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IV 1: BAR. EDEN (LAK 742) ist hier keine Berufsbezeichnung, sondern
ein Personenname wie in Krecher, Z4 63, 207: 4 III 10; dazu s. Krecher’s
Kommentar, S. 208. Fiir die Lesung babar. des Zeichens LAK 742, s. H.
Waetzoldt, WO 6 (1971), 8f.

IV 2: Betreffs des Fehlens des Personenkeil vor einem Namen in den
Zeugenlisten s. zuletzt F. Pomponio, a.a. 0., 144 f: Anm. 15. Ad-da-uru ist
belegt auch- in MVN 10, 84 III 9-11 wie folgt: ad- da—k1-a, ad-da-uru,
é-al-la. '

IV 6: Das erste Zelchen ist vielleicht identisch mit LAK 86, d. h. SI
Ein: SL—a—b; als ein Zeuge erscheint in MVN 10, 86 IV 5.

IV 8: Unverstehbar. . i

IV 9: Es fehlt unserem Text an dem Terminus li-ki-inim ‘‘Zeugen”,
das eigentlich in V 3 zu erwarten ist. 'Das Photo des Originals zeigt drei unklare
Zeichen, die méglicherweise Rasuren von li-ki-inim sind. Der Schreiber,, der
merkte; noch einen Mann Sefkurra zur Zeugenliste hinzuzufiigen, muf vielleicht
diese Zeile rasiert aber danach fehlerhaft vergessen haben, in V 3 den Terminus
zu schreiben. Auch dem Text SR 9 fehlt er.

-,V ‘8: . Abharsi ist in anderen Urkunden entweder dub-sar (SR 9 IV 2; M VN

10 ‘84 VI 1; Krecher, ZA 63, 207: 4 VI 1) oder dub-sar-aSa (K.recher, thid.,
196; 1 VIII 7)..

VI 3: Zur Funktion eines engar-US s. Krecher, tbid., 175 f.
-~ «VIII lI''und 2: DaB in unserem Text I1 und Urnin’unu die gemeinsamen
Kiufer des Feldes sind, spricht fiir die Zugehorigkeit des Textes, Krecher, ibid.,
212:.5 zu den Fara-Texten. Vgl. Farber, WO 8, 179, Anm. 2. .

. »VIII 4; KU ist nicht zweifelsfrei. Es mag auch p/til “Brunnen” sein,
obwohl weder ein Flurname a3a,-é-KU noch afa,-é-pt in Urkunden belegt: ist.
"VIII 5: Zu bala s. Krecher, Z4 63, 181 ff. und Farber, WO. 8, 183.

. - Ich hoffe eine moglichst schnelle Publikation der originalen Tontafel, die

vielleicht einige ungeldste Probleme klarmachen mag.

Anmerkungen
© (1) Edzard, D.O.,. Sumerische Rechtsurkunden des III. Jahrtausends aus der Zeit vor der III.
Dynastie von Ur, Munchen 1968; J. Krecher, Neue sumerische Rechtsutknnden des 3. ]ahrtausends
Zm:cimﬁ Jar Assyriologie’ 63 (1973), 145-271.
- {2); G. und W. Farber, Ein neuer Feldkaufvertrag aus Fara, Die Welt des Orients B (1975-76),
178—84 J-P. Grégoire, Materiali per il wvocabolario neosumerico, vol. X (1981), Nr 82—86
Lelder Habe ich Fara-Text(e) in Orientalia NS 44 nicht zur Verfugung gehabt
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A STUDY OF THE TERM SIRR (SEGRET)
IN SUFI LATA'IF THEORIES

Suiceru Kamapa®

(I) Introduction

Mystics are, in general, those who seek the Supreme Being and find their
spiritual satisfaction in the personal experience of union with It. Sufis are not
an exception to this rule. They do not find their spiritual satisfaction in merely
following the Divine Law (Shari‘ak) in a formal way; they further their aim to
acquire a personal experience with God, the verbal expressions of which differ
very widely from an ecstatic utterance of Hallaj: ‘4dnd.al-Hagqy to Muljamrnad
al-Ghazili’s moderate treatises. Since they attach importance to a personal
and interior experience of God, they examine closely their own interior as the
organ through which they reach the presence of God. As a result of their
self-examination, they have produced a kind of psychology, a science of inner
subtleties (lat@’if).

According to their understanding, the human interior has a multistratal
structure, each level of which may be said to correspond to one of the experiences
brought forth by their spiritual encounter with God. The ways and principles
of division of this interior being are diversified among Sufis, while the technical
terms marking the levels are also different. The same term in the works of
different Sufis does not always refer to one and the same experience. Some of the
key terms are based on the Qur’anic terminology and others on various sources.(!
The following are the most popular Sufi technical terms concerning the
lat@if which appear in mystical treatises: soul (nafs), reason (‘aql), heart (qalb,
P. dil), spirit (rzh, P. jan), secret (sirr), hidden (khaft), most hidden (akhfz),
and secret of the secret (sirr al-sirr).

Before starting my examination of some Sufi texts I would like to attempt
a rapid survey® of the above mentioned key terms, though it is difficult to
understand them in a general way because each individual Sufi uses .them in,

® Research Assistant, Faculty of Letters, University of Tokyo.
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752 SIRB — SIRR

villages); the Serbian patriarchal society and the sys-
tem of zadrga (extended families living under the
same roof); the very numerous migrations and emig-
rations (notably towards southern Hungary, south-
western Bosnia, Southern Russia and the Croatian
“Krajina™); the demographic evolution of the Serbian
population; brigandage, and the question of guerilla
bands against the Ottoman authorities (the Agjduts and
uskoks); the results of the wars and the cohtinual deva-
stations (shrinking of the economy from primitive agri-
cultural methods and exhaustion of the soil); famines
and epidemics (cholera and plague); the increasing
authority of the Serbian Church and the crystallisation
of Serbian national feeling; and cultural topics and
the rule played here by Jovan Raji¢ (1726-1801),
Zaharije Orfelin (1726-85), Dositej Obradovi¢ (1739-
1811) and Vuk Stefanovié¢ KaradZi¢ (1787-1864). These
subjects can be explored through titles listed below
in the Bibl.

Bibliography (in addition to references given in
the article); LI, Tkalac, Das serbische Volk in seiner
Bedeutung fiir die orientalische Frage und fir die europd-
ische Zivilisation, Leipzig 1853; B. Kallay, Geschichte
der Serben (1780-1815), Budapest-Vienna-Leipzig
1878, 21910; S. Novakovié, ‘Stbi ¢ Turei XIV i XV
veka, Belgrade 1893, 21933, 31960; J. Radonié,
Zapadna Evropa i balkanski narodi prema Turcima u progj
polovini 15 veka, Novi Sad: 1905; Novakovié, Turske
carsto pred stpski ustanak 1780-1804, Belgrade 1906;
S. Stanojevié, Isterjja srpskog naroda, Belgrade 1908,
31926; C, JireSek, Geschichie der Serben, 2 vols., Gotha
1911-18; A. Ivié, Istorija Srba u Ugarsky. Od pada
Smedereva do seobe pod Camgjevicima (1459-1690),
- Zagreb 1914; G. Gravier, Les frontidres Ristoriques de
la Serbie, Paris 1919; Ivié, Migracge Srba u Slavoniji
tokom 16, 17. i 18. stoljéta, Belgrade 1923; J. Ancel,
Peuples ¢t nations des Balkens, Paris 1926, 21992;
D. Pantelié, Beogradski pasaluk posle Svistevskog mira,
1791-1794, Belgrade 1927; V. Popovié, Istaino pitanse,
Belgrade 1928, *Sarajevo 1965, *Belgrade -1996;
E. Haumant, La formation de la Yougoslavie (XV*-XX'
5.), Paris 1930; D. Panteli¢, Kodina Krgjina, Belgrade
1930; D. Popovié, O hgjducima, 2 vols, Belgrade
1980-1; A. Hajek, art. Serbig, in EI' Suppl; Ivi¢,
Istorija Srba u Vegwodini, Novi Sad 1939; L. Hadrovics,
Le peuple serbe et son Eglise sous la domination turgue,
Paris 1947; Panteli¢, Beogradski pasaluk pred Proi sip-
ski ustanak (1794-1804), Belgrade 1949; idem, Srbi
u Sremu, Belgrade 1950; B. Djurdjev, Uticaj turske
vladavine na razvitak nasih naroda, in Godilnjak ist. dr.
BiH, ii (Sarajevo 1950), 19-82; idem, Osnovni prob-
lemi stpske istorsie u periodu turske vlasti,nad nasim nar-

. odima, in Istoriski Glasnik, iii-iv (Belgrade 1950),
107-18; idem, Uloga sipske crkve u borbi protiv osmanske
vlosti, dans Pregled, 1 (Sarajevo 1953), 35-42; Istorja
naroda Jugoslavije, 2 vals., Belgrade-Zagreb-Ljubljana
1953-60; D. Popovié, Velika seoba Srba, Belgrade
1954; Panteli¢, Srbi u Banatu do kraja osamnaestog veka,
Belgrade 1955; idem, Srbi u Vajvodini, 3 vols., Novi

.Sad 1957-63; R. Veselinovi¢, Vojuoding, Srbja i
Makedongia pod turskom vlasén w drugyj polovini XVII
veka, Novi Sad 1960; Dj. Shjepéevié, Istorja stpske
pravoslavne crkve, 2 vols., Munich 1962-6; M. Mirkovié,
Prani polofaj i karakter stpske crkve pod turskom viasiu
(1453-1766), Belgrade 1965; G. Stanojevié, Srbjja u
vreme Belkog rata, Belgrade 1976; Istorya sipskog nar-
oda, 10 vols., Belgrade 1981-93; D.Lj. Kafi¢, Pogled
u proslost stpske crkve, Belgrade 1984; R. Mantran
(ed.), Hisioire de [Empire ottoman, Paris 1989;
0. Zirojevié, Srbja pod turskom vlastu (1459-1804),
Novi Pazar 1995; and, for the ensemble of publi-

cations which have appeared in Yogoslavia 1945-75,

J. Tadi¢ (ed.), Dix années d’historiographie yougoslave

1945-1955, Belgrade 1955; idem (ed.), Historiographie

yougoslave 1955-1965, Belgrade 1965; D. Jankovi¢

(ed.), The historiography of Yugostavia 1965-1975,

Belgrade 1975. (A, Popavic)

SIRR (a.), lit. “secret”, denotes in Islamic
spirituality two notions, at first sight distinct but
which certain adepts did not hesitate to combine (al-
Djurdjani, 218; al-Tahanawi, i, 633; on the combi-
nation of the two senses, see e.g. al-Sulami, 1953,
213, 216, 282).

1. The first notion is that of secret, mystery, arcana,
in the sense of a teaching, a reality or even a doctrinal
point, hidden by nature or which is kept hidden from
persons considered unworthy of knowing it. If there
is a secret, says al-Sarradj al-Tasf (d. 378/998), prob-
ably taking up the Shi‘T concept of two levels of real-
ity (Amir-Moezzi, 1997), it is because the object of

- knowledge sought by the individual has an obvious,

exoteric (zaki) aspect and a hidden, esoteric (bdfin)
one. The Kur'an, the Hadith, knowledge, Islam, etc.,
all have these two distinet, complementary levels. In
order to attain the esoteric level, a person must so
dispose his body (lit. “his members”, diawdrih), since
this level can only be reached by the “esoteric organ”,
s, the heart (kalf). The batin of objects of knowledge
as well as the interior realities of a man are secrets
that only the initiates can discover and which they
must protect (al-Sarrdgj, 43-4). The mass of people,
prisoners of their own ignorance and blindly attached
to the letter only of religion, can only become vio-
lent if the secret is revealed to them, even if onmly
partially (Lahidji, 100, 498; al-Kaysari, 41; Kadt ‘Abd
al-Nabi, i, 167). Even the Kur’an, in two places,
authorises the faithful to dissimulate their beliefs in
cases of danger (ITI, 28; XL, 28), whence the adage,
untiringly repeated in the mystical works, “the breasts
of free men are repositories (lit. ‘tombs’) of secrets”

‘(,sudﬂr al-ahrdr kubflr al-asrdr, see e.g. al-Tahanawi, 92).

According to the Shi‘a (for whom “everything has
a secret; the secret of Islam is Shi‘ism,” al-Kulaynf,
ii, 14), this—i.e. essentially the Imams’ teachings, which
has several esoteric levels, batin and bdtin al-batin—
contains secrets that must be protected at all costs
(al-Saffar, 28-9). The duty of keeping such secrets
(takiyya, kitman, khab’) is thus a canonical obligation
for them (Kohlberg, 1975, 1995; Amir-Moezzi, 1992,

index, sv. tagiyya).

For the Safis likewise, such notions as “protection
of the secret” (hifz al-sirr, around which expression,
above all, certain mystics combine the two senses of
si), “concealing, changing the guise of something to
make it appear other than it is” (talbfs), or further,
“hiding the real nature of the particular interior state”
(ikhf& al-hal), make up practices and disciplines which
are particularly important (al-Suhrawardr 1983, 72;
Hudjwiri, 500-1; ‘Aftfi, 89, 117; al-Shaybi, 20fF). In
the literature of mysticism, constant reference js made
to the trial of al-Halladj [¢.0.], who was executed in
309/922 for having divulged the Secret par excellence,
by putting forward the famous shath “I am the Real”
(an@ ’l-hakk), hakk being a Name of God. The great-
est Persian mystical poets, such as ‘Agtar, ‘Iraky and
Hafiz, very often allude to the “crucified one of
Baghdad” (sc. al-Halladj) and call the real spiritual
masters “the people of the Secret” (Khurramshahi,
s.v. ahl-4 raz). This is why mystical authors, from their
oldest writings onwards, devised an “allusive language”
(ishara), a coded form of discourse which was later to
assume very numerous forms (technical vocabularies,

The Encyclopaedia of Islam (New Edition), Suppl. Fasc. 11-12, 2004 Lei’dén.
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Sirr—a Lexicographical Essay on a Word with
Various Nuances in Arabic and Islam

GOSTA VITESTAM, Lund

I

The most prominent feature of the Arabic language is that the various derivations
and formations of a root offer a bewildering variety of meahings. The different
meanings often seem to have little in common, both when it comes to verbal and
nominal forms. Indeed, they can appear to be contradictory. This is to some
extent due to the manner in which Arabic was codified in writing. The Arabs
were proud of having become a people with a written language. Erudite preserv-
ers of philological usage directed their attention to the richness of the Arabic
language, which they regarded as a fantastic expression of the Arabic way of
thinking. Since then the Arabs have continued to regard their language as an
almost supernatural instrument. Even today, as we know, the language is actually
a criterion for the concept of the *‘Arab”’. In circumstances such as these it is not
surprising that the codification of Arabic in the older descriptions of the language
was marked by conservatism. One could not bring oneself to weed out any of the
nuances of meaning that had been given to words and expressions during the
thousands of years in which families and tribes had lived in isolation in deserts
and oases. What has also happened is that other roots, both native and foreign,
have been identified with a root to which they bore a superficial resemblance and
have become a part of it, and that the root has thereby acquired additional
meanings. Even if it is not, in principle, especially meaningful to construct a
common denominator for the various meanings of a root, in certain cases it can
be of interest to present some views.

Strictly speaking, what has been said above can be exemplified with practically
any Arabic root. In this paper we shall study the root srr, and in particular how
the noun sirr is used in classical Arabic.

The meanings that in classical literature are mainly associated with the root s
are, as is well known, on the one hand ‘‘to show joy’’, and on the other “‘to keep
a secret”’. Among the meanings of the root there is, however, one which is
perhaps the original, general Semitic meaning, namely, “‘to cut the umbilical cord
(surra)”. Surr and surra ‘“‘umbilical cord'. ‘‘navel’’., “‘centre’. etc., can be
compared with, for example, Hebrew sor(r). *“To cut the umbilical cord’’ is an
act connected to some extent with man’s private parts, which are often designat-
ed by the word sirr “‘the secret”. Further. as “‘centre’’ it would also seem to be
the innermost kernel, the opposite of the surrounding obvious circumstances. At
the same time is possible that it was regarded as a happy event to cut.an umbilical
cord and thereby see a new generation added to the family. A feeling of joy can
likewise be derived from sticking a spear into the navel of a charging enemv. a
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