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RAF¢ — RAFI 385

mediately following the name of the Companion in an
isnad strand. Reports, furthermore, in which
Companions are alleged to have said: ‘“We used to do
(or say) such and such a thing in the time of the
Prophet’’, were considered mawkif as to the actual
wording but marfi® as to the underlying meaning,
since they implied Mubammad’s tacit approval, in
Arabic takrir (plural takrirat). Moreover, although
Mubammad’s name is not mentioned, additional
statements in a matn such as: *‘... while the Kur’an
was still being revealed'’, or a Companion’s assertion
that a certain Kuran verse pertained to one particular
situation to which he bore witness, were likewise con-
sidered to be marfi‘-supported, but only by
implication.

Bibliography: For the usages of the derivatives
of r-f-¢ and accompanying casuistry, including
juridical authority, see Ibn al-Salih, al-Mukaddima
[F Sulum al-hodith], ed. ‘A’isha ‘Abd al-Rahman
Bint al-Shay?, Cairo 1974, 122-30; Nawawi,
Takrib, tr. W. Margais in J4, 9° série, xvi (1900),
506-13; Suyiti, Tadrib al-rawi, ed. ‘A. ‘Abd al-
Latif, 183-93; al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, al-Kifaya fi
SIm al-riwdya, Haydarabad 1357, 415-24; Subhi al-
Salih, ‘Ulim al-hadith wa-mustalehubu, Damascus
1959, 226 ff.; for the role of the raf* phenomenon in
the proliferation and fabrication of traditions, as
well as a list of raffd%in, see G.H.A. Juynboll,
Muslim tradition. Studies in chronology, provenance and
authorship of early hadith, Cambridge 1983, index
s.v. raf¢ and raffdS; idem, Some notes on Islam’s first
fuqaha’ distilled from early hadith literature, in Arabica,
xxxix (1992), 287-314. (G.-H.A. JuyneoLr)
RAF¢ [see TALAK].

RAFAH, conventional modern rendering Rafah,
originally 2 town 5 km/3 miles inland from the
eastern Mediterranean (lat. 31° 18’ N., long. 34° 15’
E.), on the borders of Egypt and Palestine and now
administratively divided between Egypt and the
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip as two separate towns.

The name is ancient, and appears in Egyptian
records of ca. 1300 BC as RPH. In Byzantine times it
was part of Palestina Prima and a prosperous place,
depicted on the famous Madaba map. At the time of
the Arab invasions, it seems to have surrendered to
¢Amrb. al-As on condition of paying the poll-tax and
the ughr [g.0.] in return for security of life and proper-
ty: subsequently, it was included in the diund [g.v.] of
Filastin. The Arabic geographers often mention it as
a stage on the route between Damascus and Egypt
and as being in the zone of djifdr, sand dunes difficult
to traverse. However, water was easily available
through digging, and in the 18th century Asad al-
Lukaymi (d. 1765), en route for Jerusalem, compared
the water from Rafah’s well to that of the Nile in its
sweetness. The geographer al-Muhallabi (d.
376/986), cited by al-Kalkashandi, says that the
population of this madina was composed of Lakhm and
Djudhim tribesmen; it had a market, a mosque with
a minbas, funduks, and was administered by a walf al-
maSina who had a force of soldiers at his disposal.
Modern archaeological surveys and investigations
have disclosed a number of derelict settlements in the
neighbourhood, including on the coast, Tall Rafah,
which served as the town’s landing-place. Yakit
describes Rafah as ruinous in his own time, and for
several centuries it is hardly mentioned.

But in the 19th century it regained some of its old
importance, being from 1865 a telegraph station on
the Damascus-Cairo line. In 1870 the Khedive Isma‘il
visited the place, and two granite columns were
erected to define the border there of Egypt and Ot-

toman Syria. Subsequently, however, Rafah became
a point of dispute. In 1898 ‘Abbas Hilmi [g.2.] visited
it after threats of an Ottoman annexation of the Sinai
peninsula, discouraged at this time by British
diplomatic intervention; but in April 1906 the Ot-
tomans occupied Rafah, removed the two columns
and uprooted the telegraph poles. Negotiations fol-
lowed, and the borders were defined in October 1906,
with the telegraphic service restored and telephone
and camel postal services introduced. During the First
World War, British forces under Sir Archibald Mur-
ray occupied Rafah in June 1917, establishing a
military camp; a double-track, standard-gauge
railway from al-Kantara to Rafah, thence to Beer-
sheba, was built. The town later grew by the settle-
ment of Bedouins there and, after 1948, of Palestinian
refugees; and in 1956 and 1967 it was occupied by
Israeli forces. Following the Camp David Accords and
the peace treaty between Israel and Egypt of 1978,
Palestinian Rafah was again separated from its Egyp-
tian counterpart. .

Bibliography: 1. For the classical Arabic
sources, see Le Strange, Palestine under the Moslems,
517, and Marmardji, Textes géographiques arabes sur la
Palestine, 80, also Ibn Fadl Allah al-‘Umari, Masalik
al-absdr, ed. Ayman Fu’ad Sayyid, Cairo 1983, 95;
Kalkashandi, Subb, iii, 232, iv, 75-7, 89; Mudjir al-
Din al-*Ulaymi, a/-Uns al-djalil, ‘Amman 1973, ii,
67. :

2. Studies. Na‘Gm Shukayr Bey, The history of
Sinai... (in Arabic), Cairo 1916, 19, 122, 175-9,
252-3, 588-616; H.C. Luke and E. Keith-Roach,
The handbook of Palestine and Trans-Jordan®, London
1930, 286-7; Naval Intelligence Division, Admiral-
ty Handbooks, Palestine and Jordan, London 1943,
index; U. Heyd, Ottoman documents on Palestine 1552-
1615, Oxford 1960, 125-7; Muhammad Ramzi, al-
Kamis al-diughrafi if ’l-bilad al-misriyya, Cairo 1963,
ii/4; art. Rafa, in Encyclopaedia Judaica, xiii, 1510;
arts. on history and education and on the town of
Rafah itself, in al-Mawsaa al-Filistiniypa, Beirut
1990. (M.A. BakHIT)
RAFI¢ 8. HARTHAMA, a soldier of fortune

who disputed control of Khurasan with other adven-
turers and with the Saffarid Amir ‘Amr b. al-Layth
[g.0.] in the later 3rd/9th century, d. 283/896.

Rafi¢ had been in the service of the Tahirids [¢.0.],
and after the death in 268/882 at Nishapur of the
previous contender for power in Khurasin, Ahmad
al-Khugdjistani, he set himself up as dr facto ruler of
Khurasan, subsequently securing legitimisation from
the “Abbasid caliphs when al-Muwaffak {¢.2.] broke
with the Saffarids. By 283/896, however, ‘Amr
managed to defeat Rafi and to drive him out of
Khurasan to Kh“arazm, where he was killed.

Bibliography: R. Vasmer, Uber die Minzen der
Saffariden und ihrer Gegner in Fars und Hurdsdn, in
Num. Zetschr.,, N.F., xxi1 (1930), 138 ff.; C.E.
Bosworth, in Camb. hist. of Iran, iv, 118-20; idem,
The Saffarids of Sistan and the Maliks of Nimriz, Costa
Mesa, Calif. 1993. (C.E. BosworTH)
RAFI¢ 8. aAL-LAYTH 5. NASR 8. SAYYAR, ap-

parently the grandson of the last Umayyad governor
of Khurasan Nagr b. Sayyar [¢.0.] and rebel against
the ‘Abbisid caliphate in the opening years of the
9th century A.D.

In 190/806 Rafi€ led a rising in Samarkand which
turned into a general rebellion throughout Transox-
ania against the harsh rule and financial exploitation
of the caliphal governor of Khurasan, ‘Al b. ‘Isd b.
Mihan [see 188 MAHAN]. As well as receiving support
from the local Iranian population, Rafi¢ secured help
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