THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM, (New Edition), Vol. X, (Fasc. 177-178), 2000 LEIDEN, pp.

' ‘UKAYLIDS — AL-UKAY SHIR

787

nephew Mu‘tamid al-Dawla Kirwash b. al-Mukallad
b. al-Musayyab emerged as victor and began a fifty
years’ reign (391-442/1001-50), controlling Mawsil and
several other fortresses and towns of al-Djazira. The
main threat to Kirwash’s power in the second half of
his reign proved to be that from bands of Turkmens
who were moving westwards from Persia, taking ad-
vantage of the enfeebled state of the Biyids in ‘Irak.
Kirwash and his allies the Mazyadids [¢.2.] of al-Hilla
did defeat the Oghuz in 435/1044, but Kirwash lost
his power as a result of disputes among the ‘Ukaylid
family members [see art. Kanwdsh, in EI'].

With the reign of Kirwash’s great-nephew Sharaf
al-Dawla Muslim b. Kuraysh b. Badran (453-78/1061-
85 [g.0]), the “Ukaylid dominions reached their great-
est extent and stretched almost from Baghdad to
northern Syria and Aleppo. Careful to ally himself
with what was now the dominant power in the Middle
Eastern lands, the Saldjuks under Alp Arslan and
Malik Shah, he was able to occupy Harran, Edessa
and, in 472/1079, Aleppo. However, he coveted con-
trol of Damascus also, so now switched sides to the
Saldjuks’ enemies in Syria, the Fatimids [g.0.], in the
hope of receiving Fatimid military support for the con-
quest of Damascus. This proved a disastrous decision,
and a Saldjuk army appeared at Mawsil. Muslim
turned westwards to attack the Saldjuk chief in Asia
Minor, Sulayman b. Kutulmish [g. v] , but was defeated
near Antioch by the latter and killed in 478/1085.

‘Ukaylid chiefs, including Muslim’s brother Ibrahim
and his own sons ‘All and Muhammad, now became
involved in internecine strife over control of Mawsil,
with their Saldjik suzerains intervening at various
junctures; but Ibrahim was killed in 486/1093 and
‘Ali forced finally to yield the city to the Saldjiiks in
489/1096.

There were also several local lines of ‘Ukaylid gov-
ernors in towns of northern ‘Irdk and Diyar Mudar,
including Takrit, Hit, “‘Ukbara, Ana, al-Haditha and
Kal‘at Dja‘bar, and some of these persisted into the
6th/12th century; a branch at Kal‘at Dja‘bar and al-
Rakka lasted until 564/1169 under a descendant of
Badran b. al-Mukallad untll ended by the Zangids.

There are indications that the ‘Ukaylids were some-
thing more than predatory Bedouin chiefs and that
they introduced certain administrative techniques into
their lands. Thus Muslim b. Kuraysh is said to have
installed a sdhib al-khabar or intelligence agent in each
one of his villages; and several ‘Ukaylids achieved
fame as poets. The subjection of the ‘Ukaylids and
then of the Mazyadids to Saldjik power marks the
end of purely Arab control over the countryside of
Irak and al-Djazira, which now became politically
dominated by Turkish potentates, whilst the land
acquired an increasing element of Turkish and Kurdish
nomads.

JRﬂblwgmphy . Sources. These are basically

&) dard onmes for the history of the period,
¢ '/, Hilal al-Sabi’, Miskawayh and Ibn ai-Athir.
\ . adies. H.C, Kay, Notes on the history of the
e * oyl in JRAS, N.S. xviii (1886), 491-526;
"x!«‘

ey

? oglu, Sultan Meliksah devrinde Biivik Selcukiu
wgu, Istanbul 1953, 40 I, 86 fI.; C.E.
@w/ \, in Camb. hist. Iran, v, 24-5, 98; idem, The
L nic dynasties, 91-2 no. 38,
(C.E. BosworTH)

)‘/AL-UKAYSHIR the appellative of the Umay-
yad poet al-Mughira b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-
Aswad b. Wahb b. Na‘idj b. Kays b. Mu‘rid of the
‘Amr b. Asad b. Khuzayma (Ibn Hazm, Djamharat
ansib al-Arab, Cairo 1391/1971, 191, and not as is

commonly acknowledged after the Aghani). He owed
this appellative “red face” to a skin disease which
ancient sources denoted by the. generic term baray,
leprosy (al-Djahiz, al-Bursan wa ’-‘urdian, Beirut 1401/
1981, 68, 74, referring to al-Ukayshir by name). This
must have made him repulsive to look at, and he
attacked anyone at all who called him by this nick-
name.

Born and raised within Islam, he arrived in Kufa
at a very early age and settled there untl his death
ca. 807699 (Ibn Shakir al-Kutubi, fol. 13a,, records
the date of his death as 84/703). His fate” was no
different from that of a good number of poets of his
generation. For his subsistence he hired out his serv-
ices to the factions who were squabbling for power;
this former “‘Uthmani took up the Zubayrid and the
Marwanid cause in turn with every new reversal of
forfune. Two episodes stand out clearly in his disor-
dered, pleasure-seeking life. He was conscripted into
the Zubayrid army raised by the governor of the city,
but turned back hardly having set foot in Syria. On
this occasion, he composed a piece of writing describ-
ing his desertion, his refusal to let himself be killed
and his preference for the joys of life (Dreodn, no. XL).
The second concerns his assassination by the fol-
lowers of Muhammad b. al-Ash‘ath al-Kindi (ibid.,
no. XXXVII) or of ‘Abd Allah b. Ishak b. Talha (al-
Zubayri, Nasab Kuraysh, 287), both members of the
aristocracy of Kafa, whom he had praised profusely
during his career as a laudatory poet.

The rare vestiges of his poetry which survive (48
pieces and fragments which amount to 184 verses)
show that he can in no way be regarded as a minor
poet. In the classical period his work had two recen-
sions. The first one was made by Muhammad b.
Habib, and was therefore prior to 245/859. Of the
second, nothing is known, but it was cited by several
anthologists. His poetry looks in a determined way to
new horizons, breaking free from the poetic and the
secular conventions and constraints. The poetry which
he composed was libertine in its language and motifs.
There are short poems which hold religion and- its
practices up to ridicule; the tone is astonishingly inso-
lent. In his spirited and nimbly drawn parodies, he
portrays drunken #mams professing cynical views, irrev-
erent men who come close to the borders of heresy
{(Diwan, nos. XIII, XXI). In some respects, the sex-
ual dimensions of libertinism and profligacy are less
acceptable; such fragments here flow readily into
pornography (nos. X, XLV). His Augia’, which was
very much feared in that period and seems to have
been the cause of his assassination, exploited the sub-
ject of dissolute sexual mores. Without doubt he is
the herald of the epigrams of the modernist main-
stream poets of the 2nd/8th century. The best of his
poetic contribution is, however, his bacchanalian verse.
In his poems devoted to this theme the poet succeeds
in conveying his enthusiasm and his love for wine.
He manages this by means of sketches which kindle
the imagination in a particularly fascinating way as
comical situations are drawn: such is the image of
the pipe stretched out by the drinkers across the door
of the tavern to pour out wine for the soldiers (ibid.,
no. II); and also the hybrid faun frequenting the tav-
erns (Hunayn al-Hirl, Dawma, Abu °l-Dahhak, Umm
Hunayn) which seems here to come alive before our
very eyes.

In the history of Arab literature, al-Ukayshir is a
representative of the urban poet. In an urban civili-
sation, the poet who is abandoned by his tribe must
become laudatory. Patrons soon tire of incessant
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