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183 FUDGE, Bruce. Our'anic hermenenticy- al-Tabrisi

and il crafi af commentary. New York: Routledpe, %{;@
2011 160pp. ~[Shavkh Tabarsi (d.1153) and his tafsir] **
184 GRIFFEL, Frank. Al-Ghazafi

15 philosophical theologn:
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009, 408pp.
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TABERSI

RAMIZ MEMMEDOV, Tabersi'nin Mecmau'l-beyan tefsirinde hz. Peygamber'i ikaz eden ayetlerin yorumu,
Marmara Universitesi, Yiksek Lisans, 2006

SULEYMAN NAROL, Sii bir miifessir olarak Tabersi'nin itikadi konulara iliskin gérisleri, Sakarya
Universitesi, Yuksek Lisans, 2004

MUSTAFA SENTURK, Ibn Atiyye el-Endeliisi ile Tabresi'nin Kur'an'a yaklasimlari (mukayeseli bir galisma),
Dokuz Eylul Universitesi, Doktora, 2008
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Ihtij&) / ta’llf Abl Menslir Ahmad ibn ‘Al iba |

Abl T3lib al-Tabarsl ; ta'llgit wa-mulahazat

Muhammad Baqir al-Khars3n. — Najaf : al-Nu‘mdn, |

1966.
2 v, ;25 o,
In Arabic; romanizad record.
For requesting libraries oniy.

(A classical work defending the beliefa of the

Shia sect of Islam)
85-932250
Tabarsl, al-Fadl {bn al-Hasan, 4. 11353,
(Jawamf al-jami’ f1 tafaslr al-Qur’an al-KXarimj
xitsb davaml’ al-JAmi* f1 tafslr al-Qur’an al-
Karlm / li-mu’allifin Abl ‘a1l al-Fadl fbn al-

Hasan sl-Tabarsl. — sl-Tab'ah 3. — Tihridn :

Maktabah al-Xa'bah, 1404 (1984
564 p. 7 36 om.
In Arabic; rcmanized record.
For requesting librariss only,

{Commentary on the Xoran; Shia intarpratation)
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THE UNNOTICED MUFASSIR
SHAYKH TABARSI

MUSA O. A. ABDUL

not lie in his being a Shi‘ite, but in his being a theologian and

scholar of importance. He produced a fafsir of the Qur’dn which
enjoys wide acceptance even among scholars who do not subscribe to
Shi‘ite views. Yet modern scholars know or write very little about him
and his works. No Western scholar has made any study of him or his
works. The Encyclopaedia of Islam is silent on him. Dr. Husayn Kariman,
a Persian scholar, has produced a study of his fafszr works but in Persian.
The quality of Tabarsi’s works and the ready acceptance they enjoy
among scholars does not justify the lukewarm interest shown in him by
orientalists. Hence I refer to him as the unnoticed mufassir. In this
article, therefore, an effort will be made to give a brief survey of his
biography and his works. In later articles, a study of his fafsir works will
be attempted and his theological views on specific issues will be discussed.

Tabarsi’s life falls within the Saljiiq period in Iran, a period which
extends roughly from the mid-eleventh to the mid-thirteenth century A.D.
A brief survey of this period may be necessary in order to put Tabarsi’s
biographical material into the context of the intellectual, political, and
religious milieu in which he lived and worked.

By the eleventh century a.n. the Muslim world had been torn by
political and religious dissension into several autonomous states, each of
which was ruled by groups holding to different ‘orthodoxies’: the Fatimid
caliphate controlled Egypt and maintained vassal states in the Maghrib,
Syria, Sicily, and Western Arabia. The Ziyadids and the Najahids ruled
the Yemen; the ta’ifa kings had succeeded to the Umayyad caliphate in
Spain. The Ghaznawids had extended their rule to India, while the
Biiyid Amirs controlled the Abbasid caliphate in Baghdad. This is an
indication of an internal decay in the Islamic state and society. By the
second half of the eleventh century a material weakness of the empire was
revealed by a series of almost simultaneous attacks by internal and exter-
" nal enemies on all sides. In Europe the forces of Christendom advanced
into both Sicily and Spain, wresting vast territories from Muslim rule in
a wave of reconquest which culminated in the arrival of the Crusaders 1n

SHAYKH TaBARsI was a Shi‘ite theologian; but his importance does
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| THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM ( New Edition), Vol. X, Fasc. 163-164, 1998 LEIDEN,

40 AL-TABRISI

the case of the Tgfsir attributed to the Imam al-Hasan
al-‘AskarT [g.v.] which, al-TabrisT explains, is less
well-known than the other sources he uses (al-Thtigiads,
Beirut 141071989, 14; it is cited on pp. 15-55, 235-9,
319-21, 330-1, 445-61). The Ihtidiad; was particularly
popular in the Safawid period, when it was twice ren-
dered into Persian (Storey, i/i, 14, 16).
Bibliography: Ibn Shahrashib, Ma‘dlim al-‘uloma’,
Nadjaf 1380/1961, 25, § 125; idem, Manakib al Abt
Talib, Beirut 140571985, i, 12; ‘Abd Allah Afand,
Riyad al-‘ulama’, Kumm 1401/1981, i, 48-51; al-Hurr
al-‘Amili, Amal al-amil, Nadjaf 1385/1965, ii, 17;
Madjlist, -.Bihar al-anwar, Tehran 1376-94/1956-74,
i, 9, 28; Yasuf al-Bahrani, Lu’l’at al-Bahrayn, Nadjaf
1386/1966, 341-3; idem, al-Kashkai, Nadjaf 1381/
1961, i, 300-3; Tunakabuni, Kisas al-‘ulama’, n. p.
1320, 302; al-Kh“ansari, Rawdat al-djannai, Beirut
141171991, i, 72-4; al-Niiri al-Tabarsi, Mustadrak
al-wasa’il, Tehran 1382-4, iii, 485; Mamakani, Tankih
al-makal, Nadjaf 1349-52/1930-3, § 397, Muhsin
al-Amin, A%an al-shi‘a, ix, Damascus 1357/1938,
97-101 = Beirut 1406/1986, iii, 29-30; Brockelmann,
S I, 709; ‘Abbas al-Kummi, Fawd’id al-redawiyya,
Tehran 1367/1948, 19; idem, al-Kund wa ’l-alkab,
Beirut 140371983, i, 444-5; Mudarris, Rayhanat
al-adab, i, Tehran 1369, 18; Isma‘il al-Baghdad,
Hadiyyat al-Grifin, Istanbul 1951-5, i, 91; ‘A.A.
Dihkhuda, Lughat-nama, xxvi, Tehran 1329 Sk./ 1950,
139; H. Kariman, Tabrisi wa Madjma‘ al-bayan, Tehran
1340-1 8k., i, 180-1, 320-2; Kahhala, Beirut 1414/
1993, i, 203; Tihrant, al-Thikat al-wyin fT sadis al-
kurin, Beirut 1392/1972, 11-2.  (E. KoHLBERG)
AL-TABRISI (Tabarsi), AMIN AL-DIN (or AMIN AL-
IsLimM) ABO ‘ALT AL-Fapr B. AL-Hasan, ImamI
scholar and author. His nisha refers to Tabris
(Tabrish), which is the Arabicised form of Fafrish, a
village between Kashan and Isfahin mentioned by
‘AlT b. Zayd al-Bayhaki (d. 565/1169-70) as the place
of origin of al-Tabrisi’s family (7@rikh-i Bayhak, 420).
The pronunciation Tabarst was first defended by some
17th-century Safawid scholars, who took the nisba
T-b-r-s-i to refer to Tabaristan; and in the following
two centuries, a number of Shi‘T authors actually called
themselves TabarsT (see Kariman, i, 166-205, 313-33).
Al-TabrisT was born in 470/1077-8 or shortly before
and grew up in Khurdsan. Among his masters were
‘Abd al-Djabbar b. ‘Abd Alldh al-Mukri® al-Raz1 (alive
in 503/1109-10), who was a student of Abl Dja‘far
al-Tust, and al-Tisls son AbG ‘All al-Hasan b.
Muhammad (alive in 515/1121-2). Some of al-Tabris’s
teachers were Sunngs; they included the Kur’an com-
mentator Mahmad b. Hamza b. Nasgr al-Kirmani
(d. ca. 500/1106-7) and the Shafi‘T Abu ’Il-Fath “Ubayd
Allih (in most sources, erroneously, ‘Abd Allah) b.
‘Abd al-Karim al-KughayrT (d. 521/1127), a son of
the renowned mystic [¢.2.]. For many years al-Tabrisi
lived in Mashhad, where he had close ties with the
Shi‘i Zubéra family. In 523/1129 he moved to Sab-
zawar [¢.0.] and taught in the Madrasat Bab al-‘Irak.
He died on 10 Dhu ’1-Hidjdja 548/26 February 1154.
According to al-Bayhaki, his death occurred in
Sabzawar, though others maintain that he died in
Maghhad; but all agree in any event that he was
buried in Mashhad. Kutb al-Din Muhammad b.
al-Husayn al-Bayhaki al-Kaydar? (KaydhurT) (alive in
610/1213-4) refers to al-Tabrisi as a martyr (shahid),
and this is repeated by some later biographers, who
suggest that he was poisoned. His shrine is at Katl-
gih (or Ghuslgah), said to be the spot where the
Imam ‘Alf al-Rida [g.».] died (or where his body was
washed). Al-Tabris’s students included some of the

best-known Imami authors of the 6th/12th century,
such as Kutb al-Din al-Rawandi (d. 573/1177-8),
Muntadjab al-Din (d. ca. 585/1189), Ibn Shahrashtb
(d. 588/1192) [¢.v.] and Shadhan b. Djibra’il al-
Kummi (alive in 593/1196-7). Al-TabrisT was a promi-
nent jurist, and some of his legal pronouncements are
cited by later authorities; but he is not known to have
written a work of fikh. In theology, he broadly fol-
lowed the Mu‘tazill doctrines adopted by his Imami
predecessors.

The titles of over 20 works by al-Tabrisi are men-
tioned in the sources {cf. Kariman, 1, 260-90). Among
the best-known are:

() K. Madima® al-bayan i ‘wlim al-Kur’an (or fi ma‘ani
-Kuran/fi tafstr al-kur’an), described by Muntadjab
al-Din (145) as comprising 10 volumes. It was writ-
ten for al-Sharif Djalal al-Din Abit Manstr Muham-
mad b. Yahya b. Hibat Allah al-Husayni al-Zubart
(d. 8 Dhu ’l-Ka‘da 539/2 May 1145) and completed
on 15 Dhu *1-Ka‘da 534/2 July 1140 or 536/11 June
1142; it eventually became one of the most authori-
tative ImamI Kur'an commentaries. In the introduc-
tion, al-TabrisT acknowledges his debt to al-Tasis
K. al-Tibyan, but criticises al-Tast for including unre-
liable material and for occasional stylistic infelicities.
Al-Tabriss method is to take up one group of verses
at a time and discuss kwd’at, language and grammar
before providing a detailed commentary on the text,
based on both Sunni and Shi‘f sources and incorpo-
rating his own views.

(i) al-Kafi al-shaft min kitab al-kaghshaf, a one-volume
Kur'afi commentary also known as al-Tafstr al-wadiiz.
As its title suggests, it is an abridgement of al-
Zamakhshar?s Kashshaf—a work which al-TabrisT came
to know and admire after completing the Madjma®
al-bayan. The Kafi was still available to ‘Ali al-Karaki
[g.0.] (see al-Madjlist, Bikar al-amwar, cviii, 48).

(i) Djawami® al-giami. This 4-volume work, also
known as al-Tafsir al-wasif, was the last to be written
of the author’s three Kur’an commentaries; it was
composed at the request of al-TabrisT’s son al-Hasan
and completed in a single year, on 24 Muharram
543/14 June 1148. The material in the Djawami‘ is
culled from both the Madima® al-bayan and the Aafi.

(iv) Iam al-ward bi-a‘lam al-huda, written for the
Ispahbadi ‘Ala” al-Dawla ‘Al b. Shahriyar b. Karin
(r. 511-34/1117-40) [see BAWAND]. It comprises biogra-
phies of the Prophet, of Fatima and of the Imams,
and is based on a wealth of Sunni and Shi‘T sources.
This work, under its alternative title Rabi‘ al-ghi‘a, was
on occasion erroneously attributed to Radt al-Din Ibn
Tawis (d. 664/1266) (Kohlberg, 65).

() al-Adab al-diniyya b l-khizana al-muTniyya, a work
of adab dedicated to Mu‘in al-Din Aboi Nagr Ahmad
b. al-Fadl b. Mahmiid, who for two years, until his
assassination by Isma‘ili fida’ss in Rabi® I 521/March-
April 1127, was a vizier of the Khurisanian ruler
Sandjar b. Malikshah (d. 552/1157 [g.0.]).

(vi) Tddi el-mawalid, containing succinct biographi-
cal information about the Prophet, Fatima and the
Imams. The work was written in 509/1115-6 (Tadj
al-mawalid, in Madimii'a nafisa fi ta’rikh al-a’tmma, Kumm
1406/1985-6, 139, 146).

(vii) MNathr al-la’ali, alphabetically arranged apo-
thegms of ‘Alf. It is sometimes confused with a work
of the same title by ‘All b. Fadl Allah al-Rawandt
(alive in 589/1193) (Kohlberg, 298-9).

All of these, with the possible exception of the Aafi,
are extant.

Al-Tabrisi wrote abridgements (ikhtiyaral) of various
works, including (besides the Kaff) the Muktasad fi
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Relevant here is also the importance given by the Qur’an to letter-shapes, writing and
the pen, as well as other, wider issues, such as the analogy between divine justice
(“adl) and harmony (i“tidal) discussed in early sources. It follows that the key to the
aesthetics of Qur’anic calligraphy had best be sought primarily in the formal and
semantic texture of the Qur’anic message itself and in the varied manner it was
received and commented upon.

The fourth and final chapter of the publication is devoted to a more in-depth
discussion of the ‘New Style’ and the appearance of cursive as manifest most
prominently in the famous Qur’'an manuscript by Ibn al-Bawwab. Particular attention
is thereby given to the role of the °Abbasid wazir Tbn Muqla (d. 328/940). Like
Sheila Blair before him, so Alain George also doubts whether he can really be said
to have invented the ‘proportioned script’ or codified its rules, as has often been
asserted. George points out that a cormerstone of that system, the round strokes based
on a circle with diameter alif, can be attested in manuscripts such as the Khayqini
Qur’an which were written when Ibn Mugqla was still a child. Furthermore, neither Ibn
al-Nadim, nor any other early source, make mention of a treatise on calligraphy
authored by Ibn Mugqla, which is indeed puzzling. Last but not least, the earliest
surviving source that mentions him as the originator of the proportioned script was
written three centuries after his death. According to George, and Blair, it would seem,
therefore, that someone who was certainly a fine calligrapher was much later credited
with having invented a script style which had in reality developed gradually over a
longer period of time.

The main counter argument to this is the prominence given in virtually all
later sources on calligraphy to statements on the practicalities of the craft attributed to
Tbn Mugla. These have been collected and collated by Hilal Naji in his detailed study
on the wazir to which neither Blair nor George make reference (Ibn Mugla khattatan
adiban wa-insanan (Baghdad: Dar al-Shu®in al-Thaqafiyya al-°Amma, 1991)). When
read in succession, they do indeed seem to emanate from a single source, for they
are couched in the same concise, analytical and authoritative style which also
characterises the treatise on the art of calligraphy attributed to him. The latter, though
a brief document, can justly be considered the seminal nucleus of the theory of Arabic
penmanship. Its structure and thematic range, its terminology and its description of the
geometry of letters, have all been adopted and elaborated upon in the later, much more
copious writings on the subject. Even al-Qalqashandi’s monumental treatment can be
read as a greatly expanded version of the treatise. Whether the latter is in fact by Tbn
Mugla or not will, in the absence of conclusive evidence, remain a matter of debate
for those who choose to doubt the information given in the later Arabic sources.
Concerning the trustworthiness of Arabic sources in general, Alain George makes
a pertinent comment, for he notes that they have at times ‘proved to contain
genuine information”: indeed, the names of South Arabian kings who lived four
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centuries before the Hijra were found to have been preserved in Arabic historical
records with remarkable accuracy (p. 166). That the information provided on Ibn
Mugla’s role might also be ‘genuine’ cannot be discounted.

As part of his final chapter, George addresses the hypothesis put forward by
Yasser Tabbaa who linked the rise of the cursive script to the re-assertion of
Sunni orthodoxy. Like Sheila Blair before him, so George also sees little evidence
that the script ‘carried any ideological connotation’ (p. 143). Rather, the change in
the scribal tradition observable in the tenth and eleventh centuries is presented
as motivated primarily by practical considerations, such as the introduction of paper
and the need to produce larger numbers of Qur'an manuscripts penned in a more
legible script, so as to meet the increasing demand occasioned by demographic
change.

The publication concludes with welcome guidelines on the classification of Kufic
scripts introduced by Frangois Déroche, as well as copious notes and an extensive
bibliography. Its usefulness would have been further enhanced if the Qur’anic verses
in the Kufic illustrations had been identified and if the index had included, also, the
authors of the secondary sources cited. Such minor shortcomings hardly detract,
however, from the overall merit of this beautifully designc;:i volume, which is to be
welcomed by specialists and generalists alike,

STEFAN SPERL
DOL: 10.3366/jgs.2012.0043
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Qur’anic Hermeneutics: Al-Tabrisi and the Craft Zf Commentary. By Bruce
Fudge. Routledge Studies in the Qur'an. Abingdon: Routledge, 2011. Pp. 176,

£75.00.
Ylalid A Salem.

The work under review is introduced to the reader as ‘a case study in Islamic scriptural
interpretation of the medieval period, based on Majma*® al-bayan li-ulim al-Qur’an,
the well known Qur’an commentary of the Imami Shii scholar Abi °Alf al-Fadl b. al-
Hasan al-Tabrisi (d. 548/1154) (p. xi). The work is thus the first major study of any
post-Bliyid Shi‘T Qur'an commentator. Bar-Asher’s study on the early period of
Imami rafsir has set the tone for the field, yet it is almost 20 years since the publication
of his work, With the publication of Fudge’s work a major gap in the field is filled. We
now have a clearer picture of the development of the Shi°T commentary tradition after
the early phase of the genre. But Fudge’s work is hardly confined to Shi‘ism as such,
the work situates the Qur’an commentary tradition in a broader theoretical analytical
frame, drawing on scriptural commentary in Judaism and Christianity. Far more
significant is Fudge’s insistence on understanding Shi‘l commentary tradition in its
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