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| UBAYD ALLAH e. ‘UMAR — UBAYD ALLAH =. ZIYAD 763

V/:UBAYD ALLAH 5. ‘UMAR. a son of the sec-
ond caliph and Companion of the Prophet,
d. 37/657.

‘Ubayd Allih was the son of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab
by his wife Umm Kulthim Mulayka bt. Djarwal of |

the Khuza‘a, who, divorced by ‘Umar after he con-
verted to Islam, married a kinsman and remained
pagan in Mecca. “‘Ubayd Allah is known principally
for having avenged his father’s death in Dhu "I-Hidjdja/
23 November 644 at the hands of Abi Lulv’a, a
Persian slave of al-Mughira b. Shu‘ba [¢.0.]. Accord-
ing to most accounts, once captured, Abli Lu’lu’a killed
himself, so ‘Ubayd Allah turned his wrath on his un-
identified daughter, on al-Hurmuzin [¢.2.], a former
Sasanid commander who had converted to Islam, and
finally on the Christan Djufayna, killing all three;
according to al-Ya‘kubi (Ta’7tkh, 11, 183), ‘Ubayd Allah
killed Aba Lu’lu’a, his wife, and daughter. Various
sources also have him railing against the presence in
Medina of ‘agjami slaves, and even against some of
the muhadpirin (see e.g. Ibn Sa‘d, Tabakat, v, 8-9; al-
Mas‘adi, Muridi, ed. Pellat, iii, 125). The sources thus
give the impression that he was at least slightly
unhinged, and the family’s béte noir (it is said that he
was beaten by ‘Umar for drinking, al-Tabari, i, 2388);
his political motives (see e.g. al-Dinawarl, al-Akhbar al-
tueal, 180, where he later claims to avenge ‘Uthman’s
murder} are generally given short shrift. Be this as it
may, the killing was considered unlawful, and ‘Ubayd
Allah was held by Sa‘d b. AbT Wakkas in his dar;
he was soon granted a pardon by ‘Uthman, a deci-
sion that was grist for the anti-“Uthman mill. Fearing
‘Alf, who swore to hold him accountable for the mur-
der, ‘Ubayd Allah fled to Mu‘awiya in Syria. He was
one of Mu‘awiya’s commanders at the battle of Siffin
[g.2.), where he was killed in 37/657.
Bibliography: Tabari, index; Ibn Sa‘d, 7 abakat,
iii/1, 190, and v. 8 fI;; Nasr b. Muzahim, Wak‘at
Siffin, ed. Hartn, index; Zubayri, Nasab Kuraysh,
Cairo 1953, 349; Baladhuri, Ansab, v, ed. Goitein,
24, ms. Reisulkittap 598, fol. 327a-b (653-4 in
Hamidullah’s pagination); idem, Futah, 381, 474;
Ibn A‘tham al-Kafi, Fuih, i, 412 ff, i, 212 I,
v, 65 fI. and passim; Dinawarl, al-dkhbdr al-twwal,
172, 180, 186, 189 fI; Mas‘tdi, Muridi, ed. Pellat,
vii, index; Ya%kabi, Ta’skh, 11, 185, 188, 202; Ibn
al-Athir, Usd al-ghaba, Tehran 1958, i, 342-3;
Yakat, Mu'diam al-buldan, i, 403; anon., 7. al-
Ehulaf@’, ed. P. Gryaznevi¢, Moscow 1967, index;
Caetani, Annali dell’Islam, vi (index), and ix, 646 fI.
(further bibl); W.F. Madelung, The succession to
Muphammad, Cambridge 1997, 69-70, 75, 108,
231-2. _ (C.F. Rosimvson)
‘UBAYD ALLAH ». ZIYAD, Umayyad gover-
nor of Basra, Kafa and the East, d. 67/686.

The son of Ziyad b. Abihi [¢.»], ‘Ubayd Allah
seems to have been groomed by his father for a suc-
cessful life in politics, and in both policy and style,
father and son are frequently paired by the sources.
Some accounts explicitly connect “‘Ubayd Allah’s ap-
pointment as governor of Khurasan to his father’s
death (thus al-Ya‘ktbi, Ta’rikh, ii, 281; al-Baladhuri,
Futah al-buldan, 410), but a precise chronology is elu-
. sive. According to Khalifa b. Khayyat, Mu‘awiya
appointed ‘Ubayd Alldh over Khurasan in 53/672-3,
and over Basra in 55/674-5 (Ta’rikh, 135 fI); but
according to al-Tabarl’s sources, his rule in Khurasan
began in 54/673-4, and that in Basra a vyear later
(ii, 166-7, 172). Ideally, these and similar problems of
chronology would be solved by the relatively volumi-
nous—and dated—silver coinage that bears ‘Ubayd

. Allahs name: unfortunately, the earliest issues are

problematic. and at present, the most one can say is
that he was ruling in the east from 54/674 onwards
and in Basra from 56/675-6 onwards. At this point
the numismatic evidence improves. and can throw some
light on administration and cultural style. Basra enjoys
pride of place among the eastern mints that struck
his coins; Daribdjird, Dast-i Mavsan, Narmashir, and
Djayy also appear frequently; while Kiifa, which was
added to his governorship of Basra in 60/679-80, ap-
pears very infrequently. All the coins are of the Arab-
Sasanid type; the language is Pahlavi, and dating is
occasionally based on the era of Yazdagird. In the
50s/670s one would expect a Sasanid-Persian cultural
milieu for ‘Ubayd Allab’s administration, and in fact
the literary sources suggest the same (M. Morony, frag
after the Muslim conquest, passim). The series ends in
64/683-4, when the ashrdf of Basra ejected him from
the city—an event reported in great detail by our
sources (e.g. al-Tabari, ii, 432 fI; al-Baladhuri, Ansab
al-ashraf, iv B, 97 ff.). In the confused aftermath of
the death of Yazid b. Mu‘awiya, ‘Ubayd Allah at
first temporised, and even managed for a short time
to secure the bay‘a of the Basran aghraf; but he could
not outlive for long the Sufyanid system of rule in
which both father and son had prospered. Forced to
flee the city, he went to Syria where he threw his
support behind Marwan b. al-Hakam. He fought for
Marwan in the battle of Mardj Rzhit [¢.v.] and com-
manded armies in the Djazira for Marwan and his
son and successor ‘Abd al-Malik; it was on his watch
in Djurnada I 65/January 685 that Sulayman b. Surad
[g-2], and his men were massacred in Ra’s al-‘Ayn
("Ayn al-Warda). His death on the Khazir river early
in 67/686, where he was defeated by al-Mukhtar’s
commander Ibrahim b. al-Ashtar, is described in some
detail by the Arabic sources (thus al-Baladhuri, Ansaé
al-ashraf, v, 247 ff.; Ibn A‘tham, Futih, vi, 139 ff.; al-
Tabart, i, 707 fL.). Syriac sources are also familiar
with al-Mukhtar’s defeat of “‘Ubayd Allah. A Nestorian
historian, who was probably writing in or near Sindjar
in the last decade of the 7th century, knew of ‘Ubayd
Allah as a commander of the “Westerners” (i.e., Syrians),
and describes how he curried favour in Nisibis with
John, a candidate for the patriarchate; he mistakenly
calls him ‘Abd al-Rahman (see Brock, North Mesopotamia
in the late seventh century. Book XV of John Bar Penkdye’s
Ris Melle, 64 fI.). Whereas this author numbers al-
Mukhtar's men at 13,000, Michael the Syrian (Chro-
nigue, xi-xv) supplies the fantastic figure of 400,000
dead at the battle.

It is largely as suppressor of Kharidjites and oppres-
sor of Shi‘ls that ‘Ubayd Allah is described by our
sources. According to some, ‘Ubayd Allah’s increasingly
harsh policies towards the former dated from 58/677-
8 (al-Tabari, ii, 185-6); one report has it that ‘Ubayd
Allah and his father Ziyad together killed 13,000
Kharidjites, and ‘Ubayd Allah himself is said to have
imprisoned 4,000 (ibid., ii, 459-60). Al-Mubarrad states
that ‘Ubayd Allah would sometimes imprison Khari-
djites and sometimes kill them, but usually the latter
(al-Kamil, 594). His infamy among Shi‘Ts rests princi-
pally, but not exclusively, on his suppression of al-
Husayn b. ‘Ali’s rebellion in Muharram 61/October
680; according to some accounts, ‘Ubayd Allah abused
the slain ‘Alid’s severed head.

Bibliography: Khalifa b. Khayyat, Ta’rikA, Beirut,
1995, index; Tabari, index; Baladhuri, Ansab al-
ashraf. v B, ed. M. Schloessinger, 77 fI., v, ed.
Goitein, index; Ya‘kubi, Ta’rikh, ii, 281, 288 ff,
306 ff., 317, 321; Dinawari, al-Akhbar al-tiwal, index;
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