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prof§ssionnelle (chef des magiciens, des devins, des astrologues, Daniel 5, 11). Ce
d.ermer sens apparait sur de nombreuses stéles puniques, nous retiendrons en par-
ticulier, puisqu’elles sont proches du territoire d’Arabion, celles de Cirta (A. Ber-

thier et R. Charlier, Le sancruaire punique &’El Hofra a Constantine, 1955, stélegd

n° 65267, 74 4 77, 82 4 84).

Mais existe également en hébreu la racine ‘arabh qui est apparemment plus pro- ° .*

che du nom d’Arabion; cette racine a le sens de « peuples mélés», elle s’applique

en particulier aux nomades du désert et, 4 partir d’Isaie, aux Arabes qui lui doivent -

leur nom. :

On ne peut cependant rattacher le nom d’Arabion 4 cet ethnique, il est plus sim-
ple d’expliquer la présence de la marque A (masculin singulier) au début du nom
par une berbérisation du terme punique (S. Chaker, Onomastique berbére*, cahier
n° 7). A-rabi(o) devrait donc signifier simplement : le maitre, le chef,

Rab est 'équivalent du libyque Mess sur lequel est construit le iom de Messinis-
sen («leur maftre ») dont les latins ont fait Massinissa. Ainsi Arabion portait effecti-
vement le méme nom que son pére; c’est la proposition qu’avait faite J. Mazard
pour étayer une hypothése numismatique qui s’est avérée fausse.
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Les berbérophones, identifiés par une pratique linguistique spécifique, ne sont
a P’heure actuelle démographiquement minoritaires que parce que le Maghreb a
connu depuis le Moyen Age un lent processus d’arabisation linguistique. Le fond
du peuplement maghrébin est donc d’origine berbére : immense majorité des ara-
bophones actuels ne sont que des Berbéres arabisés depuis des dates plus ou moins
reculées. Et, d’une certaine fagon (historique et anthropologique), on peut dire sans
polémiquer que tous les Maghrébins sont des Berbéres. Mais au niveau des réalités
socio-culturelles présentes, il est évident que la berbérité, la conscience d’étre Ber-
bére, est liée 4 la berbérophonie et ne concerne plus qu’une minorité — importante
~ de la population. Les «Autres» se définissent (et doivent étre définis) comme
«Arabes» parce qu’ils sont linguistiquement et culturellement arabes. En matisre
de culture, la réalité est d’abord fait de conscience.

Les grandes lignes historiques et géographiques du processus d’arabisation lin-
guistique du Maghreb ont été posées d’une maniére qui reste globalement satisfai-
sante par ’arabisant W. Marcais (1938-1961). On trouvera également une synthése
réactualisée de la question chez G. Camps (1983) et dans son introduction au volume
1 de P Encyclopédie berbére. On ne traitera dans la présente notice que des aspects
anthropologiques généraux (passés et actuels) et linguistiques du phénoméne.
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Les facteurs explicatifs

Comment se fait-il qu’une partie, maintenant majoritaire, des populations autoch-
tones ait abandonné sa langue alors qu’une autre 1’a conservé malgré la conquéte
arabe, I'islamisation, P’intégration trés ancienne dans P'orbite arabo-musulmane et
la pénétration a partir du xr° siécle de populations arabes bédouines venues d’Orient ?

L’interrogation porte bien entendu sur le tissu rural (sédentaire et nomade) du
Maghreb. Car, dans les villes, on comprend aisément que le processus d’arabisa-
tion se soit accompli assez t6t. Les causes et cheminements sont clairs pour les cités
fondées par les Arabes et les vieux centres de culture arabo-islamique (Kairouan,
Fés...). On voit bien aussi pourquoi les habitants latinisés et christianisés des villes
anciennes ont adopté la nouvelle langue dominante : ’arabe ne pouvait que s’imposer
rapidement dans la ville, lieu de présence (politique, culturelle, humaine...) et de
contrdle magimum des nouveaux maitres du Maghreb.

Une premiére cause générale, fondamentale et permanente, 4 I'ceuvre depuis treize
siécles, reléve de la domination symbolique : le rapport arabe/berbére a été, trés
tdt, une relation déséquilibrée en raison du lien consubstantiel de 1'Islam 4 la lan-
gue arabe. En Berbérie comme dans tout le monde musulman non arabe, il y a
toujours eu de ce fait valorisation marquée de P’arabe, langue du Sacré, langue de
Dieu, mais aussi langue de IEcrit et du Savoir légitime, langue du Pouvoir et de
la Ville. Au Maghreb, cette prééminence a vite engendré un véritable complexe
d’infériorité des Berbéres vis-a-vis des Arabes et de leur langue. Car le berbére était
sans tradition écrite et n’avait jamais été le vecteur d’une culture 2 rayonnement
large. Dans I’aire méditerranéenne ot ’écrit est valorisé 4 Pextréme, sacralisé méme
dans la tradition islamique, le berbére ne pouvait étre percu, face i la langue arabe,
que comme un idiome barbare et imparfait : d’ow une forte et ancienne tendance
4 recourir 4 P’arabe pour toute expression élaborée, visant 4 la reconnaissance.

Pour ce qui est du Maghreb profond, rural et tribal, 'approche comparée des
deux cas d’évolution (arabisation/résistance du berbére) permet d’avancer un ensem-
ble d’hypothéses explicatives. Mais les causes sont multiples et entrecroisées : cha-
que région mériterait une approche spécifique. Sans que 'ordre implique une hié-
rarchie absolue, on évoquera :

® Lq géographie : notamment l'isolement dans les zones de montagne, par opposi-
tion aux régions de plaines et de hautes plaines pré-sahariennes, trés tot arabisées
parce qu’elles permettaient la circulation et P'installation aisées des populations ara-
bophones venues d’Orient et des agents des pouvoirs urbains arabophones.

® La démographie : la berbérophonie s’est également bien maintenue dans des régions
de fort peuplement, ol occupation humaine était déja suffisamment dense et ne
permettait que difficilement I’intrusion d’éléments extérieurs. Alors que P’arabisa-
tion se développe surtout dans les zones & occupation humaine plus clairsemée
(régions d’élevage pastoral, nomade ou semi-nomade, ou méme sédentaire).

e Le systéme de production et d’appropriation des sols : la berbérophonie parait, ten-
danciellement — il existe des exceptions notables comme le Moyen Atlas —, s’&tre
mieux maintenue dans les régions de tradition « paysanne», 4 fort ancrage terrien,
a appropriation individuelle ancienne des terres (méme s’il y existe des formes de
gestion et d’exploitation collectives). La collectivité de base — le village plutét que
la tribu — y est plus économique et topographique que généalogique. Tandis que
les zones d’arabisation ancienne et large sont plutdt des régions de nomadisme ou
de semi-nomadisme, des sociétés «agro-pastorales » ot les liens du sang comptaient
plus que le lien i la terre.

Il ne s’agit 14, répétons-le, que de tendances, mais elles permettent de mieux com-
prendre les processus et les évolutions divergentes. Dans un cas, on a affaire 4 des
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rab nationalism, as defined by the fact that

the Arabs form a separate nation on the

grounds that they share 2 common langu-
age, history, geography and ethnic origins, and that this
nation governs itself by having won political freedom, is
a movement that appeared after the fall of the Ottoman
state in a struggle for independence from western domi-
nation, especially that of the British and the French. Ho-
wever, it must be stated that Arab nationalism started to
develop in the second half of the nineteenth century, and
that at the time of the fall of the Ottoman state it had al-
ready reached an important level. Historians of Arab na-
tionalism refer to this term as “pre-nationalism” and use
the expression “Arabism™.! The principle factors influen-
tial in the appearance of Arabism can be listed as follows:
the changes in the traditional social, cultural and econo-
mic balances as a result of the increasing European popu-
lation living amongst the Arabs as from the 1800s; a re-
vival of the Arabic language and literature along with

the forming of an Arab consciousness as a resul of the |

development of educational and press organisations; and
negative influences due to weaknesses in the Otroman
governing over the Arabs.

One of the important factors affecting the rise of
Arabism is the destruction of local balance as a result of
multi-directional European entry into the Middle East,
and che failure of the Ottoman state to impose its autho-
tity in the region. Before che nineteenth century, Euro-
pean relations with the Middle Easc were limited to the
trade purposes of smaller states such as Venice and Por-
tugal in the middle ages, and later of larger states such as

OTTOMAN P

Britain and France. However, at the end of the eighte-
enth and the beginning of the nineteenth century, the ex-
panding of the area of intervention in Europe’s political
competition to the Middle East was to change the cour-
se of the history of the region in a significant way. The
Middle East occupied an important position on Europe’s
agenda after the expulsion of Napoleon from Egypt in
1978. In however short a time that France had to withd-
raw from southern Syria and Egypt, Britain had secured
an entry to the region 2 facro. For this reason, Britain
was to feel obliged to take a close interest in che develop-
ments in Egypt primarily, and then those in Syria and
Lebanon, when considering the security of the road to In-
dia.

After the expulsion of Napoleon from Egypt, du-
ring the period in which Mehmer Ali Pasha and his sons
were in control, competition between France and Britain
continued with the utmost speed. Both countries were
investing in Egypt and developing their trade relations.
Mehmet Ali Pasha was also trying to speed up develop-
ment by gaining European knowledge and skills for the
Egyptians, and whilst sending students to Europe on the
one hand, he was also bringing European technicians to
Egypt in order to train skilled native workers. These de-
velopments gave rise to two important results concer-
ning the subject in hand. Firscly, the income and the for-
mation of an organised, modern army, obtaired as a re-
sult of developing trade and military relations with Eu-
rope, gave a chance for Mehmet Ali Pasha to carry out ex-
pansionist policies. Starting and winning wars against
the Ottoman state, to which he was bound, and awake-
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ning the thought that he was going to form a strong, au-
tocratic state in the Middle East, Mehmet Ali Pasha was
stopped from carrying out his expansionisc policies by
direct British intervention (1840).2 In other words, the-
se policies played a part in the strengthening of the Eu-
ropean population in the Middle East. Secondly, the de-
veloping relations with Europe, and especially the Egyp-
tian students sent to Europe were a vehicle to the entran-
ce to the Middle East of new ideas such as vatan (father-
land) and vasaniyye (patriotism), some of the most impaor-
tant factors of the nationalist ideology that was to arise
decades later. Some Egyptian progressives of that time
started to spread the idea that the reason for Europe's ad-
vancement was patriotism. That is, pacriotism was seen
as a source of strength and progression. One of the first
individuals in Egypt to try and spread this opinion was
Rifa'ah Rafi’ Tahtawi.?

By the 1870s, the idea of vatan and vataniyye had
become widespread, and xenophobia as a reaction against
the rising European population developed alongside
Egyptian nationalism. In this period, the acceptance by
important names, such as Afgani and his student Abduh,
that Muslims remained backward, and the idea that a
modern, rationalistic understanding of Islam, along with
the study of natural sciences widespread in the West, and
patriotism could save them from this backwardness was
warmly welcomed by the #/ema, soldiers and the newly-
forming group of licerates and thereby played an impor-
tant role in the development of Egyptian nationalism.
The increase in xenophobia at the beginning of the
1880s and the threats to European interests in Egypt re-
sulted in the occupation of that country by Britain in
1382, which meant that a base was obtained whereby the
developments in the Middle East could be easily follo-
wed and , if necessary, directed. Furthermore, from the
1890s to the fall of the Ottoman state, Egypt became a
place where the Young Turks and Arabists, oppasitions
of the Ottoman state, could act freely and where ideas co-
uld be secreted through Ottoman borders by means of
the press.*

The developing relations with Europe in Syria and
Lebanon resulted in the formation of two groups: those
supporting the West; and those against. While the

Christian Arabs, with the influence of the missionaries
working in this region from the first quarter of the nine-
teentli century , tended to rely on Britain and France, the
Muslim Arabs were generally in favour of the strengthe-
ning of the Ottoman state and the securing of Islamic so-
lidarity. As it is known, the French had close relations
with the Syrian Christians and the Lebanese Maronites
especially, and the British with the Druzes. The trade in-
terests of these two countries in this region were gradu-
ally strengthening, and as a result Britain and France lost
no time in opening their Consulates in the region. Apart
from dealing with the work of their own states, from ti-
me to time the European coasuls acted as guardians of
the local Christians and secured them large shares arising
from the developing trade relations. As for the Muslims,”
they were not pleased with such secular principles as
Muslim-Christian equality, which they believed were
forcibly i;nposed on them by the Europeans. These deve-
lopments caused a rise in tension in the community, and
in 1860 violent clashes occured between the Druzes and
Maronites of Lebanon, and between Muslim and Cheisti-
an in Damascus resulting in the death of thousands of pe-
ople, mainly Christian.” This incident lead to direct Eu-
ropean intervention. According to pew arrangerents,
instead of being provinces, Syria and Lebanon were ma-
de into autonomous mutasarryfTik (govenorships of san-
caks) directly bound to Istanbul. A mutasarrif wes to be
selected from amongst the non-Lebanese, Ottoman
Christians by the Ottoman stare, but this placement wo-
uld be validated after approval by the European states.
With these new orders, the Ottoman presence in Leba-
non and European interests were officially recognised.
Of all the European states, Britain and France in
particular tried to benefit from every opportuairy to inc-
rease cheir population in the Syrian region. It seemed as
if the Druze community were delegated to protect and
advance the interests of the British, and the Maronites
those of the French. These states, while erying to secure
the materialistic developments of these communities on
the one hand, on the other they were simply provoking
them to confront Ottoman authority, because when che
Druzes or Maronites commited crimes against the state,

they were protected by the British and Freach respecti-
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ARAP MILLIYETCILIGININ OSMANLI DEVLETI'NDE
- GELISIM SURECI

DOC. DR. §. TUFAN BUZPINAR
TURKIYE DIYANET VAKFI ISLAM ARASTIRMALARI MERKEZI (ISAM)

raplarin ortak bir dil, tarih, cografya ve et-

nik temellere dayalt olarak ayr1 bir millet

olusturduklari ve bu milletin siyasal ba-
gimsizlifint kazanarak kendi kendini yonetmesi anla-
muindaki Arap milliyet¢iligi Osmanli Devleti’'nin yikili-
sindan sonra Batililara (6zellikle Ingiliz ve Fransizlara)
kargt verilen bagimsizlik miicadelesiyle ortaya ¢ikmug bir
harekectir. Ancak belirtilmelidir ki, Arap milliyetciligi-
nin kokenleri 19. yiizyilin ikinci yarisindan itibaren ge-
lismeye baglamis ve Osmanlt Devleti yikildiginda snem-
li bir asamaya gelmis durumdayd:. Arap milliyetciligi
tarihgileri bu déneme “milliyercilik Gncesi” donem ad:

vermekte ve bu manada “Arabizm” tabirini kullanmak-

tadirlar. Arabizmin ortaya ¢ikiginda etkili olan baglica
fakttrler sunlardir: 1800’lerden itibaren Araplar arasinda
Avrupa niifuzunun giderek artmasiyla geleneksel sosyal,
kiilttirel ve ekonomik dengelerin degismesi; 19. yiizyilin
ikinci yarisindan itibaren Arap dili ve edebiyatindaki

canlanmanin yant sira egitim ve basin-yayin kuruluglari-

nin geligmesiyle Araplik suurunun olugmass; ve Osman-
11 yonetimindeki aksakliklarin Araplar tizerindeki olum-
suz tesitleri.

Arabizmin ortaya ¢ikising etkileyen 6nemli fakeor-
lerden biri 19. yiizyilda Avrupa’nin ¢ok yonlii olarak Or-
tadogu'ya girmesiyle mahalli dengelerin bozulmas: ve
buna kargiltk Osmanli Devleti’'nin bdlgede otoritesini
tam olarak tesis edememesidir. 19. yiizyil $ncesi Avrupa-
Ortadogu iligkileri Ortagagda Venedik ve Portekiz gibi
kiigiik devletlerin, daha sonra da Ingiltere ve Fransa gibi
bityiik devletlerin ticari amacla gerceklestirdikleri giri-
simlerle sinirliydi. Ancak 18. yiizyilin sonu ve 19. ylizyi-
lin baginda Avrupa'daki siyasi rekabetin miicadele alani-
nin Ortadogu’ya kadar uzanmasi balge tarihinin seyrini
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onemli olctide etkiledi. Ortadegu Napolyon'un 1798
Misir ¢ikartmasindan sonra Avrupa giindeminde 6nemli
bir yer isgal ecti. Her ne kadar Fransa kisa bir stire sonra
Suriye'nin glineyinden ve Misir'dan ¢ekilmek zorunda
kald1 ise de, Ingiltere’nin bolgeye fillen girisini saglamig
oldu. Bundan boyle [ngiltere, Hindistan yolunun giiven-
ligini diistinerek birinci derecede Misic’daki, ikinci dere-
cede de Suriye ve Litbnan’daki gelismelerle yakindan il-
gilenmek zorunda hissedecekti.

Napolyon'un Misir'dan ¢ikariligindan sonra yoneti-
mini ele geciren Kavalali Mehmet Ali Paga ve ogullan
déneminde Misir'da Fransiz-Ingiliz rekabeti olanca hi-
ziyla devam ecti. Her iki tilke de Misir'a yatirim yap-
makta ve ticari iligkilerini gelistirmekteydiler. Mehmet
Ali Pasa da Avfupa’nm bilgi ve becerilerini Misirlilara
kazandirarak gelismeyi huzlandirmak icin bir taraftan
Avrupa'ya 8grenci gondermekte, diger taraftan da Avru-
palt teknisyenleri Misic’a getirerek yerli kalifiye eleman
yetigtirmeye caligmaktaydi. Bu gelismeler konumuz agi-
sindan iki onemli sonug dogurdu: Birincisi, Avrupa ile
gelistirilen ticari ve askeri iliskiler sonucu elde edilen ge-
lir ve kurulan diizenli modern ordu Mehmet Ali Paga’ys
yayilmact politika izlemeye sevk etti. Bagli bulundugu
Osmanlt Devleti'ne karst act1g1 savaglars kazanan ve Orta-
dogu'da.giiclii ve otokratik bir devlet kuracags zannuni
uyandiran Mehmet Ali Paga'nin yayilmact politikalar In-
giltere’'nin doFrudan miidahalesiyle frenlenebilmigtir
(1840).2 Diger bir ifadeyle, bu politikalar Avrupa’nin Os-
tadogu’'daki niifuzunun kuvvetlenmesine katkida bulun-
mustur. [kincisi, Avrupa ile gelisen iliskiler ve dzellikle
Avrupa'ya giden Misirli 6grenciler onyillar sonra dogacak
olan mlllxyemh]\ ideolojisinin tnemli unsurlarindan olan
“vatan” ve “vatanperverlik” gibi yeni fikirlerin Ortado-

citt, 2, Anlemiec AR
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Ozet: Osmanli Devleti’nde Tanzirnatla birlikte modern okullefrm
acilmastyla ve Suriye, Cebel-i Liibnan ve Filistin’deki misyoner
okullarimin etkisiyle, zellikle Hristiyan Araplar arasmda Batili an-

‘lamda mllllyetglhk fikirleri yayginlasmaya baglanustir. Miisliiman

Araplar ise, Islam diinyasinmn Bat1 karsisinda 6nlenemez gerileyi-
sine bir tepki olarak Arap kimlik ve kiiltiir mirasma vurgu yapmak
suretiyle, Islam ve Bat: medemyeﬂelme Araplarn yaptiklar katki-
lardan bahisle, Arapcilik suurunu canlandirarak sdzkonusu gerile-
meye ¢oziim bulmaya calismislardir.

Hristiyan Araplar, Arap kiiltiir ve dilini canlandiracak faahyetler
yapmanin yaninda, Osmanli Devleti’nden ayrilma fikrini de giin-
deme getirerek bagimsizlifi savunmuslardir. Miisliiman Araplar
ise ayrilike fikirlerden ziyade, imparatorlugun biittinligiiniin mu-
hafaza edilmesine taraftar olmakla birlikte, yasadiklan bolgelerde
Arap dil ve kiiltiiriine daha fazla nem verilmesini talep etmigler-
dir. Ancak Suriye’ye kiyasla, Ing1hz idaresinin de etklslyle daha
farkl1 bir mllhyetg;lhk anlayist geligtiren Misirlr Araplar, “vatan”

kavramina vurgu yaparak Araplik’tan ziyade “M1s1r11” kimliklerini
on plana ¢ikarmaya calismislardir.

Miisliiman ve Hristiyan Araplar arasindaki milliyetci akimlara rag-
men, Birinci Diinya Savag1 sirasinda Hicaz’da Serif Hiiseyin’in
baglattig1 bagimsizlig1 hedefleyen ayaklanma Araplar arasinda an-
cak sinirh destek bulabilmistir. ‘Gizli Sykes-Picot Anlagmas: ve
Balfour Deklerasyonu nedeniyle Birinci Diinya savasindan sonra
bagimsizliklarin: elde edemeyerek Blrlesmls Milletler denetiminde
Ingiliz ve Fransiz mandasinda yasamak durumunda kalan Araplar,
ancak somiirgelerin tasfiye siirecine gidildigi 1940’larn sonlarln—
dan 1t1baren bag1m51zhklarm1 elde edebilmislerdir.

Anahtar Kelzmeler' Arap M1lhyetglhg1 _Araplar, Ml]llyetglhk
Osmanl Imparator]ugu Ortadogu

3

Kzrzkkale Universitesi, Fen Edebzyat Fak / KIRIKKALE
bayramsoy@ttnet.nettr

bilig 4 Yaz /‘2“604 4 say1 30: 173-202
© Ahmet Yesevi Universitesi Miitevelli Heyet Bagkanlif
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 nsan, bilinen tarihinin her déneminde bir

sey icin, bir sebepten 6tiird, bir ad altinda
catismestir. Bu catismanin genellikle hayat
surdurebilmek icin gerekli unsurlardan kay-
naklandigi, dikkatli bir tarih okuyucusunun
gozinden kacmaz. Cok eski dénemlerde, in-
san nifusu buginle kiyaslanamayacak kadar
azken bir tarla, bir otlak, bir ova, bir bélge icin,
yani gittikce biyiyen boyutlardaki araziler icin
micadele verilirken de bu catisma bir ad al-
tinda sirdirildi. Herkes kendisine, nihaf
tahlilde bir temelj olan, hayali bir cemaat! ai-
diyeti tayin ediyor ve bu toplulugun menfaatle-
ri ugruna hesaplasiliyordu. Sire¢ neredeyse
Fransiz Ihtilali'ne kadar bu tarzda devam etti.
Bu déneme kadar bir hikimdarligin, kralligin
veya imparatorlugun tebaasi olanlarin, séz
konusu Ust otoriteye bagliligini agirbikli olarak
belirleyen sey, yasadig topraklarda huzur bu-
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the organizers of a subsequent conference at Cornell University in New York
where I delivered the paper upon which this essay is based.

*Internationality” first appeared in the Oxford English Dictionary in 1864—
conveniently enough the year when Marx founded his First International and
modern left-wing internationalism along with it

*As quoted in Richard J. Barnet and Ronald E. Muller, Global Reach: the Power of
the Multinational Corporations (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1974), 14 15,

“The Economist (22 May 1993) carries a probing piece about the proposed breakup
of IBM to make it more efficient, and recoup its record losses of 1991-1992..

The opus classicus is of course Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism {Ithaca,
N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1983); a less well-known but still very important
locus ultra-classicus is Ernest Gellner, “Nationalism? in Ernest Gellner, Thought
and Change (Chicago, Ill.: University of Chicago Press, 1965).

Thomas J. Schlereth, The Cosmopolitan Ideal in Enlightenment Thought (Notre
Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1977), 2.

"The ones I happen to know have all been Russian, or partly Russian. I know one
who is happy only living in hotels, and justifies this with a complex philosophy of
exile as the natural, if often unrecognized, human condition. Buying a house and
“settling down” merely makes him feel in exile from everywhere else.

*Ernest Gellner, Thorught and Change (Chicago, IlL.: University of Chicago Press, 1965).

’Eric J. Hobsbawm, “Some Reflections on The Break-up of Britain,” New Left
Review 105 (September-October 1977).

1%See my article in the London Review of Books, February 1993,

“"Roman Szporluk, Cormmunism and Nationalism: Karl Marx Versus Friedrich List
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1988).

Ernest Gellner, “L’avverito del nazionalismo ¢ la sua interpretazione. I miti della
nazione e della classe,” in Perry Anderson, ed., Storia d’Europa (forthcoming)
Quotations from a transcript kindly provided by the author.

BTbid.

“A few weeks ago, a friend on his way from Zagreb to Belgrade was halted and,
after the usual hassles and warnings, “invited” to pin on a lapel badge. It read, “I
Love Serbs.” He declined the honor, pointing out that he had not had the time to
discover whether he loved them or not. This reply was met with gales of laughter:
“Just what a Serb would say!” roared one of the banditti.

YJane Jacobs, Cities and the Wealth of Nations: Principles of Economic Life (New
York: Random House, 1984), 212-14.

t1bid,
Ibid., 214 -20 passim.
1bid., 212~14.
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Martin Kramer

Arab Nationalism: Mistaken Identity

HREE LINES OF POETRY PLOT THE TRAJECTORY of Arab national
consciousness. “Awake, O Arabs, and arise!” begins the
famous ode of Ibrahim al-Yaziji, penned in 1868 in Lebanop.1
George Antonius deployed the line as the epigraph of his influential

book, The Arab Awakening,? as the first utterance of a nascent

Arab desire for independence from Ottoman rule. “Writ_e down, 1
am an Arab!” begins the poem of resistance by the Palestlmgn poet
Mahmoud Darwish, written in 1963 to assert an Arab identity
denied by Israel and the West.> The poem immediately entered the

. Arab nationalist canon, to be recited from memory by a generation

of schoolchildren. In the century that separated tl_nes<e two lines,
millions of people gradually awakened and arose, insisting before
the world and one another that they should be written down as
Arabs. .
“Are we Arabs one big lie?” This line ends a poem of angulsh
written in the midst of the latest Gulf crisis by Nizar Qabbani, the
most widely read contemporary Arab poet .and critic.* Tog much
had gone wrong to sustain exclamation points of awakening and
defiance; they were replaced by a question‘mark of. c!oubt. Qng:e
half of Europe and a Superpower had admitted to hymg a lie for
most of this century, the Arabs could not suppress their own doubt
any longer. Their god had also failed, spectacularlx so. It had been
called Arabism, or Arab nationalism, or pan—A_rablsm, and by the
time Qabbani posed his question, it had been in full retreat for a

generation.

Martin Kramer is Associate Director of the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and
African Studies at Tel Aviv University.
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Histoire

(XVIIT—XIX¢ss.)

SOFIA - 1969

ZEINE N. ZEINE (Liban)

UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS CONCERNING INDEPENDENCE v
MOVEMENIS IN THE ARAB PROVINCES
OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

In 1516-1517, the Ottoman armies of Sultan Selim defeated the Mamluks on
the plain of Majr Dabig, north of Aleppo, Syria. As a result of this decisive vic-
tory, the Arab Provinces of the Near East — all of which are, today, independent
sovereign states—became part of the Ottoman Empire for four hundred years.

The Ottoman Empire was, first and foremost a Muslim Empire. The vast
majority of the Arabs, as Sunni Muslims, felt that the Empire was also theirs and
were, on the whole, loyal subjects of the Sultan — Caliph.

During the second half of the nineteenth century, the once great Empire of
the Ottomans which stretched from the gates of Vienna to the shores of the Cas-
pian Sea and from the Persian Gulf to Aden and through the Red Sea and North
Africa to almost the Alantic ocean, entered its last stages of decline and disinteg-
ration. Enlightened Arabs became increasingly aware of the necessity of rejuve-
nating and reforming the old institutions and the administrative machinery of
their Empire. Several reform projects were promised by the authorities but very
few basic reforms were carried out.

8

ARAB DESIRE FOR AUTONOMY AND SELF-GOVERNMENT

Although in the nineteenth century there was as yet no «Arab Question» in
international politics, anti-Turkish sentiment did grow in Arab lands during the
second half of that century. It was due to diverse causes, the two principal ones
being the steady deterioration in Ottoman administration, and Western influenc-
es of various kinds. Under the impact of Western education, the infiltration of
Western Politioal ideas, the intercourse of commerce, the introduction of the ma-
terial goods of life, as well as through travel abroad and personal contacts with
the West, the inhabitants of the Near East were slowly waking up to a new world
of progress and independence, which was taking shape in the West.

This anti-Turkish sentiment, although very limited at the beginning, gathered
momentum during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid and the regime of the Young
Turks. The Sultan, at first, made several attempts to win the Arabs but the Arab
leaders continued to plead and ask for reforms in their provinces of the Empire.
Pressed at the beginning of his reign into accepting Midhat Pasha’s constitution,

693
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ential Arabic poet of the late twentieth
century, Adunis was born Ali Ahmad Said

in 1930 in Qassabayn, a small village near the
Syrian coastal town of Latakia. His early educa-
tion was frequently interrupted because his
poverty-stricken family needed him to work in
the fields and it was difficult to reach the schools.
But his father urged Ali to study, encouraging
him to learn Quran recitation in a local religious
school and to memorize classical Arabic poetry.
In early adolescence, young Ali had an opportu-
nity to recite one of his own poems before the
first president of republican Syria, Shukri al-
Quwatli, who was so impressed that he awarded
the boy an advanced secondary education at
fovernment expense in one of the best schools
In the country, where he received rigorous in-
tellectual training in both French and Arabic. It
Was also a center of political activism. The young
Ali affiliated himself there with one. of the
smaller, but extremely well-organized nationalist
factions, the Syrian Social National Party (SSNP).
twas during this time (probably 1947 or 1948),
that he took the pen name “Adunis,” which is
Arabic for the ancient Greek fertility spirit
onis. An ancient center for worship of Adonis

. "8 in Lebanon, not too far from where the

Z S onsidered by many to be the most influ-

- Ambic poey grew up. In taking the name, he was

o toﬂowmg the lead of SSNP members who aimed
e 0 show that many highly respected ideas and be-

% S\Of the Greeks (long acclaimed, in the West,

- S U founders of their civilization) had actually
er east, in the “Syrian” lands. In

'DDLE EASTERN

; 9, the founder of the SSNP, Antun Saadah,

LITERATURES

by
Adunis

was executed for a coup attempt against the
Syrian government, which inspired Adunis to
compose a series of poems embracing extensive
meditations on the nature of heroism and lead-
ership (including “Qalat al-Ard” [1949-1950; The
Earth Said] and “Al-Ba’th wa-al-Ramad” [1957;
Resurrection and Ashes]). Within a decade, Adu-
nis had begun to shift the object of his delibera-
tions to another magnetic Arab leader, Gamal
Abdel Nasser, who assumed power in Egypt in
1954. Over the next 15 years, Nasser became the
foremost advocate for a revitalized vision of an
all-embracing Arab nationalism transcending
country boundaries. Adunis appears to have em-
braced a similar view at this time, as shown by his
writing of two poems honoring Abd al-Rahman
al-Dakhil, the founder of the Umayyad caliphate
in Spain and a tenth-century hero of the Arab na-
tionalist movement (“Ayvam al-Saar” [Davs of the

AND THEIR TIMES
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Arab Nationalism: Historical Problems in the Literature

RASHID KHALIDI

9 b TEMMUZ 1993

AS WITH MANY ASPECTS OF MIDDLE EASTERN HISTORY, the study of Arab nation-
alism has tended to remain isolated from broader trends in history and the social
sciences and specifically from the comparative study of nationalism. Similarly,
most writing on nationalism has drawn sparingly on Middle Eastern examples.
Thus, while a few of the early studies of nationalism in comparative perspective,
such as that of Hans Kohn, devoted some attention to the nascent nationalisms of

_the Middle East including Arab nationalism, more recent writers, such as Eric

Hobsbawm and Benedict Anderson, have touched on the Middle East only in
passing, if at all.?

Within the field of modern Middle Eastern history, beyond a general isolation
from current trends in history, including the comparative study of nationalism,
there has been a propensity toward compartmentalization along linguistic and
national lines.2 This has led to an unfortunate situation in which those studying
Arab and Turkish nationalism, for example, have often been unaware of the
relevance of one another’s work, unfortunate because Middle Eastern national-
isms—such as Turkish and Arab nationalism before World War I or Zionism and
Palestinian nationalism more recently—have strongly influenced one another in
many ways and have served as the channels through which political concepts and
forms.of organization originating in Europe entered the Middle East. Failure to
examine these reciprocal influences has at times led to an overemphasis on direct
European influences and to numerous other kinds of distortions, notably a

1 As can be seen from the title of his first book, A History of Nationalism in the East (New York, 1929),
Hans Kohn came to the comparative, study of nationalism after éxamining its specific properties in
the Middle East and Asia, an examination that informs his book The Idea of Nationolism: A Study in Its
Origins and Background (New York, 1944). See also E. ]. Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism since 1780:
Programme, Myth, Reality (Cambridge, 1990); Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on
the Origins and Spread of Nationalism, rev. edn. (New York, 1991). Hobsbawm offers a list of recent
works on nationalism (p. 4), including Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism (London, 1983),
Anderson’s book, and the collection edited by Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger, The Invention of
Tradition (Cambridge, 1983). None of these books deals in any depth with Middle Eastern
nationalisms. One of the few authors on nationalism with expertise in the Middle East field is Elie
Kedourie, whose work is discussed below. See especially his Nationalism, 4th rev. edn. (London, 1985)
and the edited work Nationalism in Asia and Africa (New York, 1970).

? This compartmentalization may be due in part to the specialized language study necessary for
work on the historiography of Arab, Turkish, and Iranian nationalism, as well as Zionism. It is also
in part a function of the insidious influence of nationalist rhetoric on these different historiographies.
As a result of the heady impact of the subject studied on some of those studying it, much research
and writing on these topics has come to reflect in microcosm the antagonisms between Middle
Eastern nationalisms. . - o
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was overthrown by the army chief of staff, General Zia ul
Haq. General Zia promised fresh elections within ninety
days, as stipulated by the 1973 constitution, and put the
country back on the road to democracy. It took him eight
years to do so. In the meantime, he used a controversial
murder conviction to order the execution of former prime
minister Bhutto. His rule for eleven years (1977-1988) was
further marred by. the bitter legacy of the Soviet war in
Afghanistan: rising religious extremism, Islamic militancy,
and political confrontation. Pakistan became an ally of the
Western powers as a front-line state against Moscow’s Afghan
misadventure. It did better economically under Zia and
developed nuclear capability during the Afghan war years.

Zia was the first ruler of Pakistan who tried zealously to
Islamize the state and society, although the nation had taken
the designation of “Islamic Republic” under its first constitu-
tion, in 1956. Itis debatable whether this was the result of his
* personal religious beliefs, or if he. was using religion as a
source of political legitimation. Whatever the reason, Zia
interpreted the movement for the creation of Pakistan in
purely Islamic terms and asserted that Islamization was the
best way to secure and stabilize Pakistani society. He took
drastic measures for building Pakistan as an Islamic society.
He introduced Islamic taxes like zakat and ‘ushy, and replaced
centuries-old British laws relating with Islamic penalties for
offenses such as theft, robbery, adultery, and false accusation
of adultery. He made the drinking of alcohol by Muslims an
offence punishable by six months’ imprisonment and fine of
5,000 rupees. He established a separate federal Shari‘at (Is-
lamic law) Court to hear appeals against convictions under
the Islamic laws. Most of these laws and the Islamization
process of the Zia regime have been controversial, but Zia’s-
legacy in this regard lingers on.

The death of Zia in a plane crash returned the country to
democracy in 1988. The elections in October of that year
resulted in a divided mandate between the Pakistan Peoples
Party of Benazir Bhutto and the Muslim League. Benazir
became the first women prime minister of Pakistan and the
first to head up a democratic government in eleven years. The
Punjab, the largest province in the Pakistani federation, had a
Muslim League government headed by Mian Mohammad
Nawaz Sharif, a former political ally of Zia. The political
confrontation between the rival political parties, and the
president’s willingness to use her powers to dismiss elected
members of parliament, provincial assemblies, and govern-
ments at the center and in the provinces kept the country
unstable. Four elected governments, two of the Pakistan
Peoples Party and two of the Muslim League, were dismissed
between 1988 and 1996, followed, each time, by new elec-
tions. The military continued to play a role in these dismissals
from behind the scenes. Ultimately, the various political
parties in the parliament closed their ranks and, in 1997,
passed the thirteenth amendment to the constitution, which
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stripped the president of the power to dismiss future elected
governments.

This collaboration between the government of Nawaz
Sharif and the opposition parties didn't last very long. Sharif -
had a two-thirds majority in the parliament and was equipped
with tremendous executive powers, and he began to actinan
arbitrary manner. The opposidon dubbed him as a civilian
dictator. He forced a sitting president, a chief justice of the
Supreme Court of Pakistan, and an army chief of staff to
resign. When he removed General Pervez Musharraf from
office in October 1999, the military took over power for a
fourth time, through a bloodless coup. General Musharraf
designated himself as the chief executive of the country,
suspended the constitution, dismissed the central and provin- .

cial governments, and promised social and national reforiiis ™

to return the country to 2 workable democracy. His coup, like
previous ones, was endorsed by Pakistan’s Supreme Court,
but with the injunction that he would hold elections and hand
over power to the elected assemblies within three years.
National elections were set to be held on 10 October 2002,
but Musharraf held a national referendum in April 2002 and
got himself elected as president for a five-year term.

An image of the Badshadi mosque in Labore, Pakistan, appears
in the volume two color insert.

See also Awami League; Jinnah, Muhammad ‘Ali; South
Asia, Islam in.
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'PAN-ARABISM

Also known as Arab nationalism, pan-Arabism is the ideology
that calls for the political unity of Arab peoples and states, By
consensus, Arabness is defined not by religion or geographic
origin, but, as Sati* al-Husri proposed, by language. Arabs are
those whose mother tongue is Arabic and who identify with
the history and culture associated with. it.

Although some scholars trace its origins to nineteenth-
century state builders such as Muhammad “Ali of Egypt, or
religious reform movements such as the Wahhabiyya, or
intellectuals such as ‘Abdallah al-Nadim and ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Kawakibi, pan-Arabism developed as a coherent ideology
and political movement at the time of the First World War. It
arose as a response to both European imperialism and to the
mismanagement and pan-Turkic ideology associated with
the Young Turk movement in the Ottornan Empire.

1slam and the Muslim World

'eate,Richard C. Martin, Encyclopedia of slam and the Mustim World, |

vol. IT, New York 2004. pp. S5 — ¢
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Egyptian-Israeli conflict, the road to peace, and his role in the
league.

TawriQ Y. Hasou

ARAB NATIONALISM. Like other strands of
third-world nationalism, gawmiyah ‘arabiyah or Arab
nationalism cannot be understood apart from its antico-
lonial ethos and its glorification of the collectivity’s ori-
gins and history in the face of Western dominance.
These general components of nationalist doctrine raise,
however, important issues in the case of Arab national-
ism. For instance, can anticolonial movements based on
Islamic reformism (like those of al-Afghani or Abduh)
or regional empire-builders (Egypt’s nineteenth-century
ruler Muhammad °‘Ali and his son Ibrahim) be consid-
ered precursors of the doctrine? Some have looked even
further back to emphasize the role of eighteenth-century
Salafiyah Islamic movements, such as Wahhabism that
preached a pure, “uncontaminated” Islam.

The view adopted here is that Arab nationalism as a
political movement is essentially a twentieth-century
product. Its bases and components may, however, origi-
nate with the presence of the Arabic language itself or
with the Arabs’ social, intellectual, and political culture.
Arab nationalism has been centered on “Arabness” and
hence on the important question “Who is an Arab.” At
present there is consensus around the view of Sati® al-
Husri (1882-1962) that Arabs are identified by their
language, having Arabic as their mother tongue and
consciously identifying with it. Indeed, al-Husri defined
nationalism as love of the nation and organic identifica-
tion with it, and the bases of such a national collectivity
are language and common history. To these bases some
have added common traditions and interests as well as
common culture shaped by the same environment. In
its most modern form (with Nasser, the Ba‘th, or Mu‘-
ammar al-Qadhdhafi), Arab nationalism aims at the po-
litical reunification of all Arabic-speaking states from
the Persian Gulf to the Atlantic Ocean, and their trans-
formation from a Kulturnation into a Staatnation. [See
the biography of Husri.]

This interplay between the doctrine’s cultural and po-
litical phases attracts attention to the sequences in its evo-
lution, for the movement acquired its present form only
gradually. Its vicissitudes are a function of various fac-
tors: intervention of external powers in the region; defin-
ing events or political upheavals that shook the area; the
type of leadership at the head of the movement; and its
competition with two other loci of peopie’s loyalty—the
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territorial state and Pan-Islamism. The movement’s evo-
lution may be divided into four phases.

Nineteenth Century to World War I. Ottomanism
and Islamic solidarity were challenged by modernizing
forces at the empire’s center and by the provinces’ de-
mand for Arab distinctiveness. Though interest in
Western science and technology united the Young
Turks and many Arabs, the drive of the Committee of
Union and Progress for turkification alienated the Arabs
and accelerated their demand for autonomy. Cultural
clubs—organized by Lebanese Christians in collabora-
ton with American missionaries—proliferated (al-
Yaziji, 1819-1871; al-Shidyaq, 1805-1887). When the
Syrian Butrus al-Bustani (1819-1883) pleaded for girls’
education or the Egyptian Rifa‘ah Rafi® al-Tahtawi
(1801-1873) emphasized watan (fatherland), they con-
stituted secularist challenges to the Islamic establish-
ment of the Turkish caliph. ‘Abd al-Rahmin al-
Kawakibi (1848-1902) tried to find a compromise and
suggested in his Umm al-Qurd the return of the caliph-
ate to its originators, the Arabs. The first Arab national-
1st conference, limited to Asian Arabs, was held in Paris
in 1913. World War I marked the beginning of an ex-
plicitly political phase. Sharif Husayn and his sons, in
collaboration with Britain and France and with the ac-
uve help of T. E. Lawrence, revolted against the empire
1o establish a single Arab kingdom in its Arab prov-
inces. [See Young Turks; Watan; Congresses; and the
biographies of Kawakibt and Husayn.]

Interwar Period to the Establishment of Israel.
Rather than forming a unified Arab kingdom, however,
the Arab provinces were divided between France and
Britain according to the secret 1916 Sykes-Picot
agreement. In November 1917 as well, Lord Balfour
promised Palestine as a national home for the Jews. Di-
rected against European domination (rather than as be-
fore against Muslim authority), the basic We/They di-
chotomy of nationalism facilitated the movement’s
politicization. African Arabs were still excluded (as
Najib Azouri shows in Le réveil de la nation arabe dans
PAste turque, Paris, 1905). Given the predominantly he-
reditary leadership at the time and the increasing impo-
sition of European-type administrative divisions, Arab
nationalism was locally rather than regionally oriented.
Pan-Arab writings such as al-Husri’s, with their secu-
larist orientation and objective of a unified Arab state,
compensated for this localism.

Revisionist and Mass-Oriented Movements, 1945-
1967. Increasingly dominated by a new middle class
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Gugdiarati, when the distribution of population ac-
cording to religion was as follows: Hindus, 222,714;
Mouslims, 28,690 and Jains, 12,542. Since Parition,
many of the Muslims have emigrated to Pikistin.
Bibliography: C.U.  Airchison,  Treatizs,

engagements and sanads, vi, 1909; Census of India, x,

The Western States Agency, Bombay 1933; Gazetteer of

the Bombay Presidency, v, Bombay 1880; Imperia! gazet-

teer of India®, xix, 345-55; ‘Ali Mubammad Khin,

Mir’it-i Akmadi (India Office, Ethé, nos. 3597-

3599); Selections from the records of the Bombay Govern-

memt, no. xxv, 1856. (C.C. Daviks)

PALEMBANG, the capital city of the province of
Sumatera  Selstan (South Sumatra) in  Indonesia,
situated on the shores of the Musi river. Itlies in long.
104* 45" E. and lat. 2°59’ §., and has a population
of ca. 790,000 (1990), of whom some 85% are
Muslims.

The area of Palembang, united with neighbouring
Malayu (Jambi), was the centre of the {Mahayana-)
Buddhist empire of Sri Vidjaya (4th-14th centuries
A.D.), renowned especially in the Bth-10th centuries
for its famous study centres for Buddhism and San-
skrit. After the 11th century, tantric Kala-Cakra-
Buddhism with a strong magical component became
dominant. In 1377 Palembang was conquered and
pardy destroyed by the ruler of Madjapahit, the great
Hindu-Javanese empire (14th-15th centuries). A
royal prince, after his escape, founded Malacca [g.0.]
in 1403 and became its first sultan after adopting
Islam in 1413. The Javanese-Chinese adipati of
Palembang, Arya Damar (after his conversion to
Islam: Arya Dilah = ©Abd Allih, 859-91/1455-86),
became the ancestor of the later sultans of “‘Palem-
bang Darussalam”*. Sultan Susuhunan Arya Kusuma

- fAbd ar-Rahim (1069-1118/1659-1706) was the first

ruler to adopt this title. After a power struggle be-
tween Sultan Mahmud Badaruddin and Sultan
Ahmad Najamuddin in 1811-21, a struggle used by
the British and Dutch for their conflicting interests,
the Dutch finally exiled the last sultan, Najamuddin’s
son, in 1825, following a last abortive attempt to
regain his independence. Thus the history of the
sultanate came to an end.

In the second half of the 18th century especially,
some Muslim scholars from Palembang achieved in-
ternational fame, such as ‘Abd al-Samad al-Palimbani
{g.0.]- At present, Palembang is the site of an influen-
val Institut Agama Islam Negeri (State Islamic Institute,
IAIN), 1o promote Islamic education.

Bibliography: M.O. Woclders, Het sultanaat
Falembang, ’s-Gravenhage 1975 (= VKI 72);
G.W.]. Drewes, Diretions for travellers on the mystic
path, The Hague 1977; Taufik Abdullah, Beberapa
aspek  perkembangan Islom di Sumatera Selatan, in
K.H.O. Gadjahnata (ed.), Masuk dan berkembangnya
Islam di Sumatera Selatan, Jakarta 1986, 53-66.

(O. ScHUMANN)

PAMIRS, the name (of unknown etymology) of a
mountain massif of Inner Asia. Its core is in the
modern Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous oblast of
the former USSR, but it spills over into Kirghizia and
Tadjikistan to the north and west, and into the
Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Region of China to the
cast, and Afghanistin (incduding the Wakhin cor-
ridor} and Pakistini Kagshmir (Azid Kashmir) to the
south. Comprised mainly of east-west-running
ranges, its many river valleys being right-bank af-
fluents of the upper Oxus (here called the Pandj **Five
[rivers]”’, its mountains reach a height of 7,495
m/24,584 ft. on Communism Peak. It is extremely
thinly populated: the population of the western

Pamirs is in the main ethnically Tadjik and Isma‘ili
Shi%t in faith, whilst that of the eastern Pamirs is
mainly Turkish Kirghiz and Sunni Muslim {some of
these last, from the Wakhin corridor, fled via Gilgit
and eventually settled in Turkey after the 1978 Com-
munist takeover in Afghanistin; see munipm. 2. In
Turkey and the Ottoman lands, at vol. VII, 353b). As
a typical refuge area, it is in the Pamirs region that
there survive certain archaic eastern Iranian
languages, such as Shughni, Ishkishmi, Wakhi,
Yazghulami, Sangli?i, Mundji, etc. [see iRAN, iii.
Languages, in Supgl.].

Being so topographically and climatically unattrac-
tive to all but a few agriculturists in the valleys and
nomads on the plateaux, the only part of the region of
historical significance has been the upper Oxus valley,
along which an important commercial route led to
passes across the Hindid Kugh [g.0.] mountains to the
Pandjhir {¢.v.] valley of Afghinistin and southwards
into Citral [g.0.] and Gilgit [¢.2. in Suppl]. It was
doubdess for this reason that the region was known to
the Chinese, with Shughnin [g.2.] appearing in
Chinese sources, such as the travel account of the ear-
ly 7th century Buddhist pilgrim Hstien-Tsang, as She-
ki-nior *“the kingdom of the five She-n: {gorges)”’, ap-
parently referring to the Oxus’s name here of Pangdj.
In Islamic times, al-Ya‘kibi, Buldin, 292, tr. Wiet,
109, mentions, the principality in ‘*‘upper
Tukharistan’ [g.2.] of (?) Khumir-Beg or Khumair-
Tigin, ruler of Shikinan (Shughnan) and Badakhshin
[g-v.}; the people there were still pagan, though ap-
parently tributary to adjoining Muslim princes (see
Ibn Hawkal, ed. Kramers, 467, tr. Kramers and
Wiet, $49-50; Barthold, Turkestan®, 65). The Hudiid al-
‘alam (4th/10th century) situates in the Pamirs region
the “Gate to Tibet™, dar-i Tubbat, and the seat of the
maltk of Wakhin at Ishkimish, its chefliew (tr.
Minorsky, 120-1, § 26.12-18, comm. 363-9; cf. Mar-
quart, Erdniakr, 224-6).

Towards the end of the 13th century, Marco Polo
passed through the Pamirs region, from Badakhshin
to the Wakhin valley and thence northwards to
Kighghar [¢.0.]; he describes the sparse inhabitants
there as warlike Muslims, with a chief called (?) None
(Yule-Cordicr, The book of Ser Marco Polo®, London
1903, i, 176-9 and Itinerary map no. II).

Subsequendy, the upper Oxus region of the Pamirs
was mainly under the political authority of Niziri
Isma‘ili hereditary mirs based on Shughnian, who
managed to survive pressure and attacks from the
local Timiirid governors; this isolated Ism3%h com-
munity has been significant for its réle in preserving
many theological and legal texts of the sect (see F.
Dafiary, The IsmdSilis: their history and doctrines, Cam-
bridge 1990, 436, 441, 486-7, 544). Toward the end
of the 19th century, the upper Oxus/Pangj fiver was
established, after disputes between the Amir of
Afghanistan “‘Abd al-Rahmin Khin [g.0.], the Amir
of Bukhira and the Russians, as the political boun-
dary between Russian Central Asia and Afghinistan
(the Russo-Afghan Agreement of 1895) (see L.
Dupree, Afghanistan, Princeton 1973, 424).

Bibltography: Given in the article, but sce also

BSE?, xix, 127-9, and thc bibls. to BADAEHSHAN,

SHUGHNAN and WAKHAN. (C.E. BosworTH)

‘PAN-ARABISM, an idcology advocating an
overallutiion of Arabs (wahdat al-*Arab, al-wahde al-
‘Arabiyya). ldeologues of Pan-Arabism have con-
sistently recommended such union on the basis of
several clements of commonality: (a) Language and
culture, considered the ultimate expression of the en-
tire Arab nation and one of its major links with the
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ek‘<*‘=*638 onbesinci b&itim

kilde ifade edﬂéli. Yeni Tiirk sosyo-kiiltiirel varliginin heterojen unsur-
lar1 bu topraga baglandi. Fakat yeni Tiirk milleti, Sirplar, Bulgarlar,
Yunanlilar ve daha sonra Araplar gibi, tarihi zilletlerinin (hezimetleri-
nin) intikamin: almak hevesiyle yanip tutusan bir ziimrenin hakimiye-
ti altinda degildi. Tam tersine, tarihi ezilmislikten ve maziye nostalji-
den nispeten 4ri etno-sosyal gruplarin eski bir karigimindan meydana
gelmig olan yeni varhgin Osmanh Imparatorlugu’nu ihya etmek gibi
irredentist bir istegi yoktu. Aslinda saltanata kargt isyanini hakh gos-
termek icin tarthe g6z yummak elit tabakanin igine geliyordu. Nite-
kim, eski parlak giinlerin riiyasina dalmaktansa, umutla gelecege bak-
mak bugiin de Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin temel felsefesi ve siyasi yone-

F
£

limidir.

OSMANLICILIK, ISLAMCILIK VE ARAPCILIK (ARABIZM)
Miiteveffa Albert Hourani Arap diigiincesine dair klasik incelemesin-
de, Arap milliyetciligi boliimiine “Araplik” duygusunu ifade eden kiil-
tiirel faktorleri vurgulamakla baglamustir. Bunlar arasinda Vehhabi [s-
yam ve Mehmed Ali Paga’nin oglu Ibrahim Pasa’nin Araplara milliyet-
lerinin ve siyasi ozgiirliiklerinin geri verilmesine dair sik sik tekrarlan-
mug bildirisi vardir (gergi siyasi 6zgiirlitk s6zkonusu oldugunda bu bel-
ki de Ibrahim Pasa’min gergek diisiincesinden ¢ok Fransizlarn beklen-
tisi ve umuduydu).®! Her halitkdrda Hourani Araplari iki gruba ayiri:
Kuvvetli bir monarsinin ve birlesmis bir imparatorlugun Islam’in ba-
gimsizhigin saglayacagim diigiinen Tiirk taraftart bir grup; ve impara-
torlugun butinliginin ancak mesruti saltanat, Miislimanlar ve gay-
ri-Miishimler icin egit haklar, din ile siyasetin ayrilmasi, esit adalet ve
zorunlu egitim ile korunabilecegine inanan Tirk aleyhtar: ve gayri-
miislim bir grup. Arap-Tirk anlagmazliginin baglica sebebi, Houra-
ni’ye gore, bir Arap “milli” kurumu olan hilafetin Tiirkler tarafindan
zaptedilmis olmasiydi. Hourani bu goriislerini Wilfrid Scawen

31 Bkz. Hourani, Arabic Thought, s. 260-323; Osmanlilar hakkinda daha sonralan yazdiklarina
bakarak, Hourani’nin Arap Hiristiyanlarinin milliyetgi yazilarna duydugu sempatiyi yansitan
eski goriiglerinde radikal bir degigiklik meydana geldigi sylenebilir.

osmanhcilik, anavatan ve devletin “tirklugii” 639

Blunt’un Islgm'm Gelecegi (1882) ve James Finn’in Sancil Zamanlar
(Stixrring Times) (1880) adli kitaplarindan alintilarla desteklemistir.
Bu iki yazar da Ingilizlerin bir Arap hilafeti kurmak ve Arapla-
11 Tiirklere kargi kigkirtmak amacint giiden fistii értiilii politikalarina
angaje olmuglardi. Hourani Arap milliyetgiliginin dogusu konusunda
daha ¢ok Huristiyan Araplarin yazilarina dayanmis fakat Miisliiman-
larin Huristiyanlarin cagrilarina cevap vermediklerini itiraf etmis ve
bdylece o kadar Gviilen 19. yizyill Arap milliyetciligi edebiyatinin sa-
dece kiigiik bir azinlgm iiriinit oldugunu ve ona hitap ettigini, genis
kitlelerin takdirine mazhar olmadigin séylemek istemistir. Gerg;ek su-
dur ki Arap elitleri, Ttirklerden farkli olarak benliklerine kék salmg
kuvvetli bir tarihi siireklilik ve etnik kimlik duygusuna sahiptiler.
Kur’an’in dilinin Arapca oldugunun, Peygamber’in bir Arap oldugu-
nun ve Araplarin Islam’in dogmasinda ve yayimasinda biiyiik bir rol
oynamug olduklarinin farkindaydilar. Diger Miisliimanlar da Arapla-
rn Islim’daki 6zel yerini kabul etmekten geri kalmamglardir, Hatti
Tiirkler Araplara kavwm-i necib (soylu millet) unvann: vermiglerdir,
Modernlik, Osmanhailik ve Islametlik Araplarin tarihi kimligini can-
landirmamustis, ciinki bu duygu Araplarda zaten cok kuvvetliydi; sa-
dece eski kimliklerini yeni sartlarin sgigida yeniden tanunlamaya zor-
lamistir. Bu sartlar Araplarin 6z bilineini derinlestirmis ve onlar degi-
siklige ugramus dini ve etno-kiiltiirel kimliklerine karg: hassaslagtirmig
ve tarihlerini degisik bir sekilde algitamaya sevketmistir, Araplardan
farkli olarak Tiirkler, kendilerini Islam’la dil veya Peygamber’in kabi-
le iligkileri bazinda degil, sadece inan¢ bazinda Ozdeglestirmislerdir.
Bununla birlikte Mevlidleri, Sufilikleri, cogulcu kiiltitrleri ve 6zel tari-
katleri dinlerinin dig goriintstini “Tiirklestirmistir. Ama Araplar vyi-
ne de bir Arap halifesi getirip onun izinden gitmeye pek yanasmanus-
lardir. Nitekim, Serif Hiseyin’in kisa 6miirlii sézde hilafeti ve 1924°te
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti tarafindan kaldirilan hilafetin yeniden tesisi giri-
simleri bunu géstermigtir, O halde Tiirklerin halifeligi ele gecirmis ol-
malart Arap-Tiirk ihtilafinin sebebi olamaz (bkz. Onbirinci Béliim).
Ernest Dawn ve Arap milliyetciligini inceleyen bagka bilim
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Baslangieta eski Arap kiiltturine dénmeyi ve Arapeaya hak ettigi yeri vermeyi

hedefleyen kulturel Arap milliyeteiligi, Batililarla bélgenin Miisliman ve

Hiristiyan Arap aydinlariun ortaklasa kurdugu Sanat ve Bilim Toplulugu,

Dosu Toplu

ulugu, Suriye Ilim Cemiyeti gibi 6rgiitler aractligiyla giderek siyasallastt.

Suriyeli gair Ibrahim Yaziei'nin 1868'de yazdigt iinlii siivindeki su dize

Arap milliyeteiliginin o yillardaki yénelimini gayet iyi 6zetler:

“Uyan ey Arap ve ayasa kalk!”

Araplar ve
Osmanlilarin
elindeki Arap
topraklart
konusunda
uzman olan
ingiliz istihbarat
gorevlisi Thomas
Edward
Lawrence
Araplarla
birlikte
Akabe'de.

lenden ana the
pgente g of e
Wi Fars Vone
Powerund Wor
1Yen g,

Roger Adelson.

Araplarin 400 yil boyunca baris
icinde yasadiklar1 Osmanli Impara-
torlugu'ndan ayrilmalari ile biten
siireci anlamlandirmak, bugiin bile
pek cok kisi igin zor bir istir. Serif
Hiiseyin'in 1916 Haziran'inda kendi
adina ¢ikardigi bir fetva ile basla-
yan Arap Isyani, Tiirk tarih yazimin-
da "Araplarin Tirkleri arkadan han-
cerlemesi” olarak anilir. Arap milli-
vetciligini Jon Tarklerin Tlrketilik
politikalari mi dogurdu, yoksa Arap
milliyetciligi mi Tarkculik akimin
dogurdu sorusuna 1938 yilinda yaz-

dig1 "Arap Uyanust” (Nahda) adls ki-
tabiyla cevap veren tarihci ve Arap
milliyetgisi George Antonius'a gbre,
Arap milliyetciliginin tarihi 19. yiiz-
yildaki Hiristiyan ve liberal Mslii-
man aydinlarin yogun oldugu Bey-
rut'taki misyoner faaliyetlerine ka-
dar gider. Bu goriisii elestiren ilk
isim olan Zeine N. Zeine'ye' gore
ise Suriye Osmanli idaresinde eko-
nomik olarak kalkinmisti ve Arap
milliyerciligindeki kritik esik, Jén
Tirklerin yerlesik teamullerden ko-
pup Tirk milliyetciligi politikalarin

uygulamaya koymasiyla ortaya ¢ik-
misti. Tarihgiler Albert Hourani ve
A.L. Tibawi ise [slamci modernizmin
emperyalist tecaviizlere kargi bir
tepki olarak Islamin tasiyicist Arap-
lar fikrini ylceltmeye gittigini, an-
cak bunun Osmanli'dan kopusu ge-
rektirecek kadar siddetli bir tepkiye
déniismedigini s6yler. Abdiilaziz ed
Diiri ise Arap ulusu fikrini Peygam-
ber'e kadar gotiirtir ve Arap milli-
yetciliginin "Tirkler Bati'ya karsi ¢i-
kacak glice artik sahip olmadiklari-
ni gosterdiklerinde ve Ittihatcilar
Tirklestirme politikalarini benim-
seyip Arap diline kars1 cikarak ciddi
bir provokasyona saptiklarinda”
gii¢ kazandigiru sdyler. Ernst Dawn
bu gdriislere tamamen kars: ¢ikar
ve Arap millivetgiliginin koklerinin
1908 dncesine gittigini, imparator-
lugun sonuna kadar da genis kitle-
lerin ilgisini ¢cekmeyen, Sam elitle-
rinin hitkiimette yer alma miicade-
lesi oldugunu iddia eder. Rashid
Khalidi Arap tarihini Sam merkezli
irdelemenin sakincalarindan s6z
eder ve Arap diinyasiun diger
Oonemli merkezlerine, 6rnegin Bey-
rut ve Kahire've bakmadan Arap
milliyet¢iligini anlamanin zorlugu-
na isaret eder. Arap milliyetciligi-
nin daha kapsaym evrensel bir kiil-
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AZIZ ALI EL-MISRI VE OSMANLI DEVLETINE KARSI
FAALIYETLERI

Aziz Ali El-Misri And His Activities Against Ottoman Empire

Omer Osman UMAR
Frrat Universitesi Fen Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Tarih Béliimii Ogretim Uyesi.
OZET

Aziz Ali Misri, Enver Pasa’nin onemli makamlara gelmesini ¢ekemeyerek, kendisine
menfaat saglamak amaciyla Arap milliyetciligine yonelmistir.

II. Mesrutiyet’in getirdigi serbest ortamdan faydalanarak, ¢nce Kahtaniye daha sonra da, el-
Ahd Cemiyeti’ni kurmustur. El-Ahd Cemiyeti’ne sadece Osmanh ordusundaki Arap subaylar, iiye
olabilmekteydi. Cemiyetin amact, Avusturya-Macaristan Imparatorlugunda oldugu gibi, Tirk-
Arap federasyonu kurmakti.

Trablusgarb Savasi gikinca, Aziz Ali Misri de, Trablusgarb’a gitmistir. Buradan [talyanlara
kars: direnmeden c¢ok, Araplart Osmanliya kars: kiskirtma faaliyetinde bulunmus, emirlere
uymamis ve yolsuzluk yapmistir,

Bu kot davraniglan iizerine, Osmanli yetkili makamlarinca idama mahkum edilip, daha
sonra affedilmistir. Misir’a giderek, I. Diinya Savasinda Ingilizlerle birlikte Osmanli Devleti
aleyhine faaliyet gbstermistir. .

Anahtar Kelimeler: Aziz Ali el-Misri, Ingiltere, Miswr, Osmanl: Imparatorlugﬁ, Arap
Milliyeteiligi.

SUMMARY

Aziz Alt Musri had activities as an Arap nationalist because he was jealous of Enver Pasa
who was a successful statesman and promoted to the important positions.

Firstly, he established the society of Kahtaniye and then the society of El-Ahd io take
advantage of the freedom of Mesrutiyet II. The members of society of El-Ahd was the some
officers of Ottoman Army. The aim of the society was the establish of federation of Tiirkish-Arab.

Wheh the war of Trablusgarb had staried, Aziz Ali Misri went to Trablusgarb,too, In this
places instead of waring against {taly, he proveked Araps aganist to Ottaman Empire. Because of
his harmful activities he was decided to execute but soon he was forgived. And then he went to
Misir and in these places he allied with England against Ottaman Empire during The World War 1.

Key Words: Aziz Ali EI-Musri, England, Egypt, Ottaman Empire, the nationalism of Arap.
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Arap Milliyetciligi: Ortaya Cikismdan 1918’e kadar

Dr. H. Bayram SOY"

Ozet: Osmanlt Devleti’nde Tanzimatla birlikte modern okullarmn
agilmastyla ve Suriye, Cebel-i Liibnan ve Filistin’deki misyoner
okullarmmn etkisiyle, 6zellikle Hristiyan Araplar arasinda Batli an-
lamda milliyetcilik fikirleri yayginlagmaya baslanustir. Miisliiman
Araplar ise, Islam diinyasinm Bati karsisinda énlenemez gerileyi-
) sine bir tepkl olarak Arap kimlik ve kiiltiir mirasina vurgu yapmak
P Argherncilon W suretiyle, {slim ve Bati medeniyetierine Araplann yaptiklar katki-
Wwwﬂgww lardan bahisle, Arapgilik suurunu canlandirarak sézkonusu gerile-
meye ¢bziim bulmaya calismuslardir.
Hristiyan Araplar, Arap kiiltiir ve dilini canlandiracak faaliyetler
yapmamn yamnda, Osmanlt Devleti’nden aynlma fikrini de giin-
deme getirerek bafimsizligi savunmuslardir. Miisliiman Araplar
ise ayriliker fikirlerden ziyade, imparatorlugun biitiinligiinin mu-
hafaza edilmesine taraftar olmakla birlikte, yasadiklar1 bolgelerde
Arap dil ve kiiltiiriine daha fazla 6nem verilmesini talep etmisler-
dir. Ancak Suriye’ye kiyasla, Ingiliz idaresinin de etkisiyle, daha
farkh bir milliyetcilik anlayis gelistiren Misurli Araplar, “vatan”
kavramna vurgu yaparak Araphk’tan ziyade “Misirly” kimliklerini
On plana ¢rkarmaya ¢ahgmuslardir,
Misliiman ve Hristiyan Araplar arasindaki milliyetgi akunlara ras-
men, Birinci Diinya Savasi sirasmnda Hicaz’da Serif Hiiseyin’in
baslattifi bagimsizligi hedefleyen ayaklanma Araplar arasinda an-
cak sinirh destek bulabilmistir. Gizli Sykes-Picot Anlagmasi ve
Balfour Deklerasyonu nedeniyle Birinci Diinya savasindan sonra
bagimsizliklarini elde edemeyerek Birlesmis Milletler denetiminde
Ingiliz ve Fransiz mandasinda yagamak durumunda kalan Araplar,
ancak sdmiirgelerin tasfiye siirecine gidildigi 1940’larin sonlarin-
dan itibaren bagimsizliklarim elde edebilmislerdir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Milliyetiligi, Araplar, Milliyetcilik,
Osmanli {mparatorlugu, Ortadogu

" Kirtkkale Universitesi, Fen- Edebiyat Fak, / KIRIKKALE
bayramsoy @ttnet.net.tr

bilig + Yaz /2004 + say: 30: 173-202
© Ahmet Yesevi Universitesi Mitevelli Heyet Bagkanl 1
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INGILIZLERIN HiCAZ ISYANINA MADDI
YARDIMLARI

Yrd. Do¢. Dr. M. Metin HULAGU *

A. ARABISTAN'IN SIYASI DURUMU

Osmanli Devletinin Asya kitasinda yeralip biinyesinde kesif
bir Arap niifusu barindiran, ayrica cografi konumu itibantyla da sa-
vag ag¢isindan oldukga 6nemli bir durum arzetmekte olan' Arabistan
Birinci Diinya Savas: arefesinde duygu ve lisan a¢isindan birlik ice-
risinde olmakla birlikte siyasi yonden sadece gruplara ayrilmakla
kalmamug, fakat ayn1 zamanda birbirine muariz kabileler arasinda
miicidele alani héline de gelmigtir. Askeri agidan kiigiimsenecek
bir yapida olmamakla birlikte miigterek bir Arap hareketini gercek-
lestirecek lider ve 6nderden yoksun bulunmaktayds.

Aralarindaki anlagmazliklar nedeniyle savag kamplarina ayril-
mig olan Araplar kendilerine, ister Miisliiman ve isterse Miisliiman
olmayan ber kim tarafindan olursa olsun yapilacak miidaheleden
hosnut bulunmamaktaydilar. Ayrica icra ediliginde hig bir sart ka-
bul etmeyen ve adeta kutsal bir vazife halini alan kan davalan ile
geleneksel ozgiirliiklerine bagh kalmaya calismuslardir®. Bu ve siir
nedenlerden dolayr Araplar Merkezi Arabistan'da Birinci Diinya
Savagi Oncesi "Ibn Suud" ve "Risidiler" olmak iizere iki idarf kis-
ma ayrilnuglards.

* Yrd. Dog. Dr. M. Metin HULAGU, Erciyes Universitesi Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi
Tarih Boltimi, KAYSERI.

1. Zeine N. Zeine, Arab-Turkish Relations and the Emergence of Arab Nationalism,
Beirut 1958,5.98.

2. Kiirkgioglu, Omer: Osmanl: Devietine Karst Arap Bagimsizlik Hareketi 1908-
1918, Ankara 1982, s. 92.

3. Steiner, M.J.: Inside Pan-Arabia, Chicago 1947, s. 53. ‘

4. Glubb, Sir John Bagot: Britain and the Arabs. A Study of Fifty Years 1908 to
1958, London 1959, s. 60.
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odurgan buyrukr ¢cabus sengiin boduni tokuz bayrr-
' 7 “2),

lug bilge ¢ad athgr.
Zu lgayrf bgsmtl tokuz tatar bunca bodun ¢ad bodum
ndeki taga Boke Tutam tarafindan iug}engl
i i bilgi i i disinda gdrecegiz ki,
hin vazittndaki bilgiler Sine-Usu ile tamamlandiginda goreceg
%}ifrvtllr gevletinin kurulusu ve Moyun-Cor Kagan devrini higbir yabaél-m
kayila&h bagvurmadan Ggrenebileceimiz ¢ok degerli bir tarihi belge 1lr
Hem Tiirk tarihi acisinda son derece kiymetli olan bu kitabe, hem de kiil-
tiir tarihimizin vazgegilmez kaynaklarindan birisidir.
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Bayirku, Kayra, Basml (Kayra-Basmil?), Tokuz-Tatar bunca halk sadin halkidir.

4: Kutlu hammin oglo Bilge Tolos Ulng Bilge
Ooey a Bakani, Ca%1§ Sengiin halkidir. Tokuz-

I1. ABDULHAMID DONEMINDE SURIYE VE
. LUBNAN’DA ARAP AYRILIKCI
HAREKXETLERININ BASLAMASI VE DEVLETIN
TEDBIRLERI '

Prof. Dr. Selguk GUNAY*

Bilindi§i tizere Araplar Osmanli Imparatorlufu dahilinde yasayan
Miisliiman topluluklarin gerek niifus ve gerekse yayginlik bakimundan en
biiyiiklerinden birisidir. Osmanh Padisaht Yavuz Sultan Selim’in 1517'de
Hilafeti Osmanlilara gegirmesiyle Arap Diinyasmin biiyiik bir kismu tize-
rinde Osmanli hakimiyeti. Bu durum Tiirk-Arap iliskileri a¢isindan yeni
bir donemin baglamas1 manasina geliyordu®. :

Osmanh Devlet yapisinda Araplar “Kavim-i Nevip” olarak eddedilip
miimtaz bir yere sahip olurken, Osmanly millet sistemi igindeki yerlerini
aliyorlardi®.

Ancak gurasi muhakkaktir ki, Osmanli ySnetiminin Arap diinyas:
lizerindeki hakimiyeti heryerde aymi 6zelligi tagzmamast, sartlarin ve cog-
rafyanin tesiriyle sekillenmigtir. Nitekim Osmanli yonetimi bilindigi
tizere “Magrip” ve “Masnk” olarak vasiflandirilan Arap iilkelerinde ken-
dine has yonetim bi¢imlerini uyguluyordu®.

Irak ve Suriye gibi iilkelerde eyalet sistemi uygulanirken, Magrib
(Fas, Tunus, Cezayir) iilkelerinde merkez idarenin daha az etkili oldugu
bir sistem mevcuttu®,

Osmanli Devletinin gerilmesine paralel olarak Arap vilayetlerinde
yonetimin aksakliklar ve bozukluklara uframast kaginilmaz goziikiiyor-
du. Ancak tabiatiyle 19. yiizyl ortalarinda itibaren bagliyarak Arap fikri

* Atatiirk Univ. Fen-Ed. Fak. Tarth Bolimii Ogretim Uyesi.

(1) Muzaffer Kiirk¢iioglu, Osmanlt Devletine Karg1 Arap Bagimsizitk Hareketi (1908-
1918), Ankara 1982, 5.7 . .

(2)  Zekeriya Kurgun, Yol Ayriminda Tiirk-Arap Hiskileri, Istanbul, 1992, s. 18.

(3) Hassan Saab, The Arab Federalist of the Ottoman Empire, Djambatan, 1958, 5.114.

(4) Bernard Lewis, The Arabs in History, London, 1966, 5.161.
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Palestinian and Pan-Arab
Nationalism, 1918-1939

by Yehoshua Porath

The existence of a human group, Arabic in
its language and tracing its origin back to a
common ancestral heritage in Arabia, has a
long and uninterrupted history. Even Islam
with its universalistic tenets could not
eliminate Arab feelings of separate identity.
Moreover the special place that they and their
language hold in Islam did much to consolidate
Arab awareness of their own identity. It is
true that this awareness was not originally
expressed in political terms, and that Islam
remained the only legitimate body-politic
accepted by most Muslims, including Arabs,
up to the second decade of the twentieth
century. But already on the eve of World War
1 this old established Weltanschauung was
being called in question by Turkish and Arab
nationalists and it received a mortal blow with
the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire. The
ideological transformation underlying nascent
Arab nationalism involved a mutation of tradi-
tional Arab awareness of their distinct identity
into the belief that this should assume political
form, either in autonomous and federated
provinces inside the Ottoman Empire or,
gradually, through a separate state.

Rashid Rida and ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Kawakibi, both Syrian exiles in Egypt,
active in the early years of the twentieth
century, provided one source for this ideology
by preaching that Islam could be rescued from

the Western and Christian peril only by restor-

ing its original mores; an essential part of its
glorious past was the dominant position which
the Arabs had once enjoyed within the ¢ com-
munity of the believers’, Demands were made
at that time, encouraged by the Egyptian
ruling dynasty, to wrest the Caliphate from
Turkish hands and restore it to the Arabs, as
its only true and loyal upholders.® This was
regarded as an urgent necessity in order to

W.L—5

save Islam from the hands of the decadent
Ottoman government, especially after 1909,
when it was gradually realised that the over-
throw of Abdiil Hamid by the Young Turks
meant the resumption of the earlier secularis-
ing policies which the Sultan had reversed.
Abdiil Hamid’s orthodox policies had been
above all intended to cement the loyalty
of the Arabs to the last surviving Islamic
power. Thus he had made the notables and
‘ulama’ of the Fertile Crescent the main
instrument and beneficiaries of his policies.
The mosques and religious schools in their
towns were lavishly aided and his closest
advisers were drawn from their ranks.? No
wonder that after he had been deposed, his
policies reversed and his advisers dismissed,
the Arab élite of the various towns adopted a
hostile attitude towards the Young Turk
government.?

After several years in office, it became clear
that for the majority of the Young Turk ruling
élite the alternative to Abdil Hamid’s
orthodox-Islamic concept of state and govern-
ment was a secular national Turkish state.
Adopting Turkish nationalism as the alterna-
tive foundation of the Ottoman FEmpire
necessarily led to policies of Turkification.
The Turkish language was introduced as the
sole medium of instruction in state schools and
the sole recognized language in Parliament and
the law courts, national symbols were derived
from the Turkish past, etc. Such policies
engendered strong reactions in the Arabic-
speaking provinces of the Ottoman Empire.
And some of the young, Western-educated
Arabs reacted to this upsurge of Turkification
by espousing a counter-nationalism of their
own. Among the early manifestations of this
were calls to safeguard the position of the
Arabic language and the rights of the Arab

29
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A MYTH OF ARAB NATIONALISM

Faysal b. al-Husayn in Amin al-Rayhani’s Nahnu wa-Harin al-
Rashid - 4 Historical Approach

JENS-MARTIN MEHLER

On Friday morning, September 8, 1933, the people of Baghdad learned sad
news: their King was dead! He had died in the early morning hours of the
same day, far away from Iraq.

The people (...) were stunned.! None could take his place as balancer of
forces, nor preserve his equal relations with his own extremists and with
the British, with town intelligentsia and with wild tribesmen, none could
control, by personal prestige, the ruling class and its factions ministers.?
No one, was the unanimous opinion, could replace Faysal

One may guess that this description of a person, given by two historians,
should be enough to create a myth.# But the life of Faysal b. al-Husayn al-

Majid Khadduri: Independent Irag 1932-1958. A Study in Iraqi Politics. 2nd ed.
London 1960, 4.

Stephen Hemsley Longrigg: Iraq 1900 to 1950. A Political, Social and Economic
History. 2nd ed. London 1965, 237.

Khadduri: Independent Iraq, 4.

The term “myth” comes originally from the Greek mithos (080g) which means
“word” or “speech” in contrast to Jogos (AGyoc) which means “word” too, but one
that elicits discussion, an ‘argument’. Cf. Kees W. Bolle: “Myth”, in: The Encyclo-
pedia of Religion. Vol. X. New York 1987, 261: “A myth is an expression of the
sacred in words: it reports realities and events from the origin of the world that re-
main valid for the basis and purposes all there is. Consequently, a myth functions
as a model for human activity, society, wisdom and knowledge”. Beside this relig-
jous definition Gero v. Wilpert gives another one which is nevertheless in some
way connected to religion but shows the meaning of myths in modern times. He
sees myths as “Urdichtung und unerschopfliche(n) Quell der Poesie. In dieser Form
begegnet auf spiteren Kulturstufen (...) gegeniiber der raticnalen, differenzierten
Zivilisation immer wieder der Versuch der Mythisierung gewisser Bilder und Vor-
stellungen, die nach Durchgang durch das rationale Denken und der wissenschaftli-
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Development of the Jewish National Home, 1920-1929’ (unpublished D.Phil disserta-
tion, Oxford University 1978), pp.316-320; Seikaly, ‘Arab Community’, pp.218-25,
336-54; Y. Ratner, Chayai ve-Ani [My Life and Myself] (Jerusalem and Tel Aviv:
Schoken, 1978), pp.218-29.

For Hushi’s words see ‘Din ve-Heshbon me-Peulut ha-Va’ad ha-Poel shel Moetset
Poalei Haifa’ [Report of Activities of the HLC Executive], 1930, LA/Library; see
also EHL.C, 18 and 29 May 1929, 30 June 1929, 14 July, 13 Aug., 16 and 30 Oct. 1929
LA/250-27-1-620; SCLE, 12 and 28 March 1929, 10 July 1929, LA/210-18; Moshe
Shapira, (HLC secretary 1928-1930), to EH, 3 March 1929, LA/208-1-127-b; HLC
Labour Exchange, 25 June 1929, 1.A/250-27-1-647; Hushi to Vilbush, 2 and 10 Oct.
1929, LA/120-1236-1; PHLC, 4 Aug., 10 Oct. 1929, LA/250-27-1-663.

For the intertwining of political and economic relations in pre-state Palestine and later
see M. Shalev, Labour and the Political Economy in Israel (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1992), Ch.2.

The Antonius Papers and The Arab Awakening,
Over Fifty Years On

LIORA LUKITZ

What can be the purpose of writing about George Antonius more than
50 years after the publication of The Arab Awakening, when apparently
everything that was worth analysing and reviewing has already been done
by other writers?' Why dwell on the issue again if not for the fact that the
book itself and its theme — the rise and establishment of nationalism as the
leading doctrine in the Arab countries after the collapse of the Ottoman
Empire - still remains a source of polemics among those who study the
modern history of the Middle East, its traps, dead ends and pitfalls?

The answer is that the consequences of intricate diplomatic exchanges
before and after World War I, or the disorientation and confusion they
created for future generations, still evoke fervent discussion. The thesis
there developed still stimulates scholars to rethink its central themes and
their political implications.” By following this debate, we are reminded of
the complexity of the underlying notions (in their current meaning as
well as in their original one), and compelled to reconsider some of the
assumptions at their basis which have, over the decades, been accepted as
indisputable and uncontested evidence.

One of the principal builders of this construction was, as is widely
known, George Antonius. However, amazingly enough, no thoroughly
conducted analysis of his personal archive has yet been published which
would end the discussion on whether he knew a great deal more than he
exposed in his book. The leading studies on the subject analyse The Arab
Awakening by comparing its text to some of the sources revealed officially
after its publication, but a number of questions regarding the discrepancies
between Antonius’ arguments and the documents in his possession still
remain unanswered.’

Some answers to these questions are to be found in the papers
assembled at the Israel State Archives after Antonius’ death. A glance at
these papers can bridge the gap between assumptions and evidence and
shed some light on controversial points in Antonius’ argumentation.

British official documents, private Western and Arab archives, secondary
sources and oral accounts were at the basis of Antonius’ analysis.* These
sources, however, had not been used according to a methodical system of
reference, opening the way to doubts about the veracity of some of his

Middle Eastern Stuides, Vol.30, No.4, October 1994, pp.883-895
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Weldon C. Matthews

PAN-ISLAM OR ARAB NATIONALISM?
THE MEANING OF THE 1931 JERUSALEM
ISLAMIC CONGRESS RECONSIDERED

One of the most complex questions in the study of the history of Arab nationalism is
that of the relationship between Islam and nationalism in collective political identity.
This complexity shows itself clearly in the specific case of the Palestinian national
movement during the early Mandatory period, when the Islamic political sensibilities
that historically had been central to the Ottoman Empire were thoroughly intertwined
with Palestinian territorial nationalism and Pan-Arabism.' Tt is not difficult to identity
individual Palestinian activists who expressed their political identities at various times
through any or all of these categories.” Clearly, religious and nationalist bases of
social and political identity are neither mutually exclusive nor unchanging over time.
Concepts of identity, whether expressed through kinship relations, citizenship. or reli-
gious and national identity, are generated, chosen, and manipulated in specific histori-
cal circumstances. As Dale Eickelman explains, “These forms do not exist as objects
that can be torn from social and cultural contexts by anthropologists for recording and
classification into typologies.” One can therefore ask, Under what circumstances did
Palestinian activists choose to express their political identity in terms of nationalism?

One way to approach this question is to consider nationalism as part of the larger
issue of culture, as described by David Laitin, This strategy suggests that nationalism.
like other cultural identities, is “Janus-faced,” having two dimensions. From one as-
pect, nationalism seems palpably real to those who participate in it, and it contains its
own values, which order political priorities.’ Such values are suggested in Anthony
Smith’s formulation of the core doctrine of nationalism. which asserts that specific
nationalisms share common beliefs. These are that humanity is by nature divided into
nations, that identification with a nation is necessary to the attainment of freedom and
self-realization, that nations attain fruition only in their own nation-states. and that
other loyalties are subordinate to that of the nation-state.” The second face of culture
shows itself to be a resource to be exploited by political entrepreneurs seeking to
maximize their power and influence. Aspiring and competing leaders recognize that
“shared cultural identities facilitate collective action™ and thus deploy these identities

Weldon C. Matthews is an Assistant Professor in the Department of History. Oakland University. Rochester,
Mich. 48309, USA: e-mail: wematth@yahoo.com

© 2003 Cambridge University Press 0020-7438/03 $12.00
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PART IV NATIONALISM

4. Anwar Chejne, “Egyptian Attitudes toward Pan Arabism,” The Middle East

1, XI (No. 3), 256. ) )
]Ou";.l Sydnfay N. Fisher, ed., Social Forces in the Middle East (Ithaca: Cornell Uni-

versity Press, 1955), p. 167.
6}.’ A. H. Houranic, Syria and Lebanon (Oxford, 1946), pp. 197-98. o
7. Fairborz Saifpour Fatemi, The Syrian Political Story, p. 34. (Thls‘ is a ‘manu-
script which will be published as a book. The quotations are part of an interview by
the author with Aflag in the summer of 1957.) . o
¢ 8. Harold W. Glidden, Middle East Journal, VII (Spring 1953), 206. This is an
abridged translation of Bakdash’s report.
9. Ibid., p. 207.
10. Chejne, op. cit., p. 264.
11. New York Times, June 20, 1956.
. Chejne, op. cit., p. 266. ] . .
i; Riceliard Hp Noltepand William R. Polk, “Toward a Policy for the Middle East,
Foreign Affairs, XXXVI (July 1958), 657.
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HAZEM ZAKI NUSEIBEH

" The Religious Factor in Arab Nationalism

Since Islam plays a vital role in Arab nationalism, a difficult problem
facing this movement, and the movement for Arab unity is the large
number of non-Muslim Arabs. In this selection Nuseibeh describes how
Arab nationalists themselves have unsuccessfully attempted to solve this
problem.

HAT were the ideas and the basic postulates of this specifically Arab
-\; V nationalism? They were, to begin with, a combination of many fa.c-
tors in a developing process. Each stage of development differs in certain

i i i i A Ithaca: Cornell
Zaki Nuseibeh, The Ideas of Arab Natwnahsr{l, Pp. 47 68. ( ace
gl;?ix‘]lleg?tzyerlilress, 1956), copyright, © 1956 by Cornell University, By permission of the
publisher.

6 - The Religious Factor in Arab Nationalism 241

important aspects from its predecessor and betrays all too clearly the
internal as well as the external influences at work. In the course of less
than half a century, five distinct stages are clearly recognizable. The first
registers the impact of European expansion, exemplified in the occupation
of Egypt and Algeria. The European expansion evoked an Islamic-Arab
reaction. But the idea of a united Islamic state was still the axis around
which the movement rotated, and the religious impulse still predominated
over the national. The outstanding exponent of this phase was Abdul Rah-
man al-Kawakebi of Aleppo, Syria. Although a contemporary and a dis-
ciple of Afghani, Kawakebi branched out on his own by differentiating
between the Arab movement and the general Pan-Islamic movement, He

had derived the distinction between the Arab and the non-Arab Muslim
peoples

from the lessons of history, that is to say from the part played
by Arabs in the rise . . . of Islam, from the intimate connexion
between the Arab genius and the spirit of Islam, and from the
special place to which the Arabs were entitled in the fortunes
of Islam by their language and their descent. So that, while
fully upholding the doctrine of the unity of Islam

and subscribing to Afghani’s campaign for the regeneration of Islam, he
advocated the transfer of the caliphate to an Arab of the Quraysh tribe,
with Mecca as the capital !

The second phase reflects the reformist tendencies, which had been
mounting to a crescendo under the impact of the repeated reverses suffered
by the Ottomans in the Balkans and the eastern Mediterranean. The Arab
populations of the Empire were dismayed at the failure of the central
authorities to ward off European encroachments on Arab territories. The
Italian seizure of Tripolitania in 1912 was the spark which ignited the
powder keg of Arab disaffection.

The third phase was the Arab answer to the Turkish nationalist move-
ment, which was beginning to assert itself under the banner of Pan-Turan-
ianism. Cleaﬂy, the Young Turks who preached this racial creed were
guilty of inconsistent thinking. For

Turanianism, with its ideal of exalting the Turkish nationality
and stressing the affinity of the Turks in the Ottoman Empire
with their racial brothers in central Asia, was the negation of
the doctrine of Ottomanism, which aimed at uniting the different
races of the empire into one nation on a basis of equality for all.2

The policy of Turkification naturally alarmed the Arabs and drove them
to active opposition, both open and subterranean.

The principal demand was still decentralization so that the Arabs
could pursue their own cultural and political development unhindered.
The Arabic language occupied the chief place in the Turco-Arab con-
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Arab Nationali_sm and Islamism

Like other religions, Islam is not a generic essence, but a nominal
entity that conjoins, by means of a name, a variety of societies,
cultures, histories and polities. Some hagiolatrous (or worse)
varieties of Islam in India, for instance, are no closer to Islam “in
essence” than certain contemporary African messianic prophetisms
are to Christianity, though the “Hinduism” of the former does not,
except in specific fundamentalist moments, alter its title to Islamism.
If religion is a determinate concept denoting the elaboration of
belief, practice, society, polity and the world in general by means of
the opposition between the sacred and the profane, a particular
religion, as a generic phenomenon, adds virtually nothing to this
save a name and a number of associated classificatory tokens (basic
dogmas and fundamental devotions and, above all, specific textual
and other genealogies). The determinate existence of a religion is
always historical, the specific production and circulation of what has
been termed les biens religieux' in a specific social location by and
for specific groups involved in the social and political dialectic, A
religion is always produced and reproduced according to the
exigencies of society and polity, though this is almost invariably
undertaken in terms of a fundamentalist motif, a myth of origin
claiming a particular textual genealogy.

This marriage of fundamental heterogeneity and fundamentalist
homogenization, and the claims of the latter to primacy, is the first
cautionary point 1 wish to make before the connections of Islamism
and Arab nationalism are explored. Given the assumption that there
is little that is generically Islamic about Islam, the relation between
contemporary Islamic movements and ideologies and Arab national-
ism is not one which finds its bearings in a comparative juxta-

60 )

ARAB NATIONALISM AND ISLAMISM

position of Islam and Arab nationalism, which charts their
concordance and discordance or which registers the correspondence
or conflict of identities, as in the standard positions on the matter.?
But this should not imply that there is not something generically
religious about Islam and whatever classifies itself as Islamic, for
these call forth immediately and valorize the vast repertoire of
tokens and images that have been associated with that constellation
of specific cadences of the relation between the sacred and the
profane that history and collective memory have registered as
Islamic. The positive connection between Islam and Arab national-
ism takes place, in terms of the first, on the domain of sacralization,
and in terms of the second, on that of Arabization. They relate, not
as pre-existent sui gemeris entities, but as they are separately or
jointly generated in terms of antecedent (and ever-changing)
ideological, sociological, political and cultural locations.

Like things sacred, nations and their ideological components are
constantly fashioned and refashioned. They do not belong to the
realm of nature, and are no more the results of a seminal continuity
and fixity than religious communities, but are rather delimited as
political units by nationalist movements, and thus can not be said to
antedate them except in the fantastic genealogies of nationalism.?
That nationalism, including Arab nationalism, is not generically
coterminous with the existence of the Arabs is the second cautionary
point I wish to make; whereas Lebanese Nasserism and that of the
Syrians, for instance, share the same political language, their socio-
political and cultural import is utterly distinct, as distinct perhaps as
the Baathism of Tripoli and of South Lebanon, or as Beirut
Nasserism of 1975 and 1984, especially with a view to relation with
Islamism.

This seemingly enigmatic situation is indicated in order to
underline two matters of relevance to the relation between Islamism
and Arab nationalism. Chief among these is that nationalism, like
Islam, is sociologically indeterminate,* in the sense that the politico-
cultural unity it espouses, and the politico-cultural unification whose
agency it is, are not ones which can be exclusively apportioned to a
particular class or coalition of classes, not even the “middle class”.
Put in another way, this indicates that the different parties to the
social and political dialectic (classes or political groups of a more
various bearing, as would be more appropriate, in the case of Arab
and other Third World nationalisms) can be said to constitute
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ISLAM AND THE THEORY OF
ARAB NATIONALISM

by SYLVIA G. HAIM

IT 1s OFTEN argued that Islam and nationalism, being systems
different in origin and inspiration, are contradictory almost by
definition, and that no useful purpose can be served in discussing
them in connection with each other. In this essay I will, however,
try to examine Islam and Arab nationalism as systems of belief,
and to discover the point of contact between them, and whether a
reconciliation between the two creeds is possible or not.* It will be
necessary to study the literature of the Arab nationalist movement,
to trace any Islamic elements that it may contain, and to endeavour
to relate these elements to the traditional system of Islamic belief.
Such a study will involve the discussion of the changes that have
come over certain terms, Islamic in origin and character, as a result
of the infiltration of Western ideas into Arabic thought.

Nationalist doctrines in Europe have usually encouraged xeno-
phobia, an exaggerated pride in race and language, and a desire to
seek inspiration in a pre-Christian past; Eastern nationalisms
naturally followed suit in these as in other, perhaps less aggressive,
tendencies of nationalism, since it was from Europe that nationalist
theories were learnt in modern times. The literature of Arab national-
ism does not lack illustrations of these tendencies. To take an ex-
ample, Sami Shawkat, a Director General of Education in Iraq in
the 1930’s, spoke as follows to the teachers of private and foreign
schools in Baghdad in 1939:

‘We have up to now neglected a most vital aspect of our glerious
history; we have made it start at the prophetic message, and this is

1 See also ‘Islam and Arab Nationalism’, in Die Welt des Islams (New Series),
Vol. I, p. 201.

a period of less than fourteen centuries. In reality, however, the
history of our illustrious Arab nation extends over thousands of
years, and goes back to the time when the peoples of Europe lived
in forests and over marshes, in caves and in the interstices of the
rock; at that time our own ancestors used to set up banks, sculpt
statues, and lay down canons and codes of law; they invented then
the first principles of medicine, geometry, astronomy, the alphabet,
and the numerals. On the stele of Hammurabi in the Louvre, we
find inscribed the basic law given by one of our ancestors, Ham-
murabi; one of its clauses concerns the legal punishment of an eye
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth; this took place before the Torah,

the Gospels, or the Qur’dn, In the same way we find that everything
makes us lift our heads hlgh when we consider the histories of the
Semitic empires formed in the Fertile Crescent—the Chaldean, the
Assyrian, the African, the Pharaonic, or the Carthaginian; all these
things must persuade us that the civilization of the world at the
present time is based on foundations laid by our ancestors. These
empires and their dependencies are all our property; they are of us
and for us; we have the right to glory in them and to honour their
exploits, just as we have the right to cherish and exalt the glories of
Nabuchadnezzar, Hammurabi, Sargon, Rameses, Tutankhamen, in
the same way that we glory and take pride in ‘Abd ar-Rahman ad-
Dakhil, ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwdn, Harin ar-Rashid, and al-
Ma’miin.’?

Sami Shawkat went on to say that this pride in the Arab past had
to be systematlcally inculcated: ‘No other history’, he ended his
address by saying, ‘is to be taught in an attractive and sympathetic
manner except the history of the Arab nation (a/-umma al-‘arabiyya),
and when I say the Arab nation, I mean the history of all the Semitic
waves.”® A more detailed exposition of his views on the role of the

2 Sami Shawkat, Hadhihi ahddfuna, man Gmana biha fa huwa minna (Baghdad,
1939), p. 11. See also Muhammad Jamil Baiham, ‘Al-‘Arab qabl al-Islam wa
ba‘duhu fi Filastin®, in A/-‘Irfan (Sidon, 1952), pp. 440-1. The author there
maintains that the Arab nationality (gaumiyya) and language precede Islam
in Syria.

3 Shawkat, p. 14. Sami Shawkat is not the only one to make the Arabs the
ancestors of all known civilizations in the Middle East; ‘Ali Nasir ad-Din, an
ideologue of Arab nationalism, does the same, and aﬂirms that what are com-
monly called peoples (shu‘ub), such as the Assyrians or the Chaldeans, are Arab
tribes and not nations or peoples. He considers that Islam, although 1mponant
as an event because of the expansion it made possible, is but an accident in the
larger and older being of Arabism. See his Qadiyyar al-*Arab (Beirut, 1946), pp.
30 n. 1, 55 n. 2, 57 n., 104 ff. Edmond Rabbath, a Syrian Christian, at one time
Dcputy in the Syrian Parhament elaborates the same point of view with greater
precision and a show of scientific method. See his Unité Syrienne et Devenir
Arabe (Paris, 1937).
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Gibt ¢s eine arvabische Frage?

s gibt heute eine und es gab immer eine.  Nur
trat sie verschieden stark hervor. Eine Weltfrage wurde
sie vor 128D Jahren. Eine Welitfrage zu werden ist
thre Zeit nahe. Wie oft siz vor Muliammad cs gewesen.
wissen wir nicht1),

Diese Frage darf nicht zusammengeworfen werden
wit der andern, diec ibr verwandt ist und zugleich in
scharfem Gegensatz zu ihr steht, der Islam-Frage. Bei
der Arabischen Frage handelt es sich um Volksgesellung,
nicht um Glaubensgesellung. So sehr hat freilich der
Islam das Nationale auszuschalten verstanden, dass es
fiir zahlreiche arabische Muslime nicht da ist, dass sie
unter der [Fahne der Religion jeden Augenblick bereit
sind, gegen die andersgliubigen Volksgenossen zu wiiten,
und dass sie das hirteste Joch der Stammfremden tragen,
wenn sie glauben, der Islam fahre gut dabei

Nach der politischen Stellung sind heute drei
Gruppen von Arabern zu unterscheiden:

1. Araber unter arabisch-islamischer Herrschaft,

2. Araber unter nichtarabisch-islamischer Herrschaft,

3. Avaber unter nichtarabisch-nichtislamischer d. h,
frinkisch - christlicher Herrschaft.

Die Gruppe ,Araber unter arabisch-nichtislamischer
Herrschaft® gibt es noch nicht.

.Die Gruppen unter arabisch-islamischer und frin-
kisch-christlicher Herrschaft bleiben hier —unerértert.
Die arabisch-islamischen Reiche sind gering an Zahl.
Nur eines ist bedeutend: Marokko, Das ist endlich
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R. A. Nicholson, Op. Cit., P. 151

Ibn Ishag, Sirat Rasuluilah, tr. A. Guilaume, London, 1955 AD., P. 504.
Muhammad b. Ismail, Al-Jam al-Sahih, Delhi, Kitab al-Sulh and Kitab al-Jizya.
Ibid

Ibid.

Ibid., Katab al-Maghazi.

Muslim, Al-Jami al-Sahih, Cairo, 1955 A.D., Kitab al-Jihad.

Ibid.

Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an. ‘ Q§

George Sale, The Koran Preliminary Discourse, London, P.30
William, Historian’s History of the world, London, 1908 AD., P. 11.

Ibid., P. 113.

D. G. Hogarth, Arabia, Oxford, 1922 AD., P. 20; Bertram Thomas, The Arabs,
London, 1'§37 AD., P. 43 ; Arthur Gilman, The Saracenes, London, 1883 AD., P. 60

Al-Qur’an, 111:3
Ibid., 11: 23- 24.

Ibid., XLI: 41-42,
Tbid., LXIX: 41-43.
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-7 George Anthonius's

Anglo-Arab Discourse
in The Arab Awakening

Geoffrey P Nash

According to Edward Said, The Arab Awakening, The Story of the Arab
National Movement belongs to the category of grand narratives of
emancipatory nationalism. This judgement of George Antonius’s book is not
the usual one however. It has been discussed mainly in terms of its status as
a nodal point within the field of Middle East Studies. Thus Albert Hourani’s
1977 George Antonius Memorial Lecture to St Anthony’s College Oxford
poses the question “how far the book can be regarded as a permanent and
valuable contribution to our knowledge of its subject”, and then goes on to
review the revisions of Antonius’s historical argument made by the likes of
Sylvia Haim, A L Tibawi, Z N Zeine, and C E Dawn. Though Hourani
problematizes Antonius’s mixing of “political advocacy” with “historical
narrative”, it is as an essay in historical analysis that he is primarily
interested in the work !. So a recent reviewer, critical of the influence of
Antonius on the study of Arab nationalism, is more concerned to refute what
he calls the “Antonius paradigm” than to read The Arab Awakening for its
function as a liberationist narrative 2.

A methodology which approaches any piece of historical writing and
analyzes it according to its discourse, attitudes and alignments is itself open
to criticism of the type that “what actually happens” (or happened) in
societies like the Arab ones Antonius writes about, is not conclusively
decided upon by analysis of “what people say and write about them™. It is
the contention of this article, however, that once the terms of its discourse

* Qatar University
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THE ARAB NATIONALISM OF MAKRAMV
‘UBAYD

RALPH M. COURY

Fairfield University, Connecticut

The Arab nationalism of Makram ‘Ubayd, the Coptic Secretary General
of the Wafd from 1927 to 1942, and one of the most important political
figures of modern Egypt, has been widely noted. Virtually every work
on Arab nationalism in Egypt or on Coptic-Muslim relations mentions
‘Ubayd’s Arab nationalism, if only in passing. These works can be
divided into two broad categories. First, there are works, often by Arab
authors, that regard ‘Ubayd as a sincere pioneer of Egyptian Arabism
and as an important example of the fact that not all Copts have been
suspicious of, or hostile to, Arab nationalism. Sa‘ad al-Din Ibrahim’s
praise of ‘Ubayd for his ability to make of Arab unity a complement
to his deep Egyptian patriotism,'or Mustafa al-Fag’s tribute to ‘Ubayd
as one of the few Egyptian politicians who understood the importance
of the Arab area at an early period,® are typical. On the other hand,
there is a second body of works, often by Western writers, thart is
negative, seeing ‘Ubayd’s Arabism as the pandering of a hypocritical
Copt who sought to ingratiate himself with a Muslim audience. In her
classically hostile work towards Arab nationalism, Sylvia Haim speaks
of ‘Ubayd as a Coptic leader who liked to curry favour with Muslims
and who therefore declared that the Egyprians are Arabs.® And B. L.
Carter, writing twenty-five years later, calls ‘Ubayd an ‘unlikely sup-
porter of Arabism who may have adopted ir as a ractic to overcome
the handicap of his Christian background’.*

This article is divided into two parts: {1) a review of the articulated

' Sa*ad al-Din Ibrahim, ‘Makram “Ubayd: al-Misriyya wa-l-“Uriiba’, in Muna
Makram “Ubayd (ed.), Makram ‘Ubayd, 1889-1989: Kalimat wa-Mawagqif (Cairo,
19907, 27-9.

* Mustafd al-Faqi, al-‘Agbat f7 [-Siydsa al-Misriyya: Makram ‘Ubayd wa-Dawrubu ff
I-Huraka al-Wataniyya (Cairo, 1983), 83.

* Sylvia Haim (ed.), Arab Nationalism: An Anthology (Berkeley, Cal., 1964}, 52.

* B. L. Carter, The Copts in Egyptian Politics: 1918~1952 (Cairo, 1986), 108.
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views, published writings, and activities that have contributed to
‘Ubayd’s reputation as an Arab nationalist; (2) a discussion of why
‘Ubayd may have adopted Arabism. Before turning to these matters, a
note about the importance of ‘Ubayd, and hence the importance of
determining the cause and nature of his Arabism, may be relevant. To
say simply that ‘Ubayd was Secretary General of the Wafd says very
little. He was Mustafd al-Nahhas’s right-hand man, and some have
argued that ‘Ubayd, and not al-Nahhis, exercised control over the
party. Whatever scholars’ ultimate evaluation of ‘Ubayd’s carcer and
talents may be, virtually no contemporary or later observers have failed
to comment upon his extraordinary intelligence, wit, eloquence, energy,
and organizarional and administrative abilities. A brilliant polirical
tactician who could move among the political élite with consummate
skill, he was nevertheless a truly populist leader, with strong links to
the press, the labour movement, and to the youth and other cadres of
the Wafd party. The nicknames given to him—-*Ibn Sa‘ad’ (the Son of
Sa‘ad) and *al-Mujihid al-Kabir’ (the Great Struggler)—did not emerge
from a vacuum. At the same time, ‘Ubayd was a Copt, but a Copt who
was in no way a token and who was so influential and so well integrated
as to be able to transcend virrually all identity as a leader of a particular
religious community.” Having made these observations on ‘Ubayd’s
importance, I now turn to the heart of my remarks.

I. THE FOUNDATION OF ‘UBAYD’S REPUTATION AS
AN ARAB NATIONALIST

“‘Ubayd’s first espousal of Arab nationalism seems to have come in the
summer of 1931, during a visit to Palestine, Syria, and Lebanon.® In
speeches in all of these countries he spoke explicitly and clearly of Arab
identity, of the bonds that linked the Arab peoples in the past and
present, and of the hopes for an Arab future. He based Arab unity on
linguistic, emotional, and spiritual ties, but also on a common struggle
against imperialism. He called, specifically, for a future economic union

5 This summary of ‘Ubayd’s importance draws, in particular, upon al-Faqi, op. cit,;
Makram ‘Ubayd, op. cit.; Carter, op. cit.; Janice Terry, The Wafd 1919~1952 (Beirur,
1982); and Tariq al-Bishri, Al-Muslimiin wa-I-Agbat i Itar al-Jamd‘at al-Wataniyya
(Cairo, 1984).

¢ This trip is treared in a number of sources to which 1 refer in the course of this
article, and more particularly in Thomas Mayer, Egypt und the Palestine Question,
1936—1945 (Berlin, 1983), 22-32; Muhammad ‘Al Tahir, Nazarat al-Shiira (Cairo, 1932),
131-4; Anis Sayigh, Al-Fikra al-‘Arabiyva T Misr (Beirut, 1959), 34-6; and Makram
‘Ubayd, op. cit., passim.




CHAPTER SEVEN

‘[Arab Nationalism and the
Idealist Politician:
The Career of
Sulayman al-Baruni

J. E. PETERSON

The career of the Tripolitanian resistance leader and Ibadi author,
Sulayman al-Baruni {1870-1940), took place during a critical
period in the evolutionary process of modern political thought in
the Arab world. Al-Baruni was raised in a traditional and heavily
religious atmosphere, yet during his lifetime he displayed a strong
commitment to secular politics and acquired military experience
as a guerrilla commander in Tripolitania against the Italians. The
combination of religious upbringing with involvement in politi-
cal and military affairs may seem paradoxical at first glance, but
this ambiguous role formation was a logical result of the intel-
lectual and political climate prevailing in the Arab world during
the carly part of the twentieth century. At that time, Arab
response to the direct challenge of European culture and politics
had not yet been clearly articulated.

That the reaction of Middle Eastern society in the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries to modern European encroachment
was frequently in terms of a pan-Islamic ideology is not surpris-
ing. The subsequent development of an indigenous secular Arab
nationalism over the twentieth century follows rather directly

124
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from the example of secular nationalism (based on linguistic,
ethnic or similar foundations) in Europe. Nevertheless, between
the pan-Islamist antecedents and the secular, ethnically oriented
nationalism of the present era lay a transitional phase incorpo-
rating ideological elements from both.

[In the nineteenth century] the distinction between religion
and nationhood was somewhat blurred: in any case, for the
broad masses nationalism and Islam were indistinguishable.
The secret of Islam’s hold on the political realm ... lay
precisely in its capacity to see the sacred and the profane
interchangeably, in terms of the same scale of values.!

Early resistance to European penetration of Islamic territory
was led by religious figures turned military commanders. Three
such individuals who waged unsuccessful campaigns against the
invaders in the first half of the nineteenth century were Ahmad
Brilwi {fighting against the Sikhs and British influence in north-
ern India); Imam Shamil (fighting against the Russians in Dag-
histan); and ‘Abd al-Qadr (fighting against the French in Algeria).2
Later, expressions of pan-Islamist response relied increasingly on
secular notions of nationalism without, however, giving up the
underlying idea that opposition to existing regimes could be
legitimated by appeals to Islam. The mid-nineteenth century
variety of pan-Islamism espoused by the Young Ottomans re-
garded the Ottoman Empire as the primary political unit, thus
linking nationalist aims to a geographical territory rather than
totally relying on the amorphous concept of dar al-Islam. Over
the following century, the goals of pan-Islamism and pan-
Arabism became increasingly incompatible without, however,
becoming completely severed.

The development of a clearly observable ‘schism between
pan-Islamism and pan-Arabism occurred first in the Arab East.
Before the First World War, most Muslim intellectuals and

1. Hisham Sharabi, Arab Intellectuals and the West: The Formative
Years, 1875-1914 (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1970}, pp.
106-107.

2. These examples are drawn from Bernard Lewis, The Middle East
and the West {New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1964}, pp. 99-100.
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The Decline of the Ottoman Empire

o , y , and the Emergence of Greek,
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Armenian, Turkish,
York Zooz s, jo-5y | and Arab Nationalisms

Fatma Miige Gbge}<

In the late nineteenth century, a Muslim army physician commented on
how the attempts to salvage the empire led ironically to its demise by
generating disparate identities, including his own Turkish one. He
stated:! ’

We saw that a Circassian club had opened in our neighborhood: Then
an Albanian association was formed. Soon after, an Arab philanthropic
society appeared! . . . Circassians wanted their freedom, as did the
Albanians. The members of all these clubs were graduates of our own
schools. . . . Hence the Bulgarian . . . Albanian . . . Arab independence
moverments were all manned by those reared and educated in our coun-
try, our schools . . . I am dying for the Turkish cause, but I am carry-
ing this cause like a secret bowl in me. I do not teli about it to anyone.
For I know that if we do that, our action will legitimate the explication
of the inner thoughts of the others. And that would mean the frag-
mentation, the extinction of the empire.

In spite of the precautions of the physician, the ensuing polarization gen-
erated Greek, Armenian, Turkish, and Arab® nationalisms. This chapter
focuses on the emergence of these nationalisms through time and in
comparison to one another. It argues that structures, visions, and orga-
nizations interact to construct nationalisms. Specifically, political struc-
tures combine with visions of history within the context of specific orga-
nizations to produce Greek, Armenian, Turkish, and Arab nationalisms.
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4 The Historical

Background of
Arab Nationalism

Social change! in the Middle East may be explained in terms of
acculturation theory, to the extent that the archaic-chiliastic and
secular-nationalist variants of the literary and political renaissance
which took place in the Arab provinces of the Ottoman Empire in
the early nineteenth century were generated by forces from outside
the area. However, this theory cannot be particularly fruitful if it
implies a Euro-centric approach. Thus Behrendt devalues his
otherwise useful explanation by claiming, as a European, that the
‘underdeveloped nations’ imitate all the achievements of Europe in a
negative fashion? from a position of psychological weakness. von
Grunebaum’s more sophisticated attempts to interpret
Westernisation in the Islamic world are equally questionable. He
sees it as a process which can only be understood in psychological
terms: in other words ‘cultural change’ is seen in terms of psycho-
logically-based American cultural anthropology.?

" In this attempt to trace the historical roots of Arab nationalism in
the early nineteenth century, acculturation theory will be utilised
where it seems to be relevant. It is clear that Arab nationalism and the
movements which preceded it have largely developed under the
influence of Europe. However, such an approach cannot by itself
lead to a real understanding of the phenomenon. Here Walther
Braune says aptly that ‘to declare that its [sc. Arab Nationalism’s]
origins can be traced back to European influences is the equivalent
of carrying dates to Basra. Naturally, in this and almost every other
way in modern times, the Arab Orient has been influenced by
Western history. But foreign influences can only take effect when
conditions for their reception and subsequent transformation exist.* It
is therefore necessary to describe the social structure of the Ottoman
Empire at this time, and also the social changes that took place in

Y



};f;l_; attempts had been made in the last half century to hasten the process of unificatjop: the Arab
Revolt in 1916, the pan-Arab congresses in the 1930's, schemes proposed by the ryjers of Iraq
- and Jordan in the 1940's, the formation of the League of Arab States in 1944, and the union
"’{i:;'{ﬂbetween Egypt and Syria in 195 . Of these efforts only the organization of the Leagye proved
" most enduring. This poses the question whether political union under present circumstances ig
_ feasible in a form other than the League's. At the same time one may speculate over the
S desirability of less controversial approaches, non-political in character but which may bring
~ " about political union ag the crowning achievement,

measure up to the obligations attending the achievement of unity; not the least important of
these is the readiness of Arab leaders and intrans; gent pressure groups to yield sovereign power
to a central Arab government,

These relate to the pattern of Arab nationalism's evolution, the impetus of the West, entrenched
separatism, the rivalry of Islamism, the need for a flexible conceptual understanding and for a
greater utilization of the League's potential,

Pattern of Evolution

invokers motivated by similar considerations. Accordingly it reflected the views of its
articulators, mostly the Christian intellectuals of Lebanon. Budding nationalists in Egypt, Iraq,
and Syria had different ideas concerning the aims of nationalism. There were basic differences
imong nationalists from the very beginning.

D OTTOMANS: a
CAESAR E. FARAH, ARABS AN NS: &
CHECKERED RELATIONSHIP, ISTANBUL 2002. ss.7(15. 72l
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a fev.v hairs of his beard and the maintenance of the holy places, are not
considered by the Moslem ulema to be a strong reason. Besides ,it is not
easy to believe the story about the mantle of the Prophet or th;: hairs of
his beard.

Tht? difficulty in the question of the khalifate is not limited to the
question of his being a Koreishi or not, but the most difficult problem as
far as we know is confined to the agreement of all the Mohammedans in
the choice of the right man, who could be entrusted to take over the
responsibility of this most dignified post, when the
a khalifa is brought under discussion.

It is not very easy to unite the various ambitions which disagree with
fgach other. If one begins to consider these difficulties he is bound to falt
into despair. In the presence of all these difficulties, if a man could be
found who is well known and highly respected and honoured by Moham-
medans, who could claim special qualifications and capacity, these
difficuities may be surmounted, ’

A glance at the history of the khalifate since its existence up till the
present time is sufficient to prove that this matter stands in importance
far above any other question in the eyes of the Mohammedans, It is not
a general question which is definitely explained by religion, nor is it a
question of worship connected between man and his Creator. It is simply
a worldly question which has been most intimately connected with the

Mo.hammcdzm faith. Such questions have always given rise to great and
serious disagreement and ambitions. I sincerely hope that the Moslems
will be able, in the face of all these difficulties, to wake up and consider
their interests first when the time comes for them to decide for themselve;

Please accept my heartiest respects, .

question of choosing

(51.) Mohd. Mustafa
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Pan-Arabism and British Policy

In the years following the first world war, pan-Arabism was the only
political doctrine to make headway and to exert a powerful appeal
in the Arabic-speaking lands. The nature of the war settlement itself
and the political power which some of the leading votaries of this
doctrine acquired in consequence of the settlement contributed alike
to such a result. The situation developed suddenly, with revolu-
tionary abruptness. Men who before the destruction of the Ottoman
empire were quite obscure, emerged all at once after 1919, not only
to preach a doctrine which got the Arab east into its grip, but actually
to exercise political power in one of the former provinces of the
empire. In 1914 such a state of affairs was impossible to imagine. It is
true that there were then murmurings in Beirut, and that Syrian
émigrés in Cairo were demanding a decrease in meddling from
Istanbul and the enlargement of local initiative. But these grievances
were local and specific; they related to the quality of government
services or to the proper scope of local administration; and those who
sought redress for such grievances were mostly men well known in
their communities, able perhaps to conduct a sober constitutional
opposition but not to entertain grandiose, limitless ambitions. How
they would have fared under imperial rule, where their opposition
would have taken them, how the Arabic-speaking provinces would
have developed under their leadership, it is now impossible to say.
The war made Britain and the Ottoman empire enemies; Britain
fomented a revolt in the Hijaz against the Ottomans, and to this
revolt gravitated a number of disaffected Ottoman officers who, when
the war ended with the triumph of their patron, claimed the leader-
ship of the Arab movement and were eventually enabled, by devious
and complicated means, to obtain political control of Mesopotamia,
where they set up government as the kingdom of Iraq.

The new leaders thrown up by the war were pan-Arab by nature,

213




Hamdacd Tslamicos , vol: KX | pot4 (199%) Karach), 5. L9~ 60

0.4t

The Rise of Pan-Arab N atlonallsm
in Egypt (1980-40)

Dr. Dennis Walker

35 Rosamond St. Balaclava, Melbourne, 3183, Australia

I
Eastern or Pan-Muslim Wide Community?

We traced in Hamdard Islamicus* drives by
leaders and writers in the watani independence
movement of Mustafa Kamil under British colonial
rule to develop solidarity with various non-Muslim
African or Asian populations in conflict with
Westerners. India offered Egyptian nationalists a
substantial independence movement, led by the Indian
National Congress since 1885, that reiterated the

principle that Hmdu Muslim, Sikh and Christian

Indians were becoming one political nation.! The
Japanese could defeat the Westerners, but for the
Kamilists at least, consolidation of relationship with
the Japanese required that they accept Islam. The
Kamilists projected special triumphalist affinity with
the Muslim minorities in India and China that
alienated Coptic readers.

Interest in the past cultures and current ideologies
and struggles of non-Muslim Chinese,? Japanese,
Indians and Negroes® mounted ameng Egyptian
intellectuals in the 1930s and 1940s as they repudiated
a West that had enslaved, slaughtered and exiled
Muslims and colored peoples. But the pre-1914
Kamilist pattern reasserts itself: a sizeable section of
acculturated intellectuals in the event could only
sustain transcontinental identification with Muslim
populations in such “Eastern” countries.

Easternism in the 1930s and 1940s had two main
types. The more widespread was ideological pan-
Easternism: this repudiated or relativised modern
secularoid-postitivist Western civilization by exalting
the “spiritual” religions or religio-philosophical thought,
high cultures and achievements o.f (often non-Muslim)

*For the first part of this serial see Hamdard Islamicus,
vol. XIX, 1996, No. 4, pp. 67-90.

49

Asian and African peoples. Western pan-Easternism,
to contain such critiques of the West, championed
totalist adoption of Western patterns and ideology as
the means to achieve sovereignty from the Western
powers (Turkey, Japan). The Coptic secularist Salamah
Musa and some Muslim Egyptian contributors to his
magazine al-Majallat al-Jadidah had to perform
acrobatics in the 1930s and 1940s: they made Gandhi
as much the Westernizing enemy of Hindu
traditionalism as of the British, a brown Ataturk.!
A sectionally Islam-promoting ideological pan-
Easternism — one, however, that validated openness
to aspects of the West — was elaborated in Ahmad
Hasan al-Zayyat's literary-intellectual weekly al-
Risalah (1933-1953). The Eastern identification of al-
Zayyat and his colleagues did offer openings for radical
critiques of the secularist-ameliorist foundations of the
“materialist” West. However, their Easternism also

functioned as a diluting, detotalizing appendage to Arab |

and Muslim community. An instance was al-Zayyat’s
1935 indictment of the Westernizing reforms imposed
by Mustafa Kemal, titled “To Where are the Turks
Being Driven?” In it, he voiced great fury at the
Ataturkist regime’s separation of Islam from the State,
abolition of Islamic holidays and its drive to cut, the
peasantry and — more dangerous — the youth it was
educating, off from “the guidance of Islam”. For this
Egyptian Arabo-Islamist in 1935, the heavily Arabic
common Islamic civilization and high cultures that the
Ottomans maintained, and the joint Islamic political
community that Arabs and Turks had shared for
centuries, were the main stakes that Ataturkism
threatened. :

But a looser, wider community was under
Ataturkist attack as well: “the East”. Al-Zayyat defined
the entity that the Turks had been forced to repudiate
in terms of a range of pagan or non-Muslim ancient
civilizations as well as revealed Judaism-Christianity-
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Haykal Arabic language, in English in secondary schools”; in

Haykal’'s activity as a frequent Minister of
Education in the 1930s and 1940s instances the
compensative linguistic nationalism drive of multi-
lingualized older intellectuals. They had faced
deculturation under the British and now in the pan-
Arab era pursued compensating Arabizing drives that
had costs for their Westernist enterprises. ‘

In his 1951 memoirs, Haykal presented himself
as, while Minister, the Europeanizing-educated nativist
who labored to reverse the pre-1922 deculturizing
colonial education that had produced him and other
bicultured intellectual leaders. The nationalist
assumption motivating Haykal, when Minister, was
that “language is among the preconditions for a nation
to have life”. Haykal’s 1951 memoirs presented his
drive to strengthen Arabic in the schools in 1941 as a
continuation of a sort of revolt by his generation of
secular-educated professionals to define the self by
literary classical Arabic, in the face of the foreign
languages in which British colonial rule immersed
them. When editor of al-Siy@sah (founded in 1922), he
had recruited graduates of higher colleges/faculties
(kulliyyat) of (Europe-derived, secular) law of commerce
to help him “renew” Egyptian journalism: they proved
unable to write up even short news items in acceptable
Arabic prose. Promotion of Arabic in the government
schools by post-1922 Egyptian governments contracted
such linguistic alienation. However, the failure of the
latest generation of Egyptian children and adolescents
to master standard Arabic, for Haykal, denied meaning
to Egypt’s political independence. Egyptian pupils had
to be conscious of their “responsibility”:; under Britain’s
colonial rule “we used to study all subjects, except the

contrast, the new generation of students in Egyptian
government schools “studied all subjects except the
foreign languages in Arabic”, “the government is their
government”, If the students mastered standard Arabic
they would “raise up their homeland”.! Haykal believed
that no ordinary child could learn two radically
different languages before he was nine or ten years
old. In line with pressure from zealot Arabist officials
in his Ministry, he cut the residual teaching of English
in the government primary schools. This drew attacks
from the English-language Egyptian Gazette — Haykal

believed the British Embassy inspired it — that:

“fanaticism” and “xenophobia” had motivated him. His

- response quickly generalized out from Britishers and

Egyptians in Cairo in 1941 to Europeans in general as
enslavers and economic exploiters of “the Muslims”
and “the children of the East” since generations: when
the Muslims/Easterners tried to throw off their yoke
or compete for the wealth and resources of their own
land the Europeans defeated them with “fanaticism”
and “xenophobia”.? :

Emotions of cultural and national identity might :

motivate Haykal to impose classical Arabic at the
expense of Egypt’s modernization. Yet he objected to
unretrained graduates of Islamic institutions as
teachers of Arabic: he wanted to synthesize restored

classical Arabic with implantation in Arabic of Europe-
originated literary forms and eoncepts. Now, though, .

the drive to make classical Arabic pervade life
circumsribed Western elements. He wanted new
courses to teach classical Arabic through which
Egyptian pupils would grasp the universal “concepts”
(ma‘@ni) also used by contemporary Westerners, but
without “the words of actual expressions being

*For the earlier portions of this series see Hamdard Islamicus, vol. XIX, No. 3, 1996; vol. XX, No. 1, 1997.
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8 Pan-Arab Nationalism
versus Pan-Islamism:

The Role of Islam
in al-Husri’s Writings

(a) Preliminary Remarks

In the course of a long life (1882—1968) al-Husri was able to ensure
that his ideas gained maximum publicity. He published frequently,
and also managed to spread his theories in the course of his
employment as an educationalist in various Arab countries. The
application of his general theory to the specific conditions of the
Arab world appeared in the form of painstaking historical works on
the genesis of the Arab national movement, as well as in po!emtcs
and controversies with representatives of other political currents in
the Arab Middle East.

The general framework of the Arab national movement has
already been described. Accordingly, this section will concentrate on
al-Husri’s exposition of the phenomenon, and on his discussions
and disagreements with other Arab nationalists, notably the Pan-
Islamists, the Egyptian nationalists, and the Syrian Social
Nationalist Party.

al-Husri’s systematnc account of the history of the Arab countrles
under Ottoman rule! is a classic of its kind. He gives a detailed
description of the way in which the Arab lands became a part of the
Empire? and an account of the general stagnation into which the
Arab world fell under Ottoman rule,? as a result of characteristics
inherent in the social structure of the Empire. According to al-Husri,
the wave of modernisation during the Tanzimat period* particularly
affected the Arab countries, because the modernisation of social
institutions was accompanied by a more rigorous political central-
isation, which included a more systematic and hence more effective

612 772
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Background and Changes

Syrian populace. Both adopt a posture of militant anti-Zionism and implicitly
challenge the legitimacy of existing governments. Both reduce the pressure of
domestic issues by directing popular emotions outward.

Both ideologies have radical and moderate forms, and their radical versions
foresee the complete elimination of boundaries and the incorporation of all
parts of the Syrian or Arab homeland into a single state. In each case, the
radical vision predominated in early years and was transformed by dint of long
failure into something less ambitious and more practical. Their moderate ver-
sions foresee close relations between states but not total absorption.

Whereas pure Pan-Syrian nationalism is almost exclusively the possession
of non-Sunni Arab minorities, pragmatic Pan-Syrianism appeals mostly to
Sunnis, who see it as a more feasible alternative to Arab nationalism. If the
minorities consider Pan-Syrianism an end in itself, Sunni Arabs tend to see it as
a more practical version of Pan-Arabism. They choose not to fight Pan-
Arabism but to cooperate with it. That Hashimi leaders advocated this
approach is hardly surprising, given the family’s attachments outside Syria—
its origins in the Hijaz, Husayn’s dream of becoming caliph, and the uprising
which aspired to control Iraq as well as Syria.

Prince Faysal, leader of the Arab Revolt and briefly king of Syria, saw a
close connection between Syrian and Arab nationalism; indeed, he used the
two concepts almost interchangeably. He argued in May 1919 that Syria had a
right to autonomy: “Although the Arabs are one nation [ummal—and all of us
know that the Arab provinces are one land [bilad wahida] in terms of history,
geography, and national ties—Iraq is an independent country [bilad musta-
gilla), unrelated to Syria, just as Syria has no relation to all the other Arab
countries [al-bilad al-‘Arabiya).” 193 Symptomatic of the confusion in Faysal’s
mind about these terms was a speech he gave in March 1920, in the course of
which he referred to “the Syrian Arab nation,” “the Arab countries,” “the
Arab nation,” “the district of Syria,” “the Syrian nation,” and “the Syrian
region.” 104 Soon after, he talked of both a “Syrian Arab bloc” and “the Arab
world.” 105

Faysal’s brother “Abdallah became the major exponent of pragmatic Pan-
Syrian nationalism. Although lacking Sa‘ada’s intellectual ambitions, “Abdallah
did construct a coherent argument which he elaborated over many years. In
addition to the speeches, declarations, and other channels available to him as
ruler, he wrote two memoirs, compiled a documentary record, and even con-
tributed to Transjordanian newspapers under a pseudonym.

‘Abdallah saw no contradiction between Greater Syria and the Arab
nation; to the contrary, as he tirelessly explained during three decades of
residence in Transjordan, he believed the unification of Syria to be the first,
most critical step toward the achievement of Arab unity. Greater Syria was the
cornerstone of Arab unity, the feasible first step and the polity that he could
dominate. Greater Syria——rather than the Fertile Crescent or some larger Arab
entity—attracted ‘Abdallah’s attention because it was the smallest national
unit and therefore the most realistic one he could aspire to rule. He regarded
Syria as the heart of Arabism, the region whose unity had to be established

» o

before more ambitious schemes could be implemented. “Abdallah did not con-
sider Greater Syria a replacement for the Arab nation but, like Egypt, one of
the components that made it up. His prime minister, Tawfiq Abu’l-Huda,
explained that, once unified, Greater Syria “would participate in whatever the
Arabs would agree upon as far as their union is concerned.”196 “Abdallah
accepted Pan-Arabism, cnvisioning a unified Syria that would take up “its
ideal place alongside a general Pan-Arab union.”197

Abdallah held Greater Syria as the key to modern Arab history. He inter-
preted its establishment as “the goal of the Arab Revolt”!9% and saw the
decision of the General Syrian Congress of 1920 in the same light: “It obli-
gated the Arabs to work for their genuine good and glory to strive for the
union of the Syrian lands [ad-diyar ash-Shamiya] and the union of Syria and
Iraq in the Fertile Crescent.” 199 Syria was the primary objective of “Abdallah’s
1921 military campaign and remained his chief concern thirty years later.
‘Abdallah argued in 1943 that “there will be no presence for the Arabs so long
as Greater Syria remains torn apart. When it is united, the Arabs will be
united.” 110 Toward the end of his life, an embittered ‘Abdallah declared: “We,
the Hashimis, left the Hijaz for the sake of Syria and Palestine and lost it to a
barbarous Arab people.” 1t The creation of a Greater Syrian state looked back
to the revolt and forward to Arab unity.

This vision persuaded somc Jordanians. For example, the prominent
Jordanian politician Zayd ar-Rifa’i recalls how he saw Arab unity in the late
1940s: “When [ was a student at the university [in Cairo], I imagined that
Arab unity had to be achieved gradually by means of four entities, not a single
entity. The first entity was a union of natural Syria, for nothing distinguishes
the Jordanian from the Palestinian, nor from the Syrian or the Lebanese or
even the Iragi.” 12 (He saw the other three entities as being Egypt, the Arabian
peninsula, and the Maghrib.)

Pan-Syrianism versus Pan-Arabism
Differing Views of the Arab

Just as Pan-Syrianists differ on Pan-Arabism, Pan-Arabists are divided in their
views of Pan-Syrianism. For some Pan-Arabists, the two cannot be reconciled;
for -others they complement each other. The more narrowly a Pan-Arabist
defines the Arab, the more sympathetic he is to Pan-Syrianism; and the wider
his interpretation, the more opposed he is. The definition of an Arab, in turn,
largely depends on religious identity, Jocale, and era. Belonging to a minor-
ity group, living in the early twentieth century, and residing in Syria make
it likely that a person sees Pan-Syrianism and Pan-Arabism as compatible.
Being a Sunni, living late in the century, and residing outside Syria point the
opposite way.

When Christians launched Pan-Arabism, their definition of Arabs was nar-
row, being restricted to the Arabic spcakers of the Fertile Crescent and Arabia.
As we have seen, the Sunni Muslims adopted the ideology and expanded the
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in English, the subjects of the work can often
read the work themselves, or at least have it
recounted to them by others. The shrinking of
the world into a “global village’ has ended the
immunity of orientalists from the views and
possibly the reactions of the subjects of their
work. I have myself experienced this in writing
on the Bedouin of Saudi Arabia in that T have
been taken to task by members of communities
referred 1o in the study, not necessarily those
central to the account, either for slighting
references or for not mentioning them in more
detail. This makes the writing of such works a
highly sensitive affair and the writer has to
weigh the results of his words quite carefully.
This is reflected in the story Laysat minna (* She
isn't one of us’, pp. 65-80) where a Syrian
woman, not of the élite, who has written a
book in English which seems to show her home
society in a bad light, is shunned by the ladies
of the élite.

The background to these stories is in many
cases a sense of injustice shared by the people
of the sociely vis-d-vis the political or social
conditions under which they live. A young man
in al-Hubb al-haqigi (‘True love’) feels he is
being pushed into marriage by his sister and
ponders on the break up of his relationship
v:/ll}l his English girlfricnd. Tn Mishmish tazah
(* Fresh apricots’) a young newly-released polit-
ical prisoner reflects on the injustices of the
political regime. There is also injustice towards
a widowed second wife by the first wife in
Bugshah 1959 (‘Bundle 1959°), injustice
towards a younger brother in Shakhakhat al-
Zab‘ah (‘The Staling of the female hyena’)
where a young man’s plans to marry are
ridiculed and thwarted by the elder brother
and in ‘al-Hilmat al-Lafifah’ (‘ Sweet dreams’)
the injustice felt by a Syrian man brought up
in Saudi Arabia in the restrictions placed on
his choice of a wife to share his life there, and
again in ‘al-Salhafa’ (‘ The lizard "), the injustice
felt by a mother whose husband seems to have
grown old and unattractive and whose sons
and her daughter-in-law take her very much
for granted. In *Qindil al-balr’ (* The jelly fish”)
an unmarricd woman feels that she is being
gossiped about by other women. She reflects
on the attitude of marriecd women towards
their children: do they really love them or do
they only love the status of motherhood? She
watches young boys on the beach attacking a
stranded jelly fish and they seem to symbolize
society attacking her in her lonely position.

The stories are, however, often optimistic in
tone. The unmarricd woman in * The jelly fish’
has a secret lover, a Christian who is outside
her own society. In * True love’ the young man
is in the end pleasantly surprised by his sister’s
final ghmce of a prospective bride. In ‘The
lizard” the woman finds a way of escaping the
drudgery of her household to watch tclevision
with an impoverished widowed ncighbour
having bought her the television with monC};
saved from the house keeping.

The story 1 enjoyed most was Irs ghali (‘An
expensive wedding ') which recounts the catalogue
of woes of a girl planning her wedding in the
Sheraton Hotel in Damascus. This is seen in the
context of the contemporary vogue in Damascus
among the ¢€lite for fantastic, theatrical wedding
receptions with innovative special effects and
costumes. The catastrophies begin when the

dressmaker’s house burns down with her wedding
dress in it. From that point she abandons herself
to her fate and with great misgivings allows her
brother to orchestrate the wedding. His enthusi-
astic rantings about the shape of the cake and
the mechanics and construction of the bride’s
pallanquin have her envisaging nightmare scenes
of the bride being tipped out of the pallanquin
and taken to hospital with broken bones. In the
end the wedding is a huge success, more fantastic
than any seen before. She wears her grand-
mgther’s wedding dress thus demonstrating her
isalah ‘breeding’, bedecked, however, with all
the gold they can muster. The wedding ceremony
is like a scene from Zenobia’s palace with slave
boys in bejewelled waistcoats and harem trousers
carrying her in to the accompaniment of the
theme music {rom the film ‘Rocky I°. The cake
is an unprecedented innovation of vertical design
in 15 stories and her initial aversion to the whole
procedure is swept away in the extraordinary
enthusiasm and elation of the moment.
_Printing errors are very few. I noticed jm for
Jin (p. 10), zahrat for zahrah (p. 15), tukhayyi-
bah for tukhabbth (presumably; p. 107), fas lor
JT(p. 122), muthallil Tor mithi (p. 97), and hiij
for hawdaj (p. 14). A consistent mechanical
error was that final alif magsiirah in ‘ald often
appeared as a sequence ya or became joined to
the following word. This occurred on pp. 34,
47, 77, 78, 85, 96, 98 and 147. I also noticed
that the first name of the ex-Prime Minister of
Pakistan was rendered Banazir, while the
correct rendering is BE Nazir ‘Incomparable’.
However this may have been deliberate.
This is a beautiful collection of stories which
1, as a non-Arab, found interesting and easy to
read. The subject-matter and the underlying
questions evoked by the tales were thought-
provoking and the work represents a courage-
ous step by an anthropologist both in breaking
new ground in the medium used and in having
the work translated into the language of the
subjects of the stories.

BRUCE INGHAM

GERSHONI, ISRAEL and JAMES JANKOWSKI
(ed.): Rethinking nationalism in the
Arab Middle East. xxvi, 372 pp.
New York: Columbia University
Press, 1997. $49.50 (paper $18.50).

This is an extremely useful and interesting
collection of cssays taking as its theme the
character, political and social functions and
historical role of nationalism in the Arab Middle
East. As its title indicates, the collection aims at
looking anew at various aspects of nationalism
in the Arab world in the light of the new
theorctical approaches which have been
developed largely in relation to other, non-
Middle Eastern, countries and regions. As
Jankowski and Gershoni point out, although in
the Jast two decades there has been an explosion
of new theoretical writing on the topic of
nationalism which has vastly expanded the ana-
Iytical framework within which the topic is
considered, this new scholarship has largely
neglected the Arab world. Similarly work on
modern Arab history has often failed to take full
account of the insights offered by the gencral
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theoretical advances in broader fields. The
volume under review is an attempt to fill this
gap, to provide a work of synthesis in which the
new theoretical analyses arc applicd to the broad
range of Arab nationalisms as they developed
from the period of the Great War onwards.

The book is divided into five parts, each
concerned with a major theme. The first part,
containing essays by Israel Gershoni, Fred
Halliday and Gabricl Piterberg, looks at histori-
ography and the scholarly interpretation of Arab
nationalisms. Gershoni puts forward a compre-
hensive survey of the two successive narrative
approaches prevailing in Western scholarship
about the Arab world, the first in the 1950s and
1960s, the second from the 1970s onwards. He
clcarly shows how the political fortunes of Arab
nationalism impinged on its conceptualization
by academics and calls for greater awarencss by
researchers regarding their own susceptibility to
how contemporary currents can influence their
reading of the past. Halliday provides an analysis
of nationalism in Yemen within the framework
of ‘comparative contingency’, a concept he has
employed elsewhere to analyse Eritrean national-
ism. He defines his aim as being to show not
how a Yemeni ‘nation’ has existed for centuries
or millennia, or how such a pre-existing ‘ nation’
has ‘arisen’ or ‘woken up’ but, rather, how a
set of recent processes, some international, some
within Yemen, have combined to producc a
nationalist movement and discourse and to give
them their particular content. The final essay in
this section is Piterberg’s discussion of the
presence of the Orientalist discourse in non-
Furopean nationalist historiographies, with
modern Egyptian historiography as a case-study.

The second major theme with which the
volume is concerned is that of the modes of
presentation employed by nationalists to por-
tray history in their own image. This seclion
begins with William Cleveland’s reconsidera-
tion of the foundational text for the study of
Arab nationalism, George Antonious’s The
Arab awakening, in terms of recent analyses of
nationalist narrative, imagery and symbolism.
There then follows an account by Reeva Simon
of the cfforts made by the monarchical regime
in Iraq in the inter-war years Lo impose the
idcotogical dominance of a unitary Arab
nationalism over an cthnically diverse Iragi
population, and a discussion by Beth Baron of
the employment by nationalist iconography in
Egypt of the image of the woman to symbolize
the Egyplian nation, and the significance of
this for both nationalism and the position of
women in Egypt.

The third section of the book examines the
coexistence and competition of alternative
understandings of communal identity in the
modern Arab world, and contains a fascinating
study by Donald Reid of carly twentieth-
century Egyptology and the struggles of indi-
genous students of ancient Egypt to find a
place for themsclves in this scholarly ficld, and
a discussion by James Jankowski of the different
national orientations competing in the Egypt
of the 1950s. The book’s fourlh theme is
polycentrism, and cssays by Rashid Khalidi,

Musa Budeiri and Emmanuel Sivan examine
the simultancous presence of various national,
and other, identities in both individuals and
communitics. The final section, containing
contributions from Philip Khoury, James

Gelvin and Zachary Lockman, focuses on the
role played by subaltern groups in the construc-
tion and diffusion of the nationalist discourse.

Each of these cssays stands alone as a study
of a specific facet of nationalism in the Arab
world and each possesses considerable intrinsic
merit. Furthermore the collcction as a whole
demonstrates an unusual degree of thematic
coherence, and displays to full advantage the
rich and varied scholarship currently being
undertaken in this ficld.

STEPHANIE CRONIN

PAUL STARKEY and JANET STARKEY
(ed.): Travellers in Egypt. 319 pp.
London and New York: I. B.
Tauris, 1998. £25.

This interesting and informative selection of
essays began as a long-planned conference
about travellers in Egypt which brought
together some 80 participants at the Oriental
Museum, Durham, in July 1995. The publica-
tion of the book, within three years and to a
high standard of editing, is in itsell a feat
worthy of praise.

The volume approaches the whole question
of the quest of the oriental traveller from many
angles and in many aspcets, and the style is
inviting with not a dull page anywhere. A
number of the contributors break new ground
with the information they provide, the
approach to the topic they adopt and the little
known, sometimes all but unknown, travellers,
both men and women, they bring to our
attention. One section of the book (pp. 120-78)
is devoted entirely to travellers in Egypt who
werc artists, including photographers, and one’s
sole regret herc is that there are no illustrations
to represent their achievements, The curious
will need to consult the footnote references, or
the lavish reproductions in Alastair Hamilton’s,
Europe and the Arab world (1994; revd. BSOAS,
59/1, 1996) where examples of the work of a
few of the artists who feature here are to be
found, along with that of others who receive
littlc or no mention in the book under review.

Early travellers figure littie. They are repres-
ented by Professor Holt’s account and assess-
ment of the travels in Egypt in the Ottoman
age (1615-16) by Pietro Della Valle, and by
Rosemaric Said Zahlan's portrait of the enig-
matic George Baldwin during the latter part of
the century which followed (pp. 24-38). It is
unfortunate that the most importani Western
traveller in Egypt and Arabia at that time,
Carsten Niebuhr (1733-1815), is entirely neg-
lected. If one turns to Den Arabiske Rejse, ed.
Stig T. Rasmussen (Copenhagen, 1992; revd.
BSOAS, 57/3, 1994), 20-38 and 348-66, the
unique contribution made by this traveller and
his expedition’s companions, ill-fated though it
was, is only too obvious.

Egypt and Nubia were (and still arc) a
writers’ and arlists’ oriental drcam country.
Over the archaeologist (who as traveller and
Egyplologist both, is represented  here by
Beizoni, for example, pp. 41-50) searching the
unsealed chambers for the mummy and its
tomb treasures, hover the phantom figures of
opera like Aida and Radames. We have here a
good cross-scction off artists and men of letters,
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PAN-ARABISM AND BRITISH
POLICY

by ELIE KEDOURIE

PAN-ARABISM AND EGYPT

IN THE YEARS following the First World War, pan-Arabism was the
only political doctrine to make headway and to exert a powerful
appeal in the Arab-speaking lands. The nature of the war settlement
itself and the political power which some of its leading votaries
acquired in consequence of this settlement contributed alike to such
a result. The situation developed suddenly, with revolutionary
abruptness. Men who, before the destruction of the Ottoman
Empire, were quite obscure, emerged all at once after 1919, not only
to preach a doctrine which got the Arab East into its grip, but
actually to exercise political power in one of the former provinces of
the Empire. In 1914 such a state of affairs was impossible to imagine.
1t is true that there were then murmurings in Beirut, and that Syrian
émigrés in Cairo were demanding a decrease in meddling from
Constantinople and the enlargement of local initiative. But these
grievances were local and specific; they related to the quality of
government services, or to the financial relations between the centre
and the provinces, or to the proper scope of local administration;
and those who sought redress for such grievances were mostly men
well known in their communities, able perhaps to conduct a sober
constitutional opposition, but not to entertain grandiose, limitless
ambitions. How they would have fared under imperial rule, where
their opposition would have taken them, how the Arab provinces
would have developed under their leadership, it is now impossible to
say. The war made England and the Ottoman Empire enemies;
England fomented a revolt in the Hijaz against the Turks, and to this
revolt gravitated a number of disaffected Ottoman officers who,

101

when the war ended with the triumph of their patron, claimed the
leadership of the Arab movement and were eventually enabled, by
devious and complicated means, to obtain political control of Meso-
potamia, where they set up government as the Kingdom of Iraq.

The new leaders thrown up by the war were pan-Arab by nature.
They came to politics not through consideration of concrete diffi-
culties or the grind of pressing affairs or daily responsibility, but by
way of a doctrire. Their doctrine was compounded of certain Euro-
pean principles which made language and nationality synonymous,
of a faith in sed:tion and violence, and of contempt for moderation.
They believed that the Arabs, because they spoke Arabic, a language
different from Turkish, were ipso facto enti:led to secede from the
Ottoman Empire and to form a state where everybody who spoke
Arabic would be included. They were not ambitious for the com-
munity they knew, or the locality where they were born and reared.
The European doctrine of linguistic nationalism with which they
were imbued, the oecumenical claims of the Arabian Caliphate the
glories of which they aspired to revive, the impetuosity of their
youth, and the insignificance of their origins and their prospects alike
combined to help them nurse ambitions to which only their dreams
could set a bound. As one sympathizer with Arab nationalism, Pro-
fessor Sir Hamilton Gibb, put it: ‘The Arab nation . . . like all other
nations, is not an entity delimited by ethnographical data, nor the
fortuitous result of geographical or historical association, but the
function of an act of will.’*

The will of these young officers willed an Arab nation, and
ethnography, geography, or history were of consequence only as
they offered sustenance to their imagination. When, therefore, the
miraculous circumstances gave them suddenly a country to govern,
it was not gratitude to fate and their patrons that they felt, but rather
that they were cheated of their dream. They had desired an Arab
nation and an Arab state, and they got Iraq, a specific country with
specific frontiers. They denounced the imperialist dismemberment
of the Arab nation, and called the boundaries drawn up at the peace
settlement arbitrary and artificial. This was indeed true, for what
otherwise can boundaries be when they spring up where none had
existed before? These officers, of course, did not think to blame
themselves for having, by their disaffection, helped the Powers they
were now denouncing to defeat the Ottoman Empire, and thus to
erect these hated boundaries. With the establishment of these men
in the government of Iraq, therefore, pan-Arabism itself was en-
dowed with a political base from which to prepare future incursions.

! The Near East: Problems and I;;O}pects, P. W. Ireland, editor (Chicago, 1942),
p. 70.

PAN-ARABISM AND BRITISH POLICY
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a few hairs of his beard and the maintenance of the 1161y places, are not
considered by the Moslem ulema to be a strong reason. Besides, it is not

easy to believe the story about the mantle of the Prophet or the hairs of
his beard. ' o

The difficulty in the question of the khalifate is not limited to the
question of his being a Koreishi or not, but the most difficult problem as
far as we know is confined to the agreement of all the Mohammedans in
the choice of the right man, who could be entrusted to take over the
responsibility of this most dignified post, when the question of choosing
a khalifa is brought under discussion.

It is not very easy to unite the various ambitions which disagree with
each other. If one begins to consider these difficulties he is 'bound to fall
into despair. In the presence of all these difficulties, if a man could be
found who is well known and highly respected and honoured by Moham-
medans, who could claim special qualifications and capacity, these
difficulties may be surmounted.

A glance at the history of the khalifate since its existence up till the
present time is sufficient to prove that this matter stands in importance
far above any other question in the eyes of the Mohammedans. It is not
a general question which isﬁt;eﬁﬁifgl’y‘ eiipla;irféd'“‘tby religion, nor is it a
question of worship connécted between man and his Creator. It is simply
a worldly question which ‘has been most intimately ﬁonnected with the
Mohammedan faith, Such questions have always given rise to great and
serious disagreemeéit and ambitions. I sincerely hgﬁé that the Moslems
will be able, in theface of all these difficulties, to'wake up and consider
their interests first when the time é‘ome,svfolf thein to decide for themselves.

Please accept my heartiest Tespects.

(St.) Mohd. M ustafa
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1-Arabism and British Policy

In the years following the first world war, pan-Arabism was the only
political doctrine to make headway and to exert a powerful appeal
in the Arabic-speaking lands. The nature of the war settlement itself
and the political power which some of the leading votaries of this
doctrine acquired in consequence of the settlement contributed alike
to such a result. The situation developed suddenly, with revolu-
tionary abruptness. Men who before the destruction of the Ottoman
empire were quite obscure, emerged all at once after 1919, not only
to preach a doctrine which got the Arab east into its grip, but actually
to exercise political power in one of the former provinces of the
empire. In 1914 sach a state of affairs was impossible to imagine. It is
true that there were then murmurings in Beirut, and that Syrian
émigrés in Cairo were demanding a decrease in meddling from
Istanbul and the enlargement of local initiative. But these grievances
were local and specific; they related to the quality of government
services or to the proper scope of local administration; and those who
sought redress for such grievances were mostly ‘men well known in
their communities, able perhaps to conduct a sober constitutional
opposition but not to entertain grandiose, limitless ambitions. How
they would have fared under imperial rule, where their opposition
would have taken them, how the Arabic-speaking provinces would

- have developed under their leadership, it is now impossible to say.

The war made Britain and the Ottoman empire enemies; Britain
fomented a revolt in the Hijaz against the Ottomans, and to this
revolt gravitated a number of disaffected Ottoman officers who, when
the war ended with the triumph of their patron, claimed the leader-

. ship of the Arab movement and were eventually enabled, by devious

and complicated means, to obtain political control of Mesopotamia,
where they set up government as the kingdom of Iraq.
The new leaders thrown up by the war were pan-Arab by nature.
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Suleiman Mousa

The Rise of Arab Nationalism and the
Emergence of Transjordan |

THE OTTOMAN STATE AND THE ARABS

Early in the sixteenth century, the Ottoman Turks
seized control of the Arabic-speaking lands that had been
ruled by the Egyptian Mamlukes. For four centuries the Otto-
mans remained in control of the *Asian Arab lands. This
control might well have lasted longer had it not been for the
fact that the Ottomans took the side of Germany in World
War L.

The ties of Islam had, all along, considerably influenced
the Arabs in their acceptance of Ottoman rule and, vice
versa, in the attitude of the Muslim Ottomans toward their
Arab subjects. Religious fervor was then much stronger than
national consciousness. No doubt the Arabs were regarded
with special consideration because they were the first Muslim
nation, the one into which the Prophet Muhammad was born
and which included his descendants and the great caliphs
of Islam. However, that consideration never amounted to
entrusting them with real responsibilities in the central




£ OITED @Y
CWILLAM W . HAQDAD AND
W ILLIAM  OCHSEN WALD

NATIONALISM (N B NON-

NATIONAL STATE

:Y\rve, Di‘SSo\UHGn 0-3,—}-‘1@ @%Mﬁﬂ E,m,\ps\rf% . : 

OWMOo 13t 5. 265~ 290

ONt 2.0 013

Ann Lesch

The Origins of Palestine
Arab Nationalism

Nationalism emerged as a major political force in the
Palestine Arab community in the 1920s and 1930s in reaction
to the growing strength of the Jewish community and the
British denial of the Arabs’ aspiration for independence. The
Palestine Arabs made invidious comparisons between their
deteriorating political position and the gradual acquisition of
seif-government by the neighboring Arab communities. Al-
though relatively late in its development and ultimately un-
successful, the Palestine Arab national movement was vigor-
ous at its height, not only organizing political parties and
delegations to London, but also fanning mass demonstrations
and a three-year uprising.' The roots of this movement may
be traced to the period before World War I, when the area
comprising Palestine was ruled from Istanbul, Although the
movement was then only at an incipient stage, the outline
of its aspirations and methods is discernible.” Moreover, the
Arab community was already subject to some of the external
pressures from European powers and the Zionist movement
that were to influence its development in later years.
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8. The Impact of the Young Turk Revolution
on the Arabic-speaking Provinces of the
Ottoman Empire

The coup d’état of July 1908, known as the Young Turk Revolu-
tion, has an archetypal significance in subsequent Arab politics, and
its consequences and reverberations are, even today, far from being
exhausted. It is thus of some interest to know what the immediate
impact of this coup d’état was in the Arabic-speaking provinces of the
Ottoman empire. The most cursory investigation will immediately
serve to increase our interest for—as is shown below—the reaction
in these provinces to the events in Macedonia and Constantinople
are intriguingly similar. The similarity is intriguing because it could
not have been manufactured or evoked by a ‘communications
industry’ which did not exist then, and because these provinces were
anyway more or less isolated from one another.

At the accession of Abd al-Hamid, the Arabic-speaking provinces,
particularly Syria and Palestine like so many other parts of the
Ottoman empire, were in a state of disorder and discontent which
made them almost ripe for rebellion. There were many reasons for
this state of affairs, the remote ones having to do with the very
character and functioning of the Tanzimat, while the proximate

ones were related to the war of 1876-8, and the scarcities, and the
burdens of taxation and conscription which were its consequence.
But the end of the emergency brought an immediate amelioration
and in the years following the Treaty of Berlin Abd al-Hamid seems
to have effectively re-established the authority of his government
in the provinces. In Syria, as the perspicacious and learned Hogarth
observed, Abd al-Hamid ‘took in hand, in the early eighties, the
public insecurity of northern Syria and southern Palestine, multi-
plying guards and increasing garrisons, and paying particular atten-
tion then and later to both the Kurds of Amanus and the robber
Armenians of Zeitun. Improved communications, however, he
knew, or soon learned, would provide the most effective means to
his end. In the year 1885, when the Jaffa—Jerusalem track was
improved into a metal chaussee, began an era of road-building
throughout Syria, and in 1886 it was followed by one of railway
construction. This was destined, in the course of the next thirty

years to give Syria through-connection with Constantinople, a

railway from Aleppo to Bir es-Seba linked to five ports, and trunk
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lines to Arabia on the one hand and Mesopotamia on the other.
When it is remembered, further, that such harbour structures as
exist in Syria, and the equipment of principal cities like Aleppo,
Damascus, Beirut and Jerusalem with broad ways, modern buildings,
electric lighting, tramways, and other convenient apparatus, are
also of Abdul Hamid’s time, one is bound to admit that a good
deal of beneficent construction—almost all in fact, that makes Syria
as a whole the most civilized province of Turkey at this day—
stands to the credit of a Sultan whose energies are popularly sup-
posed to have been uniformly destructive and sinister.” Hogarth
goes on to point out that all these activities were supplemented by a
deliberate effort to diminish nomadism, by means of free or favour-
able grants of land, by opening local markets, increasing the number
of police stations, garrisons and administrative posts in areas like
Trans-Jordan, hitherto very imperfectly policed.* Thus, by the end
of the first decade of Hamidian rule, the Arabic-speaking provinces
became tranquil and contented, not to say docile, and must be
presumed to have known that happiness which is said to be the lot
of countries with no history.

Four regions are an exception to this state of affairs, namely the
Hauran, southern Kurdistan, lower Mesopotamia and the Yemen.
In all these regions, roads were poor or nom-existent, and large
groups of nomads and semi-nomads were able to resist control by
the central government. But this state of affairs was, so to speak,
traditional and endemic, and by no means indicated new or increas-
ing disaffection towards the government. On the contrary, the settled
population themselves generally considered these turbulent nomads
a threat to their property and sometimes to their very existence,
and were not sorry to see the authorities mount successive expedi- -

tions against these predatory hordes.

But the very success of Hamidian policies: the more orderly
administration, the improved communications, the increasing
number of schools, the slowly rising and spreading prosperity, itself
worked gradually to undermine Hamidian rule. Professor Bernard
Lewis has pointed out that it was in the field of educational reform
that the Hamidian régime made its first and greatest effort.? The
Young Turk conspirators were the outcome of Abd al-Hamid’s
educational enterprise: so, in the Arabic-speaking provinces, the
civil and military high schools produced a steady, and a steadily
broadening, stream of young men with vaguely ‘enlightened’
attitudes, who were secretly Young Turk in sympathy—and some
of whom came after 1913 (when the empire experienced disaster and
stress similar to that of 1876-8) to be in greater or lesser sympathy

with a more or less vague Arab nationalism. But these ‘enlightened’
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The Arab Awakening Forty Years After
Albect Hovean:

GrorGE Antonius was born in 1891 of Lebanese Christian parents who had
settled in Alexandria. He studied at Victoria College, the English school in
Alexandria, and then at King’s College, Cambridge, where he obtained
first-class honours in the Mechanical Sciences Tripos. After working during

- World War I in the censorship department of the Egyptian Expeditionary

Force, he served in the British Mandatory Administration in Palestine, in
the Education Department, 19217 and the Secretariat, 1927-30. He then
left official service and began a new carcer as Middle Eastern associate of the
Institute of Current World Affairs, an American organisation of which the
aim was to spread understanding of what was happening in the outside
world by the circulation to subscribers of confidential newsletters; it had
been founded by Charles Crane, a Chicago business man who had himsell
played some part in the Middle East as a member of the King-Crane
Commission, sent to the region by President Wilson in 1919. In 1938 he
published his only book, The Arab Awakening: the Story of the Arab Nationalist
Movement, and dedicated it to Mr Crane. He died in 1942."'

Why, it may be asked, should a book published forty years ago, and
dealing with an early phase in the history of a national movement which has
taken more than one new direction since then be taken seriously enough for
a study to be devoted to i? There must be some intrinsic merit or
significance in it to make it still deserving of serious study and consideration.
In answer to such a question, at least three claims may be made for the book
without much fear of contradiction.

First of all, most readers would agree that The Arab Awakening has literary
merit of a high order. It is written in an excellent narrative style, precise,
vivid, highly coloured, at times moving, carrying the reader easily and
swiftly from one episode to another, and compelling beliel as he reads it,
even if some doubts may come later; its explanations are clear even if not
always profound or sufficient. There is no extended analysis of ideas, but
there are sharply expressed depictions of human personalities. Here is what
he says of Mark Sykes:

His mind was both perceptive and quick, and at the same time strangely
inattentive and undiscerning; and, in his nature, he had something of the
improvidence as well as all the warmth of the enthusiast. He knew a good deal
about the Arabs at first hand, but his knowledge was as remarkable for its
gaps as for its range, and his judgments alternated between perspicacity and
incomprehension, as though his mental vision were patterened like a chess-
board . . . This placed him at a disadvantage in the game of diplomatic
bargaining . . .2
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330 Besprechungen

ba'da l-hariti .. di l-qibabi; 2) Index t.2/11, p.308, 1.9 tummata (L) gita.. —
Text 1.2/1, p422,112 tummata (=) gi'ta.; 3) Index 1.2/11, p.360, 1.4 v.u. .. ‘ardhd
fagiyah — Text t1, p.544, 1.13 .. ‘ardhd Sigiyah. Etwas verwirrend ist auch der
Umstand, daf3 Makka 1.2/1, p.395, 115 im Index der Ortsnamen fehit und nur
unter fath Makka bei den Schlachten genannt ist.

Neben diesen Mingeln weist das vorliegende Buch aber auch eine Reihe
von Vorzigen auf. Denn es bietet neben einem #uflerst ansprechenden und
{ibersichtlichen Layout (Verse des Gedichtes in groBen Typen, der Kommentar
des Ibn Hizam fett, Text des al-Bagdadi in gut leserlicher Normalschrift,
Anmerkungen in Kleinschrift) durch die zahlreichen Indices ein wertvolles
Hilfsmittel zur ErschlieBung einer sonst aufgrund ihres Umfangs und ihrer
Uniibersichtlichkeit nur mithsam auszuwertenden Quelle, Dafiir sei Heraus-
geber und Uberarbeiter herzlich gedankt.

Stephan Prochazka (Wien)

Strohmeier,Martin:al-Kulliya as-Salahiya in Jerusalem: Arabismus,
Osmanismus und Panislamismus im Ersten Weltkrieg. Abhandlungen fiir
die Kunde des Morgenlandes, Bd. XLIX, 4, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner, 1991.
VIl + 88 S, 14 Abb, 8°, DM 38,-, ISBN 3-515-05395-6.

Das vbrliegende Werk beschreibt das Schicksal der osmanisch-arabischen
Hochschule al-Kulliya as-Salahiya (im weiteren §al), die nur kurz, und zwar
wihrend der unruhigen Zeit des 1. Weltkrieges, Bestand hatte. Als Quellen
dienten Verf. neben einigen Berichten in zeitgenossischen Publikationen vor
allem die' dreiBig Seiten umfassenden Statuten der Sal. sowie Interviews mit
zwei ehemaligen Schillern.

Als Griindungsdatum der Sal. (5.5-7) ist der 28. Jinner 1915 anzusetzen, an
dem der Lehrbetrieb in den Gebiuden des ehemaligen Priesterseminars der
‘WeiBen Viter aufgenommen wurde. Der Name as-Saldhiya war in zweifacher
Hinsicht bewufBt gewiihit: Denn einmal wurde die zum Seminar gehorige
Kirche St. Anna von Salahaddin 1192 in eine Madrasa umgewandelt, und
zweilens war es Aufgabe der Schule, jenen Geist zu vermitteln, der es — gleich
dem Namensgeber — ermdglichen sollte, die Ungliubigen aus dem Gebiet des
Islam (insbes. die Englinder aus Agypten) zu vertreiben,

Nach einem Exkurs (S.8-13) iiber die nie in Betrieb gegangene Hochschule
in Medina legt Verf. ausfithrlich Funktion und Alltagsieben in der Sal. dar
(5.14-34). Interessant ist vor allem, daB3 in der vom tiirkisch-osmanischen Staat
gegrindeten Schule das Arabische Unterrichtssprache war. Das Studium an der
Sal. sollte zehn Jahre dauern und bot den Schillern eine groBe Zahl von
Fichern (insgesamt 85, gemiB der Liste S.18-20), die weite Gebiete abdeckten
(koranische Wissenschaften, Philosophie, Recht, Sprachen, Naturwissen-
schaften),

Anschliefend (5.35-48) werden einige mit der Sal. in Verbindung stehende

W2 M Band 83 WIEN-1393, 5-350-33)
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Personen (Lehrer, Schiiler) vorgestellt, darunter der Griindungsrektor
‘Abdal'aziz Sawis (1876-1929), ein begeisterter Verfechter der osmanischen
Sache (obwohl er kaum Tiirkisch konnte (5.36)). Niher charakterisiert (5.38-40)
wird auch Rustum Haidar (1886-1940), der einen nachhaltigen EinfluB auf die
Schule hatte und spiter unter Konig Faisal im Irak Karriere machte. Im
{ibrigen ist es auffallend, wie viele Personen, die mit der Sal. in Verbindung
gestanden hatten, spéter zu einfluBreichen Posten gelangten.

Sehr informativ ist auch das Kapitel iiber den historischen Hintergrund, vor
dem die kurze Geschichte der Sal. ablief (5.49-66). Verf. skizzierl hier die
Intentionen des despolischen Cemil Pasa (des eigentlichen Initiators der
Schule), vor allem aber die verschiedenen anti-osmanischen Strémungen, die in
diesem Gebiel wiihrend des Krieges aufkamen und deren Protagonisten nicht
selten in enger Beziehung zur $al. standen. Daraus ergibt sich, daB die Sal. zwar
den osmanischen Staatsgedanken durch Riickgriff auf panislamische ldeen
stiirken sollte, andererseits aber eben durch ihre arabische Unterrichtssprache
ein Zugestindnis an die gemiBigten Nationalisten war. Von letzteren wurde sie
dann jedoch als Ort der Propaganda fir die arabische Sache genutzt, womit sich
ihre urpriingliche Funktion ins Gegenteil verkehrte (S71).

Das Ende der $al. (5.67-69) kam mit der englischen Besetzung Jerusalems
im Dez 1917. Im Herbst 1918 war bereits wieder das Priesterseminar in Betrieb

. und heutzutage erinnert nichts mehr an die einstige osmanische Hochschule

(S.73£).

Das vorliegende Werk zeichnet sich durch sorgfiltige Recherchen und viel
Liebe zum Detail aus. Auch an Druckfehlern ist nur sehr wenig stehen-
geblieben, was angesichis der Verwendung zweier unterschiedlicher Tran-
skriptionssysteme (fiir osmanische und arabische Termini bzw, Eigennamen)
keine Selbstverstindlichkeit ist. Aufgefallen sind Rez. lediglich (nach dem
Schrigstrich jeweils die richtige Schreibung) S.15 kdde/kdds, S.18 rdli/tdli und
“ali/*dli, $25 und 27 nizdmndmesi/nizamndmesi, $.27 miitehassisin/
miitehassisin, .60 raudat mutahhara/rauda m. Da bei einigen Eigennamen
(ohne dem Rez. ersichtlichen Grund) die moderntirkische Schreibweise
gewiihlt wurde, wiire es u. E. angebracht gewesen, diese auch konsequent zu
{ibernehmen, also etwa $.62 statt Edib und Ahmed, Edip bzw. Ahmet. Die auf
S83 abgebildete Inschrift enthilt noch den Zusatz al-Ayyibi, welcher in der
darunterstehenden Erklirung fehlt. Aus Sicht des Rez wiinschenswerl gewesen
wiire eventuell noch ein Index, da ohne einen solchen das reichhaltige Material
zu verschiedenen Personen fiir zukinftige Forschungen leider nur schwer
greifbar ist.

Alles in allem liegt hier jedenfalls ein durchaus gelungenes Werk vor, das
nicht nur iiber das Bildungswesen im zu Ende gehenden Osmanischen Reich,
sondern auch {iber den erstarkenden arabischen Nationalismus wiithrend des
1. Weltkrieges einige neue Aufschliisse gibt.

Stephan Prochazka (Wien)
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LES PREMICES DU NATION ME ARABE :

LA SOCIETE REVOLUTIONNAIRE ARABE (1913-1914),

SON CONTEXTE HISTORIQUE ET IDEOLOGIQUE,

ET LA RHETORIQUE SEDITIEUSE DE SIX FACTUMS SUBVERSIFS

Stéphane VALTER !

Université du Havre

INTRODUCTION : UNE APPROCHE PLURIELLE POUR UNE QUESTION
AUX RAMIFICATIONS MULTIPLES ET COMPLEXES

La rhétorique anti-ottomane et nationaliste arabe de la Société révolutionnaire arabe
(al-Gam ‘iyya al-tawriyya al-‘arabiyya, 1913-1914), créée en Egypte et dont la figure de
proue était un haut officier ottoman déchu et Egyptien d’origine circassienne (‘Aziz ‘Ali al-
Misri), constitue un cas digne d’intérét. _

Pour appréhender la spécificité (qui renvoie a des questions plus vastes) de ce groupuscule
activiste, ce travail tourne autour de deux axes : premiérement, une présentation du cadre dans
lequel naquit le nationalisme arabe a travers le parcours exemplaire de ‘Aziz ‘Ali al-Misri. La
genése du nationalisme arabe s’exprima essentiellement, 4 la veille de la premiére guerre
mondiale, a travers la formation de sociétés et partis publics (1égalistes), d’un c6té, et de sociétés
et partis secrets (séparatistes), de ’autre. L.’abondance de dates et noms cités ne doit pas faire
accroire que I’approche est événementielle : le dessein n’est de définir précisément le contexte
historique et idéologique que pour mieux comprendre la formation du nationalisme arabe,
travers le prisme de I'une de ses expressions les plus virulentes.

Vient en second lieu la traduction de six manifestes datant de cette période troublée,
composés en partie par la Société révolutionnaire arabe. Ce travail propose une traduction
francaise fidele, et en contexte, de documents traduits partiellement et de surcroit en langue
étrangére. Choisis en fonction de leur indéniable valeur littéraire et de leur contenu idéologique

1. Maitre de conférences (langue et civilisation arabes) & I’Université du Havre, Faculté des affaires internationales,
Institut des langues et civilisations orientales (ILCO). L’auteur remercie Christian Cantuel, spécialiste de littérature
et passionné de belles-lettres, qui a bien voulu relire le manuscrit et laisser sa muse embellir le style des passages
traduits. L’auteur exprime également sa reconnaissance au professeur Walid al-Hafiz de I’Institut Frangais d’Etudes
Arabes de Damas (IFEAD) pour sa maitrise de la poésie arabe classique et son aide généreusement prodiguée.

Bulletin d’Etudes Orientales, LIII-L1V, 2001-2002, IFEAD, Damas, p. 381-45§
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110 OTTOMAN-ARAB HISTORY

and Yisuf Binja died in exile. The qadi 'Abd al-Qadir, 'Umar Ba Darb, Sa'id
Baghlaf, Bakil al-Shami, and Salih Jawhar of the Irani dispute eventually
returned to the Hijaz.! The last three named came to Jidda in 1866 with a
vizierial letter ordering them to live in Mecca or Taif. Salih Jawhar returned
to India. The returned men enjoyed great popularity in Jidda and Mecca.?
Popular opinion in Mecca had declared the muhtasib and the Shaykh al-
'Amidi to be martyrs for the faith when they had been executed in 18593
'Abdullah Bahariin was on the Administrative Council of Jidda in 1879. The
son of the muhtasib, Muhammad b. 'Abdullah, received a medal from the
Ottoman government in 1882. ‘

It is in the relationship between Christians and Muslims that the
events of 1858 had their greatest impact. The great Indian mutiny was being
crushed in early 1858. The risings against Christians and Jews in Damascus
and the Lebanon in 1860 were to happen two years later. In all these cases
an initial deep religious resentment was intensified by political and
economic rivalry between elite Muslim or Druze circles versus foreigners
and their protégés. Violence by Muslims was followed by even greater
retributive violence by the European Powers. The idea of successful, direct,
violent destruction of the European presence was tried out and discredited.
With «the partial exception of an incident in 1895 there were no similar
riots, murders, or large-scale anti-foreign incidents in Jidda after 1858. The
memory of the Jidda bombardment was widespread. Charles Doughty found
it one of his chief protections in 1877 as he explored the northern Hijaz.4

Even though with the opening of the Suez Canal the foreign
community in Jidda increased they did so.in peace. For many Muslims the
possibilty of eventual Christian incursions inland and - their growing
economic strength on the coast remained a source of fear. For Europeans the
slightly open door to the Hijaz remaingd-opei: TS

lDablﬁn, Khuliga, p. 323. T

2E.0. 195/879 de Gaspary (Jidda) to de Moustier, 24 Aug. 1866.
3F.0. 881/848 Walne to Malmesbury, 19 Jan. 1859.

4Char1cs M. Doughty, Travels in Arabia Deserta (London: Jonathan Cape, 1936), I, 208 and

11, 104, and 520.
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The most significant expression of early Arab nationalism was the
Arab Revolt against the Ottoman empire. Sharif Husayn of Mecca
announced the revolt on June 10, 1916. This revolt became the key starting
point not only for the independence of the short-lived kingdom founded by
Husayn but also for the history of independent Iraq and Syria. The
Hashemite kingdom of Jordan continues today as the direct heir of Husayn's
action. The Arab Revolt of 1916 that began in the Hijaz (Hejaz) also
involved promises of support made by the British to Husayn before June
1916. In these promises, according to the interpretation placed upon them
by Arab nationalists, the British made commitments to Husayn that
included, among other things, Arab control over Palestine. For all of these
reasons, the Arab Revolt of 1916 was vitally important for Arab
nationalism. It marked the end point of the beginning phase of Arab
nationalist intellectual thought and development, and it was the only
concrete result of the secret societies that had planned Arab independence
since before World War I began. The revolt also signaled the second phase
of Arab nationalism — a phase that involved independent or semi-
independent Arab governments struggling to secure full control over their
own destinies while at the same time spreading nationalist consciousness to
the masses of Arab society.

Yet the Arab Revolt was in many ways an ironic beginning for
secular Arab nationalism and independence. The revolt was formed by and
took place in a province of the Ottoman empire that was not at all
nationalistic, and the first leader of the revolt, Sharif Husayn, was a very
late recruit to the cause of Arab nationalism. The political, economic,
military, and intellectual prerequisites for the emergence of nationalism
among the elite were singularly lacking in the Hijaz during the period
leading up to the outbreak of World War I in 1914. Moreover, in the first
declaration outlining the reasons for the revolt, Husayn said that the chief
causes were religious rather than nationalistic. Thus, if one considers the
initial impetus and place of origin, the Arab Revolt and its leaders developed
a more nationalistic overtone only after 1916.
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viii Preface

mitted me to reproduce texts. Dr. Barbara Stowasser skillfully transliterated
and clarified Arabic terms and nomenclature and established the basis for an
index. The editors at Frederick A. Praeger, Inc., rendered various gallant
services. Whatever errors occur—despite all this competent assistance—are
entirely my own.

K. H.K.
December, 1967
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8o CHAPTER 2

case of Mutran’s Syrian Central Committee showed. The Arabs de-
manded the regulation of administration, the expansion of state edu-
cation, and the strengthening of the security apparatus: measures that

called for an even greater role for the central government in the prov-
inces.

Hosan AYALI
\A oS and \’{ gun &5 ) ;uf\cﬁ

i
4 . g [ LU . N
C'j i%‘»@ AARAyL S :y“y"s , [{‘f\”ﬂ}m;% M OGan C‘i‘ L% \G\W{ 50 {n

We Otoman Emplee, 1908-181%

Bokeley 190%, s 1115

OnN  S2145

The Opposition and the Arabs,
1910 —I9II

The army’s successful suppression of the counterrev-
olution of April 1909 arrested both the anticonstitutionalist (pro-
Hamidian) and the Liberal (decentralist) opposition to the CUP and
left the Committee, though weakened, as the only viable political group.
As the Committee struggled to consolidate its position, so did its op-
ponents. Its determination to establish itself as the paramount arbiter in
the government of the empire sharpened the differences between the
Committee and the decentralists. By the end of 1011 the opposition dealt
a critical blow to the CUP in a by-election in Istanbul, compelling it to
go to carly parliamentary elections.

The division between the centralists and the decentralists did not
crystallize along strict socioeconomic lines. Allegiances remained fluid
and frequently changed depending on perceptions of personal advan-
tage. In general, the centralists drew their support from the lesser Mus-
lim officialdom and lower-middle-class elements who were averse to
European economic domination. Such domination had reinforced po-
litical tutelage over the empire and constituted a threat to the integrity
of the Ottoman state, which the centralist Unionists, many of them
members of the civil service and military establishment, were committed
to preserve.! Many older bureaucrats and officers who had acquired
wealth or high positions prior to 1908 and sought to maintain their
social and political predominance gravitated toward the opposition. As
the battle lines gradually crystallized, two groups of provincial notables
also identified with the opposition: those who were passed over in the
distribution of favors to the advantage of other contenders and those

81



C. ERNEST DAWN e T
20055

From Ottomanism
to Arabism

ESSAYS ON THE ORIGINS
OF ARAB NATIONALISM

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS PRESS
Urbana Chicago London

¢ Ve
. Ty "|\‘:t .
- ive }_,,‘y.l "U\.(QZ‘
\ \Tur‘;:{z\"\\r*’m“m‘ .‘\“ '
\am M

Lil\Ll‘;v'.ul(l‘

Tasnif No’ \ DA



GREAT BRITAIN AND ARAB WNATIONALISM, 1943

4. H. HOURANTI

~ Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakf

Islam Arastirmalar Merkezi
Kitiiphanesi

Dem. No: 698’85’

JJ3e¢.d

HoU.G

Tas. No:




1]
0“’“/(;‘2,

52‘4 [

i
A

3|
QAR

1 Vel n

&

s M

ool

f/’

230 PART 1V - NATIONALISM

who meet occasionally and reprint his writings for distribution. These call
themselves patriots, and they seek the salvation of their country in the
purification of Islam and the establishment of true constitutionalism.
Feudalism and imperialism are not so much the problems as are the super-
stitions and false faiths of imamism, sufism, impractical philosophical
speculation, interpretations of the Persian poets, and the study of allegorical
exegetics. Obviously, the work of Kasravi was largely negative, in that it
shook the foundations of tradition for his young readers. His own “religion
of purity” and his constitutionalism did not replace that tradition, but the
way was opened for new secular ideologies.

At least one other group of a more exclusive and aristocratic member-
ship considers itself to be nationalist. Its aims seem to be centered on
improving the government of Iran by increasing efficiency and giving
important positions to those who, like themselves, deserve to be so honored.

GIOBSSHNBBH0

5

NASROLLAH S. FATEMI

The Roofs of Arab Nationalism

The importance of Arab nationalism in the contemporary Middle East
cannot be overemphasized. No other issue or appeal holds the attraction of
nationalism. In this selection Professor Fatemi discusses the background
of Arab nationalism, showing the impact of Western ideas and the growth
of particular nationalisms in Egypt. He evaluates developments since
World War I and assesses the role that Nasser occupies today as the fore-
most exponent of the nationalist ideology.

From Nasrollah S. Fatemi, “The Roots of Arab Nationalism,” Orbis, Vol. 2, No. 4
(Winter 1959), published by the Foreign Policy Research Institute, University of
Pennsylvania. By permission of the editor.

5 - The Roots of Arab Nationalism 231

MODERN Arab nationalism dates to the beginning of the nineteenth cen-

tury. Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt in 1797 was the herald of this new
era. Some Arab writers cavil at contentions that the national movement
in the Arab world is an innovation, a borrowed concept or an alien ideology
They b‘elieve, on the contrary, that it is the recreation of the creative‘
dyr'lanuc and constructive social orders of old. “Arab nationalism,” writes,
Nejla Izzeddin, “aims at the realization of social solidarity and ,political
st:-ability, and the reestablishment, through moral rebirth, of the place and
mission of the Arabs in the family of nations.” This movement is not a
recent development or the work of one leader; its roots lie in the history of
the Arab people.

. Muhammed Ali, the founder of modern Egypt, coveted an Arab Em-
pire under the leadership of Egypt. But the great Khedive and organizer
of modern Egypt probably would have been mystified had he been called
an f&rab nationalist. His son called himself an Arab and tried to take away
Syria from the Turks and to build for himself an empire—a feat in which
he would have succeeded had Britain not intervened to save the Ottoman
SulFan. This failure opened an ideological rift between the Asian and
African parts of the Arab world. “This divergence had far-reaching con-
sequences because it came about at a time when the Arabs were in a most
1mpre§sionable stage of development, when values and beliefs, morals, and
loyalties, were all in a melting pot, when the whole fabric of society’ was
undergoing reconstruction.”®

After Muhammed Ali, the various movements in different parts of
the Arab world were shaped both by inner ideological forces and external
factors. During this period, the idea of Muslim nationalism was resuscitated
by Jamal Ud-Din Afghani, who is regarded as the awakener of modern
political consciousness in the Islamic world.

Afghani’s principal aim was to strengthen and reform one of the
Islamic States so that it could reach the level of a strong and progressive
power and blaze a trail for the rest of the Muslim world to follow. Afghani
opposed the despotic rulers of Iran and Turkey. He openly advocated
!:yrannicide. One of his disciples assassinated the despotic Shah of Iran
in 1896. Afghani was an impatient and fervent champion of reform
through revolution. He believed in propaganda and political agitation. For
forty. years, he was behind most patriotic movements, revolts and demon-
strations in Egypt, Turkey and Iran. While he detested autocratic rulers
he was not opposed to benevolent despotism whenever the pressure ot:
events proved too great a strain upon democracy. He was ejected from
India, exiled from Iran, banished from Egypt, jailed and finally poisoned
in Turkey.

President Nasser of Egypt and other nationalists in the Middle East
have been strongly influenced by Afghani’s prescription of first eliminating
th.e corrupt kings, their courtiers and the hand-picked assemblies packed
with feudal lords, and then establishing a benevolent dictatorship until
the prerequisites for the success of a multi-party representative government
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Anne-Claire de Gayfhier-Bonneville

Renaissance arabe et solidarité musulmane
dans La Nation arabe

Abstract: Published in Geneva from 1930 to 1938, the journal, La Nation arabe,
first addressed European intellectuals. Points of view developed by the two editors,
Chekib Arslan and Ihsan al-Djabri, show on the other hand that the readership was
especially Arab and Muslim. Arslan and Djabri are convinced of the renaissance of
the Arab nation which they largely attribute to the politics of the European powers
in Arab lands. Signs of this awakening are reported, in particular, the mutual interest
that Arabs show for one another, the solidarity of people who are suffering and the
emergence of uncommon personalities. The journal had an activist stance which
was original for that time: it intended to mobilize Arabs and Muslims not only
towards fighting the occupying powers but also towards fighting against the Zionist
project which threatened the terrirorial integrity of Palestine and which symbolised
the Arab nation.

Résumé : Publiée 2 Genéve de 1930 4 1938, la revue La Nation arabe voulait ini-
tialement s'adresser aux intellectuels européens. Les points de vue développés par les
deux rédacteurs, Chekib Arslan et Thsan al-Djabri, montrent toutefois que le lecto-
rat visé était surtout arabe et musulman. Arslan et Djabri sont convaincus de la
renaissance de la nation arabe, qu'ils atrribuent en grande partie 4 la politique des
puissances européennes dans les Erarts arabes. Les signes de ce réveil sont rapporeés,
notamment I'intérét muruel que les Arabes se portent, la communion des peuples
dans la souffrance, 1'émergence de personnalités hors du commun. La revue avait
une intention militante originale pour 'époque : elle entendait mobiliser les esprits
en vue de mener le combar de la renaissance, arabe et musulmane, non seulement
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58  Eric Davis

11. On this issue, see the writings of Maxime Rodinson, Islam and Capitalism
(Austin, TX and London: University of Texas Press, 1978), pp. 148-152; Alvin W.
Goulder, The Coming Crisis of Western Sociology (New York: Avon Books, 1970),
pp- 178-183; and Bryan Turner, Weber and Islam (London: Routledge & Kegan
Paul, 1978), esp. pp. 151-70.

12. See my study, “Ideology, Social Class and Islamic Radicalism in Modern
Egypt,” in S. Arjomand (ed.), From Nationalism to Revolutionary Islam (London
and Albany, NY: Macmillan and State University of New York Press, 1983), pp.
14243, which presents data on the social bases of the Muslim Brotherhood and its
offshoots between the early 1930s and the 1970s.

13. Gibb, Modern Trends in Islam, pp. 109, 119-20.

14. See, for example, ‘Abd al-Halim Khafaji, Hiwar ma‘a al-shuyu‘iyyin fi agbiyat
al-sujun (Kuwait: Maktabat al-Falah, 1979),

15. Richard P. Mitchell, The Society of the Muslim Brothers (London and New
York: Oxford University Press, 1969), P. 328.

16. Of course, this social dynamic underscores the dependent political and
economic status of urban lower middle class women in contemporary Egypt.

17. Increased mosque attendance represents yet another of those categories that
fails to place Islam in its social context. Have, for example, more upper class
Egyptians been attending mosques? The answer is obvious; it is the more economi-
cally vulnerable Egyptians who have manifested this behavior.

18. While prospects for upward mobility were enhanced somewhat during the
1970s by the employment of urban lower middle class Egyptians in Libya and the
Gulf, the recent decline in oil prices setting in motion a “reverse migration” indicates
that the “oil boom” was a temporary phenomenon.

19. Gilsenan, Recognizing Islam, pp. 221, 226-28.

20. One example of such a synthesis can be found in the Egyptian journal, Al-yasar
al-Islami (The Islamic Left), published by the religious and social thinker, Dr. Hasan
Hanafi. See also the incipient socialist thinking in Ahmad Shukri Mustafa’s critique
of contemporary Egyptian society in Keppel, The Prophet & Pharaoh, pp. 78-90.

21. See, for example, the distinction between “elitist institutional” and “alter-
native Islam” in Fadwa El Guindi, “Veiling Infitah with Muslim Ethic: Egypt’s
Contemporary Islamic Movement,” Social Problems, vol. 28, no. 4 (April 1981):
465, 473.

22. Among those who have “rediscovered Islam” are such prominent Egyptian
leftist intellectuals as ‘Adil Husayn, Tariq al-Bishri, and Saad Eddin Ibrahim.
Conversation with El Sayed Yassin, Princeton University, May 1983.

23. Even in Iran, which is perhaps the closest approximation of such a model, the
bourgeoisie was not unified, being divided between the royalists and the national
front; the middle and working classes contained large numbers of secularists and
Marxists, and socialist ideologies had strong roots among sectors of the industrial
working class, especially the oil workers.

24. Antonio Gramsci, Prison Notebooks (London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1971),
PP. 5-23, 25-43, 125-205, 210-18.

25. Christine Buci-Glucksmann, Gramsci and the State (London: Lawrence and
Wishart, 1980), pp. 23-24, 56-58; Martin Carnoy, The State and Political Theory
(Prmceton NJ: Princeton Umversnty Press, 1984), pp. 74-75.
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ISLAM AND ARAB NATIONALISM

4

Bassam Tibi

Throughout the modern era, the Middle East has been confronted
with two compelling ideas: secular nationalism and the Islamic
precept calling for the creation of the universal umma (community)
of the faithful.! A study of this encounter between Islam and secular
ideologies leads automatically to an inquiry into the major concerns
of modern Islam — something which cannot be understood through
an approach based exclusively on a textual analysis of dogmatic
Islamic writings.? To be sure, traditional Orientalist scholars and
Islamic fundamentalists would contest the preceding statement by
appealing to the notion of “Islamic essence.” They deny the
necessity of studying the historical context in which the Islamic faith
emerged and developed. To Islamic fundamentalists any difference
between the realities of Islam and the contents of traditional or
traditionalist writings is merely a deviation or falling away from the
aforementioned essence,® while to some German Orientalist
scholars the study of reality is considered to be the job of social
scientists, of whom these Orientalists habitually speak with
contempt. But since our present purpose in studying the
relationship between Islam and secular ideologies® is not exegetic,
the focus here will be on sociopolitical realities. In particular, one
should note that the traditionalist assumption of Islam’s immuta-
bility and monolithic universality does not hold up under scrutmy,
for the story of Islam has been marked by both cultural diversity’
and historical variation.® These characteristics enrich Islam, and
should not be dismissed as deviations from an Islamic essence that
exists only in dogmatic literature.

Our point of departure since the nineteenth century is the
assumption that global interdépendence has maintained in
existence a world society linking all nations. This world society is the
end result of the spread of European influence and technology
during the period of colonialism. In the course of this process, the
European market turned into the world market and bourgeois
society into world society. The political units of interaction in this
new setting are the nation-states. The Islamic peoples have been
incorporated (or more precisely forcibly integrated) into this new
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The Development of Arab Consciousness

their nationality or act to cause them injury by encroaching on their
rights’. This attitude is in his view an appropriate one. He has no
regard for labels; to him, what is important is to emphasise the Arab
bond. ‘Let them say that they are Arabs first and Ottomans second’,
for attachment to the principle of nationalisms has been manifest
in civilised lands among the most ancient of nations.

Beyond this, al-Qasimi holds that the very least benefit to be
derived from the principle of nationalisms is that it teaches people
the merit of self-reliance. The Constitution may have enjoined
equality among the subject nationalities, but that was not a suffi-

cient basis for national awakening, for there is no progress for a -

people ‘that does not make use of its own power’. He therefore con-
siders that ‘the nationalist uproar is legitimate so long as the man
engaged in it, motivated by the driving force of genuine patriotism,
is trying to defend the rights of his nation’. This is a view indicative
of a certain degree of understanding of the difference between
various forms of nationalism, and reveals an appreciation for pure
nationalism. 88

It is thus that al-Qasimi discusses the concept of Arab nation-
alism. Although he does make incidental reference to the factor of
race, he regards language and literature as its fundamental bond.
And in a period of ascendant nationalism in Europe, he considers
it a factor behind the emergence of modern states and the basis for
progress and national awakening. He calls upon the Arabs to adopt
this idea, as the Turks have done: ‘nationalism is both essential
and legitimate, for it aims to protect the rights of the Arab nation
and its national awakening’. It is also worth bearing in mind that

al-Qasimi grew up in a learned family and received a modern
education.

.

/

The nationalist perspective was also represented by ‘Abd al-Ghani
al-‘Uraysi (executed in 1916),% who wrote articles in 4l-Mufid on
the Arab role in history, the Arab nation and the elements that had
given rise to it, and Arab-Turkish relations. Al-‘Uraysi studied in
indigenous Islamic schools, which took an interest in promoting
Arab consciousness and in the Islamic reformist perspective. His
Arab nationalist viewpoint thus took shape in his own land,*
although his familiarity with Western thought, after his trip to Paris
in 1912-13,%! probably made it possible for him to articulate his

‘Abd al-Ghani al- ‘Uraysi
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The Development of Arab Consciousness

nationalist ideas more clearly.
Al-‘Uraysi stressed the idea of the Arab nation and discussed
it in a number of articles in which he spoke in glowing terms of
its historical role and eminence.?? Sufficient cause for taking pride
in it is provided by the fact ‘that God produced from this nation
a man whose sacred law spread over the earth’. It was worthy of
such pride, since ‘the Arabs are the nation of noblest stock and the
people of most outstanding nature’. This distinction he associates
with Islam: the noble Prophet came and brought them out of the
snare of delusions to the ethereal expanse of the truth, from the
worship of created beings to worship of the true God, from the bonds
of ignominy to the spacious domains of exalted renown, from the
confines of unquestioning adherence to tradition to absolute
freedom.®* He also takes up the historical role of the Arabs. It was
they who conquered and subjugated the regions of the earth, who
transmitted the sciences of the Greeks, which were borrowed by
the West from the Arabs. The Arabs are possessed of pre-eminent
skill in science and civilisation, and the Europeans were their pupils
and benefited from them in their own national awakening. God
endowed the Arabs with inexhaustible vitality, a vitality which
would make it possible for them in practically no time to restore
splendour and glory to the Islamic nation.”* He goes on to state
that the Arab prophet of Quraysh confirmed this Arab eminence,
associated their glory with that of Islam, bid that they be held in
high regard, and warned against doing harm to them and to the
Arabic language. ‘For I am an Arab’, Muhammad had said, ‘and
God has sent me as a prophet from among them . . . Grief and
destruction upon those who wrong them, and woe and suffering
upon those who cause harm to my language and sacred law.’%
Al-“Uraysi points out that despite circumstances of invasion and
conquest the Arab nation had preserved its qualities and distinc-
tive features: many nations in such a situation have faded into
oblivion ‘and lost their national qualities’, but the Arab nation has
not. He takes notice of a unique point: ‘that every conquered nation
has taken on the qualities of the conqueror, except in the case of
this nation, where the conquerors have taken on the qualities of
the conquered’. He explains this by the fact that the Arab nation,
whether in the role of conqueror or conquered, is possessed of con-
stitutive elements that preserve its essence and characteristics; hence,
the nation ‘brings together among its people elements of civilisa-
tion and agreeable life’.%

In discussing these formative elements of the nation and the -
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the Anglo-French war resumed in mid-1803, Franco-American
relations were more amicable than they had been in a decade.
The undeclared naval war of the Adams Administration was
past history while Jeffersonian America had just secured the
vast Louisiana region, Instead of capitalizing on the conge-
guent reservoir of friendghip, at Napoleon’s behegt France
alienated the United States by exerting pressure to have the
lucrative American trade with San Domingo halted. Similarly,
the French lost more friends when they temporarily thwarted
Jefferson’s drive to acquire West Florida., These events, im-
portant as they were, paled in comparison to the harsh com-~
mercial measures adopted by France,

‘When war came in 1812, it was in spite of, not because of
Napoleonic actions. British impressment, arrogance, alleged
complicity with Indians on the American frontier, and the seem-
ing vulnerability of Canada all conspired to spur an Anglo-
American rather than a Franco-American war. Americans

permitted. But international events and the peace settlements

istic attitudes. They Opposed ecumenicism and internationalism
because both these movements were too soft on Catholicism and
communism,

The main sourceg for this study include publications of the
National Association of Evangelicals and member groups, non-
denominational periodicals which identify themselves as evan-
gelical, and journals of independent denominations which profess
evangelical faith (especially the Southern Baptist Convention
and Churches of Christ). The three major periodicals are the
Baptist Standard (published by the Baptist General Convention
of Texas), United Evangelical Action (National Association of
Evangelicals), and Christianity Today (independent evangelical
journal), M $3.00; X $9.70. 212 pages.

OF ARAB NATIONALISM TO THE ARAB

were determined to punish France, however, if circumstances% ARAB-TURKISH RELATIONS FROM THE EMERGENCE

of 1814~1815 coupled with Napoleon’s final removal precluded
this.

Franco-American relations must also be examined against
the background of the American scene. National solidarity had
not been achieved, vociferous Federalists refused to credit
Jeffersonian Republicanism’s lofty aims and verged on sedition.,
Moreover, Jefferson and Madigon recognized that peace wasg
necessarily America’s passion because of the sparse popula-
tion which inhabited the enormous land mass. They felt too
that party ideology dictated American neutrality. Thus they
made their futile attempts to preserve neutrality through a
succession of acts from the embargo to non-importation against
Britain alone,

America learned from her humbling experiences. Citizens
insisted that the United States remain neutral when Napoleon
returned from Elba, Yet they asserted that the national honor
forbade any meek surrender to the European power brokers.
Luckily the struggle lasted but briefly and American determi-
nation was not tested. Nevertheless, the United States adhered
to the policy for the rest of the century. And a hundred year
uiescence enabled the nation peacefully to develop her re-
Sources as Jefferson and Madison had wished,

M $4.70; X $16.45. 365 pages.

HE EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT DEFENSE
F AMERICANISM 1945-1960,

Order No, 69-13,247)

Mace] D, Ezell, Ph.D.
€xas Christian University, 1969

Thig study concerns evangelical Protestants’ concept of
American way of life and their anxieties over their culture
™ 1945 to 1960, Believing that the Protestant ethos was re-
nsible for the distinctive features of American democracy,
}’ feareq that non-Protestant Deoples and ideologies were
ithetica] tgq Americanism, They were particularly fearful
' OMmunism and Catholicism. While most evangelicals did
become involved in discussions of immigration, a minority
_ 01JSEd immigrants on the same grounds as earlier nativist
MPS- No issue provided a stronger bond for evangelical
. 'estants thap their fears of Catholicism. In this regard
Mi:a‘SSues evoked widespread alarm; an ambassador to the
4N, a Catholic President, and state aid to parochial
5y irj;3r(30ncter'r1ing Marxism they were primarily concerned

nal security and an ideological drift toward social-

REVOLT, 1848-1916.

(Order No. 69-10,620)

Mumtaz Ayoub Fargo, Ph.D.
University of Utah, 1969

Chairman: Dr, A. S. Atiya

The sixteenth century witnessed the ascendancy of Ottoman
expansion in the Middle East including the Arab territories
which seemed to accept Ottoman domination without resistance.
In fact, the amity of Arabs and Turks at that time, wag intensgi-
fied by two main factors. One was the common bond of Islam.
Religion was, therefore, the cardinal element. The Arabs even
took pride in Turkish expansion in Europe which meant the
spread of Islam. Another potent was the influence of the doe-
trine of the Caliphate, which the Turks resuscitated and conge-
quently, claimed the allegiance of all Muslims, including the
Arab subjects. These two factors induced the Arabs to remain
four centuries under Ottoman domination.

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, however, ex-
pansion of the Ottoman Empire was halted by superior European
Powers. Under a series of incompetent sultans, the Ottoman
administration deteriorated. The administration realized that
the general weakness and decline of the Empire stemmed also
from the degeneration and inferiority of the Ottoman army, It
was for this reason that the Ottoman administration subgcribed
to the idea 6f reform. The major objective was to halt European
intrusion. A period of reaction, however, followed the promut-
gation of reforms. It was motivated by the Muslim ‘Ulama’ and
various opportunists who were able to convince the Sultan that
the reforms were borrowed from the West; were anti-Islamic;
and would curtail the absolute power of the Sultan-Caliph. The
Western Powers who maintained a substantial influence follow-
ing the Crimean War insisted on constitutional reforms to pro-
tect the rights of the Christian minorities in the Empire, Thus,
the movement for reform initiated by the Ottoman administra-

tion reached its peak at the promulgation of the Midhat Consti-
tution and exercised significant influence on the people of the
Ottoman Empire. Ottoman exposure to Western institutions
and ideologies contributed to the rise of Turkish and Arab na-
tional congciousness resulting in Arab-Turkish estrangement
and affecting the relations between the two elements,

Arab-Turkish relations remained amicable, however, until
the Revolution of 1908, Following the Revolution, the Young
Turks of the Committee of Union and Progress gained the as-
cendancy and introduced a despotic rule. The Turkish nation-
alists controlled the Ottoman administration and attempted to
Turkify all elements in the Empire. This move, coupled with
the attempt to impose rigid centralization, alarmed the Arabs.
They were concerned about their language, heritage, and identity.
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LA REACTION POLITIQUE ET INTELLECTUELLE ARABE ENVERS L'EMPIRE
OTTOMAN A L'AUBE DU XXe SIECLE: QUELQUES CAS

par Randi Duguﬁihem .

Introduction

Lorsqu'on étudie la réaction arabe envers 1'empire ottoman dans la seconde
moitié du XIXe et au débup’du XXe siécle, 11 est essentiel de ne pas entreméler
les idées et les mouvements arabes de cette époque qui furent trés variés, aussi
bien en substance qu'en zone geographlque Cependant les relations -entre
provinces arabes etalent fréquentes et regulleres grace aux voyageurs. Sur le
plan culturel et polltmque, les éléves et les enseignants qui se déplacgaient
d'un centre d'enseignement & l'autre jouaient un rdle trés significatif dans la
diffusion eﬁ l'homogénéisation des idées a travers les provinceé arabes. Mais
d'autres voyageurs, tels que les commer¢ants, éexercaient eux aussi un rdle
non-négligeable dans ce domaine.

Le sujet est trop vaste pour &tre traité a fond dans une bréve communica-—
tion, mais il est possible d'exposer certaines idées, réactions, et mouvements
de 1'époque, notamment les réactions des Damascains, et plus particuliérement
des nptables vis-a-vis de la politique ottomane. Les Damascains, bien sfr, ne
réagissaient pas dané le vide, il y avait des contgcts a tous les niveaux entre
les communautés arabes dans'1l'empire ottoman. Il est donc évident que d'autres
capitales et centfes arabes entrent en cause eux aussi.

En dehors d'un certain nombre d'intellectuels et de notables arabes: qui
souhaitait une autonomie holitique et culturelle a 1l'intérieur de 1l'empire
ottoman, la majorité des Arabes ne °‘1mag1na1t pas des états arabes a l'extéri-
eur de l'empiﬁe ottoman musulman. La plupart de la population arabe, depuis
l'intellegentsia jusqu'aux paysans et petits ouvriers, considéréit ltempire
comme le leur. Cette identification devint plus intense a mesure gue 1'Europe
chrétienne empiétait économiquement et politiquement sur les territoires arabes.
De ce fait, malgré certaines différences avec les Turcs ottomans, les Arabes,
surtout les musulmans, s'accrochaient a i’gmpireb ottoman comme protecteur

définitif.
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relatively homogeneous dialect area as the
urban Levant and Egypt. Because of the way
Waltson organizes her material, comparative
information on this point for San‘dni is only
recoverable by a patient trawl through the
index, at the end of which one discovers that
there are six other major references in the book
to participial usage. More difficult still is
arriving at a complete picture of the division
of ‘semantic labour’ between the verb forms
as a whole, which is, again, an area of subtie
differences between dialects. It is not that the
information is not there, it is just that the
book’s overarching organizing principles some-
times get in the way of recovering it. The non-
linguistician user, on the other hand, even if he
already knows some Arabic, is likely to be
simply confused by some of the terminology.

Pace the above minor criticism (and no one
has yet devised a system of description and
organization which satisfies everyone), the great
joy of this book is in the huge quantity of
sentence examples extracted {rom natural
speech data. There is a wealth of material
covering every aspect of the dialect which will
prove of inestimable worth to other dialectolo-
gists. Some of the examples give tantalizing
glimpses of a women’s world which is rarely
exposed in data-based dialectology, in which
the informants tend overwhelmingly to be men.
It is a pity that the book’s already considerable
length presumably left no room for some
sample texts.

This excellent study is unhesitatingly recom-
mended to all in the field of Arabic dialectology,
and provides a long overdue syntactic comple~
ment to the essentially phonological and mor-
phological study done by Rossi more than 50
years ago. Dialectologists will look forward to
the author’s pedagogical grammar of San‘dni
which will be its companion volume in the
* Semitica Didactica’ series.

CLIVE HOLES

THoMmas Narr (ed.): Paths to the
Middle East: ten scholars look back.
xix, 360 pp. Albany, NY: State
University of New York Press,
1993, $16.95.

One might divide the history of academic
studies of the Middle East into that of three
generations. The first generation, born in the
pineteenth century, was that of the founders,
the true Orientalists, men (mainly) whose
training was usually in classical philology and
whose interest in the Middle East often came
from an interest in the classical civilizations
and religions. The second generation, born
during and after the First World War, might
be called the teachers, if for no better reason
than that unlike the founders they spent a good
deat of their time teaching in higher education.
Often under the umbrella of area studies, they
bridged the divide between the broad brush,
all-inclusive incursions of the Orientalist and
the specialized approach of the various aca-
demic disciplines. Most of them turned their
attention from the classical civilizations towards

the modern societies and states of the Middle
East and they oversaw the expansion of their
studies from a situation in which they were the
preserve and solace of the few to one in which
they were the full-time occupation of the many.
The third generation we might call the students
and it is now coming to dominate the field.
Their characteristic is that they were usually
trained in the various academic disciplines
which they subsequently applied to the Mid-
dle East.

This collection of autobiographical essays
describes the lives and academic odysseys of
ten of the teachers: Pierre Cachia, Albert
Hourani, J. C. Hurewitz, Halil Inalcik, Charles
Issawi, Ernest N. McCarus, George Makdisi,
Don Peretz, Dankwart A. Rustow and Farhat
Ziadeh, Between them they provide an excellent
picture of the growth of Middle Eastern studies
during the last 50 years from a position when,
as Peretz remarks, ‘the number of books
available was so small that a professor could
ask an advanced student to become familiar
with most works dealing with the contemporary
Middle East’, to the present situation when no
one can do more than try to keep up with the
flood of publications in their shrinking
specialisms.

A most valuable feature of the book is the
account of the ideas and influences which
shaped the intellectual and academic develop-
ment of the teachers: the inspiring (and occa-
sionally uninspiring) teachers whom they
encountered, the historical events, (especially
the Second World War), the burgeoning institu-
tional structures, the improved access to arch-
ives and materials of study, and the odd
chances which change a life, such as the casual
suggestion which turned Charles Issawi from
economics to economic history. One of the best
ways in which a teacher can introduce a student
to a problem is to place it in an historical
perspective showing how it was identified and
tackled in the past. There is no shortage of
examples here.

One notes several characteristics of the
teacher generation. Most of them had some
non-academic link with the Middle East, not-
ably that their parents came from the region if
they did not do so themselves. Nearly all grew
up with some facility in the regional languages
(and often several others); indeed, it is doubtful
whether any future generation will rival the
teachers in linguistic proficiency. Although
nearly all were to settle in one discipline (four
historians, three political scientists, one lan-
guage, one literature and one who successfully
combined law and language to the end), one
notes that their original training was in more
than one discipline and often they spent some
time investigating other approaches before
choosing the one in which they were to make
their greatest mark. As well as institutional and
financial pressures, this circumstance may have
influenced their readiness to adopt and promote
the area studies approach which became the
distinctive feature of the years when their
influence was at its height. Whether the area
studies approach will survive the advent of
*purer’ disciples of the disciplines or whether
the various branches of Middle Eastern studies
will eventually be separated and each annexed
as an integral part of the various academic

disciplines and of new non-regional branches
of study remains to be seen.

In conclusion one should add that much of
the pleasure of this book, at least for one aging
member of the student generation, is nostalgia.
It is good to be reminded of the great names
and events of .the past, of the scholarly
milestones and of the accomplishments of some
very notable men who in the natural course of
events -cannot be with us much longer. The
teachers did well and one hopes that when the
time comes for a new generation to remodel
the system of knowledge and ideas that they
built up it will be done with as much humility
and as much grace as the teachers brought to
the task of rebuilding the structures left by the
Orientalists. -

M. E. YAPP

EviezER TAUBER: The emergence of
the Arab movements. ix, 406 pp.
London: Frank Cass & Co. Ltd,,
1993. £35, $40 (paper £16.95, $20).
Idem: The Arab movements in World
War 1. xii, 322 pp. London: Frank
Cass & Co. Ltd., 1993. £35, $37.50
(paper £16.50, $20).

The two works under review are the first of
a projected series of books by Eliezer Tauber
on the origins of Arab nationalism, in the
Fertile Crescent and the Arabian peninsula in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centur-
ies. Both studies examine Arab political devel-
opments from an Arab, not European or
Ottoman, perspective. The emergence of the
Arab movements focuses on the Arab political
societies established in the Ottoman empire and
elsewhere between 1908 and the outbreak of
the First World War. The subject of this book
is the beginning of pan-Arab and local national-
isms in the Arab world, excluding Egypt and
North Africa. One of Tauber’s objectives in
writing the book was 1o refute the traditional
view of the pre-First World War Arab societies
as presented in George Antonius’s influential
work, The Arab awakening. Because of
Antonius, it has long been supposed that these
societies were all part of a unified Arab
nationalist movement that strove to realize
Arab independence from the Ottoman Empire.
Tauber demonstrates convincingly that political
developments in the Arab East between 1908
and 1914 were far more complicated than
Antonius’s version of them. Twenty Arab
societies were founded during that period to
provide political solutions to the problems of
the Arabs in the Ottoman empire. Tauber
divides these societies into four ideological
categories: Arabism, Lebanonism, Syrianism,
and lIraqism. He shows that only a small
minority of them developed a pan-Arab ideo-
Jogy that called for the secession of the Arabs
from the Ottoman empire and the creation of
an independent Arab state embracing the
entirety of the Arab East.
The Arab movements in World War [
examines the role of Arab separatist movements
in the Ottoman empire, Egypt, Europe and the

Americas during the First World War, Tauber
devotes a large part of the work to the activities
of Arab secret political societies before and
during the Arab revolt led by Sharif Husayn
of Mecca and his sons. Tauber makes an
excellent contribution to knowledge of the part
these societies played in the Arab revolt. Some
of the most interesting chapters concern rela-
tions between the lIragis, Syrians, Egyptians,
Hijazis, and Europeans who took part in the
revolt. Tauber’s research reveals that relations
were often tense between the Hashimites and
the members of the Arab societies who joined
the revolt. He also sheds much new light on
the little-known political activities of Lebanese
and Syrian émigrés in Egypt, Europe and
the Americas.

Tauber concludes that by the end of the
war, four ideological trends had emerged
among the Arabs of the Fertile Crescent. One
favoured the establishment of a single Arab
state embracing the entirety of the Fertile
Crescent and much of the Arabian peninsula.
Another called for the creation of a Syrian
state including all of present-day Syria,
Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine and Israel. A third
called for the establishment of an independent
Mount Lebanon. The fourth was the first
stirrings of an [ragi independence movement.
The pan-Arab movement led by the Hashimites
became the dominant trend during the war.
However, by the end of the war Syrian and
Lebanese movements had begun to gather
strength.

Both studies are based on a combination of
published primary sources in Arabic, mainly
memoirs and contemporary newspapers, British
and French archival sources, and secondary
literature in Arabic, English, French and
German. Tauber has made an extremely thor-
ough and painstakingly detailed examination
of the sources with which no other study can
begin to compare for thoroughness. His indus-
triousness has brought to light a wealth of new
information about the societies and their mem-
bers, and resulted in the most comprehensive
studies to date of the history of Arab national-
ism between 1908 and 1918. For this reason
alone, both books are essential reading for
students of this period.

However, Tauber’s thoroughness is both
the strength and weakness of the two books
under review. In his zeal to unearth and record
nearly every fact he could find, however minor,
Tauber swamps his readers with an avalanche
of detail that detracts from the interest and
importance of his subject. This kind of writing
makes for very tedious reading. Amidst the sea
of unsynthesized detail it is often difficult to
discern the larger sweep of political trends in
the Arab and Ottoman arenas to which the
detail relates. Even in the analytical sections of
both books, Tauber has more of a tendency to
recount facts than to analyse. This weakness is
particularly apparent in The emergence of the
Arab movements.

Both studies implicitly purport to present a
new interpretation of the events they describe.
Bul, except for a few brief footnotes and a
handful at most of remarks scattered through-
out the text, Tauber never explains the views
of other writers or how his interpretation of
the events and personalities he has studied
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Joseph Ward Swain, “The Theory of the Four Monarchies: Opposition
History under the Roman Empire,” Classical Philology, 356 (Jan.-Oct.,
1940), 1-21.

A. A. Vasiliev, “ Medieval Ideas of the End of the World: West-East,”
Byzantion, 16 (1042-43), 462-502.

Helmut Werner, “Der Untergang Roms,” Forschungen zur Kirchen und
Geistesgeschichte, Vol. 17, 1939.
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1.PREOCCUPATION WITH THE PAST. TRIBAL
AND INTERTRIBAL GENEALOGY

5. BLOOD REVENGE. RECORDS OF THE “DAYs.”

II.THE GREAT TURNING POINT

{.MONOTHEISM AND WORLD HISTORY

FUSION OF

Iv.THE TEMPER OF THE ERA

{.REMEMBRANCE OF THE ANCESTORS.

2. REMEMBRANCE OF ALLAH

3.A NEW EKIND OF GENEALOGY



Asian and African Siudies, 16 (1952, 59-94  Pringed in Israel , e St
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ISRAEL GERSHONI

THE EMERGENCE OF PAN-NATIONALISM IN EGYPT:
PAN-ISLAMISM AND PAN-ARABISM IN THE 1930s

Introduction

In August 1930, immediately afier his defense of the Palestinian Arabs before
the League of Nations Commission of Inquiry into the rights of the Jews and
Muslims at the Wailing Wall,} Muhammad ‘Ali ‘Alliba issued a public call 1o
Egypt to cease alienating itself from the Arab world and to take its place at the
head of the movement for Arab unity. “The first means for strengthening the tes
among the sister Arab countries,’ *Alliba declared, ‘is 1o 1ake radical measures
to extirpate the pharaonic concept (al-fikra al-firawniyya) from Egypt for the
simple reason that this is a sterite idea which cannot be realized.”? Egyprt’s
national, cultural, and political identity is Arab-Muslim, and not pharaonic at
all. "Alliba was convinced that the Egyptians were charged with the duty of
emphasizing and fostering their ‘true’ and ‘natural’ Arab Muslim identity —
their *living,” *breathing,’ *humanistic’ identity which is embodied in the Arabic
language and their Arab-Islamic historical culiural heritage.’ Hence the mission
of modern Egypt, contended ‘Allaba, was not ‘unhealthy provincialism’ and
1solation within the ‘*narrow boundaries’ of the Nile Valley, burt rather ‘the
carrying out of its mission in the Arab world,’ namely, the realization of Arab
unity by means of the creation of a single economic, culwral, social, and
eventually, political all-Arab framework. ‘He who wishes (o deflect Egynt from

b Filasgin, 20 Juty 1930, 5 August 1930; al-Farh, 5 Rabi* al-Awwal 1349 §~ 13, Muhummad *Ali

‘Alliba, Filastin wa-jardnhd — asbdb wa-naid'ij, Cairo 1954, pp. 5~6.

AL-Siydsa al-Usbidiyya, 9 August 1930: 11, See abo al-Mugatpam, 5 Augast 1930: 5;al-Faih, 19

Rubl" ul-Awwal 1349; 8.

3 Mubummad 'Ali *Alaba, "1 subil al-wshda al-*Arubiyya, af-Siydsa al-Usbi'iy e, 1% October
1%3u: 7, 25.

]

UUub-8281/82/0300-0U59$5.50 © 1952 The lnstitute of Middle Eustern Studics, Haifa
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HISTORY OF THE
Nationalisms in the Middle East
,MIDDLE EAST B | The Case of Pan-Arabism

YousserF M. CHOUEIRI

Edited by s
s : In the first half of the twentieth century, Middle Eastern nationalisms were lumped
s - s oL together and-treated as part of an undifferentiated phenomenon sweeping across the
YOUSSCf M Chouelrl : : : entire length of the continents of Asia, Latin America and Africa. More importantly,
5 these nationalisms were seen to be no more than political responses of western-
} educated elites to European expansionism and colonialism.
’ Moreover, French and British colonial scholarship tended to frown upon such
nationalisms, deeming their emergence to be either unfortunate, or undesirable in
y both their aims and methods. By contrast, American scholarship tended, at least in
} the initial stages of its development, to be more charitable, assigning to nationalism
positive cultural connotations and political significance, thereby holding it to
denote an earnest desire to join the modern world of independent nations. The
o) subtle, but problematic, European differentiations of various types of nationalisms,
often introduced for purely political purposes, tended to be blurred or assigned
no particular importance. Thus, the distinctions between liberal patriotism,
territorial nationalism and ethnic allegiances were all placed along the same spectrum
. 1 of positive human loyalties. However, by the early 1930s a more nuanced approach
U - . k. began to be deployed in order to account for the apparent persistence and growth
‘ ] of a number of Middle Eastern nationalist movements, be they Turkish, Iranian or
Arab: ' :
These movements centred on defined territories, and while addressing themselves
iy to particular ethnic communities, desired to fashion modern nation-states out of
'" countries that had been for centuries part of wider imperial domains. Moreover, their
territorial and political spaces were also home to sizeable minorities with a different
national agenda, )
T The Turkish heartland, for example, had been incorporated in the structures of the
Bogazici University Library . Saljukid and Ottoman empires before'it was reconfigured to form a national territory
““ ” "ll l“ I” ll"m "I m’ T in its own right. Persia — later to be designated Iran — had always formed, prior to its
SR emergence as a national entity, the nucleus of an imperial structure, such as the
; Safavid imperial state, or an integral part of other empires, including the ‘Abbasid
B or the Umayyad. As for the Arabs, their territorial fatherland did not become clearly
S IS delineated until the first half of the twentieth century. Moreover, this fatherland in its
 J Blackwell ‘ ‘ modern history, unlike Turkey or Iran, has never been unified into a single state with
(’) Publishing : L Sk the result that it has had to satisfy itself with a dual identity almost cqually shared by a
: - particular state and. thc entire ‘Arab homeland at the same time.

2065 (enden (WA —USA 5 25L-310
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210 Halil Imalcilkk

s ,la Yiiritkan-i Behram) paid 3564 akga shesp tax and personal ( bennak )
< J tax in the same period (one akga for two sheep ). Apparently, Turcoman
/AQ: Yiiriikks from the Saruhan area (the Gediz River valley) migrated into
: the Canakkale peninsula and the Marmara basin as far as Koca-eli

before the sixieeth century (57). The Yiiriikk groups of Kubaslar, for
example, or Saruhanlu were found in the nahiyet of Kizilca-Tuzla as
well as in the Saruhan province (58 a). In the Marmara area, Kubaslar
had their summer pastureland in the kadilik of Manyas, and their taxes
were included as those of the Behram Yiriks in the endowment of
Medina (58 b). Their move in this area from Saruhan apparently dated
back to the establishment of the pious foundation by Bayezid I ( 1389 -
1402) or even to an earlier date.

In later periods Kizilkegili settlements were found in the area (two
villages bore the name ).

In the Ottoman fiscal surveys mostly of the sixteenth century, Faruk
Siimer (60) found Turcoman groups of Cepni (in the nahiyet of Behram)
in our area, Afsar (din the Ayazmend and Kepsut areas), Karkin
(in Ezine), Eymir (Eymir) (in the Behram and Edremit areas),
Kinik, Biigdiiz and Igdir (in the Can area). Apparently, camel driving
Yiiritks existed among the Yiriiks of Karaca-Dag in the sandjak of
14 ~he government tried to keep them as a separate group from
ary peasant population. (61)
of the settlements in the area reflected a rather transitory
the process from nomadic (o the sedentary life as they were
i karye or kéy but simply oba which means a nomadic clan
ureland (62).
ie obas population is found settled in boliiks, a term also used
small tribal groups. It appears that most of the Turcoman
rrived in our area from Aydin and Saruhan., But at the same
nadic groups from eastern Anatolia too were encountered in

according to the early Ottoman surveys. For examiple, the
IRetca 2557p | our area must have migrated from eastern Asia Minor.
of Abi-Safi Kurds arrived in Geyve in 1487 and then, were
i into the Balkans and dispersed (63). Thus mobile elements,

'”/:“/"A‘\ “—A* g‘j} \ s, Kurds and Arabs could migrate to western Asia Minor
- > & had

tern Anatolia or the Syrian desert without great difficulty,

— . . - . .
s { — S when there were some economic attractions on this side.
(=23 = ol Halil INALCIK

B &) =)

1982 pfsw18-13025

University of Chicago

lu village near Yalova; Bagvekflet Archives, Defter-i Mufasgsal-i Kocaell,
dated 1034, p. 20; I have not seen Kemal Ozer, Balikesirde Yiriik ve
iirkleri, Bursa 1948; and K&mil Su, Balikesir Civarinda Yiiriik ve Turk-
Istanbul, 1938.

s - e
N ‘ , icen, op. cit., 97.
(wa/-/’J e, = (:;w endighar Evkat Defteri (sce note 14), 5b.
- ” 2 26,
a‘/'/é;\-l—'/u‘ (Tiirkmenler) - Tarihleri - Tegkilati - Destanlari, Ankara 1967, 424, 428,
- 443, 445, 447,

fan, Kanunlar, 22, dated 1576.

(in Mongol obak) in other Central Asiatic groups see : L. Krader, Soclal
aitior of the Momngol - Turkish Pastoral Nomads, The Hague 1963, 322;
«cent bibliography on the Yiirlik see Ingvar Svanberg, A bibliography of
tish-Speaking Tribal Yiiriiks, Urpsala- : Etnologiska Institutionen, 1982.
let Archives, Hildavendigar Defteri, no. 3, dated 892/1487, p. 876.
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THE AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT : THE INTELLECTUAL
ROOTS OF ARAB NATIONALISM

By T. Y, Ismail

Arab nationalism is a « loose » or « contestable » social concept in
that it has no fixed content. It is embodied in the writings, orations, as-
sumptions, beliefs, deeds, debates, learned tracts of those who have re-
garded themselves as partisans of the Arab Nation. Like many other
social concepts, it is useful insofar as its very vagueness enablss it to be
applied to a wide range of phenomena. Arab nationalism may be under-
stood for most purposes to be the Arab people’s aspiration for the reali-
zation of their political, cultural and historical identity in a territorially
defined national state in which they are free to shape their own destiny
and influence their environmenf. Nationalism in this sense derives from
the unity of the wataniyah and qawmiyah ; it refers both to the territory
and culture of the people. Arab nationalism is more than a mere chaotic
phenomenon with no inner logic and no gradations within ; it is best
regarded as a continuous dynamic process, a lving mosaic of themes,
beliefs and actions, and not as a definite and rigid oreed expounded by
theorists or politicians in words or deeds in a certain era.

This definition has several advantages : it is free from the connota-
tions of territorial self-aggrandizement and umperialism which are often
an integral part of traditional Furopean formulations of the term, rend-
cring them useless for the purpose of studying nationalism in the context
of the underdeveloped countsies. Secondly, it draws attention to the théme
of natiomal emancipation (which is so prominent in the nationalisms of
emergent peoples) and so comparatively neglected in Western nationa-
lisms, or in theoretical definitions of nationalism which draw heavily on
their expzrience of the West (1). It is noteworthy that the above defini-
tion is formal, as opposed to substantive : we could apply it with equal
justification to the nationalism of almost any emergent people, for it
does not specify any beliefs or doctrines to distinguish Arab nationalism
from the nationalisms of other peoples. It asserts the simple fact that
like others, the contemporary Arab peopls do believe in national unity
and freadom, a belief which has not always existed, has been expressed
in many diffarent ways and with varying degrees of conviction and ad-
mixture with other beliefs, and may not last forever. No one has yet
attempted to provide a substantive definition of Arab nationalism, a task
which would prove not only tedious and laborious, but also quite likely
misleading, fitting into a rigid conceptual mould something that is quite
indeterminate, displaying many variable and contradictory elemenis a:
thas same time. It is, therefore, best to forego such a calalogue definition
and by limiting ourselves at first to a skeletal understanding of Arab
Nationalism, attempt to give it flesh by an historical exposition.

(1) PFor an excellent, systematic and critical survey of Jeading tormuiations cof .
concepr, and an original attempt wo provide a universally applicable definitfon
and catcgorization, see A. D. Smith, Theoriez of Nationalism (London : Duck-
worth and Co. Ltd., 1971), pp. 153-210, For a useful, but far from exhaustive
account of the definitional problem, see Boyd C. Shaefer; Faces of Nalionalism
(New Ycrk : Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, Inc., 1972) «Problems of Meaningy,
pp. 3-21; for an alternative definition of Arab Nationalism, see 8. Haim, ed.,
Arab Nationalism : An Anthology 2nd ed. (Berkeley : University of California

291-28Y4
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In this chapter I have argued that the modern Arab world has been
passing through an age of ideology due to the depth and breadth of
social, economic, political, and cultural change. I have also tried to
show how psychological strain can provide an appetite for ideological
formulations. Finally, I discussed a number of variables that could
help us in understanding the rise and fall of ideologies. In the chap-
ters that follow I will draw on the various arguments presented here
as well as the historical record to try to provide a more meaningful
understanding of the different ideologies and ideological movements
of the Arab Middle East than can be provided by only one approach
or one mode of explanation. I do not claim to have provided a model
for predicting ideological change but only a framework within which
to search for questions and answers having to do with the content

and appeal of different ideologies.

PAUL SALEM
A
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30 Bitter Legacy

CHAPTER TWO

Arab Nationalism

The History of Arab Nationalism
Early Origins

Before the nineteenth century, politics in Arab-Islamic society was
largely a matter of religion and dynasties. The political system “made
political rather than cultural claims on the subjects. Loyalty to the Sul-
tan, payment of the tribute, and respect for peace and order were the
main demands of the state, any infringement of which would incur its
anger and rectification by force” (Harik 1972, 305). Increasingly in-
timidated by and impressed with the West, however, several Western-
influenced Arab and Turkish writers became convinced that national
patriotism was the secret of Europe’s success. They sought to convince
their audiences that national patriotism was the crucial missing ingre-
dient in the political attitudes of the Islamic world.

Rifaa Rafic al-Tahtawi, for example, was among the first group of
students sent to France by the progressive Egyptian Khedive, Muham-
mad Ali, and after spending the years 1826-1831 in Paris, he returned
enamored of the civilizational advances of Europe and dismayed at
the relative backwardness of Muslim lands. In a collection of reflec-
tions on Europe published in 1834, he insisted that Muslims had
much to learn from the Europeans even though Muslims still had the
upper hand in matters of religion because they followed the true re-
ligion of God's final Prophet. He sought to spread the sentiment of
national patriotism that he felt underlay the vigor and dynamism of
European societies and directed this patriotism toward Egypt as a na-

31
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206 Nationalism in a Non-National State
were published almost daily on page 3 of the Egyplian Standard beginning 18
September 1907, and ending 29 September 1907.

10. Egyptian Standard, 10 October 1907, p. I,
1907, p. 5.

1. Egyptian Gazeite, 2 March 1909, p. 3.

12. 1bid., 22 May 1909, p. 2. :

13, Ahmad Shafiq, Mudhakirati fi nisf garn, (Cairo, 1934), vol. 2, pt. 2, pp.
172-73.

14. Fgyptian Gazette, 8 March 1909, p. 3.

15. Shafig, op. cit., pp. 173-77.

16. Egyptian Gazetle, 6 July 1909, p. 2.

17. Shafig, op. cit., pp. 186-87.

18. Egyptian Gazeute, 12 February 1910, p. 3.

19. Mansfield, op. cit., p. 187.

20. Egyptian Gazette, 8 April 1910, p. 3.

21. Ibid.

22. Ibid., 13 April 1910, p. 3.

23, F.O. 800/47/299, Gorst to Grey, 10 April 1908.

24. Egyptian Gazette, 13 September 1910, p. 3.
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Rashid Khalidi

Arab Nationalism in Syria
The Formative Years, 1908-1914

It is generally agreed that modern Arab nationalism
first developed as a significant political movement in Syria in
the opening years of this century. Although the influence of
Syrian émigrés in Cairo on the rise of Arab nationalism can-
not be ignored, there can be little question that Syria was the
first scene of the expression of Arab nationalism as a mass
movement, with a considerable political impact, rather than
just a developing intellectual current.' For Syria (defined in
the context of this article as including modern Syria, Pales-
tine, Jordan, and Lebanon) during the years from 1908 until
World War 1 witnessed the growth of a political movement
without parallel until that time in the politics of the region.
This movement can, of course, be dismissed as a collection
of disgruntled members of the upper classes without any clear
political ideology, and with little popular support, particularly
in view of its ineffectiveness in opposing the Turks during the
opening stages of the war.” Nevertheless, as will be seen,
this movement for local reforms, for decentralization, for re-
sistance to the “Turkifying” Committee of Union and Progress
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If we examine the beginnings of Arab consciousness, we find that the first vague
stirrings occurred prior to the rise of Istam. During that pre-Islamic period, the
Arabian Peninsula was threatened by two powers, the Sassanians in the east and
Byzantium in the west, each of which tried to dominate the civilized borders of the
Peninsula.

The civilized principates and other states collapsed one after another and either
came under direct foreign domination (as in Iraq, Syria, and the Yemen) or relapsed
into tribal chaos. This wave of tribalism spread into the more civilized regions. The
Peninsula suffered from internal conflicts and fragmentation and passed through a
period of religious anarchy.

Amid this total chaos, Arab consciousness first appeared. It made its presence
felt in politics, society, and culture and prepared the way for a total renaissance.
Here, we are concerned with only a few of these aspects.

Arab consciousness began with the move toward replacing the many dialects
vith a unified literary language—a language that appeared first in poetry and
rystallized in the Quran. Historically, therefore, the Arabic language was the first
ommon denominator.

Arab consciousness also coincided with a kind of political renaissance, which
riginated when tribes living on the edges of the Peninsula began individually to fight
sith the Eastern and Western powers. (The Battle of Dhu Qar! and its consequences
n the northern part of the Peninsula are an example.) This renaissance was further
nanifested in the attempts to create a limited political sovereignty—as, for instance,
n the principality of Kinda.2

Commercial activities, which involved a certain measure of independence,
:nhanced the development of this social [i.e., national] consciousness. This in turn

produced a certain degree of unity and the diffusion of common social norms and
conventions. This consciousness was also apparent in a religious tension, religion
being an important social and ideological substructure. The Arab worship of
individual tribal gods was transformed into the worship of more universal gods and
into communal prayers at holy sites. With the development in the Yemen and Hijaz
of a form of early monotheism, there also arose a type of monotheism that was
connected neither with Byzantine-supported Christianity nor with Judaism, which
enjoyed some protection from the Sassanians. The believers in this creed looked

‘ABD AL-AZIZ AL-DURI

Reprinted by permission from Kemal H. Karpat, ed., Political and Social Thought in the
Contemporary Middle East (New York: Praeger, 1968), pp.33-37. Originally in Al-Judhur at-
tarikhiyya lil-qawmiyya al-‘arabiyya (Beirut: Dar al-‘ilm lil malayin, 1960), pp.10-14, 4142, 85,
91-92. Al-Duri is an Iraqi historian who taught for many years in Jordan.
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toward a sublime God transcending the local deities and called Allah in the western
Peninsula. They considered the various deities as intermediaries between the people
and Allah, and regarded the Ka‘ba, to which pilgrimage was made from all parts of
the Peninsula, as the House of Allah. Thus, the pilgrimage was another unifying
factor among the Arabs.

Hence, we observe a renaissance, not devoid of anxiety, but containing a
common consciousness and a new self-awareness—an awareness that lacked clarity,
organization, and guidance.

With the appearance of the Prophet and Islam, the Arab spirit burst forth and
the common consciousness reached its climax. The Prophet provided the leadership
and the total framework for this consciousness, and Islam furnished Arab
consciousness with a clear content and a well-defined direction. The movement was
therefore Arabic in language, habitat, and message-bearers. In essence, it expressed a
comprehensive Arab spirit. It rejected tribalism and all its attendant values and
ideals, and it provided a barrier against social and ideological anarchy. It sought
political unity, rejected fragmentation and servility, tended to evolve unified values
and ideals, and adopted a secular attitude toward life.

The Qur'an was revealed in Arabic. It struck a blow at all other dialects and
provided the Arabs with one language, the language of the Quran. This important
foundation of the nation was fixed. We can go even further and say that this new
movement guaranteed the perpetuation of linguistic unity when it added a new and
common dimension to the Arabic language.  Arabic became the greatest
denominator and [those who spoke it had] the proof of belonging to the Arab race.
The Arabs did entertain certain vague notions about a common stock and descent,
and this feeling of a unified origin crystallized in the well-known distinction between
Bedouin Arabs, genuine Arabs, and naturalized Arabs. But the new movement did
not encourage the perpetuation of vague lineage to old ancestors. It emphasized the
language, considering it as a total framework within which people might truly belong.
Thus, the Arab came to be distinguished from the non-Arab, and the most Arab of all
. peoples were regarded as those whose language most closely resembled that of the
5 Quran. Coming out into the world {i.e., out of the Peninsula], the Arabs carried this
.distinction with them.

The Arabs were unified through the Islamic movement and became “one
nation”. Although the term “nation” in this context may possess a religious
connotation, in fact it included only Arabs. Thus, we can say that in that period the
nation was an Arab nation. Islam provided this Arab nation with a humanistic
message that it carried throughout the world, and it gave the Arabs a comprehensive
foundation for the creation of a new society and a new civilization.

Thus, Arab consciousness and the Arab renaissance acquired significance
through Islam: one nation, one language, a historic message, and a common density.

For the first time, the Arabs emerged united onto the stage of history out of chaos,
fragmentation, and the conflict between the Sassanian East and the Byzantine
West....

We are concerned here with understanding how the Arabs met the challenge to
Arab consciousness and the Arab idea.

The attacks [of the Shu‘ubiyya] against the Arab heritage caused the Arabs all
the more tenaciously to embrace this heritage of wisdom in prose and poetry.? They
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Shu‘ubiyya ended with a compromise by which Arabs borrowed forms, expressions, ideas
and approaches, mainly from Persian, and in exchange assured respect for Arabic’ as lhé
lapguage of the Qur'an. In later days, the term implied divisive tendencies. See H.A.R.
Gibb, Studies on the Civilization of Islam, ed. William R. Polk and Stanford Shaw
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1962), pp. 12-13, 66-72; and R.A. Nicholson, 4 Literary History of
the ArfJbs (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1962). For other forms of the
Sh}l‘ublyya see Sami A. Hanna and George H. Gardner, “Al-Shu‘ubiyyah Up-Dated,”
Middle East Journal, XX (Summer, 1966), 335-51. See also ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Duri a)—
Jud.hur al-tarikhiyya fi al-shu‘ubiyya (The Historical Roots of the Shu‘ubiyya Movem,enl )
(Beirut: Dar al-tali‘a, 1962), and pp. 80-86, below.

The title bears the name of the compiler, Mufaddal al-Dabbi (d. 786). Th igi i
was al-Mukhiarat (Selections). @ ) The original tide
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The Historical Foundations of Arab Nationalism

SAMIR AMIN
I. Prologue

Arab public opinion is very sensitive to everything that happens in Palestine. How
could that not be so? From the Atlantic shores of Morocco to the Persian Gulf, from
the Mediterranean to the middle of the Sahara and the Upper Nile, one hundred
million speak the same language, listen to the same radio broadcasts, read the same
books, watch the same films. They were all oppressed by the same European
imperialism in the recent past. Nevertheless, when one asks of them, *What is your
nationality?”, not one answers spontaneously “Arab”, but rather “Moroccan”,
“Egyptian” or “Yemeni”. Do they form one nation, the Arab nation, as the
ideologists of contemporary Arab nationalism suggest—even if that nation is only in
the process of being formed—or fifteen different, though related, nations, as
orthodox communism maintained for many years? Is the attachment to Palestine
only of a sentimental nature, or is it based on an awareness of a political solidarity in
the face of imperialism and Israel?

The problem of the nation in the Arab world is not a question of
dogma—bourgeois or marxist; nor is it a question without significance which serves
only to disguise the fundamental problems of liberation from imperialist
exploitation, For the framework within which class struggle occurs is a national
framework and the oppression of the peoples of the region is not only economic, but
national.

For a long time we have had the habit of confusing the national experience with
one of its expressions, that which resulted in European history, where relatively
homogeneous nation-states gradually formed. These states were administratively
and politically centralized, and were economically unified by the development of
capitalism. The bourgeoisic played a decisive role of unifier in the historical
emergence of these nations, of ruling class and of ideological production. The
definition which Stalin gave of the five conditions of the nation sums up this
historical experience.

When one leaves Europe, one recognizes the inappropriateness of the concepts
on which the Stalinian theory of the nation was based. This theory presumes that the
nation is a social phenomenon produced by capitalism, or even more precisely by
local capitalism, in the sense that it is the local bourgeoisie that founds the nation.
Thus there would be no nations outside the center of the world capitalist system,
where the bourgeois revolution has established the national power of the local

From Samir Amin, La nation arabe: nationalisme et luttes de classes, Paris, Editions de Minuit,
1976, pp.11-38. Reprinted by permission. Translated from the French by N.S.Hopkins. Samir
Amin is a French-trained Egyptian economist, now director of the African Institute for
Economic Development and Planning, Dakar, Senegal.
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Ulrich W. Haarmann

IDEOLOGY AND HISTORY, IDENTITY AND
ALTERITY: THE ARAB IMAGE OF THE TURK
FROM THE “ABBASIDS TO MODERN EGYPT

This article is dedicated to the memory of
Alexander Schilch, who is remembered by his
friends and colleagues as a man of rare quality and
exemplary scholarship.

A “nation” has been cynically but not inaptly defined as a society united by a
common error as to its origin and a common aversion to its neighbors.'

I

At the end of the 1950s Khalid Muhammad Khalid, whose importance for the
history of modern Islamic thought and sentiment can hardly be overestimated,
propagated the rather preposterous thesis that the terms “tyrant” (derived from
Greek tyrannos) and “Turan,” the customary (Persian) word used for the
homeland of the Turks, were etymologically and, as a corollary, also seman-
tically akin.” What was so irritating about this anti-Turkish libel was not so
much its insipidity as the reaction or, more to the point, absence of a reaction to
such and similar statements in the Arab public. The lonely voices of historians
such as Salah al-Din al-Munajjid’ and Abdallah Laroui,” who from very
different ideological vantage points chided their Arab audience in the late 1960s
for foolishly blaming all their troubles on the Turks, remained unheeded for a
very long time.’

Only in the last ten to fifteen years has this situation changed. Turks and
Arabs are gradually beginning to realize that mutual feelings of hatred and
inferiority are products of the past and that a serious occupation with this
common past is required if a new beginning in the relations between these two
peoples is to be successful, not only on the economic and political but also on
the emotional plane. Turks tend to be particularly sensitive to criticism of their
role in Arab history. And many Arab intellectuals persistently refuse to see the
elements of prejudice and exaggeration in their own traditional attitudes toward
the Turks.

The subject of the following paper will be the image of the Turk as it
developed among the Arabs through the centuries and the effects this image had,
and continues to have, on the self-image of" both peoples even today. My
arguments will be restricted to the realm of ideology. My contention is that in
this sphere of transferring, and rationalizing, historical experience into attitudes,

© 1988 Cambridge University Press 0020-7438/88 $5.00 + .00
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98 ARABIC AND ISLAMIC THEMES

(stands in relation to) its shadow: How (do we expect) the shadow to
be straight if the pole is crooked?!

The giant mind of al-Ghazali dominated the course of orthodox
thought for centuries after his death, in education no less than in
theology. His insight into the theory and practice of education is that
of one who himself was a great teacher besides being a great thinker.
Practically all the literature on education that was written after his
death down to the period of modern revival is either derived from or
inspired by his writings.2 It is therefore unnecessary to parade the
same ideas of guidance expressed in different, and often less eloquent
language.

1 Tbid., p. 63.
2 See the writer’s article ‘Arab Fducation under the Caliphate’ in the Islamic

Review, June 1954, p. 18.
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FROM ISLAM TO ARAB NATIONALISM
with special reference to Egypt and Syria

T

The co-existence today of Judaism, Christianity and Islam in the
lands of their origin is due in no small measure to a tolerant Islam.
As the last and most militant of the three it did not seek, in an age
of intolerance, to eliminate its predecessors and rivals. Not only
had it no positive policy of suppression when it was at the height of
its political power, it had in fact a positive one of co-existence.

From the beginning caliphs and military commanders made special
allowance for the protection of their Jewish and Christian subjects,
and contrary to popular belief Islam was not imposed upon them
at the point of the sword or indeed by any systematic means. On
the contrary, Jews and Christians were immediately recognized as
ahl al-kitab (the people of the book), to whom earlier divine messages
had been sent through God’s prophets. Although according to the
Muslim view these messages had been corrupted, there was still a
residue of truth which deserved respect.

But as the final divine message to mankind, Islam came to correct
and perfect these previous messages. Hence there was no question
of absolute equality with its predecessors. At any rate the notion
of religious equality is of fairly recent origin, and even in our own
times it is still an ideal which is seldom attained. But barring conces-
sion of equality to other religions Islam was tolerant of them, both
in theory and in practice. It is true that practice had occasionally
fallen below the standards of theory, but its validity was irrevocable
because it is enshrined in the divine revelation itself.

It is clear then that the doctrine of religious tolerance in Islam
has an idealistic origin. When it was first proclaimed and practised
in the seventh century A.D. it must have appeared in sharp contrast
to the contemporary fanaticism, interdenominational strife and
persecution amongst the Christians themselves in the Byzantine
Empire. As a measure of practical politics the Islamic doctrine of
religious tolerance was amply vindicated by the ready welcome of the
Muslim armies by the Christians and Jews in Syria and elsewhere in
the Near East.

Hence it is fallacious to allege, as it has recently become fashion-
able to allege, that ‘the people of the book’ were treated by the
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Reflections on Arab Nationalism

EFRAIM and INARI KARSH

Arab nationalism, namely the idea that the ‘Arab world’ is a ‘single
homogeneous whole [stretching] from the Atlantic Cicean to the Persian
Gulf’ and that Arabs constitute ‘a single nation bound by the common ties
of language, religion and history’, has dominated the Middle Eastern
political discourse for the most part of this century.’ The notion of the
territorial nation-state, of one’s loyalty to a sovereign state, has been given
but a short shrift as a temporary aberration destined to be redressed before
long. As Walid Khalidi summed it up some two decades ago:

The Arab states’ system is first and foremost a ‘Pan’ system. It
postulates the existence of a single Arab Nation behind the facade of
a multiplicity of sovereign states. In pan-Arab ideology, this Nation is
actual, not potential. The manifest failure even to approximate unity
does not negate the empirical reality of the Arab Nation. It merely
adds normative and prescriptive dimensions to the ideology of pan-
Arabism. The Arab Nation both is, and should be, one.

From this perspective the individual Arab states are deviant and
transient entities; their frontiers illusory; their rulers interim caretakers
or obstacles to be removed. Champions of pan-Arabism speak in the
name of vox populi. Their mandate is from the entire Arab Nation.
Before such super-legitimacy, the legitimacy of the individual state
shrinks into irrelevance...explicit or transparent raison d'état is
heresy.?

Nevertheless, despite a century of sustained intellectual and political efforts,
Arab nationalism has made precious little headway towards its ultimate goal
of unifying the ‘Arab nation’, generating a plethora of explanations by both
critics and apologists of the idea. Some have attributed this failure to the
incompatibility of the Western concepts of statehood and nationalism with
the Middle Eastern reality;’ others, to the machinations of Western
imperialism which (allegedly) carved the Middle East in the wake of the
First World War into artificial entities in accordance with its self-serving
interests and in complete disregard of the wishes and needs of the ‘Arab
nation’;* still others, to the selfish narrow-mindedness of the individual
Arab regimes; to the lack of social, economic, political, and at times
religious self-awareness among the Arab elites and masses alike; or to the
transformation of the Middle Eastern international system over the past few
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From Ottomanism to Arabism: The Origin
of an Ideology

C. ERNEST DAWN

Since 1918 the doctrine that the Arabs are a nation and that nationality is the
basis of politics has come to be accepted by a very large majority of Arab
political leaders and of at least the lay intellectuals. The espousal of this
doctrine by a people who are predominantly Muslim in religion is a develop-
ment of revolutionary significance, since for many centuries Muslims viewed
the state in terms of religion and dynasty. Muslims have recognized the
existence of distinct peoples or nations since the time of Muhammad. Indeed,
Islam in its first century or so was the peculiar religion of the Arab nation,
and to become a Muslim was to join the Arab nation as a dependent person.
This system proved unworkable, however, and in the end Islam became the
supreme bond which superseded nationality.!

The state in Muslim theory existed to enforce the shari%h, the law which
God had sent to man through His messenger, Muhammad. Originally, it was
held, the torality of the Muslims constituted a congregation, who ought to be
joined together under the rule of one monarch, the caliph, or successor to the
Prophet Muhammad, who was God’s first viceroy on earth under Islam. After
some centuries during which actuality was close to theory, the caliphate
broke up, leaving the Muslims governed by a variety of dynasts or sultans. In
theory, the shari‘ah remained to give unity to the Muslim congregation, and
any ruler who enforced the shari‘ah was a legitimate ruler, regardless of how
he had attained power.

Such was the natare (in theory) of the Ottoman Empire, the state sovereign
in most of the Arab lands after 1517. The Arabs of southwestern Asia and of
Egypt accepted the rule of the Turkish Ottomans, at least nominally, for four ‘
centuries. But by the end of the nineteenth century a few Ottoman Arab
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lay all the blame upon men who are suffering the common fate of all
revolutionaries when they confront the actual necessities of the
exercise of power. It may well seem, indeed, that in the present state
of affairs and of ideas in the Middle East, the army remains the only
instrument of popular aspiration that is capable of bringing about a
social democracy. For the efforts of eminent civilians to promote
political democracy have almost everywhere, and particularly in
Egypt, been scattered in a defeat which is also, in some measure,
that of the liberal West.
June, 1957

Postscript. This paper was not intended for publication. It took
shape as a working memorandum, prepared, with the help of our
colleagues of the Centre for Documentation and Synthesis, for use
at a seminary held at St. Anthony’s College, Oxford. It was written
in view of the participation, in that interesting meeting, of the Study
Centre for Foreign Politics.

That is the reason for the somewhat elliptical character of the
exposition, which was meant to raise questions and serve as a basis
for discussion, rather than to formulate any judgments of value.
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ARAB NATIONALISM

In Search of an Ideology

by NISSIM REJWAN

* I

WRITING IN 1942, Professor H. A. R. Gibb lamented the fact that
he had not yet seen a single book written by an Arab of any country,
in any Western language, that made it possible for a Western student
to understand the roots of Arab culture. More than that, he said he
had ‘not seen any book written in Arabic for Arabs themselves which
has clearly analysed what Arab culture means to the Arabs’. In 1956,
another prominent Arabist, Professor G. E. von Grunebaum, of
Chicago University, deplored the fact that the Arab-speaking world
of today had not been able to develop ‘an adequate self-image—
adequate in the sense that it could reconcile emotional purposiveness
with a reasonable respect for facts’.

There is no doubt that these statements still remain largely true,
though not altogether so. It is true that no Arab has yet analysed the
meaning of Arab culture to Arabs themselves, and that a balance
between Arab emotional purposiveness and a sufficient respect for
the facts is yet far to seek. Yet the student of Arab culture today
cannot help being impressed by a new phenomenon. For to the con-
temporary Arab intellectual, Arab culture has become epitomized in
one comprehensive concept—that of Arab nationalism. And within
the limits of that notion there are fairly sincere attempts to pay
attention to facts. No Arab today gives a thought to defining the
meaning or analysing the content of Arab culture because he sees no
reason for doing so. The unity of Arab culture, its content and prin-
ciples, are taken for granted. The controversies which raged, only a
decade ago, about what constitutes Arab culture, whether the Arabs
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Kastm 2000'de Beyrut'ta sergilenen "Arap Riiyasi" adli miizikalin,
organizatorleri dahi sagirtacak derecede ilgi gérmesi (MUSTAFA, 2000: 1), Arap
milliyetciligi konusu iizerindeki tarhgmalara huz kazandirdi. Arap diinyasinda
baglayan ve "yeniden dirilmeyi" giindeme getiren bu tartigmalarmn slogan
diizeyinde kalmasinm ve gegmigin Arap entellektiiellerinin goriiglerinin
akademik cevrelerde hicbir katki olmadan canlandirilmasinin nedenleri
konusunda diiglinmek, Arap milliyetcilifi agismndan gelinen noktay: tespit
etmek agisindan oldukga 6nemlidir.

Gelinen noktays, geligim siirecini incelemeden anlamak miimkiin
olmadign diigliniildtiginde ve teorik bir gergevenin de zorunlulugu dikkate
alindiginda, bu galigmanmn birkag béliimden olugmast kagirulmazdi. Elbette
temel amag, Arap milliyetgiligi kavraminun siire¢ ve bugiin itibariyle iceriksel
belirlenimidir. Bunun yaninda, Bati deneyiminde "millet" ve "milliyetcilik"
kavramlarinin incelenmesi ve bu cergevede, sbzli gegen kavramlarin Arap
diinyast agisindan 6neminin ihmal edilmesi de miimkiin degildi.

1. Millet ve Milliyetcilik Kavramian {izerine Kisa Bir Degerlendirme

"Millet" kavramini aciklama ¢abalarindan elde edilen, iizerinde anlagma
saglanabilmis ortak bir tanimlamaya gidilemedigi sonucu olmustur. Daha dogru
bir ifadeyle, farkh iilkelerde farkh pratiklerle igeriginin belirlendigi dikkate
almdiginda millet; W. Connor i¢in ortak ideoloji, ortak miiesseseler ve adetlerin
yaninda toprak unsurunun da 6n plana gktigi bir kavram iken (CONNOR,
1994; 37), E. Gellner ise kiiltiir ve hissin ¢nemine igaret etmektedir. Buna gore,
"diislinceler, isaretler ve cagrigimlar, davranig ve iletisim bigimleri sistemi"”
anlamna gelen kiiltiiriin paylagimi ve ayni millete mensubiyet hissinin varhigi
yeterlidir (GELLNER, 1992: 28). Ya da millet, "hayal edilmig bir siyasal
topluluktur" (ANDERSON, 1995: 20) veya E. Hobsbawm'in yaklasimi
dogrultusunda, nesnel ve dznel tarumlar tatmin edici olmadif i¢in bu alanda
benimsenecek en iyl tutum bilinemezciliktir ve a priori bir tarumda
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bulunmaktansa bir baglangi¢ varsayimu olarak "kendilerini bir milletin iiyeleri
goren yeterli biiyiikliikteki insan topluluklar: bu halleriyle millet" olarak kabul
edileceklerdir (HOBSBAWM, 1995: 23-24).

Tanimlama girisimlerinde ortaya ¢kan farkhibiklar, milleti olugturan
unsurlarin belirlenmesinde de s6z konusu olmaktadir. Uzerinde en ¢ok durulan
unsur olan dil, M. Guibernau'ya g6re milli bilincin olugmasinda en 6nemli
faktorlerden biridir. Zira, bir milletin icinde kalabilmenin temel &l¢iiti dildir.
Giinkii, "anlamama" veya "anlagilmama", yani "yabanci" olmanin temel sorunu
iletisim kurma yetersizligidir ve bu durum bir milletin disinda kalmak igin
yeterlidir (GUIBERNAU, 1997: 120). Benzer gekilde E. Balibar ve 1. Wallerstein'a
gore de dil, bireyleri her an fiili hale gelebilecek bir kékene baglama fonksiyonu
ile etnikligin tiretilmesinde 6nemli bir etkendir (BALIBAR / WALLERSTEIN,
1993: 122). Oysa, milliyetgilik konulu akademik galismalarin kurucularindan biri
olarak kabul edilen H. Kohn'a gére milletin olusumunda dil, Herder ve Fichte
tarafindan one siriildiigi kadar onemli degildir. Ciinkii, Isvigre ve Latin
Amerika iilkeleri dikkate alindiginda farkli dilleri konugan topluluklardan
tesekkiil etmig milli devletlerin bulundugu goriilecektir (KOHN, 1969: 14).

Kiiltiir ve tarih birligini de milletin temel unsurlann arasinda
degerlendiren goriisler mevcut olsa bile, s6zii gegen kavramlarin igeriginin
geriye doniik bir edimle ve belirli bir siyasi amag cercevesinde belirlenebilir
oldugu dikkatten kagmamalidir (EROZDEN, 1997: 110). Ayrica, E. Gellner'in de
belirttigi gibi, kiiltiirel farkhiliklarin insanlik tarihinde ¢ok fazla yer edindigi, bu
farkliliklarin siird{igii ve kiiltiirel sinirlarin ¢ok zaman belirginsizlestigi de goz
Ontine alinmalidir. Yayginlagmis egiim ve iletigim sistemleri sayesinde
standartlagmug st kiiltiirlerin, milli kimlii ortak bir kiiltiirle tarumlacig
sOylenebilir veya bireylerin ancak ortak bir kiiltiirle tarimlanan birimlerde
yasayabilir olduklar1 ve kiiltiirel g¢ogulculugun gilincel kosullarda gegerli
olmadigy ileri siiriilebilirse de, bunun her zaman béyle oldugunu sdylemek bir
hayli gtictiir (GELLNER, 1992: 103-104).

Benzer sekilde soy birliginin de milleti meydan getirmede ne derece etkili
oldugu tartigmalidir. Zira, modern hayatin mobilizasyonu ve tarihin biiyiik
goOcleri sayesinde soy birligi kalmamugtir (KOHN, 1969: 14). Ayrica, wk
bakimindan homojen millet tamimlamasi, ¢agdas devletlerin g¢ogunlugunun
etnik homojenlige sahip olmadiklari dikkate ahndiginda, uygun bir niteleme
degildir (PFAFF, 1994: 16).

Son olarak din kurumunu ele almak miimkiindiir. Ancak, E. Er6zden'in
de belirttigi gibi, 6zellikle biiyiik dinlerin evrensel mesajlart millet ve milli
devlet gibi kavramlan diglamaktadir. Ustelik millet, modernlesme siireci ile
birlikte ortaya ctkmus ve modernlesmenin temel dinamiklerinden biri olan
dinyevilesmeyi icsellestirmigtir. Yine de, dinin kimi milletlesme siireclerinde
yadsmamayacak bir dneme sahip oldugu gdzden kagnlmamahdir (EROZDEN,
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Arab Nationalism and Islam  poee,

(Djamal ‘Abd-an Nasir and His Attitude to Islam)

Josef Muzikd#, Praha

The incorporation of Islam into political programmes Ge=&et fines as
an important factor is characteristic of the majority of tendencies: and
trends having to do with Arab nationalism. Some theoreticians even list
religion as a constitutive and determining factor, while most theoreticians
include it in the category of traditions, Arab culture or the Arab mission.

At the time when nationalism was turning into an important political
and social factor in western Europe, religion there was weakened by
the development of towns, commerce and industry. Nationalism in that
region became the political movement of the emerging bourgeois class,
whereas in the Arab countries the bourgeoisie, which was concentrated
for all practical purposes almost exclusively in the arts and crafts and
in trade, was relatively weak and also had to face the intrusion of the
colonial powers, which led not only to economic exploitation but, gra-
dually, through the disruption of those countries’ feudal structure, to
a deep crisis in Islam as well. There appeared increasing doubts con-
cerning the correctness of its basic dogmas. The first reaction to colo-
nialism was a call for better morality and the explanation of the decay
of the Arab countries was generally sought in a decay of morals. This
was quite natural, considering the fact that the ruling social ideology
was a religious one. And because efforts toward a reform and renascence
of Islam were proceeding parallel with a& growth of nationalistic ten-
dencies, ethnical and psychological aspects often played a foremost role
in the nationalism of the Arab countries of the Middle East. Many Arab
nationalists, and later also the advocates of so-called Arab socialism,
often presented themselves as heralds of a higher morality and they con-
sidered moral consciousness as the only correct pé.th toward national
awakening. This emphasis on ethics, faith, consciousness and moral
re-education of the people as the basis of their ideology will undoubt-
edly for a long time remain symptomatic of both these trends. - '

. One of the first theoreticians of Arab nationalism, Kustantin Zurayq
considered religion the most important force inherited from the pastl
Edmond Rabbat identifies himself with the concept of a nation outlined
by Renan: “a nation is a soul, a spiritual principle ... to share the com-
mon glories of the past, to have a common will in the present, to have

done great things together, to want tc go on doing them, such are the

1 gylvia G. Haim (ed.), Arab Nationalism {An anthology selected and edited with
an introduction by Sylvia G. Haim, University of California Press}, Los Angeles 1962,
p. 167.
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Arab Nationalism and Islam (Part II)

Josef Muzikd#, Praha

5. Nasser's Views on Socialism and Their Relation to Islamic
Socialism

Whereas the proponents of Islamic socialism have strived to make mo-
dern society adapt itself as much as possible to the traditional idgas
contained in the Koran, Nasser used Islam as the form for expressing
the requirements and needs of contemporary society. Let us compare,
in this connection, the views of Mustafa as-Sibal and the Libyan leader,
Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdh&fi, with Djamal “Abd-an-Nasir’s ideas.

The basic work by Mustafa as-Sibaci, ‘Islamic Socialism’%® was publish-
ed in a great number of copies, with Nasser’s porirait, and the idea
was spread that the opinions in it were in principle Nasser’s own. (

Mustafd as-Siba“ further developes and comments on the ideas of
Djamal al-Afghani for whom ‘socialism is part and parcel of the religion
of Islam’.%® For Nasser, on the other hand, Islam is a part of the struc-
ture of modern society which is mainly characterized by a socialist sy-
stem of distribution, while its profile consists of a large number of other
factors which are at least on the same level with Islam. The most con-
vincing proof of this is the Charter in which the necessity of revolution,
true democracy, industrialization, production, the significance of human
labour, Arab unity, the class character of the Egyptian society and the
indispensable need for acquiring other nations’ and societies’ experien-
ces are discussed. Nasser adopted, on the whole, the idea of social de-
velopment in modern history. For Mustafa as-Siba®i, nothing basically
new exists in history. All that takes place in history are only movements
closer to or farther away from the values of the original islam. Even
communism is, according to him, an adaptation of the early Islamic
Ismaili heresy against the orhodox creed. »

In some of Nasser’s statements, science comes out as the basic factor
and driving-force of historical development. “Knowledge is the driving-
force in the forthcoming epoch; it is in fact the true liberty.”7

He incessantly emphasized the need for linking Islam with the ex-
perience and findings of the contemporary era. ‘A mind open to all
human experience’, on which it draws to its benefit, is described in the

8 The work of Mustald as-Siba‘i, Ishtirakiyat al-Islam, Al-Qahira 1962 was in only
four months sold out in 120,000 copies which represents one third of the press
production of the Egyptian Arab Republic at that time. Cit. according to Anouar Abdel
Malek, Egypte, société militaire, p. 296, Paris 1562.

88 Sami Hanna, G. H. Gardner, op. cit.,, p. 52. .

70 president G. Abdel Nasser’s Speeches, 1958. Address at Cairo University, December
21, 1958, p. 337.

Charter as a guaranfee of an essential source of revolutionary accom-
plishments” and the basic motto of Nasser’s political orientation.

Nasser’s conception of Arab nationalism and Arab socialism is much
less ethicized. He highly appraised spiritual and ethical values and prin-
ciples, but at the same time he did not fail to emphasize the significance
of science, technology and revolutionary practice. For Nasser, Islam
played a decisive role with regard to the formation of the style of living
of the individual, whereas the social sphere, economy and social re-
lations were as a rule guided and directed by him according to methods
which were sither strongly influenced by or adopted from technolo-
gically and economically advanced countries.

A highly important difference was that Nasser judged the society of
Egypt and the other Arab countries not only according to the criteria
of Islam but mainly according to their attitude to the twentieth century
and to industrially advanced countries. A task for the Arabs which was
given prominence in his considerations was the need to catch up with
era of steam and electricity, which they had missed.”?

He also never linked his conception of socialism so closely to Islam
as has Muammar al-Qadhdhafi who has most recently presented himself
as the only safeguard of Nasserism. It is sufficient to quote his following
statement: “We say our nation is proud of being the first to introduce
a sound socialism to the world because the Holy Koran laid down the
principles of social justice, which are adopted by the Federal State. The
Holy Koran advocated Socialism long before Marx and Lenin... We
were the first to establish human norms. We were the pioneers of astro-
nomy, medicine, education, humanities and human ideals. It was Islam
that has established a social and economic system that is far better
than anything else that has been or will be advocated by philosophers
and scientists until doomsday.””?3

Nasser, too, sometimes linked closely with Islam, but never to such
an extent, and he usually did so on special occasions — when addressing
Moslem organizations or the Yemenites during that country’s civil war.

For Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi, Islam is the mould:in which science and
culture are shaped, whereas for Nasser, science and modern culture
were the moulds of Islam. In the course of the so-called cultural revo-
lution in Libya, a purge of libraries was started and all books whick

71 Al-Mitag, op. cit., Chapter 1, General View, p. 13.

2 President G. Abdel Nasser’s speeches and press interview, 1958. Address at
Cairo University, December 21, 1958, p. 338. (“In fact, our Arab people have missed
two of the most important developments that affected the whole of mankind, I mean
development in the fields of steam and eleciric power. At the time the world was
entering upon the steam age, we were still dominated by Mediaeval Ages phantasms,
while on the advent of the electric age we had hardly begun taking the first steps
away from those illusions. Thus we have missed much of the great advantages obtained
by the nations which had preceded us on the road to civilisation and been able to
enjoy all the benetfits derived from these two momentous developments.”)

75 The speech of Colonel Muammar el Qathafi, On the Second Anmniversary of
the September 1st Revolution. Tripoli 1971, p. 13—14.
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Dogenetlik tezinin adi :
n XIX ve XXe Asirlarda Tiirk-Arap Munasebetlen Isiganda Arap Millkyet—

¢ilik Hareketio ™

Bir giris ve alti ana boliimden meydana gelmig olan tez, sekiz vesika
ve eklerle tammlanmektadire Girig bolilmiinde 4 bibliografya ve batida yapilan
calismelara kaynak tegkil etmig olan eserler tamitilmgiire I.' plimle, Osmanli
devietinde Tirk-Arap ve diger unsurlarin aralarindaki minisebetlerin temelleri
tizerinde durulmsture II. boliimde ise,> XIXe asrin sonlarinda Arqp {lkelerinde
rilliyetgilik cereyami ve adem-i merkeziyetgilik sisteminin faaliyetleri ele '
alinmgtire DiZer 'bolumlerde ise, Arap iilkelerine karsy defisik b1r sistemin
t=%bik edilmesi ‘-Osmanla devletlm.n b51lgedeki otoritesinin zaylflamsz.mn sebaj)-
leri ile aradali minasebetlerin kopmasi ve Osmanli idaresine karsy éraplarin
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Tezi Yon.: Do¢.Dr. Cevdet KUCUK
Kabul Tarihi: 16.9.1987 s
(Yakin¢ag Tarihi)

Osmanli Devleti hakimiyeti altinda yagsayan etnik gruplar,
szellikle son devir tarihimizde nemli rol oynamuglardir. Bu tezin konu-
sunu olusturan etnik grup Araplarin devlet kuruculan olan Tirkler ile
miinasebetleri de o dénemin 6nemli olaylarindandir.

Aragtirmanin birinei bglimiinde, Arap milliyet¢iliginin dogusu,
Megrutiyet dénemindeki durumu verilmektedir. Tkinci bélimde ise, bu
hareketin olusma ve tegkilatlanma dénemi olan 1908-1914 yillan
arasindaki olaylar esas ahnarak fttihat ve Terakki'nin Araplara kars:
tutumu anlatilmaktadir. Son bélimde, Araplarin milliyet¢i amaglarla
teskilatlanmalari, bu tegkilatlarn bnemi ve Araplar tizerindeki etkileri
- incelenmektedir. ' ~ '
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AL-FATAT

karta or Surakarta ( Javanese names, both
meaning “victorious and prosperous” and
of Sanskrit—not Arabic—etymology).

Javanese legends ascribe the conquest
of Sunda Kalapa to Sunan Gunungjati,
one of the Nine Saints (wali sanga) who are
traditionally said to have brought Islam
to Java. Portuguese sources refer to a per-
son whom they call Falatehan, Faletehan,
or Tegaril—clearly clumsy representa-
tions of some indigenous name or names.
Aspects of the Portuguese information
resemble the Javanese legends regarding
Gunungjat.

There have been several attempts to
unravel the confusion of names here, nota-

bly by Hoesein Djajadiningrat, and by

H. J. de Graaf and Th. G. Th. Pige-
aud. It is possible that this Falatehan
was actually named Fadlilah Khan or
Fatahillah. With no scholarly resolution
of the matter being possible, the latter
name has been rendered effectively the
official version by Indonesian authorities.
Hence, the historic centre of old Bata-
via, with its restored eighteenth-century
Dutch town hall, is now known as Fata-
hillah Park (Taman Fatahillah). A Java-
nese text entitled Purwaka Caruban Nagari
distinguishes between Fatahillah and
Gunungjati; it purports to have heen
written in 1720, but the text is almost
surely a modern forgery and, even if it
were genuine, would still have been writ-
ten two centuries after the events.
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Aga (ed. and trans.), Canle Punwaka Caruban
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1974. To facilitate consultaton of this study,
readers should consult the index of Theo-
dore G. Th. Pigeaud and Hermanus J. de
Graaf, Islamic states in Java, 1500~1700. Eight
Dutch books and articles by Dr. H. 7. de Graaf as
summarized by Theodore G. Th. Pigeaud, with a
comprehensive list of sources and a general index of
names composed by H. J. de Graaf, VKT 70, The
Hague 1976.

M. C. RickLEFs

al-Fatat

Al-Fatat was a secret organisation
established by Arab students in 1909, in
Paris, and active in Syria until the French
occupation of Syria in July 1920. The first
Arab clandestine society formed during
the Young Turk period, it took the name
Jam'yyat al-Umma al-‘Arabiyya al-Fatat
(Society of the Young Arab Nation).
Confronting the Turkification policies of
the Young Turks, the society strived to
protect the “natural rights” of the Arab
naton within the Ottoman Empire. Num-
bering about forty members; the society
maintained high standards of secrecy,
including the use of codes. Its most sig-
nificant venture before World War I was
the convening of the First Arab Congress
in Paris in June 1913, in which twenty-
odd representatives of most of the Arab
organisations existing at the time partici-
pated. Al-Fatat itself retained its policy of
secrecy and did not openly participate in
the congress.

At the beginning of World War I, the
society’s headquarters moved to Damas-
cus, and in early 1915 it decided to com-
bine efforts with the officers” secret society
al-‘Ahd (The Covenant), with the inten-
tion of starting a general revolt against
the Ottomans. A messenger was sent to
Sharif Husayn b. ‘Alr (c. 1853-1931) of

Mecca to gain his collaboration, following
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