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372 CHAPTER 3
the letter ¢.543 Moreover, no distinction is made in the same gafiya between
geminated and ungeminated words (cf sabb, dabb and gabb with sa’h, ‘atb and '
nahb),5* since both types are of the same gdfiya (i.e. can occur as last words
in the same poem). These principles of arrangement provide yet another
argument in favor of the existence of a firm link betweéen poetry and the rise
of the thyme system. Two other features of al-Tagfiya are also significant in
this respect. The first is that it cites only lexical items (exclusively nouns and

MUGANNAS (SEMASIOLOGICAL) LEXICA
4.2 Tag al-luga wa-sahah al-‘Arabiyya (al-Sahah/al-Sihah) by Gawhart .
(d. c.q00/1010) :
This lexicon is a major milestone in the lexicographical tradition not only
because of its arrangement but also because of its author’s attempt to include
in it only material which he deems to be correct. In the words of Blachére,
it represents “presque une révolution dans Ihistoire de lalexicologje arabe”55

Forat least four centuries, i.e. until Firiizabadi (d. 817/1415) authored al-Qamiis

373-- 3814

verbal nouns), but not roots. Had roots been cited instead, or had they been al-muhit, it was the standard work, that is, the most widely used lexicon, and, . =
placed at the beginning of each entry (i.e. to be followed by their derivatives), according to Zabidi (d. 1205/1790), continued to be so even after the most ¢~ E‘
search for the required rhyming words would have become more difficult. comprehensive lexica, such as al-Lisan and al-Qdmis were authored .55 To < i};
Secondly, Bandanigi frequently includes within each group commonly used compare it with works on Hadit having comparable titlesSs2 - its authoritative- ?1 1
words and does not explain them, e.g. sabth, malih, Sahih, sahth, madih, nagih, ness in its field matched that of the Sahths of Bubard (d. 256/870) and Muslim rr ‘; fé
qabih, dabth, Jarih and sa%, bidd's, idd‘e, jamaa, $afd'a, mana'e, idd', isa‘, 2)(/ [ (d. 261/875) in theirs. Yet it should be remembered that in the two most impor- E-r% :Ej’:
$agiaa.545 Such words — which Bandanigi depicts in the introduction as both ) tant aspects of his lexicon, i.e. arrangement and correctness of lexical items, g '["f
eloquent and understood by the generality of people (al-kalam alfasth alladi Fo Gawhar did not start from scratch; rather, he developed or standardized cer- - O=
layaghaluhu l-‘awamm)546 — are apparently included not for any semantic rea- %» tain lexicographical principles established by earlier scholars. (7_;_‘: =7
son, but in order to increase the corpus of rhyming words from which the user Previous attempts at arranging lexical items according to the last letters have % g

= Z

can choose. Yet irrespective of whether Bandanigi indeed adopted the rhyme
system primarily as an aid to poets and writers of thymed prose, his book does
indeed provide such aid to the user who needs it.

Apart from ITbn al-Sikkit's Isldh al-mantig, whose influence on al-Taqfiya
was demonstrated above, Bandanifi derives some of his material from Halil's
(d. 175/791) K. al-#4yn, Abt ‘Ubayd’s (d. 224/838) Garib al-Hadit, and several of
Ibn Qutayba’s (d. 276/889) works, but does not acknowledge these sources.>*7
Asfor $awdihid, the lexicon includes 250 Quranic verses, 121 hadits and atars,548

and 3,354 lines of poetry (including ragaz), but only fourteen references to dia-
lectal usage.>49 Coen T Yswaos s

already been discussed.553 In the earliest of these attempts — Ibn al-Sikkit's
(d. 244/858) lengthy chapter on fa?and fa‘alin Islah al-mantiq and Bandanigi’s
al-Taqfiya — lexical items are arranged based on final letter only, but whereas
Ibn al-Sikkit’s items are not arranged according to the ’, b, t, t system, al-Taqfiya
consists of twenty-eight chapters, successively arranged from ’ to y. The next
stage in the development of the thyme system is associated with Diwdn al-
adab by Ishaq b. Ibrahim al-Farabi (d. 350/ 961), who for the first time, as far as
we know, also took into consideration the first and then the second radical of
the roots of the cited words. Yet the many sections and subsections into which
\ Novon « Diwan al-adab is divided based on morphological grounds®** dictated that the
one who seeks a certain word first should determine under which verbal or

nominal pattern to look, and then alphabetically search for the radical of that
word within the chapter devoted to that pattern. GawharT’s greatest contribu-
tion is that he adopted in the arrangement of roots a single criterion, namely,

543 1bid, 342.
Ibid 0§o¢8’2’ . . e 7 Tl ot
544 Ibid. 127131 the sequence of their radicals, starting (as did Farabi) with the last, then the
545 Ibid, 269, 563-564. first, and then the intermediate radicals (e.g. 3 +1+2in triliterals; 4 + 1+ 2 + 3
546  Ibid, 37. i
547 For specific examples, see ‘Atiyya (1976: 303-305); see also Al Yasin (1980: 289—291) for
scholars quoted by Bandanii as well as scholars later than him but whose names occur 550 Blachére (1975: 27-28).
in comments incorporated into al-Tagfiya’s text. 551 Zabidi, Tag, Introduction ], 13.
548 This relatively large number of fadits is in line with our previous argument (see above, 552 Note that Zabidi (ibid,, loc. cit.) points out that GawharT's condition of correctness for
29-30) that early lexicographers did not share the restrictions laid by early grammarians including material in al-Sahah is equivalent (nazir) to Buhar’s method in his Sahih.
on quoting Had. ‘ 553 Cf.above, 363-366.
549 The numbers cited above are based on al-Tagfiya’s indices, 713-777. 554 Cf. above, 262~263.

- — —— 2o

| Remzi Baalbaki, The Arabic lexicographical tl;adition: from t e an/ 8th
| to the 12th/18th century, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2015. ISAM DN. 252632.
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— Academic American Encyclopedia, (V.6), Princeton, New Jersey,
U.S.A,, 1980.

— Collier's Encyclopedia, V.8,14. Macmillan Educational
corporation, New York, P.F. Collier.

— Collins Large Print English Dictionary, Editor in Chief, David B.
Guralink, 1980, First published in this edition, William Collins Sons
and Company, Glasgow , Great Britain.

— Everyman’s Encyclopaedia, (V.4), Fifth Edition, London, J.M. Dent
and Sons Ltd., 1967.

- Encyclopaedia Britannica, (V.5), founded 1768, 15th Edition,
Helen Hemingway Publisher, 1973 - 1974.

- New Age Encyclopedia, (V.6), 1980.

~ The Oxford English Dictionary, (V.1,3,6), Editted by, James A.H.
Murray, Henry Bradely, W.A. Graicie, C.T. Onions, Oxford, At the
Clarendon Press, Third Edition.

— Waebster's Third New International Dictionary. - Unbridged -,
Copyright, 1971, By : G. And C. Merriam Co., U.S.A.
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CHAPTER SIX

THE RHYME ARRANGEMENT: THE “SAHAH” OF
AL-JAUHARI

Al-Khalil's anagrammatical dictionary arrangement was not serious-
ly challenged for two-hundred years. It is true that his contemporary,
Abd ‘Amr al-Shaibani, had, in a vague groping way, given an indi-
cation of the modern arrangement of the first letter in his “Kitib
al-Jim”, but he had not been imitated by compilers of large-scale
dictionaries 1. Towards the end of the Fourth Century of the Hijra,
Ibn Faris pushed it a staée further in his two dictionaries, the
“Mujmal” and the “Maqayis” 2. At roughly the same period an-
other scheme was devised—the rhyme arrangement, by which roots
were listed according to their final radials. This system was de-
stined to hold sway in the Arab world until the Nineteenth Cen-
tury, and even to influence iexicographers in Persian and Turkish;
though Ibn Firis’s method found some supporters, especially among
writers of specialised dictionaries of religious language. The credit
far having invented the rhyme order is usually given to al-Jauhari—
Abi Nasr Ismait ibn Hammad al-Firabi al-Jauhari (died not later
then 398/1007) 3. In fact, however, he had been anticipated in both
Hebrew and Arabic. An Egyption Jew, Sa‘diya ibn Yisuf al-Fayyiimi
(892-942 A.D.) compiled a Hebrew dictionary called the “Agron” 4,
It was in two parts; the first arranged according to initial letters,
and the second according to finals—that is, in rhyme order. Sa‘diya
definitely intended his second part to help poets with their rhymes.
There is no evidence that al-Jauhari knew of this work, though this
is not absolutely outside the bounds of possibility. A. B. Keith also
mentions the arrangement of words according to their final consonants

1 See Chapter 8.

2 [bid.

3 For biographical details, see the following: Bughya, 195; Ibn al-Anbari,
Nuzhar al Alibba®, 418-442; Qifti, 1, 104-8; Darwish, 91-98; also the Intro-
ductory w~olume (Mugaddima) to, Ahmad ¢Abd al-Ghaffar's edition of the
Sahah, Cairo 1375/1956. The Biliq edition of the Sahah also contains an intro-
duction, by Nasr Abi I-Wafi> Hirini.

4-See Chapter 10.
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THE RHYME ARRANGEMENT @

as being one of the many different systems used in Sanscrit diction-
aries 5, but he does not specify the dates of such works, and they
may be later than al-Jauhari, Much more to the point is the fact that
al-Jauhari studied under his maternal uncle, Abii Ibrihim Ishiq ibn
Ibrahim al-Farabi (died 350/961), and the latter had used the rhyme
order. This was in a vocabulary entitled “Diwin al-Adab". Al-Farabi
divided his work into six books :—sound or regular roots; doubled
roots; roots with a weak initial radical; the triliteral; the quadriliteral;
and the hamzated. Each book was in two parts, one for nouns, the
other for verbs. Then each of these parts was divided into chapters
according to word-forms. Within these chapters, words were arranged
in alphabetical order according to the last radical. Thus, the rhyme
order was only used in subsections, not as the basis of the book.
The plan is complicated, and has some of the faults of al-Khalil
and Ibn Duraid, especially the separation of roots according to the
number of radicals, Still, it may have suggested the rhyme order to
al-Jauhari.

Al-Jauhari, the “wonder of his age” according to al-Qifti and al-
Suyiiti, was born in Firdb (modern Otrab) in Transoxiana. But we
are informed that he preferred travel to settled life, and, after stu-
dying under his uncle loally, he went to Baghdad. There he studied
philology under Abi °Ala® al-Firisi (288-356 A.H.) and Abd Sa‘id
al-Sirafi (284-368). He became famous as a calligrapher as well as
a lexicographer. Then he travelled to Arabia to perfect his knowledge
of Arabic, visiting the Hedjaz, and the lands of the Mudar and
Rabi‘a tribes. He returned to Khurisan, settling first in al-Dimighan,
and finally in Nisapiir. Here he produced his dictionary, “T3j al-lugha
wa Sahdh al-“Arabiya” (The crown of language and the correct of
Arabic), known briefly as the “Sahdh”. Rumour had it that he died
before completing the faircopy of the work, and that this was carried
out by his pupil, Abii Ishiq ibn Salih al-Warraq. We are given this
rumour as a reason for the apparent faults of the work—and here
we are reminded of the attributing of the faults of the “‘Ain” to
al-Laith. So perhaps the story should be taken with a “pinch of
salt” ! Al-Jauhari died in a remarkable fashion. It would appear that
his linguistic labours unhinged his mind, for one day he climbed to
the roof of the old mosque—or, perhaps, a house—in Nisapiir, and
lept to the ground, attempting to fly by using a pair of folding doors

8 History of Sanscrit Literalure.
8 cAttdr, op. cif., 80-82
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5. - HASAN IBN MO IBN  al- HASAN
ul-uAGHANI al-Takmila wal-dhayl wal-sila li-kitah taj al-logha
wa sihih al-* ambgyya édité avec introduction et notes. Le
Caire, Académie de lz langue arabe, 21 x 29 cm,, t. 1,
1970, par- ‘Abd al-‘Alim al- Idhawrz revisé par
‘A’Dd al-Hamid Hasan. Préface de Ibr. Madkour, 511
pages; t. 2, 1971 par Ibrahim al-Ibyari, revisé par Moh.
Khalafallah' Ahmad, 528 pages; T. 3, 1973, par Moh.
Abd 1-Fadl Ibmhnn revis€ par Moh. Mahd:‘Allam 540

" pages.

Dans la Préface (pp. 3-4), parue dans le tome premier, M. Madkour,
Président de VAcadémie de la langue arabe fait remarquer que la savante
société ne s’est pas contentée de proposer la publication de textes arabes
imnportants, comme K. ai-‘ayn @al-Khalil b. Ahmad, le X. al-Tahdhib
d’al-Azhari et Is2h al-Qor’dn de Aba Ja‘far al-Nahhis, et le Diwan d’al-
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