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poem and within a single poem they often overlap. These four are easily
identifiable in “Alqamah’s gasidat al-madh to al-Harith: the description of

-
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the poet’s passion for his long lost Layla (vv. 1-10) forms the Lyric-Elegiac 95t 5}7@9‘5

Prelude or nasib; the poet’s Self-Abasement can be seen in the arduous
journey that he undertakes in the rahil (vv. 11-20) in the hope of reaching
the patron, but also in the pleading tone with which the poet throws him-
self at the patron’s mercy, essentially an act of Submission (vv. 21-22). This
leads into a long passage of Praise (madih), especially for al-Harith’s mili-
tary prowess and valor, but also his generosity; and finally, the element of
Supplication appears in two installments, first in the poet’s plea for the
patron’s favor and protection (v. 21) and then in the closing petition for the
release of Sha’s (v. 36). In both cases, the object of supplication is ultimately
absolution for past transgression (i.e., having been allies of al-Harith’s
enemy) through incorporation into the king’s realm. The poem not only
redeems the poet’s captive kinsmen, it also is the payment for the poet’s
own redemption. This supplicatory ritual is intimately bound up with the
complex of rituals—gift exchange, transfer of allegiance, incorporation,
etc.—that are performed through the utterance of the poem. What all of
these ritual patterns share is the transformative trajectory of the rite of
passage.

A similar ritual complex forms, to varying degrees, the performative
substructure of the other pre-Islamic gasidahs that we will examine, as
well as the praise poems to the Prophet that are the central subject of
this study.

2. AL*NABIGHAH'S O ABODE OF MAYYAH:
TRANSGRESSION AND REDEMPTION

The acclaimed ode of apology (i‘tidhdriyyah) by one of the master poets
of the Jahiliyyah, al-Nabighah al-Dhubyani (active 570-600 CE),” to the
Lakhmid King al-Nu‘man ibn al-Mundhir is, we will argue, essentially
a poem of supplication for the poet’s absolution and reinstatement in his
patron’s court. Tradition tells us that al-Nabighah, who had been the
king’s favorite poet and boon companion, composed his poem of apol-
ogy for having had an affair with the king’s wife, an accusation leveled
at the poet as a result of his scandalous erotic description of the queen
in his notorious Description of al-Mutajarridah ode. One version, found

o 2017

in Abd al—Faraj al-Isbahants (d. 356/967) Kitab al-Aghani, presents al-
Nabighah’s flight from his liege lord’s court as the result of the jealousy
and court intrigue of a poetic rival, al-Munakhkhal:

The reason that al-Nabighah fled from al-Nu‘man was that once he and
al-Munakhkhal . . . al-Yashkurl were sitting before the king. Now al-
Nu‘man was misshapen, leprous, and ugly, whereas al-Munakh-
khal ... was one of the most comely of the Arabs, and al-Mutajarridah,
al-Nu‘man’s wife, had had her eye on him. Indeed, it was rumored among
the Arabs that al-Nu‘méan’s two sons by her were actually al-Munakh-
khal’s. Thus, when al-Nu‘man said to al-Nabighah, “O Abt Umamabh,
describe al-Mutajarridah in your poetry,” and he composed his gasidah
in which he described her: her abdomen, her buttocks, and her private
parts, this roused al-Munakhkhal’s jealousy. So he said to al-Nu‘man,
“No one could have composed such a poem except one who had tried her!”
Al-Nu‘man took this to heart, and when news of this reached al-Nabighah,
he was afraid and fled to the Ghassanids.*®

Thus, the poet fled for his life to the rival Ghassanid court, but soon
desired to return to his former Lakhmid liege lord. Inasmuch as the of-
fense was above all poetic in form, so too are the poet’s plea for absolu-
tion and redemption payment.* The object of the poet’s supplication is
therefore absolution and reinstatement in the king’s inner circle. We
should note that in terms of the poetic text of the apology ode, there is
no reference to any sexual impropriety nor is there any admission of
guilt. In other words, the poet’s transgression, which the anecdotes pres-
ent as sexual, may well rather have been of a political nature.

In terms of the general thematic structure, al-Nabighah’s poem is,
like “Algamah’s ode, a classically structured tripartite qasidah: the lyric-
elegiac prelude (nasib): vv.i-6, featuring the poet’s stopping over the
abandoned campsite of his beloved; the journey (rahil): vv. 7—20, pfesent—
ing the poet’s she-camel through its comparison to an oryx bull beset by
hunters and their hounds; the praise (madih): vv. 20~49, comparing the
king to Sulayman (Solomon), praising his generosity, comparing him in
farsightedness (that is, perspicacity) to Zarga” al-Yamamah, and in might
and generosity to the formidable Euphrates.

The key elements of the supplicatory structure, which are what con-
cern us in the present context, are: Lyric-Elegiac Prelude (nasib) with its
evocation of Loss; Self-Abasement and Submission; Praise of the One
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?]6: Karim, Mahir ‘Abd-al-Gani: As- Sa\\ahxd an-nahwiva
11 5i'r an-Nabiga ad-Dubvani / Mahir ‘Abd-al-Gani Karim.

e,

Tab‘a 1. - Mx;r: Mawa at al-Amana. 1991 = 1412 h. -
136 8. SAL-NARI .
“Ribiga Dhoby 2 ; Ltzx?;w::ag:

~

Inhalt: Sawahid-Verse d. an-Nabiga ad-Dubyvani (circa 335 -
gaa ( publié pour "la premigre fois, suivi d'une

610). ~ In arab. Schrift, arab. 10 E 653 fraduction frangaise et précede d'une introdue
tion historique, par H, Derenbourg. © JA, ge

série, 12 (1868), pp. 197-297, 301-439, 484-5]5,

| 2708 Z:mawr, Halid Muhammad az-: As- Siira al- fanm;; P EY Y

| 4nda ‘n-Nibiga ad- Dubyam { I I;Iahd Vunamma az, 531 N\AMQ&IQHA al-DHUBYANI, al-. In praise of al-

Zawawi, — Tab‘a 1. — Al-Qahira : a-Sarika al- Mlsnya al-<Ald gNU man III Abii Qabas. Tr. Jacobi,R. Qasida poetry in
a — Lingman, 1992. — 209 3. - (Adabiyat) , ! Islamic Asia and Africa. Volume Two: Eulogy’s

mly S ﬁg b. X | bounty, meaning's abundance: an anthology. Ed.

| In arab. Sc i S.Spert & C.Shackle. Consultant: N.Awde. Leiden:

ISBV 977_16—0109_1 Brill, 1996 (Studies in Arabic Literature, XX), pp.72-

‘ 79;416-417 [Arabic text of gasida, with facing

English translation.]
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o1-NABIGHAH al-DUBYANT (Ziyd ibn Mu' Ewiyahr‘/u; L'J“ e
al-as:EnT (lluhamad zaxY)

al-Nabighat al-nubyam. (A stud;, of the
lit‘e, times and postry of Ziyad ibn
Yu'awiyah al-Dubyani, With maps, )

pp. 216.
Dar al-Ma'drif: Cairo, 1960,

sbiga 02- 2Tbyant e
° 14573, bb. 127 ]

&l
NEBIGHAH al-DUBYANY (ziyag ibnm Mu awiyah)

i
T L)

Duran al-Nablghat
al-Dubyani bi-tamami-hi
[Collectea poems. In the recension ;fh;l;n

al-Sikk{t and with hi
Shukri Fa].z:l ] his commentary. . Edited by

Ppe xvi, 275.

Dar al-Fikr: Beirut, 1968. ‘ 8°
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o NABIGA
&7 o 2L ik
f?/eg ; Lbmred z sl ;ié-m.wijt,
*Rn _ /Vééiﬁﬁ 0«¢/~ ’7’; v /2
oL eaen Aaﬁja/)@éa &/ﬁp/Zl‘m W
[%aé Alierneron, Sntore.

1956 wﬁ(( es. /-36

. an-Nabigha ad-Dubjani: Dawan. Sahhal}é}ixf wa-halla garib alfazihi aé g
8&ih ‘Abdarrahmén Salam. 117 8. Bairut: Misbah 1929.
B. Mach. 27, 1929, 476.

Jahrhundert vor Muhammad in

herausgegeben. In welchem

ante ich nicht ermitt ein.
H. Cx

Den Diwan des Nabigah, der im
al-Hirah lebte, jrat H. DERENBOURG zuerst
Verhaltnis die Bairuter Neuausgabe hierzu steht, kol

of. . BROCKELMANN, GAL T 22.

— Mglbk%g 62-’1\» y

YA 5] g

!g-. s e ) — Va4y “‘-‘f‘w\"
(\'4_.\.»\3—\ ) st el

14576, d4d. 59

a1-NABIGHAH al-DUBYANT (Ziyad ibn Mu' awiyah) 25 al
al-DASﬁKI ( *Umar) A& boi 3"‘ el r

[A study of his

al-Nabighat al-r_)ubya.nI
Fourth edition.)

1ife and times and poetry.
pp. 238,

Dar al-Fikr al-‘Arabl: Cairo, 1961.
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Bamddn, Ibtism Abmad.

! s}\} %iﬁ .. \Hadhf va-al-taqdim wa-al- -ta'khir -
P g‘*& P11 Diwan 21-Nabighah al-Dhubyani )
g,@*“wﬁﬁﬁ%% % Olo—o B eatngt, pr il g Bia)
LN Uy W -l 3 (SN W) WS |
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267 p. ; 23 cm.

Includes bibliographical
. references (p. 263-267).

£066.00

Kabighah al-Dhubyani, 6th cent.
Poems

L&S-Lang.
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K. A, NIZAMI

! medieval prosperity made Muslim educated classes indifferent to
| science as an instrument of social change. However, it is now realized
throughout the Muslim world that without scientific and techno-
logical development there can be no progress and no improvement in
the standards of living. *‘The modern age”, remarks Dr Verhoeven,
“is clamouring at the gates of Islam for admittance, and everywhere
its voice is heard. What will be the reaction of the mosque and the
| crescent? Islam is not only the rich heritage of a glorious past but
also one of the great, vital and unifying forces of the contemporary
world. The revelations of Muhammad are still read and studied by
the faithful, and Islam remains a profound and formative factor in
the lives and struggles of miilions of people in Africa and Asia. In
our age thesc peoples have entered vigorously upon a new phase in
their history.”
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PRE-ISLAMIC ARABIC POETRY AND POETS
K. A. Farig

The pre-Islamic Arabic poetry, in so far as it has come down to
us, is lyric in form. There is no trace of an epic or dramatic poetry in
Arabic. The Arabs chose lyric, as it was eminently suited for sing-
ing and expressing a variety of ideas and was an eflective means of
relieving personal tensions and excitements. The absence of an epic,
which is a very long poem, celebrating national glories, might have
been due, first, to their illiteracy and absence of a national conscious-
ness among them and, secondly, to forgetfulness and loss through
non-prescrvation. We have, therefore, no such epic in Arabic as
the Greek Iliad, the Persian Shahndma and the Indian Mahabhdrar.
But there are numerous moderately long poems describing battles or
cclebrating the bravery and good acts of tribal chicfs and heroes.
Evidence of long poems in Arabic is, however, not entirely lacking.
It is reported that the famous mu‘allaga puet, “‘Amr b. Kulthiim,
had composed a poem of one thousand lines! in which he had referred
to the exploits, victories and other manly qualities of his tribe, the
Taghlib, But the bulk of the poem was forgotten in course of time,
as no serious effort was made to preserve it in writing and only a
hundred verses of it survived in what comprises today the mu‘allaga
of “Amr. As regards dramatic poctry, which secks to impart a lesson
by means of human representation, it did not find a favourable climate
for its growth in nomadic and unprosperous Arabia,

Characteristics and Themes of Arabic Poetry

The pre-Islamic poetry is the mirror of the intellectual and
social condition of the Arabs. Through it they cxpressed their
sentimeats and opinions and, in time of danger or a crisis, those of
their tribe also. It is popularly called the diwdn al-*Arab, that is to
say, a sort of register which preserved their traditions, history,
battles, morals, even geography and fauna. But the poct was not
only their historian, he was also their ministrel, as he gave them

1 Zaidan (4dab al-Lughat al-*Arabiyya. vol. 1, Cairo, 1964), p. 110.
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al-Nabigha al-Dhubyani

|
~ 4

relationship between ‘the desert and the
town’. In the summer months when tribes
were camped near wells, bedouin and towns-
people frequently came together for poetic
recitals. Famous Nabati poets such as
Muhammad ibn Li‘bin (d. 1247/1831) and
Muhammad al-‘Awni (d. 1342/1923) were
essentially townspeople imbued with the spirit
of the desert. Neither were Nabatl poets
necessarily illiterate; many were well-versed
in classical Arabic literature and employed
literary devices such as jinas and tibaq in their
compositions. The functions of Nabati poetry
parallel those of its classical precursor, the
most popular being ghazal and hamasa. The
gisida (qasida), of variable length, is typi-
cally arranged in the form of two metrically
identical hemistiches, each with a different
rhyming letter. Metres, which regularly corre-
spond to particular modes of recitation (e.g.
Hilalr has tawil metre), are generally classical
ones adapted to the prosody of vernacular
speech. The most popular metre is al-mashib,
perhaps so termed because it is slow and long-
drawn out (see further prosody). Perfor-
mance may be individual (accompanied or not
by the rabab), communal (e.g. samri) or
mixed (e.g. ardah, war dance, and mradd
poetic duelling).

Two aspects that merit further research
concern (a) mode of composition and (b)
lexis. Sa‘id (1981) describes Nabati poetry as
spontaneous and free from artifice while
Sowayan stresses the degree to which poems
are polished (mmhakkak). Sa‘id also asserts that
the vocabulary of Nabati poetry is the every-
day language of the bedouin; but there is
evidence that poets deliberately reject every-
day words in their compositions. If Sowayan is
correct, classical (i.e. pre-Islamic) and Nabati
poetry are located at opposite ends of a con-
tinuum of elevated poetic diction, understood
by all but perceived as distinct from day-to-
day speech.

Further reading

Dayf, S., Ta’rikh al-adab al-‘Arabi, vol. 5, Cairo
(1983).

al-Hamid, A.A., Fi al-shi‘r al-muasir fI al-Mam-
laka al-*Arabiyya al-Sa‘idiyya, Riyadh (1986).

al-Sa‘id,T., al-Shi‘r al-Nabati, Kuwait (1981).

Sowayan, S.A., Nabati Poetry: The Oral Poetry of
Arabia, Berkeley (1985).

P.G. EMERY

See also. Arabia; bedouin
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al-Nabigha al-Dhubyani
(si

Ziyad ibn Mu‘awiya al-Nabigha al-Dhubyani
was a pre-Islamic poet, famous for his
panegyrics upon Lakhmid and Ghassanid
kings. He must have been adult at the time of
the battle of Halima (554), where he intervened
on behalf of the prisoners from his tribe. He
was associated with several Lakhmids,
especially with al-Nu'man I Abd Qabis
(580-602), the last king of Hira. After losing
al-Nu‘man’s favour, allegedly on account of a
poem in praise of the queen, he fled to the
Ghassanid court. From there he sent poetic
apologies to Hira and eventually became recon-
ciled to al-Nu‘man, whose illness is alluded to
in a short poem (Ahlwardt No. 28). The date of
al-Nabigha’s death is unknown, °

Al-Nabigha’s diwan is preserved in several
recensions and appears authentic on the whole.
It consists of twenty monothematic poems (see
qgit*a) and eleven panegyric odes (see gasida),
and contains references to Christian rites and
two fables, which suggests the influence of
Hira. His panegyrics are composed in a highly
developed style and reveal a fine sense of
climax, e.g. his famous comparison of Nu‘man
with the Euphrates (Ahlwardt No. 5, 44-7).
The ode is included in some recensions of the
Mu‘allagat. Although al-Nabigha never lost
interest in affairs of his tribe, as evidenced by
several poems offering political advice, he can
hardly be called a bedouin poet in the true
sense, but should be regarded as the first great
court poet in Arabic literature.

Text editions

Diwan, in The Diwans of the Six Ancient Arabic
Poets, W. Ahlwardt (ed.), London (1970 [1878]);
H. Derenbourg (ed. and trans.) Paris (1868); K.
al-Bustani (ed.), Beirut (1963); Shukri Faysal
(ed.), Beirut (1968); ‘Abbas “Abd al-Satir (ed.),
Beirut (1964); Lyall, C., Translations of Ancient
Arabic Poetry, London (1885), 95-102.

Further reading

Husayn, Taha, Fi al-adab al-Jahili, Cairo (1927),
pt (1952), 376-87.

Jacobi, Renate, Studien :zur Poetik der altar-
abischen Qaside, Wiesbaden (1971), 95-9,
179-82, 196-203.

Montgomery, James, “Arkhilokhos, al-Nabigha al-
Dhubyani and a Complaint Against Blacksmiths;
or, a funny thing happened to me ...," Edebivit,
n.s. 5 (1994), 15-49.

R. JACOBI
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One

Transgression and Redemption
Cuckolding the King

Al-Nabighah al-Dhubyani and
the Pre-Islamic Royal Ode

Pre-Islamic Poetry and the Formation
of Avabo-Isiamic Culture

The Arabo-Islamic panegyric ode has its literary antecedents in the praise
poems presented to the petty Arab kings of the pre-Islamic period, the pa-
gan era that came to an end with the advent of Islam, traditionally dated as
year 1 of the Hijrah (1 H. = 622 C.E.). Known as the Jahiliyyah, or “Age of
Ignorance,” the pre-Islamic era saw the formation of the rich cultural and
literary traditions upon which the new religion and civilization of Islam were
founded. It was during this period that an autochthonous Arab Semitic cul-
ture, rooted in the civilizational bedrock of the ancient Near East and the
residues of the Hellenistic age, and subject to Christian and Judaic, Byzan-
tine, and Persian influences, developed as its preeminent form of expression
the classical Arabic ode or qasida (gasidah).'

In the classical Arabic literary compendia these odes are presented in the
context of narrative anecdotal materials (akhbar; singular kbabar) concern-
ing the poet and the occasion for the poem. Together, this lore and poetry
provide a textual base to investigate the ways in which the originally oral
poetry of the pre-Islamic period was transmitted, preserved, selected, and
molded by Muslim hands into a literary corpus and a cultural construct that
served to advance the interests of an Arabo-Islamic political, religious, and
literary-cultural hegemony. This chapter will examine the qasida as the ve-
hicle for the cultural transition from the pagan to the Islamic age and as a
form of discourse eminently suited to articulating an ideology of legitimate
rule.

The lore and poetry of the pre-Islamic period continued to be orally
transmitted until the second-third Islamic centuries (second through third
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an-Nabigha adh-Dhubyani (6th century),
‘Ancient Arabian poet at the royai courts of
Hira (Lakhm) and in Syria (Ghassin).
There is no doubt about his historical
authenticity; he came from central Arabia
and won popularity and favour at the
Takhmid court. Although he was later
driven out, and established himself at the
rival Ghassanid court, he returned to his
earlier lords, whom he had never forgotten
in his panegyrics. His poems are not attri-
buted to him with complete certainty, how-
ever, particularly his long mu‘allaga (qQv).
Their elegance and spontaneity are alike
appreciated. His diwdn (qv) has survived
and was first printed in 1868-69 (H.
Dérenbourgh). '

BGAL I 22, S I45; EIt III 859; NLHA 121; Nl e \a..
C. J. Lyall, Translations of Ancient Arabian m‘“@‘ ‘y)e/-xf NG
Poetry Chiefly Preislamic (London 1885). (&P 7

DICTIONARY OF ORIENTAL LITERATURES, «d. JIRI BECKA
c. I, ( ) LONDON. s. /\ 3 O
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SAZUIGAT  MUECLLAS, o 5, 5.4-56, 1§56 (ANCsr2A)

AN - NABIGA AD - DUBYANI
HAYATI VE ESERI HAKKINDA ARASTIRMALAR

AHMED ATES

GIRIS

M iladi VI asrm sonlannda yagamis olup, hicretten pek az evvel
‘ lmiis olan Aba Umama Ziyad b. Mu ‘awiya an-Nabiga ad-
Dubyani, gerek devrinin, gerek umimiyetle Arap edebiyatmin
en biiyiik gdirlerinden biridir. Onun hayatt Hire ile Gassan hiikiim-
darlart niiffuzunun carpistign Yatrib (Medine)'in simal-i sarkisinde
Sarabba arizisinde baslar. Tahminimize gore, miladi 515 ile 520
seneleri arasinda dogmustur. 554°te vukua gelen ‘Ayn Ubag muha-
rebesinden sonra, Gassini saraymna gidip, kabilesinin esirlerini kur-
tarmaga ¢ahsti. ‘Amr b. Hind’i (M. 554—569), Gassanilen yendigi
icin, tebrik etti. Nihayet kabilesi ile ‘AhsT’ler arasinda ¢ikan ve 40
sene devam eden “Dahis ve al-Gabra>”’ harbinde, kabilesinin dagl-
mamast icin ugrasti. Takriben 585’ten sonra hiikiimdar olan ‘Amr’in
yanina gitti, fakat bir miiddet sonra, onu birakip, Hire'ye, 580’de
tahta cikmis olan an-Nu‘man I1L b. al-Mundir’in yanina geldi ve
bu hiikiimdarin fevkalade takdirini kazandi. Oyle ki, onun verdigi
cizeler sayesinde, altun ve giimilg kaplarda yemek yedigi rivayet

olunur. Bunun iizerine etrafinda entrikalar dénmege basladi. Bu

entrikalar1 cevirenler arasinda Quray" kabilesinden Murra bilhassa
bir firsat gozetliyordu. Giinkii an-Nabiga, onun gok giizel bir kihct
oldugunu an-Nu‘man’a haber vermis, o da bu kil almsti Bir
sene, an-Nabiga Gassanilerin sarayina gitti. Murra istedigi firsati
bulmugtu: Bunu, hiikiimdara hiyanet seklinde gostermege ve hii-
kiimdari buna inandirmaga muvaffak oldu. Hikiimdar da an-
Nibiga'yr ele gegirip, oldiirmege karar verdi. Fakat an-Nabiga’'nin
dostu Hacib ‘Isim b. $ahbar, heniiz kabilesi arasinda bulunan sairt
bundan haberdar etti. Bu andan itibiren, hayirlan igin o kadar
calistigr kabiles kendisinden yiiz ¢evirdi, sair bir boslukta kaldi;
kendisine karst derin bir minnet duydugu hiikiimdarin tehdidi lize-
rine, Gassanilere iltica etmek mecburiyetinde kalda. Fakat, o, hiyanet
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