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‘UBADA 5. MA’ AL-SAMA’ [see 18N MA’ AL-SAMA’].

UBAGH, ‘Avn UsAgy, the name of a spring
or watercourse on the eastern, sc. ‘Iraki, fringes
of the Syrian Desert which was the scene of a
pre-Islamic yawm or battle of the Arabs.

The confused Arabic sources take this as being the
battle of A.D. 554 in which the Lakhmid al-Mundhir
III b. al-Nu‘man II was killed fighting the Ghassanid
al-Harith b. Djabala [g.0.], in fact, the yawm al-Halima
(see e.g. al-Bakri, Mu‘diam ma ’sta’diama, i, 95; Yakat,
Buldan, ed. Beirut, iv, 175. Cf. A.P. Caussin de Per-
ceval, Essai sur Uhistoire des arabes avant UIslamisme, Paris
1847-8, ii, 133; A. Musil, Palmyrene, a topographical itin-
erary, New York 1928, 144 n. 38; and GassiniDs).
However, Noldeke, in his Die ghassdnischen Fiirsten aus
dem Hause Gafna’s, 23-4, followed by G. Rothstein, Die
Lajpmiden, 103, idendfied ‘Ayn Ubagh with a later
Ghassanid-Lakhmid encounter, one during the cam-
paign of 569 when al-Mundhir b. al-Harith defeated
the Lakhmid Kabis b. al-Mundhir III and advanced
on the latter’s capital of al-Hira [¢.z.] to within three
mansiones or stages of it. Al-Mundhir’s encampment
would obviously be at a watering-place, and the loca-
tion of ‘Ayn Ubzgh would correspond well to this,
as noted by I. Shahid, Byzanitum and the Arabs in the
sixth centurp, Washington D.C. 1995, i, 342-3.

Bibliography: Given in the article.

(C.E. BoswoORTH)
/ ‘UBAYD ALLAH [sec AL-MAHDI ‘UBAYD ALLAH].

‘UBAYD ALLAH 5. aL-‘ABBAS B. ‘ABD AL-
MurraLs, Abi Muhammad, Companion and
paternal cousin of the Prophet Muhammad
and younger brother of the famed scholar and reciter
of traditions ‘Abd Allah b. al-‘Abbas [g.2.], born in
the year of the Higira, died in the reign of Yazid b.
Mu‘awiya or in 85/704 or in 87/706. He was further
related to the Prophet in that his mother Umm al-
Fadl bt. al-Harith al-Hilaliyya was the sister of Muham-
mad’s wife Maymiina [g.z.] (Ibn Kutayba, Ma%nf, ed.
‘Ukasha, 121, 367; al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, iii,
ed. al-Duri, 447). Unlike his brother, he handed down
few traditions, but was famed for his hospitality.

He was a strong partisan of his nephew ‘All b.
AbT Talib, and during the latter’s caliphate acted as
‘Al’s governor over Yemen, leading the Pilgrimage
in 37/658 and again in 39/660 when he had to con-
front in Mecca the rival Pilgrimage leader sent by
Mu‘awiya, Yazid b. Shadjara al-Ruhiwi (al-Tabarf,
i, 3390, 3443, 3448, 3474). When Mu‘awiya’s com-
mander Busr b. Artdt [¢0] approached Yemen in
40/660-1, ‘Ubayd Allah fled, eventually to Kiifa, leav-
ing behind two of his. sons to be killed by Busr. He
was a supporter of al-Hasan’s claims to succeed to
the caliphate after “AlT’s assassination, but when Mu‘a-
wiya advanced into the Sawad, was bought off by

" the Umayyad for a million dirhams [see (AL-)HASAN
B. ‘aLi]. The remainder of his life was spent at Medina,
where he died at an advanced age.

Bibliography: The main sources are Baladhurt,
Ansab al-ashraf, iii, 55-65, and Ibn al-Athir, Usd al-
ghaba, iii, 340-1. See also Zirkly, A%am, iv, 349.

(C.E. BosworTH)

‘UBAYD ALLAH s. ‘ABD ALLAH ai-HUDHALI
[see FUKAHA® AL-MADINA AL-saB‘A. V., in Suppl].

‘UBAYD ALLAH 5. ABI BAKRA, Abi Hatim,
Arab commander of the bmay)ads and gov-
ernor in Sistdan, d. 79/698.

The Abti Bakra family were of mawld origin, Abf
Bakra’s father being apparently an Abyssinian slave.
Although he married a free Arab wife from the Banii
‘Idjl, “Ubayd Allah himself retained a dark and swarthy
complexion, being described as adgham; an attempted
filiation of the family to al-Harith b. Kalada [g.¢. in
Suppl], the so-called “Physician of the Arabs”, was
later disallowed by the caliph al-Mahdi. The family
prospered in Bagra as partisans of the Umayyads and
through the patronage of the governor of ‘Irak Zivad
b, Abihi [g.r.]. “‘Ubayd Allih was governor of Sistan
51-3/671-3, and early in ‘Abd al-Malik’s reign he was
prominent amongst the pro-Umayyad forces in Basra
against Mus‘ab b. al-Zubayr [g.2.].

He again became governor of Sistan in 78/697-8
under al-Hadjdjadj, with the task of raiding into the
region of eastern Afghanistan and recalling the local
ruler, the Zunbil, to his obligation of paying tribute.
But the Arab expedition of summer 79/698 proved
a disaster; the retrospectively-styled “Army of Destruc-
ton” (Diaysh al-Fand’) was largely destroyed by star-
vation and by attacks of the Zunbil’s followers, and
‘Ubayd Allah died at Bust on the way back with the
army’s remnants.

Bibliography: On the Abt Bakra family, see the
section in al-Baladhuri, Ansdb al-ashraf, i, ed. Hami-
dallzh, 489-505. The episode of the “Army of De-
struction” is described above all in idem, Futifh,
399, and Ansdb, ed. Ahlwardt as Anomyme arabische
Chrontk, 311-18; in Tabari, ii, 1036-9, tr. E.K.
Rowson, 183-6; and in the anonymous locl history,
Ta’rikh-i Sistan, 110-12, o. M. Gold, 89-90 (con-
fused). These and other sources are utilised in C.E.
Bosworth, ‘Ubaidallih b. AbT Bakra and the “Army of
Destruction” in Zabulistan (79/698), in Il, 1 (1973),
268-83; for “‘Ubayd Allah’s earlier career, see idem,
Sistan under the Arabs . .., Rome 1968, 21,

: (C.E. BOSWORTH)

‘UBAYD ALLAH . AHMAD . ABI TAHIR,
Abu ’l-Husayn, son of the historian, littérateur and
bookman Ibn Abi Tahir (d. 280/893 [g2]), and a
historian and author in his own right. Ibn al-
Nadim describes the father as a superior author
(Fihrist, 147) but al-Kifif considers him equally
“assiduous in [his] reporting” (Hukama’, 111). He
died in his home town, Baghdad, in 313/925; his date
of birth is unknown.

The mention of ‘Ubayd Allah in the biographical
literature rests on the fact that he is his father’s son
and that he wrote a continuation of his father's K
Baghdad, a history, properly a regnally-organised akh-
bar collection, on Baghdad and its caliphs; conse-
quently, he is mentioned in the principal notices
devoted 1o Ibri Abi Tahir. The only extant
biographical notices devoted exclusively to him are in
Ta’rikh Baghdid (iv, 211, x, 348) and in the Fihrist
(147). However, neither provides much information
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