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[1586] AL-QABTAWRI, ABU L-QASIM

MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
Spg\lRA GELEN DOKUMAN
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ECA, 117

[1586] AL-QABTAWRI, ABU L-QA-
SIM: ABU L-QASIM JALAF B. ABD AL-CAZiZ B.
MUHAMMAD B. JALAF [B. JALAF] B. “ABD AL-
- “AZIZ B. MUHAMMAD AL-GAFIQI AL-QABTAWRI
AL-ISBILI (Sevilla, 25 sawwal 615=14 enero
" 1219-Medina, principios 704=aprox. 4 agosto
1304), secretario de la dinastfa ceuti de los azaffes,
sobre todo de Abii -Qasim al-°Azafi, y autor de
un buen nimero de cartas oficiales, algunas de las
cuales han llegado a nosotros reunidas en un
divin. Su nisha geogrifica, al-Qabtawri, cuya
exacta vocalizacién es precisada por las fuentes,
hace referencia a Qabtawr, poblacién identificada
con Isla Mayor, en la actual provincia de Sevilla.
Dos de sus bidgrafos, los egipcios al-Suyit e Ibn
Hayar al-“Asqalani, afiaden en su cadena genealé-
gica un segundo antepasado de nombre Jalaf,
haciendo del bisabuelo de nuestro personaje hijo
de un homdénimo, cosa que el resto de las fuentes
omiten, incluidas las andalusfes. Por dltimo, mds
claro parece el error de la funya Abi 1-Ganz'im
que le atribuye el bidgrafo egipcio al-Magqriz.

Conocemos relativamente poco de la vida de
este canciller, a pesar de la importancia e influen-
cia que, por su profesién, debié de tener en la
Ceuta azafi. Las distintas fuentes ofrecen préctica-
mente los mismos daros, pues al-Maqqari se

limita a copiar de Ibn Hajar y de al-Suyiri y-

éstos de al-Dahabl y al-Safadi. Ni siquiera sus
contempordneos Ibn Rusayd, al-Tuibi y al-Wadi

Asi, que lo conocieron personalmente y fueron .

alumnos suyos, ofrecen informacién detallada
sobre su vida.

La fecha completa de su nacimiento la propor-’

ciona al-Wadi AS1, quien dice creer haberla oido
del mismo al-Qabtawri; la sitia exactamente el
dfa 25 de sawwal de 615 (=14 enero 1219) esto
es, apenas tres décadas antes de la caida de Sevilla
en manos castellanas. La mayorfa de las fuentes lo
hace natural de la misma ciudad de Sevilla, pero
M. C. Mosquera (La sefioria de Ceuta, 174) cree
que su nacimiento pudo haber tenido lugar en
realidad en la mencionada alquerfa sevillana de
Qabtawr o Isla Mayor, de donde huiria en direc-
cién a Sevilla tras la algara cristiana de’ 623
(=1226) y el posterior saqueo de la localidad y
cautiverio de buena parte de sus habitantes (al-
Hunyan, Rawd, 454/tr., 298); sin embargo, no

consta por las fuentes que nuestro biografiado

naciera en la poblacién que dio nombre a su

patronimico ni residiera en ella en mngun mo-
mento de su vida, por lo que no se trata mds que -
* junto con su buena caligraffa y su facilidad para

de una posible hipétesis.

En cualquier caso, nos situamos ya en los
dificiles afios de la etapa final de la Sevilla al-
mohade, y en este adverso ambiente debié de
iniciar su formacién. Lo hizo de manos de su
padre, el hifiz y poeta Abil |-Asbag “Abd al-“Aziz,
el cual habia sido discipulo del tradicionista
sevillano Abii 1-“Abbas Ibn al-Riimiya (Mustafiid,
451). Profundizé en el conocimiento de la grami-
tica con el estudio de la fundamental obra al-
Kirab (El Libro) del oriental Sibawayhi con el .
conocido gramdtico sevillano Abi I-Hasan/Abi I-
Husayn al-Dabbag, con quien rambién estudid las
siete lecturas candnicas del Cordn; aprendié
asimismo del gramdtico sevillano Aba I
Hasan/Abi I-Husayn Ibn Abi I-Rabf® y con Abi
Umayya Ibrahim b. Hamdiin. Es muy probable
que, mds tarde, en Ceuta, volviera a encontrarse
con Ibn Abi I-Rabr, quien se habfa refugiado en
la ciudad norteafricana tras la conquista cristiana
de Sevilla.

En el caso de nuestro autor, y aunque las
fuentes nada espec1ﬁquen al respecto, es igual-
mente probable que se viera obligado a abandonar
su ciudad natal para establecerse en Ceuta como
consecuencia de la toma de Sevilla por parte de
Fernando III en el afio 646 (=1248), pues nos
consta que un afio después ya se encontraba en
Ceuta ejerciendo como secretario de Abi [-Qasim
al-*Azafi (g. 647-77=1250-79), nuevo sefior de la
ciudad norteafricana, cosa que podemos deducir
de la datacién de las cartas 63, 72 y 82 hacia
principios de la época azafi. En concreto, la carta
n® 7 recoge el momento en que el Sefior de
Ceuta reconoce a al-Murtada (g. 646-665=1248-
66) como califa almohade, lo que la hace datablc
en el afio 647 (=1249-50).

Desde este momento y, al menos hasta el 682
(=1283-4), fecha de datacién de la 22 carra con-
servada, al-Qabtawrl ejercié de secretario de la
cancillerfa para mds de un régulo de esta dinastfa,
como Aba Hatim Ahmad (g 677-8=1279-80) y
Abw Tilib Abd Allah al-Azafi (678-713=1280-
1313-4).

A su llegada a Ceuta procedente de Sevilla,
con unos 30 afios de edad, al-Qabtawri debfa de
poseer ya un amplio bagaje cultural, sobre todo
en disciplinas relacionadas con el Cordn, la
gramdtica y el léxico drabe. Pero su actividad
formativa no- queds aqul nos consta, por ejem-
ploy que en Ceuta recité el Kirab al-Sifi’ (Libro
de la curacién) del cadi “Iyad a Muhammad b. al-
Qisim al-Angari al-Sabti, el conocidé autor. del
fjtisar al-ajbar (Compendio de noticias). Esto,

Enciclopedia de la Cultura Andalusi: Biblioteca de al-Andalus, edit.
Jorge Lirola Delgado, vol. VII, Almeria 2012. ISAM DN. 230158,
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THE ERCYCLOPAED

... KABR —aL-KABTAWRI

[A OF ISLAM (New Edition), Yol1¥, 1878 LEIDEN.pp.

[{0579

simple it may be. To mark the site of the tomb the
more lenient among them permit at the most the
construction of a lowly erection of unfired brick
(labin); the use of fired brick (adiurr) is firmly advised
against as it would be the first step towards ornamen-
tation. This modest construction must not be rough
cast (though this is permitted by the Hanafis only)
and must bear no inscription relating to the deceased
(paradoxically enough, Ibn Hazm allowed his name
10 be inscribed) nor even passages from the Kur’an.
1t is blameworthy to build a dome or any monument
whatsoever above a tomb. It is obvious that this
teaching, which the fukahad® based on traditions that
they traced back to the Prophet, was never respected,
except in impoverished villages. In the presence of
the considerable number of richly decorated tombs
found in all Muslim countries, it must be admitted
that there are few areas where the divorce between
theory and practice was so marked. No doubt this
_was the result of the nature of the condemnation
‘formulated by the legal scholars: the decoration of
tombs is blameworthy, reprehensible (makrah), but
not haram, that is, categorically forbidden; this has
given rise to the almost general belief that their
decoration does not absolutely infringe religious law.

The permissibility of visiting tombs (ziyarat al-
kubiir) was admitted very early on by idima®; all
the schools, including the Hanbalis and Zahiris, even
went so far as to recommend the practice, while
forewarning the faithful to shun the behaviour char-
acteristic of Christian pilgrimages (carrying candles,
chanting, distributing alms). -

Bibliography: (I)—Ibn Kudama, Mughni,

Cairo 1368, ii, 507; Ibn Rushd, Bidayai al-mudi-

tahid, Cairo 1952, i, 235; Ibn Hazm, Muhpalla, Cairo

1347, Vv, 133; Khalil b. Ishak, Mukhtasar, tr.

Bousquet, Algiers 1956, i, nos. 46 and 47; Zayla9,

Tabyin, Cairo 1313, i, 245. (I)—Ibn Taymiyya,

Fatawa, Cairo 1326, iv, 302-6; H. Laoust, Essai

sur les doctrines... d’Abmad b. Taimiya, Cairo

1939, 334-5. See‘also DIANAZA, ZIVARA.

" {Y. LINANT DE BELLEFONDS)

KABRA, in Spanish Cabra, a town in a moun-
tainous region of Andalusia to the south-east of Cor-
doba, situated at an altitude of 448 m. on the slopes
of the Sierra de Cabra; at present it is the centre
of a partido judicial of the province of Cordoba and
has a population of 20,000.

The Muslim town of Kabra, which succeeded the
Roman Igabrum — one of the principal cities of
Baetica according to Pliny — ranked as one of the
fortresses of al-Andalus. Colonised by the djund
of Wasit in “Irak in the time of the governor Abu
']-Khattar al-Kalbi (125/743-127/745) under the
Umayyads it was the centre of a relatively small
district (k@ra) which took in Ecija. A single kadi had
jurisdiction over both these towns. The bishopric of
Kabra, which date from the 4th century AD.,
continued to exist under the Umayyad caliphate.
Some rare, and unfortunately too brief, descriptions
by Arab geographers speak of the equable climate,
the abundance of running water, the profusion of olive
groves and the luxuriant vegetation of Muslim Kabra;
they bear witness to the existence of a great mosque
with three aisles and a busy street-market. Not
far from the town some lead mines were worked.

Mukaddam b. Mu‘afa (d. 299-300/g12 [g.v.]}, the
sriginator of the muwagshshah, was a native of Kabra.

Ikabra was involved in the frontier disputes be-
tween the Castilians and the Andalusian Muslims.
abbis b. Maksan, the Zirid dynast of Granada, cap-
tured it u 419-20/1029-30. Conguered by Ferdinund

111 (the Saint) in 641/1244, the town belonged succes”
sively to the Council of Cordoba and to the Order of
Calatrava. In 733/1333 the Nasrid Muhammad 1V
seized Kabra, destroyed the ramparts and part of the
castle, and sent the inhabitants to captivity in
Gramada. “Re-populated shortly afterwards by the
Master of the Order of Calatrava, Kabra sub-
sequently reverted to the Crown of Castile. In 849/
1445 Henry 1V gave the town to Diego Fernandez of
Cordoba in reward for his services and granted him
the title of Count of Cabra.

Various remains dating from the time of the Mus-
lim occupation, in particular a ruined castle, can still
be seen in Kabra.

Bibliography: 1drisi, Description de I'A-
frigue et de PEspagne, ed. Dozy and De Goeje,
174, 205; 1bn ‘Abd al-Muntim al-Himyari, La Pé-
ninsule Ibérique. .., ed. Lévi-Provengal, Leiden
1938, mnotice 134, X49-50 (Arabic text), 178-9
(French tr.); Ibn al-Khatib, Lamha, 78; idem,
Ihata, ed. Indp, 1, 440, 5471; idem, A‘mal al-
allim, 229; Crénica de D. Alfonso X1I, Biblioteca de
Autores - espaiioles, 1xvi, new ed., Madrid 1953;
P. Madoz,.  Diccionario geogrifico-estadistico-his-
térico de Espaiia y sus. posesiones de uliramar,
v, Madrid: 1840, 40-50; Sobre. el nombre y la pairia

 del autor. de la “muwaS$aba’’, in al:Andalus, ii
(1934), 215-22; E. Lévi-Provengal, H.E.M., iii,
index. (R. ARIE)
— KABSH[seesapw (I11a), YORUK, ZAKAT, and SILAH].
O AL-EABTAWRI, Apv "L-KAsiM KHALAF B. ‘ABD
aL-SAziz AL-GHAFIKI, poet and letter-writer,
from the island in the Guadalquivir called Kabtawra
or Kabtira (formerly Caput Tauri, Ibn Khaldin—
de Slane, Hist, des Berbéres, ii, 113; today Isla Mayor,
south of Seville). The son of a Sevillian scholar, he was
born in -Shawwil 615/December 1218-January 1219.
After the fall of Seville (646/1248) he moved to Ceuta,
where he became head of the chancellery of the
tpzafid emirate; following the death of the amir
Abu ’1-Kasim al-®Azafi he Jeft Ceunta for Tunis and
there taught hadith. He made two pilgrimages to
Mecca, the first from Ceuta and the second from
. Tunis in 696/1297. Subsequently he settled in Medina,
dying there in 704[1304. Among his teachers were
Abu 'I-Hasan al-Dabbadi and Ibn Abi ’1-Rabif,
then, in the East, al-Gharrafi, while his students
included Ibn Sayyid al-Nas, Ibn Diabir al-Wadiyashi,
tAbd al-Muhaymin al-Hadrami, Abu ’1-Kasim al-
Tudjibi and Ibn Rushayd {g.v.}.

Only a portion of his poetic output survives, but
to judge from the extracts preserved in the works
of biographers and the riklas of al-Tudiibi and Ibn
Rushayd, al-Kabtawrl was a minor poet who con{
formed to the tastes of his age by cultivating formal
stylishness. His letters date from the period when he
was head of the chancellery at Ceuta. M. H. El-Hila
(Lettres d'al-Gafiqi, Sorbonne thesis 1967) has col-
lected eleven letters preserved in the SAbdelliyya
Library in Tunis {no. 2804) and two other communi-
cations reproduced in al- Dhakhira al-saniyya, ed.
Ben Cheneb, Algiers 1920, 113-23 (the author is un-
named but the historical data, in conjunction with
internal textual criticism, make their attribution to
al-Kabtawri extremely likely).

This body of correspondence supplies new partic-
ulars about political aspects of the relationship be-
tween the countries of the Maghrib and the connex-
sans between the Maghrib and Spain in troudbled and
confused times. Strong light is thrown on the policy
of Centa vis-a-vis both the Nasrid kingdom of Grana-

dn and the two Moroccan states (Almohad ana
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