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_ABU’L-TAYXEB TAHER B. °“ABDALLAH B.
TAHER TABARI AMOLI, jurisconsult, judge (¢azi),
and professor of legal sciences; he was regarded by his
contemporaries as one of the leading Shafe “ites: of
Sth/11th century Baghdad. Born in Amol in Tabarestan
in 348/959-60, Tabari began his studies: at: age
fourteen, somewhat late by the standards of the: time:
In 371/981 he went to Gorgan and then to Ni§apir to
study, but finally settled in Baghdad, where he became
a student of the famous traditionist: Daraqotni (d.
385/995) and Abi Hamed Esfardyini (d: 406/1015)
among others. In 436/1044-45 Tabari was appointeci
gaziin Baghdad, occupying the important post in Kark
left vacant by the death of Saymart. Tabari’s position
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in the intellectual tradition of the century has been
clearly established by G. Makdisi: The Shafe ite
leadership began with Abii Hamed, was then assumed
by Tabari, and continued under two of TabarT’s
students, the biographer and fagih Abii Eshaq Strazi
(d. 476/1083) and Abid Nasr b. al-Sabbag (d. 477/
1084), who were rivals during the establishment of the
Madrasa Nezimiya in 459/1066-67. Other important
students of his were the great historian and biographer,
Katib Bagdadi and Ebn <Aqil.

In addition to his qualities as a jurist, Tabarl had
another side to his character which did not fail to
delight his biographers. His affability and sense of
humor are reflected in numerous anecdotes reported
by them, and he is even said to have given a fatwd in
verse. The sources also record a long exchange of verses
between Tabari and Abu'l-¢Ala> Ma‘arri on the
occasion of the poet’s visit to Baghdad (longest extract
in Ebn Kallekan [Beirut}, 11, p. 512). Tabari died in
450/1058 at the age of 102, still productive and said to
be in full possession of his mental and physical powers,
conlinuing to take part in the solemn processions of
the divan in the Dar al-Keldfa.

Tabari was the author of a number of works on legal
subjects, two of which survive. These are the Sarh
moktasar al-mozani, and, Rawzat al-montaha fi mawled
al-emam al-Safe°T, a work that was used by Sobki for
its list of 8afe <T's disciples. Long extracts of his ta “liga,
or his opinions on problems in feqh, are reproduced
by Sobki and constitute a valuable source for his
doctrine. The fame of his works among Iragi Shafe ‘ite
authors is reflected in the fact that they often refer to
him simply as “the Qazi.”

Bibliography: °Abbadi, Ketab tabagat al-
foqahd@® al-safe‘iya, ed. Vitestam, Leiden, 1964,
p. 114. Ebn al-“Emad, Sadarat al-dahab, Cairo,
1350/1931, 111, pp. 283-85. Abu Eshaq Sirazi,
Tabagat al-fogah@, Baghdad, 1356/1937, pp. 106-
07. Sobki, Tabagdr* 111, pp. 176-97. G. Makdisi, Ibn
Aqil et la résurgence de I'Islam traditionaliste au
Y€ siccle, Damascus, 1963, pp. 202-04 and index.
G. Makdisi, “Muslim Institutions of Learning in
Eleventh Century Baghdad,” BSOAS 22, 1961,
pp. 1-56. Sezgin, GAS L, p. 502.
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J. Schacht; Das Konstantinopler Fragment des Kitab iptilaf
al-fugahd’, Leiden 1933. See Rosenthal, General intro-
duction, 103-5; Gilliot, Les euvres de Tabari, 52-6.

iv. Tahdhib al-athar [wa-tafsil ma‘ant al-thabit ‘an Rasil
Allah min al-akhbar] was al-Tabari’s most ambitious
work on traditions, arranged according to the latest
transmitter of the hadiths and also according to the
Prophet’s Companions, but apparently never completed.
It is more than a mere collection of traditions like
Tbn Hanbal’s Musnad, but examines exhaustively the
philological and legal implications of each tradition,
discussing its meaning and characteristics (€.g- whether
it has any ‘lal or weaknesses) as well as its significance
for religious practice; its contents thus amount to mon-
graphs on a number of topics. Only fragments are
preserved, including those in which al-TabarT took
material from the Musnads of traditions going back to
the Companions ‘Umar b. al-Khattab, ‘All and ‘Abd
Allah b. al-‘Abbas [see musnaD, at vol. VII, 706 a,
middle]. What remains of the Mousnads going back
to the second and third of these three authorites
has been published by Mahmid Muhammad Shakir,
3 vols. Beirut n.d., introd. dated 1982. See Rosenthal,
op. cit., 128-30; Gilliot, op. cit., 68-70; idem, Le traite-
ment du hadit dans le Tahdib al-atdr de Tabari, in
Arabica, xli (1994), 309-51.

v. Tabser uli “l-nuhd wa-ma‘alim al-hudd, partly pre-
served and still in manuscript, is a statement of the
principles of the faith (usal al-din) written at the re-
quest of the scholars of his home town of Amul. See
Rosenthal, op. cit., 126-8.

vi. Sarih al-sunna, a brief profession of faith or creed
(‘akida), preserved, and published with a French trans-
lation by D. Sourdel, Une profession de foi de Phistorien
al-Tabari, in REI, xxxvi (1968), 177-99. See Rosenthal,
op. ci., 125-6.

vii. al-Fasl bayn al-kird’a, preserved but unpublished,
on Kuranic readings, also mentioned under the title
al-Diami® fi *l-kird’at; this last was conceivably, but im-
probably, a separate work. Yakiit quotes Abii ‘Al al-
Hasan al-Ahwazi (d. 446/1054-5) that the latter had
seen a copy of it in 18 volumes, admittedly in a large
script. See Rosenthal, op. cit., 95-7; Gilliot, op. cit., 73.

viii. Dhayl al-mudhayyal, only surviving in a brief
selection (muntakhab), was a supplement to al-TabarT’s
History, with historical information on the religious
scholars needed in connection with the History. The
surviving text was appended to the Leiden edition of
the History at iii, 2295-2561. The whole work would
appear to be that often mentioned by the literary
biographers, etc., as the Tarkh al-Ridial, i.e. of reli-
gious scholars. See Rosenthal, op. cit., 89-90; Gilliot,
op. cit., 72.

Numerous other, substantially lost works are men-
tioned both within al-Tabarl’s own works or in later
literature, including a Lafif al-kawl fi shar@’i al-Islam
(many variants of this title), a “slim” work on the laws
and principles of the Islamic faith; separate works on
the fada’il or merits of the first four caliphs and of
the Prophet’s uncle al-‘Abbas, on which al-Tabar scems
at times to have lectured and for which he gathered
material, without living long enough to put this into
a single, compendious work; on the interpretation of
dreams, Jbarat al-n’yd; a refutation of the founder of
the Zahiriyya, Dawid b. ‘Alf, al-Radd “ala dhi ’l-asfar,
a refutation of some of Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam’s view
on Milik, originating during his stay in Egypt; etc.
There were also various works which were probably

falsely attributed to al-Tabari, including, e.g., al-Radd |

Qi l-Hurkisiyya; cf. on this last work, Rosenthal,
op. cit., 123-4 (accepting the possibility that it was by

al-Tabari), and Gilliot, op. cit., 24-6 (sceptical of the
attribution).
Bibliography: For earlier works, see the Bibl. to

R. Paret’s EI' art. The more recent bibl. is given

by Rosenthal—combined with that for his tr. of

the first 201 pp. of the History—in his General tntro-
duction . . ., 373-8, and Gilliot has a very detailed
bibliography appended to his Exégése, langue et théo-

Iogie en Islam. References are also given within the

body of the present article, which is based substan-

tially on Rosenthal’s exhaustive General introduction.

Finally, one should note, of most recently-appeared

works, Gilliot, Tabart et les chrétiens taglibites, in Univer-

sité Saint-Joseph, Faculté¢ des Lettres et des Sciences

Humaines, Annales du Département des Lettres Arabes,

vi/B (1991-2) [1996] (= In memoriam Professeur Jean

Maurice Fiey, o.p., 1914-1995), 145-59 (al-Tabari held

that the People of the Book should be expelled

from the whole of the Dar al-Islam when they were
no longer of use to the Muslim community); and
idem, Al-Tabari and “The history of salvation”, in

H. Kennedy (ed.), Procs. of the conference on the lfe

and works of Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari, St. Andrews

30 August-2 September 1995, forthcoming.

_ (C.E. BoswoORTH)

AL-TABARI, al-Kadf al-Imam Asu 'L-Tayys TAHR
B. ‘Ap ALLAH b. ‘Umar b. Tahir, principal au-
thority of his time in the ‘Iraki branch of
Shafi‘ism [see sHAFI'TYYA], born at Amul in Taba-
dstan in 348/959-60, died in Baghdid in Rabi® I
450/May 1058.

At fourteen years of age, Abu ’l-Tayyib al-Tabarl
began his legal training under the tutelage of Abii
‘Alf al-Zadjdjadji, who had been a pupil of Ibn al-
Kass, in his turn a disciple of the great Ibn Suraydj
[g.0.]. Al-Tabari completed his education with various
Shafi‘T masters, primarily Abu ’I-Hasan al-MasardjisT
but also Abii Ishak al-Isfara’ini, who taught him the-
ology and ugsil al-fikh, and Abt Hamid al-Isfard’ini,
in Djurdjan, Nisabtr and Baghdad, where he estab-
lished himself definitively.

“The Judge” (al-Kadi), as he was called by ‘Iraki
Shafi‘ss, pursued parallel careers as an educator and
a judge. He apparently composed a considerable body
of work in various branches of legal sciences but only
a fragment of one of his texts, al-Ta'ltka (it is either
a commentary which he wrote on the Mukhtasar of
al-Muzani or his commentary on the furd® of lbn al-
Haddad), has survived to this day in manuscript form
(Istanbul, Ahmet III, no. 850, see G. Makdisi, Ihn
‘Agil, Damascus 1963, 204). In fact, as is indicated
by the manner in which al-TabarT is introduced by
al-Nawawi (“the master of the author of the Muhadh-
dhab”: Tahdhib al-asm@ wa “l-lughat, Beirut n.d., ii, 247),
his renown was rapidly eclipsed by that of his more
famous disciple, Aba Ishak al-Shirazi [¢.v.], who
devoted to him one of the most laudatory notices in
his Tabakdt al-fukah@, describing him as “the greatest
mudjtakid” whom he had ever encountered (Beirut n.d.,
135). Only the titles of his other works have been
preserved (besides the two above-mentioned works:
al-Mudjarad, al-Minkadj fi “l-khilafiyat and Tabakat al-
shafiipa, Beirut 1988, 210-11). Al-Tabari conducted
his lectures in a masdjid in the Bab al-Maratib quar-
ter of Baghdad, attracting large numbers of students.
Among his disciples or pupils who are stll renowned,
are included the Shafi‘T historian and traditionist al-
Khatib al-Baghdadi and the Hanbali Tbn Akl [gaw].

An important personality of Baghdad (madimat al*
salam), and already well advanced in age, al-Tabari was
appointed to the post of judge (kadz) of the Karkh
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662 ABT AL-TAYYIB AL-TABART

Abii al-Tayyib al-Tabari, Tahir b.
‘Abd Allah b. Tahir (348-450/959-1058),
was a well-known ShafiT jurist. He was
born in Amul (al-Khatib, 9/359; Abu
Ishaq, 127), where he is said to have begun
his education in the science of hadith at
the age of fourteen (al-Khatib, 9/ 359; Ibn
al-Jawzi, Sifa, 2/494). He also attended
Abii ‘Ali al-Zujaj’s classes in jurisprudence
(Aba Ishaq 117, 127, al-Sam‘ani, 9/43;
of Ibn Abt al-Dam, 443, who refers erro-
neously to Abt ‘All al-Thaqaft instead of
Abt ‘Al al-Zujajy).

Abni al-Tayyib travelled around the
Mislim world in search of knowledge.
For instance, he went to Gurgan in order
to-hear hadiths from Abt Bakr al-Ismafl,
butiwas unable to see him since the lat-
ter ‘had died (after 370/980) (al-Khatb,
9/%3:59; Aba Ishaq, 116). He nevertheless
met al-lsmaflr's son, AbT Sa‘d al-Isafl,
and other scholars of that region such as
Aba al-Qzasim b. Kajj and Aba Ahmad al-
Ghitrifi. He also studied jurisprudence for
four years under Abti al-Hasan al-Masarjist
in Nisabur and Abu Ishaq al-Isfarayini
iry Jsfarayin before travelling to Baghdad
where he took up residence. While in Bagh-
dad, he studied under such well-known:
scholars as al-Daraqutni, Aba Hamid al-
Tsfarayint (q.v), ‘All b. ‘Umar al-Sukkar,
Tbn ‘Arafa and Mu@fi b. Zakariyya b.
Tarara (al-Khatib, 9/ 358-359; Abiui Ishaq,
196, 127; Tbn Khallikan, 1/28). He then
began teaching in Baghdad, and is said to

have taught many of the learned men of

that city (al-Subki, 3/176).

Abt Ishaq al-Shirazi (q.v), who was
one of his close companions, attended
his classes for over ten years. Al-Khatib
al-Baghdadr was also one of his prominent
disciples, and is said to have studied under
him for many years (al-Khatib, 9/ 359).
His other students included scholars such
as Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Qazwinl (Mun-
tajab al-Din, 186), Ya'qib b. Sulayman
al-Khazin al-ShafiT (Ibn Shakir, 4/335)
and Abi al-Walid al-Baji (q.v.) (al-Magarty,

9/976; for his other students, see also
al-Dhahabi, 17/671; al-Subki, 3/176).

Aba al-Tayyib played a major role in
spreading the ShafiT madhhab in Iraq. His
disputations with representatives of other
schools such as the well-known Hanaft
scholars, Aba al-Hasan al-Taliqant, who
was the judge of Balkh, and Abt al-Hasan
al-Qudtri, bear witness to his persistent
endeavours in this field (al-Subki, 3/182—
195). For this reason he was generally
known as al-Shaykh al-‘Amid (al-Thaaliby,
92/66) or Shaykh al-Traq (al-‘Abbads, 114).
Abi Ishaq al-Shirazi and other ShafiT
scholars in Iraq referred to him simply as
al-gadi (the judge) (al-Subki, 3/177). He
held such an elevated position in jurispru-
dence that he was sometimes regarded
as superior to Abt Hamid al-Isfarayini
(al-Khatib, 9/359).

When al-Qadi Abu ‘Abd Allah al-
Saymari al-Hanafi died (405/ 1014), Aba
al-Tayyib succeeded him as gagi for western
Baghdad and Rab‘ al-Karkh (al-Khatib,
9/359; al-Sam‘ani, 9/43). Sometime later,
he became the gadi of both eastern and
western Baghdad (al-Sarifini, 414), and
continued to act as gagi until the end of
his long life (al-Khatib, 9/360; al-Sam‘ang,
9/43). According to al-Tha‘alibt (2/66), in
addition to being gadi, Abt al-Tayyib was
the chief of the dawan-i rasa’il (chancery).
He was also a man of letters, and his poetic
exchanges with Abt al-‘Ala’ al-Ma‘arri
(q-v.) have survived, along with some of his
other poems (see al-Tha‘alibi, 2/66-67;
al-Khatib, 9/359-360; Ibn Khallikan, 2/
512-514; al-Subki, 3/178-182).

Abi al-Tayyib died in Baghdad, at over
one hundred years of age. Many local dig-
nitaries attended his funeral, and he was
buried near the tomb of Ahmad b. Hanbal
in the Bab al-Harb cemetery, in the west
of the city (al-Khatib, 9/360; al-BundarT,
23; Ibn al-Athtr, 9/ 651). Abt Muhammad
al-Dughabadi was one of the poets who
composed an elegy for him (al-Thaalibi,
2/83-84).
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THE THEORY OF MUSIC IN ARABIC WRITINGS
(¢.900-1900), AMNON SHILOAH, 1979 Miinchen,
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(abw’l-Tayyib Tahir b. “Abd Allah b. Tahir)
Shaff’i jurist; b. Amul 348/959/-60, d. Baghdad 450/1058.

Studied fikh in his native town, and later in Baghdad. When in 429/1037-8 the
Buyid Djalal al-dawla wished to assume the title malik al-mulitk in the khutha,
al-Tabari was one of the fakikhs who were approached by the caliph for the farwa,
and declared ‘the title allowable.

Kitab fi sama al-ghing BEHT th.w o oS
Book on the listening to music.

Written as a reply to a question concerning the lawfuiness of music, this lengthy
work; by reference to the Shafi5 legal school, refutes the sama, dance and hand-

clapping as practiced by the sufis. al-Tabari is often quoted by subsequent authors
who inveighed against music.

Incipit (T-Is, Esad Ef. Medresesi): f’*uﬁ' CR s ca.” )._-i A...u.” Lv,.)i Js
Explicit: J.LL..” Al n}ji.o Lt

Mss:
T-Is, Esad Ef. medresesi, 156 ff.

Bibliography: Br. I, 180; EI, IV, p. 577.
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