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slightly more “historical” in character, none of these materials would
qualify Khilid b. Ma‘dan as anything but a traditionist. We also find,
however, a collectlon of about twenty accounts on Kh#lid’s authority in al-
Tabans Ta’rikh, most of them dealing with the conquest of Syria by the
Muslims™. Khalid’s close ties to the Umayyad authoritiesin Syriamay well
have put him in a position to consult both official documents and
individuals that could have told him much about the conquest of Syria, and
so the presence of such a body of accounts may seem quite persuasive
evidence of Khilid’s interest in historical matters. These accounts are,
however, so different in character from others bearing Kh4lid’s name, and
the transmission of them is so problematic (they are all pruportedly
conveyed via unknown authorities to the Iraqi author Sayf b.*Umar), that
we must remain skeptical about their validity until further research
clarifies the question of ‘Sayf’s sources, or turns up more accounts of this
kind traced from Khalid via transmitters other than Sayf.

Ubada b. Nusayy

Our third figure from this early generation of traditionists is*Ubfda b.
Nusayy al-Kindi (d.118A.H. ); he evidently served asjudge in Tiberias under
‘Abd al-Malik, and then was appointed governor (.e. mlhtary governor?) of
Jordan (al-Urdunn) by “Umar b.Abd al- Aziz%. He is presented in the
biographical sources as fearless in his criticism of the morals of the caliphs-
when the news of Hishdm’s mutilation and execution of Ghaylén al-
Dimashqi reached him, he supposedly vowed to write the caliph that he
disapproved of such a violation of custom and justice; he is also portrayed
(in a very proKindite tradition) as a bulwark agalnst Islam’s enemies?®t. He

_evidently transmitted hadlth from many companions and had a great

34. The accounts in question are Tab. 1/2086-89; 1/2090-95; 1/2095-2100; 1/2100; 1/2101;
1/2147; 1/2147-48; 1/2150-55; 1/2395-96; 1/2396-98; 1/2404; 1/2405-07; 1/2407;
1/2820;1/2821; 1/2824 (all dealing with the conquest of Syria); 1/2867 (governors in
Syria). Some of these are also found in TMD I (Munajjid), e.g.p. 484, 513-519,529.

35. Khalifa, Tabagat 11/794 (no. 2939); L.S. VIIB, 162; Tahdhib 5/113- 114; Khalifa, Ta rikh
2/516; TMD VIII, fol. 272b, lines 16-24; fol. 273a, lines 27- 30(1nchargeof]undal Urdunn);
fol. 273b, lines 12-14, AbQ Zura, Ta’ rzkh 339 (no. 671), Khahfa Ta’rikh 1/465 (‘amll al-
Urdunn); TMD VIII, fol. 273b. lines 14-16. Khalifa (Tabaqét) calls him a Himgi; Ibn
. “AsBkir, aJordanlan (TMD) VIII, for. 272b, line 16). Cf. TMD VIII, fol. 273a, lines 35-40,

' and al- Basaw1 2/329 (...Abt Mushir--s- Kamllb Salama), where heis called sayyuiahlal
Urdunn, whereas Amr b. Qaysis sayyid ahl al-Hims; cf. AbuZura, Ta rikh 249 (no. 307),
711 (no. 2253).

36. Ghaylén: TMD VII1, fol. 273b, hnes 30-34 (...al- Haytham b. Khan)a—no~‘AbduHah b.
Salim al- H1ms1 -na-Ibrabim b. Abi “Abla), cf. Abl Zur%, Ta rikh 370 (no 800). Kmdlte
tradltlon fol. 273a, line 40-fol. 273b, line 15 (...Ab% Mushir- hl—Mughua b. Mughn'a al-
Ramli- —q-Maslama b. “Abd al-Malik); Ab3 Zur%, Ta rikh 337 (no. 662), 711 (ho. 2254).
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the same Hish&m b. al:Ghz to al- Waqidi, recounts a Byzantine raid on the
Muslims in 35A.H., the destruction of the Byzantine fleetin a stor m, and the
subsequent fate of the Byzantine emperor Constantine IV in Slcﬂy“ A
fourth, traced through the Medinese scholar Sefid b. ‘Amlr al-Khazraji to al-
Madé’unl recounts a sermon of Mucawiya®s, A 1,
scholar of Mosul, relates details of the early nquest of northern
Mesopotamia and Samosata (Sumaysét) in northernmost Syria4s,

In addition to the five already described, moreover, there are any more
accounts bout the early history of Syria that are ascribed to “UbAda: about:
twenty, all dealing with the conquest of Syria, are found in al-Tabari’s
history. Most of these accounts, however, pose the same problem as al-
Tabari’s accounts from Khahd b. Ma‘dan-—they come via unknown
transmitters to Sayf b. “Umart’. Like Sayf’s accounts from Kh#lid b.
Macddn noted above, these accounts from ¢Ubfda are remarkably
consistent in their content; all describe the early stages of the conquest of
Syria. In this case, however we may wish to view them more charitably
than we did Khahd b. Ma‘dan s accounts, since they are not very different
in character from the historical accounts transmitted from <Ubada via
authorities other than Sayf. Because of the problematic nature of their
transmission, however, we must for the present disregard them as possible
evidence of cU‘bada s hlstorlcal interests.

Even disregarding such porblematic accounts, however, the more
secure historical accounts transmitted from “Ubada-all of which deal with
the early history of Syria during MusAwiya’s governorship or caliphate--are
sufficient to suggest that*Ubdda b. Nusayy was especially concerned with
collecting materials on this theme. What his own sources for this
information may have been is less clear. Al-Balédhuri, after quoting one of
€Ubada’s accounts, says that “the same authority (i.e., “‘UbAda?) says, ‘1
read in the book of Maghazz Mudwiyah...that Mu‘w1yah in the year 31 led

44. Tab. 1/3086-87 (Waq <Hish&m b. al-Ghaz <“Ubida b. Nusayy).

45. Bal. Ans@b IVA (ed. Klster/Scholessmger) p-34(=ed. ‘Abbas, p. 44-45) (Al- Madaml( Sacid
b. “Amir al-Khazraji <“Ubada b. Nusayy). On SaSd b. “Amir, see Tahdhib 4/69.

46. Khahfa Ta vikh 1/131, sub anno 18A.H. (ha-a man< al»Mughlra b. Ziyad al«Mawsil;~
¢ “Ubada b. Nusayy)..

47. The following accounts in al-Tabari’s Ta ¥ikh have Sayf receiving material from~ Ubada
via unknown authorities: Tab. 1/2084-85; 1/2086-89; 1/2090-95; 1/1295-2100; 1/2100;
1/2147; 1/2150-55; 1/2395-96; 1/2396-98; 1/2404; 1/2405-07; 1/2407;1/2576-77; 1/2584-87:
1/2820; 1/2821; 1/2821-22; 1/2824-25; 1/2825-26. (Sce also note 35 above) In the great
majority of cases, the unkown intermediary is either Ab{ “Uthman Yazid b. Asid al-
Ghassani or Abil Haritha Muhriz al- “Abshami. Only one account lists a different
mtermedlary Tab. 172821 bis (...Sayf<Muhammad b. S& Gd<UbAdab. Nusayy¢Junddab.
AB} Umayya al- AZdl) on Mu‘awiya raiding Cyprus.
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