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yet Garbini has produced cogent arguments to show
that the attributes of *mkh are rather those of a
warrior-deity like Greek Herakles or a vegetation god
like Dionysus. (The remarks made in the art.
KATABAN on this topic as it affects the situation in
Kataban went to press before Garbini's article had ap-

peared; they now need modifying in the light of that-

article.)

Nevertheless, the moon certainly had much
religious significance. A very common symbol
engraved on altars and religious buildings shows a
crescent embracing a disc. It is presumably this sym-
bol that the Muslim writers had in mind when they
say that the first act of the day for an ancient Yemeni
king was to ‘‘bow down to the images of the sun and
moon’’, This is not to say, of course, that they were
right in seeing the disc as representing the sun; some
modern scholars have been inclined to think it
represents the planet Venus.

The place occupied by the sun in the pantheon is
not easy to assess. The Radman folk had as their na-
tional patron-deity s*ms' Yyt ‘“‘Lofty Sun’, and else-
where there are mentions simply of ‘“‘Sun’’ without
qualification. But it is dubious whether the majority
belief is justified, that numerous references to a
feminine deity described simply as ‘‘She-who-is-
possessed of (¢hat)’”’ a certain quality, are necessarily
to a solar goddess (too often, the interpretation pro-
posed for the term describing the quality has been dic-
tated by the preconception that it must be a quality of
the sun).

Certain of the ancient religious practices have a
special interests in that they have survived in some
form or another until the present day. Worth men-
tioning are the communal pilgrimages (ziydrat) on pre-
scribed days; a code of ritual purity (see Ryckmans);
and a ritualised hunting of the ibex, thought of as con-
nected with the divine blessing of rain (Ryckmans and
Serjeant).

4. Saba® in Bible and Kur®an. The visit of the
Queen of Sheba to king Solomon, and the abundant
accretions of legend around it {see iLKis], have been
too extensively discussed to need mention here, except
for the remark that there is a possibility that such a
visit might have been associated with a trade mission,
like the missions to the Assyrian kings (see above). In
the Kur’anic allusion (XX VI1I, 27 {f.) the name Saba?
does not occur; she is simply ‘‘the queen of the
south”. But Saba’ does feature in a passage
(XXXIV, 15-16) which is one of those where the fate
of ancient peoples is mentioned as a warning against
worldly pride. The prosperity of the Marib oasis
(situated on each side of the wadi bed, hence ‘‘the
garden of the left’” and ‘‘the garden of the right’’) had
been dependent on the maintenance of the great dam
in good order; after the death of king Abraha the
political fabric that had made repairs possible crumbl-
ed, the irrigation system was destroyed and the oasis
was devastated.

5. Sabaeansin Africa. Around the middle of the
first millennium B.C., there were Sabaeans also in the
Horn of Africa, in the area that later became the
realm of Aksum (Eritrea). The evidence consists of
only a scanty number of inscriptions, which, however,
make it clear that we have to do with genuine
Sabaeans, holding to the national cult of Zmkh. They
were mixed up with various non-Sabaean com-
munities, and it is still much in dispute how one can
envisage the actual demographic (and political) situa-
tion. There are five places in the Bible where the
writer distinguishes Sheba (#3%) son of Yoktan (who
appears in the Arab genealogies as Kahian [¢.2.]), i.e.

the Yemenite Sabaeans, from Seba (¥20) son of
Kugh, implying an African habitat. This spelling dif-
ferentiation, however, may be purely factitious; at all
events the indigenous inscriptions make no such dif-
ference, and both Yemenite and African Sabaeans are
there spelt in exactly the same way.

Bibliography: M.A. Bafaqih, L’Unification du
Yémen antique, Paris 1990; A.F.L. Beeston, Habashat
and Ahabish, in Proc. Seminar for Arabian St., xvii
(1987), 5-7, G. Garbini, I/ dio sabeo Almagah, in
RSO, «xlviii (1974), 15-22; The Periplus Maris
Erythraei, text, tr. and comm. by L. Casson,
Princeton 1989; J. Pirenne, La Gréce et Saba, in Mém.
Acad. des Inscr., xv, Paris 1955, 88-196; idem,
Paléographie des inscriptions sud-arabes, in Verh. van.de
koninkliyke Viaamse akademie, kl. der lett., xxvi, Brussel
1956; R.B. Serjeant, The South Arabian hunt, London
1976; J. Ryckmans, Les confessions publiques sabéen-
nes, le code sud-arabe de pureté rituelle, in AION, xxxii
(1972), 1-15; idem, La chasse rituelle dans I’Arabie du
sud ancienne, in Al-Bahit, Festschr. J. Henninger (Studia
Inst. Anthropes, 28), St Augustin bei Bonn 1976,
259-308; C. Robin, Les hautes terres du nord-Yémen
avant UIslam, 2 vols. (Uitg. van het nederl. hist.-arch.
inst. te Istanbul), Istanbul 1982; H. von Wissmann,
Zur Geschichte und Landeskunde von Alt-Siidarabien, in
Osterr. Akad. d. Wiss., philos.-hist. Kl., Sitzungsber.
246, Wien 1964; idem, Geschichte von Saba II: das
Grossreich der Sabéer, in ibid. 402, Wien 1982.

. (A.F.L. BeesTon)

SABA, Farn ‘ALT KHAN, Persian poet, was born
in Kaghan, probably in 1179/1765, and died in
1238/1822-3. His people belonged originally to
Adharbaydjan, and came from the Dunbali stock, a
tribe of Kurds settled in the region of Khily. Members
of his family held jobs as governors and ad-
ministrators under the Zand and Kagdjar rulers. His
father, Aka Muhammad, was governor of Kaghan
under the Zands, and his eldest brother, Muhammad
¢Ali Khan, was minister to the Zand ruler Luf <Al
Khan (r. 1203-9/1789-94). Saba also seems to have
been identified with this monarch, and is reported to
have composed poems in his praise. When Lutf ‘Al
Khan fled from Kirman in 1208/1794 from the
Kadjars, Sabad’s brother was captured and put to
death by the orders of Agha Muhammad Shah (r.
1193-1212/1779-97 {q.v.]), founder of the Kadjar
régime. Following this tragedy, the poet wandered
from place to place in fear of his life until he was for-
tunate to find refuge with Fath ‘Ali Khan (afterwards
Fath “Ali Shah, . 1212-50/1797-1834 {g.0.]), who was
governor-general of Fars at that time. Saba transfer-
red his allegiance to the Kadjars, and reportedly
destroyed the diwan which contained poems composed
by him in praise of his former patrons, the Zands.

In 1212/1797, on the occasion of Fath ‘Ali Shah’s
accession to the throne, Saba presented a kasida which
was well received by the new ruler. His fortunes pro-
spered until he was appointed poet-laureate at the
court. For some time he was also governor of Kum
and Kaghan, and held the honorary title of Ihtisab al-
Mamalik (‘‘Censor of the Provinces’’). Eventually,
however, he abandoned his administrative assign-
ments to remain permanently at the court. He ac-
companied the monarch on his various travels and
campaigns. It was during one of these campaigns in
1228/1813, involving Persia’s hostilities with Russia,
that Saba, at the behest of the Shah, undertock the
composition of his long epic poem, Shahanshih-nama
(“*Book of the King of Kings).

Saba died in 1238/1822-3 in Tehran. His eldest
son, Mirza Husayn Khan (d. ca. 1264/1848), who
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