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ii THE MUSLIM WORLD

The article Muhammad, Muslims, and Islamophiles in Dante’s
Cominedia by Shawkat Toorawa of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, looks at the portrayal of Muslims and Iskamophiles in 7%¢
Divine Commedy. Professor Toorawa concludes that while the “treatment of
the Prophet and his cousin [‘Ali} is negative, ...that of Avicenna, Averrées, and

Saladin is not.”

Finally, we also include two short articles on Andalusia’s Crowning
Glory and Damascus’ Crowning Glory by the Arab-Canadian author Habeeb
Salloum.

A selection of Book Reviews, Notes of the Quarter, and Survey of
Periodicals complete this January/April issue.
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Vol. LXXXII January-April 1992 No. 1-2

THE MOTHERS OF THE BELIEVERS
IN THE HADITH
A

\

e

Introduction

In the contemporary Muslim world, the question of Zza/74 authenticity
serves as one of the touchstones which define and separate a number of ideo-
logically different Muslim approaches to religion and law. The formulation of
competing Islamic paradigms and their stances on A2z authenticity and
faarit relevance is, of course, an inner-Islamic affair. With a few exceptions
(and those mostly in the form of refutations), the analytical and historicist
fladits criticism elaborated by Orientalists has remained unacknowledged in
the Muslim world.

For most Muslims, the authenticated Zza/t4 is sacred literature, only
second in holiness to the Qur’anic revelation. Even though Muslim modern-
ists! and even “fundamentalists” have deemphasized the ZzZ7/4in their quest
to formulate Qur’an-based agendas for a renewed Islamic order, the general
Muslim reaction to the questioning of A</t authenticity remains strongly
negative, especially among main-stream conservatives. The latter’s position as
formulated by the Wfmais frequently cast in defensive language which, in
turn, meshes with the conservatives' commitment to preserve the sharia in its
traditional form. Insofar as the classical sharia rests on the authenticity of
the suznz as formulated in the medieval Zzaits large-scale and substantive
criticism of the /Zadj#/rwould mean to strip the swznzof its importance which,
in turn, would deal taglid (unquestioning adoption of established legal deci-
sions) a deadly blow.

During the Middle Ages the Islamic establishment had its own creative
period of sifting the authentic traditions from the fabricated. Concentrating
mainly on the chains of transmitters of traditions (the /sz#s), Muslim

' Some Muslim modernists have gone so far as to question the authenticity of large segments of
the Aaaith of., e.g., G.H.A. Juynboll, Zhe Authenticity of the Tradition Literature: [iscussions in
Mocrern Lgype (Leiden: Brill, 1969), pp. 21-46.
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Wives of the Prophet .

The Prophet is usually said to have. had
thirteen wives or concubines, of whom
nine survived him. But there is some
dispute as to the identity of the thirteen.
Some modern Muslim biographers have
linked the large size of the Prophet’s
harem to the fact that all of the
Prophet’s marriages had been con-
cluded by the time that the early
Medinan revelation of. @ 4:3 limited the
number of wives to four (Haykal, Life of
" Muhammad, 2g3; se€ MARRIAGE AND -
DIVORCE). Conversely, an Orientalist his-
torian of the qur'anic text has suggested:
that the Prophet had only four wives at -
the time of the revelation of @.4:3 (Stern,
Marriage, 78-81; see POST-ENLIGHTEN-
MENT ACADEMIC STUDY OF THE
QUR’AN). »

Vol. V, Leiden 2006. pp.

General Edit. Jane Dammen McAuhffe, Encyciopaedia of the Qui'an,

. IsAM 145639.
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