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MICHAEL BONNER

Silent Trade a

We may rf:call that the “markets of the Arabs” formed an annual
sequence in which the culminating point was the fair of ‘Ukag
Within this entirely Arab meeting-place, with zero barriers of Ian‘:
guage and culture, we find another kind of silent trade, which may

hold a key to understandi ire si
ing the entire situation fo i
turn of the seventh century. " Arabia at the

They did their selling there [at ‘Ukaz] i ’l-si
) z| in secret (bi’l-sirdar or bi’l-sqrg
If it was necessary to sell when a merchant had in his presence as?}:[olit;):

sand men wishing to buy, and he did i
et o ishing fo! pryoﬁt’ﬂ id not wish to do so, then he had a

To a modern reader this seems strange. Why should a merchant
be31.eged by eager customers, not want to sell just when he stands t ’
receive a favorable price for his entire stock? From whom does h0
Slalm a share in the profit”? What is the connection between thi:
ksltlalre 1r; the profit” and the “selling in secret” imposed on the mar-
thE?ace. Above all, why is secrecy—a form of silence—imposed
As a commercial practice, al-bay* bi’l-sirar is unknown to texts of
Islamic law,” but it does occur fleetingly in Arabic lexicograph
There we are told that it consisted of two parties to a sale racinp tyc;
pull their Se.al rings off their fingers (or out of their sleeves); whoegver
produced his seal first got to conclude the bargain on his ow)n terms,>
an absurd technique if there ever was one, and unlikely to have b )
useq in pre-Islamic Arabia or anywhere else. .
First we must ask what al-bay* bi’l-sirgr really means. Sirdr or sardr
can mean “the last night of the lunar month.”> If this were to appl
?ere{,i then we would Eave: “They did their selling [at ‘Ukaz] in thz
last ay of the month™: a crush of customers doing their shoppin
in a brief time and overwhelming the merchant, whose reluctagfe tg
sell may be aggravated by the tendency of buyers to gang up against

* al-Marziqi, Azmina, 2:165. Fa-idhd wai
) Z0qL, , 2:165. Fa- wajaba al-bay* wa-4 - tdji j
mimman yuridu al-shird’ wa-1a yuriduhu fa-lz{hu al‘—zshal?sz:/ ;’I_I:if;i ekAagi alf reju

8 Tk it i i
s3n ave not found it in any legal text, and neither did al-Afghani: see Aswag:

* al-Mutarriz, al-Mughrib: sv.; cf, al-Afghani, Aswig: 54.

* E.Lane, An Arabic- i i illi
1893), jorns, rabic-English Lexicon (London: Williams and Norgate, 1863-

., (200059

T
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him.% Such a severe constriction of time for commerce at ‘Ukaz is
far-fetched, and goes against other evidence that we have.”” The only
modern scholar who ventured a solution to this problem, F. Krenkow,
thought that al-bay* bi’l-sirar indeed meant “selling in secret,” as if
it were al-bay‘ bi’l-sirr. He reasoned that because the tribes came
together at ‘Ukaz while still in a state of war, they concealed them-
selves even as they traded. Proof for this came, Krenkow thought, in
a passage in the tradition on the markets in which the Arab nobles
are said to have veiled themselves at ‘Ukaz out of fear of being rec-
ognized by their enemies.”

If Krenkow was right—and no other solution has been proposed—
then we have at ‘Ukaz a “selling in secret” which echoes the Arabian
silent practices that we have already seen. Even so, however, the pas-
sage just quoted on “selling in secret” still makes little sense. Before
we assign the blame to generations of transmitters and copyists for
garbling the text, we should recall that “profit” also occurs in several
other texts relating to pre-Islamic Arabia, specifically in narratives
about the activity of the Quraysh—the dominant tribal group in
Mecca—going back for several generations, beginning with
Muhammad’s ancestor Hashim b. ‘Abd Manaf.

Hashim is said to have established a series of commercial net-

works, associated with something called ilaf. This term appears in
the Quran,” and there has been disagreement, both in medieval and
modern scholarship, over its meaning and context. Much of the dis-
cussion has been exegetical, aimed at understanding the Quranic
passage. In general, 7ldf has been understood to mean “reconcilia-
tion,” “pact,” “safe-conduct.” Several of the extra-Quranic narratives
that touch on this matter state that Hashim and his brothers con-
cluded pacts with the rulers of Byzantium, Ethiopia, Yemen and

% al-Marziqi, Azmina, 2:162; above, n. 34.

7 Por instance, Abd ’l-Faraj, Kitab al-Aghani (Cairo: al-Hay’a al-Misriya
al-‘Amma I71-Kitab, 1992-4), 22:57, describing Ukaz as open for most or all of the
‘month of Dhii ’I-Qa‘da. See Bonner, “Time Has Come Full Circle.”

5 al-Marziqi, Azmina, 2:166. Krenkow expressed this view in a personal com-
munication to al-Afghani, reported by the latter at Aswaq: 54, n. 2. al-Afghani him-
self dismissed Krenkow’s view.

% Quran 106 (Quraysh): “For the ildf of Quraysh, their #af for the winter and
summer caravan. So let them serve the Lord of this House who has fed them against
hunger and secured them from fear.” (Arberry translation, with modifications).

Michael Bonner; “The Arabian Silent Trade: Profit and Nobility in the Merkets
of the Arabs”, Histories of the Middle East: Studies in Middle Eastern Society
Economy and Law in Honor of A.L. Udovitch, edit. Roxani Eleni Margariti, Adam |
Sabra, Petra M. Sijpesteijn, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2011. ISAM DN. 252653. s 2.3 a1
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THE MECCAN FEAST
C. Snouck Hurgronje

[15,110] In the perioed just before Muhammad’s rise while he was active, up
until his conquest of Mecca, the hajj held an important position in the lives
of the Meccans and all Arabian tribes related to them in any way. Trade was
more important than religion for them. The Bedouins did not travel for days
to be présent at solemn meetings or run around the Ka‘ba; their religious
needs were satisfied quite quickly, and the Meccan rituals lacked any
stimulus for further religious ceremony except... the smell of sacrifice,
and free meals of camel meat and beef. Treaties were signed, celebrations
held, perhaps sins were also atoned for by sacrifices served as meals for
invited guests or poor Meccans and pilgrims. Moreover, Meccan merchants
who had an interest in ensuring their annual markets should be heavily
patronised made sure that their guests lacked nothing. The official who was
appointed to oversee the preparation and distribution of free food, paid
for by the Meccans, held an important job (the rifada). Another official
made sure that a sufficient amount of Mecca’s unpleasantly tasting water,
sweetened with raisins or figs, was held in reservoirs to quench the thirst of
the visitors. This last-mentioned position (sigdya) remained in existence in
Islam under the supervision of the same ‘Abbasid family who had overseen
it in pre-Islamic times, while the distribution of food was done from that
time on in the name of the caliphs.? The visits of both modest and grand
merchants to the annual Meccan market were facilitated in this way.

The Meccan feast was preceded by other markets, also annual, in other
places in [16] the Hijaz. Three are usually mentioned, held in the month
preceding and during the month of the hajj itself: first, the market of “Ukag,
during the first tweniy days of Dhi 1-Qa‘da; secondly, the market of

* This is an edited translation of passages selected from C. Snouck Hurgronje, Het
Mekkaansche feest, (Leiden, 1880), reprinted in volume I, pp. 1-124, of the author’s
Verspreide geschriften, (edited by A.J. Wensinck, 6 volumes, Bonn and Leipzig, 1923-27).
The numbers in square brackets in this translation refer to the pagination of that
volume. On the work, see further, Editor’s Introduction, above pp. xxi-xxii and note 16.

} [Ellipses in the original Dutch Text.]

2 Al-Azraqi, Akhbar Makka, ed. Ferdifiand Wiistenfeld in Chroniken der Stadt Mekka, I

(Leipzig, 1858), 68ff.
L3262
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Suq ‘Ukaz in al-Ta’if:

Archaeological Survey of an Islamic Site

by Khaleel Ibrahim Al-Muaikel
(translated by Ghaida El-Osman)

uq ‘Ukaz (the “market of ‘Ukaz™)

is located forty kilometers east

of al-Ta’if, on the right side of

the paved road that leads to

Riyadh. ‘Ukaz is considered one of the

most important archaeological sites in al-

Ta’if. The site includes alarge main mound

surrounded by a stone wall (Fig. 1) and

“twelve smaller mounds spread around it.

Before discussing the prominent archaeo-

logical ruins and as their historical impli-

cations, we should consider Suq ‘Ukaz in
the pre-Islamic and Islamic periods.

‘Ukaz was a great Arab market in

the pre-Islamic period, indeed it was the

\\" / voLUME 7 NO.1

APRIL, 1995

SRR

THE BULLETIN OF MIDDLE EAST M

DIEVALISTS

largest market for all the people of the
Arabian peninsula, who used to transport
to it from every commercial city their trade
and manufactures, as well as their litera-
ture and poetry.

The ‘Ukaz market was held from
the first until the twentieth days of the
month of Dhu 1-Qa‘da, when the market of
Mijnah began and people journeyed to it.
The latter is closer to the city of Mekka.
Then, in the month of Dhu I-Hijja, the
pilgrims journeyed to Majaz, a town near
‘Arafa, where they used to stay until the

SEE ‘UKAZ, PAGE 2.

Figure 1. The main mound at Suq ‘Ukaz, with walls and ruins of palace.
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AL-UKAYSIR — UKBA 5. NAFI* 789

Bibliography: This article is based primarily on
T. Fahd, Le panthéon de UArabie centrale @ la veille de
I’Hégire, Paris 1968, 157-63, where full references
are given. (T. Faup)

V/ ‘UKAZ, the most famous and important of
all the annual fairs (sak [g.0], pl. aswak) of the
Arabs in pre-Islamic times. It was situated to the
southeast of Mecca between Nakhla and al-T2if in
the territory of the tribal group Hawazin [g.]. It
shared with two other fairs, Madjanna and Dhu ’l-
Madjaz, proximity to Mecca and its being held during
the Sacred Months. But it was the most important
of the three, and was held in the month of Dhu
’I-Ka‘da, just before the start of the pilgrimage to
‘Arafat and Mecca. The siik was strategically located
in the middle of the Spice Route of Western Arabia
and it especially flourished in the 6th century, owing to
the Byzantine-Persian wars, which diverted trade from
the Mesopotamian to the West-Arabian route on the
eve of the rise of Islam and redounded to the great
advantage of Mecca and Kuraysh. The tribe of TamIm
controlled some of ‘Ukaz’s important functions.

Although it was principally a fair for buying, sell-
ing and the exchange of various commodities, ‘Ukaz
was of great significance in other non-material aspects
of Arab life in pre-Islamic times, not unlike the national
festival of Classical Greece, the noviyvpig. And it was,
like other Arabian aswak, a unifying force among the
Arab tribes, where the Arabic literary koiné received
some development, where contests, literary and other,
were held, and where covenants and contracts were
struck, hallowed by proximity to ‘Arafat and the sanc-
tity of the Sacred Months. The later Islamic sources
speak of arbitration conducted by the poet al-Nabigha
al-Dhubyani [¢.z.].

The sik with its environs was the scene of some
important historical events, such as the Fidjar war in-
volving Kuraysh and Hawazin. It also witnessed some
historic visits, the most important of which was that
of the Prophet Muhammad and the Christian Kuss
b. Sa‘ida [¢.z], said to have been the bishop of Nadj-
ran, both of whom preached their respective faiths at
the sak.

“It was only natural that “‘Ukaz should have declined
-after the rise of Islam, which brought about a funda-
mental change in the relative importance of the trade
routes and the role of Arabian tribes, now the sinews
of the Arab conquests. Its actual demise took place
in 127/745, when the Hartriyya or Kharidjites sacked
it and thus consigned it to oblivion.

Bibliography: References to ‘Ukaz are scattered
in the various sources such as Ibn Habib, K al-
Mubhabbar, ed. Ilse Lichtenstidter, Haydarabad 1942,
263-8, and al-Marziki, K. al-Azmina wa ’l-amkina,
Haydarabad, 1332/1914, 1, 165-70; the best modern
work is Sa‘id al-Afghani, Aswak al-Arab, Damascus
1960, 277-343. For an archaeological survey of the
site, see Kh.I. al-Muaikel, Sag ‘Ukdz in al-Ta’%f, in
al-“Usar al-Wusta, Chicago, vii/1 (1995), 1-4.

_ (IrFaN SHAHID)

‘UKBA B. NAFI‘ b. ‘Abd al-Kays al-Kurashi al-
Fihri (d. 63/683), one of the most prominent
Arab commanders of the Islamic conquests
period, above all in North Africa, where he was
responsible for the foundation of al-Kayrawan [¢.0.].

He was born towards the end of the Prophet’s life,
hence was accounted a Companion, and was through
his mother a nephew of ‘Amr b. al-‘As [¢.0], the
conqueror of Egypt, who shortly before his death in
43/663 was to give him command over the lands to
the west of Egypt. It seems that ‘Ukba had already

played a role in ‘Amr’s first raid towards North Africa
in 21/642, when ‘Amr reached as far as Barka [g..],
and his aide ‘Ukba penetrated into Fezzan [see Faz-

.ZAN] and as far as its town of Zawila [g.0.], though

this last was not yet the important link in the trade
across the Sahara to the Bilad al-Sudan [¢.z.] which
it subsequently became. The result of these opera-
tions seems certainly to have left Barka in Arab hands.
How long ‘Ukba remained in Zawila is unclear, but
by some date between 25-7/646-8 he took part in
‘Abd Allah b. Sa‘d b. Abi Sarh’s [g.2.] campaign
against the Byzantine exarch Gregorius (see al-Bala-
dhuri, Futih, 224-5; al-Bakii, ed. and tr. de Slane,
Description de UAfrique septentrionale, 10; V. Christides,
The conquest of Libya by the Arabs and the thrust of Islam
into the Berber land, forthcoming).

It should, however, be noted in regard to this cam-
paign and to ‘Ukba’s subsequent ones that much of
what the historians have preserved concerning ‘Ukba’s
career in North Africa comes from later traditions of
eastern origin, e.g. preserved in the Egyptian authors
Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam and al-Nuwayri and in Ibn al-
Athir. The only authority from a North African tra-
dition seems to be ‘Ubayd Allah b. Salih b. ‘Abd
al-Halim and his father Aba ‘Alf Salih (flor. ca. 700/

1300), preserved in the later Moroccan historian Ibn ...
al-‘Idhar?’s Bayan al-mughrib (in the fuller text ed. G.S. ©»
Colin and E. Lévi-Provencal, i, Leiden 1948; see Lévi-

Provencal, Un nouveau récit de la conquéte de ’Afrique du
Nord par les Arabes, in Arabica, i [1954], 17-43). The
accounts of ‘Ukba’s expedition to the Fezzan are
undoubtedly tinted with mythological elements, such
as the comparison of his epic journey through the
scorching Sahara with the journeyings of Alexander
the Great. On the tendentiousness of these later tra-
ditions, see W. Margais, Le passé de I'Algérie musulmane,
in Histoire et historiens de [’Algérie, Paris 1931, 150.

‘Ukba appeared again in an expedition against the
tribes south of Tripoli which some of the sources
place in 42/662-3 or 46/666-7, when it seems that
Arab links with Zawila and Fezzan were reinforced.
In this last region, he captured the capital of the
Garamantes, Djarma (Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam, Futzh Misr,
ed. C.C. Torrey, New Haven 1922, 194) and several
other fortresses, whose existence seems to be con-
firmed by archaeological and epigraphic evidence
(CM. Daniels, The Garamantes of Fezzan, in F.F.
Gadallah (ed.), Libya in history, Benghazi 1971, 261-81;
idem, Excavations and fieldwork amongst the Garamantes,
i Libyan Studies, xx [1989], 45-62). According to Ibn
‘Abd al-Hakam and others, ‘Ukba proceeded beyond
Libya to the land of the blacks and conquered Kawar
[g.2.], halfway between Fezzan and Lake Chad; pos-
sibly he was aided by the inhabitants of Fezzan, said
by Ibn Sa‘id to be in constant feud with the black
peoples of Kawar (see on the importance of Kawar
in mediaeval times, K.S. Vikor, The oasis of salt, Bergen
1979, and on this expedition, Ph. Lefrang, L’expédition
&Ugba bn Nafi‘ a Kawar (46 H./666 F.-C.), in Bull.
Archéologique du Comité des Travaux historiques et scientifiques,
N.S., xix/B [1985], 412).

The expedition of 50/670 took ‘Ukba into Ifrikiya,
where he conquered Ghadamis (Ghadamés), Kafsa
(Gafsa) and Kastiliya [g.o0.]. Byzantine sources, with-
out mentioning the Arab leader by name, state that,
about this time, in the reign of Constantine Pogonatus
IV (d. 668), the Arabs invaded Africa and took 80,000
captives (Theophanes, ed. de Boor, 352). For this ex-
pedition, ‘Ukba had a force of 10,000 cavalry, which
was gradually increased as the local Berbers acceded
to Islam. It was at this time, according to the accepted
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‘Umar ibn Abi Rabi‘a

Kinany, A XK., The Development of gazal in Arabic
Literature, Damascus (1951). ,

Vadet, J.-C., L’Esprit courtois en Orient dans les
cing premiers siécles de I'Hégire, Paris (1968),
363-78.

R. JACOBI

al-tUjayli, *Abd al-Salam
(1918- )

Syrian short-story writer. One of Syria’s best-
known writers of short stories since the 1950s,
al-‘Ujayli was born in al-Raqqa on the
Euphrates in eastern Syria into a family that
was still semi-nomadic. Throughout his life he
has extended the range of his travels but
retained a strong attachment to al-Ragqa where
he lives most of the time. Illness interrupted
his school studies but provided the opportunity
to read extensively in religion, history and
modern and classical literature. He attended
secondary school in Aleppo and studied medi-
cine at the University of Damascus, qualifying
in 1945. For most of his professional life he
practised medicine in al-Raqqa but he was also
a member of the People’s Assembly in the late
1940s. In 1947 he volunteered and fought in
the Syrian army in Palestine. In 1962 he was
briefly Minister of Culture.

Al-"Ujayli’s first short story was published
in 1936 but his first book was a collection of
Romantic poetry, al-Layali wa-al-nujam
(1951). He has been a prolific writer of short
stories that have been collected into nearly
twenty volumes. He has also published two
novels, Basima bayn al-dumi® (1959) and al-
Maghmirin (1979), and nine volumes of
essays, lectures, travels and accounts of rural
life and desert life in the Euphrates valley. In
his late seventies, he is still active as a writer
of fiction and a critic of ancient and modem
literature.

Al-‘Ujayli’s realistic tales usually illustrate
psychological dilemmas of modern life. Many
are derived from his clinical experiences and
are located among the people of eastern Syria.
His earlier stories often read as if they were
intended to be read aloud. Later stories have
touched on how modemn bureaucracy and the
police state have affected the lives of ordinary
people. All have a profound humanism and are
written in simple, crafted Arabic.

Collections of his stories have been pub-
lished in French and Spanish.

P. CLARK

One of the ‘markets of the Arabs’ (aswaq al-
‘Arab) that were held periodically in pre-
Islamic times on various sites on the Peninsula.
These markets were associated with fairs and
cultic centres. ‘Ukaz, the market of the tribes
of Qays ‘Aylan and Thaqif, was situated not
far southeast from Mecca; it was held for two
or three weeks in the month of Dhu al-Qa‘da.
It is the scene of many stories of the early
poets, including poetic contests.

Further reading

Miiller, Gottfried, Ich bin Labid und das ist mein
Ziel, Wiesbaden (1981), 141-53 (‘Exkurs’ on
the markets in general).

al-Rashid, Nasir ibn Sa‘id, Siq ‘Ukaz fT al-Jahiliyya
wa-al-Islam, Cairo (1980).

G.J.H. VAN GELDER

*Ulayya bint al-Mahdi
(160-210/777-825)

*Abbasid princess, musician and poet, half-
sister of Harun al-Rashid and Ibrahim ibn
al-Mahdi. A cultivated, elegant and pious
woman, she was married to an “Abbasid
prince, but love-poems of hers addressed to
two slaves have been preserved. Much of her
poetry consists of short pieces designed to be
sung; in the muhdath style, it treats of love,
friendship and longing for home, but also
includes praise of Harin, the caliph, celebra-
tion of wine and sharp attacks on enemies.
*Ulayya is not the only princess known to have
composed poetry and songs, but she was the
most gifted, surpassing her brother Ibrahim in
musicianship.

Text edition

al-Sali, Abu Bakr, Ash'ar awlad al-khulafa’ wa-
akhbaruhum, J. Heyworth Dunne (ed.), London
(1936), Beirut (1982), 55-83 (many samples of

poetry).
H. KILPATRICK

‘Umar ibn Abi Rabi‘a
(23-93/644-712 or 103/721)

Famous love poet, foremost representative of
the Hijazi school. He belonged to a rich Mec-
can family of the clan Makhzom. Later he
settled in Medina, but often returned to
Mecca, especially during the pilgrimage, in

791
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