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sunk off Alexandria. He was imprisoned by the angry
caliph for three years, which he used for study and
composition. On being freed, he intended to return
to al-Andalus via al-Mahdiyya [g.2.], capital in Tunisia
of the Zirids, but was so well received by the ruler
‘Al b. Yahya that he remained at his court, as eulo-
gist and chronicler, for the rest of his life, dying there.
Abu ’l-Salt had a son, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, who was also
a great poet. On both the historical and literary levels,
Abu °1-$alt was an important source for many later
authors, such as Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a, Ibn al-Kifti, etc.,
and in their works numerous fragments of his works
are given.

He was an abundant and eclectic author—medical
man, philosopher, astronomer, musician, historian and
poet, though he had no interest whatever in the reli-
gious sciences.

2. Works

Medicine. (a) K. al-Adwiya al-mufrada, of which Latin
and Hebrew trs. were made, partial ed. Ibradhim b.
Murad, in al-Hayat al-Thakafiyya, iv/3 (1979), 153-68,
ed. al-Khattabi, in al-Aghdhiva wa ’l-adwiya, 8. See
Steinschneider, in Archiv fiir Pathologische Anatomie und
Siir Klinische Medicin, xciv (1883), 28-50. (b) K. al-Intisar
b-Hunayn b. Ishak ‘ala Ibn Ridwan. (c) Fi l-tibb wa °I-
tandiim wa ‘l-alhan. (d) K. al-Intisar fi usal al-tibb. On
his place in the history of medicine, see Leclerc, Histoire
de la médecine arabe, Paris 1876, ii, 74-5.

Philosophy. (a) Takwim al-dhihn, a treatise on
Aristotelian logic, Span. tr. and study by A. Gonzalez
Palencia, Rectificacion de la mente, Madrid 1915.

History. (a) al-Risala al-misriypa, describing all he
saw and those he met in Egypt, dedicated to the
Zirid prince Yahya b. Tamim, father of ‘Alf b. Yahya,
often cited by al-MakrizT in his £hitat, ed. Cairo 1951,
and also in Hartn, Nawdadir al-makhtatai, i, 5056, par-
tial tr. in A.L. de Prémare, in MIDEO (1964-6), 179-
208. (b) al-Dibadia fi mafakhir Sanhadja, on the Zirid
dynasty, known from citations in later North African
historians; see Idris, Sirides, i, Introd. pp. xvii ff. (¢) Fi
l-adab wa “IHarid wa °l-ta’rikh. (d) Ta’rikh, cited by Ibn
al-Abbar and al-Balafiki.

Literature. (a) K. Hadika, a poetical anthology on the
model of al-Tha‘alibi’s Yafima, extracts cited by ‘Imad
al-Din in his Kharidat al-kasr, kism shu‘ard® Misr, Cairo
1951-2, and ed. al-Dasiiki and ‘Abd al-‘Azim, Cairo
1964. (b) K. al-Mulah al-‘asriyya, dedicated to the poets of
al-Andalus. (c) Eulogising poems addressed to al-Afdal
and Yahya b. Tamim, plus many other poems on var-
ied themes. All these are now lost, but with numerous
extracts in Ibn AbT Usaybi‘a and al-Makkari. (d) Diwan,
ed. M. al-Marztk, Tunis 1974, and see J. Calvo Puig,
in Canfali (1985), 16. (e) Different meanings of the
word nukta. (f) Dwan rasa’ilihi. (g) Fi “l-funin.

Astronomy. (a) R. fi *l“amal bi ‘l-asiurlab, analysis
m JM. Millas Vallicrosa, Assaig d’historia de les idees
Sisiques 1 matématiques a la Catalunya medieval, Barcelona
1931, 75-81. (b) Sifat ‘amal safitha diami‘a iakawwama
btha djami® al-kawakib al-saba, the last of the equatoria
of al-Andalus, studied by E.S. Kennedy, in Physis, xii
(1970), 73-81, repr. in Studies in the exact sciences, Beirut
1983, 481-91, and by M. Comes, Ecuatorios Andalusies:
Ibn al-Samh, al-Zargalluh y Abii-al-Salt, Barcelona 1990,
1991. (c). K al-Wadjiz fi Um al-hay’a, a summary of
astronomy, regarded, however, as useless by the Fagimid
astronomer Ibn al-Halabi. (d) Adjwiba ‘an masa’il sw’ila
‘anhd fa-adjdba, the solution of six astronomical prob-
lems with the help of geometrical drawings.

Geometry. (a) K. fi ’l-handasa (wadjiz). (b) al-Iktisar
Si l-handasa. (c) A mukhtasar of Euclid’s Elements, accord-
ing to Ibn Khaldan.

Music. (a) R. fi ‘l-mastkd, see on it H. Avenary,
in Musica Disciplina, vi (1952), 27-32, and in Yuval, iii
(1974), 7-84; also 1. Adler, Hebrew wrilings concerning
music in manuscripts and printed books from Geonic times up
to 1800, in Répertoire internat. des sources musicales, série B,
ix/2, Munich 1975, 9-35.

According to the Arabic sources, Abu ’I-Salt played
the lute very well, and he seems to have introduced
Andalusi music into Tunisia. He seems also to have
undertaken the composition of an encyclopaedia on
the scientific disciplines of the Quadrivium, and from
some indications in Hebrew translations of his works,
it apparently dealt with geometry, astronomy, arith-
metic and music. The major part of the Hebrew
translation made in 1395 by Benvenist ben Lavi of
an arithmetical commentary by Abu ’l-Salt (and also
of a musical text) is in fact a translation of the rel-
evant section of Ibn Sina’s Skif@’. See T. Langermann,
Un nouvel extrait de louvrage des nombres amiables. Le
témoignage des lextes hebreux médidvaux, in Arabic Science and
Philosophy, vi (1996), 63-87. On Abu ’l-Salt and the
history of science in Muslim Spain, see J. Sams6, Las
ciencias de los antiguos en al-Andalus, Madrid 1992, 310-
17. Abu °1-Salt is cited by many Jewish authors, such
as Samuel of Marseilles and Isaiah ben Isaac ben
Nathan of Cordova (both 14th century) and Profiat
Duran (15th century).

Bibliography (in addition to references in the
article): 1. Sources. Ibn al-Abbar, Takmilat al-Sila,
Algiers 1920, 539; Dhahabi, Swyar alam al-nubal@,
xix, 634-5 no. 375; Yakat, Irshad, ed. Margoliouth,
i, 361-3 no. 133; Ibn Khallikan, ed. ‘Abbas, i,
243-7 no. 104, tr. de Slane, i, 228-30; Ibn al-Kifig,
237; Tbn Sa‘id, Mughrib, Cairo 1953, 1, 256-7, no.
186; Safadi, Wafi, ix, 402 no. 4333; Ibn al-Imad,
Shadharat, iv, 83-5, 144; Suyutl, Husn al-muhdadara, i,
232; Hadjdji Khalifa, vi, 430.

2. Studies and reference works. Pons
Boigues, 198-201 no. 159; Suter, Mathematiker, 115
no. 272; Steinschneider, in Virchows Archiv, xciv, 28-
65; J.A. Sanchez Pérez, Biografias de matemdticos arabes
que florecieron en Esparia, Madrid 1921, 130-2; Brockel-
mann, I3, 641, S 1, 889; Zirikly, A%m', i, 23; M]J.
Rubiera Mata, Literatos del Sharg al-Andalus. Abu-s-
Salt de Denia ¢ Ibn Dihya de Calpe, in Revista del
Instituto de  Estudios Ahcantinos, xxxvi (1982), 33-43;
M.1. Fierro, HATA (database of Andalusi scholars,
in course of preparation). (Merct CowmEs)
UMAYYA B. ‘ABD Suams, ancestor of the

Umayyads, the principal clan of the Kuraysh
of Mecca. His genealogy (Umayya b. ‘Abd Shams
b. ‘Abd Manaf b. Kusayy) and his descendants are
given in Wiistenfeld, Geneal. Tabellen, U, V, and Ibn
al-Kabbi, in Caskel-Strenziok, i, nos. 8 fI. Like all
other eponyms of Arab tribes and clans, his actual
existence and the details of his life have to be accepted
with caution, but too great scepticism with regard to
tradition would be as ill-advised as absolute faith in
its statements. As those Umayyads who were living
at the beginning of the Muslim epoch were only in
the third generation from their eponym (e.g. Abd
Sufydan b. Harb b. Umayya), there is nothing improb-
able in the latter’s being a historical personage; besides,
there is nothing in tradition to suggest he was a myth-
ical individual or a later invention. The name Umayya
is common in Arab nomenclature, and is found in
both northern and southern tribes; the meaning which
anti-Umayyad polemic gives to it (a diminutive of ama
“slave-girl”) would make it a sobriquet; we also have
the positive form Banii Ama as the name of a tribe
(cf. Ibn Durayd, Kuab al-Ishtikak, 34).
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