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ol — WABAR — AL-\WAD wa 'L-WAID

On the archacological discovery at al-Shisar, any
firm judgement would be premature, since a detailed
scientific report is not yet available. The identification
with the Omanum emporium is dubious in light of recent
extensive work on Ptolemy’s Geography, which points to
the interpretation of the term emporium as referring
exclusively to coastal market towns; and even the
Bedouin who accompanied Bertram Thomas when he
crossed the Empty Quarter, and who recounted the
legend that Wabar was a great city buried beneath the
sands, were indicating an area far to the northwest of
al-Shisar. Hence the small size and the architectonic
features of the enclosure found at al-Shisar do not seem
to offer any evidence for its identification with a major
pre-Islamic trading town. According to popular belief
in the area, the ruin could be related to a stronghold
built by the ruler of Hadramawt, Sultan Badr b.
Tuwayrik, around the middle of the 10th/16th cen-
tury (see on him, R.B. Serjeant, The Portuguese off the
South Arabian coast, Beirut 1974, index of proper names).

Bibliography: G.M.B. Jones, On the incense trail.

From the Empty Quarter to the Indian Ocean, in Minerva,

1ii/4 ( July-August 1992), 14-17; M.C.A. Macdonald,

Wabar, in the section Archaeology and artifacts of the

Arabian Peminsula by R. Boucharlat, in J.M. Sasson

(ed.), Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, i, New York

1995, 1351; and for a popular account of the search

for “Ubar” and its identification with al-Shisar,

N. Clapp, The road to Ubar. Finding the Atlantis of the

sands, London, Boston and New York 1998.

_ {P.M. Cosrta)

WAD MADANI, a city in the Republic of
Sudan (1993 pop., 220,000), located on the left bank
of the Blue Nile 136 km/85 miles southeast of the
capital Khartoum [see AL-KHURTOM], and the main
urban centre of the Djazira region (the area between
the Blue and White Niles). It is adjacent to the head-
quarters of the Djazira irrigation scheme at Barakar.

The name is derived from Muhammad b. Madani
(/I late 17th century), known as Wad (i.e. Walad)
Madani, a prominent religious scholar and teacher
of the Maliki legal handbook al-Riszla by Ibn Abi
Zayd al-Kayrawani [¢.0.]. His tomb, a simple brick
kubba in which his successors were also buried, is
located in the oldest quarter of the town, named al-
Madaniyyin. Wad Madani developed into a large set-
tlement during the 18th century and, in the aftermath

of the Turkish-Egyptian conquest of the Fundj [g.0.] .

kingdom in 1821, it supplanted Sinnar as a regional
administrative and commercial centre. It also continued
to be a major centre of Islamic scholarship and training
during the 19th and 20th centuries, with the schools

of the Madaniyyin family, of Muhammad al-Izayrik (d. |

¢a. 1883), and of ‘Alf al-Buighi (d. 1929). These schools
stressed study of the Kur’an and jurisprudence over
Safism (Muhammad wad MadanT himself is known as

al-Sunni), befitting the city’s development into a major |
| “People of the Fire” (ahl al-nar). This certainty of sal-

Bibliography: For a biography of Muhammad !
b. Madani, see Muhammad al-Nar b. Dayf Allah,
K. al-Tabakat, ed. Yiusuf Fadl Hasan, *Khartoum -
1974, 329-32; H.C. Jackson, Two Gezira Jamilies, in

commercial entrepét.

Sudan Notes and Records, iii (1920), 94-109 includes

an account of the Madaniyyin; Muhammad al- |
[zayrik is remembered by one of his pupils in Babikr

Bedri, The memoirs of Babikr Bedri, w. Yousef Bedri
and G. Scott, London 1969, 11-14.
_ (N. McHucn)
WA’D ar-BANAT (a), “the disposal by burying
alive of newborn daughters”, refers to the practice
in pre-Islamic times of burying newborn girls

immediately after birth. The concept occurs with strong
disapproval in the Kuran in LXXXI, 8, in the form
al-maw’iida, but according to mediaeval fafiir, the prac-
tice is alluded to also in LX, 12 (believing women
who do not kill their children), XVI, 58/59; XLIII,
17 (anger and grief for the birth of a daughter), and
in VI, 151, XVII, 31 (the killing of children for fear
of poverty). According to the hadith, the practice was
explicitly forbidden by the Prophet (see Wensinck,
Concordances, s.v. w--d). From two traditions where ai-
‘azl [g.0.] “coitus interruptus” is called respectively al-
wa’d al-khafi “the hidden burying alive” (Muslim, nikah,
141; Ibn Madja, nikah, 61; Ibn Hanbal, vi, 361, 434)
and al-maw’iida al-sughra “the lesser buried alive one”
(Abi Dawtd, nikah, 48; Ibn Hanbal, iii, 33, 51, 53)
it may be concluded that, more generally, the prac-
tice was probably a primitive sort of population con-
trol, though “gendered”. In modern Islam, the issue
of the prohibition of infanticide has played an impor-
tant role in the debate on the legality of family plan-
ning (see Abdel Rahim Omran, Family planning in the
legacy of Islam, London 1992, 86-89 and passim); the
opponents argue that ‘@z/ or any practice that pre-
vents pregnancy is to be equated with wa’d, whilst
the proponents maintain that contraception merely
prevents pregnancy and involves no killing and that
only abortus provocatus is covered by the prohibition of
wa’d and that ‘ezl was permitted by the Prophet.
_ (F. Leemuuis)

AL-WA'D wa "L-WAID (a.), “the Promise and the
Threat”, represents one of the ““Five Principles”
(al-us@! al-khamsa), which since the time of Abu -
Hudhayl [¢.2.] have been considered character-
istic of Mu‘tazilT theology. With this slogan, the
Mu‘tazila expressed their conviction that not only the
unbelievers had to face damnation on the Day of
Judgement but that Muslims who had committed a
grave sin (kabTra [see KHATTA]) without repentance
were also threatened by eternal hellfire.

The starting-point of this dogma was the exegesis
of certain Kur’anic statements. These stress, on the
one hand, that God has “promised” Paradise to the
believers (e.g. IX, 72) and Hell to the unbelievers (e.g.
X, 68) (in both cases the verb wa%da is used), i.e.
He has made a binding declaration of intent. On the
other hand, the Kur'an declares that certain grave
sins will be punished by eternal damnation. Thus it
says in e.g. IV, 10 that “Those who devour the prop-
erty of the orphan unjustly, ... will in the end roast
in a hellish blaze” (cf. also IV, 30; LXXXII, 14, et al.).

The Muslims of the early period were nonetheless
of the opinion that these “verses of threat” were not
addressed to them. They were apparently convinced
that, due to their adherence to Islam, they automat-
ically belonged to the “People of Paradise” (ahl al-
djanna), thinking that such warnings could only be
meant for the unbelievers, characteristically called the

vation, however, crumbled during the first century of
the Hidjra. Various religious movements (Kharidjites,
Kadarls and ascetics) contributed to this process, since
they, for a wide variety of reasons, thought that eter-
nal punishment was not precluded in the case of sin-
ful Muslims.

These discussions apparently influenced the opin-
ions of the Mu‘tazilis. The Kadari model was deci-

¢ sive here; for, just like the adherents of the Kadariyya,
| the: Mu‘tazila were of the opinion that individuals

determine their actions themselves and are, therefore,
to be held responsible for their good and bad deeds.
In addition, the Mu‘tazila stressed the principle of
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