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purity regime. Discourses of purity in transcultural T::; hare *'
perspective (300-1600). Ed. Matthias Bley, Nikolas

Jaspert, Stefan Kock. Leiden: Brill, 2015, (Dynamios. /. 99//5
inasl,I;e History of Religions, 7), pp. 283-296.
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SHAUL REGEV

T hared 190715
Naj asat

Najasat (Ar./Pers. impurity) is an Islamic
legal concept that classifies certain items and
classes of people as impure. In Tmami (Twelver)
Shiism, “infidels” (non-Muslims) are usually
held to be agents of impurity, and the defini-
tion of infidel sometimes includes the kitabi, a
person who belongs to a People of the Book.
Shii ‘ulamd’ (religious scholars) have some-

times explicitly held Jews to-be impure. Qurian

9:30 ascribes to the Jews the belief that “Uzayr
(usually identified with the biblical prophet
Ezra) .was the son of God, a conviction that
would transform them into polytheists, who
are deemed impure according to Quran 9:28.
The prominent religious scholar » Muhammad
Bagir al-Majlisi (d. 1699/1700), for instance,
held that Jews were impure and therefore, since
impurity is transmitted via liquids, stipulated
that they must remain at home on rainy or
snowy days lest they render their Shi1 neigh-
bors impure. Ayatollah -» Khomeini (d. 1989),
the father of the Islamic Republic of Iran, notes
in his Risala-i Tawdih al-Masa'il that every part
of an unbeliever’s body is impure, including the
hair, nails and bodily secretions (Tehran, n.d.,
pp- 15 and 18). Interestingly, while Ayatollah
Khomeini regarded infidels as impure, the cur-
rent leader of Iran, ‘Ali Khamene, is quoted in
a fatwa (legal responsum) as maintaining that
infidels, Jews, and other Peoples of the Book are
not inherently impure, and touching the mois-
ture on their hands does not impart impurity.

Calls for the enforcement of impurity restric-
tions should not be viewed as stemming solely
from a sincere wish to follow Allah’s will. Occa-
sionally, they have also been a pretext to bar
Jews and other non-Shiis from the marketplace
and thus from competing with their Muslim
counterparts.

Abundant “evidence suggests that from
> Safavid times onward, Jews, members of
other religious minorities, and foreigners were
viewed and treated as impure in their daily
interactions with Iranian Shi society. The con-
cept of impurity was abandoned in some locali-
ties, especially during the - Pahlavi nationalist
era, but in others it has remained in force. A
recent testimony given by a Jewish girl can be
found in Ramin Farahani’s documentary The
Jews of Iran (2005).
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DaNIEL TSADIK

Naqqash, Samir

Samir Naqqgash (1938-2004) was an Iragi-
born Israeli writer of short stories, novellas,
novels, and plays. He depicted his family in
> Baghdad as very comfortable if not wealthy.
He was a passionate reader from a young age.

Naggash considered his family’s move to
Israel in 1951 to have been the great tragedy of
his life, and blamed the premature death of his
father on the harsh conditions in the transit
camp (Heb. ma’abara) where they were settled.
A younger brother also died following the
move, shortly after taking a fall of uncertain
causes. Unhappy, Naggash fled to - Lebanon
in 1954, only to be returned to Israel. He also
traveled to Turkey, - Iran, and -> India between
1958 and 1962. Naqqash studied Arabic litera-
ture at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. He
worked as a news editor for Israeli Arabic

Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic world, vol. II, Leiden: E. J- Brill, 2010, iISAM DN. 252661.
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CHAPTER VII] CLEANLINESS FROM CALLS OF NATURE . 677

belts of the anues: so when —’;U.AJ T Wt
an eye sleeps, the belt becomes - ;—“ Ghaza] geall abi 130
relaxed. —Darimi ¢ @87 | - -
‘ Darimi (Cpeyall)
233w,  Omme-Salamah re. gt

. -
AT pr” "G P S I

_ported that she . saids 1 took I b o gl il ¢ o8

a roasted meat to the Prophet. ~

_ . , LTI I T, e
He ate some of it and then got up for rli o A:.. JST Tg _,A.':« ’!A.::. rhe ::d)
prayer without making ablution. Y - - -o
t‘" -
Al v A . iz _ -
- L
234w, Omar-b-Abdul  Aziz + 7 4= 4 =4 4= 4 ==y ,-
reported from Tamim Dari who [’ Of ::’*-"“” hE oo of

ATe =, "

s - P -

said that the Messenger of Allah 2l | Sade o= ol 4 oo
had said : There is abultion on “4¥3" pabw &M yuy JU JU Stally
account of any flowing blood: ¢ atss- -

T .’ <o . A
— Darqutni (‘i:h’J'AJ,) ""-l"l“ ;-‘ Js” g
SECTION 3

566—Cleanliness from calls of natare.

PP

(a) Istinja, This is an important item of cleanliness., One of
tbe chief causes for which a man will suffer punishment of
the grave is carelessness about cleanliness after excretion - of stool
and urine. Three pieces of stone, mud or paper or anything other
than dungs, boues or impure thiogs shouli be used for cleinsing
after passing stool and urine, This method of cleanliness is called
in Arabic *Istinja’. .

(b) Manners of easing. In passing urine or stool, the Holy
Ka'ba shall not be kept in front or back. It shall not be passed in
bath room, water, hard ground, paths and shades of men and under
fruitful trees—7¢ 57,59. None should pass urine in standing.
Tais is coatrary to th: instruction and practice of the H>ly Prophet
(7t65), At night time, a bed-pan should bz used, as places of urine
and stool are haunted by evil spirits at night—72 64, It is therefore

Ay,

565. Tkere is difference of opinion regarding this subject: Imam Abu Hanifa
tands on this tradition but the other Imams hold that Wuzu is ncccssnr'y only in case of
Llood il_owing vul of urine or stoul passazes and out of no vther place of the bedy,
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‘Umar (Allih be pleased with him) reported that the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said: The menstruating and sexually
impure one shall not read anything of the Holy
Qur’in. ' (Tirmidhi)
It is not permissible for an impure person to
enter the Mosque or touch the Holy Qur'an or offer
prayers unless he purifies himself. ‘Abdullah bin
Abd Bakr reported that the Messenger of Allzh ,
. (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
"None.except the pure one shall touch the Holy
Qur'zin. . (Malik)
‘A’isha (Allih be pleased with her) reported that
- the Messenger of Allih (peace and blessings of Allzh
be upon him) said : I do not make the mosque lawful
for a menstruating woman nor for one seminally
impure, (A4bit Dawiid)

It is Jawful to recite the Holy Qur’an without
performing ablution but it is not permissible either
to touch it or recite it in case of grave impurity.
“Ali (Allah be pleased with him) said : The Messen- ;1
ger of Allih (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) used to come out from the privy and then
recited the Qur'an to us and take meat with us

Nothing prevented or obstructed him from. reading
the Holy Qur’an except sexual impurity.

' (Ibn Majah)

It is improper to have sexual intercourse with a

wife in an impure state. In case it is not possible

for a man to take a bath, he should make ablution,

283

Aba Sa‘id al-Khudri (Allsh be pleased vi"ith him)
said : When one of you comes to his wife and then
wishes to repeat (sexual intercourse), he shall make
ablution between these two.  (Muslim)

Women are exempted from fasting and offering
prayers during the menstrual low. When this period
is over only the fasting must be completed., Eating,
drinking and mixing with the wives are allowed but
sexual intercourse is quite unlawful during the ocon-
tinuance of menstrual discharge. The Holy Qur’in
says :
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And they question you about menstruation,
Say : It is a little harm{ul ; thereforekeep aloof
from the women during the menstrual discharge,
and do not go near them until they become
clean ; and when they have purified themselves,

- go unto them as Allah has enjoined upon you,

j(z : 222)

Purification of Impurities : There are tfvo types

of impurities :

Grave impurity (Ghaliza Najasat) : Tt ;inoludes
urine and stool of human beings and forbidden

animals, ﬁowing blood, wine, semen ang exqretions,
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CHAPTER VI
SECTION 1

Cleanlmess & Ablution

543, C]eanlmess of body. Tslam laid a great emphasis on
cleanliness of body along with cleanliness of mind because the
former leads to the latter. It did not rest content by mere sermons
on cleanliness but estalishes positivs ruvles unlike many religions
in the world. It has made compulsory bath before prayer in case of
impurities, and wash of all expased bodily limbs before each prayer.
These rules, if followed at least five times a day, cannot allow any
impurities to stand on the body. So great is the ephmasis on clean-
liness that the Prophet said that no prayer is accepted without
purification of bodily impurities, and that cleanliness is half of faiith
and that it is the door to Paradise. There are other traditions in
this section to further corroborate this statement. The Quran also
stressed a great emphasis to keep the body clean. It says ¢ Therein
there are men who like to remain pure, Venly Allah loves the pure
ones—9 5 108Q. O one clothed | arise and warn, and Thy Lord do
magmfy, and uncleanliness do shun—=743 1-—=5). O you who
believe | When you rise up to prayer, wash your faces and your
hands—5¢ 6Q. The Prophet said : Gabricl did never come to me
but ordered me with teeth-cleansing—7 ¢ 237w. Why is this impor=
tance on cleanliness » The Quran itself explains the reason 3 Allah
does not intend to create difficulty for you in religious affairs, but
He intends to purify you—5 : 6Q. The object is said to be purifica-
tion of mind and soul. External purity leads to internal purity, and
external impurity leads to internal impurity. This is bscause mind
has got an inseparable connetion with body. Maind has got corres-
ponding vibration on the bodily limbs, and the limbs also on the
mind. Therefore cleanliness is a prelude to purification of soul
through prayer. This also goesa great way towards preserva-
tion of health. 1f the several items of cleanliness are observed
regularly, there will surely beno impurity of body, and conse-
quently no impurity of mind. Hence it has been said by the Prophet
that with the wash of each limb, the sins of that limb fall down.
Purity and impurity are like light and darkness. Darkness cannot
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NADJIB MUHAMMAD SURUR — NADJM ac-DIN

Brecht’s The Threepenny Opera  (1928)/Maltk  al-
shahhatin, setting it at the time of the British occupa-
tion of Egypt. Four diwdns of his poetry, al-Tradjidiyd
al-insaniyya, Luzam md yalzam, Britakalat hukama® Rish,
and Rubd‘iyyat have been published. His short caustic
articles about cultural life in Egypt have appeared as
Hakadha kal Diuha.
Bibliography: Sulayman Fayyad, lhufal muta-
wadi®.. fi dhikrd fannan kabir, in al-Adab, xxvii/l1
(November 1979) 75-7; Shams al-Din Misa, al-

Hanafis [see nagipH]. Living swine are not impure
according to the Malikis. The Shia add to the things
mentioned above the human corpse and the infidels.
The human corpse was one of the chief sources of
impurity according to Jewish ideas (cf. already Num.,
xix). A current in early Islam tending to follow the
Jewish customs in ceremonial law was very strong; the
Shi‘l view regarding the human corpse may be a
residuum of it. The impurity of infidels is based upon
sira [X, 28, where the polytheists are declared to be

SO CSET

Andgir al-fradiidiyya fi shiT Nadjzh Surir, 0 ibid.; 3%+
9; Muhammad al-Sayyid qd, al-Turath fi masrah
Nadjih Suritr al-shiri, Cairo 1989; KhayrT Shalabi,
al-Sha%ir Nadjih Surir: masrah al-azmina, Cairo 1989.
o (P.C. SapGRrROVE)
NADJIBABAD, a town in the western part of the
Rohilkhand region of modern Uttar Pradesh state in
India (lat. 29° 37’ N., long. 78° 19E.), the centre of
a fahsil of the same name in the Bijnor District. The

sown was founded by the Afghan commander and

wazir of the Mughal Emperors, Nadjib al-Dawla

“[g..], who in 1168/1755 built a fort, Patthagath, one

mile to the east. Sacked by the Marafhas [¢.0.] in
1186/1772, it passed two years later to the Nawwabs of
Awadh [g.0.] (Oudh). Nadjib al-Dawla’s great-
grandson Mahmid participated in the Great
Rebellion of 1857-8, and his palace was destroyed. In
1901 the population of the town was 40% Muslim.
According io the 1961 census, the total population was
34,310.

Bibliography: Imperial gazetteer of India®, xviii,
334-5; FL.R. Nevill, Bynor Dustrict gazeticer,
Allahabad 1908. Census of India, Paper no. 1 of 1962,
1961 Census final population totals, 239. (Ep.)
NADIJIS (a.), impure, the opposite of fahir [see

TAHARA]. According to the ShafiT doctrine, as
systematised by al-Nawawi (Minhddj, i, 36 ff.; cf.
Ghazali, al- Wadjiz, i, 6-7), the following are the things
impure in themselves (nadjdsat): wine and other
spirituous drinks, dogs, swine, mayta, blood and
excrements; and milk of animals whose flesh is not
eaten.

Regarding these groups, the following may be
remarked. On wine and other spirituous drinks cf.
the arts. kHAMR and NABIDH.—Dogs are not declared
impure in the Kur’an; on the contrary, in the descrip-
tion of the sleepers in sira XVIII [see AL-KanHF] the
dog is included (verses 17, 21). In Hadith, however,
the general attitude against dogs is very strong, as
may be seen in kaLB. Goldziher considered this
change due to an attitude of conscious contrast
(mukhdlafs) to the estimation of dogs in
Zoroastrianism. It must not, however, be forgotten
that the Jews also declared dogs to be impure animals,
just as were swine. The latter are already declared
forbidden food in the Kur’an (XVI, 116; VI, 146; V,
4; II, 168). Regarding the eating of meat which has
not been ritually slaughtered, see Mayta. Blood is
mentioned in the Kur’an (XVI, 116; VI, 146; V, 4;
II, 168) as prohibited food; for the religious
background of this prohibition see pam in Suppl. As
for excrements, and several kinds of secretions of
the body, the theory and practice of Jews and Chris-
tians sufficiently explain the attitude of Islam in this
respect. [t must also be admitted, though data are
very scarce, that in early Arabia religious impurity
included some of these things. Details are to be found
in the large legal works of each of the madhhabs (see
Bibl).

Of the differences of the schools regarding this sub-
ject, the most important only may be mentioned.
Spirituous drinks are not impure according to the

fitch—(nadas)—TheSurmt schools-do-not-foltovwthe
Shi‘a in the exegesis of this verse.

The nadidsat enumerated above cannot be purified,
in contradistinction to things which are defiled only
(mutanadidiis), with the exception of wine, which
becomes pure when made into vinegar, and of h:des,
which are purified by tanning. On purification, see
TAHARA, GHUSL, wuDp{’. B

Bibliography: al-Fatdwd al-‘Alamgiriya, i, Cal-
cutta 1828, 55-67; Marghinini, Kifaya, i, Bombay

1863, 15 ff., 41; Khalil b. Ishak, Mukhtasar, Paris

1318/1900, 3 ff., tr. 1. Guidi, i, Milan 1919, 9-12;

Ghazali, al-Wadjiz, Cairo 1317, 1, 6-7; Nawawi,

Minhid al-tdlibin, 1, Batavia 1882, 36 ff.; Ramli,

Nihiya, Cairo 1304, i, 166 tf.; Ibn Hadjar al-

Haytami, Tuhfa, Cairo 1282, i, 71 ff.; ‘Abd al-

Kadir b. “Umar al-Shaybani, Dalil al-falth, with

comm. by Mar‘ b. Yusuf, Cairo 1324-6, i, 11 ff.

(Hanbali); Abu 'I-Kasim al-Muhakkik, Shara¢ al-

Islam, Calcutta 1255, i, 92 ff.; A. Querry, Recueil de

lois concernant les musulmans schyites, Paris 1871,

492 ff.; Sha‘rani, Mizin, Cairo 1279, i, 123-8:

Th.W. Juynboll, Handleiding tot de kennis v.d. mohan-

medaansche wet, Leiden 1925, 56, 165-6; Goldziher

Die Zahiriten, 61 ff.; idem, Islamisme et Parsisme, in

RHR, xliii, 17 ff.; idem, Ld misdsa, in R.Afr

(1908), no. 268, 23 ff.; A.J. Wensinck, Die Eal-

stehung der muslimischen Reinheitsgesetzgebung, in Isl., v

(1914), 62 ff.; idem, Handbook of early Muh. tradition,

s.v. Dogs; K. Reinhart, Impurity/No danger, in

History of Religions, xxx/1 [1990].

B ~ (A.]. WensiNcKk)

NADJM aL-DIN KUBRA [see KUBRA].

NADJM ar-DIN RAZI DAYA, Abua Bakr ‘Abd
Allsh b. Muhammad b. Shahdwar Asadi (573-
654/1177-1256), SGfT of the Kubrawi order [see
KUBRA, NADJM AL-DIN] and author of several
important works in Persian and Arabic. He left his
native city of Rayy at the age of twenty-six and
travelled widely in Syria, Egypt, the Hidjaz, ‘Irak,
and Adharbdydjan. He ultimately turned eastwards,
passing through Nishapir before arriving in
Khwirazm where he became a murid of Nadjm al-Din
Kubri [g.0.], eponym of the Kubrawiyya. Kubra
assigned his training to a senior disciple, Madjd al-
Din Baghdadi (d. 607/1204), and it is to him that
Daya refers as ‘‘our shaykh’’. He is strangely silent
concerning Kubra himself, although he sometimes
cites the Persian quatrains that are attributed to him.

At a date that cannot be precisely determinet{l,
Daya—clearly a restless man, even by the peripatetic
standards of the age—Ileft Kh“arazm to resume his
wanderings in western Persia. Sensing the onset of the
Mongol storm, he abandoned his family in Rayy (by
his own admission), and after a return visit to the
Hidjaz travelled by way of Hamadan, Irbil and Diyar-
bakr to central Anatolia, arriving in Kayseri in
Ramadin 618/October 1221.

Saldjik-ruled Anatolia offered a haven to many
scholars and mystics, and among those Daya 1s
reputed to have encountered there were Sadr al-Din
Kiin(y)awi, Djalal al-Din Rimi and Awhad al-Din
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International Journal of Islamic and Arabic Studies 7(2): 73-100, 1990
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Digest of Middle East.s tudies
Mohammed M. Aman, Ph.D., Editor

Schunli Veeri.fy of Wisconsin-Milwaukee . .

ool of Library and Information Science Semantic Development of Expressions
of Purification (at-Taharah) as

Linguistic and Juristic Technical Terms

A quarterly review journal in Engl;
. nglish of all subject
relat'mg to Islafn.and the Middle East, with reviewérs fsrom
different religious, political, and subject backgrounds

Ahmad Muhammad Sulayman Abu Ra‘ad*

Winter 1992 Volume 1, Number 1

® Critical Perspecti ' |
o A ﬁer the G éj frves on Nag uib thouz This article is focused on the study of the expressions of at-Taharah,
1e Gulf War: What Next? on both the linguistic and juristic domains. The author selected the main
A Forum Under Six Flags expressions that pertain to the Islamic religious concepts of purification
® The Commanders b B and traced their linguistic derivations. Terms such as taharah, najasah
® Middle East Di y ob Woodward (impurity), widu’ (abulution), tayammum (dry abulution), and ghusl
e W , ary (CD'ROM) (complete abulution) are some of main expressions that the author

vomens Issues ' investigated.

® Six Views of Israel /Pal estine The term tahdrah is the most widely used expression in this study.
d There are 17 references to it in the Qur’an whereas the term najas
and more... appeared only once. On the linguistic domain the author tried to trace the
various shades of meanings of these concepts, both in the major Arab
Subscription rates: dictionaries and in Arabic poetry. He also tried to give evidence of the
One year $50.00 (four issues) ‘ different morphological derivations, such as verbal noun, active and

Two years $90.00 (eight issues) passive Qarticiples, noun of placg, noun of time, and s0 on. The rcli‘gious
Single issue $14.00 connotation of these various purification terms was studlled according to

‘ their usage and occurrence in the Qur’an, in HadTth literature and in
Contact; DOMES books of Islamic jurisprudence.
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steilung von der Beseoltheit und Heiligkeit der Pflanzen und hat im Mit-
tel}j)unkt seines religiosen Handelns eine heilige Mahlzeit, die ihre Wurzel
a,llém Anschein nach in den Essritualen der Elchasaiten hat. Aber der
kul[t;lsche Akt wird durch eine neue theologische Rechtfertigung unter-
mapert die im wesentlichen dem Dualismus der Bardaysaniten entliehen
ist. ‘Der Islam behélt vom arabischen Heidentum den Kult der Ka'ba und
den hajj. Aber auch diese werden durch eine neue theologische Unter-
: mai}erung gestiitzt, die, wie hier argumentiert wurde, dem Nazoridertum
enthommen ist: Die Ka'ba ist nicht mehr ein Tempel der vielen altara-
bischen Gotter und Gottinnen, sondern ein in der Urzeit von Abraham
gestlftetes Heiligtum des einen Gottes, desjenigen, der vormals zu den Pro-
pheten der Israeliten und zu Jesus gesprochen hat. Die heidnischen Wall-
fahrtszeremonien werden damit in die judenchristliche Heilsgeschichte
eingeordnet.
.ljDas Fazit dieser Ausfiihrungen ist, dass sie das Judenchristentum
ins | Zentrum der Religionsgeschichte des Nahen Ostens ricken. Eine
. Stromung des Frithchristentums, die aber schon vor langer Zeit innerhalb
des Christentums untergegangen ist, setzt sich damit fort in einigen ihrer
Wesenthchen Momente in einer der grofen Weltreligionen der Gegen-
. want, 26

%) Eine &hnliche Schlussfolgerung auch bei H. J. Soro®PSs, Theologic und
Geschichte des Judenchristentums (Ttibingen, 1949), 342. Des Weiteren, auch zu
Kritik anderer Aspekte von ScHEOPS’ Argumentation, vgl. BSOAS 65 (2002),
25-26. )

First Blood
Purity, Edibility, and the Independence
of Islamic Jurisprudence

Ze’ev Maghen (Bar-Ilan University)

Imitation and Assimilation

It has long been the accepted wisdom amongst Western scholars of
Islam that many of the principles of figh (jurisprudence) and provisions
of shari‘a (positive law) were derived from the legal systems of societies
and religions encountered by the Muslim community during the early
centuries of its expansion. The unrivaled docent of late nineteenth cen-
tury orientalism, Ignaz GOLDZIEER, found it

obvious that a quite uncultured people coming from aland in & primitive stage
of development into countries with ancient civilizations ... would adopt from
their new surroundings as much of the customary law of the conquered lands

as could be fitted in with the condlblons created by the conquest.

GoLDZIHER saw as “proven” the “thoroughgoing adoption of Roman
law by the jurists of Islam,” and credited Roman, Byzantine and Persian
influence with the creation of figh methodology, calling the latter “as
little a product of the Arab spirit as are grammar (nahw) and dogmatic
dialectics (kalam).”! In the estimation of Joseph SCHACHT, commonly ac-
knowledged as the father of Islamic legal studies in Western academia,
“the widespread adoption of legal and administrative institutions of the
conquered territories” is undeniable, and

1) Ignaz GOLDZIHER, “The Principles of Law in Islam,” in H. S. WiLriams,
ed., The Historian’s History of the World (New York: Hooper and Jackson, 1908),
298; the same author in entry “Fikh” in Encyclopedia of Islam, first edition; and
again in Muslim Studies (trans. C. R. BARBER and 8. M. STerN. Chicago: Aldine
Publishing, 1971), vol. 2, 79-80. For a cogent argument on behalf of such influence
in a particular case of inheritance law, see David Powers, Sudies in Qur’en and
Hadith (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986), 76-78.

Der Iglam Bd: 81, 8. 40-95
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[THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM ( New Edition), Vol. X, Fasc. 163-164, 1998 LEIDEN,

TAHANNUTH — TAHART 99

BSOAS, h [1988], 214-39). He has suggested that
tahannuth refers to the condition which, in fikh, one
assumes by making a binding vow——one becomes
“liable” (hanith) to fulfil the vow. (Hanith also means
“breaking a vow” and hingh means “perjury”.) In the
traditions about the Prophet, the word would reflect
the idea that he had made a vow to enter a period
of retreat ((‘tkaf [q.v.]), a practice of early Muslim

ual activity or menstruation. Despite the claims of
certain apologists, the issue here is not cleanliness in
the hygienic sense but in the formal and ritual sense.

Madhhab differences are too various to be detailed
here. In general, however, Imami and Zaydi purity
rules are more rigorous and they are more likely to
see the nadjas thing or diunub person as contiguously
impure. The Shi‘is likewise refuse to accept hiabis

times which was becoming less widespread as a result
of juristic disapproval of asceticism. It was because
the practice was in decline that the word was such
a puzzle for later generations.

H. Hirschfeld (New researches into the composition and
exegesis of the Qoran, London 1902, 19, n. 94), saw
tahannuth, not as a genuine Arabic noun form, but as
an arabisation of Hebrew t%hmndth “prayers or voluntary
devotions apart from the official liturgy”. His suggestion
was rejected by 8.D. Goitein (Siudies in Islamic history
and institutions, Leiden 1966, 93, n. 2) on the grounds
that that plural form is known in Hebrew with that
technical sense only at a significantly later time (Goitein
did not adduce his evidence). It may be noted,
however, that the hithpael form of the Hebrew verb
hanan with the meaning “to seek favour” (frequenty,
but not exclusively, from God), and the noun form
t’hinng with the meaning “supplication” or “cry for
favour” is relatively well attested in the Hebrew Bible
and at Qumran (G.J. Botterwick and H. Ringgren
(eds.), Theological dictionary of the Old Testament, Eng. tr.,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 1986, v, 22 ff.).

Bibliography: Given in the article.

_ (G.R. Hawrmvg)
TAHARA (a.), a masdar signifying cleanliness or
freedom from disgusting matter. Some dictio-
naries suggest as a fundamental meaning the notion
of cleanliness (e.g. Abu °1-Baka’, al-Kullipvat, i, 154)
but the existence of the word in Syriac and Hebrew
with a ritual meaning suggests that from its first usage
in the Kur’an it is a technical term (perhaps for the
cleansing of menstrual blood flow; L4, 1v, 505, s.v.
t-k-r, quoting Ibn “‘Abbas). The root may perhaps have
to do with distinction, setting aside through cleansing
{(e.g. Kur’an, III, 42).

Tahara is the rubric under which ritual order and
purity are discussed in manuals of fikh. The word
itself seems to have two aspects: material and formal.
The material one would encompass foods and other
substances to be avoided or removed—e.g. pork, faeces,
blood, carcasses—and the means of their removal-—
the number of washings, the characteristics of the water
used in washing, and the like.

In general, substances cognected with death, most—
but not all—substances from within the body—blood,
urine, semen, etc.—items associated with carrion or
inedible animals—dogs, or pigs, for instances—must
be avoided, and if they cannot be avoided, they must
be removed in an appropriate manner [see NADJAS].
To reinstate fahdra, the test of whether something has
been successfully removed is its imperceptibility in
taste, smell or colour.

Formal aspects of fahara concern the fitness of
persons to carry out ritual practices and duties. Men-
struation (hayd) and childbirth (nifds), sexual excite-
ment and consummation, defecation and urination, and
various sorts of loss of control—sleep while reclining,
according to some, quarrelling, violent laughter, etc.—
require appropriate ritual cleansings—ablution (wudir’
[g.v]) for “minor or transient events” (hadath [g.v.])—
urination, defecation, breaking wind—the more total
lustration (ghus! [g.0.]) for events that preclude one
from religious community (dlandba [¢.2.]), such as sex-

as butchers and tood prowiders.

Bibliography: C.H. Becker, Jur Geschichte des
wslamischen Kultus, in Isl., ii (1912), 374-99; G.-H.
Bousquet, La pureté rituelle en Islam (Ftude de figh et
de sociologie religieuse), in RHR, cxxxviii (1950),
53-71; M. Cook, Early Islamic dictary law, in FSAL
vii (1987), 217-77; Carol Delaney, Mortal flow.
Menstruation in Turkish village society, in Blood magic,
ed. T. Buckley and Alma Gottlieb, Berkeley 1988,
75-93; LK.A. Howard, Some aspects of the pagan Arab
background to Islamic ritual, in Bull. British Assoc. Orient-
alists, N.S. x (1978), 41-8; Julie Marcus, Islam, women
and pollution in Turkey, in Fnal. Anthropological Assoc.
of Oxford, xv/3 (1984), 204-18; E. Mittwoch, Zur
Enstehungsgeschichte des islamischen Gebets und Kultus, in
APAW, Berlin (1913); A K. Reinhart, Impurity no danger,
in History of Religions, xxx/1 (1990), 1-24 and sources
cited there; R. Rubinacci, La puritd rituale secondo gli
Ibaditi, in AIUON, N.S. vi (1954-6), 1-41; AJ. Wen-
sinck, Der Herkunfi der geseizlichen Bestimmungen die
Reimigung  [istindia@’] oder [istitaba] betreffend, in Isl., i
(1910), 101-2; idem, Die Entsichung der muslimischen
Retnheitsgezetzgebung, in Isl, v (1914), 62-80; Abu
1-Baka’ Ayyab b. Musa al-Husayni al-Kaffawi
(d. 1094/1683), al-Kulliypat, mu‘diam fi ‘l-mustalahat
wa lfurik al-lughawiyye, ed. ‘Adnan Darwish and
Muhammad al-Misri, Damascus 1974; Ghazali, Mar-
riage and sexuality in Islam: a translation of al-Ghazali’s
book on the etiquette of marriage from the Ihya®, Salt Lake
City 1984; idem, The mysteries of purity, Lahore 1966.
See also the first section of any fikh book, e.g. ‘Abd
al-Rahman [Muhammad] al-Djaziri, al-Fikh ‘ald -
madhahib al-arba‘a, Beirut n.d.; Muhammad Djawir
Maghniyya, al-Fikh ‘ala “l-madhakib al-khamsa. 2 vols.
Beirut n.d. (AK. REINHART)
TAHART (or Tinart, TAHErT) known as al-

Haditha (the New), as opposed to al-Kadima (the
Old), situated 9 km/5 miles to the north-east, becom-
ing Tagdemt in Berber, the ancient Tingartia, a town
of Algeria, founded by the Rustamids [¢.2.]—accord-
ing to a custom frequent in the mediaeval Muslim
world—and capital of their kingdom. In Berber, Tahart
is said to signify “lioness” or “tambourine” (daff), tak-
ing the word in its first signification a reference to
its location: a wooded plateau formerly inhabited by
wild beasts which had, mysteriously, abandoned the
place, a miracle borrowed from the foundation of
Kairouan or Kayrawan [¢.2.].

The beginnings of Tahart were modest. The anec-
dote which tells of the founding Imam busily engaged
in building his house with the aid of a slave, even
if false~—which is not necessarily the case—reveals
the initial puritanism and principled egalitarianism of
the Ibadis [see BADIYYA]. In their choice of site, the
Rustamids were guided by several considerations:
the region was populated by tribes—TLamaya, Lawita,
Hawwara, MaghTla, Zuwigha, Matmata and Miknasa
Zanata—committed to Ibadism; the site benefited by
the proximity of an existing ancient urban centre,
with fortifications which often provided refuge dur-
ing the disorders which affected New Tahart; water
was abundant there, channelled towards homes and
orchards, and the soil fertile; finally, and perhaps
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Rimisches Recht und Europa. Die Geschichte einer Rechiskultur. (trans.
Klaus Luig). Frankfurt am Main: Fischer.

g@)a&t—né—sy@imt. A PahZaui Text on Religious C'ustoms..Ham.bm:g.
Die Mittelpersische Sprache und Literatur der Jarathustrier- Leipzig:
VEB Otto Harrassowitz.

A talmudi irodalom irdni kilcsonszavainak hangtana. Budapest.
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RITUAL REWARDS:
A CONSIDERATION OF THREE RECENT
APPROACHES TO SUNNI PURITY LAW

RICHARD GAUVAIN

Abstract

In an effort to raise interest in the subject of Islam’s ritual legal material,
I discuss here the strengths and weaknesses of three recent studies of
Sunni Islamic purity law (faharak). In light of these studies, I investigate
the degree to which theories and models drawn from the fields of
anthropology and comparative religion may be said to shed light on Islamic
ritual law and practice. As—to varying degrees—each of my selected
authors contests the theories of cultural anthropologist Mary Douglas,
special attention is paid to her work. My own opinion is that, as long as
we proceed cautiously, an awareness of anthropological approaches and
cross-cultural data, such as that proposed by Douglas, can be helpful in.
understanding (the uniqueness of) Islamic ritual law; and that there are
wide-ranging benefits for students of Islam, anthropology and comparative
religion in doing just this.

“There seems to be no intrinsic reason why the history of religions

and the sociology and anthropology of religions should not be treated
as a single investigatory exercise”
(Ninian Smart)

“There is no doubt that an understanding of the rules of purity is a

sound entry to compdrative religion”
{Mary Douglas)

In a thought-provoking study of the celebrations surrounding the
Prophet’s birthday (mevlid [Ar: mawlid]) in a Turkish village setting,
Richard and Nancy Tapper criticise W. Graham for presenting an
over-generalised and misleading description of Islam’s ritual prac-
tices." Graham’s aim had been to describe the distinctively “Islamic”

Correspondence: Richard Gauvain, Flat 1, 39, Sh.Dory, min el-Corniche, Agouza,
Cairo. E-mail: richard_gauvain@yahoo.co.uk

* In helping me to complete this article, my sincere thanks go to David

S. Powers for his painstaking editing, the Executive Editors of JLS and two

© Koninklijke Brill NV, Leiden, 2005 Islamic Law and Society 19, 3

Also available online — www.brill.nl
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Edit. Jane Dammen McAuliffe, Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an,
vol: IV, Leiden 2004, pp. £/ 958 -508.

IRCICA 46754

RITUAL PURITY

traditions and literacy. Women’s use of the holy
scriptures in Morocco, in Bs4 g-10 (1994), 225-30;
T. Canaan, Modern Palestinian beliefs and
practices relating to God, in Journal of the Palestine
Oriental Society 14 (1934), 59-92; E. Chaumont,
Wud@’, in £7% xi, 218-g; FM. Denny, Exegesis

498

Tabba‘ al-Misri, Futh al-Karim al-Mannan fi adab
hamalat al-Qur’an, Cairo 2000 (also on
http://www.alwaraq.com/index2.htm?i=
10g4&page=1), 5; A.J. Wensinck, Nafila, in

EI*, vii, 978-9; id., Tahadjdjud, in 7%, x, 97;

E. Westermarck, Pagan survivals in Mohammedan

and recitation. Their development as classical
forms of qur’anic piety, in EE. Reynolds and
Th.M. Ludwig (eds.), Transttions and transformations
n the history of religions. Essays in honor of Joseph M.
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Ritual Purity

Jesepls £ . LoWre
A state of heightened cleanliness, symbolic
or actual, associated with persons, activities
and objects in the context of ritual worship
(q.v.; see also CLEANLINESS AND ABLUTION;
coNTAMINATION). The Qur'an imposes a
specific, two-tiered requirement of ritual
cleansing before prayer (q.v.) and this is its
most direct and detailed — and perhaps its
only — regulation of ritual purity in the
narrow sensc. More general notions of
purity and impurity extend, however, to a
fairly wide array of persons, objects and
activities in contexts that are mostly not,
strictly speaking, connected with discrete
rituals, These range from qualities of sub-
stantive impurity affecting persons and
foods {see FOOD AND DRINK), to the idea of
purity as an ethical concept (see ETHIGS
AND THE QUR’AN), to the use of a concept
of purity simply to denote what is good or
desirable.

Terminology
Words derived from the root ¢4 (compare
Heb. harot) denote the requisite state of
ritual purity for prayer as well as one of the
processes by which that state is achieved.
Major impurity in the context of prayer is
denoted exclusively by the term junub.
'There is no qur'anic term for minor im-
purity but such impurity (or perhaps more
accurately, the transient lack of requisite
purity) must be remedied prior to praying
by a combination of wiping (m-s-#) and
washing (gh-s-I) of the body’s extremities.
Major impurity is removed by purification
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following Ibn Khallikan, that there is a
third section called a/- Waydsyyat, but this is
an errar obviously caused by the similar-
ity of the two names and the fact that
the Ngjdiypat deal with love and passiomn,
Among his more famous poems is a lament
on the Crusaders’ conquest of Jerusalem
in 492/1099.

BiBLIOGRAPHY
Diwan, Beirut 1817/1899 (wrongly includes
poems by al-Ghazzi); Diwin, ed. Umar al-
As‘ad, 2 vols., Damascus 1974-5, 1987%
Yaqat, Mujam al-udaba’, ed. D. S. Mar-
goliouth (Cairo and London 1921-31),
6:341-58; Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-a'pan,
ed. Ihsan “Abbas (Beirut 1979), 4:444-9; al-
QIfF, al-Mubammadiin (Hyderabad 1966~7),
1:36-40; al-Safadt, al-Wafi, 2:91-93: GAT.
1:253; GALS 1:447-8; Shawqt Dayf, A al-
diwal wa-l-imarat. al-Fazira al-Arabyya, al-Trig,
Trin (Cairo 1980), 600-3; Muhammad b. ‘Abd
al-Rahman al-Rabr, Najdiyyar al-Abnwards,
Riyadh 1983; Hamad al-Jasir, Makhtata
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Ablution .

Ablution refers to the procedures of
ritual washing undertaken to counteract a
state of impurity and to reinstate purity.

1. Srruariowns REQUIRING

ABLUTION

In the Islamic system of ritual purity
(tahara) Muslims can become ceremonially
“polluted” or “precluded” in two prmary
ways: (1) by coming into and remaining in
contact with a set of substances or organ-
Isms possessing a status known (by relatively
late authorities) as ngjasa lusstyya/haguigiyya
or “tangible impurity,” for example: urine,

_ Abotes

| 2608 -dess
. e
= [.aha-f‘b"‘
ABILUTION
-

feces, blood, semen, pigs, dogs, carrion,
wine, pre-gjaculatory fluid, a “marred egg”
(ie., containing a blood-spot); and (2) by
exXperiencing certain occurrences or com-
mitting certain acts, including (a) those
des-ignated as “minor evens” (al-ahdaik al-
sugha, sg., hadaih) such as urination, defeca-
ton, bleeding, regurgitation, ejaculation of
“pre-cjaculatory fluid” (madky) or “prostatic
fluid” (wadhy/wady), flatulence, laughing,
sleeping, fainting, touching the genitals,
touching women, ingesting camel flesh; and
(b) those designated as “major events” (al-
ahdath al-fubré), consisting of menstruation,
sexual intercourse, ejaculation of actual
semen (mani), and discharge of lochia dur-
Ing puerperium (nifZs). In contradistinction
to the “tangibly” contaminating substances
enumerated above in clause (1), these latter
acls or occurrences, listed in clause (2), are
classified together (again, only by com-
paratively late authorities) under the rubric

- of najasa ma nawiyya/ hufmiyya, meaning

something like “abstract impurity.” They
are also known as nawigig (sing. ndyid) al-
wudii” or nawagigd al-ghusl, minor or major
violators of ritual fitness, Many of these
items are subject to Juristic disputes. Some,
like the polluting capacity of laughter and
of consuming camel meat, have been es-
sentially overturned,

In all cases of ritual “pollution,” whether
due to “tangible” or “abstract” Impurity,
2 situation has arisen for the Muslimg
believer that precludes prayer and certain
other obligatory or meritorious activities,
(However, unlike the case in most, if not
all, other purity systems the wordd over, this
“contaminated” individual cannot transmi
his impurity onward to other persons,
places, or things.) If a Muslim — or his
clothing or place of prayer (musalld) — en-
counters impure matter (ngjdsa fiissiypa), that
matter and its residue should be neutralized

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM THREE, FASC. I1., 2007 LEIDEN.
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* Even as minorities
followers of the Islamic faith total a staggering 350 million
* Even as minorities
they are scattered in 49 countries across the globe
What kind of life do they live? What are their socia), political and economic problems?

How do they perceive their strengths and weaknesses? What, ahove all, is their future
in Istam?
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Taharah,
According to Five Schools of Islamic Law

by “‘Allamah Muhammad Jawdd Maghniyyah

Translated from the Arabic by Mujihid Husayn

he Muslims have paid great attention to tehdrah (ritual purity)

and have written lengthy treatises about it. They make their

children get accustomed to it and teach it in their places of
worship and instruction. The leaders of all the schools of figh have
considered it a basic condition for the validity of ‘ibadah (worship), and
I am not exaggerating when I say no other religion has given importance
to tahdrah to the extent of Islam.

Tahdrah literally means purity, and in the terminology of the legists
it implies the removal of hadath or khabath. The latter pertains to such
physical impurities as blood and excrements. Hadath is a ritual condi- ..
tion which occurs to a person consequent to his performing an act that
prohibits him from performing saldt and necessitates the performance
of wudit’ or ghusl or tayammum. The tahdrah from hadath is not
achieved unless accompanied by the intention (niyyah) to seek nearness
to God (tagarrub) and obey His command regarding it. As to the
taharah of the hands, clothes and utensils from najasah (impurity), it
requires no niyyah; rather, if the wind carries a defiled (ngjis) piece of
clothing and it falls into a ‘large quantity’ of water (al-md’ al-kathir,
details follow), it attains tahdrah automatically.

Water brings about tahdrah from both hadath and khabath. This
accords with these statements of God Almighty:
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An(t‘lg -1;119) sends down upon you water from heaven to purify you thereby
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And We sent down from heaven pure water,(25:48)
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