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Authority and Miraculous Behavior:
- . , Reflections on Karamdat Stories
THE H E RITAG E hwaja ‘Ubaydullah Ahrér
OF SUFISM

Jo-Axm Gross

The purpose of the present study is to explore the meanings of several types of
karamdt stories as described in four hagiographies on Khwija Alréir (written within
VOLUME ]I ' ten years of his death in 1490), si)irimal Ieader of the Nagshbandi Sufi Order in late
‘ fifteenth century Central Asia® The selected stories focus on incidents which
, involve issues. of kingship, political authority, economic activity, and moral con-
y ) oy, . ’ duct. It will be shown that such storles contribute. ta the idealization of the
Jhe ‘6‘%7 acy (f%aflem{ij Sran chyfmn- (1 MO—MMV Nagshbandi Shaykh, illustrate the knowledge, piety and miraculous power
achieved by and ascribed to Khwitja Abrr, and define a system of rules and values
for worldly actions. It will be shown, furthermore, that although social historians
often avoid utilizing hagiographies because of the blatantly religious motivations of
the writers and the fone of their content, sacred biography's religiasity does not nec-
essarily limit its historical and literar%/ worth any more than the political allegiances
of some court historians limit theirs,

EDITED BY LEONARD LEWISO HN Islam is a religion which stresses the importance of personal character as exem-
e plified by the lives of prophets- and satars. Sufism represents. the perfection of
Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakhi Mustim practice and sacial ethics and the ideal of adab in the path toward innersol-
{stam Arastirmalart Merkezi itude and possible perfection of the soul.> Through the examples of stories and
' Kiitiiphanesi sayings, through the worldly actions of individuals, patterns of ethical and moral
. o ; values are often communicated. This is indeed the case for the hagiogmyhies of
Dem. Not | ° Khwija Alrir, the renowned Central Asian Shaykh of the Timurid period.* Leader
Tas. No:
L. The manuscript.sources which suppord thiy research were sequired through the generous support

of the Social Scfence Research Council; the United States Departinent of Education, Fulbright-
Hays Travel Grant Program; and the International Rescarch and Exchanges Board in 1979-80.

2. Among the exsmples of the interpretive use of hagiographical sources to understand soefal history
and the role of Sufis are: Devin DeWeese, “The Eclipse of the. Kubraviyah. in Central Asia,’
Iranian Studies 21(1988), pp, 45-83; Stmon Digby, “The Suft Shaikh as a Source of Authority in
Mediareal Indla," Purnsartha 9 (1986), pp. §7-77; RM. Haton, The Sufis of Bijapur 1300-1700
{Princeton: Princeton University Press 1978); W.E, Fusfeld, “The Shaping of Sufi Leadership in

o~ Dethi: The Nagshbandiyya Mujadidiyya, 1750-1920," (Ph.D. Dissectation, University of Pennsyl-

ONLEWORLD vania, 1981); J. Gross, ‘Multiple Roles and Perceptions of a Sufi Shaikh: Symboliz Staternents ol

- - Politlcal and Religious Authority," in Nagshbundis: Cheminements et sitpation actuelle d'un ordre
QX FORD mystique musulnan, ed. Mare Gaborlean, Alexandre Popovic, and Thierry Zarcoue, (Istanbul/Par
2 o is, Bditions Ysls, 1990); J. Gross, *The Beonomic Status of & Tlmurid Sufi Shaykh: A ‘Matter of
L. Conflict or Perception?’, Jranian Studies 21{1988), pp. 84-104; Jirgen Paul, ‘Die politische und
soziale Bedentung dee Nagibandlyya o Mittelasien im {5, Jahrhundert,” (Ph.D. Dissertation, Uni-
“versity of Hamberg 1989).
3 Notes continued on page 160, ($a3~1F2
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AORAR, KHYAJAH NASIR AL-DIN ‘UBAYD ALLAH

Mthe ‘Prophet, most scholars include him

amongst the Followers and regard him

' as reliable (thga) (al-Daraquin, 1/77; al-

'

i

‘IJh 57; Tbn Sa‘d, 7/93; Ibn Hibban, 87).

Al—Ahnaf transmitted Aadiths from famous -
, Compamons such as ‘Alf b.” Abr Talib, -

“‘Urnar b. al- Khatt_:ab <Uthm,an b. ‘Affan,

‘Abbas b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib, Ab@i Dharr
al-Ghifari a_nd ‘Abd Allah b. Masad-
(al-Bukhart, Sahih, 1/ 13 188; al-Nasa’,
6/233, 234; Mushim,. 1/689, 3/2213; Aba

Nu‘aym, 224; Ibn ‘Asakir, 8/419). Those

who transmitted from him included Hasan
al-Basri, ‘Urwa b, al-Zubayr, Abf IdrTs
al-Basri and Malik b. Dinar (al-Mizzi,
2/283; Abu Nu‘aym, 224; Ibn ‘Asikir,
8/419).
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Arl Bavar
Tr. SusevL. Umar

Ahrar, Khvajah Nasir al-Din
‘Ubayd Allah (Ramadan 806-895/
March 1404-1490), was a famous Sufi
shaykh of the Nagshbandiyya Sufi order
(fariga) in Transoxania during the Timirid

era. Although he did not introduce any

new doctrines into Sufism and was him-
self influenced by Ibn al-‘ArabT’s 1deas, his
social and political standing contributed to
the dissemination of the Nagshbandiyya
in Central Asia and elsewhere, and also
enabled him to exert a powerful influence
over the Tmmarid sultans.

Kh*djah Ahrar was born m a wvil-
lage called Baghistan, a sub-district of
Tashkent (‘Abd al-Awwal, MS 5866,
88; Muhammad al-Qadi, 105; Kashiff,
368, 390, 391). Both his father Shasht
(Chachi) and one of his forefathers,
Shihab al-Din, are known to have been

Encyclopaedia Islamica, vol. IT, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2011. ISAM DN. 242528
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217 [AHRAR, Khwaja ‘Ubayd Allah]. Khoja Ahrar: letters.
Tr. Gross, Jo-Ann & Urunbaev, A.  [slamic Central
Asia: an antholagy of historical sources, Ed. Scott
C.Leviand Ron Sela. Bloomington & Indianapolis: .
Indiana University Press, 2010, pp.188-190. :
[Nagshbandi Sufi leader (1404-90), Excerpt from 7he
letters of Kinvdja Ubayd All6h Ahrér and his associates
(Brill, 2002) ]
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AHRAR, KH'AJA ‘UBAYDALLAH

human characters. The only manuscript
of this work is preserved in the British
Musewn (MS Add. 7914, fols. 321-8).
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Ahrar, Kh'aja ‘Ubaydallah

Kh'ija ‘Ubaydalldh Ahbrar
(Ramadan 806-895/March 140G4—1490)
was a renowned g7 (lit., “old” in Persian,
hence “Stff master”) of the Nagshbandi
tariga (it., “way-,” hence “Sufi order™)
in late minth/fifteenth-century Samar-
gand (HPga (lit., “Master”), is an hon-
orific designation of Stfi masters, which
often came to be used as a surname). He
was a khalifa (it., “deputy”) of Ya'qib
‘Charkhi (d. 851/1447), influential at
the Timirid courts of Samarqand and
Herat, and an important economic fig-
ure in Mawarannahr (Ya‘qib Charkhi
was himself the kalifa of Baha’ al-Din
Nagshband, d. 791/1389, eponymous
founder of the Nagshbandiyya). Ghiyath
al-Din Kh'andamir (d. c. 941/1534), the
Persian historian from Herat, notes that
“The loftiest of all the shaykhs of Turkestan
and grandees of Transoxania mn splendour
and greatness, as well as in property and
numbers oi followers, was Nasir al-Din
‘Ubaydallah” (4:1009).

Khaja ‘Ubaydallah -Ahrar was born
in the village of Baghistan, in the prov-

11—{ 4

ince of Tashkent. His father was Kh'aja
Mahmiid Shashi, whose lineage is traced
to the first successor of the Prophet,

‘Abn Bakr al-Siddiq (d. 13/634), through

Kh*zja Muhammad al-Nabi Baghdadr.
His paternal grandfather, Khaja Shihab
al-Din Shashi, was a farmer and mer-
chant. Kh“aja Ahrar’s maternal lLineage
is traced to. the son of the second succes-
sor to the Prophet, ‘Abdallzh b. “‘Umar
Fariiq (d. 73/693). His mother was the
daughter of Kh¥aja Dawiid, who was the
grandson of Shaykh “Umar Baghistani
(d. 698/1298, sixteenth generation from
‘Abdallah b. ‘Umar Fartig, one of the great
scholars of external and esoteric sciences)
and the son of Kh'dja Khawand-i Tahar.
There is little information provided-in the
sources about his childheod, other than
early manifestations of unusual spiritaal

qualities. He studied in a makiab (primary

school) in Tashkent and in 828/1425
travelled to Samargand to study at the
madrasa of Qutb al-Din Sadr. More inter-
ested in his mystical pursuits; he spenttwo
years with the great pirs of Mawarannahr
(Transoxama) and left the madrasa in
830/1427. According to Fakhr al-Din
Kashifi (d. 939/1532-33, a contemporary
of Ahrar, who wrote the Rashafat-1 ‘ayn
al-hayat, the biography of Kh'aja Ahrar),
Khaja Ahrar travelled from Samar-
gand tc- Bukhara in 828/1425, where
he met Mawlana Husam al-Dm Shashi
b. Mawlara Hamid al-Din Shashi and
spent forty days with Kh'aja ‘Alz’ al-Din
Ghijduvani. Mawlania Husam al-Din was
the son of the eminent Bukharan @hm
in the time of Baha’ al-Din-Nagshband,
and Mawlana Hamid al-Din Shashi was
appointed gddi of Bukhara by Mirza

Jlagh Beg (d. 853/1449). Kh'aja ‘Ala’
al-Din Ghijduvani kept company (suhbat)
with Amir Kalan Vashi, one of the dis-
ciples of Amir Kulal (d. 772/1370). After

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM THREE, 2015/1, 2015 LEIDEN.
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HOCA

Pektas nu. 68°dedir. {lk defa J. H. Mordtman
tarafindan Suheil und Nevbehar, Romantisc-
hes Gedicht des Mes'ud b, Ahmed adiyla
Hannover’de 1925°te yaymmland:t. Tahsin
‘Banguoglu’nun bu konuda hazirladigs kitabt
Altosmanische Sprachstudien zu Siheyl i
Nevbahdr adiyla basild: (Breslau 1938). Eser
tizerinde bir doktora ¢aligmast yapan Cem
Dilgin’in Hoca Mes'ud (Mes'ud b. Ahmed),
Sitheyl ii Nev-bahdr, Inceleme-Metin-Sozlik
(Eseri de 1991°de Ankara’da Atatiirk Kilttr
Merkezi Yayimlar: arasinda ¢iktt.) Ferheng-
ndme-i Sa’di (yazmast Millet K AEME nu
1209) (1703 beyitlik bu mesnevi tarzinda
“fefliin fetlin fedliin fed]” vezniyle yazilmis
eserde tinlii fran sairi Sa’di’nin Bustan indan
secilmis bazi hikdyeler yer almistir. Yaziligt
1354’te tamamlanan Ferhengndme-i Sa’di
Terciimesi yahut Muhtasar Bostan Terciime-
si, Veled Celebi (Izbudak) ile Kilisli Muallim
Rifat (Bilge) tarafindan 1924’te yayimlandi).

Kay.: BTET s.115-116, F. Koprilti, “Hoca Mes’ud”
Arastrmalar s.174-191; a.g.y., ESDEA 5.10; Serif Hu-
lasi, “Ferhengnire-i Sa’di’nin Uglincii nitshas ve Ve-
let Celebi-Kilisli Rifat Negrile Mukayesesx Tiirkiyat
Mecmuast IV, 1934, s. 295-303; Mustafa Ozkan, “Hoca
Mes’fid, Hayat: ve Eserlerine Dair”, Tiirk: Diinyasi
Arastirmalary, 8,84, 1993, 5.183-202; Mg v.19a; RTET
1/383-384; Kilisli Rifat Bilge, “Siiheyl { Nevbahir’a
Dair”, Tiirkivat Mecmuast I, 1928, 5.401-409); Semih
Tezcan, Siheyl ii Nevbahdr Uzerine Notlar, Ank.1994;
_TDEA 4/248; TDVIA 18/189-191; H. T. Gonensay vd.
Tiirk Edebiyafi Nimuneleri, s.181-184; Serif. Hullsi,
Hatice Ahi, thsan Celik, Ayse Akman, Siihey! it Nevba-
har, TUEF Turkiyat Tez nu. 93, 825, 920, 1042. =M.

CUNBUR

HOCA Neg’et, bk. NES’ET (1735-1807)

HOCA Résim, bk. YARDIMLI, Hoca Ahmed

Rasim Avni
HOCA Sa’deddin Efendi, bk. SA’DI (1537-1599)
HOCA Siileyman, bk. IRFANT

HOCA Tahsin, bk. TAHSIN (1811-1881)

HOCA Ubedullah Ahrar (Mart 1404-1490):

Ozbekistan mutasavvif miingisi. Taskent’in

54

Uk @?/MA hied

Bagistan bolgesinde dogdu. Babasi Hoca

. Mahmut’tur. {1k dgrenimini Taskent medre-
selerinde aldi. 23-24 yaslarmda zamamnin = - o
bilgin kigilerinden olan amcasi Hoca fbrahim

onu Semerkand’da okuttu. Tasavvuf ilmiyle
ilgilendi. Bu maksadla 1428-1431 yillar
arasinda Seyh Bahaviiddin Umar, Seyh Zey-

niddin Hevafi gibi taninmig mutasavviflarm . .

sohbetlerine katildi. Aym zamanda ¢iftilik
ve ticaretle ugrasti. 1451-1452 yillarinda
siyasi hayata istirak etti. 1449°da Maveratin-
nehr hitkiimdar: Mirza Ulugbek’in vefatindan
sonra sehzadeler arasinda ¢ikan kavgalan
bastirmada etkili oldu, Onun 1458’de Sah-
ruhiye’de ti¢ hikkiimdarin kanh savaginda,
Sultan Ebu Sa’id’in ogullart Sultan Ahmed
Mirza, Umarseyh Mirza ve Yunushan’in
oglu Sultan Mahmut arasmda barist sagladig:
cesitli kaynaklarda yazilmaktadir, Alim Se-
merkand’da vefat etti. Eserleri: Ug risalesi
giiniimiize ulast. Birincisi, Hoca Ahrar’'m.
ve bazi baska mutasavviflarm tarikata ait
fikirlerinden - 6rnekler - verilen  Fakaratu’l-
Arifi, ikincisi Hoca Ahrar’m babasinin ricast
{izerine yazdigi, tarikat yoluna giren bir ki-
sinin ahlék-adabs, diistinceleri hakkmdaki,
Zahiriddin Muhammed Babiir’éin Farsga’dan
Ozbekce’ye cevirdigi Validiyye, tglinciisii -
meshur mutasavvif sair Ebu Sa’id Ebul-
hayr’in Havra kelimesi ile baglayan bir ru-
baisinin serhedildigi Havraiyye adli risaledir.
Bunlardan bagka yazdigi ruk’a ve mektuplart
giiniimiize ulagmadi. Bu mektuplara yazarm, .

- devrin manevi, toplumsal ve siyasi hayatn- -

da-tuttugu yer aksetmektedir. Bunlardan en
snemlisi Ali Sir Nevai’nin buyrugu ile ha-
zirladiy icin Nevaiy Al’bam: diye de bilinen,
Mecmua-i Miiraselar’tir, Alimin 1028 tane
ruk’ast mevcuttur. Bunlar genelde Semer-
kand’dan Herat’a Hiiseyin Baykara’ya ve Ali
Sir Nevalye yazilmigtir. Mazmun bakimin-
dan ruk’alar fi¢ kisma ayirmak miimkiindiir.

- Birinci tiir, Bedehsan hakimi Sultan Mahmud

(1459-1494), Maveraiinnehir hikimi Sultan
Mahmud Ehmed (1468-1493) ve de Sultan
Hiiseyin Baykara arasindaki siyasi miinase-
betlere dair mektuplar, ikinci tiir, memlekete
adaleti getirme ile ilgili fikirlerinin bulundu-

TiRK DUNYASI ORTAK EDEBIYATI: Tiirk Diityast
Edebiyatcilary Ansiklopedesi, ¢. V, ANKARA 2004,
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Jiirgen Paul

FORMING A FACTION: THE HIMAYAT SYSTEM
OF KHWAJA AHRAR ‘

Students “of . Islamic history have long demanded that more attention be given to
social and economic affairs; and it cannot be denied that substantial progress is be-
ing made in the field. Nevertheless, many gaps remain that will have to be filled in
by detailed ‘investigations of ‘various periods and regions, notions, and relation-
ships: An attempt will be'made in this article to elucidate the functioning of a fac-
tion,or-1a’ifa; in Central Asia in‘the second half of the 15th century. This ta’ifa
was the system of patronage ‘and protection installed by Khwaja Ahrar, a famous
shaykh of the Naqshbandi silsila.

The word “faction” here will be used in the meaning proposed by Mottahedeh,’
namely, a vertical segment of a given society with more or less well defined relations
to other groups and institutions. According to this definition, a faction is, as a general
rule; defined by negative loyalty, that is, it is held together by the necessity felt by
its members to protect and defend common interests against a person or a group per-
ceived to be its enemy. It does not aim at bringing about positive changes in the
structure of the society of which it forms a part. It is not a reformist or-a revolu-
tionary movement, although in some cases; factions are known to have made use of

“violence in the pursuit of their aims. In a faction, “acquired loyalties” and “loyalties

of citegory”. (to use Mottahedeh’s terminology) are brought together; loyalties of
category; e.g., town dwellers or peasants, linked together without any formal tie. Ac-
quired loyalties were recognized by a formal tie, that is, individuals or groups en-
tered into a relationship by oath or contract, thus ensuring mutual loyalty.
- Factions could function in a variety -of organizational patterns, but an organiza-
tional minimum:was required. This minimum seems to include some definition of
membership,-as well ‘as a certain degree’ of inner structure: members were sup-
posed to' know who belonged to the ta’ifa and who did not, and who was to act as
a legitimate spokesman for the group and who was not.

Sufi organizations might be defined as groups of acquired loyalty: a formal act of
initiation was required to become ‘a'member of the group. They also had some sort
of hierarchy ‘out of which ‘a single shaykh' occasionally emerged as leader of the
whole group. Thus, they met the organizational minimum proposed for a 1a’ifa.

“Protection of its members and their interests was one of the most important pur-
poses-of forming a faction, and throughout Islamic history up to the 19th or even
20th century, obtaining protection” from a host of dangers, whether natural or

© 1997 Cémbridge University Press 0020-7438/91 $5.00 + .00
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AHRAR, KAIA “OBAYDALLAH B. MAHMOD (806-
| 96/1404-90), influential Naqsbandi of Transoxania.
: Surprisingly little is known of his career, and the sources

are often contradictory or biased.  He was born in
£06/1404 at Bagestan in the welayar of Tashkent, into a
family of hereditary shaikhs with agricultural and
commercial interests. He studied in a maktab and later
in a madrasain Samarkand, though this he left after two
years, claiming that he had not even mastered two pages
of - Arabic grammar - (Rasahar,  p.232). His works,
however, show him to have been by no means un-
educated, and he may have played down his book
learning to emphasize the heaven-sent quality of his
inspiration:

KaJa Ahrar first appears in Samarkand at the age of
twenty-two (Rasahat, pp. 93ff:; 250). Two-years later he
set off for Herat ini search of a pir. He found one instead
in: Caganian, ‘in' the shape of a Nagsbandi from
Badaksdn, Ya “qiib Carki (Masmii “ai; fols. 138b-39a:
Rasahdr, pp. 66, 241). He returned to Tashkent ca.
835/1431-32 to live on the family estates (Masmu at,
fol: 189b; Rasahar, p. 235). His activities at this tifrie are
obscure, but he evidently aroused the opposition of the
local “olama’; since the hagiographies are liberal with
accusations - of heterodoxy- on. both sides (Rasahat,
passim; see pp. 302-03, 354; Masmii‘at, fol. 199b;
primarily based on. Manageb, fols. 62a; 83a-b). Sirice
such accusations were:a commonplace: of theological
disputes at the time, there is no necessity to take them at
their face value:

After the judicial murder of Ulug Beg (Bartol'd,
Ulugbek, pp. 165ff., largely following Dawlat§ah), the
Timurid' ruler Abu Sa‘id finally gained control -of
Samarkand in- the summer of 855/1451. The Tarik-e
Abu'l-Kayr Kani presents as Abiui:Said’s savior: the
Uzbek Abu’l-Kayr, one of the leaders of the campaign
oni: Samarkand; * whose. name ‘appeared for an  un-
specified . period " in' the. kotba -and - the coins  of
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Husayni, Mahmiid Ashraf al-, 95,
118-19

Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Muhammad, 99

Ibn ‘Allan, Ahmad: career in Mecca, 96;
and kargmat, 123; as’a Nagshbandi
and ShafiT, 98; and sessions of dhikr

" in Mecca’s Great Mosque, 96, 114;

as writer and translator, 173

Ibn al-‘Arabi, Muhyi al-Din: appeal in
Persian-, Arabic-, and Turkish--
speaking environments, 93-94, 125;
exonerated by fatwa of Kemalpa-
sazade, 124; and Indonesian Sufism,
101; influence in Ottoman society,
124; NagshbandTs as students and
devotees of, 7, 9, 18, 21, 35, 38, 56,
60, 63, 82, 93, 96, 98, 101, 105,
112,120, 123-27, 134, 161; and
Ottoman dynasty, 35, 56, 12425,
217n74; and Perso-Islamic culture in
India, 230n62; opposition to, 6, 112,
124, 151; and rebuilding of tomb in
Silihiyya, 124; teachings of, 109,
112, 124. See also wahdat al-wujid

Ibn al-Mimi, Husayn b. Muhammad, 118,
123, 155, 213n20, 214n28

Ibn al—‘Ujayfrﬁ, Hasan, 90, 96, 101102,
114, 168, 229n44

Ibn Kinnan, ‘Ts3, 169

Ibn Shaykhin, Salim, 100-101

Tbn ‘Ujayl, Alunad, 97-58

Tbn ‘Ujayl, Masa b. Ahmad, 96

Ibn “‘Ujayls, 96

Ibn Taymiyya, Ahmad, 124

Ibrahim Aga Sarica Tekke (Mostar), 68

Ibrahim Efendi (Istanbul Nagshbandi
shaykh), 42

Ibrahim Efendi (Nagshbandi Urmavt
shaykh settled in Bursa), 83

Idahal-dalalat f7 samd‘ al-alat, 117

{jaza, 19-20, 230n61

llzhbakhsh, 95

ilhad, 143

Tizhi, ‘Abdullah: as Ahrar's khalifa, 18, 20,
36, 161; and casual followers, 37,

161; career of, 19, 21, 3540, 67;
communes with spiritual presence
of Baha’ al-Din Nagshband, 118,
120-21; as a devotee of Ibn al-‘Arabi,
" 125; following of, 36-38, 55, 161;

impact of in Balkans, 67, 69; as mur-
shid, 37, 159—60; shrine of, 67; spiri-
tual descendants of, 63, 67, 69, 85;
and tekkes, 47; and training khalifas,
20, 43; as a writer and translator, 35,
58; writings of, 38, 67, 173, 191n3

Ilahi, Ahmad, 18, 35-36, 80, 84, 173,
193n14

llahizade, Y kib, 42, 80-81

Tighizade, Yiisuf, 205182

Ilzhizadeler, 80

Glmiye, 39, 41, 49, 55-56, 61, 81, 111,
150-52, 154, 225n57, 198n90

‘Imadi, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-, 100

Imkanagi, Khwija, 121

Imperial Council, 44

imperial mosques. See mosque(s),
imperial

Incirlice (neighborhood of Bursa): tekke

of, 81

India: 21, 23, 71, 88; and geopolitical
changes at the turn of the sixteenth
century, 28-29; Nagshbandi pres-
ence in/dissemination from, 3, 13,
18, 23, 32, 89, 92-103 passim, 168,
177; as a Nagshbandi strofighold, 70,
93, 172; and pilgrimage to Mecca,
91, 98, 191n70; and Safavid rise to
powet, 23, 25, 75, 131; and Sidi ‘Al
Re’is, 30

Indian Ocean: European presence in,
28-29, 91; pilgrimage to Mecca and
trade of, 91, 208n18

Indonesia: 3, 93-94, 101, 172, 228n37

initiation, Sufi/into 2 tariqa: conferring a
robe as a symbol of, 121, 168; live-
shaykh, 122; renewed upon a
shaykh’s death or the emergence of a
powerful successor, 170, 229n50; by
spirits of the awliya’, 95; vocabulary
used to refer to, 100, 167; Uwayst,
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121-22. See also under Nagshbandis,
Nagshbandiyya: organizational prac-
tices of; Nagshbandis, Nagsh-
bandiyya: and tariqa affiliation

Iran: converted to Shi‘ism, 2324, 131;
disruption of travel via, 14, 28-32,
91, 177; Nagshbandi dissemination
to/presence in, 3, 18-28 passim, 32,
87, 131, 147, 170; Nagshbandi
refugeés from, 8, 13, 147; Nagsh-
bandis and cultural legacy of, 40;
rise of Safavids in embitters Sunni-
Shiq relations, 24-25, 32, 127, 131,
183; as a Shi‘T barrier between
Nagshbandis in Transoxania and Ot-
toman lands, 32; under Uzun Hasan,
188031

irshdd, 38, 157-61

irshddi Sufism, 157-61

‘Ishqgiyya, 168

15tks, 143, 223123

Ishaq, Khwija, 163

Ishaq Efends, 81

Iskender Paga, 68-69

Islamization. See conversion

Isma‘1l, Shah, 24, 27

Isma‘il Celebi, 28, 79-80

Ismia‘l Fakirullah, 71, 2000115

‘Isret1, Mustafa, 144

Istanbul: as an imperial Muslim capital, 4,
21, 35-37; Kadizadelis in, 150-56;
Nagshbandi presence in/dissemina-
tion from, 8, 18, 22, 31, 3567 pas-
sim, 82, 84, 88, 92, 94, 111, 125,
149, 162, 169, 171, 174, 182; travel
from Central Asia via, 29-31, 171

Istanbul Vakiflan Tahrir Defleri, 48

Tthaf al-munib al-awwah bi-fadl al-jahr
bi-dhikr Allah, 117

Izmir, 153

Iznikmid, 205n82

‘Izzeddin Beg Mosque (Bursa), 81

Jabal Qu‘ayqi‘an (Mecca), 94
jadhba, 95-96, 119, 159, 213020

Ja'far al-$adig, 121, 2190107

Jami, ‘Abd al-Rahman: and dissemination
of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s teachings, 126,
230n62; and Husayn Bayqara’s plan
to mint names of Shi‘a imams on
coinage, 141; and invitation of Sul-
tan Mehmed II, 21, 35; not a “trans-
miting shaykh,” 17; as pilgrim,
19-20, 35, 87, 191n78; and prestige
as mystic and writer, 17, 38, 57, 90;
and reverence for the ahl al-bayt,
133; Safavids burn tomb of], 25;
works of translated into Turkish and
Arabic, 36, 83, 97, 171

Janissaries, 29-30, 92, 145-46

Jawdhir-i khamsa, 100

Jawi, Ytsuf al-, 97

Java, 97

Jerusalem, 67, 88—89, 99, 171, 182

fihad, 147. See also holy war

Jaybiri, Muhammad Islim, 162

Jaybarss, 162

Ka‘ba, 103, 123

Kadizadeli, Mehmed, 150, 226n63

Kadizadelis, 58-59, 102, 112, 117, 125,
137, 150-56

Kafadar, Cemal, 60

KalenderTs, 144. See also qalandars

kalimat-i qudsiyya, 174, 203046, 215047

Kandahar, 25

Kara, Mustafa (modern scholar), 36

Kara Mustafa (Nagshbandi Urmavi
shaykh), 80 }

Karamin (Nagshbandi Urmavi shaykh), 80

Karamini, Muhyiddin, 124

karamat: concept of, 123; Nagshbandt
ambivalence toward, 122-23,
216n71; performed by Nagshbandis,
68, 123.

Karamustafa, Ahmet, 7, 143, 145

Karasu, 82

Karbala, 132-33

Karritkh, 190n64
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Abi Ishaq Karoind Tekke (Edirne), 67

Abi’ -Wafy’, 66

Abu Manneh, Butrus, 3, 115 -
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466 REVIEWS

Jo-Ann Gross and Asom URUNBARY, editors and translators, The Letters of Khwaja ‘Ubayd
Allah Ahrar_and His Associates. Brill’s Inner Asian Library 5. Leiden: Brill, 2002. €107.-/
$134.- (cloth). 469, xx pp., 103 b/w photos.

Preparing primary sources for publication is a task that seldom receives the attention it
deserves; academic realities being what they are, the task is often thankless and worse. Nonetheless,
we now have a new addition to our readily available texts, in both English and their origi-
nal Persian: the letters of a fifteenth-century Sufi shaykh of Central Eurasia, Khwaja “Ubayd
Allah Ahrar (d. 1490). This compilation of letters will be of great interest and utility for
those interested in the economic and social relations between the Timurid court in Herat (pre-
sent-day Afghanistan) and those of a prominent (and wealthy) “Nagshbandi™ shaykh. The
text contains three introductory essays, the letters in Persian typescript with their English
translation, facsimiles of the letter folios, a bibliography and indices. The letters were largely
written to ‘Ali Shir Navaii (d. 1501), a writer, statesmen, wealthy and landholder of Herat,
who preserved them because of the esteem with which he held the authors. The same codex
also includes letters of ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami (d. 1492), a contemporary of both Ahrar and
Navai’i and also a resident of Herat. This text includes those written by Ahrar—then living
in Samargand (present-day Uzbekistan) and perhaps the most prominent member of the
“Nagshbandiya” (Khwajagan) Sufi order (pp. 57-60)—and some of his close disciples.> The
letters request assistance on a variety of court-related topics; occasionally they seem to be
simply friendly greetings. The letters provide us with a glimpse into the relations, as they
were put down on paper, between a friendly government official, on the one hand, and Sufis
who sought redress (or gifts) for local residents or their own families, on the other. Because
the letters are undated and sometimes unsigned, it is largely through the assumption that they
are, in fact, autographs that they acquire their importance. We cannot assume that the col-
lection we have is exhaustive, but given that Navai’i wrote of collecting the letters in the
manner in which they are now found, we have strong circumstantial evidence for their
authenticity (pp. 58-59).

The three introductory essays provide some context for the letters. The first provides a
brief overview of the “Naqshbandiya” of the time and Ahrar, surveying the historiography
and sources on Ahrar. Written by Dr. Gross, this essay provides a solid resource for anyone
wanting to launch him- or herself into the study of the Khwajagan-Nagshbandiyya in the
fifteenth century. The second introductory chapter serves as a summary of political and eco-
nomic issues that one finds in the letters (more on this below), although this summary in no
way exhausts the material. The third introductory essay gives an overview of the scholarship
on the codex and an analysis of its two twentieth-century copies. It also gives, with addi-
tional references, a brief biography of each of the authors of the letters presented. For the
authors of many letters, the description of the letters are further broken down into categories,
such as “letters requesting tax relief” or “requests for material assistance.” The latter two
introductory essays can be used as a key to material in the letters, which are presented in the
same unordered sequence as the original codex.

Dr. Gross’s summary in the second introductory essay can serve as an overview to the
economic data that these letters offer. As Gross notes, “correspondence, by its very nature,
presupposes a relationship between the author and his recipient” (p. 23). In many cases the
author of the letter is clearly an intermediary between the people around him and the court.
Other letters have a sense of seeking administrative redress, one bureaucrat to another. That
Sufis were present in many levels of society at this time is no surprise; the letters document
that they were using their networks in order to help those less fortunate in many instances.
‘While the mediation of the “Nagshbandi” shaykhs is at the forefront of these letters, and
Gross emphasizes in the introduction (p. 1) that this is part of the “activist” attitude of the
“Nagshbandiya,” it must be kept in mind that it is only one segment of the “Nagqshbandiya”
tarigat in Central Eurasia at the time; other branches seem to have had much less interaction
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with (or influence upon) state agents. None of the letters are longer than two typed pages,
and most are just a fraction of a typed page, thus these are not epistolary treatise, but more
direct communications.

Each of these letters can be understood as a historical discourse of very short length.? The
author presents a context under which the addressee could act, providing an interpretation of
events for the addressee. For example, in a letter written by Muhammad b. Amin Din, a dis-
ciple of Khwaja Ahrar’s, we find a request for help for a Ra’is al-Din Ahmad, who needs
financial support while he studies. “His situation, as is proper, is not known to the grandees
of the state.” Muhammad asks that the addressee (who is not named) will “arrange it so that
he [Ra’is al-Din Ahmad] may freely devote his mind to study”; he explains that “it is clear
that [this help] serves to increase otherworldly merit” (p. 240, Persian, p.- 241). In the course
of the letter, Muhammad says that “Many trustworthy ‘ulama’ and learned men have said,
“The foundation of knowledge which we obtain from his [Ra’is al-Din Ahmad] teaching we
cannot find from anyone [else] in the city.”” So Muhammad has presented the addressee with
a complete setting: the person for whom the grant is requested is characterized, not just in
terms of his own needs, but in terms of the community’s needs; the benefits to the addressee
are noted (or here, noted in their absence, since this-worldly benefit might also have been
desirable). Ra’is al-Din Ahmad’s course of study is either assumed, since in the context of
the letters Muhammad seems to have been an administrator at a madrassa, so the addressee
may have known what its strengths were, or it’s not important; from the context it could just
as easily have been Sufism or a branch of Islamic sciences. That the religious scholars
(‘ulamd@ u fazild’) are the ones who need his help most could mean that he studies a field
that is locally weak, or it could be he presents some aspect of scholarship in an especially
Sufi-friendly way, depending on what the local relationship was between the religious schol-
ars and the local Sufis. The propriety of the “grandees” being unaware of his situation is
interesting, questioning perhaps the propriety of those whom the court knows well. That Ra’is
al-Din Ahmad is a source for teaching and yet “does not have books or means for study” is
a confradiction that is unquestioned by the author. In this single half-page letter, we have
abundant material from which to work; although we do not yet have the means to connect
the dots to find out who this Ra’is al-Din Ahmad is, there are so many primary sources on
Central Eurasian history and religion which are only beginning to receive significant study—
a point Gross emphasizes as well (pp. 8-9 and p. 10, n. 22)—one might well be able to
expand on this short text in the near future.

Perhaps the greatest quibble is with the text’s ease of use for those who do not know
Persian (or the Arabic-based technical terms) on which even the English index leans heav-
ily. For instance, although Ahrar’s peace negotiations are mentioned in footnotes and in the
introduction (pp. 24-31), neither “peace negotiations” nor the more general “negotiations” are
present in the subject index; one must instead search through the place name index and find
it under “Herat.” Perhaps some indication concerning how the indices were prepared (what
was included or excluded) would have been useful. Because the order in which they are pre-
sented is that of the original compilation, more extensive subject indices—in either English
or Persian—would have assisted those who need to wade through all the letiers on a partic-
ular topic. An index of Quranic citations and/or hadith might also have been useful for those
doing other types of research.

In the end, these letters provide historians with a rich source of raw material, available in
a far more useful format than the original codex. This was a fortuitous collaboration of Dr.
Urunbaev, who has devoted a long life of scholarship to the study of this codex, and Dr.
Gross, whose continuing work on Sufism in Central Eurasia speaks for itself.

Vika GARDNER
University of Michigan
vika@umich.edu
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158 Between History and Hagiography
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Authority and Miraculous Behavior: Reflections on
Karamat Stories of Khwaja ‘Ubaydullah Ahrar

Jo-Ann Gross

The purpose of the present study is to explore the meanings of several types of
kardmat stories as described in four hagiographies on Khwaja Ahrar (written within
ten years of his death in 1490), s?iritual leader of the Nagshbandi Sufi Order in late
fifteenth century Central Asia.’ The selected stories focus on incidents which
involve issues of kingship, political authority, economic activity, and moral con-
duct. Tt will be shown that such stories contribute to the idealization of the
Naqgshbandi Shaykh, illustrate the knowledge, piety and miraculous power
achieved by and ascribed to Khwaja Ahrar, and define a system of rules and values
for worldly actions. It will be shown, furthermore, that although social historians
often avoid utilizing hagiographies because of the blatantly religious motivations of
the writers and the tone of their content, sacred biography's religiosity does not nec-
essarily limit its historical and lilcrzu'% worth any more than the political allegiances
of some court historians limit theirs.

Islam is a religion which stresses the importance of personal character as exem-
plified by the lives of prophets and saints. Sufism represents the perfection of
Muslim practice and social ethics and the ideal of adab in the path toward inner sol-
itude and possible perfection of the soul3 Through the examples of stories and
sayings, through the worldly actions of individuals, patterns of ethical and moral
values are often communicated. This is indeed the case for the hagiograyhies of
Khwija Ahrar, the renowned Central Asian Shaykh of the Timurid period.” Leader

1. The manuscript sources which support this research were acquired through the generous support
of the Social Science Rescarch Council; the United States Department of Education, Fulbright-
Hays Travel Grant Program; and the International Research and Exchanges Board in 1979-80.

2. Among the examples of the interpretive use of hagiographical sources to understand social history
and the role of Sufis are: Devin DeWeese, “The Eclipse of the Kubraviyah in Central Asia,’
Iranian Studies 21(1988), pp. 45-83; Simon Digby, ‘The Sufi Shaikh as a Source of Authority in
Medizval India,” Purusartha 9 (1986), pp. 57-77, R.M. Eaton, The Sufis of Bijapur 1300-1700
(Princeton: Princeton University Press 1978); W E. Fusfeld, “The Shaping of Sufi Leadership in
Delhi: The Nagshbandiyya Mujadidiyya, 1750-1920,” (Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Pennsyl-
vania, 1981); J. Gross, ‘Multiple Roles and Perceptions of a Sufi Shaikh: Symbolic Statements of
Political and Religious Authorily,’ in Nagshbandis: Cheminements et situation actuelle d’un ordre
mystique musulman, ed. Marc Gaborieau, Alexandre Popovic, and Thierry Zarcone, (Istanbul/Par-
is, Editions Isis, 1990); J. Gross, ‘“The Economic Status of a Timurid Sufi Shaykh: A Matter of
Conflict or Perception?’, franian Studies 21(1988), pp. 84-104; Jiirgen Paul, ‘Die politische und
soziale Bedeutung der Naggbandiyya in Mittelasien im 15. Jahrhundert,” (Ph.D. Dissertation, Uni-
versity of Hamberg 1989).

3 Notes continucd on page 160.
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The Wagqf of Khoja ‘Ubayd Allah Ahrar in
Nineteenth Century Central Asia:
A Preliminary Study of the Tsarist Record

JO-ANN GROSS

The renowned Nagshbandi pir, Khoja ‘Ubayd Allah Ahrar (1404-1490), is buried at
his khanagah-shrine complex in the village of Khoja Kafshir on the outskirts of
Samarqand, and his burial place has been the object of pilgrimage for over five
hundred years since his death in 1490. The Arabic inscription on his gravestone
likens his grave to the garden of paradise and a cultivated field.!

This is a meadow that is made joyous by glorious flowing rivers
and a garden that is ornamented with divine holiness.
Allah was pleased by its proprietor after He gave him [Abrar] rest
and sought Allah’s perfumes of nature in the morning and the evening.
And the Sovereign, All Knowing, comforted his soul.
[There is for him] rest and satisfaction and a Garden of Delight.?
It is He who created the field of the world as a means to increase
the cultivation of the hereafter,
And He gave him [Ahrar] his outward and inward blessings.

These words paint a metaphorical image of an abundant nature, one blessed by
Allah with prosperity. Subsequent verses also speak to the great esteem and respect
in which Khoja Ahrar was held by his contemporaries. Indeed, by the late fifteenth
century, the Nagshbandi order was deeply integrated into the socioeconomic, polifi-
cal, and religious fabric of rural and urban life in both Khorasan and Transoxiana.3
The eminent state of the order at that time marked a turning point in the history of
Sufi communities in the Eastern Islamic world. Sufis acquired great status, enjoyed
remarkable benefits, and established networks of philanthropy and economic activi-
ty that continued up to the Soviet period. The history of the Nagshbandiyya during

the Timurid period not only attests to its power and significance, but also provides a

1 My English translation is based on N. Veselovsky’s transcription of the Arabic and Persian
scriptions, “Pamyatnik Khoji Akhrara v Samarkande,” Vostochnye zametki (1895), 321-335.

2 Qur’an, 65: 89.

3 The Nagshbandiyya was particularly active in the urban centers of Herat and Samarqand during
the Timurid period. For studies of the Nagshbandiyya in the Timurid period, see O. D. Chekhovich,
Samarkandskie Dokumenty XV-XVI vv., Moskow, 1974; Jo-Ann Gross, “Khoja Ahrar: A Study of the
Perceptions of Religious Power and Prestige in the Lale Timurid period,” Ph.D. Dissertation, New
York University, 1982; idem., “The Economic Status of a Timurid Shaykh: A Matter of Conflict or
Perception?” [ranian Studies, 21 (1988), 84-104; idem, “Khoja Ahrar: An Interpretative Approach to
Understanding the Roles and Perceptions of a Suft Shaykh in Timurid Society,” in Marc Gaborieau,
Alexandre Popovic, and Thierry Zarcone (eds.), Nagshbandis, Editions ISIS, Istanbul/Paris, 1990,
109-122; Jirgen Paul, Die politische und soziale Bedentung der Nagshandivya in Mirtelasian im 15.
Jahrhundert, Walter de Gruyter, Berlin, 1991; idem, “Forming a Faction: The Himayat System of
Khwaja Ahrar,” International Journal of Middle East Studies, 23 (1991), 533-548.
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Les lettres autographes de Khwija
‘Obeydallah Ahrar

Asam Urunbaev

Dans la seconde moitié du xve siecle, ‘Obeydalldh b. Mahmud
Khwija Ahrir, chef de Pordre soufi Nagshbandiyya et grand pro-
priétaire foncier, jouissait dans toute la population du Mavarannahr et
du Khorassan d’une autorité telle qu’il influenca fortément la vie poli-
tique, idéologique et sociale de ces régions!. Mirzd Mohammad Hey-
dar, auteur des mémoires intitulés Tarikh-e Rashidi (XVie siecle), en
évoquant le grand prestige qui I'entourait, dit qu’il était d’usage,
parmi les sultans de son époque, de se lier avec un des morid (dis-
ciples) de Khwija Ahrir pour pouvoir 'approcher2. Parmi ses morid
citons, entre autres, les Timourides Soltdn Abu Sa‘id (r. 1451-1469),
‘Omar Sheykh (m. 1494), Soltin Ahmad (1469-1494).

Grice 2 son autorité spirituelle, Khwéja Ahrir influenca la vie
politique. En 1454, il participa i la défense de Samarcande assiégée par
les troupes du souverain du Khorassan Abu’l-Qdsem Bibor (r.1452-
1457) et joua le role de médiateur entre les défenseurs de la ville et Sol-
tin Abu Sa‘id qui s’apprétait 4 la livrer. Plus tard, en 1463 i Shahro-
khiya pres de Tachkent, Khwija Ahrir réconcilia les trois souverains
timourides. Il consacra sa vie 4 sa mission de médiateur de la paix.

Au xve siecle, ‘Abd al-Rahman Jimi, poéte, penseur et théoricien
de la Nagshbandiyya, nota que Khwija Ahrir, tout en « contemplant
le mystere de 'unité », s’occupait d’affaires séculiéres, fideéle en cela
la doctrine de Bah4’ al-Din Nagshband. Par exemple, dans le Selselar

CAHIERS D’ASIE CENTRALE N° 5-6, 1998 g
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al-zahab Jami écrit que Khwéja Ahrir contraignit les souverains a
supprimer les imp0ts tamghd et yarg introduits sous les Gengiskha-
nides au X1IIe siécle, et refusait les imp6ts qui n’étaient pas prévus par
la shari‘a3. Dans le poeme Tohfat al-ahrdr Jami loue les mérites de
Khwija Ahrir qui fit régner la justice et supprima "oppression dont
le pays était victime depuis 'époque de Gengis Khin*. Dans son
roman en vers Yusof va Zolaykha, le méme auteur décrit Pactivité de
Khwéja Ahrir dans le domaine de Pagriculture qu’il considérait
comme une garantie de bonheur dans I’au-delas.

Les biographies des cheikhs naqshbandis parlent aussi de activité
politique et sociale de leurs disciples et surtout des chefs : Nahdfat al-
ons de Jami, Selselat al-‘Grefin de Mohammad Qdzi, Masmu ‘at de Mir
‘Abd al-Avval-e Nishapuri, Rashahat ‘ayn al-hayit de Fakhr al-Din
al-Safi, Magimat-e Khwéja Nagshbandi de Mohammad Pirsi etc.

A c6té de ces ouvrages, les lettres autographes des chefs de la Nag-
shbandiyya forment une source également fiable sur leur activité dans
la vie de la société. Ces lettres font partie d’un manuscrit unique, le
Majmu‘a-ye morasalit, appelé autrement « Album de Nava’i » (du
poete, destinataire de la plupart des lettres, qui assembla ce recueil),
qui se trouve 3 'Institut d’Orientalisme de I’Académie des Sciences de

la République d’Ouzbékistans.

Cet album comprend 594 lettres autographes de seize auteurs qui
ont vécu 2 Samarcande (dans le Mavarannahr) et 2 Hérat (dans le
Khorassan), et qui correspondaient avec la cour des Timourides a
Hérat. Les lettres, datées entre 1469 et 1492, se trouvaient dans les
archives de I'Etat 3 Hérat. 337 ont été écrites par ‘Abd al-Rahmin
Jami, le poete et penseur mentionné ci-dessus?, 128 par Khwiéja Ahrir
et le reste par ses disciples et des personnalités des milieux intellec-
tuels du Mavarannahr et Khorassan du xve siécle, tous membres de la
Nagshbandiyya.

A quelques exceptions prés, les lettres ne donnent pas le nom du
destinataire. Sept d’entre elles mentionnent Amir ‘Ali Shir (Nava’i)
et, d’apreés la titulature et la maniére de s’adresser au destinataire, on
peut supposer que la plupart des autres ont aussi été destinées a ce
grand homme, qui occupa des postes importants dans le Khorassan
entre 1469 et 1487. Quelques-unes ont été envoyées a Soltdn Hoseyn
Bayqari, qui gouvernait 'Etat timouride du Khorassan (1469-1506),
et a des fonctionnaires — administrateurs de vagf. Khwija Ahrir

=06
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The Letters of Kbwaja ‘Ubayd Allah Abrar-and his Associates
By Jo-AnN Gross and Asom Urunsaev (Leiden: Brill, 2002), 470 pp.
ISBN 90-04-12603-1.

This rich and complex volume may count as the outcome of a fortunate
conjunction: that between increasing scholarly interest in the Nagshbandiyya,
in the West and elsewhere, and the collapse of the Soviet regime in the order’s
Central Asian homeland. The vast troves of manuscripts available in Istanbul
have always made it possible, it is true, to pursue research on most periods and
branches of the Nagshbandiyya with a fair degree of confidence, but there were
certain lacunae that could be filled only by access to the libraries of Tashkent,
an access that was granted but rarely. Now Jo-Ann Gross, who devoted her
1982 NYU doctoral dissertation to Ahrar (d. 1490), a primary figure in the
consolidation and diffusion of the Nagshbandiyya, has come together with
the Uzbek scholar Asom Urunbaev, to produce an extremely useful edition
of letters written by Ahrar and his associates in Samarqand to a variety of
recipients at the Timurid court in Herat, primarily ‘Ali Shir Nava’l

The letters are extracted from a manuscript compilation of autograph
correspondence, entitled Majmii‘a-yi murasalat, preserved in the Institute of
Oriental Studies of the Uzbek Academy of Sciences. Russian scholars have
labelled the manuscript APbom Navoi (‘Nava’i Album’), on the reasonable
assumption that it was compiled by the great statesman and littérateur, ‘Ali Shir
Nava’i (d. 1501), to whom many of the letters were indeed addressed.
In addition to the correspondence of Ahrdr and his associates, the collection
contains no fewer than 337 letters from another Nagshbandi luminary, “‘Abd
al-Rahmin Jami (d. 1492); Uranbaev has published these separately, together
with a Russian translation (Pis’ma-qviografy Abdarakhmana Dzhbami iz
‘APboma Navoi’, Tashkent, 1982). The bulk of the present volume (pp. 93—
429) consists of the Persian text of 257 letters written by Ahrar and his
associates, preceded in each case by their English translation. This arrangement
is somewhat difficult to comprehend, for surely the original has primacy over
the translation and ought logically to precede it. It would have been useful,
moreover, to have text and translation on facing pages in order to facilitate
comparison, but given the extreme brevity of some letters, such an ideal
arrangement would have added to the already considerable girth of the book.
The relevant folios of the manuscript are reproduced in facsimile on a series of
plates grouped together at its end. This is useful, not only because it makes
comparison possible of the printed text with the manuscript, but also because
confrontation with the somewhat inelegant script of the manuscript helps the
reader appreciate the utilitarian purposes for which the letters were written.

Three introductory essays precede the letters. The first, by Jo-Ann Gross,
surveys previous scholarly (or, in the Soviet period, often pseudo-scholarly)
work done on Ahrar, particularly in Russian, and then discusses his career
against the dual background of early Nagshbandi history and the events of the
late Timurid period. She concentrates—justifiably, in view of the content of the
letters—on his relations with rulers and his accumulation and administration
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of wagqf properties. The second chapter, also by Gross, analyses the content and
puzpose of the letters. The third, by Urunbaev, describes the manuscript of the
‘Nava’i Album’ and its history, before providing brief biographies of the fifteen
identifiable authors of the letters—Ahrar himself and those whom the editors
have termed his associates. Taken together, these three chapters provide an
excellent orientation to the letters themselves. Further explanatory information
is provided by footnotes to the letters, identifying wherever possible the
persons, places, and circumstances to which they refer.

The reader should be forewarned not to expect any susbtantive discussion of
specifically Sufi concerns in the letters of Ahrar; they are not in any way
comparable to, for example, the Maktubat of Ahrar’s spiritual descendant,
Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi the Mujaddid (d. 1624). This is not to say that Ahrar
was indifferent to the traditionally central concerns of Sufism, simply that his
discussions of them are to be sought either in his treatises such as Anfas-i
Nafisa (in Sitta-yi Zaruriya (Delhi, 1924), pp. 2-6) and Figarat (MS Ayasofya
2143, fos. 16°-157"), or in the abundant hagiographical literature that record
his sayings and deeds. Viewed in isolation, the content of his letters does,
however, tend to confirm the portrait earlier research drew of Ahrar as a
shaykh firmly enmeshed in a wide range of social, economic, and political
concerns, albeit for purposes connected with his understanding of the tariga.
Like Sirhindi after him, he clearly viewed the tariga as subordinate to the
Shari‘a and his own principal duty to be securing the implementation of the
latter, as guarantor of justice, by rulers; no fewer than twenty-one letters in this
collection are devoted to this theme. Others—including some written by his
associates—express concerns ultimately related to the same subject: demands
for the redress of grievances (e.g. letters 456 and 425), petitions for tax relief
{e.g. letters 500 and 535), requests for material support for the needy and for
students of religion (e.g. letters 102 and 433), and pleas for the restoration of
shrines to their legitimate administrators (e.g. letters 387 and 438) and the
reunification of families divided between Samarqand and Herat (e.g. letters 551
and 558). The abundance and repetitive nature of these requests suggest that
they were heeded, a tribute to the great influence Ahrar wielded. One letter of
particular interest gives voice to Ahrar’s complaint that while temporarily
residing in Herat he had observed ‘certain deviant customs’ (wmiir-i ghayr-i
mustaqim) that might cause great harm to religion. The only solution, he
opined, was to ‘hold fast to the firm rope of the school of the Sunmah and
the Community, which had been chosen by all preceding saints and scholars’
(letter 324). Like similar expressions of concern by Jami, this letter suggests
that ShiT or proto-Shi tendencies were, paradoxically, far stronger in
Khurasan than in the northwestern regions of Iran, where the Safavid
movement was gathering strength.

A cursory comparison of some of Gross’s translations with the Persian
originals suggests that they are generally accurate. Sometimes, however, the
Persian is elliptical enough to permit or suggest an alternative understanding. In
letter 324, for example, Ahrar concludes his lament by saying ‘mutamassikan-
13 hal che khahad bud’, which Gross translates as “what will be the state of
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1115.  Gross, Jo-Ann. “*Authority and miraculous behavior: reflexions on "KarAmat’
stories of Khwan ‘Ubaydullah Ahrar”, in: Leonard Lewisohn ed., The legacy of
medlae\al Persian sufism. London, Khaniqah Nimatullahi Pubhcatlons London,
Centre of Near and Middle Eastern Studies SOAS, 1992, pp. 159-171.

Série d’exemples indiguant comment des anecdotes hagiographiques — se rapportant ici
a la vie du grand maftre naqshbandi "Obeyd Alldh Ahrér (m. 1490 A.D.) — peuvent étre
exploitées utilement par I'historien de la société. C’est surtout I’attitude du maitre soufi face
au pouvoir temporel et A la richesse matérielle qui est étudiée, sur la base des quatre sources
principales pour la vie de ‘O. Ahrir: le Majdles-c ‘Obeyd Alldh Ahrar, le Selselat al-"drefin,
le M(IH(I(/(/J ¢ Ahrdr et enfin le célebre Rashahdi-e “eyn al-haydt. P.L.

Abstracta Iranica (Suppl. Studia Iranica),
c. 15-16, 1992-1993, Tehran 1997. p. 475




LAbstracta Iranica, Vol. 24, 2001 Teheran. pp. {00 . J
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179. NOWSHAHI, ‘Aref (éd.). Ahval va sokhanan-e Khwije ‘Obeyd-ollah Ahrar
(806 ta 985 q.), moshtamal bar Malftizit-e Ahrir be tahrir-e Mir ‘Abd ol-Avval

?\g“é\‘\\& Nishabari, Malfizit-e Ahrir (majmii‘e-ye digar), Raqa‘dt-e Ahrir, Khawireg-e
o 4dab-e Ahrar ta’lif-e Mowldnid Sheykh. Téhéran, Markaz-e nashr-e dineshgihf,
. é&ﬁ"' t) 1380[/2001], X-846 p., plusieurs index.
Y [Vie et propos de Khwiéja ‘Ubayd-Allah Ahrar (806-985 h.q.), composé des Paroles
( d’Ahrir dans la rédaction de Mir ‘Abd al-Awwal Nishdb{irf, des Paroles d’Ahrar
\\I\if” (autre recueil), des Epfires d’Ahrdr, et des Prodiges d’Ahrdr par Mawlind Shaykh]
\%( Qui était Ahrar ? Telle est la question a laquelle le présent ouvrage tente d’apporter une

réponse. Cette somme s’arréte, en particulier, sur quelques-unes des principales sources
documentant la vie du premier grand diffuseur de la Nagshbandiyya en Asie Centrale,
Khwija ‘Ubayd-Allah Ahrdr (m. 1490). Elle s’ouvre sur une présentation des principaux
biographes de ce dernier et de leurs ceuvres respectives, non sans ménager une place aux
témoignages de contemporains. L’ouvrage se poursuit avec une biographie du saint
personnage, qui établit I’apport des sources évoquées sur les aspects les plus divers de son
existence : ses origines sociales, son éducation, ses rencontres avec les grands mystiques du
temps, son enseignement, sa postérité, etc. On aborde ensuite I’apport spécifique de trois des
sources utilisées dans le présent ouvrage, un soin particulier étant apporté a la mise en
perspective des différentes versions manuscrites ou éditées visitées par I’auteur. Un ouvrage
qui, nous n’en doutons pas, apporte une trés utile contribution au développement actuel des
études sur les grandes voies mystiques en Asie Centrale. S.A.D.
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ABSTRACTA IRANICA, XXVI, 2003 TEHERAN, pp. %Q} .

192.  GROSS, Jo-Ann et URUNBAEV, Asom. The Letters of Kwéja ‘Ubayd
Allih Ahrar and his Associates, Leyde, Brill, 2002.

Cet ouvrage comporte deux parties principales. Une partie introductive qui regroupe
trois articles destinés 2 introduire historiquement 1’édition des lettres, I’objet de la seconde
partie de I’ouvrage. Dans un premier article (« The Nagshbandiya and Khwija ‘Ubayd Allah
Ahrdr », pp. 1-22), Jo-Ann Gross décrit le role fondamental joué par H"3ja Ahrdr dans le
développement de I’ordre naq¥bandi qui se trouva alors plus centralisé et dont les membres
s’investirent dans les structures €conomiques et sociales de I’ Asie centrale. Elle montre que
des liens plus étroits furent tissés avec les autorités politiques et avec les €lites culturelles
de Hérat et que, finalement, les membres de la tariga finirent par s’intégrer dans le milien
urbain. Dans le second article'(« The Majmi‘a-yi murisalt as a-Source for the History of
Mawarannahr and Khurdsin in the Late Timurid Period », pp. 23-56) J-A.G. montre la
valeur historique importante des 257 lettres autographes de H"aja Ahrar et de ses proches,
en particulier en ce qui concerne I*histojre économique et idéologique de ’ordre nagsbandi,
ainsi que pour reconstituer les contacts entre le Khorassan et la Transoxiane. L’étude de ces
lettres apporte des renseignements précieux sur le réle religieux, politique et économique de
ces cheikhs soufis qui avaient des activités non seulement dans les pangahs, les madrasas,
mais aussi dans les villes et dans le commerce (sur ce point voir J. Paul, Die poljtische und
soziale Bedeutung der Naqsbandiyya in Mittelasien im 15, Jahrhundert, Berlin/New York,
Walter de: Gruyter, 1991). Un troisiéme chapitre (« The Manuscript and its Authors »,
pp. 56-90), rédigé par Asom Urunbaev, est consacré i Ia tradition manuscrite des lettres.
Dans la seconde partie de I'ouvrage on trouvera Iédition des lettres qui sont égalemient
traduites en anglais et annotées, Ce livre, qui est un apport important 2 tous ceux qui
s'intéressent 4 1’histoire des Timourides, comporte plusieurs index trés utiles dont les
£} auteurs ont ew la bonne idée de rédiger deux versions, I'une en anglais (pp. 439-448) et
I'autre en persan (pp. 449-469), On trouvera également des fac-similés de manuscrits, des
photos de différents tombeaux, des cartes et un tableau généalogique des Timourides. D.A,
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250 APPENDIX ONE SURVEY OF ENDOWMENT DEEDS 251 = ZS‘ 7 .

abode of pleasure), a moniker not encountered in the sources of the 7. Vadfiyyas of the Nagshband: shaikh Khodja ‘Ubaidullah Alniy of
fifteenth century.® ' Samarqand I/M (,(/ M
Habiba-Sultan Begim’s motives for establishing the endowment, Vs )

which was a “mixed” charitable and private vagf, are unclear. At the
time, Sultan-Ahmad would only have been about thirteen years old,
and Habiba-Sultian could not have been much older.%” It is not known
whether she was already married to Sultan-Ahmad, but her young
age would not have precluded the union, especially as it appears that
the marriage was a political one, intended to link a powerful amirid
family with the Timurid ruling house. It may be speculated that her
father, who is mentioned in the vagfiyya as deceased, had died recently,
and that she had come into an inheritance that she conveyed to vagf
as a long-term investment for herself. As has already been established,

The influential Nagshbandi shaikh Khvaja ‘Ubaidullzh Ahrar (d. 1490)
created a number of pious endowments in Samarqgand and Tashkent
during the last decades of the fifteenth century. The earliest on record,
based on the charter deed of endowment dated 874/1470, was for a
madrasa in the Darb-i Stzangaran quarter of Samarqand.” Another
endowment, dated 894/1489, was for a khanagah complex he estab-
lished just south of Samargand in the village of Khvaja Kafshir, called
Muhavvata-i mullayan (or mavali), which served as the focal point of his
spiritual community and as the administrative centre of his agricultural
enterprise.”® Sometime before his death in 1490 he made an addition
to the endowment of the aforementioned madrasa in Samargand,’ and

()
o\

-~

there was a tradition of patronage of funerary architecture by Timurid
royal women. By creating an endowment for a mausoleum in which
Sultan-Abt Sa‘Td’s daughter, who was also her husband’s half-sister, was
buried, Habiba-Sultan would have linked herself and her descendants
even more closely to the Timurid royal house.®® It is possible that her
endowment was only one of many that were estabiisned over time
for the mausoleum, which became a place ol Luial for a number ol
women and children of the Timurid royal house.®

The endowments consisted of agricultural properties in the
Samarqand region;” twenty pairs of oxen, and thirty-two slaves to
work the land and.to serve as attendants at the mausoleum; and many
precious objects, including carpets, bronze cauldrons, coverlets and wall
hangings made of fine fabrics, such as silk, brocade, etc., and oil lamps
and candelabra made of bronze, gold, porcelain, etc.”! The charitable
activities provided for were similar to those at the mausoleum of Afaq
-Begim, although on a much more modest scale.

s

% Masson, “Samarkandskii mavzolei,” 126

7 Compare her young age with that of Khalil-Sultan’s daughter Saray-Malik Agha,
who must have been around fifteen at the time of the establishment of her endowment,
for which see n. 36 above.

% Viatkin was uncertain about the exact nature of the relationship between the two
women—see his “Vakufnyi dokument,” 132. As Sultan-Ahmad’s wife, Habiba-Sultan
Begim would have been Khvand-Sultan Bike’s (half-)sister-in-law.

% See Masson, “Samarkandskii mavzolei,” 40.

" The estimated size of these properties was between 120 and 150 hectares
(= 300-375 acres)—see Viatkin, “Vakufnyi dokument,” 136.

' Viatkin, “Vakufnyi dokument,” 123-26.

he created another endowment for a madrasa, a congregational mosque,
and a neighbourhood mosque in Tashkent.”

All the endowments were of the mixed type, with Ahrar himself
acting as the trustee (mutavallf) of the endowed foundations. After his
death, his position was to be inheritec by lis male descendaus, wiv
were also designated as beneficiaries of a portion of the endowment
revenues, in accordance with the provisions for a family-type vagf’s
Based on the extensive documentary record, which has been subjected
to considerable scholarly scrutiny of late, it is’posstble to ascertain the
extent of Ahrar’s involvement in the agrarian economies of several key
regions of Timurid Transoxiana, including the Tashkent, Samarqgand,

2 For an edition and Russian translation, see Chekhovich, Samarkandskie dokumenty,
no. 5. For an abridged English translation, see Jo-Ann Gross, ‘A Central Asian Wagf
of Nagshbandi Sufi Master Khwaja Ahrar,” in Windows on the House of Islam: Muslim
Sources on Spirituality and Religious Life, ed. John Renard (Berkeley and Los Angeles:
University of California Press, 1998), 231-35.

” See Chekhovich, Samarkandskie dokumenty, no. 10. Yor the development of this
endowed foundation through the seventeenth century, s¢¢ McChesney, Central 4sia,
98-109.

™ See Chekhovich, Samarkandskie dokumenty, no. 11.

5 See Chekhovich, Samarkandskie dokumenty, no. 12.

76 In 953/1546, a new summary listing was made of all of Ahrar’s endowments by an

. unknown trustee—see Chekhovich, Samarkandskie dokumenty, no. 17. See also Stephen E.

Dale and Alam Payind, “The Ahrart Wagfin Kabul in the Year 1546 and the Mughal
Nagshbandiyyah,” Journal of the American Oriental Society 119, no. 2 (1999): 218-33. The
beneficiaries of the endowments were Ahrar’s tomb shrine in the Muhavvata-i mullayan
complex, a madrasa and mosque he had built in Kabul, and his descendants.

.
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The Letters of Khwaja ‘Ubayd Allah Ahrar and his
associates / by Jo-Ann Gross and Asom Urunbaev. Published in
coopration with the Al-Beruni lustitute of Oriental Studies of the
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan. - Leiden; Boston;
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. 7 ]
confrontations -with governmental representatives. Thus, a man who

owned a garment store was being harassed by a tax agent who called him
bad names because the man was unable to pay. Sa'd al-din appeared and
touched the tax agent on the shoulder, saying: “Beware of your tongue,”
and following that, the tax agent fell down, rolled in the dust, and of
course, he became a fervent follower of Sa'd al-din afterward &

In another story, a follower who had returned to his home region in
Quhistan was oppressed by a tax collector. In a dream, the follower saw
his master Sa‘d al-din who, armed with bow and arrow, shot this man.
After a while, and after the follower had told him that a great misfortune
would befall him, the tax collector became paralyzed %

These stories are related in the Rashahat and are consistent with
what Khwaja Ahrar thought was the foremost task of a Sufi leader:
helping the oppressed and using all of his influence to improve their
situations. In other sources, Sa'd al-din is important for his spiritual
teachings, and, of course, because Jaml's spiritual affiliation is traced
through him.®

Itis difficult to draw a conclusion about Sa'd al-din’s political outlook
and level of “political” activity. It seeins, however, that he was not as
active in this respect as Baha’ al-din ‘Umar was. His period in Herat,
perhaps more than thirty years until his death in 860/1456, certainly saw
the Khwajagan on the rise, but they did not achieve a position of prime
importance, at least as far as secular matters were concerned.

At any rate, until the middle of the fifteenth century, the Khwajagan
were no more than one of many groups competing in the Herati mystical,
intellectual, and political bazaar, and possibly they were not the most

important group. £ 4 r
1 [bewy Sttloth Hlbra
Khwaja Ahrir u “ . - doeo 008

It seems that this changed only in the times of Khwija Ahrar, In the
following section, I will first examirie some staterments Khwiaja Ahrar

“ 1bid., p. 219.
“1bid., p. 221.

==

® For Jami's silstla, see Bakharz, Magamat-i jami, p. 87.

reportedly made about the political activities of Baha' al-din ‘Umar and
Zayn al-din-i Khwafi, which I call the “notable paradigm.” In a.second
“step, before coming to a conclusion, another style of political
intervention will be presented, which I propose to >call~the. “ihtisab

paradigm.” ] _ »

When Khwaja Ahrar was in Herat, where he spent five years in all, he
went to see a number of spiritual guides, among them Qésim-i Anwar,
Baha' al-din ‘Umar, and occasionally Zayn al-din-i Khwafi.* We do not
know exactly when he stayed in Herat, but a computation of the dates
available places his arrival in the capital sometime in the late 1420.% The
difficulty here is that Qdsim-i Anwar was no longer in Herat after the

» HurGfi incident in 830/1427, so either Khwaja Ahrar must have come to
I:Ierat earlier than we have calculated, or he must have met Qasim-i

Anwir in Samarqand. The 1420s, at any rate, were a time when the
influence of Baha' al-din ‘Umar and Zayn al-din-i Khwafi was high, and
there were few, if any, spiritual guides in the capital who were a match
for them.

Of the two, Baha’ al-din ‘Umar gets better marks. He was more careful
about his food, but still, he also accepted food out of the general wagf
funds® An explicit comparison that Khwaja Ahrér makes is all in Baha’ al-
din ‘Umar’s favor® But it is concerning their political activity where
Khwéjé Ahrar's criicism—directed at both shaykhs—is most explicit.

He writes:

- Never did Shaykh Bahd' al-din ‘Umar go out to meet Mirzi
ﬁ%c\ﬁ?’ Shahrukh in person in order to redress oppression and enhance the

W%“‘}:&' v sharfa. He ought to have taken responsibility for the Prophet's

sharTa and should have gone to meet Mirz3 Shahrukh and the amirs
in all politeness, What shame can there be in that? Honor and “face”
are in honoring and respecting the sharf'a. Shaykh Zayn al-din didn’t
go, either. If there was anything, they used to go on Thursday
mornings—this was the day when Mirza Shahrukh used to go to the

* Kashifi, Rashdhat, p. 416. } i ,
#7. Gross and A. Urunbaev, The Letters of Khw@a ‘Ubayd Allah Ahrdr, pp.11-12.

*# Mir ‘Abd al-awwal Nishap{ri, Malfiizdt, no. 169 and 375,

“ bid., no. 403.
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