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BLakg, S. P. ““Cityscape of an Imperial Capital. Shahjahanabad in 1739, _
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E. Frykenberg. Delhi, Oxford Univ. Press, 1986, pp. 152-191, 2 fig., ! plan. o

Sous un Utre qui peut paraitre trompeur, ’auteur décrit les étapes de la construction “de
la capitale de Sah Jahan depuis les premiers projets, datant de 1639, jusqu’a un siécle aprés.
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HISTORY OF PAKISTAN

. ,

Jahangir was survived by his two sons Khurram (Shah Jahan)

and Shahryar. Khurram was the son-in-law of Asaf Jah and Shchryar
was married to the daughter of Nur Jahan and Sher Afgan.?®

Shah Jahan : After the death of Jahangir Khurram (Shah Jahan)'
had proclaimed himself the emperor of India under the cover of a
prior understanding between himself and Asaf Jah who had suc-

cessfully outmanoevered Nur Jahan, Shakryar and Dawar Bakhsh

(sonAof Khurram).®

Shah Jahan managed to remove all the claimants from the ficld
and the descendents of Akbar and Jahangir were mercilessly killed on

‘the apprchensian that any one of them might put up his claim to -

Lingship.3 It is intercsting to note that Shah Jahan met 2 .simil'flr
fate towards the close of his career, when his two sons were killed in
:11 similar combat and he was himself deposed to suffer a life ‘confine-
muent in the Fort of Agra. Shah Jahan ruled over the Mughal empire

' for 22 years and made a name in history, for his contribution to art
and architzcture and economic prosperity. He wasa valiant general
and a capablc statesman. His reign was considered to be the golden‘
period of the Mughal rule in India when the glory of the empire
r2ached its zenith.3% : '

He had in him the attributes of a moble Turk and a valiant
Rajput. Compared with his father and grandfather he was more
.concerned with the laws of Shariah. He abrogated ¢“Sajda’ (o4x)
‘and many otherrun-Islamic practices. Although Shah Jahan was not
.a scholar like his father, he acquired a sufficient knowledge that an
intelligent practical man would nee.. Attached to his court were
;mz.my prominent scholars . 1d poets who were respected and

honoured.33

The policy of regaining the ancestral territory in Transoxiana
(Central Asia) and establishing his authority in Deccan had kept him
on alert ; but his fond hope to anuex Samarqand did not materialize,
whereas in Daccan he et with considerable success.}

29. Ibid., 470-71. 30 Ibid.
31. Ibid., 32, Ibid.
34. Ibid.

33, Majumdar, op. cit., pp. 470-90.
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T8 GREAT MUGHALS

" Yet another aspect of his rule that made him more famous was
his aesthetic taste for beautiful gardens and buildings. . He inherited
an empire that was firmly cstabl_ished and was prasperous. It was an
appropriate time for activities other than the consolidation of einpire.
He made a generous use of his aesthetic taste and the resources. of his
empire in raising beautiful gardens and imposing buildings of unique:
architectural splendour. In history be is known as a great builder
who had to his credit many beautiful buildings like the Taj Mahal,
Moti Masjid Agra, Jamia Masjid Dehli, Lal Qala Dehli, Shalamar
Bagh Lahore, Jahangir’s Tomb Lahore, Jamia Masjid Thatta and
many other buildings. Here Shah Jahan exhibited his talent in a
variety of designs whose parallel history has yet to find.3s

Aurangzeb : In 1658 A.D. Shah Jahan was deposed by his third
sop Aurangzeb who emerged victorious in the battle of 'succession
fought at Samugarh. Dara was defeated and put to death. The
- other brothers Murad and Shuja met a similar fate. Fearing any
possible conspiracy against himself he put Shah Jahan in confinement-
' in the fort of Agra, where he passed the remaining years of his life
in utter despair. The only person who stood by him in his fallen days
| was his daughter, Jaban Ara who comforted him and narsed him in
{ old age. 3 o o o

 Aurangzeb was made of a different element. He had in him the -
quickness ‘of Timur, feariessness of Babur, military shrewdness of

- Akbar, scholarly accomplishment of Jahangir and aesthetic taste of
Shah Jahan. He possessed the qualities he required to run the empire. "
He remained on horseback in the Deccan to command his forces, but
at the same time was oot unmindful of the north. He kept the reins
of the empire in his strong hands and enjoyed the absolute authority
until his death in 1707.37 |

Many of the European and Hindu writers have tried to paint him -
. as a-»rcligious zealot, which he was not. He succeeded the throne of

' ; Dehli in the true spirit of his ancestors and followed most of the

L policies which were really originated during the reign. of Akbar and -

35. Ibid., pp. 571-601. 36. Ibid., pp. 481-91. '
37. Majumdur, op. cit., pp. 571-601. ) ‘
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200 SOCIETY AND CULTURE IN MEDIEVAL INDIA

gallery consisting of many valuable paintings in one of his gardens.2

No doubt Mughal painting did much progress in the reign of

Jahangir.

Farruk Beg, Mohammad Nadir, Mohammad Murad, Aga
Riza and Ustad Mansur Were the prominent painters of Jahangir's
time. Though he did not favour Hindu painters, yet Bishan Das,
Keshava Manohar, Madhav and Tulsi also flourished during
his time. ’

Under Jahangir, portrait painting acquired unusual fineness,
and scenes of hunting became very popular® “Since the Mughal
artist was one of the retinue of the Court, keen to please his patron,
who was cither the Emperor or a nobleman, he was more familiar
with the important dignitaries of the court, the picturesquness and
pomp . of camp life, with armies on the march, hunting, battle and
Darbar scenes. A keen appreciation of nature led him to draw
curious birds, animals and unusual trees and flowers. Jahangir
commissioned artists to depicit for him any rare bird or beast, and
in this way an interesting a/fum was made.”? The Mughals loved
blossoms and plants in bloom, and the artists brush was requisitioned
to portray the likeness of anything geautiful and rovsl. Thus, under
Jahangir, Indian. painting reached its high watermark,

Shahjahan. The painting continued to flourish in his time.
But he was more fond of archite cture than of painting. Though
Shahjahan was more interested in architecture but even then he
continued the tradition of his father in the sphere of painting,?s
Percy-Brown.has remarked. *“With his { Jahangir’s passing away )
the soul of Mughal painting also departed.”

The paintings of the time of Shahjahan are characterised by
graphic colouring and ornamental borders. Proper attention was
not paid ta perspective, light and shade.  Dr. Tara Chand says that
the reign of Shahjahan saw the culmination of the art, the rules of

(22) Tuzuk-i.Jahangiri, A Roggers Trans, Vol. II p, 161-62

(23} Dr. Tara Chaad, Influence of Islam on Indian Culture; p. 271.
(24) Dr. Shanti Swarup, The art and crafts of India and Pakistan, p. 22
(25) Dr,B. P, Saxcna, History of Shahjahan of Dihli, p. 22
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perspective a;id forshortening, of modelling and shading were
introduced, the finest brushes and the most costly colours were
used. - ““By constant practice the draughts-manship in Shahjahan’s
school of painting becomes very semsitive. The lines are ngt

INDIA

allowed. to flow freely, but are studied and above all priorityis *

gi\fen to the expression of grace and delicacy. The lines at times
are so fine that it would require sometimes a magnifying glass to
distingush the delicate strokes ’*26 Among the artists mention should
be made of Hindus who were more numerous. Among Hindus,
Kalyan Das alias Chatarman, Anupchatar, Ra’i Anup and Manohar,
and among the Musalmans, Muhammad Nadir Samarqandi, Mir
Hashim and Muhammad Fagir Ullah Khan have been mentioned
by Smith.2? The school of painting was now  supervised by
Muhammad Faqirullah Khan.
portrait painter. Asaf Khan and Dara Shikoh were also patrons of
the art of painting. ' | ‘

Aurangzeb. He was an orthodox Muslim, Unlike his ' prede-
cessors, he was neither a lover of art nor extended his support to it.
He got white washed the paintings on the tomb of Akbar and
destroyed the paintings of the palace of Bijapur. The painters of
Delhi and Agra fled away to different parts of the country, The
reign of Auragnzeb marks the decline of the art of painting, The
nobles who patronised artists, now paid them wages. In cone
sequence the character and quality of work deteriorated; In the
reign of Farrukhsiyar (1713-1719), however, painting received a
fresh impetus, but the artists produced work, large in volume but
much inferior to that done in the time of Akbar, Jahangir
& Shahjahan. The colours Jacked refinement, “and to hide defeets
increased use of stippling was made.” Muhammad Shah also
patronised the art of painting, but no artist of his time could
capture its previous frillionce,28

The Portrait Painting and Technique of Mughal Pain-
ting. The Mughal artist achieved great fame in the realm of

portrait painting. In the reign of Akbar, the art of portrait paint-

(26) Dr. Motichand; The Technique of Mﬁghal Painting, p; 95
(27) * A History of Fine Arts of India and C_eylon, p. 482
(28) Dr.A, L. Srivastava, Medicval Indjan Culture, p. 2417

Mir  Hashim w?s an excellent
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16 Policies of the Great M ughals

Khan asdiwan of Bengal and charged him to settle the revenue
affairs of that region. But nothing further is recorded about the
mission. In the fiscal system, a distinction was drawn between
central and local heads. The former comprised tributes, mMONO-
polies, land revenue, customs, mint escheats and presents On the

‘side of income.?* Large concession were sanctioned on barren and

on less fertile land in order to encourage agriculture and parti-
cularly by reclamation of waste land. During scarcity and
famine remissions of revenue were also made with a liberal hand.
Thanks to the difficulties of Transport, medieval famines Wwere
restricted in area but with intense suffering. Indian Historians and
foreign travellers alike paint a ghastly picture of the hunger and
mortality that raged wild over the stricken region. The state did

something to relieve the misery. Besides remissions of revenue, It

“distributed large sums of money, opened relief works, encouraged

recruitment to the army, and established free soup kitchens and
alm-houses.*

Shahjahan

In Shahjahan’s period also the most important source
of the income Wwas the land revenue. From the account
of the contemporary chronicles, it is apparent that Shah-
jahan was solicitous for the welfare of agri«mlturist.26 To
relieve the peasants from the exactions of revenue collectors,
he abolished some illegal taxes in Kashmir and . his reign
is marked by the construction of several canals for irrigation.
Shahjahan enjoined on his officers the duty of looking after the
interests of the ryot, but his instructions Wwere not faithfully
observed. Once while examining the records of the revenuc
department, the Emperor found that in a certain village the revenue
had increased by a few thousands. And after enquiry made by
Diwan Sadullah Khan it was found that revenue was increased on

______.._————-—-_'

74. Moreland; From Akbar to Aurangzeb; p. 269 _
95. A.H. Lahori; padshahnama, Elliot & Dowson, VII pp. 24-25
26. Lahori; Vol I, pp. 4-5
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CHAPTER VIII

THE CHANGING FACADE OF ANGLO-MUGHAL
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS

(1628-1657 )

1. Commercial position in the beginning of Shahjahan’s reign -

During the viceroyalty of Prince Khurram at Gujarat:;he left
no stone unturned to check the growing commercial activities of the
English in Mughal India. But a drastic change took place in his
attitude towards the English during his candidacy for the throne and
even after his accession to the thrope. ‘

Upto 1623 the Indian merchants also resisted the commercial
aceivities of the English East India Company, but with Jahangis
firman in 1624, a period of peaceful Anglo-Mughal commercial
relations ensued. It placed the English in an advantageous position,.

the Company in London (January 4, 1628) that their relation ‘with
the country people’ ie. Indians was fair stating that the English lived
in ‘greater peace and amity’? with them than before, This relation
was further strengthened by the convoying of Mughal junks to the
Red Sea ports by the English navy.3

While India’s Red Sea trade was guarded by the English navy, her
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CHAPTER XIV
SOME INCIDENTS OF SHAH JAHAN'S REIGN
1628 - 1659 A.D. |

HERE is extant a voluminous native history of
Shah Jahan’s reign, entitled Pdadshah-namah,

‘““ Book of the King.” It was written by Abd-al-Hamid

of Lahore, who died in 1654 A.D., five years before the
emperor’s decease, leaving behind him a most detailed
account of his royal patron. These annals cover twenty-
one years of ‘he emperor’s reign, and, taken together,
they make up two large volumes of nearly seventeen
hundred pages, which rehearse the more important
transactions of the kingdom during that period.

The excerpts which are included in the present vol-
ume are chosen because of their general interest, and
they are representative of dozens of others in the East-
ern chronicler’s acecount. The pasgages selected refer
to a visitation of the plague in Shah Jahan’s reign, to
the construction of the famous Peacock Throne and to
an attempted conquest of Tibet.

¢ For an entire year during the rule of the Emperor
820
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A YEAR OF FAMINE 821

Shah Jahan no rain had fallen in the territories of the
Balaghat, and the drought had been especia]ly severe
about Daulatabad. Even in the following year there
had been a deficiency in the bordering countries and a
total absence of rain in the Deccan and Gujarat. The
inhabitants of these two countries were reduced to the
direst extremity. Life was offered for a loaf, but none
would buy£ rank was to be sold for a cake, but none
cared for ity the once bounteous hand was now stretched
out to beg for food, and the feet which had always
trodden the way of contentment walked about only in
search of sustenance. For a long time dog’s flesh was
sold for goat’s flesh and the pounded bones of the dead
were mixed with flour and sold, but when this was dis-

covered, the sellers were brought to justice. Destitu-

tion at length reached such a pitch that men began to
devour each other and the flesh of a son was preferred
to his love. The multitude of those who died blocked
the roads, and every man whose dire sufferings did not
terminate in death and who retained the power to move
wandered off to the towns and villages of other coun-
tries, Those lands which had been famous for their
fertility and plenty now retained no trace of produc-

tiveness.

The emperor, in his gracious kindness and bounty,
directed the officials of Burhanpur, Ahmadabad, and the
country of Surat to establish soup kitchens or alms-
houses for the benefit of the poor and destitute. Every
day sufficient soup and bread were prepared to satisfy
the wants of the hungry. It was further ordered that
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Memoirs, where he refers to the (equipage from Eu-
rope. '

*On the afternoon of the first of Zu-l-ka‘da, corre-
sponding with twenty-first of Aban [1025 4. B., Novem-
be.r .1052 1616 A.p.], T departed in sound health from
Ajmir’in a European carriage drawn by four horses, and
I ordered several nobles to make up carriages similar
to it* and to attend upon me with them. About silnset
I reached my camp in the village Deo Rana, a distance
of nearly two leagues.’?

commercial settlement at Fugli, about twenty leagues
from Rajmahal in Bengal. In former times they had
obtained the grant of a parcel of land for the stowing of
their merchandise and for their abode. There they
built a strong fort, with towers and walls, and furnished
it with artillery. They also built a place of worship
which they call ¢ church ’ (kalis@). In course of time
they overstepped the ' ‘ .
sufferance that they

had obtained. They
vexéd the Mussul-

mans of the mneigh-

bourhood and har-

assed travellers, and

were continually ex-

erting themselves to
strengthen their set-
tlement.

Of all their odi-
ous practices the fol-
lowing was the worst:
In the ports which
they occupied on the
geacoast, they offered no injury either to the property
or person of any of the Mohammedans or Hindus who
dwelt under their rule; but if one of these inhabitants
died, leaving children of tender age, they took both the
children .and the property under their charge, and,
whether these young children were by birth Mohammed-
ans, or whether they were of the religion of the Brakh-

EUBCPEANS AT HUGLI IN SHAH JAHAK'S TIME
’
1628-1659 A.D.

| The contemporary account given by Khafi Khan of
the European settlement at the Port of Hugli, near
Calcutta, is interesting as llustrating in certa,in re-
spects the native attitude toward the foreign settlers.
[Eliot, vol. vii, p. 211.] ¢ The Firingis had formed a

) 1 A littie above he tells us that on the departure of Baba Khurram, he had
given him & carriage of the Firinigi English fashion, that he might sit ;nd ri‘c;e
in it.” These are the only remote allusions made thronghout ttile work to th
embassy of Sir Thomas Roe, whose residence in Jahangir’s camp lasted fi N
January 10, 16106, to January 21, 1618, -

% 8ir Thomas Roe describes Jahangir'’s departure from Ajmir as follows :
“Thus richly accoutred, the King went into the coach, which waited for I'in;
under the care of his new English servant, who was dressed as gaudily as ;n
player, and more 80, and had trained four borses for the draught, whg::h Werz
trappei‘i and harpessed all in gold. This was the first coach he had ’ever been in,
n?ade in imitation of that sent from England, and so like it that T knew the:
Fhﬁerence only by the cover, which was of gold velvet of Persia. Next followed
F}?e English coach, newly covered and riekly trimmed, which he had given to
kis favourite queen, Nur Mahal, who sat in the inside. After this c#m: a coach
made after the fashion of the country, which I thought seemed out of countenance
in which were his younger sons. This was foilowed by about twenty spa,n;
royal elephants, all for the king’s own use.”

A GROUP OF HINDU SHILYL WIDOWS.




GOLD COIN OF SHAH JAHAN, A. H, 1086 (A. D. 1655-6).

CHAPTER IV
SHAH JAHAN
THE MAGNIFICENT
1628-1658 A. D,

IKE his father, Prince Khurram, who ascended

the throne as Shah Jahan in January, 1628, was
the son of a Rajput princess, a daughter of the rana
of Marwar, and had more Indian than Moghul blood
in his veins. From what has been recorded of his pre-
vious history, as one ¢ flattered by some, envied by
others, loved by ncne,”” in Sir Thomas Roe’s words, one
is prepared to find a haughty, reserved man, wrapped
in political intrigues, personally indifferent to creeds
and seruples, and disposed to favour his mother’s race.
In every one of these respects Shah Jahan refutes
prophecy. All his former cold severity seems to haxTe
melted when once he had made a clean sweep of his
rivals, and after his accession the new emperor was
the most accessible though the most stately of mon-

He discontinued the obnoxious ceremonial of
88
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CHARACTER OF SHAH JAHAN &9

prostration before the throne, upon which Jahangir had
laid great stress; and his unfailing kindness and benev-
olence, joined to a gracious publicity and display, en-
deared him to the people. He was the most popular
of all the great Moghuls, though not specially the idol
of the Hindus. There was a tinge of intolerance in his
perfectly orthodox, if not very ardent, profession of
Sunni Mohammedanism, and this slightly bigoted twist
was encouraged by his ever-beloved wife, Arjumand

Banu, known as Mumtaz-i-Mahal, ‘‘the elect of the
‘palace,” the mother of his fourteen children, whose

exquisite monument, the Taj at Agra, still witnesses
to her husband’s devotion. Good Moslem as he was,
Shah Jahan —as a man of sound judgment and knowl-
edge of the world, and he was the last king to dream
of letting religion override statesmanship. Many of
his generals were Hindus, and his great minister, Sa‘d-
Allah, though converted, was a Hindu by birth. Jesuit

. missionaries still laboured at Agra, where their tomb-

stones may still be seen in the  Padre Santo,”’ and
where, as Bernier records, they bad a large and very
fair church, with a great steeple and bell, which might
be heard all over the town in spite of the Moslem’s
prejudice against the devil’s musical instrument. Never-
theless, this toleration did not extend to the Portuguese
of Hugli, whose piracy led to their destruction in 1631,
save such as were sent as prisoners to Agra, where the
church was then partly destroyed in the temporary
excitement of fanaticism.

The result of all the popularity and good statesman-
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fm(l was on his way to Lahore when Le died at Réjouri, in 1628 A.D,,
in the twenty-second year of his reign. His body was sent to Lahore,
under charge of Maqsud Khén, and, according to the will of the
deceased was interred in the garden of Nar Jahdn, on the banks of

the Ravi, on the morning of F riday,
ongl:‘l;l‘ t;a‘f i __Shdk Jalt;(?u;.mﬁ:ﬁult{m Khurram (Shih Jahdin) was born at
;x)‘n, 1592 A, Tiakiore on 30th Rabi-ul-Awal 1000 A. H. (1592 A.D.), his mother
’ being the daughter of Ude Singh, Réna of Marwir. He received
the title of Shih Jahdn from his father in 1616, when he was nomi-
- nated successor of the Emperor, as well as Commander-in-chicf of
the army of the Deccan. When Jahdngir died, Shih Jahén was
in the Deccan. Nir -Jahéin wished to raise to the throne
Shahr Y4r, to whom she had married her daughtgr Mehr-ul-nissa
by Sher Afgan. Shahr Y4r, who from his want of abilities, got the
nickname Ndshudni o0 (good for nothing), was in Lahore
Shahr Yir W%xen. he heard of the' Emper?r’s death, and, instigated by his in-
proclaimed triguing wife, proclaimed himself emperor. He seized upon the
: E:Llfr‘:“ 2% royal treasure and all the establishments of government at Lahore.
To win the favor of the soldiery and the nobles, he wasted seventy
lakhs of rupees in gifts and presents, and collected around him an
- army of fifteen thousand men. In the meanwhile, Yamin-ud-daula
Asif Khén, acting in conjunction with Khdn-i-Azim (Irddat Khén),
raised the royal canopy over the head of Dawar Bakhsh, surnamed
Boliki, son of Khusrow, near Bhimber, the object being to avoid
the chances of rebellion and gain time for the arrival of Prince
Khurram at the capital to assume the royal titles. Bolaki, being
saluted as king, proceeded to Lahore ; and the royal troops under
him encountered the mercenaries raised by Shahr Yér at a distance
of three kos from the city. The latter, unable to face the imperial-
ists, broke and fled. Shahr Yar concealed himself in the ladies’
Procla m 5. PaTtmentsin the citadel, but was, the following day, brought out
tion of Shéh by a eunuch, placed in confinement, and, three days afterwards,
';:han as Em- 1 1inded.  Shih Jahdn was proclaimed at Lahore, and the KAutba

He is de-
feated and
blinced.

Tor.

He puts yead in his name in all the mosques. Shahr Yar, Dawar Bakhsh,
the Princes ~ . , . .
of the royal with his brother, Gar Shdsp, and Tahmures and Hoshing, sous of
3;2,:;’,; 2 the drunken Diniil, who had espoused the cause of Shahr Yar,
hore, were all put to death at Lahore.

Khizmag Khizmat Parast Khin was appointed viceroy of Lahore, and a
Parast Khin

appointed dress of Lonour, consisting of a jewelled sword, dagger and rich

Laeroy of gtuffs, was received for Yamin-ud-daula Asif Khén,
Shéh Jahd L ) : ..
particalarl ; Shih Jahdn was particularly attached to Lahore, as his birth-

f:;‘;}r‘:d 40 place. According to the Badshiahndua, the royal Harem of Jahangit
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SHATL JAHAN.

remained in the palace of Lahore unmtil the fourth year of the
reign, when they were conducted to Agra by Motamid Khin. The
royal Princes, for the most part, lived here with the Haren, It was
the resort of the nobles and learned men, who were honored with rich
presents on the occasion of their visit to the capital. Cll‘he carpet
manufactory of Lahore, established by Shah Jahdn, is the subject of
praise in the account of the sixth year of the Eisnperor’s reign. “So
soft and delicate are these carpets,” says. Abdul Hamid “ that,
compared with them, the carpets made in the manufactory of the
King of Persia look like coarse canvas.” These were madei of
pashin and shawl. A similar manufactory existed in Kashmir. All

the rooms in the royal palace were furnished with these beautiful
carpets. T | N

After his accession to the throne, Sh{h Jahsn heldf his court
at Lahore in 1038 A. H. (1628 A.D.)., Hakim Ilm-ud-din, sur-
named Wazir Khén, was then viceroy of the Panjib. An interesting
account of the Emperor’s visit to Lahore is given in the Badshdhndma

.of Abdul Hamid :—*“The royal camp, having moved from the tank of

Khawaja Hoshidr, in the environs of Lahore, reached the capital on
the Tth of Ramzan, At some distance from the town, His Majesty was
received with great pomp by Wazir Khdn (who presented him with
one thousand 4shrafis, by way of Nissar), the grandees and nobles
of Lahore and the Subedirs of Provinces. He entered the palace
in state after the first watch of the day. On the 9th, Wazir Khin

-presented His Majesty with jewels, gold and silver utensils, rich

stuffs, carpets, horses and camels, valued at four lakhs of rupees,
which he had collected during the period of hig viceroyalty in the
Panjsb. The same day, Said Khan, Subeddr of Cdbul, having had
the honour of an audience, presented His Majesty with one thou-
sand Askrafis, one hundred horses, and one hundred camels.
Kalich Kh4n, governor of Multdn, made a present of eighteen horses
of Irik, together with curiosities of Persia. The rank of Nijabat
Khén, Faujdar of Kéngra, was raised, and other Subedirs were si-
milarly honored. The whole of the presents amounted to ten lakhs
of rupees.” On the 15th, His Majesty visited the mausoleum of
Jannat Makani (Jahdngir), and distributed rupees ten thousand to
the poor, while rupees five thousand were distributed by the royal
Princes who accompanied him. His Majesty who entertained much
respect for the fakirs, paid a visit to the Saint Mian Mir. “He was”
says Mulla Abdul Hamid, “ a holy man, indifferent to the world,
and spoke but little. His Majesty, knowing that he cared not for
worldly wealth, presented him with a rosary and a turban of white
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98 Policies of the Great Mughals
Guru was executed by drowning®® and his statement seems to be
incorrect. Chandu Lal of Lahore who had stood surety for pay-
ment was also put to death. Thereafter, the emperor refrained
from interfering with the Sikhs. His action against Guru Arjun

was prompted both by religious feelings and by political considera-

tions. Jahangir wrote in his diary that Arjun was converting
Muslims to his religion and therefore, he was anxious to ‘close the

shop’ of the Sikh Guru.

The emperor’s relations with the Jains proved to be far from
satisfactory. The Jains offended him because Man Singh Suri
leader ofa sect among them, had advised Raja Rai Singh of
Bikaner to support Khusru against Jabangir, When he visited
Gujrat in the twelfth year of his reign he accused the Jains
having built temples and made them centres of disturbance. So
he expelled all the Jains from the imperial territories in 1617.
Dr. Beni Prasad holds that the order was later on withdrawn.
The Jain tradition also records that order of Jain’s expulsion was
withdrawn some time during his reign. But there is, however,
no contemporary evidence to support such a statement. Dr. A. L.
Srivastava observes that the persecution of the Jains was partly
due to political and partly to religious considerations.®”

Jahangir followed the policy of his father and admitted Hindus
to the higher public services. As such, he made no discrimination
against any class of his subjects on the ground of religion or race
as far as State services were concerned. There were three Hindu
governors in his reign, namely Man Singh, Kalyan Singh, son of
Todar Mal and Vikramadit. There were 66 Hindu nobles with
the title of Raja or Rai during the reign of Jahangir commanding
a rank of 500 to 7000.58 From the account of De Laet it is
evident that in his reign there were 46 Hindu Mansabdars who

56. Ibid.
57. The Mughal Empire, p. 290.
58. Faruki. Z., Aurangzeb and his Times, p. 194,
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were commanding a rank of 1000 to 7000.5° Thus there were
many Hindus on other high posts.

Jahangir suppressed public sale of wine and other intoxicants—
with what success we do not know—FHe prohibited gambling.
He also prohibited sale of meat on certain days held sacred by
him. Jahangir kept up the traditions of his father to a certain
extent and stopped the slaughter of animals on Sundays®® and
Thursdays.* Jahangir gave up fish-eating altogether. We also
find him postponing the sacrificial slaughter of animals to the day
following the Id when the Id fell on one of the days when animals
could not be openly killed.

Jahangir, like Akbar, has been accused of beinga‘non-
Muslim. Some contemporary Christian writers hail him as a
Christian, other call him a Hindu, while one makes him the founder
of a new faith of his own. Rafi-ud-Din writing in the far-off
Deccan declared him to be a follower of the Din-i-Ilahi. But it is
only fair to add on the basis of impartial study and available
evidence that Jahangir was a Muslim, very often acting ag
‘protector of the true faith,. There is no trustworthy evidence
to bear out the fantastic suggestion that Jahangir either left Islam
or intended ever to leave it. Dr. Beni Prasad also blunders into
stating that Jahangir did not believe in the prophet.2 He main-
tained intact the Muslim organisation of the State in its essential
aspects. He was to a majority of subjects a good Muslim and
ordinarily continued Akbar’s toleration and religious policy.

Shahjahan : Jahangir’s successor Shahjahan was an orthodox
Muslim.  Although born of a Rajput mother Shahjahan abolished
the sijida asit involved prostration which according to Islamic
tradition is due to God alone. He restored the Hijra Era to the
national calendar and revived some of the Muslim festivals like

59. Empire of the Great Mogal, p. 117.

60. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Lowe, Trans., p. 188.

61. 1Ibid, Roggers, Beveridge, Trans., Vol, 1, p. 185.
62. Ibid,, p. 431,

“ e Giver

- it 1§ ARG




10 Aurangzeb

to six anagas and twelve maidservants in attendance on
Her Royal Highness. This insignificant person was among
those who had the good fortune of receiving gifts at the blessed
hands of the Malika of the realm.

On leaving, the Emperor planted a holy kiss on the
fair forehead of the freshly Christened Prince Aurangzeb. To
the amazement of all, the infant Prince gave a big, broad
smile. Before leaving Jahangir invoked Allah’s blessings upon
him. The six days old Prince scemed to know what was
happening around him. Truly, his reactions were a pheno-
menon hard to explain. Such good looks and such innate
wisdom were seldom seen in a new-born prince before.

The march to Ujjain, capital of Malwa, was resumed on
the eleventh day after Aurangzeb’s birth. No public
festivities were held in Dohad to mark the occasion. The
Emperor preferred to keep the customary fireworks, wine
parties, dance and music performances pending till the
victorious army reached Ujjain. Once there, following
leisurely progress through some arid and some lush green
regions, Jahangir went on a merry-making spree that lasted
till the middle of December. He was ever in search of
occasions to indulge his lust for drinking inebriating wines.

Aurangzeb was a born puritan. To welcome the arrival
on world stage of such a man with unceasing bouts of
Bacchanalia was a hidden impropriety which could not but
have within it the seeds of a deadly conflict. Adults are
adults. Infants never forget.
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Chapter Two

SEARCH FOR RIGHT PATH

Aurangzeb was born in the heyday of his father’s
ascendancy at the court. Already he had been given the high
title Shah Jahan and an unprecedented Mansab of forty
thousand zar and sawar. As Viceroy of the Deccan he
had the pick of the Imperial Army under his command. His
eldest brother Sultan Khusrau had practically ron himself out
of the race for throne*. Sultan Parvez, the next claimant to
succession, was known to be on the edge of extinction because
of riotous living. The Hukma had forewarned the Emperor
of the likely consequences if the Prince did not cut down on
heavy drinking of spirits and wines. In the circumstances
it was but only human that Shah Jahan should see visions of
wearing the crown after his father’s death. Ambition feeds
on hope, and hope in a way draws sustenance from ambition.
They are in fact the two sides of the same coin, namely, a
compulsive desire in man to be better than what he is,
Aurangzeb was thus a child born amidst an unsettling
uncertainty about the future. The intrigues launched by Begum
Nur Jahan with the aim of persuading the Emperor to fix
succession on Shahryar** increased tensions that could not
but generate in Shah Jahan's heart the thoughts of a rebellion.

*Sulan Khusrau was the eldest son of Jahangir. His mother was Man
Bai (title Shah Begum) sister of Raja Man Singh. He revolted against
his father in 1607. The rebellion was quickly put down. Khusrau was
partially blinded and imprisoned,

**Shahryar was the youngest son of Jahangir by a concubine. He was

.married to Ladli Begum, daughter of Nur Jahan by her first husband,
Sher Afghan,
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next two emperors, Shahjahan and Aurangzeb, ultimately con-
tributed largely to the destruction of the. empire. This, indeed,
is the most noteworthy aspect of the ‘Deccan transactions during
the period.

Shahjahan :. The existence of the Shia Sultanates of the
Deccan was an eye-sore to the Mughal Emperors.?® Between the
year 1600 A.D and 1605 A.D. Akbar was occupied in his Deccan
campaign. He was able to annex to his empire the whole of the
kingdom of Khandesh and a large part of Ahmadnagar, including
Berar. His ambition was to extend his sway over the whole of
India, but his death prevented his plans to mature and materialise.
Jahangir resumed his father’s policy with added enthusiasm, but
he found a tough foe in Malik Ambar. Hence nothing substantial
was accomplished and all efforts to annex the Deccan to the
Mughal Empire ended in smoke.

It is evident that the policy of reducing the Shia Sultanates
as a family legacy was left to Shahjahan. And it is worthwhile
to mention that whereas Akbar and Jahangir were actuated by
purely political motives in their aggressive policy against
the Shia Sultanates Shahjahan’s wars against the Shia Sultans
were the outcome of his religious zeal mixed with politi-
cal prejudice. In his object he was more successful than his
predecessors, because in the first place, he himself was acquainted
with the ins and outs of the Deccan; secondly, a devastating famine
had wrought havoc in that quarter and thus facilitated the con-
quest; and lastly, Malik Ambar, the very soul of vigorous defence
was no more alive.

War Against Ahmadnagar : The kingdom of Ahmadnagar
was founded'in 1490 by Malik Ahmad Nizamulmulk.’® When
Shahjahan ascended the throne he confirmed the Khan Jahan Lodi
in the governorship of the Deccant® and asked him to recover the

38. Zaffar. S. M., The Mughal Empire; 1936 Ed, p. 233.
39. Ferishta. Vol. 11, p. 96; Burhan-i-Maasir, p. 19,
40. Lahauri, A. H., Padshahnama, Vol. I, p. 257.
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January 19, 1628, Asaf Khan imprisoned Dawar Bakhsh. He then
proclaimed Khurram emperor under the title of Shah Jahan by having
his name read in the Friday prayers. Two days later, when Shah Jahan’s
letter arrived, the wazir ordered the execution of Shahryar, Dawar
Bakhsh and his brother, and two sons of Prince Daniyal, Jahangir’s
brother. On January 24, 1628, Shah Jahan entered Agra and was hailed
as emperor.
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CHAPTER 6

SHAH JAHAN 1628-1658

At his accession, Shah Jahan, the dominant ruler on the subcontinent,
controlled vast territories, unmatched military power, and massive
wealth. He was heir to an ancient and impeccable royal lineage. The
new emperor’s pride in these circumstances and in his own strengths
was manifest — verging on arrogance by contemporary view. Shah
Jahan’s confidence was not unfounded. His abilities had been tested
over long years of military campaigning, diplomatic negotiation, and
political maneuvering. In 1628, at his official coronation, this
aggressive, able man assumed the identity for which he had been
training all his life. Empire and emperor were well fitted to each other.

Shah Jahan established his capital at Agra in the great fortress built
by Akbar. Agra remained the capital until 1648 when the court, army
and household moved to the newly completed imperial capital, Shahja-
hanabad, at Delhi. The spiritand form found in the new capital differed
noticeably from that of Fatehpur Sikri. Like the man, Shah Jahan’s new
city was appropriate to a more formal, more forbidding, and grand
monarchy and empire.

KHAN JAHAN LODI

In 1629, Khan Jahan Lodi, an Afghan noble ranked among the highest
in the empire at 6000 zat and 600o suwar, fled Agra and sought refuge
with the Nizam Shah ruler of Ahmadnagar in the Deccan. This act of
defiance, unprecedented since Akbar’s days, was the more sensational
because of Khan Jahan Lodi’s privileged relationship with Jahangir. It
was ominous in that the possibility of a widespread Afghan uprising
could not be excluded and could have been the signal for a crisis in the
loyalties of the nobility. Khan Jahan, however, rebelled reluctadtly, for
survival and with little hope of overthrowing his royal master. In many
ways his response was a response to a new, less-congenial style of royal
authority.

The youthful Khan Jahan Lodi, originally named Pir Khan, had
joined Akbar’s forces under Raja Man Singh in the last stages of the
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36. (M.B. HOOKER)

SHAH DJAHAN (1000-76/1592-1666, r. 1037-
68/1628-57), Mughal emperor, son of the Emperor
Djahangir [¢.0.] and his Radjput wife Manmati; his
personal name was Khurram, the title of Shah Djahan
being granted to him by his father in 1025/1616.

His first responsible assignment came with his ap-
pointment to the Méwat campaign in 1022/1614. He
was subsequently appointed sibaddr of the Deccan in
1025/1616 and again in 1030/1621. In 1031/1622 he
procured the murder of his elder brother Khusraw
and afterwards rebelled in 1032/1623; driven out of
the Deccan, he made his way to Bengal, but was
defeated there, too, hence returned to the Deccan,
where he submitted to his father (1035/1626). On
Djahangir’s death in 1036/1627, through the
machinations of Asaf Khan, he ascended the throne in
1037/1628 and ordered the execution of his nearest
kinsmen as potential rivals—the first instance of such
massacres in the Indian Mughal dynasty, and an
unhappy precedent for the future. Shih Djahin’s ap-
proach to nobles who had supported his rivals was, on
the other hand, moderate, and he loved to contrast his
moderation with the bloodthirstiness of rulers in other
Islamic countries. '

To support his ambitions, Shah Djahan increased
the income of his treasury by enlarging the £halisa (im-
perial reserved lands). The Djamadami (net revenue
annual income) of the empire during his reign was
about 9,03,74,20,000 ddms (22.59,35,000 rupecs);
Shah Djahan was probably the richest monarch in the
world.

Shah Djahan annexed Ahmednagar in 1045/1636,
allowing to Bidjapur [g.2.] a portion of it, and stand-
ing forth as a protector of Golkonda, which now paid
him annual tribute. In 1047/1638 the Safawid gover-
nor of Kandahar handed it over to the Mughals, but
the Persians re-captured it in 1058/1649. In
1055/1646 Shah Djahan attacked the Uzbek khanate,
and temporarily occupied Balkh and Badakhshan, but
finally had to withdraw in 1056/1647.

Shah Djahan was a vigorous administrator, and in-
troduced certain important changes (new pay-
schedules, month-ratio system for classification of
djagirs, etc.); and re-inforced the central authority, He
also enjoys a deserved reputation as a builder. The
classical product of his interest is the Tadj Mahall
[g.2.]. On 7 Dhu’l-Ka‘da 1040/6 June 1631 Shah
Djahan ordered the construction of a mausoleum for
his wife Mumtaz Mahall. It was completed in
1053/1643 at the cost of 50 lakhs of rupees. In
1048/1638 he founded the imperial city of
Shahdjahanabad at Dihli at the cost of 60 lakhs of
rupees. Lahori, the official historian, records that the
total expenditure on buildings under Shah Djahan up
to the year 1057/1647-8 was rupees 2 crores, 50 lakhs
of rupees. '

Though Shah Djahan began to introduce Islamic
observances into Mughal court etiquette, he largely
continued the tolerant policy of his two predecessors.
He promoted Radjputs to high ranks and patronised
Hindi poetry. His eldest son Dara Shuksh [q.0.]
translated the Upani§ads and wrote a tract (the
Madima® al-baprayn) comparing Sifism with Vedanta.
Under the patronage of Shah Djahin, an intellectual
movement to bridge the gap between Hinduism and
Islam was started and an attempt was made to evolve
a common language for both religions.

He fell ill in Dhu "1-Hidjdja 1067/September 1657,
and his four sons Dara Shuksh, Shah Shudjal,
Awrangzib and Muriad Bakhsh started making
preparations to contest the throne. Awrangzib emerg-
ed victorious, and dethroned and imprisoned his
father in 1068/1658. In his imprisonment in the Agra
fort, he was looked after by his loyal and talented
eldest daughter Djahan Ara. He died in 1076/1666,
and lies buried by the side of his wife Mumtaz Mahall
in the Tadj Mahall.

Bibliography: 1. Sources. Djahangir, Tizuk-i
Djahingiri, ed. Sayyid Ahmad, Ghazipur and
‘Aligath 1863-4; Amin Kazwini, Padshih-nama,
B.L. ms. Or. 173, Add. 20734; ‘Abd al-Hamid
Lahori, Padshah-nama, Bibl. Ind., Calcutta 1866-72:
Muhammad Wairith, Padshih-nama, B.1.. ms. Add.
6556, Or, 1675; F. Bernier, Travels in the Mughal
Empire. ed. V.A. Smith, London 1916.

2. Studies. B.P. Saxena, History of Shahjahan of
Drnli. Allahabad 1958; M. Athar Ali, Objectives
behind the Mughal expedition to Balkh and Badakhshan,
1646-47, in Procs. of the Indian History Congress,
Patiala Session, 1967; idem, Mansab and imperial
policy under Shahjahan, in Indian Historical Review, iii/1
(July 1976): idem, Towards an interpretation of the
Mughal Empire, in JRAS (1978); idem, The apparatus
of empire. Awards of ranks, offices and titles to the Mughal
nobility  (1574-1658), New Delhi 1985; Shireen
Moosvi, Expenditure on buildings under Shahjahan. A
chapter of imperial financial history, in Procs. of the Indian
History Congress, Amritsar Session, 1985,

(M. ATHAR ALl)

SHAH MALIK B. Aii YascHu, the Oghuz
Turkish [see gnuzz] ruler in the town of Djand [g.¢.
in Suppl.] on the lower Syr Darya in Transoxania
during the second quarter of the 11th century A.D.

Shah Malik, who is given by Ibn Funduk the kunya
of Abu 'I-Fawaris and the lakabs of Husam al-Dawla
and Nizam al-Milla. was the son and successor of the
Oghuz Yabghu, head of a section of that Turkish
tribe in rivalry with that one led by the Saldjak family
of chiefs [see saLpjOxiDs. ii]. It was this hostility that
made Shah Malik ally with the Ghaznawid Mas‘ad b.
Mahmid [q.2.] against his kinsmen the Saldjiiks, and
in 429/1038 the sultan appointed him as his governor
over Kh*arazm [¢.0.]. Shah Malik successfully over-
ran Kh*arazm, but with the triumph at Dandankin
[¢.v. in Suppl.] in Khurasan of Toghril and éaghri’
Begs. was driven out of Kh“drazm by 435/1043-4.
He fled southwards through Persia to Makran and
was eventually killed there, his short line being thus
extinguished; by the time of his flight from
Kh*arazm, Djand had probably already fallen into
the hands of the Kiptak [g.v.] Turks.

Bibliography: 1. Sources. These comprise
mainly Bayhaki’s Ta%ikh-i Mas%di, Ibn Funduk’s
Ta’rikh-1 Bayhak and the Malik-nama as preserved in
Ibn al-Athir and Mirkh“and.

2. Studies. Barthold, Turkestan down to the
Mongol invasion, 298 ff.; Cl. Cahen, Le Malik-Nameh
et Uhistoire des origines Seljukides, in Oriens, ii (1949),
49-55; O. Pritsak, Der Unlergang des Reiches des
Oguzischen Yabgu, in Fuad Kiprili armagan:, Istanbul
1953, 397-410; Bosworth, The Ghaznavids, 238-9,
241; P.B. Golden, in The Cambridge hist. of early Inner
Asia, Cambridge 1990, 365-7, :

_ _ _ _ _{C.E. BosworTH)

SHAH MANSUR SHIRAZI, finance minister
of the Mughal emperor Akbar (963-1014/1556-1605).

Of Indian origin, he held an appointment as mughrif
(accountant) of the Royal fhishba-khina (perfume
department), but incurred the hostility of powerful
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230. LAMBOURN, Elizabeth.  « Of Jewels and Horses: the Career and
Patronage of an Iranian Merchant under Shah Jahan ». Iranian Studies 36, 2 (2003),
pp- 213-240.

Here, Elizabeth Lambourn contributes to a special issue of Irapian Studies on Indo-
Persian contacts with an article examining the patronage and construction of a hitherto <= .
unexamined mosqie by a. prominent and successful Iranian émigré named ‘Ali Akbar (~
Isfahani in the Gujarati city of Cambay. Little remains of this Masjid-i Fath, built in 1656,
except the four surrounding walls, on which we find marble mihrdbs with inscriptions in
both Persian and Arabic attesting to the building and patronage of this mosque by Isfahant.
Lambourn contextualizes the construction of this edifice by comparing the design of the-
building with other Gujarati mosques built in the medieval and early modemn periods.

When combined with ber conclusion that the stone intarsia found in the mifribs was
inspired by the pietra dure work found in nearby Mughal religions and imperial monuments,
we find that this mosque was reflective of a syncretist trend whereby Gujarati artistry was
combined with Mughal architecture under the auspices of Iranian patronage. Lambourn also
sheds light on the career of ‘Ali Akbar Isfahdni, and we find that his transition from
successful merchant — primarily dealing with horse trade— to Mughal-appointed city
administrator was consistent with longstanding societal trends whereby Iranian merchants
emigrated to the wester coast of India and manipulated the flow of commercial affic from
the Persian Gulf through the Indian Ocean. CM
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{210} THE THRONE OF TIME

Jahangir holds a portrait of his father, Akbar, and in the other, a portrait
of his “mother,” the Virgin Mary. For Jahangir, such images were not only
expressive but also operative—not only allegorical but also talismanic. In
other words, this type of innovative art was both a record of and a me-
dium for the emperor’s miraculous self. As such, it was meant for those in
the know, the inner circle of disciples. By contrast, the emperor’s mem-
oir was a “public” document—somewhat formulaic in its self-effacing
and “pious” tone—copied at various stages of writing and sent across the
realm. The paintings portrayed what could not be stated in the memoir.
This scheme followed an established Sufi hagiographical practice. The
saint’s miracles were only disclosed to his closest disciples and sons. Al-
though they may become part of the oral lore surrounding the saint in his
lifetime, they were committed to paper and made public in a hagiography
(tazkira) only after his death. A saint who strayed from this custom caused
controversy and invited accusations of heresy. This held true as much for
the famous Nagshbandi leader Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi, who made a mil-
lennial claim in Jahangir’s reign, as it did for the emperor Akbar. Both
men had become the focus of religious controversy because they claimed
their sacredness explicitly and publicly in writing. Jahangir, it seems, was
much more cautious in following the norms of saintliness. Or, one could
say, he was much more inventive. Instead of writing down his miracles, he
had them painted.

It should come as no surprise, then, that the painted image played a
central role in the Mughal institution of imperial discipleship. Akbar
had revived Humayun’s cult of disciples but not his cosmologically in-
flected headgear, the Taj-i ‘Izzat (Crown of Glory). Instead, each sup-
plicant was given upon initiation a small painted likeness (shabih) of the
emperor, which could be pinned on or wrapped within one’s turban.
Although no such portrait has been found from Akbar’s reign, we pos-
sess several copies of tiny portraits of Jahangir that were rendered for
this purpose.'’® In these paintings, Jahangir is shown haloed and framed
by a window. The window indicated that he was performing the famed
jharoka-i darshan (window of veneration) ceremony, in which the sov-
ereign showed a glimpse of himself from a distant palace balcony to
his subjects. These tiny portraits were, in other words, painted rituals.
They encapsulated in visual form the sacred manifestation of the saint-
emperor to his disciples.

73 Mavs 2015

{7} CONCLUSION

THE GRAFFITI UNDER THE THRONE
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It is also a sign of auspiciousness and divine guidance that at the beginning of every
millenniurn a world ruler should come into existence to eradicate rebellion and igno-
rance from the world, just as the rising of this star was predicted 565 years ago by
Afzal al-Din Hakim Khagani:

“They say that every thousand years there comes into this world one who is privy
to the people of perfection. One came before this, but we had not yet been born; one
will come after this, but we will have sunk into grief.”

On the third day after his birth, His Majesty the Emperor Akbar went to the palace
to feast his eyes on the baby’s [the future Shah Jahan’s] world-adorning beauty and
such a celebration was held that the eyes of the world were dazzled.

—Muhammad Hadi (c. 1720), Preface to the Jahangirnama

were keen to point out, their sovereign 1 too had been born on the

eve of the first Islamic millennium.* Upon his enthronement, the
emperor styled himself as the Second Lord of Conjunction, openly em-
bracing his millennial legacy and asserting his oneness with Timur. Shah
Jahan’s predecessors had also pursued the memories of their Timurid
past. Jahangir, for instance, had lavishly rewarded the sweet-tongued vis-
itor from Samarqand, Abdul Razzaq Mutribi, for his eyewitness account
of the physical condition and miraculous nature of Timur’s black-stoned
sepulcher, on which was inscribed the legend of the luminous conception
of the Lord of Conjunction’s ancestor.? Shah Jahan, however, went even
further. He became the Second Lord of Conjunction and acted forcefully
to reclaim his Timurid patrimony. At the height of his reign, he launched
an ambitious military effort to reconquer his ancestral homeland. The

2\=%ua

! s THE chroniclers and astrologers of Shah Jahan (r. 1627- 1658)

A. Azfar Moin, The millennial sovereign: sacred kmgshlp and sainthood
in Islam, New York Columbia University Press 2012. isSAM 208040.
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HEIKE FRANKE

EMPERORS OF SURAT AND MANI: JAHANGIR AND SHA
TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL RULERS

[nformation about the Mughal Empire first reached Eu-
rope around 1580. After Vasco da Gama opened the sea
route from Europe to India, a number of Portuguese
settlements arose along the Indian shore. Goa, in Portu-
guese hands from 1510 to 1961, was the largest of these
small colonies, while Diu and Cochin were also of im-
portance. Assorted Christian missionaries operated out
of these Portuguese port settlements. At first the Fran-
ciscans were in the majority but from the 15408 on the
newly founded order of the Jesuits (est.1540) took on a
more prominent role. In 1579, Emperor Akbar (r. 1556
1605) wrote to the Collegium St. Paulin Goa, at thattime
the largest Jesuit school in Asia, asking the order to send
him two learned priests and the main books of their
faith.! With hopes of converting the Mughal emperor to
Christianity, a Jesuit delegation was dispatched, arriving
at the Mughal court in Fatehpur Sikri in February 1580.
Although Akbar's interest in Christianity ultimately
turned out to be fairly modest, except for some minor
interruptions the Jesuits stayed in contact with the Mu-
ghal court during his entire reign. After Akbar's death
they kept in touch with his son Jahangir (r. 1605-27);
nevertheless, their contact declined greatly after the
Portuguese, firangis like the fathers, attacked a ship of
the queen mother in 1613.

The missionaries at the Mughal court were obliged to
inform the Pater Provincial in Goa and the Pater Supe-
rior in Rome at regular intervals about the actual state
of affairs there. And since their letters were, much like
those from the Jesuits in China or Japan, of great interest
in Europe, many of them were published and dissemi-
nated soon after they arrived in Rome. Athanasius
Kircher (d. 1680), the famous German Jesuit scholar, in-
corporated some of the information contained in these
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missives in his Chind Monumentis.2 Here we learn that
the Jesuits’ letters were sometimes accompanied by pic-
tures. Kircher added one of them, a portrait of Jahangir,
to the aforementioned book and remarked that the Mu-
ghal emperor used to show himselfin this habit in public
councils (fig. 1)

The picture Athanasius Kircher took from the letter
of the Jesuit envoys is obviously based not on sketches
they made during their audiences with Jahangir but on
a painting that has fortunately survived. It was pur-
chased by an anonymous bidder at an auction at
Sotheby’s in 1995 and again at Bonhams in April 2o
(fig. 2).* This remarkable painting on canvas is exception-
ally large at 210 centimeters by 141 centimeters. The name
of the painter is missing, but Abu ‘1-Hasan and Dawlat
seem to be possible candidates.®

Athanasius Kircher does not mention the name of the
Mughal emperor depicted, but the painting undoubt-
edly bears traits evoking Jahangir. He is seated on a
golden chair of European style, a radiant nimbus sur-
rounding his head. As a sign of his world domination, he
holds a globe in his right hand that is illuminated by his
halo, just as the earth is illuminated by the sun. Kircher
explains that the emperor showed himself “like a numen
by his radiant diadem” and that he “holds in his hand an
orb by which he manifests himself as the lord and the
highest power in the world.”®

While some individuals and a dog not found in the
original painting were added to Kircher's “copy,” there
is an especially important element of Jahangir's picture
that is missing and not even mentioned in the priest’s
text, namely, the twenty-six cartouches surrounding the

portrait. These contain verses made extemporaneously
by Jahangir himself, as one cartouche informs, while an-
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