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and humorous. ‘A’isha used to say: ‘“There is no
woman in whose skin I would rather be than Sawda’s,
except that she is somewhat envious’’. Sawda as well
as Zaynab bt. Djahsh did not take part in the last
pilgrimage, implying that God and his Prophet pre-
ferred them to remain in their home.

After Muhammad’s death, Sawda received a gift of
money from “‘Umar, which she ordered to be dispers-
ed like her share of the spoils of Khaybar. She died in
Medina, in Shawwidl 54/September-October 674,
during the caliphate of Mu‘wiya, who bought her
house in the Mosque precincts, together with that of
Safiyya, for 180,000 dirhams.

Bibliography: Ibn Hisham, 214, 242, 459, 787,
1001; Ibn Sa‘d, viii, 35-39; Ibn Hanbal, Musnad,
vi, 223, 271; Tabari, i, 1767, 1769, iii, 2437-40;
Aghant', iv, 32; Ibn Hibban, K. al-Thikat, Hay-
dardbad 1973-82, iii, 183; Ibn al-Kaysarani, al-
Diam® bayna kitabay Abt Nasr al-Kalabadhi wa-Abi Bakr
al-Ispahani fi ridjal al-Bukhari wa-Muslim, Haydar-
dbad 1905, ii, no. 2371; Dhahabi, Siyar a%am
al-nubald®, Beirut 1981-8, ii, no. 40; Ibn Hadjar
al-‘Askaladni, Isdba, Cairo 1970-2, vii, nos. 11357,
11887; Caetani, Annali dell’ Islam, i, 378-9; N.
Abbott, Aishah, the beloved of Mohammed, Chicago
1942, 3-8, 11-12, 24, 26, 41-42, 44-43, 94, 197;
Sawda, Cairo, Dar al-Ma‘arif 1983.

(V. Vacca-[RutH Ropeb])

SAWDA, MirzA Munammap  Rari®  (1125-
1195/1713-1781), a highly esteemed Urdu poet, was
born in Dihli. His father came from a military family
of Kibul, and he settled in Dihli, where he became a
wealthy merchant. The future poet was a spendthrift
in his youth, and after his father’s death he soon
disposed of his inheritance by riotous living. After a
spell of soldiering, he turned w0 a poetical career,
adopting the takhallus of Sawda (Ar. “‘melancholy,

. madness’’), an apt name in an age when poets con-

centrated on ghazal. Perhaps it was also a pun on Per-
sian sawda (‘“‘trade’’), in allusion to his father’s oc-
cupation (Saksena, op. cit., 61). His courtly manners,
due to his upbrining, enabled him to find patrons easi-
ly, and his undoubted poetic talents soon won him
recognition. As was the usual custom, he concentrated
largely on Persian: but the poet Khan-i Arzi persuad-
ed hin®to change to Urdu **a momentous decision
which had a far-reaching effect on his poetic career
and the development of Urdu poetrv’’ (Sadiq, 83).
Saksena (op. «at., 66) describes him as the
‘‘Shakespeare of Urdu’’). And few will deny that he
is a pioneer of Urdu poetry, and probably one of the
six greatest poets of the 18th and 19th centuries.

Though he composed many ghazal poems—
especially in his early years—he is not generally
regarded as a master in the genre. Perhaps it would
be more accurate to say that he does not project the
accepted portrait of the ghazal-gii as a lover let down
by a cruel beloved. Nor, at the other end of the ghazal
spectrum, can he be regarded as a mystic poet. He
was a Shi‘T and exceedingly proud of it. This emerges
in his poetry in various forms, but it is not the key to
his mastery as a poet. This lies in his command of
many different genres, his virtuosity in the tech-
niques, his positive approach to his métier and his ap-
parent pride and joy in it.

The political situation in Dihli made life there in-
creasingly less congenial, and an exodus of poets
gathered momentum. In 1754 Sawda moved to Far-
rukhabad: then in (?) 1771 o Faydabad (Fayzabad),
where the Nawab Shudji® al-Dawla became his
patron. The succeeding Nawab Asaf al-Dawla found-
ed a new capital at Lucknow in 1774, and took the

poet there with him, granting him a substantial salary
for the rest of his life.

Though undoubtedly an architect of Urdu poetry,
he retained many features of “‘Persian decadence’’, as
later critics called it, but not, however, the passion for
tham (double entendre). His vocabulary is rich, but
predominantly Persian-Arabic. He revelled in dif-
ficult rhymes and metres. His poetry is full of energy,
and at time vitriolic. Turning to the forms for which
he is famous, he is recognised as a—possibly the—
leading kasida-gi (writer of odes) [see MADIH, MADH. 6.
in Urdu]. These include religious ones in praise of the
Prophet and the Shi‘f Imams, and secular ones in
praise of nobles and rulers including Nawab Ghazi al-

‘Din Khian on his birthday, and Nawabs Shudja® al-

Dawla and Asaf al-Dawla. There are also numerous
poems of satire {(hadjo/kedjw), which ranged from the
amusing to the vulgar, and are often exaggerated. He
also composed a number of mathnawis and marthiyas.
His poems in murabba®a and mukhammas and various
other forms should be mentioned. He is also credited
with introducing into Urdu verse what is termed
tamthiliyya sha‘iri (*‘gnomic verse’’), in which the
thought expressed in the first hemistich of a verse is
followed by an illustrative metaphor or simile in the

second; this could be used in many verse forms.

Bibliography: Among a number of published
collections of his poetry, Kullijyat Sawdd by
Nawal Kishor, Lucknow 1936, can be recommend-
ed. Of critical studies of the poet, Khilik An-
djuman, Afirzda Muhammad Rafi* Sawda, Aligarh
1966, deserves mention. A useful selection of his
poetry is found in Kadrat ‘Alf Shawk, Tabakadt al-
shu‘ara®, ed. Nadhir Ahmad Farik, Lahore 1968,
119-71. Unfortunately, the earlier pages, including
the biographical notes are missing from the original
ms. of this section. Accounts of the poet are
found in two general English sources for Urdu
literature, namely Muhammad Sadiq, 4 history of
Urdu literature, London 1964, 82-93, with many
quotations in Urdu script, often. with English
wranslations: also Ram Babu Saksena, A history of
Urdu literature, Aligarh 1927, 60-80, which contains
no quotations. (J.A. Haywoop)
AL-SAWDA’, more precisely, AL-KHARIBA AL-
Sawpa® ““the black ruin’’, the ancient Nashshan, an
important archaeological site in the Djawf of
Yemen, 102 km/63 miles to the north-east of San‘a?,
still inhabited today. and adjoining the north-east of
the modern settlement of al-Maslib, the main centre
of the Bant Nawf. It lies on the left bank of the Wadi
'l-Kharid (locally called al-Buhayra), and the tell
dominates the surrounding plain by a dozen metres.
The ancient enceinte, ca. 1,200 m/3,940 feet long,
encloses a rectangle 330 m/1,080 feet by 280 m/920
feet. It comprises a thick massif of unfired bricks on
to which abut two walls faced with stone, one very
carefully constructed facing the outside, and the other
less so facing the interior; of these, there remains only
a few stone foundations and a pile of sun-dried bricks.
As in other sites of the Djawf, the curtain wall was
reinforced at regular intervals with square-plan
towers; several of these are still standing in the
western part, the best preserved. There were four
gates, all now in a very ruinous state, which can be
discerned in the middle of each of the sides. Inside the
town, the main visible traces are large footings of
regularly-cut stone and pillars or architraves belong-
ing to the gateways.

At 720 m/2,360 fect to the east of the town, a fine
sanctuary, dedicated to the local god ‘Athtar dha
Risaf (%r d-Rgf) has been almost wholly preserved by
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Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the Library of the
India office, 1lllbﬁ; Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts
in the Brirish Museum, 762-763, 1006; Mughals in India,
100, 117, 122, 264.
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