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7430 RAPHAEL, Sarah Kate. Climate and political Toten
climate: environmental disasters in the Medieval abra
Levant. Leiden: Brill, 2013 (Brill's Series in the /Foe ¢
History of the Environment, 3). 211 pp- The
twelfth and thirteenth centuries in the Levant saw a
substantial rise in the number of droughts.
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824 'MEYER, Birgit. Habitats and habitus: politics and
aesthetics of religious world-making. Orient
“Vabr e Bulletin: History, Society and Culture in Asia, the
4 Middle East and Africa, 23 (2012) pp. 2-3.
19205 Developing research that places Christian and Islamic
movements in one framework.
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NOTES AND REMARKS ON THE TABA'L
IN THE TEACHING OF AL-MATURIDI

Though the importance of the theology of al-Maturidi to the course
of the history of Islamic theology may be questioned — his followers
tended to remain in the eastern provinces where the school originated
and his wider influence and repute were scant enough that Thn Hazm,
al-Sahrastdni, and Ibn Haldfin do not trouble to mention him in
their accounts of the schools of kaldm* — he is nonetheless one of the
most inberesting of all the kaldm theologians. Even apart from its
inherent interest as a major attempt to formulate an Islamic theology,
his doctrine is of considerable importance for our understanding of
the history of the kaldm in the definitive period of its formation in
that it manifests a unique combination and synthesis of the diverse
elemnents and traditions out of which various thinkers had been, with

), greater success and less, trying to formulate a theology congenial to

Islam’s sense of its own belief.

One finds often repeated the assertion that al-Matoridi’s thought
is more alkin to that of the Mu‘tazila than that of al-A§‘ari: but there
has been almost no detailed investigation of any of the formal theore-
tical elements of his thonght so that the character and background of
his theology and its relationship to the other traditions of sunni
kaldm remain on the whole obscure. Hven a superficial reading of
the Katdb at-Tawhid, however, makes it clear that the author is, to

1 Of. D. B. Mcdonald, art. «al-Maturidis in EI. Modern scholarship has given him
correspondingly little attention, his major works remaining altogether unpublished until
several years ago.

2 Cf, e.g., J. Schacht, “New Sources for the History of Muhammadan Theology”.
Studia Islamica 1 (1953), 85.; L. Gardet and G. Anawati, Introduction & la théologie
musulmane (Paris, 1848), 60f.; and A. Ali in M.M. Sharif, 4 History of Muslim Philosophy
(Wiesbadén, 1963), 295 ff. pass. Though detailed research remains to do, it would seem
that these estimates rather neglect the very close relationship that exists between the
Af‘arite systems and the Bagra School of the Mu‘tazila, a kinship that becomes ail the
more apparent as one reads al-Maturidi. Whatever background he shares with or derives
from the Mu‘tazila is to be songht more with al-Ia'bi and the background of the Baghdad
tradition than with the Basrian school of abi Ha&im and his followers.
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formed ritual beating of drums and sang songs to eke

out a meagre wage. The drummers’ work in pre-

modern Syria, as clsewhere in the Middle East, was
treated as a demecaning profession (hufa dant’a).

Bibliography: Djahiz, Mandakib al-atrdk, in Rasa’il,

ed. Haron, Cairo 1964, i, 19, 53; Ibn al-Djawszi,

al-Muntazam, vii, 262, viii, 57, ix, 14; Hilal b.
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Thackston, Albany 1986, 45; Ibn al-Athir, Kamil,
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Bibl to TABL-KHANA. (M.A]J. Beg)

TABI® [sce vostal.

TABI‘A (a), literally “nature”, functional equiva-
lents fiha® and fab’, a term of Islamic science,
philosophy and theology. Numerous Arabic-writ-
ing authors have defined the term, and a first survey
shows that in a large number of cases these defini-
tons betray Aristotelian origins. In such cases, there-
fore, it would be legitimate to analyse {abi‘a in the
context of Aristotle’s ¢loig, a term usually translated
as “nature”, provided that the distinct and varying
conceptual range of the Arabic term 1s kept in view
and it is not considered identical to its Greek source.

I. Appropriations of the Greek ¢boig tra-
dition.

Ibn Sma [¢g.v.] writes in his K. al-Hudiid that “tabi‘a
is an essential first principle (mabda’ awwal) for the
essential movement of that in which it is present; in
short, for every essental change (faghayyur) and every
essential persistence (thabat)” (Rasa’il, Cairo 1326, 86;
cf. A-M. Goichon, Lexigue de la langue philosophique d’Ibn
Stnd, Paris 1938, 201). This is clearly an Anstotelian
defimition; in fact, in the ‘Uyan al-pikma, we find Ibn
Stna providing a fairly faithful Arabic paraphrase of
Aristode’s Physics, i1/, 192.b.20-3: “Tabia is a cause
(sabab = oitie) in that it is a certain essential princi-
ple (mabda® = dpyn) of motion and rest to that in
which it is inherent, essentially and not by accident”
{Arabic text in Goichon, 201). Similarly, to take an-
other example, the Ghdyat al-hakim of pseudo-Maslama
b. Ahmad al-Madjriti [g.v.] also defines fabi‘a as a
cause and an essential principle; and in conformity
with Aristotle it is expressly called a potentiality: we
are told that fabi‘a is a certain kuwwa (Shvape) exist-
ing in physical bodies by means of which their forms
and acts are preserved for a fimte period of time—
“natural philosophers (fab Gyyin) call this fuwwa the
constraining cause (al-sabab al-mumsik) by means of

which bodies persist without collapsing, disintegrating, !

or calcining. ... The definition of tabr'a is that it iy
the essential first principle ... of motion and rest”

{ed. H. Ritter, Berlin 1933, 284). Recall Aristotle’s
Metaphysics, 1x/8, 1049.b.9-10: “gboig is in the same
genus as d0vopg; for it is a principle of movement”.
Ibn Hazm [¢.z.], too, in his polemical discourses on
tabi‘a, says that it is a potentiality, and so do the
Ikhwin al-Safa’ [g.0.] (see below).

But pseudo-Madjriti continues to give the defini-
tions of tabi‘a according to others, and here the ques-
tion of sources, though they remain evidently Greek,
becomes rather complex. According to the philoso-
phers, he says, abi‘a is a corporeal form (sara diismiyya)
and “it is in physical bodies (al-badan) through the
mediation of the Sphere lying between this [corpo-
real form] and the Soul” (loc. ¢it). Plato, he tells us,
defined fabfa as a natural substance {(diawhar tabi‘7).
And like Ibn Sind—and here the texts of the Hudid
(Goichon, 201) and Ghdya are practically identical—
he gives the definition of the physicians: “They apply
the term fabi‘a to humour, natural heat {(al-hargra al-
ghariziyya), aspects of the bodily organs (hay’at al-a’da’),
movements, and the vegetative soul” (loc. cat.).

Indeed, the term is widely used by Arabic physi-
cians and, as Goichon points out (200), in this usage
it carries the broad sense of the Latin natura rerum.
In this connection, one should note what seems to
be a fairly common feature of Arabic encyclopaedic
works on animals: found in these writings is a sec-
tdon devoted to the fabd’i of each animal, followed
by its properties (khawdss) (see, for example, Ibn Abi
I-Hawafir (d. 701/1301), Badd’i* al-akwan fi manafi‘
al-hayawan, ms. Chester Beatty 4325; Isa b. ‘Alf
{(f. 3rd/9th century), K. Manaf® al-havawan, ms. Berlin
6240; cf. Sezgin, GAS, iii, Leiden 1970). Also, in nat-
ural historical writings sometimes the term used Is
tibd, which functions as the equivalent of fabi‘a. Thus
Aristotle’s title History of amimals is translated Fi ma‘ri-
Jat tiba* al-hayawdn al-barri wa l-bakri (ed. A. Badawf,
Kuwait 1977). Again, in the Arabic translation of
Aristotle’s Generation of animals attributed to Yahya b.
al-Bitrik, ¢bowg is consistently rendered tba‘ (see ed.
J. Brugman and H.J. Drossaart Lulofs, Leiden 1971,
249). But the use of fbd is not restricted to this par-
dcular context, since, for example, in a discourse on
the souls of heavenly bodies Ibn Sini speaks of their
tiba“ in which, he says, inheres the principle of change
and multiplicity (Arabic text in Goichon, 201).

"An unmistakably Neoplatonic account of fabr‘a is
found in the Rasa’i of the Ikhwan al-Safa®> which con-
tains a whole chapter on the quiddity (mahiya) of
{ab7 ‘a. “Those among the sages and philosophers who
used to talk about cosmic phenomena occurring in
the sublunar realm”, we read in the Rasa’il, “attrib-
uted all natural events and processes to fabT%a . . . Know,
O my brother, . .. that b is only one of the poten-
tialities of the Universal Soul, a potentiality spread-
ing through all sublunar bodies, flowing through each
of their parts”. Then we are told that, expressed in
terms of Divine Law, {abf‘a is a group of “angels who
are assigned the task of protecting the world and carry-
ing out natural creation {tadbir al-khaltka) by the per-
mission of God” (Rasa’il, Beirut 1957, ii, 63). This is
an interesting appropriation of the Neoplatonic doc-
trine of emanation, particularly as it is found in the
historically important Theologia Aristotelis, a pseudo-
Aristotelian text whose ultimate substratum is Ploti-
nus’ Enneads, iv-vi in Porphyry’s arbitrary arrangement.
In this text fabi‘a is spoken of as an emanation ulti-
mately radiating forth from the First Cause, through
the successive emanations of the hypostases of the
Intellect and Soul (ed. A. Badawi, in idem, Plotinus
apud Arabes, Cairo 1955, 6). Note that both Plotinus
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L’impératif était alors une Forme non originelle, simplement séparée !/l

du mudari’ par un accident (cf. <bid., p. 224, L 17).

L'impératif mabni ‘ala s-sukiin concerne la 2¢ p. m. sing.: if'd,
if'al, uf*ul. Les autres: 2¢ p. f. sing., f. pl., m. pl., duel regoivent un
suffixe, respectivement: -7, -na, -@, -@, ol les grammairiens arabes
ont vu aussi un damir, un pronom personnel, comme précédemment
pour le ya’ de taf‘al-i-na, le nun de fa‘al-na, yaf al-na, le waw de fa‘al-i,
yaf‘al-d-na, taf al-i-na et il convient d’en juger selon le point de vue
arabe, comme il a été fait précédemment: bind’ du verbe devant le
nan (-na), 'rab avee les trois autres: -7, -, -d.

A la fin de cette étude du verbe arabe selon le point de vue des
grammairiens arabes, on comprend facilement pourquoi ceux-ci n’ont
pas parlé de conjugaison, voiw, mode. Leur intérét était ailleurs: ils
n'ont eu pour but que d’appliquer & chaque forme verbale, prise
isolément, les procédés du Tasrif et & intégrer sa finale dans leur sys-
téme de I'i'7db. Le résultat ne pouvait étre que fondamentalement
inorganique.

Cette analyse, purement formelle, sans unité sinon les cadres trds
larges du Tasrif: hurdaf *usal — ziydda, surchargée de toutes les ques-
tions (inévitables dans le cas) d’s‘rab et de bind’, sans compter I'intro-
duction de tous ces dama’ir intempestifs, est déroutante et lassante
pour un esprit européen. Mais il ne faut pas en vouloir aux gram-
mairiens arabes de ce qu’ils n’ont pas été; il faut les juger selon ce
qu’ils ont voulu &tre. Dans sa ligne, leur analyse apparait comme un
modele d’étude, appliquée, consciencieuse, poussée jusque dans les plus
petits détails,” soucieuse de justifier toute affirmation qui pourrait
étre contestée. Elle manifeste une mentalité: une maniére de considérer
la grammaire, qui imprégne encore profondément les esprits dans le
monde arabe actuel.

17 Voir par exemple la note 14 précédents.

2 A Le! Danr Q \BERLE SHLUON

¢

L i P ; . X 3 5 g 5
/u/@{mnj @9 J (@.L 3 fm ey R\«% P 5 ya @!x@i&ﬁw ff‘} ﬂf )
{ o #

> 13F 149

Y4 g’ K70 %

i
R. M. FRANK

NOTES AND REMARKS ON THE TABA'T
IN THE TEACHING OF AL-MATURIDI

Though the importance of the theology of al-Mituridi to the course
of the history of Islamic theology may be questioned — his followers
tended to remain in the eastern provinces where the school originated
and his wider influence and repute were scant enough that Ibn Hazm,
al-S8ahrastini, and Ibn Haldin do not trouble to mention him in
their accounts of the schools of kaldm* — he is nonetheless one of the
most interesting of all the kaldm theologians. Even apart from its
inherent interest as a major attempt to formulate an Islamic theclogy,
his doctrine is of considerable importance for our understanding of
the history of the kaldm in the definitive period of its formation in
that it manifests a unique combination and synthesis of the diverse
elements and traditions out of which various thinkers had been, with
greater success and less, trying to formulate a theology congenial to
Islam’s sense of its own belief.

One finds often repeated the assertion that al-Mituridi’s thought
is more akin to that of the Mu‘tazila than that of al-A§‘ari® but there
has been almost no detailed investigation of any of the formal theore-
tical elements of his thought so that the character and background of
his theology and its relationship to the other traditions of sunni
kaldm remain on the whole obscure. Even a superficial reading of
the Kitdb at-Tawhid, however, makes it clear that the author is, to

1 Of. D. B. Mcdonald, art. ¢ al-Maturidi» in EI. Modern scholarship has given him
correspondingly little attention, his major works remaining altogether unpublished until
several years ago.

2 Cf., e.g., J. Schacht, “New Sources for the History of Muhammadan Theology”.
Studia Islamica 1 (1963), 35.; L. Gardet and G. Anawati, Iniroduction & la théologie
musulmane (Paris, 1948), 60f.; and A. Aliin M.M. Sharif, 4 History of Muslim Philosophy
(Wiesbaden, 1963), 295 ff. pass. Though detailed research remains to do, it would seem
that these estimates rather neglect the very close relationship that exists between the
A&‘arite systems and the Basra School of the Mu‘tazila, a kinship that becomes all the
mors apparent as one reads al-Mituridi. Whatever background he shares with or derives
from the Mu‘tazila is to be sought more with al-Ka*bi and the background of the Baghdad
tradition than with the Basrian school of abii Hasim and his followers.
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Nous avions, I’an dernier, examiné ensemble la notion
de lesprit» dans la pensée islamique. La notion de la
«nature» peut étre utilement examinée cette année, en
contraste avec celle d’cesprit».

Le terme arabe universellement recu, en arabe, pour tra-
duire 1’idée de natura (grec: physis), est tabi’a. Les premiers
traducteurs arabes des traductions syriaques de 1’Organon
avaient calqué, sur le syriaque kjond larabe kiydn, pour
«nature»; mais ce terme, resté rare, s’est restreint i ce
qu’il y a d’inné dans la psychologie humaine.

Tabi’a vient de la racine tb’, imprimer sur quelque chose,
sceller. Elle a plutét un sens péjoratif dans le Coran;
marque du mépris du Dieu Créateur pour sa création, qu'll
scelle d’un sceau de séparation, d’ombre, sinon de damna-
tion. Le «<nom» que Dieu donne aux choses créées les sépare
de Lui comme un «voile» separe de la Lumiére. C'est dans
ce sens que les Ismaéliens, les Nusayris et les Druzes ap-
pellent Le Prophéte Muhammad, «Mim», le Nom (arabe:
Ism), et le Voile (arabe: Hijab). Hallaj a dit «Dieu a voilé
ses créatures par le Nom, afin qu’elles vivent... s’Il leur
dévoilait Son énergie, elles s’anéantiraient».

Les mots tabi’a et tibd’ sont statiques, s’opposent 2 I'ini-
tiative, au mouvement, A la volonté. Les premiers théo-
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logiens résolvent par la négative la question de savoir si
Dieu crée tab’d, «naturellement», donc par nécessité (ce qui
est impossible). Il est vrai que sous l'influence de Iidée

- bellénistique du «premier moteur immobile», les théologiens

musulmans finiront par renoncer a se représenter I’Acte
pur de Dieu sous forme de «<mouvement» (haraka); quoique
la tradition profonde du monothéisme sémitique révélé soit
de maintenir que Dieu ne cesse d’agir, de recréer 3a créa-
tion; idée juive quun grand philosophe de I'Islam,
Ab{'lbarakit Baghdadi (4- 547/1152) reprendra en mon-
trant qu'il n’y a pas d’autre preuve sérieuse de I'existence
de Dieu que cette incessante actualisation, ces renouvelle-
ments (tajadduddt) par quoi Il vivifie ses ceuvres, substan-
tiellement.

Les premiers philosophes musulmans hellénistiques se
partagent suivant deux tendances, les «spirituels», parti-
sans de laction des cesprits» (ashdb al-rihdniyin), et les
«naturistes» (ashib al-tabdi’) partisans de’action des 4 qua-
lités (chaud, froid, sec, humide), pour expliquer lemécanisme
du fonctionnement général et de la différenciation de 'uni-
vers. «Tabdi™, «qualités», désigne aussi, par extension, les 4
humeurs dont ’équilibre vivant du corps humain se compose
(bile, atrabile, sang, pituite). Ces qualités et humeurs, sous
une influence manichéenne, sont considérées comme «mau-
vaises», «ténébreuses», et les shi’ites extrémistes les identi-
fient a des Ames damnées pour s’étre opposées i la procla-
mation de ‘Ali comme khalife-imim; donc éléments pré-
destinés du Mal. '

Deux fables philosophiques sont alors mises en circula-
tion pour minimiser, au nom de la «nature», l'orthodoxie
musulmane, la croyance en la liberté souveraine de Dieu:
la fable des «<brahmanes monothéistes», propagée par Ibn
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(see M.S, Sujimon, The treatment of the foundling accord-
ing to the Hangfls, in ILS, ix/3 [2002], 358-85). As
for the possibility of passing from one known geneal-
ogy to another, it is unequivocally barred de jure accord-
ing to all legal schools. In the Muslim legal order,
the creation of a genealogy ex mihilo thus proves eas-
ier than a change of nasab.

At the present time, only one Arab Muslim country,
Tunisia, has had the audacity to contravene openly
the Kur’anic prohibition of plenary adoption. In 1958,
the Tunisian legislature, more aware of new social
realities than others, established adoptive filiation in
the full sense. It seems nevertheless that in the tribunals
interpretation of statutes of adoption is often restric-
tive and sometimes expressly infringes the terms of
the legislation in force (see L. Pruvost, Intégration famul-
iale . . ., in Recuerl darticles offert & Maurice Borrmans par
ses colligues et amis, Rome 1996, 155-80).

Modern and contemporary ethnology has shown
that despite its theoretical prohibition, adoption used
to be practised in numerous Muslim societies, Adoption
in Islam probably constitutes one of those instances
where custom, in the event more favourable to this
institution, has been only very superficially Islamised.

Bibliography: 1. Surveys of the classical
doctrine. References given in the article; the cor-

pus of commentaries on Kuran, XXXIII, 5, 37,

and for an unusual point of view, cautiously' |
favourable to adoption, Zamakhsharl, al-Kashshaf ‘an

hakd’tk al-Kurdn, Beirut nd. [1947] on Kur’dn,

XXXIII, 5. Treatises of fikh barely mention the

question of the prohibition of adoption.

2. Studies. Few works have been devoted to
adoption as such in Islam, but see nevertheless G.H.
Bousquet and A. Demeerseman, L'adoption dans la
Jomille tunisienng, in RAf., ceclkxil-iii (1937),.127-59;
AR. Nagvi, Adoption’ in Muslim law, in Islamic Studies,

Cxix (1980), 283-392; U. Vermeulen, De gezags-
voorzieningen in de Islom: adoptic en hoederecht, in Recht
van de Islam, v (1986), 4-17; K. Dilger, Di¢ Adoption

im modernen Orient. Ein Beitrag zu den Hiyal im islami-

schen Recht, in Recht van de Islam, vii (1988), 42-62;

A, al-A, Sonbol, Adoption in Islamic society, a histori-

cal survey, in E. Warnock Fernea (ed.), Children in

the Muslim Middle East, Cairo 1996, 45-67; O. Pesle,

Ladoption en Islam, Algiers n.d.

_ . (E. CraumonT)

TABITYYAT (a), an abstract noun formed from
the adjective {abfT “natural” (antonym, masné‘),
physics, or natural sciences,

Aristotle divided the theoretical sciences into math-
ematics, physics and metaphysics. Islamic philosophers,
starting from al-Kind? [g.2], were familiar with this
division and it forms part of the various classifications
of the sciences that were drawn up by Islamic schol-
ars, such as in the Jhs@’ al-ulim by al-Farabl [¢.0.]
and in many subsequent ones. In these classifications,
physics was subdivided into parts that mostly corre-
sponded to the Aristotelian works on natural science,
including those that are now known to have origi-
nated in his school. Such a division was also main-
tained in the encyclopaedic works of Ibn Sind [g.2.]
and his followers, such as Bahmanyar b. al-Marzuban,
Abu ’l-Barakat al-Baghdadi, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, al-
Abharl and others,

For instance, the part of Ibn Sind's Kitgh al-Shif@’
that deals with fab7%yat constains the following eight

sections; lectures on physics; the heaven and the world; -

generation and corruption; actions and passions;
meteorological phenomena; the soul, plants; and the
natures of animals, Except for the section entitled

“Actions and passions”, each of these sections corre-
sponds to ‘a work from the Aristotelian school; in fact,
the section “Actions and passions” together with the
next section “Meteorological phenomena® discusses the
subjects from Aristotle’s Meteorology.

Furthermore, Islamic philosophers such as Ibn
Badjdja and Ibn Rushd [g.ov] wrote individual com-
mentaries on several of Aristotle’s physical works.

It should be mentioned that the Islamic theclogians
(mutakalliman) also discussed subjects that fall under
tabtiyvat, such as the structure of matter and the
nature of change.

The Islamic philosophers writing on subjects of na-
tural science remained within the framework of
Aristotelian natural philosophy: they used concepts
such as potentiality/actuality,” matter/form, natural
place and natural motion s, non-natural place and
forced motion; they adopted Aristotle’s definition of
motion; and they denied the existence of the void
and conceived matter as continuous, not atomistic.
However, it appears that the work of Philoponos [see
vAHYA AL-NAHWI], who opposed Aristotle in several
respects, was also well studied, and that often Islamic
philosophers took sides with him against Aristotle.
Moreover, they often had a different way of discussing
things and brought forward new arguments. A few
examples follow,

In their discussion of infinity, Islamic philosophers
adopted Aristotle’s definition, but they used a way to
prove that infinite quantities cannot actually exist,
which was first propounded by Philoponos. His proof
was based on the (mistaken) idea that a part of an
infinite collection cannot be infinite, for if something
is smaller than infinite, it must be finite. Al-Kindi
and al-Ghazall [¢.00.] used this method also to prove,
against Aristotle, that time cannot be itfinite, but must
have a beginning. Objections against this again were
raised by Tbn Sini and Ibn Rughd. It is worth men-
tioning that Thabit b. Kurra {g2] recognised that
infinite collections may have parts that are also infi-
nite; this in fact invalidates the proofs of Philoponos
and his Islamic followers.

In opposition to the Aristotelian explanation of
motion, that “every body that moves is moved by
another body”, Islamic philosophers adopted the con-
cept of impressed force such as conceived by
Philoponos; this was further developed by Ibn Sina
and his school, and became known as may/ (“inclina-

. tion”),

Aristotle’s “law of motion”, stating that the veloci-
g

‘ ty of a body moving through a medium is inversely

proportional to the density of that medium, was criti-
cised by Philoponus and subsequently Ibn Badjdj.
Aristotle’s law implies that motion through a void (if
void existed) would occur with infinite velocity, that
is, any distance would be covered in no time, and
this absurd consequence was an argument for Aristotle
to assert the impossibility of the void, However,
Philoponus and Ibn Badjdj stated that covering a dis-
tance always needs a finite time, even in void, if it
existed, and that the effect of the presence of a medium
will be that more time is needed to cover that distance.

Atomism was discussed by Ibn Sind in a way not
found in Greek philosophy, for he wrote in opposi-
tion to the atomism of the mutakailimiin, who defended
atomism with their own arguments.

The discussions of meteorological phenomena [see
AL-ATHAR AL-‘ULwIYYA] are mostly based on Aristotle’s
assumption that they are caused by the two exhala-
tions, the dry one from the earth and the moist one
from the water. However, in their explanation of some

The Encyclopaedia of Islam (New Edition), Suppl. Fasc. 11-12, 2004 Leiden.
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rise in the east, so do you cause it to come up
from the west.” Thus the disbeliever was
confounded. And God guides not wrongdoing
people” (2:258).

This technique and method of preaching
(or teaching) is natural and more likely to be
effective for it abodes irrelevant and
unnecessary discussion. The same method was
adopted by the Prophet Moses when he was
confronted with Pharoah: And invited him to
the Lord of the Worlds. )

“Pharach said, ‘And what is the Lord of the
Worlds?” Moses said, ‘The Lord of the heavens
and earth, and all that is between, if you had
but sure belief.’ (Pharaoh) said to those around
him, ‘Do you not hear?’ Moses said, ‘Your
Lord and the Lord of your fathers’. (Pharaoh)
said, ‘Truly your Messenger who has been sent
to you is indeed a madman!’ Moses said, ‘Lord
of the east and the west and all that is between
them, if you did but understand.” (Pharoah)
said, ‘If you choose a god other than me, I
will certainly put you in prison’. Moses said,
‘Even if I show you something clear and
convincing?’ (Pharaoh) said, ‘Show it then, If
you are of the truthful!” Then Moses threw
his rod, and behold, it was a serpent manifest.
And he drew forth his hand, and behold it
was white to all beholders!” (26:23-33).

This line of argument in teaching (or
preaching) has provided unlimited fields of
research in methodology to the scientists and
now it is left to them to discover and unveil
oceans of knowledge yet hidden from mankind.
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The Environment

Ethe Islamic world-view, God is the ultimate
eality. He has created the universe to
manifest Himself. There is a fine order and
balance in the cosmos and everything in it is
pliant to Divine Laws, man, Homo Sapiens, is
one among His infinitestimal creations. It is so
ordained that man is created on the earth, a
planet in the solar system of a star one among
innumerable ones.

In true sense, man is the product of nature.
He is created in the best of moulds and given
faculties and organ systems which elevate him
to the most advantageous place in the
biosphere. In the giant ecosystem of the earth,
man is at the top of the energy pyramid. He
has abilities not only to harness natural
reséﬁgs of his biosphere but also to
discriminately intervene in the foodweb and
material cycles. '

After several other creatures man emerges
in the biosphere as its inheritor, the khalifa, as
is said in the Qur’an:

“Behold, thy Lord said to the angels;

1 will create a vicegerent on earth” (2:30).

Man is given knowledge of the nature,
prepetual guidance and freewill to play his role
as the wise inheritor of earth. God has subjected
(sakhkhara) nature to man as pointed out in the
Qur’anic verse: “Hast thou not seen how God
has subjected to you all that is in the earth”
(22:65), so that man can develop his life freely

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE HOLY QUR’AN, VOL. I (EDIT. N. K.
Singh, A. R. Agwan), DELHI 2000. pp.-

. ISAM KTP 79715.

The Environment

on earth. However, man also possesses inherent
weaknesses, urges, and difficulties in
comprehending the real purpose and source of
natural forces which often lead man to
frustration, perversion and confusion, something
fatal to his progress and survival as khalifah
on earth. :

In the Islamic world-view, everything
subjected to man is not his property but a trust
bestowed to him for a purpose. Therefore, he
must use the trusted resources not according to
his whims and wishes but in a same way. On
the one hand, he has an inherent right on the
nature subjected to him while on the other the
rights of various things around should also be
acknowledged and given into practice by him.
He is bestowed the treasure to use it wisely
but not to misuse or disuse it in a silly way.
Though, he is a wise inheritor on earth having
a freewill to act but he is desired to behave
modestly like an obedient servant of God in
tune with other creatures.

The man is having obligations not only to
nature but also to his own kind. Human life is
highly valued by the God. In His view unjust
killing of one soul is tantamount to killing the
whole mankind, as is mentioned in the Qur’an:

“If anyone kills a person,

Unless for just purpose,

It would as if he slew the whole people
And if anyone saved a life

It would be as if he saved

The life of the whole people” (5:32).

Therefore, his ‘toil and struggle’ (Kabad)
in the world should neither disturb the natural
environment nor cause slightest harm to the
mankind.

The Natural Environment of Man

The position of man in the biosphere is
shown in the Qur’dn in the following words:

337

“It is We who placed

You (man) with authority

Oh earth, and provided

You therein with means

For fulfilment of your life” (7:10).

Therefore, the entire biosphere and perhaps
beyond is a working ground for man wherein
man can fulfil his life. Therefore, man is
constantly persuaded in the Qur’dn to
understand the nature of things, discover the
bounties of God spread in the universe and
reflect the purpose of creation so that he could
be benefitted from the nature.

God has created the heavens and the earth
in the propertions (6:73) and everything in the

" nature is in due balance so that man may not

transgress various limits inadvertantly. The
Qur’an adom this Divine Grace as:

“And the Firmament has He

Raised high, and He has set up

The, Balance

In order that ye may

Nbot transgress (due) balance” (55:7-8).

Various discoveries about the nature
explicitly indicate towards this goldén mean of
Nature. Man has high above head ‘seven skies’
which remind man of the greatness of the
Supreme Artisen. The reference of the seven
skies may perhaps indicate towards the
trophosphere, stratosphere, mesosphere,
thermosphere, solar system, milky way and the
infinite space, each with different natural
property as is said in the Qur’dn, “Seven
firmanents one above the other, no want to
proportion” (67:3). The troposphere is very
important for the water cycle (30:41).
Moreover, the Qur’dn points out the opening
of the sky as if there were doors (78:19) and
that the protective canopy of the sky would be
vanished (40:61-64). It will be in the form of
wrath perhaps may be due to depletion of the
ozone layer or something else. The importance
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" TABIAT TARIHI

A

Metafiziki ve dini kaidelere dnem verilen ve ilahi vahye inanilan herhangi bir
* geleneksel medeniyetteki ilimleri gozoniine getirerek, Islim alemindeki ilimle-
rin, Isldimmn ana doktrini olan fevhidi daima aksettirdiklerini daha kolay idrak
edebiliriz. Islim camiasmdaki dini ve ahlaki ilimlerin tevhid fikrine yoneldikleri
siralarda tabiat ilimleri, biitiin yaratimig varliklarin karsihkli miinasebetlerinde
gizlenen sirn kesfetmeye ¢alismaktayd. "Biitiin varliklarn birligini tarif etmeye
cahismak, tiim Ortacag kozmoloji! ilimlerinin ortak ozelligidir. Bilhassa, Islam
camiasindaki tabiat ilimlerinde bu gaye ana hedefi tegkil etmistir ve tabiattaki bir-
lik fikri ve kiinattaki biitiin parcalarin kargihkli miinasebetleri hakkindaki goriis,
yaraticinin egsizlifinin tamamlayici ve zaruri bir neticesi olarak ortaya gtkmmigtir.
Bir ilmi tahsil etmenin mesru ve en manali yolu, o ilmin, nihai hedefine ve
ona katkida bulunanlarin fikirlerine deger vermektir. Isldim Alemindeki ilimler
analitik ve niceliksel olan modern ilimlerin tersine, tabiat: niteliksel ve sentetik
bir tetkike alip, tabii sekillerin arkasmda gozlenen tevhidi aramuglardir. Bu yakla-
sum goz niinde bulundurursak, Islim alemindeki ilimleri daha iyi anlayabiliriz.2

1- = Kozmoloji bilimleri tabiriyle, tabiat bilimleri de dahil olmak iizere kdinatla ugrasan biitiin bi-
limleri kastetmekteyiz.Geleneksel bilimler, aslinda, Allah ve kozmos-iistii gergeklikleri mevzu
edinmis metafiziki bilimler ile kdinattaki varliklarla ugragan kozmolojik bilimler diye aynimal-
dir. Bkz. T.Burckhardt, "Nature de la perspective cosmologique®, Etudies Traditionelles, c.X-
LIX, 1948, 5.216-19. )

2-  Bk.Seyyid Hiiseyin Nasr, Mentor Fuundations of Scientific Thought'un "Muslim Sciences” bolii-
miiniin girigi, c.II, Signet Books, New York, Eb@ Yahyi Zekeriya el-Kazvini, Acdib el-Mahli-
kdt isimli meghur eserinde, kéinattaki her atomun ve gesitlilik arzeden biitiin gekillerin iginde-
ki ilahi hikmetin bulunmasini, Allah’in birliinin bir teyidi olarak gordiiiinii yazip su meshur
dyeti aktarmaktadir; "ve fi kiilli sey’in lehu ayatun ta’dullu ‘ala ennchu vahidun” (her seyin igin-
de O’nun ayetlerinin mevcut olmasit O’nun birliginin delilidir).

107




s LT
_z:__J |

E‘)r—”h-‘—db“w

LA — 16~V

A Al o oty ol ¢ 2 Y o3 S Gl e o8 sl 25
q_*ibd_;u O aadl oda L 1€ uoudd u)\...aw.u)sl‘_.md
d@.ﬁ)\m&&)yw ‘Lf-l_i.odiﬂuo\.ildh_a ¢ Al Bl L A
e.x_.a_pu\!l LdS aeas Jyl ulﬁa Yy o Sl 1da g . Ul
UFLJJFWUJWJMJEJ :-b‘J_ﬁu.SMLmJLA Ll Ol
¢ S L] dad L s ldac S5 OIS Ol dpslendl itk
it ol Bl oLV s U s 015 ¢ G penll dsl i
i el A ol e L
Sl LI e o 3 o 3 5 « (PSEUDO-DIONYSIUS)
=13 (U Beda Venerabilis eyl i i, § eV il 5 Y1y
u)_.JJ!CJ,_JluAYJ_.e i \( s 8 . ol
Js sl il Slaglany ¢ bkl ) LN PRSP

c Ll Sl LSl Lo dazas Gab doedly ol i

“;utaz,,bg“pavwfu_@,muiwdm_.s,wj
Lo JoYI 4y LI RU KR PR CaSl s olal gl G TR
cabyin Se Y Sow dila 4 s 39dy Ul i ) ‘rMYLJ;.LJ-lJ)
deodl Sl b sy el . el Joop Jo &£ b «;L,IULSC..«JJJ
Oly G ¢ > adiny ,Jsfc_,.@;ut byin Jl=l OB ¢ de
LAl s a3 bk sl Ols 13 L Pl 5ty ¢ 0L G ey,
.«T,»'ylr&g:ml
A OF s Sk il o Ll s ¢ 5001 i i L
e o e G s S ) S e 0, S5 ¢ el Gy
g..;;t)uuwéﬂj‘dmm@(.s,qd‘ruygua&;w

LR G (1)
S (VYo _VY) SIS s ()

AN

ST e

“Tbiad- ($0-1s2

Js¥ Akl Uil

il Sl SAE o L Hla U] ekl sda e ki U
CBLE GLb 6l G Ul W sy ¢ Uaool 3 ket oAl ol 5Y
uﬁ;(l MQTLJ;QLSL..SLMCLJ‘QJJ‘orpjw)fét¢y
¢ uz....\lu,ab-j),- QHALO f}\ﬂdﬁﬂﬁmjl ESTEYN
uL§ ool & ld Sazal el Izl Jlanzad ¢ lddt &4
Al BB s e b oS5 28 ds Ut e L S
edad] 0o 3l Cpdlly bl L Jp Y ¢ Jes sldo ab[c_.'..a.?:\.-.;.
gl ¥ dady ¢ W il ol 3 e Segdl Oy L sl
Joyn OF By ¢ sy 63 ssaly asty A L Ly Jome gl
oo oo 3 Dl jmally OV s - (5, SU1 Va0 ] el shans |
NP Cuug S b a Jadi p poplls . S e Lol
LtV S USILS ¢ sl e Sl Ll 315 pall
L:,)ji u)_w I codt G ebl dad e ¢ gl el
3y O gyl el Lgd Bl Lo 3 ¢ ! el
USRS IR Zle W 76 DLV L SLE @(U\_,....il

c il B Jary L aan oo ol Jad ol G i ST
-Wweki‘aﬂéfw@g}@ﬁ

¢ G s ¢ 2Lt ciiul i I L

395 Gl gl Lgishy ¢ eledl 43 38 dr s oAl 2832 el OF U

:wc,@é;_ndi}.nog Ll ] e YU s 5 eS A e
¢ Lo, Lisl e os 38,41 05 ol ¢ ol e Sl oLl ReS iS
il U e Vil 6 5 alldd S8 s Jo (Updeml) 8 3
§ ol adhy Uiy UL 1 OLSy . B e 1 Ot B e

ST LV evey (SR s sidor (y)

Ar



’/[%Lv?@@( +2 \M‘-_)

solae W] S | ~$’.-" s .j

RN | RPNV R PO (1N

Sl el s /St Sla .

ERSPY | - A IR | PO O PO | Y O ]
AP A | [ S, -

Sy,

[,
ey

o Tu-kiye Diyanet Vakfs
- is1a.a Arasurmalan Medkesd

- l\ Y iiilsiianest
_-_ngﬂ 4__&,5‘?- 3

T o Ll g} \ w{?;r;xirbcs r-:_a: 7 ég 2)

. . Y
Sl LT R BT )

- : _ 181 L
. Tasmf No l T A \fM

.

Sl

e
PRI
A S S < g it

Sl

as

(st Pl )

R\ o )

.- -'—.'-::LU\

gl

- JeV Jaill
o et
il Jadll



l
|
140 Sallie McFague

*See Daly, Beyond Growth, Sk)ff.

Janet N. Abramowitz, “Valling Nature’s Services,” State of the World 1997,
ed. Lester R. Brown et al. (New York: W.W. Norton, 1977).

HIbid., 109. |

2Bangladesh, a country that tay well be flooded through global warming, pro-
duces a yearly average of 183 kg of carbon dioxide per capita versus an aver-
age of 11,389 kg per capita in the industrialized countries. United Nations
Development Programme,| Human Development Report 1998 (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1988), 57.

Yutergovernmental Panel on Climate Change: Second Assessment—Climate
Change 1995, published by the world Meteorological Organization and the
United Nations Environmental Programme. It should be noted that this re-
port was the consensus of 2,500 weather scientists and was published with-
out a dissenting minority teport. Since that time, its results have been con-
firmed by recent studies.

"“Costanza et al., An Introdugtion to Ecological Economics, 179.

51f all contemporary understandings of Christ should be grounded in historical
judgments about Jesus of Nazareth—if there should be continuity between
the Jesus of history and the|Christ of faith—then we need to see if the ecologi-
cal economic context is an appropriate one for interpreting Christ and Chris-
tian discipleship for the twenty-first century. I am not suggesting that a
Christian’s faith is based on the state of historical Jesus research at any par-
ticular time; nonetheless, Christianity has always claimed continuity with its
founder. Recent research, which has moved out of narrow church contexts of
interpretation to sociological, cultural, and political ones of first-century
Mediterranean society, hag reached a remarkable consensus on some broad
outlines of Jesus’ life: most notably, that he was a social revolutionary op-
posed to the structures of domination and domestication of his day. This con-
sensus is expressed in different ways by New Testament scholars such as E. P
Sanders, Burton Mack, Elisabeth Schiissler Fiorenza, Marcus Borg, John
Dominic Crossan, and Richard Horsley. For an overview of the scholarship,
see Borg, Jesus in Contemporary Scholarship.

*John Dominic Crossan, Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography {San Francisco:
HarpersSanFrancisco, 1994).

Ibid., 73-74.
1#bid., 68.
Ibid., 113-114.
See ibid., 79-81.

21See letter of 30 April 1944 |in Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from
Prison (London: Collins, 1960), 90ff.

2Psalm 24:1.
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S. Nomanul Haq

Islam and Ecology:
Toward Retrieval and Reconstruction

CONSIDERATION OF THE QUESTION of Islam and ecology
ought to begin with one fundamental observation of a
historical kind: in the construction of what we call the
modern world, Islam has had only an indirect role to play. To
be sure, one cannot possibly imagine, nor meaningfully speak
of, the phenomenon generally known as the scientific revolu-
tion, or that which we refer to as the Renaissance, without
keeping in view the formidable intellectual influence of Islam on
Latin Christendom. But this legacy was appropriated——and
here we see the complexities and ironies of the historical pro-
cess—in ways that often were alien to the world of Islam itself.
The reception in both the Islamic and Christian worlds of the
work of the towering giant Alhiazen (Ibn al-Haytham, d. 1038),
or that of the great Avicenna (Ibn Sina, d. 1037), constitutes a
case in point. Alhazen, who revolutionized the field of optics,
was ignored in the Islamic world even as he became a central
scientific figure in the West. Avicenna, an outstanding philoso-
pher and physician, was the medical authority in Europe well
into the early seventeenth century; but his system was devel-
oped on highly abstract mystical-spiritual lines in Islam, where
he was often seen more as a “Visionary Reciter”' than a
Hellenized rational thinker. Indeed, it is the Latin career of
these figures that endured in the modern world, not the elabo-
ration of their thought by latter-day Muslims.
I use the term “modern world” in its standard sense—signi-
fying both the world-system and- the worldview that began

S. Nomanul Haq is a visiting assistant professor at the University of Pemnsylvania.
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ARISTO'DA TABIAT FELSEFESI*
W. D. ROSS’DAN CEVIREN
S. HAYRI BOLAY

Tasnifini Aristo’ya bor¢la oldugumuz ilimleri o, kendi bilgisini aragtiran
nazariilimler, ilerlemede rehberlik yapabilecek bilgiyi hedef alan pratik ililer,
faydali ve giizel seyleri imal etmekte kullamilacak bilgiyi elde etmeye ¢aligan
prodiiktif ilimler halinde iice aywrmaktadir. Nazari ilimler “teoloji” (yahut me-
tafizik), fizik ve matermtik halinde alt béliimlerc aynlir. Fizik ayrf bir varhiga
sahip fakat degigmez scylerle (yani kendilerinde hareket ve sitkinun bir kayna-
fma sahip olan “tabii ilimler”le); matematik ilimler degigmez fakat ayn bir
varliga sahip olmayan (yani cevherleri vasiflandirict olmasi hasebiyle ancak
sifat olarak var olan sayilar ve mekina ait gekillerle); teoloji (ilahiyat) ise aym
zamanda hem ayri bir varliga sahip hem de degigmez olan (yani madde ile hig
bir bagi olmadan var olan cevherlerle) ugragir. O, ilahiyat ismini sirf cevherler
arasindan baglicasimin Allah olmasina bor¢ludur.' Varliktan geldigi gibi bili-
nen “Fizik”, Aristo’nun eserlerinin uzun bir serisinin konusunu teskil eder. Bu
cserlerin neden birlik teskil eder sekilde anlagilmig olmalar: T\Ietérolojica’nm
baginda gésterilmis olmasindandir; Aristo orada: 1- Tabiaun ilk sebeblerini
(yani Fizigin I ve II kitabinda her degigmeyi i¢ine aldigimi gosterdigi terkibi
unsurlari) ve genel olarak tabii hareketi (Fizik III, IV), 2— Yildizlarin diizeni ve
hareketini (Gok Hakkinda I ve I1), arza ait unsurlann adet ve mahiyetini, bir-
birlerine doniigmelerini (Gok Hakkinda IIT ve IV). 3— Genel olarak varhiklarn
meydana gelis ve yok oluslarini (Olus ve Yok Olus -Kevn i Fesat adh eseri)
¢le almak suretiyle izah cder. O ayrica sunlan da: 4— “Yildizlann harcketine

daha yakin bir bolgede, tabiatta vukubulan, fakat ilk unsur (vahut szemavi

* Terciimesini yaptigumiz bu kistm, W. D. Ross’un 1930 da Paris’te fransizea olarak yayrm-
lanan “Aristote™ udh eserinin 90- 116 sayfalan arasinduki hahislerdir. Tercimeyi kontrol etmek
litfanda bulunan sayin Profesor Mehmet Karasan Bey'e tegekkiirlerimi sunanim.

S. Hayri Bolay
1 Met. 1025 b, 18-1026 u 19.
Aristoya gore en tistiin ilim en astiin cinsi konu edinmelidir. Boylece teoretik ilimler, bitiin

limlerin en yiksegi, teoloji de bu ilimlerin en yiiksegidir. (¢eviren) (Mes: 1026a 21 22.
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