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Elizabeth A. Zachariadou

ANOTHER DOCUMENT OF SHEHAB AL-DIN PASHA
CONCERNING MOUNT ATHOS (1455)

Shahin or Shehab al-Din Pasha, a eunuch and at the same time a bold soldier,
served under two sultans, Murad II and Mehemmed II. His patronymic Abd Aliah,
figuring on his pendje, suggests that he was a convert, probably recruited through
the devshirme.! His career was a glorious one and in 1439-1441, when the clash
between the Hungarians and the Ottomans was at its height, he was vizier and at
the same time beglerbegi of Rumelia, being credited with the important conquest
of the silver-producing region of Novobrdo.2 When, with the accession of the
young Mehemmed II to the throne, the war party within the Ottoman Empire ac-
quired full power, Shahin stood firmly at the new sultan’s side.

In addition to his military activities, Shahin Pasha was involved in the affairs
of the monks living on Mount Athos. As early as 1439 he had a very rich and aris-
tocratic friend there, Radi¢ the Serbian Celnik who had retreated to the monastery
of Kastamonitou without surrendering his interests in his silver mines in Serbia and
his fortune in general. Shahin treated Radié’s attitude favourably. When the Celnik
had a dispute about a very large deposit, Shahin was careful to instruct a judge to
open an investigation. When Novobrdo was conquered by the Ottomans he took
care of the Celnik’s share in the silver mines as well as of his house situated in the
town.3

Other Athonite documents in Greek show Shahin’s preoccupations with mo-
nastic disputes, which could be settled through customary law (57f) and not in the
religious court (shari%). That made it possible for the monks to appeal to him. In
1452 the monasteries of Xenophon and of Saint Panteleemon were in dispute about
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