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al-Majod' sharh al-Muhaddab. [A commentary
by Yahya b. Sharaf al-llawavn., on Abu Ishak
al-Shirazi's exposition of Shafi‘i law, al-
Muhaddab, the preface of which (vole 1, ppe
2-72Tcontains b:.ograpmcal notices of -

Shafi*I and Shirazi. The text of al-Majmu*
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‘Aziz sharh al-wajiz, ‘Abd al-Karim al- S
Rafi‘I's commentary on Abu HEmid al-Ghazali's
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_the page) by al-Talkhis al-hab:.r fi
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shot 1991, index; D. Gimaret and G. Monnot, Livre

des religions et des sectes, 1, Peeters-Unesco 1986, in-

dex; J. van Ess, Theologie und Gesellschaft im 2. und 3.

Jahrhundert Hidschra, i, Berlin and New York 1991,

272-403. See also sHI®A. (E. KOHLBERG)

AL-RAFI, ABp aL-KARIM B. ABI Sa‘iD MUHAM-
MaD b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Shafii, Abu '1-Kasim Imam
al-Din, Shafi‘ischolar, born at Kazwin in 555/1160
and died there in 623/1226. He is best known by his
nisba of al-Rafi7 and, because of this, occasionally
confused in some oriental sources with the poet of
Tabaristan Rafii Naysabiirl and with a poet of Ghar
called Abu *l-Kasim Rafi%i, whilst Browne, LHP, iii,
88, 381, takes him for al-Yafiq.

Skilled in fifh, he was the author of several works,
numbering ten if one examines the sources which con-
tain notices of his scholarly works: (1) K. al-Muharrar;
(2) K. al-Tadwin i dhikr ahl al-Silm bi-Kazwin; (3) al-
Amzli al-sharika li-mufradit al-Fatiha; (4} Sewéd al-‘ayn f
mandkib Abu 'I-Sdlamayn Ahmad al-Rifat; (5) al-Tadhnib,
(6) Shark al-Waditz (sc. by al-Ghazali); (7) Sharh
Musnad al-ShafeF; (8) al-Shark al-saghir; (9) ol Tartib;
(10) K. al-Idiaz fi akhtir al-Hidjdz. The first six are to
be found in Brockelmann (I, 393, S I, 678), and the
others in al-Subki (Tabakat, Cairo 1965, v, 120). To
underline al-Rafi‘c’s high standing amongst Sunni
scholars, one -may merely note that the famous
Minhad] al-talibin of al-Nawawi [g.2.] (Fr. tr. L.W.C.
Van Den Berg, Batavia 1882) is a compendium of his
K. al-Muharrar.

However, one should also note the value for the
history of Kazwin and its region of his K. al-Tadwin,
a dictionary containing over a thousand biographies,
listed more or less alphabetically, spread out over the
first six centuries of Islam and devoted to the Sunni
Sulama’, above all the Shafi‘i ones, of Kazwin. The
pre-eminence of this madhhab there is confirmed by it,
even if, in the Safawid period, another scholar of the
town, Radi al-Din Kazwini, who was fiercely critical
of the Tadwin and its author, was to endeavour, in his
Diyafat al-ikhwan (ed. al-Sayyid Ahmad al-Husayni,
Kumm 1977), by somewhat dubious methods, to ex-
aggerate the importance of the Imamis in Kazwin, by
bringing to light 2 good number of them concealed
amongst the persons listed in the Tadwin; such is the
remarkable case of Muntadjab al-Din [¢.0.], one of
the most famous Imami Shi‘l scholars of the period
and who was, moreover—a testimony to the strength
of takiyya—one of al-Rafi‘?’s masters.

But the book’s value can especially be seen in the
four chapters prefixed to the actual biographies (of
which preliminary chapters, lengthy extracts trans-
lated into Persian may be found in Sayyid ‘All
Gulniz’s Minidar ya bab al-djanna Kazwin, Tehran
1337). They provide rich historical and geographical
information which was extensively used, a century
later, by Hamd Allah Mustawfi Kazwini [¢.2.] in the
6th chapter of his 7"-f Guzida and even, in a very syn-
thetic fashion, in the passages on Kazwin in his Nuzhat
al-kuliib. Since the formal dependence of this section of
the 7'.-i Guzida on the Tadwin is demonstrable, one
will need to reconsider the importance of this history,
which has generally been considered as one of the
main sources on Kazwin, since its information dates
from a century before.

As well as the Persian extracts from the Tadwin
mentioned above, there exists an index of the persons
listed in it compiled by Mir Djalal al-Din Husayn
(Fikrist asma® al-rigial {Tehran] 1374), who has used
only a single one of the mss. of this work.

Bibliography: A. Ariohi, Il Kitab al-tadwin I, in

Annali di Ca’ Foscari, xvii/3 (1978) (Serie Orientale,

9), 39-50 (with full bio-bibliographical references to

the oriental sources); idem, Su una fonte di Mustawfr

Qazwini, in La Bisaccia dello Shetkh. Omaggio ad

Alessandro Bausani islamista nel sessantesimo compleanno,

Venice 1981, 29-41; idem, Dei dotti contesi. Note alla

Diydfat al-ikhwan di Radi d-din Qazwint (XVII sec.), in

Cahiers d’snomastique arabe, C.N.R 8. Paris 1981, 67-

79. . (A. ArioLr)

RAFSANDJAN, a town of Kirmén province, cen-
tral Persia (lat. 30° 25° N., long. 56° 00" E., altitude
1,572 m/5,156 ft.), situated on the Yazd road 120
km/74 miles to the west of Kirman city. It is the chef-
lieu of a shahkrastan or district of the same name.
Known also as Bahramabad, in 1991 it had an
estimated population of 87,798 (Preliminary results of
September 1991 census, Statistical Gentre of Iran,
Population Division). Its chief claim to fame is as the
home of the present (1993) head of state of the Islamic
Republic of Iran ‘‘President and Prime Minister”’
All Akbar Hashimi Rafsandjani.

Bibliography: ~Razmara (ed.), Farhang-t
diughrafiya-yi Iran-zamin, viii, 207. (Ep.)
AL-RAGHIB arL-ISFAHANI, Asu 'L-KAsim aL-

Husavyn b. Muhammad b. al-Mufaddal, religious
and Arabic literary scholar. Despite the con-
siderable popularity of his works, at least a dozen of
which are extant, and his demonstrable influence on
al-Ghazalt and other later figures, al-Raghib’s name
is missing from almost all the standard biographical
collections, and information about his life is extremely
scanty. Abkhough late sources place him in the
6th/12th century, more recent scholarship has con-
firmed al-Suyiti’s statement (Bughya, ii, 297) that he
died early in the 5th/11th. In his literary anthologies
he alludes a number of times to contemporaries who
can be identified as members of the circle of the Biyid
vizier Ibn “Abbad (d. 385/995 [g.2.]); and the fact that
he refers to Ibn ‘Abbad’s successor, Abu '}-“Abbas al-
Dabbi (d. 399/1008), exceptionally, by his full tide
suggests that he may have been writing during the lat-
ter’s vizierate. There is no sound evidence that al-
Raghib ever visited Baghdid or left his native
Isfahan.

Further knowledge of al-Raghib comes almost en-
tirely from his own works, whose variety made it dif-
ficult for later biographers to pigeonhole him; al-
Suyati calls him simply an ‘‘author’ (sahib al-
musannafat). His best-known work, the Muhadarat al-
udaba’ wa-mubawardt al-shu‘ara® wa ’l-bulagha’ (2 vols.,
Beirut 1960, and earlier editions), is a comprehensive
adab encyclopaedia, organised in twenty-five chapters
covering such topics as intellect, rulership, crafts,
food, courage, love, death, and animals, and in-
cluding poetry and short prose anecdotes from all
petiods of Islaic history in approximately equal pro-
portions; particularly prominent are verses by al-
Mutanabbi and al-Sharif al-RAadi [¢.20.] and poetry
and prose by Ibn ‘Abbad. Similar in scope, and
overlapping in content, is the Madima® al-baldgha (ed.
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sarisi, ‘Amman
1986), which differs from the Muhadarat in purpose,
however, being essentially a thesaurus of elegant ex-
pressions for the use of the aspiring littérateur; this
title is not recorded by the biobibliographical sources,
but is probably to be identified with the Kitab al-
Matani al-akbar veferred to by Hadjdji Khalifa (ed.
Fligel, v, 616), quoting from the extant but un-
published introduction to al-Raghib’s own Durrat al-
ta’wil (see below). A third literary work by al-Raghib,
preserved without proper title in a Yale manuscript
(ms. Landberg 165) and dealing with the standard
rhetorical figures of poetry, is perhaps to be identified
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