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and later of Riyah and Kurra, all members of the
Hilal group, in this region, and this later exploded
into the great Hildlian invasion of 443/1051, in the
aftermath of which we have the report of al-BakrT
(d. 476/1083), “It is a large city by the sea and en-

closed by a wall of bricks. It has a mosque, a bath
and bazaars. It has three gates: Kibli [i.e. southeast], |

Djawft [i.e. landwards], and a small one facing the
sea [i.e. north]. This city has no suburbs around it,
but possesses date-palms, gardens, sweet-water springs
and many cisterns. [ts animals are goats and their
meat is juicy and tender, the like of which is not
found in Egypt.” The new elements are a mosque,
the bath, and bazaars. Al-BakiT's report was the basis
of the modern excavations in this area. He hints at
the existence of Arab, Berber, Persian and Coptic
merchants, whose commercial practices he criticises.

In the later Fitimid period, Surt began to be
abandoned, being probably no longer a junction of
east-west and north-south trade routes. The decline
of Surt and Adjdabiya is attested by al-IdrisT (d. 561/
1166), who seems to have visited the Syrtic region.
In the next century, ‘Alf b. Sa‘td al-MaghribT (d.
685/1286) talks of Surt’s forts having survived. In the
19th century, the Ottoman writer Ahmad al-N2'ib al-
Angari also mentions Surt, but mainly on the basis
of al-Bakri’s report.

The city withered away between the 6th/12th and
the early 19th centuries. It is at this time that west-
ern exploration and modern archaeology revived
knowledge of it. The Beachey brothers visited it in
1821; Heinrich Barth in 1846 (whose ideas were
restated by Karl Miiller); G.A. Freund in 1881; Luigi
Cerrata in 1931; and Richard Goodchild in 1950.

Later explorations by ‘Abd al-Hamid Abu ’l-Sa‘ad’

in 1963-4, Muhammed Mustafa in 1965-6, H. Blake,

A. Hutt, and D. Whitehouse in 1971, and by Géza

Fehérvari, Abu ’I-Saad and Geoffrey and Joan King,
as well as Masid Shaghlif and E. Chin, in 1978,
have covered four seasons of excavations revealing

walls that encompassed the city during the time of
Ibn Hawkal within 184,003 m® the mosque, the forts,

the cisterns, and the roads and gates. No trace of the
harbour remains, but as evidence of trade, 20 Fatimid
lustre fragments and a coin of the time of the caliph,
al-Mu‘izz have been discovered.
Bibliography: 1. Sources. Ya'kibi, Buldan, 344-
6; Ibn Khurradadhbih, vi, 85, 86, 224; Mukaddast,
iii, 245; Ibn Hawkal, ii, 67-8, tr. Kramers-Wiet,
63-4; Bakrt, al-Mughrib fi dhikr bilad Ifitkiya (= part

of his al-Masalik wa ’I-mamalkik) ed. de Slane, Algiers |
1857; “Ali b. Sa‘td al-Maghribi, al-Mughrib fi huld |
y *[-Maghrib, quoted in Abu ’l-Fida’, 149; Makrizi, |
Gz al-hunaf@, ed. Dj. al-Shayyal, Cairo 1967, 59-

796; Ibn ‘Idharf, i, 230, 243-5; 251-2 Ahmad al-
L N@ib al-Ansari, al-Manhal al-‘adhb f7 ta’rikh Tarabulus
" al-gharb, Tripoli n.d. 119-20.
Studies. R.G. Goodchild, Medina Sultan (Charax-
Iscina-Surt), a preliminary note, in Libya Antiqua, i (1963),

132-42; ‘Abd al-Hamid Abu ’l-Sa‘dd, Early mosque |
at Madinet Sultan, in ibid., ii-iv (1966-7), 155-60;
H. Blake, A. Hutt and D. Whitehouse, Adidabiyain

the earliest Fatimid Architecture, in 1bid., viil (1971) 105-

20; A. Hamdani, Some aspects of the history of Libya

during the Fatimid period, in Libya in history, Beirut

1970, 321-48, and Surt; the city and ils history, in The

Maghreh Review, vi/1-2 (1991), 2-17.

_ (A. Hampani)

SURUR, Mirza Rapjap ‘ALl BEc (ca. 1787-1867)
carly writer of Urdu fiction, born in Lucknow,
__for which city he retained great affection all his life.

He was well educated, noted for his command of
Arabic and Persian, as. well as Urdu, and excelled in
calligraphy. He was also an expert musician. He was
trained in poetry by a pupil of Stz [q.2.], Nawazish.
He was a friend of the poet Ghalib [g.2.], who regarded
him as the leading, Urdu prose writer of his age.
Apparently, Suriir fell foul of the Nawwab of Lucknow
Ghizi al-Din Haydar Shah, and had to leave for
Cawnpore and Benares, where he ‘wrote his master-
piece, the romantic novel Fasdna-yi ‘adjd’ib. For fur-
ther information about this work, see xissa, 5. In
Urdu, at vol. V, 202. The title of the work is apt,
meaning “Story of wonders”, as it contains “plenty
of necromancy and witchcraft, spiced with adventures
in charmed forests and duels with demons and wizards”
(Saksena). It is an archetypal dastan or fairy-story in
the tradition of the old mathnawis [g.0.]. Two features
must, however, be stressed. Firstly, the prose style
tends to be ornate with much rhyme. But Muhammad
Sadiq does concede that “whenever the story interest
predominates ... he comes quite close to the spoken
language of the day, and is racy and idiomatic”.
Secondly, considerable light is shed on contemporary
Lucknow life, seen in the long introduction. Surfir
played an important role in the rise of the Urdu
novel. He was imitated and, at times, satirised. Future
developments were to come from European—chiefly
English—influences. Although written in 1824, Fasana-
i ‘adi@’ib was not published until nearly twenty
years later. In the meantime, Surfr, had returned to
Lucknow, and had been appointed a court poet to
Wadjid ‘Al Shah, Nawwib of Awadh or Oudh who
was, however, exiled by the British to Calcutta in
1856. Surtir was left destitute, but later enjoyed the
patronage of the Maharadjas successively of Benares,
Alwar and Patala. He died in Benares.

The position of Surtir in Urdu literary history is
that his fame is in one form only, the novel; indeed,
almost entirely in one work. Yet, he excelled in sev-
eral fields, and this was recognised by his contem-
poraries. Unfortunately, little of his vast output is
readily available in print. This is attested by Saksena,
writing in 1927. Among works mentioned are a review
of Ghilib in rhymed prose, and an adaptation of the
Arabian Nights, Shabistan-i Surar. There is also a con-
gratulatory ode on the marriage of Prince Edward,
later King Edward VIL Very little of his works, apart
from his prose, has survived, and of that, his works
on calligraphy and music have been forgotten. As for
his poetry, although it must have been of a high
order, no diwdn is to be found. Some poems are avail-
able in his prose works and in various anthologies.
According to Saksena, though he was a member of
the Lucknow school, he followed an independent path,
scorning artificiality and bombast. On the whole,
Saksena’s account of Surfir is one of the best parts
of his History of Urdu literature, though at times verbose
and inconclusive. It does show him as a controver-
sial figure who merits further study.

Bibliography: Suriir’s letters describing his travels
in northern India were published, and are praised
by Saksena. For further information, reference
should be made to xissa. 5, and also to Muhammad
Sadiq, A History of Urdu literature, Oxford 1964, and
Ram Babu Saksena, History of Urdu literature, Alla-
habad 1927. (J.A. Havwoon)
SURUR, NADJIB [sce NADJTB MUHAMMAD SUROR].
SURURI (SURURI), the pen-name (makhlas)

used by several Ottoman poets, of whom the
following two are the most remarkable:

1. MusLr aL-Din, Mustari, a distinguished

.



