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CHAPITRE XX
LAHIDIAN
Situation, limites. B

Le district de Lahidjan, 'un des plus grands et des plus
importants de la province de Guildn, s’¢tend 4 VE. du Se-
1id Road et n'est presque formé que de plaines, avec quel-
ques montagnes au S. Il est borné au N. par la Caspienne,
al’E. parle Languerotd et le Ranikoth, au S. par le Somam
et le Deileman, au S.-O. par le Sidhkal, et a I’0. par le Sefid
Rodd et les districts de Mavazi et Lechtenichih. Il a du
N. au S., c’est-a-dire de l'ancienne embouchure du Sefid
Road a Sarleil, 44 kilomeétres de longueur, et de I'E. 4 I'O.,
ou de Kisodm a Dizbon, 25 kilométres de largeur.

Moustooufi,au huitiéme siecle(quatorzieme), décrit Lahi-
djan comme une ville assez étendue. On y fabriquait beau-
coup de soie et le district produisait du riz, du blé ainsi
que des oranges, des panplemousses et autres fruits de
pays chauds.

Lahidjan. Histeire.

Lahidjan qui, a4 une époque, fut la ville principale du
Guildn et la métropole de cette partie de la plaine, s’éten-
dant & ’E. du Sefld Rodd, remonte a une certaine anti-
quiré. o

Secr b traditien Jecale, elle fub fondée par Lﬂuﬁj iho
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MISCELLANBEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

e Y
RULELRS OIY LATHIJAN AND PFUMAN, IN GILAN, PERSIA

This account of the loeal dynastics of Gilin is culled
{from the following sources i —

1o Ta'vikh-i-Gilin wa Daylamistin (750-894 = 1349~
1488) of Mir Zahivu'd-Din Mar’ashi, published at Ruasht in
330, by Ho L Rabino, from the only known manuseript
which s in the Bodleinn Library.

20 Tarikb--Khand (8800 020 = 14751514y of ‘Al ibn
Shumnse’d-Din ibn BLHE TTasayn Lithiji, edited by B Dorn,
St Pet., 1857,

3. T vik -Gl o A b’ Fattdh Fhinani(923-10388 =
1517-1628), edited by B. Dorn, St. Pet., 1858,

4o Majdlisw’l-Mid‘minin of Qizi Naru'lldh Tustari, in
which appears the genealogy of Awir Kiyid, and a brief
account of his successors.

Other Persian works, such as the Ahsanu't-Tawarikh of
Hasan Beg Ramld, the Sharaf-ndama of Sharafu’d Din

of Bitlis, cte., have also been consulted.

) Linigan

The distriet of Liahijan, one of the largest and most
important of the provinee of Gilan, Hes eastward of the
Safld Rod, and is neavly all plain, having but few
mountaing to the south. It iy bordered on the north by
the Caspian, on the east by Lancariud and Ranikith, on
the south by Sumim and Daybonin, on the south-west by
Siyahkal, and on the west by the Safid Rod and the
districts of Mawazi and Lashtanishah,

Its Tength from north to south, that is from the former
mouth of the Safid Rad Lo Swrlayl, is about 27 wmiles,
and ity width from east to west, or from Kisum to Dizhun,
about 15 miles,

Mustawli In the cighth (fourteenth) century describes
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al-Hawta, lies between the two. tributaries of the
Wadi Tuban, al-Widi al-Kabir and al-Wadi al-Saghir,
about 25 miles north-west of Aden. The town is
surrounded by a fertile area which is cultivated by
means of an elaborate system of irrigation - using
the water of the' wadis and also of wells. Date-
palms abound, as well as cereal crops and vegetables.
In fairly recent years too, cotton has become an
important addition to the local agricultural economy.

Definition. In early Islamic, mediaeval and later
times, Lahdi comprised- a whole area to the north
and north-west of Aden and formed a joint fief
with Abyan whicl: at that time must have extended
much further westwards to the north and north-east
of Aden than the present-day area of the same name.
Perhaps-Lahdi and Abyan in those times might have
been divided by a line drawn due north from Aden,
with the former on the western side and the latter
on the eastern.. It seems that the area of Lahdj
remained "as .described above until the late 1g9th
century, when. the then sultan of Labdj occupied
the territories of  the Subayha, the tribal group
inhabiting - the. territory between Lahdj proper

. and Biab al-Mandab. Thus the Lahdj sultanate was
composed of historic’ Lahdj and Subayhi territory.

History.~ The genealogists connect the geo-
graphical name with the Himyar, Lahdi b. W&’ b.
al-Ghawth b. Katan b. ‘Arib b. Zuhayr b. Abyan b.
al-Humaysa®.- . -

After the Yemen had been won for Islam, Lahg
shared .the fortunes of this extensive province of
the- Arab empire. Lahdj thus passed with the Yemen
to the Umayyads and then to the ‘Abbisids, though
in early times governors in San‘d’ and Hadramawt
must have had little control in the area. In 203/818-19
the’ caliph al-Ma’miin appointed Muhammad b.
‘Abd Allih b. Ziyid as governor of the Yemen.
He was: the founder of the Ziyidid dynasty and
built the Tihama town of Zabid, which was to be
their capital until 4o02frorz-12. Lahdj, with Aden,
Abyan, Hadramawt and al-Shihr, passed into the
hands of the BanG Ma‘n in the time of the Abys-
sinian slaves who ruled Ziyidid territory when the
dynasty came to an end. In 454/1062-3, Aden came
under the control of the Ismi‘ili ‘Al b. Mubammad
al-Sulayhi, though the Ma‘nids were left in effective

_ control until his death in 473/1080-1, when his son,
al-Mukarram Abmad, reclaimed the area. Ahmad
installed as rulers of Aden and the neighbouring
area al-‘Abbas and al-Mas®ad, the two Zuray‘ids,
in return for their past services to the Isma‘ili
cause in the Yemen on behalf of the Sulayhids. The
Zuray“ids remained in power until the entry of the
Ayyibids from Egypt into the Yemen in 569/1173.
Lahdj, with Aden and indeed the rest of the Yemen,
thus came under the control of the Ayyibids (569-
626{r173-1228) and their successors, the Rasiilids
(626-858/1228-1454), who were followed by the
Tahirids (858-ca. 954/1454-ca. 1547).

The expeditionary force led by Husayn al-Mushrif
which the Mamlik Sultan Kansawh al-Ghawrl sent
at the request of the Tahirid Sultan ‘Amir b. ‘Abd
al-Wahhib to prevent the encroachment of the
Portuguese in the Red Sea, and which conquered a
great part of the Yemen, only paved the way for
the Turks. In 945/1538 the Turkish governor of
Kulzum, Sulaymin Pagsha, set out with a fleet and
took Aden, which thus belonged to the Turkish

empire until in 10435/1635 the Turks had to leave

the Yemen to the Zaydi Imims.
In r141/1728, however, the ‘Abdall tribal leader,
Fadl b. “Ali b. Fad! b. $alih b. Silim, made himself

independent of the Zaydis and made Lahdj the
capital of his territory. Thus the area remained under
the ‘Abdall house down to the evacuation of south-
western Arabia by the British in 1967. With the
arrival of the British under Captain S. B. Haines in
1839, when the Lahdj suitan also controlled Aden,
the latter was ceded to the Government of Bombay.
As already mentioned, the vassarea of the Subayha
fell under their sway in the late 19th century. By
the time of the formal signing of the agreement with
the British Government to inaugurate the Federation
of the Amirates of the South in 1959, the Lahdi
sultan Fadl b. “All, as ruler of the senior state in the
Western Aden Protectorate, held the key portiolio of
Federal Minister of Defence and continued in that
post until the collapse of the Federation and decla:a~
tion of the new Republic in 1967.

Bibliography : Government of Bornbay,

An accouns of the Arab lribes in the vicinity of Aden,

Bombay r909; al-Hamdanl, Sifa¢ diasirat al-Arabd,

ed. D.H. Miiller, Leiden 1884-91; H.C. Kay,

Yaman, dis carly mediaeval history, London. 1892;

O. Lofgren, Arabische Texte zur Kenninis der

- Stadt . Aden im  Miitelalter, Uppsala. 1936-50;

A.M. A, Maktari, Waier rights and irrigation

practices in Lahj, Cambridge 1971; R. L. Playfair,

A history of Arabia Felix or Yemen, Bombay 1859;

Sir -J. W. Redhouse and Muhammad Asal, El-

Khaareji's history of the Resilé dynasty of Yemen,

London and Leiden 1906-18; Sir B. Reilly, dden

and the Yemen, London 1960; L.O. Schuman,

Political history of the Yemen at the beginning

of the 16th cendury, Groningen 1962; G. Waterfield,

Sultans of Aden, London 1968; G.R. Smith,

The Ayyubids and carly Rasilids in the Yemen,

London 1974-8. (G. R. SumrtH)
Q(LAHIQ,[AN 1. A town in the Caspian coastal
provmce of Gllan [g.v.] in north-western Persia,
in long. 50° o’ 20" E. and lat. 37° 12’ 30" N. It is
situated on the plain to the east of the lower reaches
of the Safid-Rid and to the north of the Dulfek
mountain, and on the small river Com-khala or
Purdesar, but at some 14 miles/zo km. from the
Caspian Sea shore.

Lahidjin does not seem to have been known as
such to the earliest Arabic geographers, though
legend was to attribute its foundation to Lahidj b.
Sam b. Nah. It does, however, appear in the Persian
Hudad al-‘Glam (372/982) as Lafdiin, one of seven
“large districts” (i.e. it was not yet a town) of the
south-eastern part of Gilin, that known locally as
Biya-pish (‘“‘this side of the water”, diya cognate
with Avestan vaidhi “‘water-course’) as opposed to
Biya-pas (“‘beyond the water”) on the north-westemn
side of the Safid-Riid, which had Fiman [¢.v.] and
Rasht {g.v.] as its centres {tr. Minorsky, 137, § 32.
25, comm. 388-go; on this passage of the Hudid
al-‘alam, see Barthold, in Izvestiya Kavkasz. Istor.-
Arkheol. Instituta, vi [1927], 63-6). In ancient times,
the Safid-Riud or Amardus River [see klzlL 0zEN]
had formed the frontier between the Amardoi or
Mardi to the east and the Gelai or Kadusioi to the
west; see F.C. Andreas, in Pauly-Wissowa, ifz,
1729-33, s.v. Amardos.

During the middle years of the 3rd/gth century,
Lahidjin district formed part of the dominions,
straddling Gilin and the mountainous hinterland of
Daylam [¢.v.], of the Djastanid or Dijustinid Wah-
sidan b. Diastan (still alive in 259/873, according to
al-Tabarj, iii, 1880; see also Sayyid Ahmad Kasravi,
Shahhriydran-i gum-nim, Tehran 1335/1956, 1, 25);
the rulers of Biya-plsh were generally able to extend
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