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Heaven and Hell will cease and will be con-
verted into a state of eternal consummation.
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Husayn AL-NAJJaR, see al-Najjar

HUSAYN, Taha (1889-1973)

Taha Husayn is best known for his contribu-
tion to Arabic literature, but he was a sig-
nificant philosophical thinker also. Born in
upper Egypt in 1889, from the age of two he
went blind. He memorized the Qur’an and
went to Cairo in 1902 to study at al-Azhar.
He was thoroughly dissatisfied with the
institution, and left it later for the new Uni-
versity of Cairo, al-Azhar in the meantime
failing him in his final examinations. In his
research at the University of Cairo he used
Western interpretive techniques to under-
stand Islamic thought, something that was
to characterize his work throughout much of
his career. '

In 1918 Husayn was awarded his doctor-
ate at the Sorbonne in Paris, having been sent
there to study on a government scholarship.
He returned to Cairo to teach but the pub-
lication of his book on poetry, Fi al-shi‘r al-
jahili (On the Poetry of the Jahaliyya), which

came out in 1926, caused a huge controversy.
He argues that much of the early poetry
had been forged by later poets for religious
motives, and that the type of Arabic uscd
was not right for the location of the poets
themselves. He narrowly avoided a convic-
tion for apostasy, and this blighted his career
as far as official service was concerned. He
rose quickly through the academic system,
though, eventually returning to the govern-
ment as a minister of education in the early
1950s where he did a great deal to expand
and make more accessible both schools and
universities. In the last two decades of his life
poor health restricted his activities, but he
was widely acknowledged as a major figure
in Arabic literature, both as a critic and as a
writer himself.

In his controversial book on poetry,
Taha Husayn had for the first time chal-
lenged the authenticity of pre-Islamic poetry
on theoretical and literary grounds. In his
Mustagbal al-thaqafa f; misr (Future of Cul-
ture in Egypt) of 1938, he questions Egypt’s
Arab identity, linking it culturally with
Greece and the Mediterranean rather than
with much of the rest of the Arab world. He
sees the Islamic world, in general, as even
more distant from Egypt culturally. So when
Islamic philosophy took off, inspired by
Greek thought, it was merely continuing a
long tradition of contacts that had existed in
the past, and it made Egypt a firm member
of the Greek cultural world. For him, the
moral is that Egypt should side with Europe
and modernity and abandon what Husayn
saw as Eastern despotism and ignorance.
Religion is not relevant to the issue since
it applies to the emotional side of human
beings, while reason is what links Egypt
with Europe. The European idea of the sepa-
ration of religion and state allows everyone
to perform their religious duties in their own
way. But when one engages in matters that
are rational, one needs to embrace the cul-

‘tural world established by Greece.

154~ 157

‘The Biographical Encyclopedia of Islamic Philosophy, edit. Oliver
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1486 ELBARBARY, Samir. Taha Hussein's The stream of
S days: a lone figure's kunstlerroman, Journal of South
o x/\\ Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, 30 iv (2007)
(\:\!\79 Dp. 60—7§ [Autobiography. This paper focuses on vol.
2 (of 3).
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BUDAPEST STUDIES IN ARABIC‘ 19-20 \
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—— Part One —

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

KINGA DEVENYI

BUDAPEST, 1-7 JULY 1997
TAMAS IVANYI ’

EDITED BY

K. DEVENYI - T. IVANYI

*

PUBLISHED WITH THE HELP OF e !
THE HUNGARIAN SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH FUND :
(OTKA T 023596)

EOTVOS LORAND UNIVERSITY CHAIR FOR ARABIC STUDIES
&
CSOMA DE KOROS SOCIETY SECTION OF ISLAMIC STUDIES
BUDAPEST, 1998
Copyright Ed. Csoma de Kérés Soc. 1998 . \ /
MUZEUM BLD. 4/B BUDAPEST, 1088 HUNGARY
130 HUSANG A°LAM

GREAT ARAB MODERNIST THINKERS OF THE 20TH CENTURY.

Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a, ‘Uyin al-anbi’ = Ibn Abi Usaybia b. Halifa as-Sa’di - THE CASE OF TAHA HUSAYN

al-Hazragi, Kitab ‘uyun al-anba’ fi tabagat al-atibba’. Ed. by A. Miiller. Cairo.
1882. ‘ :
Ibn Gulgul, Tafsir = Aba Dawiid Sulaymin b. Hassin Ibn Gulgul al-Andalusi,
Tafsir asma’ al-adwiya al-mufrada. MS. Madrid Bibl. Nat. 233.
an-Natili, Kitab Diasqitridiis = al-Husayn b. Ibrahim b. al-Hasan Hursid at-Taba-
r1 an-Natili, Kitab Diasqaridis fi bayilat at-tibb. MS. OR. 289, Leiden Univers-
ity Library, fol. 2. i

Hassan ]amsheer
University of Lodz

.. The struggle between the then-called modernists (mugaddidsn) and traditionalists
: (qudama or salaftyyin) could be traced back to late 19th and early 20th century. It
~ was the time, when the revivalist thinkers (nabdawiyysin) reached the end of their
 lives, leaving their messages to be continued by the next generation. So, ‘Abdarrah-
| man al-Kawakibi parted in 1903 after publishing in Cairo his Umm al-Qura, while
Muhammad “Abdu lectured at al-Azhar until his death in 1905. Earlier, Gamal ad—-
- Din al-Afgani ends his life in his “golden cage” in Istanbul as the guest-captive of
- the despotic Ottoman Sultan.
. Perhaps the publication of the work of Qasim Amin Tabrir al-mar’a (Emancipa-
tion of the woman) in 1899, followed later by a/-Mar’a al—gad ida (The new woman),
- could be regarded as the dawn of new 20th century enlightened orientation. Then we
| have a series of ideas and demands for social and cultural reforms, propagated by suc-
. cessive thinkers (to mention Muhammad Radid Rida, Lutfi as-Sayyid, ‘Ali “Abdar-
 raziq). It was demanded to cancel religious courts (27i%4), which meant the introduc-
| tion of civil laws based upon modern legislative foundations; or the innovation of
- modern secular (both state and private) education: schools and universities were
~ hitherto subject to the nearly sole domination of religious education supervised by
the religious institution; or above all the application of parliamentary and party
i political life to replace the absolute power of kings and rulers.
;.. Among the other major themes of thought to be singled out were: the compat-
ibility of civilization with Islam, education as the path towards modernism, the rela-
tionship between modern statehood and the caliphate, the idea of an Egyptian umma
instead or alongside the Arab or Islamic #mma, Arab and Islamic identity. A quite
comprehenswe reflection of all that is found in the life and ideas of Taha Husayn.
Taha Husayn was born in 1889 in a small locality Kilo, so called because of being
i one kilometre far from Magaga, an administrative centre in the department of
_al-Miny3 in central Sa°id. His father Husayn °Ali was an official at the local sugar
 plant. As the seventh among thirteen children, Taha learned above all how to fight
and defend himself. This consideration explains to some of his biographers the
polemlc nature of the writing of this Egyptxan thinker — among others in the press
. (Saraf 1977: 17-18). At the age of six he was unfortunate to lose his sight as a
consequence of trachoma — badly treated by the barber (Husayn, al-Ayyim 1, 20;
1-3; 145-6). After this accident he joined the circle of the local faqih, who headed a
Quramc school, leading the boy to know the Quran at the age of nine and receive
the title of sayb.

B. Secondary sources

Sezgin, Fuat. 1970. Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Leiden.
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Proceedings of the
Arabic and Islamic Sections
of the 35th International Congress
of Asian and North African Studies
(ICANAS)

—— Part One—

BUDAPEST, 1-7 JULY 1997

EDITED BY
K. DEVENYI - T. IVANYI

T hurkiye Btyame Ui

Islam Arastirmalay Meikaz) /2{:\’“
Kiitilphanesi 7 vs/\{/

Dem. No: { ?-O)O Fz é';

Tas. No:

EOTVOS LORAND UNIVERSH’};: CHAIR FOR ARABIC STUDIES
CSOMA DE KGROS SOCIETY SECTION OF ISLAMIC STUDIES

GREAT ARAB MODERNIST THINKERS OF THE 20TH CENTURY.
THE CASE OF TAHA HUSAYN

Hassan Jamsheer
University of Lodz

The struggle between the then—called modernists (mugaddidiin) and traditionalists
(gudama’ or salafiyyin) could be traced back to late 19th and early 20th century. It
was the time, when the revivalist thinkers (nabdawiyyin) reached the end of their
lives, leaving their messages to be continued by the next generation. So, *Abdarrah-
man al-Kawakib1 parted in 1903 after publishing in Cairo his Umm a/~Qura, while
Mriihammad ‘Abdu lectured at al-Azhar until his death in 1905. Earlier, Gamal ad-
Din al-Afgani ends his life in his “golden cage” in Istanbul as the guest—captxve of
the despotic Ottoman Sultan.

Perhaps the publication of the work of Qasim Amin Tabrir al-mar's (Emancipa-
tion of the woman) in 1899, followed later by a/~Mar's al-gadida (The new woman),
could be regarded as the dawn of new 20th century enlightened orientation. Then we
have a series of ideas and demands for social and cultural reforms, propagated by suc-
cessive thinkers (to mention Muhammad Rasid Rida, Lutfi as-Sayyid, “Ali “Abdar-
raziq). It was demanded to cancel religious courts ($27i°4), which meant the introduc-
tion of civil laws based upon modern legislative foundations; or the innovation of
modern secular (both state and private) education: schools and universities were
hitherto subject to the nearly sole domination of religious education supervised by
the religious institution; or above all the application of parliamentary and party
political life to replace the absolute power of kings and rulers. -

Among the other major themes of thought to be singled out were: the compat-
ibility of civilization with Islam, education as the path towards modernism, the rela-
tionship between modern statehood and the caliphate, the idea of an Egyptian umma
instead or alongside the Arab or Islamic wmma, Arab and Islamic identity. A quite
comprehensive reflection of all that is found in the life and ideas of Tz2ha Husayn.

Taha Husayn was born in 1889 in a small locality Kilo, so called because of being
one kilometre far from Magaga, an administrative centre in the department of
al-Minya in central Sa°id. His father Husayn °Ali was an official at the local sugar
plant. As the seventh among thirteen children, Taha learned above all how to fight
and defend himself. This consideration explains to some of his biographers the
polemic nature of the writing of this Egyptian thinker — among others in the press
(Saraf 1977: 17-18). At the age of six he was unfortunate to lose his sight as 2

‘-consequence of trachoma — badly treated by the barber (Husayn, al-Ayyam I, 20;

1-3; 145-6). After this accident he joined the circle of the local fagih, who headed a
Quranic school, leading the boy to know the Quran at the age of nine and receive
the title of sayb.

131-135
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i 1l. HISTOIRE !

LoucA Anouar,
Lautre Egypte de Bonaparte a Taha Hussein.

Le Caire, Institut francais d'archéologie
orientale (Cahier des Annales Islamologiques
26), 2006, X-223 p.

ISBN: 978-2724704169

Anouar Louca, né en 1927 dans une famille
copte d’un bourg de Haute-Egypte, venu enseigner
en France et vivre en Suisse, lit I'histoire des relations
entre la France et 'Egypte avec les yeux du littéraire
et de I'historien, mais aussi avec la ferveur de celui qui
fut lui-méme homme de ces deux cultures. Il consa-
cra sa thése parue en 1957 aux Voyageurs et écrivains
égyptiens en France, il fut 'un des traducteurs de Taha
Husayn et fit connaitre au public francais la relation
de voyage de Tahtawi (Lor de Paris chez Sindbad).

Lautre Egypte de Bonaparte a Taha Hussein est
un recueil publié aprés sa mort survenue en 2003,
dont les quinze contributions, certaines restées ine-
dites, retracent avec acuité, érudition et ferveur les
trajectoires inattendues de ces intellectuels, coptes et
musulmans d’Egypte, ou francais frottés aux langues
orientales, qui furent des passeurs entre I'Egypte et
la France modernes.

Louvrage souvre sur l'expédition de Bonaparte,
événement fondateur dont l'échec militaire devait

" &tre rapidement compensé par les conséquences
culturelles. N'est-ce pas I'ingénieur Jomard qui
souffla a Méhémet Ali le projet denvoyer des jeunes
gens se former a Paris et de les faire accompagner
par un cheikh d'al-Azhar, Tahtawi? (chap.1. «De la
Description au dialogue. 1798-1834 » - chap.ix. «La
médiation de Tahtawi. 1801-1873 »).

D’autres contributions traitent de personnages
bien moins connus, mais également placés dans le
sillage de l'expédition; ainsi le copte Ya'qab qui fut
au service de Desaix (chap. 1t « Yacoub et les Lumie-
res. 1745-1801 »); ou les réfugiés égyptiens qui ont
suivi en France la retraite de 'armée de Bonaparte et
ont formé les Chasseurs d’Orient et I'Escadron des
Mamelouks, ces deux corps créés en 1802 (chap. .
« Exotisme meurtrier. 1798-1801» - chap.v. «Les
Mamelouks de Napoléon. 1802-1815»); ou encore
ce prétre copte qui initia Champollion a la langue de
sa communauté {chap. vil. « Champollion entre Bar-
tholdi et Chiftigi. 1790-1832 » - chap. viiL. Déchiffrer
Champollion »). Le parcours dAnouar Louca le rend
complice et solidaire de I'histoire de ces éclaireurs dis-
crets venus vers une «autre Egypte », ouy retournant.
On le sent ainsi préférer au Champollion statufié par
Bartholdi dans la cour du Collége de France le jeune
homme venant prendre ses lecons auprés des coptes
installés a Paris.

!

Dans ces lendemains intelfectueels de lexpédition,
Marseille a tenu un réle particulier. La grande exposi-
tion sur I'Orient des Provengaux avait donné a Anouar
Louca l'occasion de I'évoquer (chap.1v. « Marseille
n‘était pas qu'une escale » - chap. vi « Clandestins du
romantisme. 1801-1851 »).

Retour en Egypte avec l'étude, inédite et pour-
tant centrale, des interlocuteurs égyptiens des saints-
simoniens (titre du chap.x), en particulier Mazhar,
Bahgat et Bayyi':lm? qui avaient participé a la mission
scolaire de 1826. Ici, comme en bien d’autres pages,
la capacité d’Anouar Louca a suivre et & renouer les
fils communs de deux mémoires différentes suscite
un vif plaisir de lecture.

On reste dans cette Egypte que Méhémet Al
ouvrit a la modernité avec l'évocation de John Ni-
net, ce négociant du Havre chargé de développer la
culture et le commerce du coton (chap. xi. «Un fellah
suisse: John Ninet. 1815-1895).

La grande figure militante et mystique de Taha
Husayn (chap.xil. «Un enfant aveugle devient le
guide d’une nation. 1889-1973» — chap.xiii. «Lin-
classable Taha Hussein ») est traitée avec l'empathie
de celui qui le reconnait comme un guide.

La publication de cet ouvrage est aussi l'oc-
casion d’éditer Fhommage a Jacques Berque que
prononca Anouar Louca a F'lnstitut du Monde Arabe
le 18 octobre 1995 en évoquant sa grande fresque
L'Egypte, impérialisme et révolution publiée en 1967
(chap.xiv. « UEgypte référentielle de Jacques Berque.
1910-1995 »).

Le quinziéme et dernier chapitre revient sur
f'expédition de Bonaparte («Repenser Fexpédition
de Bonaparte. 1798-1998 »), comme — ainsi que l'écrit
Philippe Reignier dans une fort belle préface — « pour
affirmer, contre toute représentation naive du Pro-
grés, que les relations entre I'Orient et 'Occident
piétinent sur place, tout autant que la réflexion sur
ces relations. »

Loin des affrontements tragiques de tous or-
dres, délibérément passés sous silence dans cette
série de portraits, ces hommes de culture, de bonne
volonté, de paix, de progrés proclament I'absolue
nécessité pour les riverains de la Méditerranée d'ef-
fectuer sans cesse la traversée d'un pays a l'autre, de
senrichir mutuellement de leurs différences. Telle
est, en tout cas, la lecon que l'auteur entend laisser,
celle d'un décentrement nécessaire et fécond, d'un
«altérocentrisme » pour reprendre le néologisme qu'il
propose, en réaction a I‘égocentrisme propre a tous
les ethnocentrismes. :

Belkacem Benmessaoud
Université de Stuttgart

l BCAI 23 ~ 2007
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KARANLIK DUNYANIN AYDINLIK KAFASk

TAHA HUSEYIN

vYazan: Donald Robinson

22 UM tehditleri, achk, siiriilmek veya

hapsedilmek tehlikeleri Taha Hi-
seyin’e tesir etmemistir. Bu bilyiik Misirh
bilgin, diinyamm kendi bulundugu bdlge-
sini mahveden cehalet ve gerilige karst
savasa devam ettl

Miicadelesi uzun ve 1ztiraph oldu, fakat
neticede basariya ulasti

Anayurdu Misir'da, her cocugun fayda-
lanacagl parasiz bir - egitim sistemini ni-
hayet 1950'de gergeklestirdi. Modern diin--
ya tarihinde bir Arab devleti ik defa
olarak fakir veya zengin biitiin cocuklarr-
na esit egitim imkani saglamis oluyordu.

Hiiseyin'in zaferi bu kadarla kalmadz.

Aym zamanda biitiin Arab milletlerini
de, parasiz genel egitimi baslatmak {ze
re harekete gecirdi. . ‘

Diinyanin en mitkemmel {intversitelerin-
den ikisinin Misir’da agilmasma vardimct
oldu.

Fevkalade yazilariyla kadim Arab batil
inanclarim devirdi, eski fslam Kkiiltir a-
levini yeniden canlandirdi, liberal demok-
rasi mesajm genis gevrelere yaydt

Uc yasmdan beri k6r bulunmast, biitiin
bu yaptiklarma engel olmadi.

Hiiseyin, babasmin ikinci karisimin on
bir cocugundan besincisi olarak 1889 yilin-
da Yukar1 Misir'in Maghagha kasabasinda
dogdu. Cagdas Arab edebiyatimin bir sa-
heseri olan otobiyografisinde, hastalik so-
nucu gozleri gbrmez hale gelince duydu-
gu saskmbik soyle anlatilmistir: «Annesin-
de, sefkat ve ilgi buluyorsa da, bazan bi-
raz ihmal, bazan biraz sertlik bile seziyor-
du. Anladigma gore, annesi kardeslerine

bazi seyleri yapmak igin izin veriyor, ona

ise miisade etmiyordu. Buna karst evveld
bir klrgmlzk' duydu, fakat kardeslerinin
kendinin hic bilmedigi seylerden bahset-
tiklepini farkedince, bu kirgmlik  sessiz,
viirekten bir keder halini aldr O zaman

92

Ceviren: Nesrin Moral

kardeslerinin gordiikleri seyleri kendisinin
gérmedigini anladi»

Okuluna kadar yiirilyecek hali yoktu.
Kardeslerinden biri onu tasirdt. GOrme-
den calisip Ogrenmek kolay degildi, fakai
Sgretmenin her sOyledigini akhnda tuta-
rak tahsiline devam etti. Biitiin Kur'an'
ezberledi. .

ARAB EDEBIYATI PROFESORU

Daha sonra Hiiseyin, Kahire'ye gidip
meshur ildhiyat fakiiltesi El-Ezher’e yazil-
di. Anlathigima gdre, bilmedigi sokaklarda
ve binalarda el yordamyla yolunu bulma-
ga calisarak dolasmak korkung bir seydi.
Bir profesdrii kendisini yemege davet et
tigl zaman ok sikilmistL Herkesin ona
baktigim: hissediyordu, ellerinin titreme-
sinden, yemegin salcasimi elbisesine dok-
miistil.

El-Ezher dgretim iiyelerinin, insant der
i eden muhafazakarhgma dayanamady
isyan ettl. Buradan ayrilarak yeni liberal
Misir Universitesine gitti. X. asir Arab
sairi Ebiil-Ala  {izerine yazdigt teziyie,
1914'de bu Universiteden ilk doktora alan
kendisi oldu.

Universitede o kadar takdir edilmisti ki.
Paris’de Sorbonne’a gonderildi, orada da
1918 wilinda ikinci doktorasini yaptl

Paris’de, gene Sorbonne’da okuyan Sur
zanne Bressau isminde geng bir Fram
s1z kizma asik oldu. 1917'de evlenip bera
ber Misir'a doéndiiler. Karist ona okuyor
dikte ettiklerini yaziyor, yazdifa nutukl2
r1 dinleyicilere okuyordu. Hiiseyin'in tﬁb{'
riyle, Suzanne esinin koruyucu melegi idi.

Yurduna déndiigii zaman Hiiseyin Mr
ir Universitesinde Arab edebiyafi prof¢
s6rii oldu, Arabca dgrenimine fenni me&
todlar1 getirdi. Simflarmda ve -yazilarit’
da, Arab kiiltiirit tetkik edilirken gerce
lerin arastirilmasini tavsiye ediyor her

or kirmntisii mukaddes sayan an’'ane-
sulden vazgecilmesini istiyorau.
endisi Arab edebiyatini esash suret-
etkik etti. 1927 yilinda vazdigl «/sldm
esi Edebiyat» isimli kitapta Arab kiil-
mirasina ait gercek bilinen pek c¢ok
in stipheli oldugunu belirtti.

u kitap ve dersleri hayatina maloldu.
ok isglizar Arab, Arab dilini Islam di-
adar mukaddes saydiklarindan, Misir”’
bazi gruplar Hiiseyin'in susturulmasi-
kitabmin yasaklanmasini istediler.
tiseyin’in isyami yalniz kiiltiir mesele-
e inhisar etmedi; basin yoluyla li-
al demokrat bir iktidar i¢in de savas-

30 yiinda bir istibdad hiikGmeti ik-
ra gelip Misir'da akademik hiirriyeti
tlamaga kalkinca, Hiiseyin acikca kar-

unun iizerine Universitesinden cikaril-
Dort sene boyunca yari ag ve her an
sedilmek tehlikesi iginde yasadi Siip-
daha beteri de olabilirdi.

siz EGITIM

36 yilinda Misir’da hiirriyet geri geldi,
in tekrar Edebiyat Fakiiltesi'ne
tayin edildi. '

evvel baslams oldugu biitiin Misir-
uklara parasiz egitim miicadelesini
den hizlandirdi. Esasinda parasiz og-
-~ fikri ilk olarak Arablar arasinda
‘cikmistir. Arab okullart Orta Cag-
bile parasiz 6grenim saglamisti; fa-
undan vazgecilmisti. Hiiseyin, sis-
“yeniden getirilmesinde 1srar etti.

i kimseler Misir hitkimetinin boyle
ikse katlanamayacafimi sOyledikleri
- Hiiseyin sOyle cevap veriyordu,
il actk hava ve giines 15191 gibidir;
rayanlart cemiyet bos cevirmeme-

eyin 1940 yimda Egitim Bakanl-
- kiiltlir genel miidiirii, iki sene son-
eknik miisavir oldu. 1943 wilinda
ini gerceklestirdi. Bakanlik ilk 6g-
n' tamamen iicretsiz olmasin: kabul

“yihnda Iskenderiye Universitesi'ni
e oraya rektdr secildi. Evvelce

]

bulundugu Misir Umiversitesi'nde vapntg
gibi, burasini da miikemmel bir miiessese
haline getirdi. Mevkiinden faydalanarak
Arablart Nazilere kars: birlestirdi.

1945 yilinda siyasi  bir karisikliktan
sonra gericiler tekrar iktidara gelince
derhal Hiiseyin'i liniversitedeki ve Egitim
Bakanhgmdaki gbrevlerinden aldilar. O-
nunla sokakta konusmak bile aruk teb-
likeli sayiliyordu.

«Egyptian Scribe» isimli bir dergi ¢1-
kararak bununla demokrasi igin miica-
deleye devam etti. Hiltkimet dergivi ka-
pattr

1950 yilinda daha liberal bir hiikiimet
iktidara geldi, Hiiseyin Egitim Bakam se-
¢ildi. Hemen orta Ogretim iicretlerini kal-
dird:. Boylece biitiin Misirli ¢ocuklara on
iki sene parasiz dgrenim saglanmis oldu.

Misirhilar bu  firsattan  faydalandilar.
1920 wvilinda Misir okullarinda kayith
298.027 6grenci varken, 1951 yilinda bu sa-
y1 1.431.754e ulastr.

1950 yilinda toplanan ikinci Arab Kiil-
tiir Konferansinda Hiiseyin her Arab mil-
letinin resmi temsilcisiyle konusarak te-
mel bir hak olarak parasiz egitim siste-
mini kabul etmeleri icin onlar1 ikna etti.

Hiiseyin, Dogu ile Bat1 arasindaki kiil-
tiirel engelleri yikmaga calismistir. Egitim
Bakanh onun idaresi altinda Ingiliz,
Fransiz ve diger Bat1 kiiltiir miraslarmi
Arabcaya cevirmek icin bir teskilat kurdu,

Yiizlerce gen¢ Misirliy: tahsil icin baska

memleketlere yollad:.

Kirk nefis kitap Hiiseyin’in ismini ta-
simaktadir. Birkac tanesi Arab edebiyat:
ile, bazilar1 da baska memleketlerin ede-
biyatlar: ile ilgilidir. Bes ciltlik Fransiz
Tiyatro eseri ile Sophocles, Racine ve Gi-
de’den yaptigi terciimeler gibi. «Musir'da
Kiiltiiriin Gelecegi» isimli kitapta, yurdun-
da Kkiiltiir ve -egitimde islahat icin bir
program c¢izmis, Misir bir Akdeniz iilkesi
oldugundan gelenekleri ve gelecegi ba-
kimindan Batr'ya bagh oldugunu belirt-
mistir. «Sehrazadm Riiyalar» isimli ki-
tapta bu giinkii diinyada demokratik ol-
mayan hususlar elestirir, Bircok -romam
vardir. Otobiyografisi ise (1927-1939) Av-'
rupa’da ve Dogu’da -on bes lisana cevril-
mistir.
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Luc Barbulesco

Litinéraire hellénique de Tihd Husayn

Abstract: Why was the publication by Tahd Husayn on pre-Islamic poetry so criti-
cised by al-Azhar since the central thesis of the work (this poetry was almost entire-
ly recreated in the Umayyad period) does not contain anything that would shock a
pious Muslim? This auitude was doubdlessly founded upon the fact that Taha
Husayn, who used cridcal analysis and who systemarically put everything in doube,
always questioning general consensus, provoked the anger of the conservatve cler-
gy. This method appeared as a vector of foreign ideas and ways and was perceived
as the expression of an arrogant arritude.

In reality, such methods as those used by Tahd Husayn followed in the footsteps of
Greek and Mediterranean tradicion. In fact, Tahd Husayn, himself, torally depen-
ded on the Hellenic vision interpreted via French culture.

Résumé : Pourquoi l'ouvrage de Taha Husayn sur la podsie antéislamique a-t-il éeé
accucilli avee ant de réserves par al-Azhar, alors que la thése centrale (certe poésie
serall presgue tout entiere recréde par des contemporains de I'époque omcnfudc) n'a
rien qui puisse choquer un musulman pieux? Cest sans doure la méthode employée
par Taha Husayn, faite despric critique, de doute systématique, de remise en cause
perpétuclle du consensus, qui a provogué la colere des clercs conservareurs, Certe
méthode apparaissait comme le vecteur d'idées et de méthodes érrangeres et fut per-
cue comme expression d'une attitude arrogante.

En réalitd, les méchodes comme le programme de Taha Husayn portaient P'em-
preinte grecque et méditerrandenne. Taha Husayn lui-méme dépendait rotalement

de la vision de Uhellénisme entretenue par la culture frangaise.




Luc-Willy Deheuvels

Tihé Husayn et Le livre des jours :
Démarche autobiographique
et structure narrative

Abstract: Tiha Husayn’s book, al-Ayydm, is composed of three volumes. The first
was written in 1926 and the third in 1955. As the author himself developed, so did
his horizon. The Taha Husayn of the 1920s was a polemicist who, in 1926, found
himself in the midst of a grave crisis which concerned his book on the Jahiliyya poe-
try: it was while in exile in France because of this crisis that he wrote the first part
of al-Ayyam. The choice of an autobiographical narration with literary aspirations
was something new in Arab licerature. The present analysis which deals specifically
with the first volume of al-Ayydm stresses the individual quest for a memory tracing
the steps of a movement towards reason which draws on memory to justfy iwself
before the world. This personal itinerary is also a succession of stages which Taha
Husayn proposes to society in order for it to become reborn and for it to pass from
an imaginary mythical point frozen over its own memory to the maturity of a scien-
tific and rational outlook.

Résumé : Le livre des jours de Taha Husayn compte trois tomes, le premier rédigé
en 1926, le troisieme en 1955. L’homme évolua, ainsi que son horizon. Le Taha
Husayn des années vingt était un polémiste qui se trouva en 1926 au milieu d’'une
crise d’une extréme gravité avec son livre sur la poésie jihilite; c'est en exil en France
4 la suite de cette crise, qu'il congut la premiére partic d’al-Ayydm. Le choix d'un
récit autobiographique 2 prétention littéraire érait neuf dans la litiérature arabe,
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L’ATTUALITA DELLA LEZIONE DI TAHA HUSAYN

PAOLO BRANCA
(Milano)

Durante un soggiorno di studio al Cairo ho avuto occasione di partecipare a
un convegno dedicato a Taha Husayn, tenutosi dal 25 al 28 ottobre 1998 presso la
grande Biblioteca di 7amalek e intitolato Taha Husayn wa—ta sil al-taqafa
al—‘arabiyya. Non intendo qui riferire di tale commemorazione che ho potuto tra
’altro seguire soltanto parzialmente. Mi € sembrata comunque interessante, spe-
cialmente nelle parti dedicate all’interculturalita, oggi di moda, ma per la quale ai
suoi tempi il grande letterato egiziano fu un precursore: profondamente legato alle
civilta mediterranee!, seppe unire felicemente nella sua opera gli influssi di una
formazione aperta e pluralista. Mi ha tuttavia colpito la scarsita delle opere di
Taha Husayn proposte al pubblico in tale occasione: i banchi di vendita di libri pur
presenti offrivano volumi recenti di vario genere ¢ certamente interessanti, ma
quasi del tutto assenti erano sia i titoli dell’autore in questione sia i saggi su di lui,
dando 1’impressione che tutto si esaurisse in una celebrazione un po’ fine a se
stessa, come d’altra parte accade spesso in simili occasioni e non soltanto nei paesi
arabi.

Vorrei qui dare un piccolo contributo in controtendenza, riportando un brano
significativo e forse poco noto della produzione critica di Taha Husayn. Come s1
sa il suo studio che destd maggior scalpore fu il saggio F1 [-§i v al-gahili, pubbli-

\ «Up ulteriore clemento da tener presente, € che torna altamente ad onorc di questo scrittore ¢ critico
arabo, ¢ la eccczionale familiarita da esso procuratasi col mondo classico, greco-romano, che oggi ancora ¢ un
mondo estranco a gran partc della intellettualita araba odicrna, ma mezzo secolo fa cra addirittura un libro
chiuso con sette suggelli”, F. Gabrieli, “Taha Husein critico”, in 1d., Arabeschi e studi islamici, Napoli 1973, p-
181. Per la sua formazione francese cf. ivi passim.

[1] — 127
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382 REGINA KARACHOULI

Adaptionen

- Yaumiyat magniin, 1977
(nach Aufzeichnungen eines Wahnsinnigen von Nikolai Gogol)

- Turandut, 1977
(nach Turandot oder Der Kongref3 der Weif3wcischer von Bertolt
Brecht)

- Rihlat Hanzala min al-gafla ild “l-yagaza. In: al-Hayit al-mas-
rahiya, Damaskus (1978) 6.
(nach Wie dem Herrn Mockinpott das Leiden ausgetrieben wird
von Peter Weiss)
Gastspiel des Syrischen Nationaltheaters Damaskus anldBlich
des 1. Festivals der Weltkulturen, Berlin 1979

- al-Igtisab. In: al-Hurriya, a.a.O.; Beirut 1990; Jerusalem 1990.
(nach La doble historia del doctor Valmy von Antonio Buero
Vallejo). :
Auffithrung 1990 in der Regie des Irakers Gawad al-Asadi als
nicht offizielle Inszenierung in Damaskus, danach in Kairo. Im
Frithjahr 1993 leitet al-Asadi Proben fiir eine Auffithrung in
Beirut.
Vom bisher letzten Stiick Wannus’, Munamnamdr tarihiya (Hi-
storische Mosaiken), sind Szenen des ersten und vierten Teils
abgedruckt in: at-Tariq, Beirut 50 (1992) 1/2.

2O MG, end 1163 [heb 12 (1993) SLbgack 5.375-395
0. 8]

Abkehr von Europa
Der igyptische Literat TAnA HusaiN (1889-1973)
und die Umformung des Islams in eine Ideologie'

Von TiLMaN NaGrL, Gottingen

Zwei intellektuelle Ereignisse ersten Ranges hitten im dgypti-
schen Islam dem Prinzip der geistigen Freiheit endgiiltig zum
Durchbruch verholfen, schrieb der Literat TAHA HusaIN 1946 in
einer dem Thema ,,L’Islam et I’'Occident” gewidmeten Sonder-
nummer der ,,Cahiers du Sud“. Das eine sei die Veréffentlichung
seiner Studien iiber die vorislamische Poesie gewesen, das andere
die Streitschrift des Azhar-Gelehrten ‘ALl “ABD AR-RAZIQ wider
die religiose Rechtfertigung des Kalifats, ja allgemein jeder staat-
lichen Ordnung im Islam® Die beiden in TAHA Husains Riick-
schaun epochemachenden Schriften waren Mitte der zwanziger
Jahre erschienen, hatten in Agypten ein erregtes und hochst ge-
gensitzliches Echo ausgeldst und waren fiir ihre Verfasser nicht
ohne unangenehme Folgen geblieben. “ALT ‘ABD AR-RAzIQ, Qadi
am Scheriat-Gericht in al-Mansira, wurde mit Beschlul vom
12.8.1925 aus der Gemeinschaft der Azhar-Gelehrten ausgesto-
Ben®; TAHA HUSAIN, seit 1925 Professor der arabischen Literatur
an der europiisch ausgerichteten Kairo-Universitit, sah sich wii-
tenden Protesten der traditionellen Gelehrtenschicht ausgesetzt.
Da er aber keinen Titel der al-Azhar besal3, drohte ihm von dort
keine wirkliche Gefahr, und ein Versuch, die Regierung zu seiner
Entlassung zu zwingen, weil er den Islam veréchtlich gemacht
habe, schlug fehl. Er brachte 1927 eine Neuauflage seiner Schrift
heraus, in der er seine Ansichten keineswegs widerrief, ihnen

1 Vortrag, gehalten am 16.2.90 vor dem Fachbereich Historisch-Philologische
Wissenschaften der Universitat Gottingen aus Anla8 der feierlichen Promotion.

: Zitiert bei K.CrRAGG: Counsels in Contemporary Islam. Edinburgh 1965, 88
(Islamic Surveys 3).

3 MUHAMMAD ‘AMMARA (Hg.): al-fslam wa-usil al-hukm li-°Ali ‘Abd ar-Razig.
Beirut 1972, 59.
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128 EGYPT

ophy, religion, and the art of all ages, places, and peoples. In addi-
tion to these cultural pursuits, all of them were actively engaged in
practical politics at one time or another, and a few of them reached
some of the highest positions in the state,

Clearly, then, these were not specialists in any single field of
study addressing themselves to the initiated, nor were they scholars
or artists removed from the din of the market place. They were
creative writers, first, but they were also reformers and public
educators-at-large who addressed themselves to the literate Egyp-
tian. Their art and learning were placed in the service of the so-
ciety in which they lived, and they were probably not averse to being
judged on the basis of their success or failure in this endeavor. It
is this commitment of the Egyptian intellectual leaders, together
with the broad scope of their work, that makes them so nearly rep-
resentative of Egyptian normative consciousness, and therefore
such eminently suitable subjects for the study of the evolution of
ideas and beliefs in Egypt. But these same qualities, unfortunately,
were also partly responsible for a certain lack of depth in their
thought and a rather disturbing disposition on the part of some
to trim their intellectual sails too readily so as to catch the winds
of public favor.

Before introducing these writers and undertaking an analysis
of their work, it is necessary to make a second digression that is
connected with two points of procedure. Hitherto we have analyzed
the works of individual leaders separately because these leaders
represented emerging basic trends of thought. Now, however, the
primary issue is no longer the development of new tendencies but
rather their evolution in the hands of those who inherited them. It
would therefore seem more appropriate to state the main questions
relevant to the Liberal Nationalist trend, and from that point to
proceed to examine what the Liberal Nationalist writers collectively
had to say about them. The questions chosen are grouped under the
headings of politics, ethics, and history. The responses are examined
in terms of their substance as well as the epistemological approaches
underlying them. These last are crucial for underlining the distinc-
tions and similarities between the approach of the writers and that
of traditional and Reformist Islamic doctrine.

The other procedural consideration concerns the writers whom we
shall study. It would be tedious and unnecessary to attempt to cover
in our analysis all the writers whose views were connected with
Liberal Nationalism. We are not interested, after all, in variety
of expression, but rather, in substantive variety within a given
trend. It seems reasonable, therefore, to concentrate on a limited
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group of writers who were most influential in their society, and who
represented in the variety of their social background, their source
of inspiration, course of career, and personal temperament, those
other writers not included in our analysis. Following are the names
and brief biographical accounts of the writers selected.

1. Taha Husayn (1889~ )

Taha Husayn is a most remarkable figure by any standard of
judgment. Born in a small village in upper Egypt and the seventh
child of a minor employee in a sugar plantation, blind since the age
of three, Taha lived to become the undisputed dean of modern
Egyptian and Arabic literature, to reach the positions of head of
the Faculty of Letters of the University of Cairo, founder of the
University of Alexandria, Minister of Education, and to be honored
by Ozxford and the Universities of Lyons, Rome, Madrid, and
Athens.

Taha began his education in the village kutf@b under various
local religious teachers, who drilled into him the entire Qur’an and
other works believed necessary for entering al-Azhar. The plan was
that he, too, would become a religious skaykh. At the age of thir-
teen Taha was sent to that venerable but unreformed college where
he spent the next six years of his life. He later recorded his ex-
periences there, as well as his early life, in a masterly autobiography
— Al-Ayydm (Days) — which has so far been translated into
French, English, Russian, Chinese, and Hebrew. In 1908, when the
Egyptian University opened its doors, Taha was one of the first
students to join it, and six years later he received the University’s
first doctorate. The subject of his thesis was Abii al-‘Ald’ al-Ma‘arri,
a classical Arabic poet and writer who had also been blind.

While still at the University, Taha had started writing for af
Jaridak and came under the influence of Lutfi al Sayyid. Upon his
graduation, the Egyptian University sent him to France to con-
tinue his studies. With LutfI’s encouragement, he learned Greek and
Latin and immersed himself in classical culture in the hope of en-
couraging its study in his own country later, and making it the
foundation of Egypt’s renaissance as it had been of the West’s. He
also attended courses at the Sorbonne and the Collége de France in
history, philosophy, psychology, and sociology, and continued to
pursue the work of orientalists as he had done in the university at
home. In 1914, at the Sorbonne, he earned another doctorate, pre-
senting a thesis on the social philosophy of ibn-Khaldiin. In the
meantime he had married, with the permission of the Egyptian
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312 NOTICES NECROLOGIQUES [24]
‘ r ' .

$était attaché avec passion aux traces de l'influence hellénistique
en pleine Asie. La découverte d’une ville gréco-bactrienne au site
d’Ail Khanom, sur la rive afghane de I'Oxus, couronna en 1964 ses
‘éspmrs et n’a pas fini d’eclalrer notre vue du-monde antique.

‘ Quatre hommes enfin, dont les relations avec notre Institut
Etalj:nt iplus directes, laissent dé;rrxere eux un grand vide. Nous leur
£q ‘

| Hoerage 3 Taha Husse:m {par G.C. Anawati). — Le matin
du ié dctobre 1973 s’est éteint ﬁoucement le Dr Taha Hussein dans

\
acrons ci-dessous de trop breves notices.

saj vzlla\Ramatan 4 Guizeh, faubourg du Caire. La paix de la mort
111um1r1a1t son wsage aux traits si lexpressifs: J’eus le privilége de pouvoir,
ux‘xe heure 2
‘aevant celui qui fut, pendant plus d’un demi-si¢cle, le maitre incon-

telsté d ‘s lettres ardbes Auprés de lui se tenait son admirable épouse,

A

3 peine aprés sa mort, venir m’incliner respectueusement

J*en ue plus grande encore par 1a soudaineté de I’épreuve qui abattait
ce grand chéne desting, sembla]t il, 4 défier le temps. Ainsi, jusqu’a
dermcre minute, elle aura été a ses cOtés, elle qui était la lumiére de
50| \mteihgcnce et de son coeur, elle ‘qui a soutenu, avec la douce
ténacxte de son invincible ﬁdehte et tendresse, le lutteur indomptable
que futile Dr Taha Hussein.

CE qui me frappe le plus quand j’évoque la vie du grand écrivain,
ﬁé 1|’5m1 de prés de trente ans| c’est cette force de caractere, cette
Volontej de fer qui avait su trlompher de son infirmité et lui avait
pérx‘nh, (lui dont le regard était tourné vers sa lumiére intérieure, de
éondume ses compatriotes vers de vastes horizons, de lutter pour
‘5ssulrbr
tous les échelons. Vi fvrlzsszmus : c’est ainsi qu’il me parut deés les
jipxcmlers instants de notre rencontre, en 1944 quand, & mon retour
;d’Emrope j’eus ’honneur de lui étre présenté par notre ami commun,.
M. Cha‘rles Kuentz, alors directeur de I’Institut frangais d’archéologic
oriel tajc du Caire. Je sentis qﬂc derriére cette douceur dans la voix,.
cet en]cmement presque cette J()v ialité, cette vivacité dans la repartie,
(Fe Jugement nuancé sur les evenements et les personnes, il y avait une
*fn ergxe extraordinaire,un feu intérieur qui rendait son intelligence

'aux plus humbles, a l’mstar des riches, un enscignement &

81 avidé de connaitre, de connaitre toujours davantage, qui lui per-
' rbn‘egalé de devenir,lui, ’azharien venu d’un lointain village d’Egypte,

€s hommes les plus cultxves|de son temps, de devenir aussi, lui qui
toujours s’appuyer sur une main secourable pour se frayer un

i| ministre de I’Educatiort nationale, et de fonder des univer--
i ; :
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sités, de multiplier les écoles, d’ouvrir intelligence de ses compatrio-

tes 4 la culture moderne.

Qui, vir fortissimus... Quelle énergie n’a-t-il pas dfi déployer pour
s’assurer la maitrise de la langue francaise apprise quelque peu sur le
tard, lui le maitre incomparable de la langue arabe, et pour gravir
les étapes de la licence et du doctorat 2 la Sorbonne en s’assimi’ant
non seulement les langues latine et grecque mais aussi leur littéra-
ture et leur esprit. Et dans le combat quotidien pdur développer et
vivifier la presse égyptienne (n’oublions point qu *il [fonda lui-méme,
en 1945, la grande revue culturelle al-Katib al-migri). pour vaincre
Vincompréhension, Iignorance ou la malveillance d'une bureau-
cratie rendue inerte par la routine, pour faire aboutir sa réforme de
’enseignement et le rendre obligatoire, pour faire venir & I'Université
naissante les plus grands professeurs des uniyersités d’Europe, pour
introduire dans enseignement supérieur I'étude du grec et du latin,
‘pour inculquer aux jeunes générations le culte de la recherche désin- .
téressée et 'amour du savoir, de quelle force d’ame n’a-t-il pas di

sarmer !

Crest parce qwil était fort qu’il savait étre d’une gentillesse extréme,
affable, encourageant les jeunes chercheurs, aidant tel orientaliste a
s'initier & la lecture d’auteurs arabes difficiles, orientany tel autre vers
des sentiers non battus, suivant avec une attention extréme les efforts
de qui voulait rénover la littérature ou les arts. Il savait aussi
montrer une exquise délicatesse et manifester 3 ses amis son
inaltérable fidélité. Je n’en citerdi qu’un trait. Quelque temps
aprés qu’il fut devenu ministre, notre jeune et modeste Institut don-
nait un thé a Poccasion du passage de Louis Massignon, 'autour duquel
nous réunissions quelques amis. N’osant déranger le Dr Taha, je Tu
envoyai un mot, lui disant qu’étant donn€ ses import:f;mtes occupations,
je ne pouvais pas espérer qu’il nous honorerait de sa | présence. Quelle
ne fut ma surprise de le voir arriver le jour du thé avec une simplicité
sans pareille... ! |

Puisse ce modeste témoignage de la reconnaissance de I'TDEO
envers celui qui nous a montré une si grande sympathie trouver aupres
de Madame Taha Hussein et de ses enfants un accueil bienveillant.



Book REVIEWS

p with at’ unanticipated find. This variety is one of the volume’s major
strengthd, since it manages to contain insights from a variety of fields in
4 compact volume. For example; for a scholar whose field is not literature
or for the reader who has not followed Hebrew literature closely, Donna
Robinson Divirie has provided a fine overview in her “Political Discourse in
Israeli Literature.”. And for those whose focus is Israel and not the Arab
world, the surprise in the market-place might be Nissim Rejwan’s review
of Arab writing on Israel, subtitled “From Catastrophology to Normalcy.”
More familiar social science and history themes—ethnicity, elites, religion,
Zionism—ate dlso dealt with. Some can be browsed, others pondered.
The book is not only packed with essays, ideas, and topics, it is also
packed in presentation. The font used for setting the type is simply too
small—almost to the point of irritation. The reader will be enriched by
pursuing his own path through this academic market-place. And he is likely
to anticipate the next volume of this important scholarly enterprise with
excitement,. AsSHER ARIAN
City Untverstty of New York; Tel Amv Unzverszty

Blindness and Autobiography: Al-Ayyam of Taha Husayn, by
Fepwa MaLil-DoucLas. xi-+ 184 pages, bibliography, index. Princeton
University Press, Princeton 1988. $30.00.

Professor Malti-Douglas tells us (p.12) that H. A. R. Gibb’s statement
about the first volume of al-Ayyam “it has a good claim to be regarded
as the finest work of art yet produced in modern Egyptian literature” still
holds true today. Considering that Gibb made his comment in 1929 (see his
“Egyptian Modernists,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental Studies 5.3 [1929]
445-446), when the modernist movement in Arabic literature was still in
its infancy, Malti-Douglas’s claim seems an exaggeration which does little
justice to the enormous achievements in Arabic letters in the ensuing sixty
years. But el-~Ayyam is indubitably one of the classics of modern Arabic
literature, and the study undér review here is a serious addition to the
body of Husaynian criticism which merits a warm, though not unqualified,
welcome. {
Professor Malti-Douglas divides her book into two parts. The first
analyzes al-Ayyam’s approach to blindness both as a personal handicap
and a social one. In the second part she discusses the autobiography ‘as a
literary text governed by the fact that both its protagonist and author are
blind. Throughout the book, Professor Malti-Douglas’s methodology and
critical tools are structuralist. Her perceptive, deep-delving analysis of the
text keeps the reader on tiptoe all the time ever wondering what her next
insight into what he used to think a simple and straightforward text is.
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Even the title is not as innocent as it seems; for since Taha Husayn’s life as
tevealed in al-Ayydm has been one of struggle and tnumph the title must
then hark back to “Ayyam al“‘Arab” or “the Battle Days of the Arabs,”
and the autobiography is thus “a literary chronicle of ‘The Battle Days of
Taha Husayn’” (pp.72-74).

Stretched to its limit, the author’s technique of mﬁmtesnnal analysis,
of constantly breaking up the text to its minuteést particles, of hardly
leaving alone a narrative detail at the realistic level, ceases to be literary
criticism which aims at the elucidation of the text and turns into a highly
intellectual exercise, a sort of acrobatics of analysis whose prime objective is
to entertain the critic herself. Thus the book, which, I must stress even now,
is often original and enlightening, abounds in examples where the author
is cleatly carried away with the sheer delight of analysis for analysis’ sake
and the relentless drive to interpret, to impose wild meaning on the text,
to produce, like T. S. Eliot’s anatomist, parts of the cadaver out of her
own pocket. Take, for instance, the incident at the end of al-Ayyam; vol. 1,
where the protagonist tells his young daughter the story of Oedipus Rex.
When he comes to the point where the King gouges his eyes and is led away
by Antigone, the protagonist’s child bursts into tears because she makes the
association between the blinded King and her own blind father. Professor
Malti-Douglas simply collapses before the mxghty temptation of such a
highly associative name as Oedipus. She has visions of “punishment and -
symbolic castration” and tells us that Oedlpus’ “identification with Taha,
though attributed to other causes, carries with it a subliminal flavour of
guilt” (p.30). She does not, however, pursue this rather bizarre suggestion
any further!

The author also makes a great deal out of the 1dent1ﬁcatlon between
al-Ayyam’s protagonist and the blind ‘Abbasid poet al-Ma‘arri. Because
her vantage-point is “blindness and autobiography” she tends to interpret
the identification wholly in terms of the unifying handlcap to the exclusion
of the possibility of identification by temperament. After all,- people can
be pessimists without being blind and people can identify with al-Ma‘arri’s
view of the human condition without sharing the misfortune of his disabil-
ity. And how can we explain that Taha Husayn has no sympathy for, let
alone identification with, another blind ‘Abbasid poet, namely, Bashshar
ibn Burd? He is not mentloned in el-Ayyant, and Taha Husayn makes
manifest his personal dislike of him in Hadith al-arbi‘d, vol. 2. Professor
Malti-Douglas’s work makes rewarding and mind-sharpening reading as
long as she remains mistress of her tools of analysis, but when her tools
assume a life of their own, as they often do, the reader has every reason
to approach with extra care some of her interpretations and conclustons.

RASHEED EL-ENANY
University of Exeler
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TAHA HUSSEIN ET L'EQUILIBRE CULTUREL
SOUHAITE ENTRE L'ORIENT ET L'OCCIDENT

Dra. Ebtehal Younes

Mairire de conférence - Faculié des lettres Université du Caire
Département de frangais

AToccasion du premier centenaire de sa naissance, et plus de
quinze ans aprés sa mort, Taha Hussein continue 3 étre un theme
d'actualité, suscitant encore des polémiques autour de ses idées et
de ses écrits. Entre les chefs de file de I'époque des “Lumigres” et
de la renaissance culturelle égyptienne, il a été Ie plus attaqué de
tous ses contemporains. On I'a accusé d'étre l'apétre du
déracinement, de I'occidentalisation, et de la dépendance envers
I'Europe; donc un agent de 1'impérialisme culturel dont I'objectif
était de convertir I'Egypte en une partie d'Europe, ignorant ainsi
complétement son patrimoine arabe et islai..'que. Ceux qui avaient
formulé ces accusations s'étaient basés sur ses dures attaques et sa
critique féroce des cheiks de Al Azhar d'une part, et sur son éloge
systématique de la culture occidentale et de sa méthode
scientifique, et son invitation 2 se tourner vers cette éulture et ay
puiser, d'autre part. Cependant, le lecteur objectif de I'oéuvre de

Taha Hussein ne tardera pas a se rendre compte du refus de

* celui-ci de I'enlisement total et de la dissolution compléte dans Ia

culture occidentale, voire sa condamnation claire et nette de ceci,
au niveau de la création littéraire dans son roman Adib, publié en
1935.
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Int. J. Middle East Stud. 19 (1987), 51-76 Printed in the United Siates of America

CAIRO UNIVERSITY AND THE ORIENTALISTS

Among the best books 1 read at this time ... was Tarikh al-falak ‘inda al-“Arab [The
History of Astronomy among the Arabs] by Professor Nallino. 1 scrutinized it thoroughly,
and 1 learned from it how the leading orientalists did their research, and how they
persisted in their investigations, how they actually lived in the subject of their special-
ization, and how they proceeded carefully and deliberately from the simple to the
complex in their research. It would scarcely be an exaggeration to say that I learned the
methodology of research from this book.'

Cairo University professor Ahmad Amin could not have stated his debt to
ltalian orientalist Carlo Nallino in stronger terms. Amin first heard Nallino
speak at the newly founded Egyptian (later Fuad 1, then Cairo) University,
where Nallino lectured between 1909 and 1912. The university later published the
lectures on Arab astronomy that had so impressed Amin.}

Taha Husayn was among the Egyptian students and professors who shared
Amin’s admiration for orientalist scholarship, discovering in it not only a new
research methodology but alse new subject matter, old subjects treated in new
ways, and an unfamiliar, and in some ways tempting, alternative world view. To
borrow the title of Anwar al-Sadat’s autobiography, Egyptians were “in search
of identity,” both as individuals and as a community.

Many of Amin’s and Taha's Muslim contemporaries— particularly those
associated with al-Azhar—reacted violently against this borrowing from West-
erners on matters so closely bound up with religion and politics. Convinced that
orientalists were deeply hostile to Islam and to Muslims, they determined to
protect the community by punishing those who consorted with the enemy. The
Egyptian University, with its European professors and Western academic models,
had been suspect in their eyes from the start.

This article, then, examines the role of European orientalists at Cairo Uni-
versity, a vital institution for modern Egypt. It examines the different national
traditions from which these European professors came. The study then analyzes
Egyptian reactions to the orientalists and to Egyptians who adopted their
methodology and some of their results. The era covered, from the founding of
the university in 1908 to the fall of the old regime in 1952, was a crucial one in
Egypt’s struggle to achieve a workable modern national identity—and reactions
to orientalism were part of that struggle.

SETTING UP THE UNIVERSITY

The Egyptian University opened in 1908, a year after the long reign of Lord
Cromer, England’s autocratic consul-general in Cairo, had come to an end. The

© ]987 Cambridge University Press 0020-7438/87 $5.00
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Taba Husayn (b 1889 Maghighah), Egyp-
tian polygraph. Born in a provincial, con-
servative family of modest means, and blind
from the age of two, he was nevertheless
independent of mind and self-assertive. In
1902 he was sent to Cairo to attend the
traditional theological University of al-
Azhar, but was soon attracted to secularist
modernist circles, especiaily that of Ahmad
Lutfi as’-Sayyid. From 1908, he studied
under Arab and European professors at the
newly created Egyptian University, and was
awarded its first doctorate in 1914. Sent to
France at the State’s expense, lhe obtained
a doctorate from the University of Paris in
1918, and a Doctorat dEtat in 1919. He
married a Frenchwoman. He became Pro-
fessor first of Ancient History then of
Arabic Literature in the Egyptian Univer-
sity, and was the first Egyptian to be Dean of
the Faculty of Arts. He also held high
office in the Ministry of Education. His
bold stands on social and religious issues
and his involvement with various political
parties often affected his career in public
service; its highest point was during the
last Wafdist government (January 1950-
January 1952) when, as Minister of Educa-
tion, he greatly extended the State school
system and made it free.

He composed poetry only in his student
days, but he has been an extremely prolific
and versatile prose-writer. Numerous criti-
cal studies, three volumes of autobiography,
several novels and many shorter narratives,
historical and educational works, social and
political essays, epigrams, as well as trans-
lations, mostly from the French, have been
produced. Volume 1 of his autobiography,
a work of much charm and pathos, was the

first modern literary work to attract atten-

tion outside the Arab world. In this, as in
his novels and short stories, though they
show no great power of sustained invention,
there are moving intimate pictures of rural
and provincial life, which also give voice
to deep-felt compassion for the under-
privileged.

1t is in literary criticism, however, that
Taha Husayn has made his deepest marks.

- di Karaouan (Beirut 1961).

His doctoral dissertation on al-Ma'arri was
the first systematic study in Arabic of a
writer’s background, life, and work. A
later study on pre-Islamic poetry, which
proclaimed Cartesian freedom from pre-
conceptions and casi doubt on the authen-
ticity of much early poetry, caused a furore -
in the Iate 20’s, mainly because of references

to Islamic ‘myths’. Cumulatively, his many °
other critical studies, though they stem

from no fully thought-out aesthetic theory,
combine a deep-rooted interest in the %
Arab-Islamic heritage with a constant ..
readiness to revalue and revitalize it by -
new insights. His style, too, stringently *
classical in syntax yet supple, lively and ©
elegant, has been a model to many. Notable
not so much for tight thinking as for his

courage and open-mindedness, Taha -
Husayn was a leading spokesman in a
generation whose educated élite had broad
and vital choices to make. Selected bib-
liography: Autobiography, al-Ayyam (The .
Days, Vol. 1, 1927, Vol. IL 1939); Mudhak-
kirdt (Memoirs, 1967); theses, Dhikra Abi &
al-*Ald (Commemoration of Abul-Ald
[al-Ma‘arri], 1915); FEtude Analytique et
Critique de la Philosophie Sociale d’Ibn
Khaldoun (1917); criticism, Fi’sh-shi‘r al-
jahili (On Pre-Islamic Poetry, 1926); Hi adith
al-arbi‘@ (Wednesday Discourses; collected
articles, 3 vols., 1937-45); narratives, Adib
(Cairo), “dla hamish as-sirah (On the Margin .
of the Prophet’s Life, 3 vols., 1946-47); -
al-Mu‘adhahabiina fi'l-ard (Hell upon Earth, &
1949); history, al-Fitnah al-kubra (The
Great Schism, 2 vols., 1947-53); education,
Mustagabal ath-thagafah fi Migr (The Future

of Culture in Egypt, 1938).

Traps.: E. H. Paxton, 4n Egyptian Childhood
(London 1932); H. Wayment, The Stream of
Days (London 1948); Amina and Moenis Taha-
Hussein, Adib ou I’aventure occidentale (Cairo
1960); G. Wiet, L’ Arbre de la misére (Cairo
1964); S. Glazer, The Future of Culture in

Egypt (Washington 1954); R. Francis, L’appel

P. Cachia, Taha Husayn (London 1956); R.
Trancis, Taha Hussein Romancier (Cairo 1945)- .
PC
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EDITOR IN CHIEF JOHN L. ESPOSITO,

THE OXFORD ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE 1MODERN ISLAMIC WORLD,Volume, II.
SAM KTP:

NEW YORK - 1995.s. /4 §-/q5
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vol. 2, pp. 638-677. Leiden, 1960—. Scholarly surveys of the his-
tory of constitutionalism in several Muslim countries.

Lewis, Bernard. The Emergence of Modern Turkey. 2d ed. London and
New York, 1968. Classic history that examines the spread of mod-
ern political ideas in the late Ottoman Empire and early Turkish re-
public.

Mayer, Ann. Islam and Human Rights: Tradition and Politics. Boulder,
1991. Critical comparison of selected Islamic versions of civil and
political rights with their international counterparts.

An-Na‘im, Abdullahi Ahmed. Toward an Islamic Reformation: Ciuil
Liberties, Human Rights, and International Law. Syracuse, N.Y.,
1990. Original perspectives from a Sudanese specialist in public and
international law.

Nashat, Guity, ed. Women and Revolution in Iran. Boulder, 1983. Es-
says written from a variety of perspectives on the status of women
in postrevolutionary Iran.

Rosenthal, Franz. The Muslim Concept of Freedom Prior to the Nine-
teenth Century. Leiden, 1960. Learned exposition of relevant texts.

Relevant articles may be found in journals such as Human Rights
Quarterly and Index on Censorship, and information is regularly com-
piled, analyzed, and published by human rights groups such as Am-
nesty International, the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, Af-
rica Watch, Asia Warch, and Middle East Watch.

ANN EL1ZABETH MAYER
HURRIYAH. See Democracy; Human Rights.

HUSAYN, TAHA (1889-1971), Egyptian novelist,
critic, and modernist reformer. His two Arabic nick-
names summarize this famed writer’s life. One, ‘Amid
al-Adab al-‘Arabi (dean of Arabic literature), signals his
pivotal role as one of the towering figures of Arabic let-
ters in the twenteth century. The other, Qahir al-
Zalam” (Conqueror of Darkness), alludes to his blind-
ness, a handicap that gives his story a heroic cast.

Taha Husayn was born in “Izbat al-Kild, a small vil-
lage in Upper Egypt, to a large family. At a young age
he contracted ophthalmia, and the village barber’s treat-
ment caused the young boy to lose his sight. The handi-
cap strengthened Taha’s resolve. He broke barrier after
barrier in his rise to a position of leadership in Egyptian
society and letters.

Taha Husayn’s education began in the village kurtab
(Quranic school). In 1902 he went to Cairo, pursuing
his schooling at al-Azhar, the most prestigious place for
traditional Muslim education. But secularism attracted
him more than traditionalism, and he began studies at
the newly founded university in Cairo, from which he
received a doctorate in 1914. Like many other Arab in-
tellectuals, he was drawn to Europe and studied in

Montpellier and then Paris, where he received his sec-
ond doctorate in 1919.

In France, Tiahia Husayn met and married a French-
woman, Suzanne Taha Husayn, who maintained the
practice of her own religion, Catholicism. That, com-
bined with much travel and residence abroad, meant
that Taha participated in two civilizations; however, his
impact was greatest on Egyptian society and contempo-
rary Arab culture. In his roles as adviser to Egypt’s
Ministry of Education and then as minister from 1950
to 1952, he saw to the implementation of educational
reforms that ensured the expansion of the state school
system.

It is for his writings, however, that Taha Husayn is
best known in the Arab world today. Novels, short sto-
ries, historical and critical studies, and political articles
sit side by side with his translations of Western classics
into Arabic. He took the controversial critical position
that the famous pre-Islamic odes were inauthentic; his
criticism also includes impassioned writings on the blind
‘Abbasid poet Abu al-‘Ala’ al-Ma‘arri (d. 1058). In his
cultural manifesto The Future of Culture in Egypt he
predicates his positions on intimate connections between
Egypt and the West. Of all his works, it is Taha
Husayn’s autobiography Al-ayyam (The Days) that has
earned him a position in world literature. The three-
volume masterpiece was published over forty years, a
period critical in the development of Arabic literature.
Its third-person narrator exposes, among other things,
the weaknesses of the traditional educational system.

More than a century after his birth, the figure of Taha
Husayn stills towers over the Arab cultural scene. As
the Conqueror of Darkness, in a movie of the same title,
he became familiar to millions of Arab cinema viewers.
He stirred controversy during his lifetime with his ideas
on pre-Islamic poetry and on Egypt and the West, and
with his attitudes toward traditional learning. After his
death he was treated in many quarters as a virtual secu-
lar saint. With the rise of the Islamists in the Middle
East, the figure of Taha Husayn has been drawn into
the fray once again, this time as the object of attack
by conservative religious thinkers. The arguments of his
antisecular opponents would not surprise him. The
question of the future of culture no longer applies only
to Egypt, but to the whole of the Middle East and
North Africa. Two decades after his death, Taha
Husayn has become a pawn in the cultural game in
which he was such an active player.

[See also Arabic Literature, overview article; Egypt.]
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Husayn, Rashid

Klio 43-5 (1965) 525-33 (on the icon
incident).
M. COOPERSON

See also: translation, medieval
hunting poetry see tardiyya

Husayn, Rashid (1936-77)

Palestinian poet, writer, journalist and transla-
tor. Born in Musmus, Rashid Husayn
graduated from Nazareth Secondary School.
After three years of teaching he worked as a
literary editor for the Histadrut monthly al-
Fajr (1958-62) and the weekly al-
Musawwar. He was an active member of the
Mapam (United Workers” Party), editing its
literary and social weekly al-Mirsad.

In 1967 he joined the PLO office in New
York, but in 1971 left for Damascus, where he
helped to establish the Palestinian Research
Center ‘al-Ard’ and worked in the Hebrew
Programme of the Syrian Broadcasting Service
(1973). He returned to New York as corre-
spondent of the Palestinian News Agency
(WAFA) in 1973, but in 1977 was killed in a
fire in his flat. His tomb in Musmus became a
symbol for nationalist Palestinians and an
association was established in Israel, publish-
ing a commemorative volume and works by
Husayn, including Qasa@’id Filastiniyya
(Shfaram, 1980). Husayn also translated
selections from Bialik’s poetry and prose from
Hebrew into Arabic.

Further reading

Boullata, K., and Ghossein, M. (eds), The World of
Rashid Hussein, Detroit (1979).

Marmorstein, E., ‘Rashid Husain, portrait of an
angry young Arab’, Middle Eastern Studies 1

(1964), 3-20.

S. MOREH

9-1973)

Egyptian critic, essayist, novelist, short-story
writer, historian, journalist, translator, editor
and educator.

Born in ‘Izbat al-Kilt near Maghagha in
Upper Egypt in a large family of modest
wealth, Taha Husayn was blind from the age
of 2. When he had exhausted the local edu-
cational resources, which included the
memorization of the Koran, he was sent to
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Cairo in 1902 to join the University of al-
Azhar. There he heard the last two lectures of
Muhammad ‘Abduh. He was out of sym-
pathy, however, with the institution’s
attachment to outworn practices and values.
He boycotted the classes of all but a handful of
its professors, and antagonized its authorities
by his outspoken criticisms. When he pre-
sented himself for the final examination in
1912, he was failed. However, he had already
started attending lectures at the modern Egyp-
tian University (later known as Cairo
University) from the time it started function-
ing in 1908. There he came under the
influence of European Arabists, especially
Carlo Nallino. In 1914, he became the Uni-
versity’s first graduate, with a thesis on Abu
al-*Ala’ al-Ma‘arri in which he sought to
apply Western canons of criticism to an Arab

poet and thinker. He was awarded a scholar- .

ship to study in France, and in 1918 obtained a
doctorate from the Sorbonne for a thesis enti-
tled ‘Etude analytique et critique de la
philosophie sociale d’Ibn Khaldoun’, as well
as a doctorat d’ Etat in the following year. He
also married his French reader, and had a
daughter and a son with her.

Back in Egypt, he became Professor of
Ancient History in his home university in
1919, then Professor of Arabic Literature in
1925, and was the first Egyptian to become
Dean of the Faculty of Arts in 1930. But his Fi
al-Shi‘r al-Jahilt (1926), which questioned the
authenticity of pre-Islamic poetry, had
religious implications which caused storms of
protest. It was banned and he was tried for
apostasy, but not convicted. Nevertheless, the
controversy and his involvement in party
politics led to his dismissal from government
service in 1932, In 1940, he was elected to the
Academy of the Arabic Language, and even-
tually became its President. He returned to a
succession of educational posts in 1942, inter-
spersed with non-governmental activities.
Between 1946 and 1949, he ran a publishing
house, al-Katib al-Misri, which issued a per-
iodical of the same name. He reached the
apogee of his public career as Minister of
Education in the last Wafdist Government
(1950-2). During his tenure, he greatly
expanded the state school system, at the same
time giving effect to a popular measure he had
long advocated: the abolition of school fees.
He had also been instrumental in the creation
of two new universities.

Even in his student days, Taha Husayn had
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mep, en invaluable aid to the stadent not
found in Roolvink; further, the Hazard
scheme shows at & glance the relation botween
the Islamiec, Christian, and pagan countries
at the given dates, which is not sc easy to
discover in the new compilation.

On the score of general reliability, Dr. Rool-
vink’s atlas must be given high marks. Among
a few errors in detail, easily remedied in a
later edition, we might note the following :

The first map on p. 11 gives-& very erroneous
idea of Spain in the second half of the ninth
century ; the Umayyad Caliphate was by no
means the compact unit suggested here, being
torn by civil wars and rebeilions, the indication
of which would have afforded & more striking
contrast with the next map of the Spain of
al-Mangitr (which incidentally fails to show the
extent of the Umayyad influence in Maghrib
at this time)., Onp. 13 the Buwayhid dominions
shouid extend over the Persian Guif to include
Oman. On p. 15 the * Territorice under the
suzerainty of Mahmid of Ghazna’' shouid
certainly include Khwarizm; presumably the
map was based on the one illusirating Nazim’s
Mahmid of Ghazna, but a reading of the text
of that book would have shown that the
author’'s map is in error on this point. On
p. 20 an ancient mistake is recorded yet once
again, when the boundary of the Anatolian
Seljugs in the .early thiiteenth century is
placed too far to the south-west; it first
appears in the great Spruner-Menke Hand-
Atlas of 1880, and has been repeated by
nearly every mapmaker since, despite the
detailed correction made in 1934 by Professor
Wittek in his monograph, Das Fiirstentum

* Mentesche. On p. 30, an overcrowded map of
Ottoman expansion wrongly marks Ragusa
as belonging to Venice, and the maps on
pp. 31 and 34 suggest that Tabriz and
Adharbayjan were Ottoman continuously from
1514 until 1603.

We may now consider how far the atlas
achieves the purpose of its ereators. If this
is to trace the politicai changes in the Islamic
state-complex, the maps are useful and instruc-
tive, though there are certain striking omis-
sions ; for instance, a general map of the
Muslim world is lacking, the Sudan receives
no treatment before i880, North Africa none
between 1270 and 1520 (so-that the important
dynasties of the Marinids, Ziyamids, and
Hafside are unmentioned), and the Khanates
of the Golden Horde and Kazan are entirely
ignored.

If, however, we look in this atlas for that
expression of ‘the dynamies of Islamic
history ’ which the compilers have hoped to
give, we shall be disappointed. They say that
they would ‘have preferred to devote more
consideration to various aspects of Isiamic
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history—cultural developments, for example °.
A pity, then, that these wishes did not carry
the day. For this work is not an atias * of the
Muslim peoples * at all. To fulfil sach an aim,
and to be of real benefit to the student, it
ought to contain () an adequate indication of
the movement of peoples and tribes, particu-
larly in portraying a history in whick such a
large part is played by nomads; (&} the full
treatment of such vital features of Islam as the
pilgrim-routes, and the spread and distribu-
tion of heresies; and (c) at least onc iarge-
scale map of each importent area in such
sufficient detail as to illustrate the works and
routes of the leading Muslim historians, geo-
graphers, and travellers,

Political changes such as those on which this
book concentrates can often be effectively
shown either by superimposing boundaries as
at different dates on one map, or by the use of
several small insets on one page. So, for
instance, the three pages devoted to the
Tahirids, Ikhshidids, Saffarids, Talunids, and
Saminids might have been compressed into
one, and a more ruthless exercise of this
device might have freed a number of pages
for such a combination of imagination and
genuine scholarship as would have given us,
say, several large-soale maps showing the entire
Islamic world during the fourteenth century,
an invaluable and much-needed illustration of
the works, times, and travels of Ibn Battita,
Ibn-Khaldiin, and their contemporaries.

DONALD PITCHER

Pierre Cacmia: Tahd Husayn:@ his
place tn the Eqyptian lilerary renais-
sance. ix, 260 pp. London: Luzac
& Co., Ltd., 1956. 30s.

After o slightly unpromising opening.
Dr. Cachia sets before us an unusually candid
survey of Taha Husain and his manifold
activities, literary, social, and political. He
haa succeeded in creating & very readable book
of reasonable size out of a welter of material.
Much value lies in thwt part of the survey
which treats of Tahs Husain's activities since
1945, when so rapid a development has taken
place of the Arabic-speaking world, where his
writings are so widely read, his opinion so
highly considered, for Taha Husain is the
acknowledged doyen of contemporary Arabic
letters, directly interested in and affected by
current world events, especially those reiating
to Egypt.

While sympathetic, Dr. Cachia does not
withhold criticism, and Taha Husain's weak-
nesses, his inconsistencies, the derivativs
nature of eo many of his theories and ideas,
his misapplication of his borrowings, and his



"-Soww\g&\ ogﬁ \kaok Lﬁe\m\%@/ C@/i (1%‘30)/3, 40 -9% ( Lesden)

90 REVIEWS  “TAH & Hos sy

Fepwa Mavri-DoucLas, Blindness and Autobiography: Al-Ayyam of Taha
Husayn. Princeton University Press, 1988. Pp. xi+ 200.

In the introduction to her book the author laments the fact that ‘in European
languages there are no monographic studies devoted to individual works of
modern Arabic literature’, the implication being that her present study is
intended to be a first step to remedy this deficiency. While we should certainly
welcome Dr. Malti-Douglas’ effort, it is only fair to point out that in English
alone there are at least two such works: Roger Allen’s excellent 4 Study of al-
Muwaylih’s Hadith “Isa ibn Hishdm (State University of New York Press, 1974)
and the volume devoted to al-Tayyib Salih’s Season of Migration to the North
(Mawsim al-Hijra ila *I-Shamal)y—A Casebook, edited by M. T. Amyuni, published
by AUB in 1985, albeit a study by several hands.

Armed with a vast amount of reading on the twin subjects of blindness and
autobiography, Dr. Malti-Douglas sets out to produce a structuralist study of
the three volumes of Taha Husayn’s autobiography. The book is symmetrically
arranged: it is divided into two parts, with five chapters each. Part I is entitled
Blindness and Society: in the first three chapters she traces what she describes
as Taha Husayn’s Recognition of his blindness in Volume I of al-dyyam, his
Conflict with society in Volume II and the Resolution of this conflict in the third
and last volume. In the last two chapters she deals respectively with the theme
of Power and the Traditional/Modern, East/West antitheses. Part II, entitled
Blindness and Writing, analyses the text of Taha Husayn’s autobiography
under the following headings: Narration; Blind Writing and Blind Rhetoric;
Humor; Narrative Technique; Time.

Blindness and Autobiography is a serious study of the three volumes of Taha
Husayn’s autobiography, based on close textual reading and stylistic analysis,
but, alas, in total isolation from his other literary works. Besides rectifying
errors in Edward Said’s unscholarly remarks on the subject (in his Beginnings),
the book is full of insights which shed considerable light on the text. It is
illuminating particularly on the relation between what she calls personal blind-
ness and social blindness. She sensitively traces Taha Husayn’s reluctant
recognition of his personal blindness which begins to be squarely faced
remarkably late in the narrative (in Vol. I):

Once this personal blindness has been clearly situated, however, the cen-
t.ral prpblem of social blindness can be posed: the young man’s identifica-
tion with the social category and the social roles of the blind in Egypt. (p.
31)

In the second volume this awareness of blindness is used ‘as the basis for the
forceful presentation of the conflict between social and personal blindness’ (p.
40), while the resolution to this conflict is triumphantly achieved in the third
volume, but not without the sort of tension which ‘rescues the autobiography
from being the sentimental or maudlin work that its subject matter might other-
wise have made it’ (p. 184), in other words from being a cheap success story,
‘a naively optimistic children’s story, showing that all things turn out for the
best and that any problem can be conquered with sufficient will’.

Dr. Malti-Douglas has interesting things to say about Taha Husayn’s choice
of al-Ayyam as a title for his book, about the development of his relationship with
the blind Abbasid poet al-Ma‘arri, the significance of his attitude to eating in
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public: ““There could be no more alienating image than that of eating alone”’
in the modern Arab world (p. 172). Her remarks on the power implications in
the autobiographer’s different attitude to his educational environment in the
East and the West, are perceptive ‘‘in a way, the dichotomy of the East and the
West is like that of the sighted and the blind. The hero conquers his blindness
as he conquers the West”” (p. 88). She provides a full and detailed analysis of
Tiha Husayn’s verbal humour, although she is a little simplistic when she states
categorically that ““Humor in al-dyyam is never innocent’ (p. 143), and that “‘the
discourse of humor is subtle and transmits an ideological message. Laughter is
directed at traditional figures’’ (p. 140) but not at western orientalists. In fact,
Taha Husayn pokes fun at himself in Vol. L. It is not true that only in the Sor-
bonne he becomes ‘‘a potential subject for humor” (p. 142).

The book, however, has the weaknesses as well as the merits of the struc-
turalist approach. Often the exhausting stylistic analysis of narrative technique
is directed merely at the external features of the work, it does not seem to go
beyond the surface of writing. It is not always easy to see the point of the subtle
distinctions in her classification of the various types of narrative. At times, as
in her discussion of stylistic repetition, beneath a farrago of neo-scholastic
technical terms, she seemns to be doing no more than labouring the obvious. In
the course of the full and sophisticated description of the third-person narration
Dr. Malti-Douglas does not ask the question whether or not there were any
deeper unconscious reasons which impelled Taha Husayn to use this method of
narration. She is content with his conscious artistic motivation: ‘‘The sighted
narrator is a ruse on the part of a blind author to bypass his handicap in the
text when he desires’’. She does not ask why Taha Husayn should feel the need
to distance himself from his subject, why he should want ‘to place himself above
the text, when in fact he is quite involved in it’ (p. 112). '

Yet the clue, totally ignored, seems to be there in the account given on p. 73,
which is based on the recently published Memoirs of Suzanne Taha Husayn,
the author’s late widow, Maak, regarding the circumstances of his writing the
first volume of al-Ayyam, **The reaction that the work (his book on Pre-Islamic
Poetry) inspired shocked him ... and he did not understand it. He was attacked
in the newspapers, his life was threatened, and his health worsened. In order
for him *‘to conquer his bitterness and regain his health’’ he travelled to France,
to a village in the Haute-Savoie, in the company of his wife. It was there,
according to her account, that he wrote, in nine days, the book entitled al-
Ayyam’’. This is surely the background against which al-Ayyam must be seen.
Taha Husayn was a man with an extraordinarily developed sense of destiny
who, as I have tried to show (in Modern Arabic Literature and the West) from the
very beginning of his literary career, viewed himself primarily as someone with
a message and an important role to play in the cultural history of his country.
He was therefore understandably bitterly disappointed at the reaction to his
work on Pre-Islamic Poetry, at finding his mission apparently in ruins. What
could be more natural for such a man, in this state of despair than to take stock
of his life, not so much to find out where he has gone wrong as primarily in an
attempt to derive solace and courage to, as his widow said, “‘conquer his bit-
terness and regain his health’’, and resume the fight. He had to convince himself
that all was not lost and that he had not done badly after all. In his pursuit of
consolation, going through the events of his early childhood, he tried to main-
tain a stoic stance. But the extent of pain and suffering he experienced in his
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CONTEMPORARY EGYPTIAN AUTHORS. II

TAHA HUSAYN

Taha Husayn ! is a recognized doyen of Egyptian littérateurs. Blind
from childhood, he has risen to a place of brilliance in the literary
world of the Middle East. Judging from the opinion of  Arabic
readers, Taha Husayn is the best writer of Arabic in the twentieth
century and his autobiography, Al-Ayyam, is the most esteemed book.
One cannot but admire this village boy who, having never seen 2
printed page, is now the unsurpassed master of the Arabic language.
There is, indeed, a touch of genius in him. :

Taha Husayn is highly cultured, having received an excellent
education in both the East and the West. He is widely read and his
memory is filled with the literature of these two cultures. To under-
stand him we must recognize that his literary career is the combina-
tion of eastern and western ideas. We should remember that he is a
product of =Al-Azhar and the Sorbonne; that he memorized the
Quran, the Alfiyya of Ibn Malik and many other Arabic classics,
as well as gaining a first-rate knowledge of Greek and Latin: that
his mind was nurtured on Quranic commentaries, Mubarrad’s Kamil
and the prose of Al-Jihiz as well as French literature which he came
to know so well; that his memory was filled with the songs and
“scenes” and sadness of an Egyptian village as well as those of the
avenues of Paris: that-he was influenced by Abi al-<Ala°al-Ma‘ari
(blind sceptic poet of the 11th century) and challenged the validity
of some sacred literary standards and yet wrote such books as A4l
Famish al-Sirah and Al-Wea'd al-Haqq (books romanticizing early
Islamic times). It is from this rich background that the literary genius
of Taha Husayn has flowered. Seeking neither to cut himself off
from his literary past nor to eschew the West, he has drunk deeply
from both sources. His writing has the directness and simplicity of
western literature. His mind reveals attitudes of critical analysis and
forth-rightness characteristic of the West. Yet he has not been led
into the mistake of many modern writers, that of attempting to write
Arabic as if it were French. Rather, he has taken much from his
Islamic past. The depth of connotation and richness of the tone char-
acteristic of his writing comes from the fact that his amazingly tena-
cious memory is filled with the classics of Arabic literature. Out of
this richness he writes with a clarity and charm unequaled in the
Arab world. .

In Taha Husayn we find the master of Arabic prose style, a leader
of intellectual movements in the Middle Fast and a pioneer in the
application of scientific methods to the study of Arabic literature:

1 This spelling is used at the author’s wish, instead of Husain, which conforms
to this journal's normal transliteration.
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Georges May, Les Mi”e et une Nuits d’Antoine Galland ou le chef-d’euvre invisible.
Paris, P.U.F. (coll. Ecrivains), 1986. 13 x 22 cm., 247 p.

L’auteur dit explicitement (p. 76) qu’il ne connait pas D’arabe, Aussi ’objet de son étude
n’est-il pas P’examen de la traduction des Mille et une Nuits par Galland mais le statut de
« chef-d’ceuvre frangais » qu'il attribue 2 Pouvrage et dont la critique ne se serait pas apergue.

La premiére partic expose les raisons de cette inadvertance des critiques pour qui reste
«invisible » un recueil universellement célébre dans sa « mise en frangais » de contes arabes
(et cette universalité ne permet pas de parler de « chef-d’ceuvre inconnu »), et toujours peu ou
mal mentionné dans les histoires de la littérature. Pour G. May, les dates de parution (1704
a 1717) situent les Mille et une Nuits de Galland 3 la jonction chronologique de deux siécles,
sorte de point aveugle habituellement négligé par les historiens de la littérature, inconsciemment
respectueux de la traditionnelle division de Ihistoire littéraire en siécles autonomes. De plus,
P'euvre, plaisante et pleine de fantaisie, fut spontanément adoptée et gofitée par un public
féminin, et aussitét- considérée comme un « amusement pour dames», ce qui la dévalorisait
pour plus de deux siécles dans Pesprit de critiques rassis. )

La deuxiéme partie du livre, beaﬁcoup plus longue, dégage les qualités qui font de Iceuvre
un « chef-d’ceuvre » selon G. May. Elles se situent dans ce que la critique orientaliste reproche
le plus amérement 4 Galland, c’est-a-dire dans les « écarts » et les libertés qu’il prend avec le
texte arabe, dans. les contes qui semblent &tre des pastiches, dans le plan imposé a I’ceuvre,
et dans la conclusion inventée (cf. p. 157-160).

La démonstration de G. May est trés polémique, savante et agréable & suivre. Elle se cons-
truit sur une analyse intertextuelle, solidement documentée et mende avec humour. Mais,
curieusement, elle néglige un point pourtant essentiel pour emporter la conviction du lecteur :
’analyse de cette « prose élégante » que le commentatenr admire et ne se contraint pourtant
pas & examiner. Or on peut se demander si la midvrerie méme de Pécriture et la rhétorique
fleurie du style n’expliqueraient pas les réserves des critiques. Faute d’une analyse de la forme
francaise des Mille et une Nuits de Galland, le lectenr a du mal 4 se laisser convaincie de la
valeur de « chef-d’ceuvre » de ces « contes des Arabes mis en frangais », selon le premier
sous-titre adopté par Galland et modifié par la suite en « contes des Mille et une Nuits
par A. Galland ».

Or les Mille et une Nuits, dans leur rédaction arabe méme, ont été boudées par la critique
et elles le sont encore, en dépit de quelques exceptions (Suhayl Qalamawi, Alf layla wa layla,
Le Caire, 1966, et I'important Kitdb alf layla wa layla min usalihi Iarabiyya Lala, de Muhsin
Mahdi, Leyden, 2 vol. 1984(Y). Longtemps les Nuits ont représenté un genre « mineur » pour
les Arabes, issu de la littérature populaire et des contes des veillées et dont I’écriture dialecta-
lisante a rebuté les lettrés insuffisamment formés 2 gofiter et 3 analyser une forme aussi peu
«noble ». De plus, aujourd’hui encore, et plus qu’autrefois peut-étre, la crudité du vocabulaire
et les descriptions sexuelles ont installé I’idée de 1'« immoralité » des récits et expliquent le rejet

, traduits

) Cf. supra. p. 15.

systématique de I'euvre par les mi}ieux d’ou]émgs et de lettrés arabes qui « expurgent » les
édizn;aﬁnioglig I’analyse stylistique restent & combler. Il n’en c;emeure )I:tas mc?ins ci::r 1;0{111;
ide é de Galland et du contexte socio-culture
;’ré;gqucll: (r}g;p?g::;tf inzaczcﬁfiiszi‘;ie i:;;::gzsaui reih:chles surtles ﬁﬁiria;::eznlzogiazzi
, i i i eurs
(’( tr'addu ites]»’ fhf/setr-:e—j llr:n;liis 1Zumnj$§iil.atll,:: pif:esc?izt;Z:;Zine;o?:miquesqde G. ’May rendent
:zztétzzi :;réable et souvent amusante & lire, ce gui n’est pas son moindre mérite.

Nada TOMICHE
(Université de Paris III)

Suzanne TAHA HUSAYN, Ma'ak. Traduction arabe de Badr al-Din ‘Ariddaki revue par
Mahx;lﬁd Alinin al-*Alim, Le Caire. Dar al-ma‘arif, 1979. 19,5 x 13,5 cm., 204 p.

Mme Taha Husayn, la veuve du célébre écrivain égyptien, a écrit un ?wre intéressant et ssuvenr
émouvant, Ellé, I’avait rédigé en frangais mais n’a pu trouver d’éditeur. Heurensemen dpou
ous son manuscrit a &té traduit en arabe, et Clest de cete traduction que nous rendrons
n .
compte ici. . leménne
L(l))rsque son mari s’éteint le 3 ramadan / 28 octobre 1973 a 'age de 83.ans, alors fluheﬂe m; t
a 80, Suzanne T.H. a ce mot terrible : «la tiche que j’ai accomplie sans relache ;lien San
en H. a | 4 - pencen!
56 ans ;st devenue sans objet ». Et c’est le 9 juillet 1975 qu’elle décide de racor’nter TE a "
témoignage n’apporte aucune révélation mais fournit & des faits trés connus par ailleurs u
é
éclairage trés suggestif. , ' o
« Avic toi », rappelons-le, est le titre de cette évocation dont le premier intéref, en~e§ct,
, *était é sion
est son caractére persomnel, intime. En épousant un aveugle, Suzanne s’était 1m;1:rse :ia n;xs i !
. i i ipe onne;
i "ai 4 surmonter son infirmité pour lui permetire de
de le servir constamment, de l’aider & sw onte i i
toute sa mesure. Trés vite elle Jui devient indispensable. Tout passe I?ar elle. Leur entegts
rofonde facilite les choses : ils sont tous deux passionnés de musique classique et de promena 'e
zn montagne. Méme sur le plan religieux, elle chrétienne et lui musulman semplent commun.n?f
dans la méme foi — et I’on comprend qu’ils aient entretenu avec Louis Massignon une amitié
an ; ! . !
de quarante-cing ans. Ti est cependant un domaine ou elle ne peut l'aider, celui de la ]aligze
. - i Stai is mé ai t au courant de
o i i i d’un secrétaire. Mais méme 12 il la me
arabe ol il doit recourir aux services is mé ‘ - 2 &
ses projets, de ses publications. Elle se retrouve en premiére ligne dés qu’il doit lereF faclté
2 . 3 ’ . rer Cu 3
ses obligations sociales, souvent importantes, s’agissant d’un h(?mme quia e?e (}oyen L f: a .
ministre de 1"Instruction Publique, et que son activité scientifigue amenait & participer a
i écepti ‘elle a organisées,
éuni i Elle rappelle donc les réceptions gu'e
nombreuses réunions internationales. . : i \
‘ celles ol elle 1’a accompagné. Elle ne cache pas qu’il lui est souvent arrivé de s en‘nuye’z s;uet
femme au milieu de cercles d’hommes qui, méme lorsqu’ils s’expriment en fran;a.ls,. df attens
de sujets qui ne la passionnent guére. Au lieu de I’ennui, c’est parfois la frayeur qui s’empare
) . "ane
delle, ainsi ce jour de 1948 ol elle le voit seul, vulnérable, sur une estrade au cours d’un



b

t
aE

.

3

S
Lo b

&

_— 3 3‘ v
Lyea) = f.»r MJ
WUM o ..M@, wf e A ' Fa
¢ Y\?..‘ ~y . - &m N nw\ o —
Y 4 ) % -\: '3 s :»J
.\.uu I “Bu T “
[T e g & e
\ e
& o T 45 Ve
. za 1y « t\m . tu »..K\ uuﬂ
&/. vlu\m /e} Y o sl isJ
. - £ - 4 -
3 N g s oy -%
% - ks N sy bty
: S T B L .
7 % o _ : T 50
¥ b4 v - | M
: R T S 5 :
w A ot SRR , 23y o
] DY 4 = - o i o ./ ~
: I OO @ e -
& o LW3 vy -
2 z = ~ M&. i m o2 n.N;
T w / \;, TR e b 7
b & Y 5 e o “Fa .
2 7 o€ s Y a i
H : Y. _— L N o —a
3 - o
W = v \WJ m i - N
5 ) - 7 < —
H yo= oD RN 4
g { e N - i
Wn - SO, h g- - R MJ
3 st 3 L 4 i
z K ),dcw v bl
3 5 o -3
% A e _
m i " a el hd
M_ & o' = —— S
b4 S F/\@ ) -
w.. el L k ERt _
2 , ! 0 HJ c.v 3 0w iy
7 “w LR )

I

Sa
i

E 3

oz
[

-

L%ﬁ

f\..u.

t u:\...;-
i

3

%

1

.
=

Pt



14V ) YAAY e O b

/]
/o
L‘-lJT) ;:'.{jdl Lt L_j (upr.'}-‘) el)_):Sa ;’? ‘/[/%Vif& rj
KPR PN ST

s il o ntlr SIS - (O o el B LW L o
[ TR U POV WP VED [ IS laie Sl sy (D] )
C\‘“A“ i i (r)uJ__..jJ‘,_.ajl_, LSl Gy dhasze G P"""Js'b uJJI
Sy Y 40,55y W, o ey <.....u Gy ol IS Gsds of el by “_Is
sl e o ol e o ST G b L 0] g, s £
e bpdle e O] B IS JLEl o bn cajie B U1 Dols dugls inis e s
I o S G b e 1530 ] L Of Oy 1400 04T s
|,.,1 L;u@sdtun Wyo Oly 8 fudj S pae 3 lyile o)
650 OLS Gl O Gag Saa Sy b ol sy cailadsy Sl a
o S 1oV el 0,55 oy a-bbwjamfﬂl&cﬁ_)wbb
oS bbb st Y 0,55 - ngJJT‘SJJ Ul a3y Lo, G5
NN A1 CH _(.‘)«_)L_;dda.,a.o‘}.S\) I Jet Y gJ....MJJ.MrJ LSJ;—-quJALm
b reasly S il L ‘AaLm.«ungJJIJuJLeJIA_.JLLS ead) 2L
Vi 2l ) F,.?-_,li ((al..ﬂll sl u.u.ag.l__q-mﬁ).pl Jsa 1Sy € |u,.:;

Ve o e db Ul (V)

Taha Hussein: Au deld du N, Introduction par Jacques Berque, p.19. ()

Y e R s G L e ) (1)

Y e o e gt e (D)

Y e ?é.JtUﬁguzﬂlS\.. :Jx.all.x,;C)La 2)

SYY e c(VAVE GBI 8y Vo g il e LBl bS5 e b 1 el 5 52 (7)
Raymond Francis: Itinéraire de Taha Hussein’, in: La Nouvelle Revue du Caire, Vol. )
1(1975), p.46.

VE4

L

22 ¥ / ﬁwfw

r;’/f AéLA

t;f‘ﬂ ;/ffw Ay

Pl
,>

&jﬁw.fﬁf



Albert Hourani

TR 4

ENVIRV R YRS L

PROBLEMS OF THE MODERN
MIDDLE EAST IN
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

ESSAYS IN HONOUR OF
ALBERT HOURANI

Edited by John P. Spagnolo

Published for
The Middle East Centre
St Antony’s College Oxford
y Ithaca Press

Turkiye Diyanst Vakii Reading 1992

tskam Arapurmatan Merkezi
#ituphanest

. Demirbay MNe: i 'M/" u)’ju}

954 .3

Tasa ~o°
PO .M

104 M. Gilsenan

who were being institutionally schooled displeased their seniors who
found it improper, out of order, a discordant rather than a harmonious
event. The modes of shooting the rifles and pistols were diametrically
opposed, regulated on the one hand and arbitrary on the other, as
confusing and confused as had been the procession. The juniors tried
to create their own ‘official’ practice, and produced incoherence.

What were the rules, the right forms and modes for this most
solemn public occasion? Who might assert them and ensure their
performance? What signs, linguistic and other, were to be used to what
purposes and with what effects?

I think that the social incoherence of the funeral can be taken as an
illustration of very powerful and significant problems around the
central idea of nizam in this society. Men were coming to different
kinds of self-consciousness which arose in multiple and changing ways
within the practices of the everyday world, modifying and being
modified in the process. There was much reflection upon the world,
upon individual and collective identities, and upon the ways in which
men could and should narrate, perform, represent and speak that
world or worlds. Such speaking was heterogeneous, there was a
plurality of voices in an often ironically inflected series of social
discourses and relations of power and status.

The peripheral place of the Akkar in changing national and wider
contexts was fraught with implications for everyone for whom ‘the
village’ and the region were important social references. Nizam, its
nature, forms, perhaps even its possibility, was in question. Only three
years after I concluded my fheldwork the phrase nizam ma fi was to
takf: on another relevance whose brutality wounded and disfigured an
entire society.

CHAPTER SIX
TAHA HUSAYN: THE CRITICAL SPIRIT
- ITbrahim 1. Ibrahim

Taha Husayn, born in 1889, lived a full life as a great Egyptian
intellectual, writer and critic, to which he added educator, planner and
visionary. Until his death in 1973, he challenged the status quo,
incurring the ire of Egyptians and Muslims with his radical views
about culture and society. He expressed these views in such renowned,
but controversial, works as Fi al-Adab al-Jahili {On Pre-Islamic
Literature], published in 1926, and Mustagbal al-Thagafah fi Misr
[The Future of Culture in Egypt], published in 1938. He also lefrus a
valuable record of his own life. Six years before his death he published
A Passage to France, the third and final volume of his Al-Ayyam [The
Days], an autobiographical trilogy. Remarkably, it had been almost
forty years since the publication, in the late 1920s, of the first volume,
An Egyptian Childhood, followed by a second volume, Stream of Days,
some years later.?

The three volume Al-Ayyam is an important work, not only for its
literary and artistic value, but also because it illuminates two hives—
that of a brilliant, unconventional and influential intellectual, and that
of Egypt itself during the tumultuous first 70 years of the twentieth
century. Husayn's writings both spell out his thinking on the role of
education in his society and mirror the growth and development of
education in Egypt. For education was a personal interest and a
professional concern that stayed with him until the end of his days. He
wrote variously of student life at the Azhar, criticizing the state of
education at the medieval university and deriding the intrigues of his
teachers, the shaikhs, and also of the beginnings of modern university
life and the growth of secular learning at the new university in Ca