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major towns such as al-Rabba. But the relative lack of evidence for
Muslims in southern Jordan in the Umayyad period does seem surprising,
although it is difficult to determine whether it accurately indicates a small
Muslim presence in the area.

While the literary sources refer to a substantial number of cities and
towns, only rarely do they mention any given site more than once or twice;
yet the absence of references cannot be taken as a sign that specific sites
dwindled into insignificance or ceased to be inhabited. As a consequence, it
is difficult to gain a clear picture of how most settlements may or may not
have changed in the period, especially in the late sixth and early seventh
centuries.

Well-Documented Cities |
Only for four sites - Ma‘dn, Udhruh, al-Humayma, and especially al-‘Aqaba
— do written sources provide documentation that is extensive enough to
provide greater insights into their histories in the period.

i Ma‘an

In 8/629 the Muslim raiders on their way to Mu’ta passed through !
Ma‘an, without any hint of meeting Byzantine resistance.50 Evidently by
the time of the raid, the Byzantines had not yet re-established their
authority this far south after the Sasanian evacuation after 628. But they
were able eventually to extend their authority to Ma‘an, as the story of
Farwa indicates:5!

“Farwa ibn ‘Amr ibn al-Nafira al-Judhami of the clan of ]
Nufatha was governor for the Byzantines of the Arabs lying |
near the Byzantine border based on Ma‘an and the surrounding i
land of Syria. When the news [of his conversion to Islam]
reached the Byzantines they went after him, caught him, and
imprisoned him... When the Byzantines determined to crucify
him by a pool in Palestine called ‘Afra, he said: [six lines of
poetry omitted]. Then they beheaded him and hung him up by
that water. May God have mercy on him!”

50 Ibn Hisham, Sira, 792; Guillaume, Life, 532.
StIbid., 591-92; Guillaume, Life, 644-45. 1bn Sa‘d, Al-Tabaqat al-kubrd, ed. Thsin
‘Abbas (Beirut, 1957-60), 1, 262, 281.
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Ibn Ishaq places Farwa’s conversion in 9/630-31, unconnected with any
other events. ‘Afra, modern Hammam ‘Afra, is located in the Wadi 1-
Hasa.s?

Two men sent by al-Walid II (125-26/743-44) stopped at this spot,
described as “the hill of Ma‘an in al-Balga’, upon which is a gasr belonging
to some of the Banii Umayya, with a green garden next to a wide wadi
opposite the gasr”.53 Ibn Hawqal describes the inhabitants of the small town
of Ma‘an as the Bant Umayya;5 these would have settled here after the
Islamic conquest. Whether there were other inhabitants besides the
Umayyads, and whether occupation extended beyond the gasr remains
undocumented; nor has the gasr itself been located.

ii. Udhruh

The inhabitants of Udhruh, said by Ibn Sa‘d to be Jews, as at Jarba, a
mile away,’5 surrendered to Muhammad in 9/630 and agreed to pay the
poll tax. According to some sources, the arbiters between Mu‘awiya and
‘Ali met here in 37/657.5¢ They would have sought a neutral site, not
necessarily one already possessing a sizeable number of Muslim settlers.
Hasan ibn ‘Ali paid homage to Mu‘awiya here in Jumada 1, 41/September
661.57 The ‘Abbasids first went there after ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abbas had died
at al-Ta‘if in 68/687-88, and before they went to al-Humayma.58 In the
ninth century, al-Ya‘qubi describes the inhabitants of Udhruh as mawalf of
the Bano Hashim.%

52 Burton MacDonald, “The Hermitage of John the Abbot of Hammam ‘Afra, Southe
Jordan”, LA 30 (1980), 351-64.
53 Ibn Asakir, Ta'rikh madinat Dimashq. Tarajin al-Nisa’, ed. Sukayna al-Shahab
(Damascus, 1982}, 520; id.,Ta'rikh madinat Dimashg vol. 38 (‘Abd Allah ibn Qays-‘Ab
Allah ibn Mas‘ada), ed. Sukayna Shahabi (Damascus, 1986), 101-3, 106-8.

54 lbn Hawqal, Kitdb siarat al- ard, ed. J.H.Kramers (Leiden, 1938), 185; trans.
J.H.Kramers and G. Wiet, Configuration de la terre (Paris, 1964), 183. \\:
55 Yaqut, Mu'jam al-buldan, ed. F. Wiistenfeld (Leipzig, 1866-73), I, 174-75; Alastair
Killick, “Udruh -1980, 1981, 1982 Seasons, A Preliminary Report”, ADAJ 27 (1983), e
236.

56 Yaqut, loc. cit.

57 Al-Tabari, Ta 'rikh, 11, 198; Ibn Sa‘d, Tubagat , 1, 109,14; 1, 49,26.

58 Anon., Akhbdr al-dawla al-"abbdsiyu, ed. *Abd al-*Aziz al-Diri and ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-

Muttalibi (Beirut, 1971), 108,

59 Kitab al-buldan, 326.
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major towns such as al-Rabba. But the relative lack of evidence for
Muslims in southern Jordan in the Umayyad period does seem surprising,
although it is difficult to determine whether it accurately indicates a small
Muslim presence in the area.

While the literary sources refer to a substantial number of cities and
towns, only rarely do they mention any given site more than once or twice;
yet the absence of references cannot be taken as a sign that specific sites
dwindled into insignificance or ceased to be inhabited. As a consequence, it
is difficult to gain a clear picture of how most settlements may or may not
have changed in the period, especially in the late sixth and early seventh
centuries.

Well-Documented Cities
Only for four sites - Ma*an, Udhruh, al-Humayma, and especially al-‘Aqaba
- do written sources provide documentation that is extensive enough to
provide greater insights into their histories in the period.

i. Ma'‘dn

In 8/629 the Muslim raiders on their way to Mu’ta passed through
Ma'an, without any hint of meeting Byzantine resistance.’® Evidently by
the time of the raid, the Byzantines had not yet re-established their
authority this far south after the Sasanian evacuation after 628. But they
were able eventually 1o extend their authority to Ma‘dn, as the story of
Farwa indicates:3!

“Farwa ibn ‘Amr ibn al-Nafira al-Judhami of the clan of
Nufatha was governor for the Byzantines of the Arabs lying
near the Byzantine border based on Ma'dn and the surrounding
land of Syria. When the news [of his conversion to Islam]
reached the Byzantines they went after him, caught him, and
imprisoned him... When the Byzantines determined to crucify
him by a pool in Palestine called *Afrd, he said: {six lines of
poetry omitted]. Then they beheaded him and hung him up by
that water. May God have mercy on him!”

50 tbn Hisham, STra, 792; Guillaume, Life, 532.
51 Ibid., 591-92; Guillaume, Life, 644-45. lbn Sa‘d, Al-Tabagar al-kubra, ed. Ihsan
*Abbis (Beirut, 1957-60), 1, 262, 281.

J fed L G. QO ;L/NG AND  AVERIL E{x{{%_@w
THE Bf}’:ﬁfv///vc ,4/\/0

CARLY LSLAMIC INEAR

T Pm‘r\ccxen-/\/aw Jerse vy |

he S&H\o-mm“’ Pa\'\cm o-g» %ou-ﬂncrn Jc rcjunx

Southern Jordan * T he N e\u ‘e OP' Hﬁe f;v /‘cJ ence 149

Ibn Ishaq places Farwu’s conversion in 9/630-31, unconnected with any
other events. ‘Afrd, modern Hammam ‘Afrd, is located in the Wadi |-
Hasa 5?2

Two men sent by al-Wulid 11 (125-26/743-44) stopped at this spot,
described as “the hill of Ma‘in in al-Balqa’, upon which is a gasr belonging
to some of the Band Umayya, with a green garden next to a wide wadi
opposite the gasr”.53 Ibn Hawqal describes the inhabitants of the small town
of Ma‘an as the Bani Umayya;34 these would have settled here after the
Islamic conquest. Whether there were other inhabitants besides the
Umayyads, und whether occupation extended beyond the gasr remains
undocumented; nor has the gayr itself been located.

ii. Udhrul

The inhabitants of Udhruh, said by Ibn Sa‘d to be Jews, as at Jarba, a
mile away,’ surrendered to Muhammad in 9/630 and agreed to pay the
poll tax. According to some sources, the arbiters between Mu‘awiya and
*Ali met here in 37/657.5¢ They would have sought a neutral site, not
necessarily one already possessing a sizeable number of Muslim settlers.
Hasan ibn “All paid homage to Mu‘dwiya here in Jumada 1, 41/September

'661.57 The ‘Abbasids first went there after *Abd Alldh ibn *Abbas had died

at al-Ta'if in 68/687-88, and before they went to al-Humayma.s8 In the
ninth century, al-Ya'qabi describes the inhabitants of Udhruh as mawalt of
the Bani Hashim.s

i
o

52 Burton MacDonald, “The Hermitage of John the Abbot of Hammam *Afra, Soulhe
Jordan”, LA 30 (1980), 351-64.

53 Ibn Asakir, Ta'rikh madinar Dimashq. Tarajin al-Nisa’, ed. Sukayna al-Shahab
(Damascus, 1982), 520, id.,Ta rikh madinat Dimashqg vol, 38 (*Abd Allah ibn Qays-* Al
Allih ibn Mas*ada), ed. Sukayna Shahabi (Dumascus, 1986), 101-3, 106-8.
54 [bn Huwyal, Kitdb strat ul- ard, ed. J.H.Kramers (Lclden. 1938), 185; trans.
J.H.Kramers and G. Wiet, Configuration de la terre (Paris, 1964), 183.

53 Yaqu( Micjam al-bulddn, ed. F. Wiistenteld (Leipzig, 1866-73), I, 174-75; Alastair
Killick, “Udruh -19380, 1981, 1982 Seasons, A Preliminary Report”, ADAJ 27 (1983),
236.

36 Yaqat, loc. cit.

ST Al-Tubusi, Tu'rikh, 11, 198; Ibn Sa‘d, Tubagdr , 1, 109,14; 1, 49,26.

58 Anon., Akhbdr al-dawla al-"abbdstya, ed. *Abd al-* Aziz al-Diri and ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-
Mutalibi (Beirut, 1971), 108,

39 Kitab al-buldan, 326.
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MASALTHAYA — MACAN

Thereafter, Maflthiya sinks into obscurity on
the wider stage of history, until it was visited in
the 19th century by G. P. Badger (1842-4), the
French Consul in Mawsil G. Rouet (r845) and
A. H. Layard (1846); Badger found therc oaly
20 Assyrian Christian families.

Bibliography (in addition to references given
in the article): Layard, Niniveh and its remains?,
London 1849, i, 231; Badger, The Nestorians and
their rituals, London 1852, 1, 174; V. Place, Ninjve |
et I'Assyrie, Paris 1867, ii, 153, iii, PL 45; G. Hoff-
mann, Ausziige aus syrischen Adkten persischer
Martyrer, Leipzig 1880, 208 and index; V. Cuinet,
La Turquie d’Aste, Paris 1890-3, ii, 835; Gertrude
Bell, Amurath to Amurath, London 19rr; 284;
C. F. Lehmann-Haupt, Armenien einst und jctii,
Reisen und Forschungen, Berlin 19r10-31, 169-75;
M. Canard, H’amddnides, 115.

(C. E. BosworTH)
{OMACAN, Mu®in, a town of the south of Jor-
dan, lying in lat. 30° 12’ N. and long. 35° 44" E. at
an altitude of 3,523 {t./r,074 m., and the chef-lieu
of the governorate which is to the south of the Karak
[g.v.] one and to the east of the Wadi ‘Araba. The
name is said to come from Ma%n, sou of Lot.

The town is surrounded by gardens which form
an oasis of the western fringe of the desert plain;
to its east are the slopes of the al-Shardt mountain
chain of graaite and perphyry, which rise to 5,665 ft.f
1,727 m. In Ma‘an itself and the neighbourhood are
many springs, the nearest of these being ‘Ayn al-
Dawawi, whose water reaches Ma%n through an
underground conduit, whilst a second conduit
carties water from ‘-\yn al-Diitta as far al-Hammam
to the north of Main, - 4

‘the ports of Phoenicia passed,

In the prehistoric period there were people in
the. region, as Palaeolithic remains attest. When
nomadism and internatiomal trade developed,
Madn became an important meeting-place for
communications, through which the leading natural
route from southwestern Arabia to Damascus and
i.e. the route for
Sabaean trade. A track connected the Gulf of ‘Akaba
with Ma®n, whence routes went northwards to
Moab. The caravan route of al-Nawala went to the
west in the direction of Ghazza and northern Egypt,
and another track went southeastwards via the Da-
mat al-Djandal oasis to Babylonia and the Persian
Gulf. ’

The Syrian route of the Islamic Pilgrimage followed
towards Mecca the old Tabiikiyya track, hence twice
a year, on the outward and the return journeys,
Ma®in was a privileged halt for pilgrims, who could
stock up there with provisions. In the 19th century,
it became a station on the Hidjaz railway. Its place
as a crosstoads and its abundant water supply
have meant that Ma®in has always remained a
vigorous centre of human settlement despite in-
numerable attacks from nomads. It was, as Jaussen

noted “le rendez-vous des caravanes sortant de
P’Arabie”. During the 1st milleaniumm B.C., the !
oasis apparently, according to Musil, 244, was |

controlled by the powers dommatmv the- great |
trade routes, and had a South Arabian colonv,
Sabaean or Minaean, with a South Arabian governor .
who watched lest the local chiefs adopt measures
hostile to the Sabaean or Minaean ruler; Musil
further notes that in the second half of the 8th
century B.C., an Assyrian army penetrated bevond
the Mafan oasis.

Classical sources hardly mention Ma%dy, probably

hecanse the great international trade was councen-

Encyclopaedia of Islam, V

trated on the emporium of Petra. In the Byzantine
period, Ma‘in formed part of the. territory of the
South Arabian tribe of Djudhim {g.v.]. Al-Bakri,
cited by Musil, 247, narrates that Farwa b. ‘Amr of
Djudhim governed Ma‘in on behalf of the Byzantine -
FEmperor, but became a Muslim, rallying to the
Pmphet and presenting him with a white mule: in
retaliation, the Byzantines threw him into prison
and then killed him by crucifixion.

At the time of the expansion of Islam, Ma‘in
acquired a certain importance as a strong point of
the al-Sharat district in the djind of al-Urdunn,
at the eastern end of the road which linked it to the
sea via Petra, the massifs of al-Sharat, Sughir,
Arihd, al-Kuds and Ramla in a six days’ journey.
At this time it was inhabited by the Banil Umayya .-
and their freedmen, from whom travellers could
obtain provisions. In Mamliak times, it became the
chef-lien of a niydda and was a lively market for
slaves; according to various authors, it formed a
manzil (Ibn Khurradidhbih), a manhal {al-Mukad-
dasi) or a markaz along the Pilgrimage route. In
the 18th century, at the time of the return of t
Pilgrimage, the kdtib al-hadjdi was sent from Ma‘in

to Damascus to reassure the inhabitants about the

safety of the pilgrims.

The modern town of Ma%n is stili made up of two
distinct, adjacent entities. To the north, Ma‘in al-
Saghira or al-Shamiyya, sometimes called al-Maghira,
bad in 1910 110 families. To the south, Ma%n al-
Kabira or al-Misriyya, also called ai-Hidjaziyya, had,
according to Musil, 180 families. It was also called
Ma%nr al-Mudiriyya when it became the seat of a
governor, who resided in a palace allegedly built by
Sultan Sulaymin; thers is there & residence for the
kaymakdm, who in Ottoman times depended on the
governor of Bilad al-Sham.

A certain amount of agricultural producmon has
long been a feature of Ma%n, thanks to the oasis’s
permanent irrigation system; grown there are
vegetables and fruit, amongst which are most prized
apricots, pomegranates ‘and peaches; date palms
and poplars also grow there. To the southeast of
Mafan, in the sparse wadis of the uncultivated
steppe lands, strewn with blocks of lava and basalt, N
a few acacias (falh) grow, these being known as wmm
‘ayydsh, with their wood used for making various
household utensils. This species of tree is not found

S

in 1973 62,000. The town itself with its fired and

north of Ma‘an? I
At present, the town forms the chef-lieu of the o
governorate of Ma%n, 638 km.? in extent, whose ce ,’
population in 1961 was 47,000, in 1967 58,000, and S
™
mud-brick houses, its narrow streets with infrequent N
and low doorways, its decayed railway station and
its airport meant for tourists travelling to Petra, is
of no archaeological interest. Its population was ;
estimated in 1912 at 3,000 {Baedeker); in 193z at T~

3,000 still {Guide Bleu). It was 4,500 in 1936, and in
1973 reached g,500. i,
Bibliography Yakugj S.V. {fbn Bqttut\} tr.
Gibb, Travels in Asia and Ajfrica, Ifotiffon 1929,
72; A.Sprenger, Der Lost- und Reiserouten des
Drients, 118-19; Le Stran e,} Palestine under the

Moslems, London 18 1850, 39, '308 R. Brunnow and

A, von Domaszewski, Die  Provincia Arabia,
Strasbourg tgos, i, 470, ii, 1-3, 28r; i, 216-17;
Baedeker, Palesting und Syria, 191z, 147; M.

Gaudefroy-Demombynes, La Svriz g Uépogue des

Mamelouks, Pans 1923, 9-19, 130, 237; A, Musil,
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