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THEOLOGY See Disputation; Kalam; Law

TIMBUKTU

During the early medieval period, Timbuktu was a seasonal
camp of Berber nomadic tribes as they took their livestock to
the Niger River during the dry season. It became a semi-
permanent settlement in the twelfth century. By the fifteenth
century, the settlement had become one of the most famous
intellectual and commercial citles of the African continent.
Saltand gold were among the precious products sought after
in Timbuktu. Merchants and scholars from North Africa
visited or settled in there during the second half of the
fourteentli century. A number of universities were estab-
lished in Timbukwmu from the fifteenth century onwards.
Notable among them are the following: Sankore, which was
established by Sanhaja Berbers; Djingerey Bey; and the Ora-
tory of Sidi Yahya. Their course offerings included the study
of the Quran, the hadith, law, theology, rhetoric, logic,
prosody, and Arabic grammar. The universities of Timbuke
maintained close contact with other universities in North
Africa and Egypt. They offered the same topics and recog-
nized each other’s degrees.

The two major sources of the politcal history of the
medieval Western Sudan are the 77°rikb al-Sudan (History of
the Black people) and the T@’rikh al-Fattash (History of the
researcher ) were written by Timbuktu scholars: ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Sa‘di and Mahmud Ka‘t, respectively. During
the 1990s, the al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation pub-
lished catalogues of thousands of manuscripts in Arabic or
Ajami located in the libraries and private collections of
Timbuktu. These manuscripts include scholarly works and
other documents, providing crucial information on the relig-
ious social, econormic, and political history of the region.

See also Africa, Islam in; Kunti, Mukhtar al-.
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The city of Touba is located in the region of Diourbel in
Senegal, West Africa. It is the second largest city in Senegal
and (in 2001) had approximately one quarter of a million
inhabitants. The city was established in 1887 by Ahmad
Bamba, the founder of the Muridiyya (Mouride) brotherhood
(tariga), as the headquarters for his new brotherhood. Accord-
ing to tradition, the location was revealed to him by the angel -
Gabriel while he was seated praying. The French, fearful of
an uprising against their regime, did not permit Ahmad
Bamba to live in T'ouba but he continued to see it asa holy site
and the center of his brotherhood. Succeeding caliphs would
either live in Touba or have a principal home there.

Before his death in 1927 Ahmad Bamba began the con-
struction of the great mosque in Touba, which is today the
largest mosque in Senegal. The founder’s maunsoleum is in
Touba as are several religious and Arabic schools, libraries,
historical sites, and tombs of other Muridiyya leaders. The
city is home to the annual Muridiyya festival, the Magal. The
date of the Magal marks the exile of Ahmad Bamba to Gabon,
symbolizing his suffering and resistance to the French colo-
nial authorities. Hundreds of thousands of disciples make the
pilgrimage every year to pray at the founder’s tomb and to
celebrate their religion. Especially during the immediate pre-
and post-independence periods, when Muriddiyya caliphs
played a large role in the political process of Senegal, Touba
was a major seat of political as well as religious power.

See also Africa, Islam in; Bamba, Ahmad; Tariqa.
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TRADITIONALISM

The term traditionalism is commonly used to describe the
early Islamic movement that coalesced around the ideas of
Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (d. 855) during the mibna (inquisition, c.
833~847). Traditionalism indicates the loose configuration of
scholars who rejected the rationalist interpretation of Islamic

1sfam and the Muslim World

Edit. Richard C. Martin, Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World,
vol, 1T, New York 2004. pp. 6%
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on the art of kving. tr. Dawa Norbu, Delhi 1994; and

T. Tsering, The advice of the Tibelan Muslim “Phalu™.

A preliminary discussion of a popular Buddhst/Islamic lit-

erary treaitse, in Tibelan Review, (February 1988), 10-

15, (March 1988), 18-21.

There are no special studies on the Muslims of
Tibetan culture of northeastern Tibet; one can find
information in the articles of Moevus and Zarcone
cited above, and in D.C. Gladney, Muslim Chinese,
ethnic nationalism in the People’s Republic, Cambridge,
Mass. and London 1991.

For the Muslims of Tibetan culture to the west
of Tibet, see for the Pakistani region, BALTISTAN;
GILGIT, in Suppl.; and HUNzA; for the Indian regions,
KASHMIR and LADAKH, and for this last, also P. Dollfus,
The history of Muslims in Central Ladakh, in The Tibet
Journal, xx/3 (1995), 35-58; N. Grist, Muslims wn
Western Ladakh, in ibid., 59-70; eadem, Mushm kin-
ship and marriage in Ladakh, in C. Ramble and
M. Brauen (eds.), Anthropology of Tibet and the Himalaya,
Zurich 1993, 80-92; S. Srinivas, Comjunction, paral-
lelism and cross-cuiting ties among the Muslims of Ladakh,
in The Tibet Jowmal, xx/3 (1995), 71-95.

(M. GABORIEAU)

TUBNA, conventionally Tobna, the Roman Thubu-
nae, a historic town of the central Maghrib,
now in northeastern Algeria, situated 4 km/2.4 miles
south of modern Barika (between Barika and Bitham).
Being at the extreme eastern end of the Shott Hodna
and the Belezma mountains, it commanded all the
eastern part of the Hodna basin, just as Zabi/Msila
commanded the western part. The waters of the
Bitham permitted irrigation there.

These advantages were of significance at two epochs,
the Roman and the Arab ones. The Romans built the
town of Thubunae, which became a municipium under
Septimius Severus and with its citadel, it was able to
protect the countryside from nomads. According to
the itineraries, Tubna was a day’s march from Makkara
and from Ngawus, two days’ march from al-Ghadir,
Msila and Biskra, and five days from Bagha. In A.D.
427 the Count Boniface stayed there, during which
time he had a meeting with St. Augustine. The Byzan-
tines made it the cheflieu of a district and built a
vast fortress there. Nevertheless, the Arabs conquered
it, probably at the beginning of the 8th century. For
the next two centuries, under various Arab powers,
Tubna had a great strategic importance. It had a gar-
rison (djund) and new walls, and was the strongest
poini d’appui for the central power when suppressing
revolts of the Berber Khiridjites or repelling the Shi‘t
Kutama. Ibrahim b. al-Aghlab, governor of Tubna,
set out from here to conquer the province of Ifrikiya
and to found the Aghlabid line of governors. Later,
it belonged to the Fatimids, then the Zirids and then
the Hammadids. :

During all this time, Tubna was a prosperous and
populous place. Al-BakiT calls it the greatest town of
the Maghrib between Kayrawan and Sidjilmasa, and
says that it was surrounded by a brick wall, with monu-
mental gateways, and flanked to the south by a stone-
built fortress crowned by vaulted chambers, with
cisterns and accommodation for officials. Inside the
town was a street lined with shops and markets. Out-
side the wall extended the suburbs, a cemectery, and
irrigated gardens and fields. The fertile lands had many
cotton plants. However, with the westwards movement
brought about by the Umayyad power in Cordova,
it was preferred to exercise local power from a strong-
hold created further to the west, Msila [scc MASTLA],
to which Tubna was attached. The town thus lost

TUBBAT — TUBU

some of its splendour, but retained its military role.

In the mid-11th century, the arval of the Bant
Hilal [g.¢.] dealt a decisive blow (o its prosperity. Ac-
cording to Ihn Khaldin, “after having reduced the
towns of Tubna and Masila to ruins, and having
expelled their populations, they fell on the cara-
vanserais, farms and towns, razed them o the ground
and made the area a vast desert”. Tubna was never
able to recover completely after this. Its importance
declined whilst Biskra benefited, and it soon disap-
peared completely. Today, the site of Tubna stretches
out as a vast open space, with extensive ruins, traces
of a wall 950 m by 930 m, and remains of the Byzan-
tine fortress. Thus a whole slice of the history of the
Maghrib lies within this site, one hardly as yet
explored.

Bibliography: Bakrl, Masalk, ed. and tr. de Slane-
Fagnan, 108; R. Granger, Monographie de Tobna, in
Recueil de Constanting, xxxv (1901), 1-99; G. Yver,
EI' art. Tobna, L. Golvin, Le Maghreb central a Iépoque
des Zirides. Ars et métiers graphiques, Paris 1957; P.L.
Cambuzat, L'éolution des cités du Tell en Ifrikya du
7 qu 117 siecle, Algiers 1986. (M. COtE)
TUBU, written in Arabic script as Tubd, a peo-

ple of the eastern Sahara.

They are distributed over an immense territory lying
between the Libyan Desert, on the fringes of Egypt
and Libya, in the east; the Ahaggar massif [g2.] of
southern Algeria in the west; the Fezzan [see razzan]
region of southern Libya in the north; and the north-
ern half of Chad [see ¢aD, in Suppl.] and the adjacent
fringes of Sudan in the east. In Fezzan, they const-
tute the greater part of the district of Gatriin, and a
few are still found in the Kufra oasis [¢.0.]. The plateau
of Djado [see DJADT], connecting the Ahaggar and
Tassili-n-Ajjer [see TassiL] with Tibesti, the massifs of
Tibesti and Borkou [g.20.] and the plateau of Ennedi,
form a mountainous heartland for the Tubu, but they
spread far southwards across the desert through strings
of oases like those of Kawar [see KAwAR and BILMA],
through Bodele to Kanem [g.2.], hence along the
course of the wadi of the Bahr al-Ghazal almost to
Lake Chad, and eastwards to Waday [g.0.].

The name Tubu or Tibbu was given by Europeans
to all these peoples, but the various groups call them-
selves by particular names. Tubu is applied more par-
ticularly to the natives of Tibesti; in the Kanuri [g.2.]
language, it means the people of TG or Tibesti; the
latter call themselves Téda; in the same way are dis-
tinguished the Amma Borkua (Borki), the Kreda,
Norea, Cheurafade in Waday and the Koeherda in
the Bahr al-Ghazal. From the linguistic point of view,
two groups may be recognised, speaking dialects very
different in vocabulary: the Teda of Tibest, and the
Daza settled in the southern districts. The Arabs give
the latter the name of Gouran.

1. Social and religious organisation.

The Tubu are very distinct from the black Sudanese
on the one hand, and the Arabs and Berbers on the
other. They are as a rule of small stature, with a lean
and slim body, dark skin, straight nose, sometimes
aquiline, thin lips, and smooth hair. These physical
characteristics are particularly strongly defined in the
Teda, who have remained isolated in their mountains.
They are found scattered through the Daza who are
more or less mixed with negro blood. The poverty
of their country dooms them to a wretched existence.
Some are nomads, others sedentary. The main sup-
plics come from the cultivation of the palm-tree and
cercals in the ennedi or valleys with water, the rearing
of goats in Tibesti and of catle in the Chad region.
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