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al-Mutawakkil (d.247 H.): a contribulion to the analysis
of authorities of socio-literary legitimation. Tr.
Simpson, Philip.  Early Islamic poelry and poetics.
Ed. Suzanne Pinckney Stetkevych. Farnham &
Burlington: Ashgate Variorum, 2009, (The Formation
of the Classical Islamic World, 37), pp.95-120.
[Originally published in French as “Le cénacle poélique
du calife al-Mutawwakil (m.247): Contribution &
I'analyse des instancesde {égitimation socio-littéraires”
in Bulletin d'Euudes Orientales, 29 (1977}, pp33-52.]
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Turkish general, Itakh (d. 850) was appointed over the
~ Eastern provinces.” | Lo

Al-Withiqrefused to act when it was suggested to him
that he designate a successor. He claimed that God
would not approve of his being caliph while alive and, in
addition, controlling the Caliphate, after his death.®
When he died, his grateful Turkish genf:rals assembled
and attempted to install his son Muhamnrad, but in view
of the immaturity of the youth finally gaiv,e up this idea.

3. —Al-Mutawakkil. |

} At-Tabar1® has the following account of his
accession: | ‘ !

h other after his death, He impose blie
{lons similar to those which ar-RaEhidi:g?;;gsggi L‘x)bcl:“3
Soms, and he assigned to each one 3 part of [:hz |
‘pire. The thirteen-year old al-Muntasir wasg giventhe
stern part.  The Eastern part went to the three éar
fal‘-Mu tazz. The infant al-Mu‘ayyad received S 3; N
31s the text of al-Muatawakkil’s letters - .

“ This is a letter which the ‘ )
| ! 2 . ‘Servant of Ggd,
the Imam Ja‘far al-Muatawakkil ‘Ala-]1ap tol'?e, -
Cfomman‘de.r of the Faithfu],” in" complete po,sses- -
sion of his Judgment and full health of his body .

““More than one person informed me that
whenal-Wathiq died Ahmad b. Abi Du'ad,* Itakh,
Wasif, Umar b. Farai b. az-Zayyat,”and Aba Al-
Wazir Ahmad b. Khalid came | to the palace.
Tuey intended to render the oath of allegiance to

Muhammad b. al-Wathiq, a beardless youth. Ibrahim al-Mu'‘yyad Billah,” the sons of the Com-

They attired him with a black cloak (durra‘ah)and mander of the Faithful, taking God and his rela
placed on his head a Rusafi® hat, but he was very . tives, partisans, generals, judges, administrator )
short. Then Wasif told them : ‘Do you not fear Jurists, and other Muslims who are present aS;

God? Are you going to appoint to the Caliphate
a boy like him who is not eligible to lead the
prayer ?’ |

“ Thenthey discussed whom they should no-
minate. They mentioned severa]l names. One
of those who were present in the palace at that
time is reported to have said: ‘I left the place
where I was, and passed by Ja‘far'al-Matawakkil
who in a shirt and trousers was sitting with the
Turks. Heasked me: ‘What is the news?’ I
said: ‘They have not decided yet. | 8

“ Then they named him. Bugha ash-Sharabi c1ful: T
gave him the news and brought him (to the “The Commander of th ; .
palace). He expressed the fear that al-Wathiq ted al-Mu‘tazz to be calitpl;3 ié}tte};fuglﬁappo{n.
was not dead. He therefore passed by (his corpse) and al-Mu'ayyad to be caliph after I-M o tasir,
and saw him lying in his shroud. Thereupon, he ' al-Mu'tazz,

_ ‘ pon, “The Commander of the Faithfy] :
went (in) and sat down. Muhammad b. Abi Du‘ad posed upon al-Mu‘tazz and al-Mu‘alyy:cll li]: stﬁ?i;

under ;‘he date of Dhul-Hijjah, 235 (July, 850)

“The Commander of the Faitﬁfulh appoir
e_d a.ll-Muntasir'-to be heir-apparent 33?51201?:; :
lifetime and caliph of the Muslims after his death.
He hgs ordered him to fear God, for the P
God is the protection of those who seek it, the

sitates God’s mercy. God
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SOME ASPECTS OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE EARLY ABBASIDS WITH REFERENCE

TO AL-MUTAWAKKIL

Dr. M. SHAMSUDDIN Mia.

The principal central revenue departments unfj.c:r‘a_l-l‘\flutlzw;a-}f-‘
kil, according to Ya‘qubi, were Diwan al-Khardj, Diwdn a-l ﬂt;le
and Diwan al-Sadugah. The associate drepanmems were Ba)i!cim ,:;
(Khazd'in al-*Ammah and Khazd'in al-Khassah) and the Diwan al-
ZJ_';zn-zaml The departments can be traced to have been‘ thci isamg
in composition and functions from the days of al-Manslr an
al-Mahdi.2

The affairs of Musudarin were conducted by one Tatabbu
<ald al-* Ummidl under al-Mutawakkil,3 and it vias foo early fo;
the time of al-Mahdi to have a Diwan al-Musadarin as supposec
by Professor Durid

The Diwdn al-Jund wa al-Shakiriyah and the Diwan ft.’-Maw'ﬁlz
wa al-Ghilman of al-Mutawakkil were indirectly associated with

revenue affairs.5 ,

Al-Mutawakkil used to exert a tremendous personal role in

all revenue affairs. Revenue orders to the provinces, even matters

of detail, went by the name of the Caliph.o

dan, 11, 35, 42. ‘ . o
; f;:jd;: I, 15: Tab., XI, 522; Jahshiyari, 166 ¢f. Sourdel : Le Vizirat,

11, 590-95 ; Mez : Renaissance 76, 77 ; Levy : Soc. Struc., 325-7 ;" Bayt al-pMal™,
“ Diwdn”, * Dariba” in B12, s.v.; Duri: Nuzim, 198-207.

3 Tab., I11. 1440-47. - . |

4 Nuzum, 199 of. Isl. Tax., 161-63 ; Hitui : History of the Arabs, 319.

5§ Ya‘gubi, II, 596. )

6 Grohmann: AEAP, 158-67 ¢f. N. Abbot; Ar. Pap. of the......
wakkil, ZDMG, 1938, 122.

al-Muta-

PSRRI

SOME ASPECTS OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 173

Revenue units were not necessarily demarcated according to
provincial boundaries. Sometimes several provinces were grouped
together to form the revenue area of a particular officer. Revenue
boundaries constantly shifted according to political or administra-
tive exigencies. Revenue officials were generally called ‘Amils
or $ahib al-Khardj. A Khazin and a Jihbidh remained in the
revenue staff for Khurasin,!

Some Revenue Balance-Sheets,—The revenue balance-sheet by
Jahshiyari is applicable to the reign of Haron al-Rashid. That
by Ibn Khaldin is only an incorrect adaptation from Jahghiyari
and wrongly ascribed to the reign of al-Mamiin. Ibn Hamdan’s
copy from Jahshiyiiri speaks of Hiran’s reign and that from
Qudamah speaks of the time of al-Mutawakkil and al-Mu‘tadid
respectively. Von Kremer’s criticism on Ibn Khaldin’s fallacy, is
correct. Levy and Rosenthal also agree with Von Kremer on
this point. Ibn Khurdadhbih’s balance-sheet roughly covers the
reign of al-Mutawakkil.2

Revenue Calendar Reform.—Al-Mutawakkil made intercalation
of the revenue calendar to the Solar from varying local calendars
and lunar computation so as to bring opening of the revenue year
at the end of the harvesting season and thereby alleviate distress
of agriculturists and remove confusions. Taqizadah’s contention
in this regard that the said reform was initiated in 245/859 1s not
tenable by the internal evidence. It happened in 242/856.3 P

Sources of Revenue under al-Mutawakkil.—Main sources of
al-Mutawakkil’s revenue are to be ascertained from Tax accounts
of Jahshiyari, Qudamah, 1bn Khurdadhbih, [bn Hawgqal, Isiakhri

I Miah, MLS....al-Mutawakkil..., Thesis, London, 1963, 158-70,

2 Qudamah, 237.51; lbn Khurdadlbih, BGA, VI. passim ; Jahghiyarl
281-88; Ibn Hamdin : Tadhkirah, Constantinople MSS, fol. 186a-188a and
198a-205a ¢f. Mugaddamah, (Rosenthal) ; Prolegomena, 1, 361-3; Kult. des

© Orients, 1, 263, 356-9 ; Uber das Budget des Harun, 12, 14 ; Levy: Soc. Struct.,

317-19 and Sociology, 1, 343-7; Mia, Ibid., 170-76.
3 Tab. III, 1435; Khitat, 11, 19-20, 39-43 ; Chronology, 36-8 ¢f. ““Nauruz",
EL1, s.v.; Taqizadah, BSOAS, 1937-9, 908-10, Miah, ibid, 210-18.



Arabic Papyri of the Reign of Ga‘far al-Mutawakkil
‘ala-llah (A. H. 232-47/A. D. 847 —61)%)

By Nabia Abbeft-Chicago

The following papyri, now in the Oriental Institute,
University of Chicago, were secured a few years ago by Pro-
fessor SprEneLiNg from Professor Mememur Aga-Oarnu, who
had purchased them from a dealer in Damaseus. Their actual
provenance is not known. They deal, however, with Syrian
A fairs, and it is probable that they were unearthed in Syria,
in waich case they would be among the very few papyri found
sutside o Egypt?).

Historical Background

For the historical background of these documents we must
go back to the month of Du-l-Higga of A. H. 235/A. D. 850,
when the Caliph al-Mutawakkil ‘ala-llah, executed the act of
succession which divided the empire among his three sons,
Muhammad, az-Zubair, and Ibrahim, whom he designated as
- al-Muntasir Billah, al-Mu‘taza Billah, and al-Mu’ayyad Billah

1) A preliminary report of these papyri was given before the
American Oriental Society held at Cleveland, Ohio, April 1937.

2) Outside of a few fragments, the only papyri found in Palestine,
are those recently discovered at ‘Auga’ al-Hafir by the Colt Expedition
of the British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem. Besides an interesting
group of Greek documents of the time of Justin II, the find consists
of five Greek-Arabic tax documents of 54-55/675-76, and of three
Arabic letters and a number of fragments. I was able, through the
courtesy of Professor Casper J. Kraemer Jr. of New York University,
to see some photographs of these. To judge by the script, these belong
in the first three centuries of the Hegra. For reports of the find, see
AJSL, LII (April, 1936) p. 202; LIII (January, 1937) p. 106; Bulletin
of the American Schools of Oriental Research No. 61 (February, 1936),
pp. 24-25 and No. 62 (April, 1937) p. 88; PEFQS (1936) pp. 216-20.

N. Apsorr, Arabic Papyri of the Reign of Ga‘far al-Mutawakkil 89

respectively!). This act, while it provided first for the con-
secutive succession to the Caliphate of the three brothers in
the order mentioned, also, in the interim, divided the empire
among the three. To Muhammad, the first in the line of suc-
cession, went the lion’s share, while to Ibrahim, the last in
the line of suecession, went the least portion. According to
some of our sources, he received only four of the six*) Syrian
provinces, namely; those of Damascus, Himg, Jordan, and
Palestine?), according to others, either Jordan or Himg was
not included?); and according to still others, his portion
included, in addition to the three or four Syrian provinces,
the territories of Adarbaigan and Armenia®).

Of the three heirs apparent, Muhammad was the only one
congidered old enough to take any active part, which he
later®) did, in the affairs of the empire. Ibrihim was still a
youth (who had not as yet reached puberty), while al-Zubair
was a child under three?). Al-Mutawakkil therefore appointed
agents to look after their interests and territories. It isab this

1) For this act and for the text of the document see Tabarl, Anrnals
ed M. J. vg Gorse, I1I, 1394-1402, Other accounts are to be found in
Ya‘qiibl Ibn al-Wadih, Historige ed. M. Tr. Hoorsma, II,595; Ibn
al-Atir, Ckronicon ed. C. J. Tomnsera, VII, 32-33; Ibn Tagri Birdi,
Annalsed T, G. J. Juyxsowrs, I, 708; Ibn Haldion, Kitd@b al-‘Ibar, 111,275.

2) The other two were that of Qinnasrin and of al-‘Awagim to the
north, which together with the Tugtir or “frontier fortresses” of Syria
(bordering on the Greek frontier), were held together, and included in
Mubammad’s share, apparently for their strategic lodation.

3) Tabari, III, 1395-96, 1399.

4) Ibn al-Atir, VII, 83 leaves the Jordan province out, and Ibn
Tagri Birdl 1 c. leaves that of ¥imsg out. .

5) Ya‘gabil. c., and Ibn Tagri Birdil. ¢.; on the other hand, Tabari,
111, 1395 gives these to al-Mu‘tazz.

6) Josepr KamraBalex, Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer, Fihrer durch
die Ausstellung (hereafter referred to as PERF) (Wien, 1894) No. 763,
is an official notification by Muhammad al-Muntasir to al-‘Abbas, of

the latter’s appointment to the governorship of Egypt in 242/856.

7) Tabari, 111, 1491, 1489; It is interesting fo note that their
minority at this time was used as a legal argument against the validity
of the act. Muhammad was only 13 since on his succession in 247/861
he was but 25, Tabari, 111, 1471.
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LE CENACLE POETIQUE
DU CALIFE AL-MUTAWAKKIL (m. 247)
CONTRIBUTION A I’ANALYSE DES INSTANCES
DE LEGITIMATION SOCIO-LITTERAIRES

PAR

J.E. BENCHEIXH

La culture arabe médiévale est une culture d’élite, donc de classe. 1l n’est donc pas éton-
nant que lorganisation du milieu littéraire ait été sélective. « On dit, écrit Ibn RaSiq, quwAbl
Tammam et al-Buhturl ont rejeté dans 'ombre cinq cents de leurs contemporains, tous excel-
lents » (1). Il entre certes dans cette affirmation quelque exagération propre a rehausser le
mérite de deux écrivains hors de pair. 11 faut par ailleurs faire un tri, car la poésie est un moyen
de communication dont la teneur et ambition restent souvent en deca de la littérature. Les
rimailleurs foisonnent, tout adib sait tourner un poéme, et l'on attribue des essais aux person-
nages les plus inattendus: pieux docteurs de la loi, magistrats, érudits, etc. La production
pédagogique codifie en vers la grammaire, la médecine et d’autres disciplines.

Ces remarques faites, on est tout de méme conduit a observer qu’il nous reste peu de traces
d’une production que tous les ouvrages s’accordent & décrire comme florissante. Car il suffit de
feuilleter le Fihrist, ou tel dictionnaire biographique, pour relever des centaines de noms dont il
ne reste que la mention, alors qu’on attribue a chacun d’entre eux un diwdn de vingt a cent
feuillets. Nous découvrons leurs auteurs dans une notice succincte, au hasard d’une anecdote.
Ils ne s’y tiennent pas au premier rang. Comparses, ils demeurent a I'écart, mélés a 'entourage
d’un calife, d’un dignitaire, ou se maintenant dans le sillage d’un confrére de renom. Les appari-
tions sont furtives de ces silhouettes a peine entrevues qui s’animent le temps d’un quatrain,
d’une réplique, d’'un geste. Cest-a-dire qu'ils apparaissent a la place que leur assigne 'organi-
sation du milieu littéraire, dans les structures ou ils s’insérent et les groupes ol ils s’activent (2).

Le caractére fragmentaire de nos informations & leur sujet ne peut donc étre entiérement
imputé a la mauvaise transmission des ceuvres ou a leur perte, surtout a partir du 111°/1x® siécle

lorsque ne se pose plus le probleme de la recension écrite des textes et celui de leur conserva-

1) ‘Umda, 1, p. 100. 2) Cf. notre Poétique arabe, Paris, 1975, chap.
N, Le poéte dans la cité, p. 19 a 43.
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came only, and surprisingly, with al-Muhtadi (r. 255-256/869-870),
whose religious policy seems to have been similar to that of his father,
al-Wathig. Al-Muhtadi was deposed and killed after less than a year,
and caliphal patronage swung toward the developing semi-rationalism
under two more sons of al-Mutawakkil, al-Mu‘tadid and al-Muwaf-
faq. Modern historians of the period have missed the rationalist ten-
dency of al-Muhtadi’s policy because they have relied on the chronicles
to the exclusion of the biographical literature.? I hope that this modest
survey will encourage other Islamic historians to make fuller use of the
biographical literature.

Al-Mutawakkil (r. 232-247/847-861)

Al-Mutawakkil is famous for abolishing the Inquisition, but it has’

taken some time for scholars to date that abolition with precision.
Martin Hinds states that it took place gradually from 234/848 to
237/852.10 A source overlooked by him strongly suggests that it began
with al-Mutawakkil’s accession in 232/847. Additionally, the biogra-
phical sources show the unevenness of al-Mutawakkil’s traditionalism,
even after the final abolition of the Inquisition in 237/852.

Two historians of Egypt, al-Kindi and al-Musabbihi, state that the
Inquisition came to an end immediately on al-Mutawakkil’s becoming
caliph in 232/847.11 Al-Dhahabi states that al-Mutawakki! put an end
to the Inquisition fourteen years after al-Mu‘tasim renewed it; i.e., in
23212 Tn Isfahan, the Hanafi jurisprudent Bakkar b. al-Hasan (d.
233/847-848 or 238/852-853) was examined, refused to affirm the
Qur’an create, and was about to be expelled from the city when news
came of al-Wathiq’s death. The guards were presently withdrawn from
his house and women and children bandied about a vulgar rhyme
celebrating Bakkar’s vindication, the humiliation of his persecutor, qgadi
Hayyan b. Bishr (d. 237 or 238/c. 852).13 Evidently, the Inquisition had

9 Cf. Encyclopaedia of Islam, new edn., s.v. “al-Muhtadi” (K. V. Zetterstéen,
rev. C. E. Bosworth), with references to other studies. Not a word is said of al-
Muhtadi’s religious policy.

10 See note 1.

Il Al-Musabbihi (d. 420/1029), Akhbar Misr, apud al-Dhahabi, Tartkh al-
islam, ed. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri, 40+ vols. to date (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab
al-‘Arabi, 1987-), vol. 15 (A.H. 211-220), 27; al-Kindi, The Governors and Judges
of Egypt, ed. Rhuvon Guest, E. J. W. Gibb Memorial Ser. 19 (Leiden: E. 1. Brill,
1912), 447, 1. 13.

12" Al-Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubald’, 25 vols. (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala,
1981-1988), vol. 10 (ed. Muhammad Nu‘aym al-‘Araqasiisi), 291.

13 Abi al-Shaykh, Tabagar al-muhaddithin bi-Isbahan wa-al-waridin ‘alayhi,
ed. ‘Abd al-Ghafiir ‘Abd al-Haqq Husayn al-Balishi, 4 vols. (Beirut: Muw’assasat

to be renewed at the accession of every new caliph, and it was known
that al-Mutawakkil would not renew it. Additionally, certain men of
religion were released from house arrest on the accession of al-
Mutawakkil. !4

On the other hand, although al-Mutawakkil did not renew the Inqui-
sition at the beginning of his caliphate, Ahmad Ibn Hanbal continued to
relate hadith reports to almost no one. Some self-imposed ban may
have been superposed on the caliph’s, but it seems possible, too, that
Ahmad feared the caliph’s agents.!s The chief architect of the Inqui-
sition (at least under al-Mu‘tasim and al-Wathiq), chief gadi Ibn Abi
Duwad, continued to influence the appointment of gadis. Damascus
had no gadi at all from near the beginning of the caliphate of al-
Mu‘tasim (218/833) until 233. At the beginning of that year (late

. summer 847), Ibn Abi Duwad appointed to the post Abl ‘Abd Allah

Isma<l b. “Abd Allah al-Sukkari (d. after 240/854-855). He was not
removed until 237/851.16

A stronger case may be made for 234/848-849 as the year when
al-Mutawakkil ended the Inquisition. That is the year when al-Subki

al-Risala, 1987-1990), ii, 131, 132; Abi Nu‘aym al-Isbahéni, Geschichte 1sbahans,
ed. Sven Dedering, 2 vols. (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1931, 1934), i, 238. It is possible
that Hayyan was not actually the gadi for Isfahan but rather overseer of its mazalim
court, for Abi Nu‘aym states that Isfahan was without a gadi for ten years under
Ibn Abi Duwad, one Abii ‘Ali Ahmad ibn al-Wazir (d. 278/891-892) becoming the
first gadi under al-Mutawakkil: Geschichte Isbahans, i, 82.

14" Ahmad Ibn Hanbal and Bishr b, al-Walid (d. 238/853) are said to have been
released from house arrest on the accession of al-Mutawakkil. Precise dates for
Ahmad’s experience of the Inquisition are remarkably difficult to find, but see al-
Kaffawi, Kata’ib alam al-akhyar min fugaha® madhhab al-Nu‘man al-mukhtar,
Esat Efendi (Istanbul) 548, 39b, 40a, which states that Ahmad ceased to relate
hadith under al-Mu‘tasim, tried again under al-Wathiq but was warned against i,
and therefore went into hiding until the advent of al-Mutawakkil. The story of Baqi
b. Makhlad’s surreptitious collection of hadith from Ahmad—he had to disguise
himself as a beggar in order to evade the guards around Ahmad’s house—may be
doubtful; however, it conceivably reflects actual conditions: see al-Dhahabi, Siyar,
vol. 13 (ed. ‘Ali Aba Zayd), 292-94. Cf. Ibn al-Jawzi, Manaqib al-imam Ahmad
1br Hanbal, ed. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki and ‘Ali Muhammad
“Umar (Cairo: Maktabat al-Khinji, 1979), 428. For Bishr b. al-Walid, see Ibn Abi
al-Wafa’, al-Jawahir al-mudiya, ed. ‘Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Hulw, 2 vols.
published (Cairo: Isa al-Halabi, 1978), vol. 1, 454.

15 [bn Abi Ya‘la, Tabaqgat al-hanabila, ed. Muhammad Hamid al-Fiqi, 2 vols.
(Cairo: Matba‘at al-Sunna al-Muhammadiya, 1952), vol. 1, 408.

6 Muhammad ibn al-Fayd, apud ibn al-Manzir, Mukhtasar “Tarikh
Dimashg,” ed. Rawhiya al-Nahhas, &al., 29 vols. (Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1984-
1989), vol. 4, 354. His nisba appears as “al-Yashkurl” in Ibn Talun, Qudat
Dimashg, ed. Salah al-Din al-Munajjid (Damascus: al-Majma® al-‘IlmI al-‘Arabi,
1956), 18, 19.
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Shaheed Hakim Mohammed Said
1920-1998

i MADINAT AL-HIKMAH
City of Education, Science and Culture

A DREAM COME TRUE!

A renaissance of learning has begun to fulfil the perspective and prospective demands

of the evolving mind-set of youth in Pakistan. This is the culmination of the lifelong

dream of a great humanitarian, Hakim Mohammed Said, President, Hamdard
Foundation Pakistan — to build a city of education, science and culture — the
Madinat al-Hikmah. The work was initiated in 1981 in picturesque surroundings of
Bund Murad Khan, 35 kilometres away from Karachi. Today it is a bechive of
activity, with -children and students engaged in academic, technical and sports
activities. The Bait al-Hikmah Library, Hamdard Public School, and the Hamdard
University, Scholar’s House, Centre for Horticulture, and the Sports Stadium are
the major institutions found there. The Hamdard University’s mission is to provide
value-based education to all students in its constituent institutions. Its prestigious
institutions include Hamdard Institute of Management Sciences (HIMS), Hamdard
Institute of Information Technology (HIIT), Hamdard College of Medicine and
Dentistry (HCM&D), Hamdard College of Eastern Medicine (HACEM), Hamdard
Institute of Education and Social Sciences (HIESS), Dr. Hafiz Mohammad Ilyas
Institute of Pharmacology and Herbal Sciences (HMI;IPHS), and Bait al-Hikmah
Research Institute.

More development and institutions are visualised for the future such as Hakim
Mohammed Said Shaheed Institute of Peace and Human Rights, Hamdard Institute
of Environmental Sciences and Hamdard Institute of Communication, Design and
Learning Sciences.
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\A] Mutawakkil,

Imam al-Shafi4

and the Mu‘tazilites
(Revival of the Sunnah)

Prof. Saleh K. Hamarneh

Faculty of Arts, Department of History, University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan

The Arab and Islamic World, a few years ago,
celebrated the five hundred years anniversary of the
encyclopaedic scholar and great jurist, al-Imam al-Hafiz
Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (d. 911 A H./1505 A.D.). Various
scientific and religious circles held conferences on this
oceasion, among which was a symposium assembled
in Mu'tah University in Jordan, October 1993.

This paper presents a hypothesis inspired by an
important remark preserved in al-SuyTlt_'i"s well known
book ~ History of the Caliphs — front its section dealing
with the history of the Caliph al-Mutawakkil ‘Ala Allah
al-‘Abbasi, whose rule, "according to the majority of
scholars, closed the first era of the ‘Abbasid history.

This paper tries to prove this hypothesis:

Imam al-Hafiz Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti specially
made it clear that the ‘Abbasids’ claim to caliphate
was based on merit referring to them in a separate
chapter dealing with the Prophetic Traditions related
directly to the rights of Banu ‘Abbas to the caliphate,
where he gave preference to their contents without
distinction between the authentic (sahzh) and pseudo
ahadzth Thus he quotes: “there is in You (i.e. in the
clan of Hashim) prophecy and kingship”, and further
on, “He made the caliphate permanently dignities for
your progeny”, [that is any of the descendants of al-
‘Abbas, uncle of the Prophet (P.B.H.)]. Among the
traditions he also gives the one: “Verily Allah initiated
this thing by me and in your progenitor seals it”.
Obviously, in this hadith the Prophet (P.B.H.)
addresses directly his uncle al-‘Abbas.!

Al-SuyG{i glorifies Caliph al-Mutawakkil in a

particular way by saying abou. him: “(al-Mutawakkil)
demonstrated his inclination to Sunnah, supported its
adherents and suspended the Inquisition (al-Mihnah).
He also kept repeating that there were only three true
caliphs: Abu Bakr aI-Sidd—i_q, because he defeated the
people of Ridda; ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, for opposing
injustice and al-Mutawakkil, because he revived the
Sunnah® and opposed the Jahmiyyah.*

The hypothesis, which this paper deals with,
comes from the remark left by al-SuyTﬁg_i, that Caliph
al-Mutawakkil, Ja‘far ibn al-Mu'tagim (232-247 A H./
846-861 A.D.) adopted the (madhhab) Rite of al-Shafis.
This important piece of information is given by al-
Suy—flt? in his book History of the Caliphs: ‘It has been
transmitted-by Hisham ibn ‘Umar who said, “I heard
al-Mutawakkil telling: Alas! as for Muhammad ibn
Idris al- Shaﬁ‘l, I would like to live in his days to see
him, to be in his presence and to learn from him.

*Jahmite was an early sect in Islam, it took its name
after Jahm ibn Safwan, who attached himself to Harith ibn
Suraydj, the “Man with the black banner” during the rising
of Khurasan towards the end of the Ummayyad period and
was therefore put to death in 128 A.H./745 A.D. Jahm was
one of the strongest defenders of Jabr (determinism).

The Jahmite term was also applied to the view that
Qur'an was created; and for some (like Suyutx) this was its
main use. The Mu‘tazilites, believing in the creation of the
Qur'an, were called Jahmites and objected to that.

Yet Jahmite was a purely vituperative term, and there
never was any body of men who, in fact, were followers of
Jahm, or who prefessed to be such. [Al-Shahristam, Kitab
al-Milal, vol. 1, p. 86; Watt, The Formative Period of Islamic
Thought, p. 146; Shorter Encyclopaedia of Islam, p. 83, ¢d.
H. Gibb and J. Kramers, Brill, 1974] —
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(tajawwad) in ghazw and undertake this last in the
Jands of unbelief when it is not incumbent upon them
nor is an obvious institution in their land”’.

As well as the regular troops forming the Umayyad
and ‘Abbasid army or diund, those in receipt of
regular stipends (rizk, ‘ata’ [g.v.]) from the diwan al-
diaysh, sc. the muriazika ‘‘those entitled to living
allowances’’ [see pjavsh. i. Classical, and pJUND],
there were from earliest times volunteers who served
without %a> but were entitled to a share in any cap-
tured plunder [see caaNIMA]. However, it seems that
they might sometimes be asked to make a contribution
(tandhud) to the expenses of a campaign out of their
subsequent share of the booty. In early times, these
volunteers must have included poor Bedouins, mawali
[see MAWLA], and, as time went on, an increasing pro-
portion of those motivated by religious zeal and the
desire for a martyr’s death [see sHaHID]. Thus in the
campaign of ‘Abd al-Malik’s commander “Ubayd
Allah b. Abl Bakra against a local ruler of eastern
Afghanistan, the Zunbil of Zibulistdn, in 79/698,
volunteers from the Yemeni tribes of Madhhidj and
Hamdan [g.2v.] are mentioned (al-Baladhuri, Ansdb
al-ashrdf, cited in C.E. Bosworth, Ubaidallah b. AbT
Bakra and the ““Army of Destruction’’ in Zabulistan
(79/698), in Isl., 1 [1973], 277). Likewise, Yazid b. al-
Mubhallab’s army assembled in 98/716-17 for an
expedition against Tabaristan and Djurdjan included
1UC,000 Syrian, ‘Irdki and Khurasani troops plus
 mawali, slaves (mamélik) and volunteers (al-Tabard, ii,
1318; Ibn al-Athir, ed. Beirut, v, 29).

There was, of course, a disadvantage to com-
manders having contingents of volunteers attached to
¢their armies in that these volunteers were less
amenable to military discipline and could come and
go of their own free will, hence could not be relied
upon for sustained campaigning or arduous fighting
in remote or inhospitable terrains. During the cam-
paign of al-Afshin [¢.2.] in northern Adharbaydjan
against the Khurrami rebel Babak [g.0.] in 222/836-7,
many members of the contingent of volunteers from
Basra under the command of AbG Dulaf al-Kasim al-
¢]diii [¢.v.] melted away from the army when the final
assault on the Khurrami fortress of al-Badhdh [¢.v. in
Suppl.] seemed to be unduly delayed (al-Tabari, iii,
1209-11, 1214, tr. Bosworth, Storm and siress along the
northern frontiers of the “Abbasid caliphate, Albany 1991,
62-5, 67).

Volunteers were especially to be found-on the fron-
tiers of the Islamic world, where the opportunities for
dithéd q.v.] against the pagans were greatest, €.g.,
along the Anatolian marches against the Byzantines,
in the Caucasus against the Khazars, in Central Asia
against the steppe peoples and in eastern Afghanistan
and the fringes of north-western India against the
lccal idolaters. In the caliphate of al-Mahdi, both
regular troops and muffawwi‘a were garrisoned at al-
Massisa [¢.0.] in Cilicia (al-Baladburi, Futuf, 166).
The frontier towns of Transoxania and KhW%arazm
and- their rbats had strong concentrations of
volunteers within them, and these seem to have been
often regarded as a volatile and unruly element,
siynilar in social constitution and function to the
gyyars [g.v.). They were ready to rush off and fight
wherever the possibilities of holy war and plunder
presented themselves, but were not always welcome
(Barthold, Turkestan®, 214-16). In 355/966 the Bayid
amir Rukn al-Dawla repelled by military force a group
of 10,000 ghazis from Khurasan who were ostensibly
marching westwards against the Byzantines but who
were, he feared, being utilised by the rival Samanid
dvnasty to destabilise his amirate (Jbn al-Athir, ed.
Beirut, viii, 569-71).

Where a ruler or commander acquired a particular
reputation as a successful war-leader and hammer of
the infidels, volunteers would be attracted to his
standard in large numbers. This was especially the
case with the earty Ghaznawids Sebiiktigin, Mahmud
and Mas‘ad [¢.0v.], whose campaigns down to the
plains of northern India, with rich prospects of Indian
slaves and temple treasures, always included a large
proportion of volunteers from all over the eastern
Islamic world (see Bosworth, The Ghaznavids, their
empire in Afghanistan and eastern Iran 994-1040, Edin-
burgh 1963, 114).

The bands of volunteers or ‘appdrin in certain parts
of the eastern Islamic world might also turn their
energies against internal dissent or heterodoxy. This
is clear in the province of Sistin, where bodies of
orthodox Sunni volunteers or vigilantes were active
against local Kharidjite elements; out of these bands,
the Saffarid brothers Ya‘kib and ‘Amr b. al-Layth
[g.00.] were to rise to power during the second half of
the 3rd/9th century (see Bosworth, Sistan under the
Arabs from the Islamic conquest to the rise of the Saffarids (30-
240/651-864), Rome 1968, 85, 112 {f.).

From around the 5th/11th century onwards, the
term mutalawwi‘a/mutiawwi‘a tends to drop out of use,
and such terms as ghdzi and mudiahid [g.vv.] are used
more and more for the concept of volunteer warriors
for the faith.

A modern formation from this Arabic root is
mulawwi€, lit. “‘one who compels obedience’’, used in
contemnporary Saudi Arabia to designate the religious
police who enforce the closure of shops during the
times of public prayer, oversee morals, etc.

Bibliography: Given in the article. See also

RIBAT. (C.E. BoswoRrTH)

AL-MUTAWAKKIL ‘ALA *LLAH, Asu 'L-FapL
Dja%AR B. Mubammap, “Abbasid caliph. He was
born in Shawwil 206/Feb.-March 822, son of the
caliph al-Mu‘tasim [¢.2.] and a Kh"arazmf slave-girl
called Shudja‘. There is no sign that he had early
political ambitions, and he seems to have lived in
obscurity until the death of his brother, the caliph al-
Withik [g.2.} in Dhu ’-Hididja 232/Aug. 847. Al-
Wathik left a young son but no designated adult suc-
cessor. The succession was decided by a council con-
sisting of the wazir ibn al-Zayyat and the chief fadr
Ahmad b. Abi Duwad [g.00.], two other bureaucrats
and two leading Turkish military men, Aytakh and
Wasif. They rejected Ibn al-Zayyat’s advice to ap-
point al-Withik’s son and instead chose his brother
Dja‘far, who was duly installed as caliph. They proba-
bly hoped that he would prove a pliable instrument
like his brother had been, but they soon found ocut
how mistaken they were, and al-Mutawakkil soon
showed that he had an independent mind and a clear
and decided policy. He was determined from the be-
ginning to assert the independence of the caliph and
to break the dominance of the Turkish miliary and
the bureaucracy.

He rapidly removed the leading figures and the old
régime, Ibn al-Zayyat (executed 233/847), Aytakh
(assassinated 235/849) and Ibn Abi Duwad (cismissed
237/851-2). In their places he appointed new
ministers, notably the wazir ‘Ubayd Allah b. Yahya b.
Khikan and his personal favourite al-Fath b. Khakan
[g.2.]. In 235/849 he also appointed his sons to take
over the vast supervisory governorates held by the
Turkish generals, al-Muntasir to Egypt and al-
Djazira, al-Mu‘tazz to Khurasan and al-Mu’ayyad to
Syria and Palestine, intending that the great men of
the next generation should be members of the
‘Abbisid family as they had been under al-Mansur.
Only the Tahirids {g.0.] in Baghdad and Khurasan
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MUTAWAKKIL al-, tenth ‘Abbasid* caliph (847-61), son of caliph
Muc‘tasim (833-42) by a Persian slave-girl, and brother of caliph al-
Withiq (842-47). He owed the throne entirely to the commander of the
Turkish mercenary guardsmen, who, having extorted from the weak al-
Wiithiq the title of Sultan with nominally viceroyal, but practically
unlimited prerogatives, had at first enthroned, but a few months later
dethroned al-Withiq’s son in favour of Mutawakkil. |

The re-establishment of the sovereign authority was the new caliph’s
principal aim. Having succeeded in removing the most overbearing of .

his Turkish lieutenants he sought, as a means to counteract the ascen-
dancy of the military, the support of the ultra-conservative theological
circles and of their influence on the masses. To emphasize the spiritual
character of his office, and impress popular imagination with its sanc-
tity, he assumed the title ‘God’s Shadow on Earth’ (zill Allgh <ala
al-ard). A decidedly reactionary legislation calculated to appeal to the

bigotry of the populace, and elaborated by religious doctors of the

strictest orthodoxy, declared as heretic the allegedly free-thinking

Muttazilite doctrine, which Caliph al-Ma’miin* (813-833) had pro-

claimed as the official school of thought, and forbade discussions on all
dogmatic questions. The members of schismatic Moslem sects were
exposed to sharp persecution, and the Christian and Jewish commun-
ities subjected to degrading and vexatious discriminations. Too much
was at stake, however, to risk an open attempt at breaking the power

of the turbulent but war-proved soldiery and their unruly but capable .

leaders. Dangerous disturbances were shaking the empire in Armenia,
Adharbayjan (southwest of the Caspian Sea), Syria and among the
population between the Nile valley and the Red Sea, while a Byzan-
tine expeditionary force had landed at Damiette. It was only due to
the generalship of the Turkish commander-in-chief, Bugha al-Sharabi,
that order could be restored in the provinces and the attick on Egypt
repelled. Soon afterwards Bugha carried the war into Byzantine terri-

tory across the Taurus, hitherto loyally defended against Arab invasions

by the hardy mountaineer tribes. Shortly before, Empress Theodora,
in 2 mood of zealotry, had decreed their persecution for adherence to
the Paulician heresy and her order had been executed with sanguinary
cruelty. Exploiting their despair, Bugha offered the Paulician chiefs

his alliance, and with their help inflicted a heavy defeat on Theodora’s

son Emperor Michel 111, »
Consolidated by this series of victories the influence of the generals
was strong enough to frustrate the caliphs’ efforts to achieve his eman-

cipation. In the last years of his reign Mutawakkil tried to gain more

freedom of action by transferring his court to Damascus, but was soon
obliged to return to his residence at Samarra. He was assassinated by
one of his generals conspiring with his elder son al-Muntasir to whom
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he had preferred the younger al-Mu‘tazz as heir to the throne. With

Mutawakkil’s death the decline of the ‘Abbasid caliphate was sealed.
Al-Muntasir died of poison after a reign of six-months. His cousin
al-Musta‘in (862-66) was dethroned and killed to make room for al-
Mu‘tazz (866-69), also assassinated. Al-Muhtadi Bi'llah (869-70), who
succeeded him, fell in battle against rebellious troops.
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MUTATION

from his preconversion days, and conspiring against
the caliph with other Iranian aristocrats, al-Afshin
was found guilty and starved to death. Thereafter,
the role of the Turkish officers increased to the point
that in subsequent reigns they were able to install
and depose caliphs at will. Al-Mu“tasim was suc-
ceeded by his son al-Wathigq.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Al-Tabari, Aba Ja~far Mubammad b. Jarir al-Tabari’s
The Reign of al-Mu“tasim, Elma Marin, trans. (1951).
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MUTATION, a solmization technique in which a
single pitch serves as a transit between two hexa-
chords. Mutation is necessary whenever a given line
ascends or descends beyond the limits of the hexa-
chord in use at a particular moment. For example, in
solmizing from C to ¢, the “a” would be altered from
“la” of the natural hexachord to “re” of the hard.

ARTHUR LEVINE

[See also Solmization.]

MUTAWAKKIL, AL- (822-861), tenth Abbasid ca-
liph, who ruled from 847 to 861. He succeeded his
half-brother al-Withiq, who died unexpectedly in
his early thirties leaving only a minor son. Originally
his name was Ja“far, and his father was the caliph al-
Mu“tasim. The title al-Mutawakkil “ala Allah (He
who trusts in God) was chosen for him by govern-
ment officials and Turkish military commanders
who placed him in power. But far from being a
pliant servant of these power brokers, al-Mutawak-
kil proved vigorous and determined. He deposed
some of the officials and compassed the execution of
his all-powerful Turkish chamberlain Ttakh.
Al-Mutawakkil was religiously intolerant. He re-
versed his grandfather al-Ma’miin’s persecution of
those Sunni Muslims who did not subscribe to the
mu“tazili theological interpretation of Islam and
instead prohibited disputes on theological matters.
He destroyed the tomb of the third Shiite imam, al-
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Husayn ibn “Ali, at Karbala® and the surrounding
buildings, and he prohibited the rites of veneration
that had grown up there. He imposed upon non-
Muslims the wearing of special clothing and other
forms of behavior designed to lower them in the eyes
of Muslims. These discriminatory regulations were
not unprecedented, but they had “eldom been en-
forced. Executions during his caliphate included a
Christian who had converted to Islam and then re-
canted and an Iranian who claimed prophetic gifts.

Al-Mutawakkil ruled from Samarra, where most
of his Turkish troops were garrisoned. Their com-
manders were thus able to constrain his freedom of
action. Occasionally he visited Baghdad, and he once
moved the seat of government to Damascus for sev-
eral months. On his return, he spent a vast sum
building a new caliphal city just north of Samarra
and named Ja“fariyya or Murawakkiliyya after him.
He had occupied it only a few months when he was
killed. It was subsequently abandoned.

Having himself been poorly prepared to assume
the office of caliph, al-Mutawakkil named his three
sons as heirs and assigned them honorific titles and
extensive governorships. His objective of training
them to succeed him went awry in 861 when one of
them, al-Muntasir, fearing an imminent loss of favor
and change in the order of succession, conspired
with some powerful Turkish generals to murder his
father.

Assassinated with al-Mutawakkil was his secre-
tary and boon companion since childhood, al-Fath
ibn Khigian, the son of a Turkish officer of aristo-
cratic background who had served the caliph al-
Mu‘“tasim. The two had jointly presided over a lit-
erary salon that included the noted prose writer al-
Jahiz and the poet al-Buhturi.

With al-Mutawakkil’s death the caliphate entered
a crisis period marked by the short reigns of weak
caliphs, who were made and unmade by the Turkish
commanders.
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Accession of Mutawakkil

V@iume I Wasiq died without nominating a successor. The Chief Minister
and other Amirs favoured Muhammad the minor son of Wasiq as
the next Caliph. The Turkish Generals favoured the nomination of

N . Jafar, a brother of Wasiq. The will of the Turkish Generals prevailed
o i . and Jafar became the Caliph. On assuming power, Jafar assumed the

[ TUrkTye Divarot vaki title of Mutawakkil.

tolhm Arpghrmaiir Merkesd Policies of Mutawakkil
: Mutawakkil had not been on good terms with his brother Wasiq.
VD"“'.“ ro:| f 75 4 38 During the rule of Wasiq, Mutgawakkil had been ill treated by tkclle
Tak. No: 19%.3 Chief Minister and other official dignitaries. On coming to power,
HAS . 1 Mutawakkil accordingly decided to reverse the policies of  the
: previous regime, and 1o take his revenge from such persons who ‘had
PROF. MASUDUL HASAN ill treated him in the previous regime.

Restoration of oxrthedoxy

. Immediately on assuming power, Mutawakkil restored fundamen-
talism, and banned rationalism. He interdicted the so called doctrine
of the creation of the Holy Quran, and proclaimed that the Holy
Quran was not created. - The rationalists were expelled from public
offices, and discussions on science and philosophy were banmed. All
the fundamentalist scholars who had been held in custody by the
previous regime for opposition to the dogma of the created Quran,
including Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal were set free.  On the other hand,
Qazi Abu Daud, his son, and other prominent Mu‘tazilites were put
18 prison and their properties were confiscated. '
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Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Boris A. Rosenfeld, Mathematicians, astronomers and other scholars

of Islamic civilization and their works (7th-19th c. ), Istanbul 2003, pp. !
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680. ABU 'L-FIDA AL-AYYUBI

“Imad al-Din Abu'l-Fida Isma'1l ibn “All ibn Mahmud ibn *Umar al-Ayyubi (1273-1331), born in Damascus,
from the family of Ayyubids; governor of Hama under Mamluk sultan al-Nasir Muhammad (1293-1294), later
was ruler of Hama, died in this city. He was a famous geographer and historian.

See: AGL (386-394), GAL (II 55-57), GAL? (II 44), HMA (II 277), THS (I 793-799), KZ (II 393-395, II1 9, V
160, 316, 447-449), MAA (160), MAMS (II 435-436), PI (I 139-146, II 356), PL (II 128-129); Brockelmann
[51 (EI), Calvo [5] (ENWC), Chaix [1], Gibb [1] (EI?), Jourdain [2], Vernet [8] (DSB). Collection of papers:
“Abu’l-Fida” [1].

Al. Hidden Mystery on Operations with Zij in Verse (al Sirr al-maktum fi'l-" amal b11 -z1j al-manzum) - Oxford
(218/1). Research: Kennedy [36] (18).

G1. Ordering Countries (Taqwim al-buldan) = Climates of Countries and Their Ordering (Aqahm al-buldan wa
tagwimiha) - Cairo (Tal'at miqat 102/7 - fragment on mathematical geography), Istanbul (BU 4689; SM AS
2597, Carullah 1581/2), Leiden (57), Mashhad (5251), Mosul (28/86, 267/1), Oxford (I 899, 903, 912), Paris
(5834), Rampur (I 663/516), Rome (Vat. 266), Vienna (1266 - incomplete). Edition by Reinaud and de Slane:
Abu'l-Fida [4], French translation by Reinaud and Guyard: Abu'l-Fida [3]. Many partial editions and
translations, in particular, French translation of chapter on Arabia: de la Roque {1], Russian translations of . R
chapter on Arabia by Vyshnegorskiy: Abu'l-Fida [5], on Africa: Kubbel' and Matveyev [2]. Research: Chaix ™
[1], Hammer-Purgstall [4], de la Roque [1], Sarton [2].
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