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HE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MARISTAN—NURE AND KATMARI—AND MADRASA 1S THAT IN THE oo

Iatter a prayer hall, necessary in a strictly religious institution such as the madrasa is, but not — > &M
in a hospital, takes the place of one of the four open iwins. With this exception, only secogdary__/kfie,ﬁ fL- o
elements, the corner rooms, differ: in the one instance bedrooms for the sick, in the other liv- ’%’ v S)' T3
ing rooms for the students. It is the practical needs that enforce emphasis on certain parts, the™ 7" f o “
neglect of others, and in analogy to biological causation make them assume peculiar shapes. G /E
But the maristin is not an architectural type in its own right; both are varieties of the same
species. It follows that the broad prayer hall actually replaced the fourth Iwin of a more
original phase of the type. Neglecting for the moment the question in which land this sub-
stitution took place—not in Baghdad (Mustansiriya without prayer hall) nor in Iran—we
are entitled to group under madrasa the subspecies of maristin, and to include the three works
of Nir al-Din at Damascus all in the architectural family of the cruciform madrasa. One
must never forget that cruciform here does not refer to a room, but only and always to a court
with four Iwins, counterpart of an atrium with two alae.

There is nothing I could add to van Berchem’s classical exposition, “Origine de la ma-
drasa.” ! Without knowledge of it one can neither write nor read things written on the subject.

The madrasa, i.e., school or college, is not the continuation of the old dir al-ilm of the
early Abbasid caliphate, a universal academy of arts and sciences, itself a survival of Greek and ‘
Iranian academies. The madrasa is a product of orthodox scholasticism, of the “réaction sun-
nite’” against internal heresies in Islam and against attacks from outside. Its beginnings were
the private schools in the houses of the teachers, mostly in Khurasan, the East of the Muham-
madan world; and the great grand vizier of the sultans Alp-Arslan and Malikshah, Nizim
al-Mulk, the author of the Siydsatndmak (“Book on Politics), was the man who had the
vision of what could be achieved by developing such beginnings. He created the madrasas as
political institutions of the state. They are mosques and theological seminaries, they are law
schools where the doctrines founded in orthodox religion and approved by the church and
the state are taught. They are under complete control of the founders and are, therefore, often
chosen as their burial places. Professors and students, selected according to the provisions of
the wagqf, receive salaries and live in madrasas. The teachers, fakih, all theologian-juriscon-
sults, are school teachers and at the same time judges, financial administrators, diplomats,
ministers, and also spiritual guides. They educate the coming generation, there is no civil
career but through the madrasa. The dir al-hadith is a subservient institution, for studying
the oral tradition and preparing it for the use of the fakih.

)

* See “Damascus: Studies in Architecture—I" Ars carum, I, Egypte, Mém. mission arch, frang. au Caire,
Lilamica, IX (1942), 1-53. XIX (1894-1903), 254-69 (1896) and 533-36 (1g00).
! Matériouz pour un Corpus Inscriptionum Arabi- (Hereinafter cited as MCIA.)
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922 MASARRAT MASRIN — MACARRAT ar-NU‘MAN

Masrin; they retreated several days later to their
territory because of their lack of provisions.

For several years, the region of the Djazr was
to witness the constant passage of Crusaders and
Muslims. In 524/r130, ‘Imad al-Din Zangi, having
become atabeg of Mawsil after the assassination of
Ak Sunkur, profited from the conflict which broke
out between Alice of Antikiya, widow of Bohemond,
and her own father Baldwin II, to attack the outlving
parts of Athdrib and Ma‘arrat Masrin, which he
captured for a while from the Franks. In 527/1134,
the amir Sawir, lieutenant of Zangl in Halab, under-
took a plundering expedition against the Djazr and
the citadel of Zardani; he surprised the Franks near
Harim, invaded the territories of Ma‘arrat Masrin
and Ma‘arrat al-Nu“min, and returned to Halab
loaded with booty.

In 571/1¥75, Salah al-Din, in order to bring the
Isma‘ili HashishiyyIn to reason, mounted a punitive
expedition against their territories of Sarmin,
Mafarrat MasrIn and the Djabal al-Summak whose
inhabitants he massacred; he then entrusted to

Shihab al-Din al-Harimi, his maternal uncle, the |

district of Hamait [¢.v.], which was rich in fortresses.

In the Ayyibid period, Ma‘arrat Masrin often
changed masters; in Djumada I 6xg9/July 1222, al-
Malik al-Salih, son of al-Malik al-Zahir Ghazi,
acquired the territories of Shughr and Bakas, Ridj
and Ma‘arrat Masrin, which he was to exchange
later, around 624/1227, for some places situated to
the north-west of Halab, such as ‘Ayntab [¢.v.] and
Rawandan. In 637-8/1240, the region was devastated
by the KhW"irazmians (see KHWARAZM-SHAHS].

In the modern period, the town seems only rarely
to have been visited by travellers. The consul J.-B.
Rousseau speaks of it in 1814 in his description of
the paskallk of Halab. At the end of the rgth century,
Jullien says of Mac‘arrat Masrin that it was a large
village situated in the midst of fields of sesame and
olive-trees in a rich plain, whose great fertility,
before 1914, was praised by Garrett.
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DQV{A‘ARRAT AL-NU'MAN, chef-lien of a
l} 13 d a
half of the Djabal Zawiya,

© southern part of the Belus massif with numerous

villages. Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘min, famous as the birth-
place of the blind poet al-Ma‘ami (¢.v.], is situated
at about 500 m. altitude, in lat. 35° 38° N. and long.
36” 40’ E. Falling within northem Phoenicia, two
days’ journey to the south of Halab or Aleppo
(70 km.), it is situated on the eastem fringe of a massif

" rich in archaeological remains. From west to east,

of North Syria comprising the southern °
which cousists of the :

we have Focene limestones whichk provide cut stone,
cretaceous marl, and, about 1z km. to the east, Plio-
cene basalts which, to the south, take the form of a
flow which traverses the Diabal Zawiya as far as the
Orontes.

There is no running water in the vicinity, and the

inhabitants have to collect rain water in cisterns.
The contributions of rainfall and wells have allowed
a rich agriculture without irrigation since antiquity.
According to Ibn Djubayr, it used to take two days
to cross the area covéred by gardens which stretched
all around the town. This land was, in the Ayyubid
period, one of the most fertile and rich in the world.
To the west of Ma‘arrat al-Nu'min, since classical
times there has been cultivation of ohve trees and
vineyards; near the town, in the gardens, grow
pistachio and almond trees, while to the east, stretch
fields of cereals {corn and bariey). The region pro-
duces three essential commodities: corn, olives and
raisins for immediate export, which leads to ‘‘recur-
ring concentrations in great masses of these specialised
products” (Tchalenko, Villages, 3, 98).
_ If one accepts the identification of Ma‘arrat al-
Nu®man with Ara, the existence of a human settle-
ment on the site of the presest town very near to
Tell Mannas dates back to the first millenium B.C.
In fact, Ara is mentioned in the dssyrian texts among
the conquests of the empire in 738 B.C. There is no
doubt that it is the same town which appears under
the name Arra as one of the Grzeco-Roman cities of
the Antonine itinerary which is identifiable with
the Megara of Strabo and which becomes Marra in the
Latin chroniclers of the Middle &ges, while the WVes-
tern historians of the Crusades call it La Marre or
La Maire. According to the Arab authors the form
Ma‘rrat al-Nu‘min_designate e
period a town and a district m&uated in the fourth
climiate and belonging to the fiund of Hims; then,
from the time of Harfin al-Ragh#d, it wagificorporated
in that of Kinnastin [¢.v.]. This& why the geographer
Ibn Khwradadhbih (d. before 272/885) considers
this region as one of the c%’” {g.v.}. According
to al-%ﬂhuri (d. ca. 279/892¥and al-Yatkubi {d. ca.
278/891) and repeated by Thm Battita (756/1355)
and Khalil al-Zahirl {872/1468} (Zubda), the town
was at one time called Dhat =}-Kusir ‘‘the town of
palaces”, al-Dimashki speaks of Dhit Kagrayn,
“the one with two palaces”.

The second part of the namesf the town, according
to al-Balidhuri, repeated by al-Harawi, is taken from
a Companion of the Prophet, al-Nu‘man b. Bashir al-
Ansari [¢.r.], who, in the eafiphate of Mu‘Awiva,
was governor of Kifa and the region of Hims and
whose son died in Ma‘arra; on#he death of Yazid, the
governor of Ma‘arra is said te have been Nu‘udn b.
Bashir, who himself died in 63/584. There is another
tradition according to which this second name is
taken from al-Nu‘min b. ‘Adi al-Siti¢, of the Bana
Tanikh family who lived in the town and the region.

Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘mian, sinee its establishment,
has been an important crossreads and active economic
centre. The town is situated om the north-south axis,
which, from Kurus at the fost of the Taurus, goes
as far as Palestine passing viz Halab, Hamit, Hims

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM (Mew Edition), vol 5, 1379 Leiden, pp.




	Button9: 
	Button10: 


