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TA’ and TA’, the third and sixteenth letters
of the Arabic alphabet, with the numerical val-
ues in the abdiad system of 400 and 9 respectively.
In the modern standard pronunciation, the former
represents a voiceless, slightly aspirated, dental (or
dento-alveolar) stop; the latter a voiceless, unaspirated,
dental (dento-alveolar) stop with simultaneous velari-
sation, i.e. with the back of the tongue lifted towards
the soft palate. Sibawayh and his successors classify
(@ as madihir, which most modern scholars have under-
stood to mean “voiced” [see HURDF AL-HiDjA’ and the
references cited there], but the evidence of modern
Arabic dialects and of the other Semitic languages
seems hardly reconcilable with the alleged voiced
articulation of {@. Tt is true that in a large area of
central Yemen, including San‘@’, the reflex of clas-
sical @ is in fact realised as a voiced [d] in pre- and
inter-vocalic positons, but in many of these dialects
1@ is also voiced in the same positons (see P. Behnstedy,
Die nordjemenitischen Dialekte. Teil 1. Atlas, Wiesbaden
1985, 13 and Karte 6). Thus the Yemenite evidence
does not really support the supposedly ancient voiced
realisation specifically for “emphatic™ (2’

In words of Greek or Latin origin which entered
Arabic via Aramaic. original [t] is normally repre-
sented by /@’ this continues the scribal practice in
Aramaic, where the letter faw represents the {origi-
nally aspirated, later fricative) Greek 8, while the let-
ter tith is reserved for the Greek (unaspirated) <.
Similarly in borrowings from Iranian languages, orig-
inal [1] is very often represented by @’ in Arabic (e.g.
in place-names like Tabaristdn, Tis, lstakhr), possi-
bly suggesting that in early New Persian [t was still
(as in Old Iranian) unaspirated. However, in modern
Persian [t] is pronounced almost exactly like Arabic
[{], i.e. with some degree of aspiration, and when the
Persians began to write their own language in Arabic
script they consistently used 2’ for their [t], restrict-
ing 1@ to words borrowed from Arabic.

Turkic languages, when written in Arabic script,
generally use 2> for the more or less palatalised []
occurring in the vicinity of front vowels and (@’ for
the same phoneme next to back vowels. Urdlt uses
@ for its voiceless, unaspirated dental [t] and puts
(at least in the modern orthography) a miniaturised
1@ over the letters r@’, dal and unpointed @@’ to indi-
cate the Indian retroflex consonants [1], [d] and [{];
ordinary 4 is used (as in Persian) only in Arabic
words and is not distinguished from @’ in pronunci-
ation.

Bibliography: W.H.T. Gairdner, The phonetics of
Arabic, London 1925; J. Cantineau, Cours de phoné-
tique arabe, in Etudes in linguistique arabe. Memorial Jean
Cantineau, Paris 1960, 31 fI; H. Fleisch, Traité de
philologie arabe, i, Beirat 1961, 57 fI; A. Roman,
Etude de la phonologie et de la morphologic de la Koiné

arabe, Aix-en-Provence 1983, 1, 155 ff., 254-6, 311-

13, ii, 604 f; T.F. Micchell, Pronouncing Arabic, 1,

Oxford 1990, 33-45. (F.C. pE Brors)

TA-HA, two isolated letters at the head of stira XX
in the Kuran. It has been proposed to explain them
as an abbreviadon, either of an imperatve (from the
root w-t->; al-Hasan al-Basri) or from a proper name
(Talha; Abi Hurayra), meaning the Companion of the
Prophet, who supplied this sira to the first compilers
of the Kur’an.

The important thing to note is that Muslim tradi-
ton since the 3rd/9th century has made Ta-Hz one
of the names of the Prophet, and as a result, to this
day we find boys in Egypt and ‘Irak given the name
Muhammad Ta-Ha. From the 4th/10th century, mys-
tics unanimously see in Ta-Ha the purity (tehara) and
recdtude (fhtida’) of the heart of the Prophet. Such
are in digfr [gv] the classical meanings of the two
letters.

On the other hand, the two letters (d-sin (found at
the head of sira XXVII), following the methods of
diafr which sees in them abbreviations of ‘ahdra + sand,
have been taken by certain early mystics to designate
Iblis, whose monotheistic preaching among the angels
was parallel with the monotheistic mission of Ta-Ha
(= Muhammad) among men (see al-Halladj, Tasin al-
azal. In this connection, it may be asked whether {d-
sin was not formed by the inversion of shi-fan and
this after the year 309/922, date of the death of al-
Halladj, for numencally # + sin = 300 + 9).

The personal name, reduced to Taha, has not ac-
quired a comparatively frequent usage in the Islamic
lands. This is partcularly seen in the name of the
famous Egyptian man of letters and politics, Taha
Husayn [g.z.].

Bibliography: Maydani, s.v. rudda min taha ila
bismillak, Bakli, Tafsir, Cawnpore 1883, 1, 18-19 (tr.
in Massignon, Essai sur les origines du lexique technique
de la mystigue musulmane®, Paris 1954, 99, and idem,
La passion d’al Hallgj, Paris 1922, 884, n. 1); 1bid.,
Eng. tr. H. Mason; Raghib Pasha, Safina, Cairo
1282, 395; Noldeke-Schwally, Geschichte des Qorans,
i, 70-8. (L. MassiGNON)
TAA (a., pl. taal), a term of the theological

vocabulary for an act of obedience to God,
contrasted with ma‘sipa, pl. ma‘dsi, act of disobedience
to God, hence sin. The two terms represent respec-
tively good and bad actions, but add, or substitute
for, these purely moral ideas the religious concept of
conformity or non-conformity to the divine Law.

Ta% is not a Kur’dnic term (good actions are usu-
ally called safikat, or much more rarely, hasana, pl.
hasanat (see VI, 160; X1, 114; XXV, 70; XXVII, 89;
XXV, 84). On the other hand, the verb ataa “to
obey”, is very common (74 attestations), and in 31
instances it involves, in effect. obedience to God; but
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