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Saragossa and Toledo with which it shared frontiers.
The population of Guadalajara was divided between
supporters of the Ban@ Hiid of Saragossa represented
by Sulayman al-Musta‘in and the Dhu 'I-Nanid
sovereign of Toledo al-Ma’man, in a series of confront-
ations lasting from 435/1043 to the death of al-
Musta‘in in 439/1047. During these contlicts, each
party sought the aid of Christian sovereigns: Ferdinand
I of Castile on the side of Toledo, and Garcia of
Pamplona in support of Saragossa. The son of al-
Musta‘in, Ahmad al-Muktadir, pursuing an expan-
sionist policy, succeeded in taking political and military
control of the region of Guadalajara which ultimately
became part of the greatly extended territory of his
Taifa kingdom.

The impression that is gained of Wadt -Hidjara
as being a military frontier region, with the role of
protecting cities of greater political importance, is that
reflected by the Arab and Christian sources, although
the latter seem to be unaware of the exact date of
its reconquest; for a long time this was attributed,
without historical foundation, to Alvar Fanez. In spite
of everything, it is known that it took place in the
time of Alfonso VI, and was probably simultaneous
with the reconquest of Toledo in 478/1085. A Churis-
tian document dated 1107 bears the signature of “un
alkad de Medina et de Guadalajara”. At a later time,
in 1133 Alfonso VII granted the town a fuero in which
he expressed his intention of repopulating the region,
thus countering the dispersal of population suffered
by the zone after its reconquest.

The activities of the “wulama’ of Guadalajara and
their family ties are reasonably well known, being
detailed in the biographies of sixty scholars contained
in bio-bibliographical compilations between the 3rd/9th
and the first half of the 6th/12th century. For the
most part they were Hispano-Roman converts, some
of whom adopted Arabic nishas reflecting their pro-
fessional links with families installed in the region. It
is also known that numerous Berber families had
settled in the region, including the Banu ’l-Faradj and
the Banit Mas‘ada; the latter was the origin of sev-
eral ‘uloma’. The interests of the ‘wlama’ of Guadalajara
seem to have coincided with those of the other ‘wulama’
of al-Andalus, and special dedication is observed to
the study of hadith, of fikh and of Kur’anic readings.
The role of scholars of Cordova in the training of
the intellectual élite of Guadalajara was crucial, with
Muhammad b. Waddah playing a particularly signif-
icant part; in fact, the first ‘ulama’ of the region, from
the ascetic Muhammad b. Baligh to the fadi Muham-
mad b. ‘Azra, studied with Ibn Waddah. In the 5th/
11th century, there is observable an increase in the
number of wlamad’ dedicating themselves to literature
and grammar, and even to poetry. It is in this period
that the fakth and writer ‘Abd al-Malik b. Ghusn
al-Khushani al-HidjarT makes his appearance. All of
the written corpus of the ‘ulama’ of Guadalajara has
been lost, with the exception of a few verses and frag-
ments of the geographical work composed by ‘Abd
Allah b. Ibrahim al-HidjarT, preserved in Ibn Sa‘id’s
al-Mughrib.

Bibliography: 1. Geographical sources.
Istakhri, 41-4, 47; Ibn Hawkal, ed. Kramers, 75-6,
81; Mukaddast, 30, 223, 235, 247; Bakri, The geog-
raphy of al-Andalus and Europe from the book “al-Masalik
wa-l-mamalik”, ed. A.A. El-Hajji, Beirut 1387/1968,
62; Idrisi, Los caminos de al-Andalus en el siglo XII,
ed. and tr. J. Abid Mizal, Madrid 1989, 72-3 (text),
343 no. 510 (tr.); Himyarl, al-Rawd al-mi‘tdr, ed.
‘Abbas, Beirut 1975, 606, tr. in E. Lévi-Provengal,

La Péninsule ibérigue au Moyen-dge d’apres le Kitab al-
rawd al-mi‘tar, Leiden 1938, 234 no. 185; Yakat,
Buldan, Beirut 1986, v 343; P. Madoz, Diccionario
geografico-estadistico-historica de Espania y sus posesiones de
ultramar, Madrid 1846-30, i, 372 s.n. Alcald de
Henares, viii, 637-8 s, Guadalajara.

2. Historical sources. Ibn Hayyan, Muktabis,
v, C.d- P. Chalmeta. wmdex; Ibn ‘Idhari, Bayan, ed.
Colin and Lévi-Provencal, Leiden 1948-51, Fr. tr.
E. Fagnan, Histowre de I'{fyigue dy Nord et de PEspagne,
Algiers 1901-4, 1i, 18, 117,"159, 271, 291, 316, 471;
Una descripcion andnima de gl-Andalus, ed. and tr.
L. Molina, Madrid 1983, i, 54, 58, 129-30, ii, 60, 65
137-8; Fath al-Andalus. ed. Molina, Madrid 1994, 23,

3. Bio-bibliographical dictionaries. For this
type of source, see M. Marin’s study of the ulama’
of Guadalajara, Ulemas en lg Marca Media, in Estudios
onomdstico-biogrdficos de al-Andalus, Madrid, vii (1995)
203-29.

4. Studies. E. Lévi-Provengal, Espafia musulmana
hasta la caida del Califato de Cérdoba, in Historia de
Lsparta, ed. Menéndez Pidal, iv, Madrid 1950, index;
idem, [Inshtuciones y vida social ¢ intelectual, in ibid.,
v, 71, 191; L. Torres Balbas, Arte hispanomusulmén,
in ibud., 628-30, 643: V. Cantera Burgos, Sinagogas
espafiolas, Madrid 1955, 160-2, 179-80, 225-7; F.
Cantera and C. Carrete, Las juderias medievales en la
provincia de Guadalgjara, Madrid 1975; J.-C. Garcia
Lopez, La Alcarria en oy dos primeros siglos de su recon-
quista, Guadalajara 1973; B, Pavén Maldonado, Alald
de Henares medieval. Arte isigmico y mudéar, Madrid-
Alcala de Henares 1982; idem, Guadalgjara medieval.
Arte y arqueologia drabe y mudéiar, Madrid 1984;
J. Vallve, La dwisin territorial de Ia Esparia musulmana,
Madrid 1986, 310-13; P. Ballesteros San José, Sobre
la conquista cristiana de (uadalajar y Sigiienza, in Actas
del I encuentro de historiadures del Valle de Henares (nov.
1988), Alcala de Henares 1988, 67-74; J. Valiente
Malla a‘nd'M-A. Cuiclrado Prieto, Las torres de
Atienza, in ihid., 631-42; E. Manzano Moreno, La
Jrontera de al-Andalus en ipoca de los Omeyas, Madrid
1991, 54-5, 150-3, 160, 294, 318, 328, 333, 347,
372-4; M. Makki, 1 /w fwlitical history of al-Andalus, in
S.A. Jayyusi (ed.), The logagy of Mustim Spain, Leiden
1992, 8, 29j30> 74, M,J. Viguera Molins (ed.), Los
Reinos de Taifas. Al-Andalus en el 5. XI, in Historia de
Espafia, viit*, Madrid 1994, chs. of Viguera, M.L.
Avila Navarro and Pavin Maldonado.

\j . {(CIR1STINA DE LA PUENTE)
\(ar-/WADI '.-KABIR, Guadalquivir, the name
given by the Arabs to the ancient Betis river in
Southern Spain. It hus remained in Spanish
toponymy through the Spanish-Arabic dialect form
Wad al-Kibir. According 10 the Arab sources, it is
also called al-Nahr al-Akhur or al-Nahr al-A%zam (the
Great River), Nahr Kuruly, {River of Cordéva) and
Nahr [shbiliya (River of Seville), but it is seldom called
Nahr Biti/Bita (Betis River), In poetry sometimes it
is called Nahr Hims (River of Hims), that is, River
of Seville. The history of this “river goes back to
Roman times, where it yluyed a major role within
the Roman Baetica, or sthern Hispania. After the
Islamic conquest, its ancient Latin name was changed
to the Arabic one (al-jWadli '|.Kabir (the Great River),
possibly due to its extensive flow, which the Mushim
conquerors compared with North African small streams
that they knew previmmly,

Wadr ’l-Kabir was, wimi still is at present, one of
the most important rivery in the Iberian Peninsula,
and the southernmost of them all. It flows through
the heart of al-Andalus, frm northeast to southwest,
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