous Saldjik minister Nizam al- !
Mulk [g.0.], who as a young man had taken part in |
al-Wahid’s sessions, and of the latter’s brother Abu !
l-Kasim ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Al b. Ishak al-fakih al-adjall.

Among al-Wiahidi’s works which have been pre-
served, the first to be mentioned are the shaykh al-
tafsir and the @mam ulam@ al-ta’wil’s highly-esteemed
studies on the Kur’an. Following a lecture given by
his teacher Abii Tahir al-Ziyadi (d. 410/1019) in 409/
1018, he composed a terse philological commentary,
entitled al-Wadjiz fi ma‘ani ’l-Kur’an al-‘aziz (Cairo
1305/1887, repr. Beirut 1981). For the time being he
put aside a detailed commentary, which he had already

begun; he finally finished it five decades later in |
Radjab 461/May 1069 under the title al-IVasit bay-
na “l-makbid ('l-Wadiiz) wa ’l-basit (°l-Basit) fi tafsir al-

Kur’an al-‘azim (for old mss. of parts of it, see Chester
Beatty 4609, 5041, 5204). In the meantime he had
published three magima‘at on questions concerning the
tafsir (cf. Ahlwardt 750; al-Mawrid, xvii 4 [1409/1988],
292-304). [t has to be checked whether the material
of these three madimiat is to be found in his Djami‘
al-bayan fi lafsir al-Kur’dn which has been preserved,
or in Hirar al-madni or in al-Hawi li-djam‘ al-ma‘ani,
or whether they have been taken up into his third

to him, see MATHAL.l.mi; Sellheim, m Ornens, xxxi
(1988), 82-94, xxxii (1990), 468-9.

Bibliography: Brockelmann, 1%, 524, S 1, 730;
Sarkiz, 1905; Zirikli, A%m, Beirut 1979, iv, 255;
Kahhala, Mw’allifin, vii, 26-7; idem, al-Mustadrak
‘ald Mu‘'diam al-mw’allifin, Beirut 1406/1985, 471-2;
idem, Mu‘diam musannifi *l-kutub al-‘arabiyya fi “l-ta’rikh
wa “l-taradiim wa “l-rihalat, Beirut 1406/1986, 335-6;
M.‘A. Mudarris, Rayhanat al-adab, *Tabriz n.d. [ca.
1348/1969], vi, 285-6; Dihkhuda, Lughat-nama,
Tehran 1325/1947, vol. A/1, 406; ibid., 1342/1963,
vol. ‘A/2, 83-4; ibid.,, 1345/1966, vol. W, 41; cf.
the catalogues of manuscripts in libraries of Tehran,
Mashhad, etc. by Danish Pazhith and others; Djaw-
dat M.M. al-Mahdi, al-Wahidi wa-manhadjuhii fi
I-tafstr, Gairo 1978.

The main sources are: Bakharzi, Dumyat al-kasr,
Nadjaf 139171971, 1, 255-6; ‘Abd al-Ghafir al-
Farisi, Siyak Ta’rikh Naysabar, in The histories of
Nishapur, facs. ed. R.IN. Frye, The Hague 1965, fols.
66b Il. 16-67a 1. 6; 113a 1. 13-21, cf. H. Jaouiche,
Register der Personen- und Ortsnamen, Wiesbaden 1984,
40; Sam‘ani, al-Tahbtr fi “l-mu‘diam al-kabir, Baghdad
1395/1975, ii, 377-8; Yakat, Udaba’, v, 97-102 (with
citations from °‘Abd al-Ghafir!); Tbn al-Kifti, Inbak
al-ruwdt ‘ald anbah al-nuhdt, Cairo 1371/1952, ii,
223-5 (with citations from al-Bakharzi!); Ibn Khalli-
kan, s.v. (on the problem of the nisba); Dhahabi,
Swar alam al-nubal@’, Beirut 1405/1984, xviii, 339-
42; idem, al-lbar, Kuwait 1961, iii, 267; Safadj,
Wiafi, xx (in press); Yafi', Mirat al-djanin, Hay-
darabad/Deccan 1338/1919, i1, 96-7; Subki, Taba-
kat al-Shafi‘iyya al-kubra, Cairo 1386/1967, v, 240-3;
Asnawi, Tabakat al-Shafi‘yya, Baghdad 1391/1971,
i, 538-9; Ibn al-Djazari, Ghdyat al-nihdya fi tabakat
al-kurr@’, Leipzig-Cairo 135171932, 1, 523; Ibn Kad1
Shuhba, Tabakat al-Shafityye, Haydarabad/Deccan
1398/1978, i, 277-9; Tbn Taghribirdi, al-Nudiam al-
zahira, Cairo 1353/1935, v, 104; Suyuti, Bughya,
327-8 (Cairo 1384/1965, ii, 145); idem, Tabakdt al-
mufassirin, Leiden 1839, 23; Tashképrizada, Mifiah
al-sa‘ada, Cairo n.d. [ce. 1388/1968], ii, 66-7; Ibn
al-‘Imad, Shadharat, iii, 330; Kh“ansari, Rawdat al-
djannat, *Tehran 1367/1948, 463; Isma‘il Pasha,
Hadiyyat al-‘Grifin, Istanbul 1951, i, 692.

(R. SELLHEM)
WAHM (a., pl. awham), lit. “notion”, “supposition”,
in particular also “false notion”, “delusion”. In non-
technical parlance the negative meaning of thinking
something to be the case, contrary to fact, is pre-
ponderant; sometimes it comes close to sahw “inad-

[EINNTS

vertency”, “inadvertent omission”. In later texts it may
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