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16 WADI HALFA — WADI ".-HIDJARA

archaeological work before the flooding of the Nile
valley there.

Bibliography: P.M. Holt, A modern history of the
Sudan, from the Funj Sultanate lo the present day, London
1965, 72, 74, 188-90 and index; K.D.D. Henderson,
Sudan Republic, London 1965, 135-8 and index.

o _ (G.E. BosworTH)
WADI HANIFA, a valley of Nadjd [42], now

in Saudi Arabia, named after the tribe of Hanifa [see
HANIFA B. LUDJAYM], who in pre-Islamic and early
Islamic times occupied the region.

It runs in a northwestern to southeastern direction
to the east of the massifs of central Nadjd, rising on
the crest of the Djabal al-Tuwayk [see AL-Tuwavx,
pjaBaL] and following to the west of modern al-Rivad.
The wadi is ¢a. 150 km/90 miles long and 300 to
600 m wide, and cuts through various gaps in the
ridges of the region. After reaching the region of al-
Khardj [¢.0.], it becomes known as the Wadi al-Sahba’
[see ar-samBA’] and is thereafter largely traceable
to the shores of the Gulf near the Katar peninsula.
In the rainy season, the Wadi Hanifa is joined by
several affluent wadis and is filled with water, but
outside such times it transports a considerable sub-
terranean flow which is drawn upon by various oases
in the vicinity of al-Riyad.

In pre- and early Islamic times, the town of al-
Yamama [¢.0.] was situated in the wadi, but now con-
sists of only a small group of hamlets; the town was
probably destroyed by violent floods, whereas al-
Dir‘iyya and al-Riyad [g.w] stand above the flood
level. The Wadi Hanifa remains today, as it was in
earlier times, a well-cultivated area.

Bibliography: H.StJ.B. Philby, drabia of the
Wahhabis, London 1928, 68-79; Naval Intelligence
Division. Admiralty Handbooks, Western Arabia and
the Red Sea, London 1946, 29, 233; W.C. Brice, 4
systematic regional geography. Southwest Asia, London 1966,
271; ‘Abd Allah b. Khamis, Mu‘diam al-Yamdma, 2 vols.
al-Riyad 1978, 1, 348-33. See also AL-‘ARAB, DJAZIRAT.
ili, at_Vol. II, 538b. (S.A. Ar-Rasum)
WADI ’-HIDJARA, Spanish form Guadalajara,

currently the capital of a homonymous prov-
ince situated to the northeast of Madrid.
Although it is difficult to define the limits of this
region during the mediaeval period with absolute pre-
cision, it may be stated that its territory corresponds
to the zones enclosed between the river Tagus to the
east and the river Jarama, which traverses the Sierra
Guadarrama, to the west. The principal axis of com-
munication of the region is the valley of the Henares,
comprising the Arabic toponym of Wadi ’I-Hidjara
“river [or valley] of stones”. The city of Guadalajara
is situated on the banks of this river, as are other
strongholds such as Alcald de Henares (Kal‘at ‘Abd
al-Salam), the Complutum of the Roman period,
Alcolea (Kulay‘a) and Atienza (Atinsa), the most north-
erly point of the region. This zone also formed a part
of the “Middle March” (al-thaghr al-adna [see aL-
THUGHOR. 2.]) of which the political and military cap-
ital was Toledo (Tulaytula [¢.0.]). This zone constituted
an important site for its defence, being a frontier
region and a necessary transit point for armies seek-
ing to move from northeast to south and to defend
without too much difficulty the untamed mountains
of the Central System. Originating on the right bank

of the Henares, there had been since the Roman.

period a highway linking the cities of Toledo and of
Saragossa. Among the principal routes of al-Andalus,
mendoned by al-Istakhri in the 4th/10th century, is
the Cordova-Toledo-Guadalajara-Saragossa route.

Following the conquest, attributed by the sources
to Tarik b. Ziyad [¢.2.], Guadalajara appears spo-
radically in Arabic texts which refer to it as a town
of secondary importance, both politically and cultur-
ally. From this time onward, the little Roman settle-
ment of Arriaca becomes known as Wadi ’l-Hidjara
or, to a lesser extent, Madinat al-Faradj, from the
anthroponymy of the family of the Banu ’l-Faradj, a
Berber family which governed the region and was
descended from the Ban@i Salim, another family which
gave its name to the town of Medinaceli (Madinat
Salim). Both the history of the town and that of its
circumscription seem to be strongly influenced by its
frontier status, since the chronicles mention numerous
walled fortresses, always in connection with various
military events taking place in different periods. Thus
the region exerts considerable interest in its role as a
favoured refuge for dissidents intent on pursuing their
aims or as a site for warfare against the Christians,
For example, in 151/768, during the reign of the
Umayyad amir ‘Abd al-Rahman I (138-72/756-88),
the Berber chieftain Shakya al-Miknasi, who had
rebelled and taken control of the region of Mérida
{Marida), sought refuge with the government troops
of Cordova in the fort of Sopetran. A century later,
in 245/860, Masa b. Misa b. Kasi who had been
independent governor of the “Upper March” during
the last years of the reign of ‘Abd al-Rahman 11 (206-
38/822-52) and who no longer recognised the sover-
eignty of Muhammad, the new Umayyad amir of
Cordova, confronted his stepson Izrak b. Mantil b.
Salim, governor of Guadalajara in an episode related
by the sources in the style of an epic. Musa b. Misa
b. Kasi was defeated and then killed by the gover-
nor who remained loyal to the Umayyads of Cordova.
Despite this, the three sons of Miisa b. Misa b. Kasi
continued to defy Cordova, being finally defeated after
a series of prolonged battles at the end of the reign
of Muhammad (238-73/852-86).

During this period and in the reign of his son “‘Abd
Allah b. Muhammad (275-300/888-912), there was a
perceived need for defensive measures against the
growing menace of the increasingly powerful Chris-
tian kingdoms. As a result, not only were the defen-
sive systems of the “Upper Frontier” consolidated, but
there was also a series of military constructions in the
region between Toledo and Adenza. Sites fortified
included Madrid (Madjrit), Talamanca (Talamanka),
Canales (Kanalish), Olmos (Wilmiish) and Calatalifa
(Kal‘at al-Khalifa). From this period onward and with
the support of the populace of this turbulent region,
these fortresses were to prove vital for the defence of
al-Andalus, as is illustrated both by the historical
chronicles and the bio-bibliographical dictionaries,
where details are to be found of numerous local ulama’
who died in combat. It is known that during the
amirate of ‘Abd Allah, at the end of the 3rd/9th
century, troops from Wadl ’Il-Hidjara participated in
the djihad against Alfonso III. Later, the caliph ‘Abd
al-Rahman Il al-Nasir (300-50/912-61) exerted effec-
tive military control over the region of Guadalajara.
On this topic, Ibn Hayyan relates that the caliph
deposed its governor, a member of the family of the
Bant Salim who had long controlled this region, and
appointed a member of the Umayyad family in his
place. During this period, this frontier zone was the
site. of the battle in which the Muslims triumphed
over the king of Ledn.

In the aftermath of the fall of the caliphate of
Cordova, Wadi 'I-Hidjara became a territory coveted
by the Taifa [see MULOK AL-TAWA’IF. 2.] kingdoms of
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writes in his introduction, he was dissatisfied with
their language, which he found to be not that
of Dihli or Lucknow, but of the Bombay fish-
market! (Ruswi, tamhid, 5). Encouraged by friends,
he wrote this play to demonstrate how dramatic
poetry should be. He employed different poetic
metres to suit the characters and situations, and
envisaged their being set to music, so that the result
might be described as an Urdu opera. But no theatri-
cal company would stage it, and critics generally
regard it as a failure. ‘Ishrat Rahman (cited in Bibi.,
279} remarks that it was entirely in verse at a time
when prose was playing an increasing part in Urdu
drama. The plot, he suggests, had been “worked to
death’ and had lost its appeal. As a poet of Lucknow
who had seen the heyday of the marthiya [see MAR-
THivA, 4. In Urdu], he was well equipped to write
effective passages of melancholy and lameatation:
in this respect, the play has much to commend it.
But Ruswa was no dramatist; and the story does not
lend itself easily to dramatic treatment.

At least one modern Urdu writer has brought
Madinin Layla up-to-date in a short story. Sayyid
Sadidiad Haydar’s collection of short stories Khayal-
istdn  includes one entitled Hikdyat Layld wa
Madinin (cited in Bibl., 224-61). In it, the two lovers
are reborn under modern conditions. Madinin follows
Layla about on a bicycle. Layla is ordered electric
shock treatment, and at the time of this treatment,
Madindn has a fit. He is taken to Mecca to be relieved
of his obsession, but prays only that his suffering
may never be lessened. Thus ends this “‘whimsical
and delightfully written story” (Suhrawardy, cited
in Bibl., 212), which forms a fitting conclusion to an
account of Madindn Laylid in Urdu literature.

Bibliography: For Dakani mathnawis on the
story, see Nasir al-Din Hashimi, Dakan mén Urdi®,

Lucknow 1963, 62-3, 108-13 (including extracts);

Djamil Dijalibi, Ta’rikk-i-adab-i-Urdis. i. Kadim

dawr, Lahore 1975, 249-50; for the text of Watiz,

see Urdi k& kadim mangiim ddstinén, ed. Khalil

al-Rahman Dawud, i, Lahore 1967, 1-10, 81-148

{a critical assessment is given by Muhammad

Bakir, Urda-i-kadim Dakan awr Pandidb mén,

Lahore 1972, 77-85); the reference by Wali

Dakani to Madinin Layld will be found in Kulliy-

ydt Wali, ed. “All Ahsan Marahrawi, Awrangibad

1927; J. F. Blumhardt, Catalogue of Hindustani

books in the Library of the British Museum, London

1889, mentions mathnawis published in Northern

India in the 1g9th century. Plays on the story are

listed by ‘Ishrat Rabmani, Urdid drama—tdrikh-o-

tankid, Lahore 1957, 211-23. The Layla Madinin
dramas of Aram, Rawnak, Zarif and Hafiz
¢Abd Allah are included in the volumes of collected
dramatic works of these authors published by
the Andjuman-i-tarakki-yi UrdG in Lahore in
recent years; the same society has published

Mirza Mubammad Ruswd’s Murakka‘-i-Layld

Madinin, ed. ‘Ishrat Rahmini, Lahore 1963. This

includes not only Ruswi’'s own preface, but a

useful introduction by the editor which lists

previous dramas on the theme. Sadidiad Haydar’s

Khaydlistdn was first published at ¢Aligath in

1932, and there is a Dihli edition of 1946; Shayista

Akhtar Band Suhrawardy’s brief account and

assessment of his- Hikdyat Layld wa Madinin

is in her A critical survey of the Urdu novel

and short story, London 1945.

{J- A. Havywoob)
/\‘\'IA_JRiT, mediaeval Arabic name of the city .
of Madrid (Spain). The Arabic sources seldom

mention this place in the Muslim period. According
to al-Himyari, the hisn of Madirit was built by the
Umayyad amir of Cordova, Mubammad I (238-76/
852-86). M. A. Makkl believes that its foundation
may be dated between 252/866 and 257/837: in the
reign of this amir; the year 252/866 marks the be-
ginning of the reign of Alfonso III of the Asturias,
whose military activities had the effect of destabl-
lising the region between Médinacéli and Toledo
{al-thaghr al-adna), which would then have been con-
solidated by the construction of the fortress of
Madirit as an important element in the military
disposition of the region, with a governor appointed
by Cordova, “‘Ubayd Allak b. Silim, who imprisoned
and executed a rebel from Toledo named Ibn Balish.

From its foundation uatil the period of the fitna
of al-Andalus (399/1c09), the few facts supplied
by the ancient sources on the subject of Madijrit
are indicative of its role as a frontier fortress (thaghri).
In 320/932, it was subjected to an attack by King
Ramiro II of Léon, according to the Christian
historian Sampiro. In 324/936, a party of citizens
of Madjrit undertook an expedition into Christian
territory and, on their return, they were massacred
by the enemy, according to Iba Hayyin. The
hadiib Ibn Abi ‘Amir al-Mansir (Almanzor), in the
course of his campaign against the fortress of La
Muela in 366{977, met at Madirit the governor of Mé-
dinacéli, Ghalib (Iba ‘Idhiri). Ibn Hazm supplies an
interesting item of information concerning Madijrit;
the slave of a perfume-seller known by the name of al-
Fasih led an insurrection in this town, pretending
to be “Ubayd Alldh al-Mahdj, but he was attacked and
killed. J. Oliver Asin believed that this insurrection
was inspired by Fatimids; on the other hand, M, A.
Makki reckons that the rebel wished to be recognised
as the son of the short-lived Umayyad caliph of Cor-
dova al-Mahdl (399/1009 and 400/1010). Thus the re-
bellion would have taken place in the time of the
Umayyad caliph al-Mustakfi bi’llah {414-16/1024-5).

In the period of the Taifas (muwlak al-tawd’if),
Madjri{ must have been attached to the kingdom
of the Bani Dhi 'l-Nun of Toledo. The king of
Castile Alfonso VI took possession of Madijrit as well
as of other fortresses in the region, shortly before
the fall of Toledo, in ca. 476/1083. It seems to have
remained under Christian domination except for a
very short period, at the time of the so-called Tala-
vera campalgn of the Almoravid amir “All b. Tashfin
{Ibn Abi Zar‘) But the Christian city retained a
Muslim community (mudejares), concentrated in a
particular quarter (Barrio de la Moreria). There were
also Moriscos in Madrid at the time of their official
expulsion from Castile in 1610.

The only descripiton of Madijrit preserved by
Arab sources is that of al-Himyarl. It is very short,
stating that the place consists of a small town
and an impregnable fortress, with a Friday-mosque.
Also mentioned is the discovery of the skeleton of a
gigantic beast in the moat of the town (large fossils
are not rare in the valley of the Manzanares), and
the extraordinary nature of the soil of Madrid, ideal
for the manufacture of solid and durable cooking-
pots.

The topography of Madjrit can therefore only
be reconstructed in a hypothetical fashion, by
means of the archaeological and toponynic remains of
a more recent period. It seems that the Arab hisn
was situated on the heights of the Palacio Real, on
a raised promontory dominating the Manzanares
river. Oliver Asin considered that the entire hili
must have been surrounded by walls, with the hisn
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