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gabila — tribe; sha'b ~ people qawm nation
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Out of these three terms the second and third are used in present-day Arab media and
politics quite often — or possibly most of the time — in the European sense, making full
-use of the demagogy implied in the terms: ‘the will of the people’ or ‘the national agenda’.

The last word, gawm was the basis of the modern Arab word for ‘nationalism’: gawmiyya |
which — needless to say — entered the Arabic language from European thinking along with
the concept that it denotes. However, the original meaning of the words is very different
from the way they are used these days: originally they were connected with the tribal
structures and their typical Middle Eastern form, the segmented lineage system.

" Out of the three the most important one is gabila, the exploration of which will
help us understand the original semantics of the other two as well. We will not go into

detail here about the structure and logic of the segmented lineage system as a rea-

sonably exhaustive description has been given in ‘asabiyya. As explained there, the
different levels of a segmented society always behave - or choose not to behave - as a
unit depending on a specific situation, usually some kind of conflict; just which seg-
ments of the tribe choose to cooperate at any given moment depends on the political
and military situation. So there are no absolute and permanent tribal units, and this
is reflected in the language. In principle the meaning of gabila is ‘tribe’, which refers
to a specific level of segmentedness, but in reality the word is used for several dif-
ferent levels of tribal segments; its meaning of the moment depends on the situation.
The same is true for the other Arabic words used for tribal segments, one of which is
. sha'b, currently meaning ‘the people’. The terminology. is hopelessly confused: there
are several different words used for different levels of segmeiits, which are practically
interchangeable and inasmuch as they are not, there are only very small differences
in their shades of meaning. What is beyond doubt is that the Bedouin have never had
a precisely defined terminology with specific words allocated to the different levels
of tribal segmentation. Instead there is a whole host of words, including gabila and, in
the past sha‘b as well, whose meaning has changed from one tribe to another and even
within one tribe its meaning depends on the specific situation. Often these words are,
effectively, used as each other’s synonyms. The best known and most frequent ones,
in addition to gabila, are ‘ashira, bayt (‘house’), batn (‘belly’), fakhidh (‘thigh’) and
hamiila’. Another important factor is the frequently encountered phenomenon of ri-

1 For more detail see Zoltdn Szombathy: The Roots of Arabic Genealogy; A Study in His-
torical Anthropology, Piliscsaba (The Avicenna Institute of Middle: Eastern Studies),
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Muslim Political Theory: a Comparative Terminological
Investigation, edit. Miklos Maroth, Piliscsaba: The Avicenna
Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, 2010. ISAM Dn. 246501
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3986 | Kabales
K1. KABALES (voir Bakales, E8 IX, B17)

X2, KABOUDIA (voir Caput Vada, Eg XII)

« KABYLIE »

La Kabylie, principale région berbérophone d’Algérie, occupe une place trés
particulitre dans I'ensemble du monde berbére contemporain; cette simation
justifie une attention particuliére, avec un dossier considérable qui rassemble 18
notices — et qui bien sir est loin d’étre exhanstif! Le poids démographique de
la Kabylie, son rdle dans I’histoire récente de I'Algérie, I'importance et le dyna-
mistne de ses élites de tous types, son rdle décisif dans I'émergence de la cons-
cience gt de 1a revendication berbéres contemporaines en font; 4 tous égards, une
région phare du monde berbére. Les évolutions actuelles et & venir de la Kabylie
seront sans aucun doute dérerminantes pour P’avenir et 1a survie méme de Piden-
tité berbére, bien au-dela des frontidres de I’Algérie.

On s’est attaché 4 présenter dans ce dossier les aspects les plus structurants,
sur la longue durée, dela société kabyle et de son histoire; ceux &1, ~i qui permet-
tent de rendre compte de ses évolutions récentes, en évitant cepenaant les pidges

-d'une actualité chaude, aux développements et 4 la signification incertains. La,

Kpbylie, 2 Pévidence, est porteuse d’avenirs multiples.
Y P

‘La plupart des contributions étant conséquentes, elles ont été organisées en
notices indépendantes, pour &viter une notice ¢ Kabylie » énorme, subdivisée en
de-trop hombreuses rubriques et sous-rubrigues.

EB

/e &
K3.KABYLIE: GEOGRAPHIE g7, 077 #be
L A AR
La (ou les) Kabylie(s) forment un segment du systéme montagneux de Atlas
tellien du Nord-Est de PAlgérie. C’est un véritable isolat géographique et
physigue, semblable 4 une oasis dans le désert; - ne 'appelle-t-on pas la « Suisse
africaine » ou « I’Auvergne africaine »?

Les géographes ont l’hébitude de distinguer plusieurs « Kabylies »: Grande-
Kabylie, Petite Kabylie et Kabylie de Collo ou numidique. Elles sont toutes
« comprimées » éntre quatre grands espaces naturels : la Méditerranée au Nord,
les Hauts Plateaux au Sud, I’Algérois 4 I'Ouest et le Constantinois 4 Est. Elles
correspondent au Tell de I’ Algérie orientale, soit 13 000 km? (0,6 % du territoire
de ’Algérie).

Cette chame de montagnes berbérophones se subdivise, ¢’Ouest en Bst, en
quatre m nassifs : la Kabylie du Djurdjura 4 I'Bst d’Alger; la Kabylie des Babors
spr la n\;: droite de la Soummam ; la Kabylie des Bibans & I'Est de I'Oued Sahel;
14 Kabylie de Collo ou numidique a4 I’Ouest de Annaba et au Nord du Cons-
tantinois,

I es Kabylies constinent une région naturelle homogéne par ses raits physiques
(90 % de relief montagneux), son climat (plus de 1000 mm par an de pluvio-
métrie), sa couverture végétale (60 % de foréts et maquis), son peuplement
(densité supérieure A 250 habirants an km?), son habitat, sa langue (berbére), son

Kabylie : géographie | 3987
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La Kabylie : géographie physique.
Principaux centres urbains.

histoire récente (ex-wilaya I de PATN-FLN), ses sols et sous sols, son éconormie
trop pauvre pour fixer sur place et nourrir des millions d’habitants, son degré
élevé de sismiciré.
Par simplification, les géographes les désignent aussi par dewx autres vocables:

« Kabylie occidentale » et « Kabylie orientale ». La premiére englobe la Kabylie
du Djurdjura ainsi que la Basse-Kabylie, espace géographique situé enire la
plaine de la Mitidja 4 ’Ouest et le massif du Djurdjura 4 I'Est. La seconde,
qualifiée de Petite-Kabylie est composée de la vallée de la Soummam—Sahel des
Babors, des Bibans et du massif numidique.

La Grande-Kabylie (5000 km?) est délimitée au Nord par la mer Méditer-
ranée (100 ki de littoral desservi par la RN24, comprant trofs petites agglo- .
mérations portuaires : Dellys, Tigzirt et Azzefoun), 4 'Ouest par la dépression
formée par 'oued Sahel, et au Sud/Sud-Est par la chaine du Djurdjura, en arc
de 60 km de longueur environ, culminant 4 2308 m, an sommet de Lalla
Khedidja. La « capitale » régionale étant Tizi~-Ouzou.

Entre le Djurdjura {traversé par six cols) etla Méditerranée, Pespace est divise
en plusieurs zones naturelles: le massif littoral, la dépression du Sébaou (asif n
Eemrawa, asif n Sabaw) longé par la RN12, le massif central traversé par plusieurs
oueds et axes routiers longimdinaux, la dépression de Draa El Mizan, longée par’
la RIN30.

La Petite-Kabylie (5000 km?) est divisée en quatre zones géographiques
homogénes:

—Ta dépression centrale formée par la vallée Sahel-Soummam, longée par la

RN 26, reliant 1a ville portuaire de Bejaia ou Bgayer (Pancienne capitale des
Hammadites) 4 Bouira ( Tibirezs), porte des Hautes-Plaines orientales;
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the Tuareg; the Fulbe.)
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KUR’AN-I KERIM’DE SOSYAL GRUPLAR ~ vwax\leh

Ziilfikar Durmus’

OZET

Kur’sn-1 Kerim, sosyoloji ilmi agisindan bahsedilen tabif ve idealist sosyal gruplardan
bahsetmekte, fakat insanlart idealist gruplara yéneltmektedir. Bu dogrultuda onlara rehberlik etmektedir.

Bu makalede, Kur’dn’da yer alan sosyal gruplardan; timmet, millet, karn, ehil, kabile, agiret ve
ashab gibi belli baglicalari sosyolojinin tiplerine aktariimaksizin veya onlarla mukayese edilmeksizin
niceliksel olarak biiydikten kiigiige dogru irdelenmektedir. :

Kurdn’in toplumun kabilelere ve gsubelere aynlmasmm “tefriif’ igin oldugunu &zellikle
vurgulamasi, toplumun benzer yonleri ve taraflamnin yanmda farkly yénlerinin ve taraflarmm da
bulundugunu géstermektedir. Deger unsuru olarak kabile veya bir kabileye mensubiyet degil, inang ve
takva esas almmakta, kabile realitesi tanmnmakla birlikte kavmiyet ve kabilecilik anlayis:
reddedilmektedir.

Anahtarkelimeler: Sosyal grup, iimmet, millet, kabile, “tedriif”.

ABSTRACT

The Holy Qur’an mentions both natural and idealistic social’ groups which are discussed in
sociological view, but directs human being to idealistic. groups. It guides them through this direction.

In this article; the social groups taking place in the Qur’an are investigated according to just their
quantity, from-bigger to smaller,. not investigated by transferring (transmitting) to~known seciological
types like religious community (fimmet); nation, generation (karn), people (ehil), tribe ( kabile), kindred
(asiret), companions (ashab), or by comparision with them.

The Qur'an especially emphasizes. that the reasen-for distinction of societies into tribes and
branches is to get acquainted with each other and underlines the fact that there are not only common and
smilar aspects.and sides-but also different-sides. Accepting a tribe or an attiribution as worth element
(component) is rejected -and belief and thought of responsibility to Allah are accepted as degree of
worthyness. Nonetheless, tribe is acknowledged as a reality.

Keywords: social group, religious community, nation, tribe, acquainted with.

GIRIS

Insamn bir anne babadan yaratildigmi, daha sonra subelere ve kabilelere
ayrildigm: agiklayan Kur’an, insamn pek ¢ok kimlige sahip oldugunu ¢esitli vesilelerle
ifade etmektedir. Insan, sosyo-kiiitiirel, sosyo-politik, sosyo-ekonomik ve etnik
sebeplerle baz1 degerleri veya insana ait bazi kimlikleri oncelemek suretiyle kendini

tanimlama ve diger varliklardan farkliligini ortaya koyma ihtiyacini hissetmektedir.

Yrd. Dog. Dr., Inénii Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi, zdurmus@inonu.edu.tr

_httpeftwww. dinbilimleri.cony/ ISAM DO3296




[

)
L
THE ERNCYCLEGPAEDIA OF ISLAM [New Edmion), Yol.lll, 1971 LEID

EN, pp.

U Lo
en g

330

- HAYOLA ZHAYY 5. VAKZAN

noted here that the world of '‘material forms” (suwar
mdddiyya, a emmmon expression) is not confined to
the corporeal world. Primary matter, hayiild, can
receive forms ather than corporeal (Ishdrat, 98). Ibn
SInd appears kere to allude to the world of Celestial
Souls, showing also, perhaps, some influence of the
Shil “‘spiriteaf matter”. The world of Separate
Intellects, however, is usually represented as free
from all mattezr.

In the fammws Risdla fi 'I-%ighk {ed. Mehren,
Leyden 1894, 53}, it is the term hayild that denotes
the first of the three simple Selfhoods that have
no existence of themselves: matter, form, accident.
They too are pervaded by the impulse of “Ishk, of
*‘desire”; it is with an “innate” (gharizi) desire, we
might say “=m ontological desire”, that matter
desires form, without which it does not exist, and
form desires matter, as its substratum. We find here
again the positivedesire for form that we have already
found in Isma%F systems.

Many otherxeferences to the faldsifa could be given.
We should nete in Ibn Sina (an Aristotelian line

of thought, inffeenced by Alexander of Aphrodisias?) -

the idea of a “imaterial intellect”, al-%akl al-hayilini,
conceived of aspure potentiality vis-a-vis all know-
ledge, and so ezlled because “‘of its resemblance to
primary mattes, which by itself possesses no form,
while being thesabject for all existing forms” (Nadjat,
165). The expression is not found in al-Kindj, or in
the Ma‘ini al*sB! of al-Farabi. We find it again in
Ibn Rughd. :

5. To represent the idea of “‘matter’; %ilm al-kaldm
normally uses midda. Hayiild, however, occurs many
times in the 4shris and’ the later Maturidis, who
summarize and refute falsafa. From them the term
passes into the mermal philosophical vocabulary. Of
very many examples which could be given, here are
three. Al-Dijuwsynl (Irshdid, ed. and trans. Luciani,
Paris 1938, 13%2) introduces haydld in connexion
with the (refa%ed) thesis of the mulhida (**hetero-
dox”). He says that they call substances (diawdhir)
“hayald” or “middda”, and accidents “form’ (siira).
The ideas in guestions are represented better by the
“modern” Ash%ais. In his Muhassal (Cairo n.d., 83),
Fakhr al-Din s%Rizi gives a clear summary of the
thought of Ibm Sini: bodies are composed of matter
and form (hay&Ed and sifra); hayigld is the receptacle
of form. Finalls, in his Ta‘rifat (ed. Fliigel, Leipzig
1845, 279), al-Bjardiini defines hayild as “‘a Greek
word” denoting “foundation” (asl) and “matter”
(middda). He says that the “technical sense” s
“substance” (gg@whar) which, in a body, is in a state
of receptivity fo evervthing that happens to the
body; hayili & the *‘receptacle of corporeal and

specific forms™. {Thy notion of djawhar is itself

open to discusson’ at this point.)

Bibliography: (apart from works cited in the
article}: L. 3¥assignon, Passion d'al-Halldj, Paris
1922, 630 i S. van den Bergh, Die Epilome des
Metaphysik des Averroes, Leyden 1924, passim;
A.-M. Goichus, Lexique de la langue philosophique
d'1bn Sing, Paris 1938, nos 736-8 and 4309,11; Abi
Rida, Rasa@ al-Kindi, Cairo 1369/1950, i, intro-
duction to e Risdla fi '1-abl, especially 319-31;
H. Corbin, L¥magination créatrice dans le soufisme
d'Ibn *Arabi, Paris 1958, 220-1; idem, Histoire de
la philosophiz islamigue, Paris 1964, 196, 308-10.

. (L. GARDET)
kHAYY, Araluiz name for the *clan”, that is to say

of the primary groupin g in nomadic life, excellent-

ly described be Néldeke as one of warriors who

I . h and ) A
grwbu(k(an)bnounr at the same encampment’ and move about
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together. The bond between its members is regarded
as a blood relationship, and entails their collective
responsibility for any murder committed by a feljow-
tribesman, as well as the imperative obligation to
avenge bloodshed. An alliance between two clans
is cemented by magico-religious rites involving the
mingling of blood, and the swearing of an oath while
dipping the right hand into a vessel originally filled
with blood is taken from this ceremonial. These
facts, brought to notice by Robertson Smith in 1885
in his famous work on kinship and marriage in
ancient Arabia, stil] entirely retain their validity, but
his interpretation of the Semitic social institutions as
being totemism was challenged as early as 1886 by
Noldeke in his critical study of the work. Although
this theory of totemism today appears to have lost
some of its attraction, the hypothesis of a matriar-
chal period Ppreceding the patriarchal one is sup-
ported by numerous arguments. The terminology
for the sections of tribes includes several names of
parts of the body, such as bain ‘'stomach”, Sfakhidh

“*thigh”, etc., -which are ‘explained by “Robertson

Smith, not without probability, as metaphors ofigin-
ally signifying the uterine parent, and then, after
the change to the patriarchal system, the male organs
symbolized by the knees, kidneys or thighs. Com-
parable features will be found in Germanic and Indo-
European vocabularies. Even the term which desig-
nates kinship in the clan indicates clearly enough
that this must previously have been one of maternal
filiation, for rakim is nothing but the name of the
uterus. As for the word kayy, it seems natural to
include it in the same series, noting that the root

kyw, clearly apparent in hayawin “animal” and in -~ -

the Kur’anic spelling of hay[wlat “life”, certainly
attained this abstract sense only after having pre-
viously borne a concrete meaning that is revealed
by the substantive hayi® *“vulva™, from which the

secondary abstract meaning of “‘modesty, shame” -

also derives. This symbol of fecundity must have
been common Semitic. However, in Hebrew the
corresponding root haydk has only the meaning *to
live”, but the name of Eve, the mother of the human
race, Hawwah, which is explained in Genesis (111,
20) by a Piel form “who gives life”, could well repre-
sent the concrete starting point of the same semantic
derivation. S ‘ :
In certain modern dialects the word kayy denotes
a quarter in a town or settlement, more precisely a
quarter inhabited by the same ethnic or tribal
element [see MADINA, MAHALLAL
Bibliography: Robertson Smith, Kinship and
marriage in carly Arabia, Cambridge 188 5; No&ldeke,
review of the preceding, in ZDMG, xI (1886), 176;
J. Henninger, Le problime du totémisme chez les
Arabes aprés quatre-vingls ans de recherches, in
Actes du V1e Congrds intern. des sc. anthr. ot ethn.,
Paris 1964, ii, 405-4; idem, La société bédouine an-
cienne, in L' Antica socield beduina (Univ. di Roma,
Studi Semitici, 2), Rome 1959, 69-93; Bible du
Centenaire, Paris (Société Biblique) 1941, i, 4, 0. f.
(J. LECERF)
HAYY B. YAKZAN, the name of the principal
character of two philosophical allegories,
one by Ibn Sinid, Kissat Havy b. Yakzdn, and the
other by Ibn Tufayl, Risilat Hayy b. Yakzan fi
asrdr al-kikma al-mushrikiyya (L. Gauthier's vocal-
ization; Hourani gives it as mashrikiyya). Until the
end of the 19th century the Risdla of Ibn Tufayl was
much better known than Ibn Sini’s short work, the
contents of which if not the title were unknown. The
similarity in titles led to the belief that there was 2
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Namen ist hier lokalesi,und temporales Vorkommen
festzustellen; nicht wenig wirkte gerade hier die Mode,
die sich selbst bei niherem und reicherem Material so
schwer fassen lisst.

24, Unter Sippe wird hier verstanden der Verband
von Familien, die sich gemeinsamer Abstammung
bewusst sind und die Bestimmungen iiber das Ver-
hiltnis der Angehiorigen verschiedener Familien zue.in-
ander auf das Blutband griinden. Unter Stamm wird
hier verstanden der Verband von Familien und Indi-
viduen, der die Gemeinsamkeit des Wohnsitzes und df:’,l'
wirtschaftlichen . und politischen Interessen als die
Grundlage der Kinheitlichkeit betrachtet. Darnach .ist
der Text zu modifizieren, sofern er missverstindlich
ist und den Anschein weckt, als sei der Stamm dadurch
von der Sippe verschieden, dass er Gruppen zisammen-
schliesst, die sich durch einen gemeinsamen Ahn in
weiterem Abstande geeint fithien, Es ist al_)er zu bet
werken, dass diese Vorstellung, auch der Stamm sei
durch gemeinsame Abstammung verbunden, tatsichlich
bei vielen Stimmen geherrscht hat (Sabiner von Sabus,
Teutonen von Teut u. v. a)* Sie ist das Erzeugnis
der mechaunischen Hirntitigkeit, die nach der Analogie
verfahrend in dem grossen Verbande nichts sieht als
cine Erweiterung des kleineren, bezw. das Allgemeine
im Verhiiltnis zum Besonderen, geziichtet durch die,
die den Stammn fiir jhre Sonderinteressen besser aus-
zuniitzen glaubten, indem sie die Suggestion des ge-
meinsamen Ursprungs als Kitt verwandten. — Ein
Wort fiir ,Sippe® besitzt das Siidarabische nicht. I:-)as
5nN ahl, das man irrigerweise dafir gehalten, hat eine
andere Funktion (sieche Ausf, 27); die ,Sippe Miiller*
kénnte ebensowenig ahl miiller heissen, wie der Stamm
Ma‘in $¢'b ma'tmum heisst, sondern nur ahlan miiller.
Die Tatsache, dass in den bisher bekannten Urkunden
kein einziges Wort vorkommt, das die zahlrei(.z.hen
Sippen als solche bezeichnet (nicht kennzeichnet! ubc?r
die Kennzeichen siehe Ausf. 27), ist bedeutend. Sie

gehort in den Kreis der Erorterungen, die in Ausf, 26
iiber den Mangel des Sippengefiibls bei der Masse des
Volkes in Jemen angestellt werden, und wird beleuchtet
durch den Gegensatz des Nordarabischen, das urspriing-
lich nur ein Wort fiir »Sippe* hatte, keines fiir »Stamm®
(vgl. Ausf. 102 zu }afj). — Mit Recht lehnt Eduard
Meyer die ab, die den Staat in seine Elemente zer-
legen und ihn aus diesen geschichtlich aufbauen (S. 15).
Die Konstruktion, dass die kleinsten Blutsverbiinde die
urspriinglichsten, vorstaatlichen Formen sozialer Orga-
nisation gewesen seien, die Atome, aus deren Zusammen-
schluss der Staat erst in einer verhiltnismissig spiten
Epoche menschlicher Entwicklung entstanden sei, ist
mechanisch und lisst sich leicht durch die Erwigung
widerlegen, dass das ja eben das Unterscheidende des
Menschen vow Tier ist, dass er nie ungesellig lebte,
dass er vor allem ein Herdentier war und ist, dass
auf die Dauer isoliert lebende Familien und Sippen bei
ihm die seltene Ausnahme sind. Ebensowenig diirfen
einzelne Gaue und Stidte, lokale Atome, als ein ur-
spriinglich Selbstéindiges angesehen werden, aus deren
Verbindung der Staat entstanden sei. Seinen eigenen
Standpunkt formuliert Meyer so (S. 33): ,Die Ge-
schlechtsverbinde und die Familie sind nje anders ge-
wesen, als wie sie uns in den bestehenden Verhiilt-
nissen iiberall entgegentreten: nicht selbstindige Ver-
binde, sondern Unterabteilungen des Staates. Der Staat
ist nicht aus ihnen entsprungen, sondern sie sind viel-
mehr umgekehrt erst durch diesen geschaffen; und zwar
scheint, soweit wir sehen konnen, die Zusammen-
fassung von einzelnen Gruppen innerhalb der Gesamtleit
des Staatsverbandes als Briiderschaften, Heiratsklassen,
Clans, Sippen ilter zu sein als die Familie (und ibre
Erweiterung zum Geschlecht im engeren Sinne), die
wieder erst innerhalb dieser kleineren Verbinde ent-
steht. Wie sehr alle diese Verbiinde und geschlossenen
Gruppen. lediglich rechtliche Institutjonen sind, geht
schlagend daraus hervor, dass fiir sie alle die phx-

vy }EMMUZ 1897
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Tribes and States in the Middle East*

PATRICIA CRONE

To undergraduates of Western origin, one of the most alien aspects of Islamic history is
the role played in it by tribes: why did they never disappear? To seasoned Islamicists, on
the other hand, it is the virtual disappearance of tribes from Europe after the age of
invasions that is puzzling: why are there no Hashid and Bakil in Switzerland ? Who could
imagine the Yemeni highlands or the Caucasus as places renowned for banks and cuckoo
clocks? Though tribes were prominent in many parts of Asia, they did not play the same
role in Chinese and Indian civilisation either as they did in the Muslim Middle East; nor
is it obvious that they played the same role in the Middle East before the rise of Islam as
they did thereafter. It is hardly surprising, then, that Islamicists talk so much abour tribes
that non-Islamicists often suffer from the misconception that there is nothing but tribes in
the Islamic world. Though the misconception is annoying, the tribes deserve the attention,
and it is with pleasure that one notes the appearance of a new book on their relationship
with states in the Middle East.

Tribes and State Formation in the Middle East is a collection of conference papers, which
makes sense in view of the size of the topic, but which is also a pity in view of the inevitable
loss of analytical coherence. According to Hourani’s concluding summary, the contributors
devote themselves to four main questions: what is a tribe in the Muslim world ?; what is
a state in that world ?; what has been the role of tribes in the formation, maintenance and
destruction of states?; and has Islim endowed these processes with characteristics of its
own?' These are splendid questions, but since it is notoriously impossible to make the
diverse minds of conference participants function as a single mega-brain, the book does not
pursue them systematically, but rather offers a diversity of papers in which Hourani's
questions figure to varying degrees; the reader inevitably reacts by feeling that the book
comes to an end where it ought to have begun. But there is not much that the editors could
do about this, and one can only sympathise with them. The book consists of an editorial
introduction and two parts, of which the first contains papers by Ira Lapidus, Richard
Tapper, Steven Caton, Ernest Gellner, Bassam Tibi and Thomas Barfield on topics
subsumed under the title ** Historical, Anthropological, Methodological, and Comparative
Perspectives”, while the second, entitled * Middle Eastern Case Studies” contains papers

" A review article of Tribes and State Formation in the Middle East, ed. Philip S. Khoury and Joseph Kostiner.
pp- xii, 351. London and New York, L. B. Tauris, 1991. £35.00.
! Hourani, p. 303. (All references to the book under review will be given by contriburor.)

JRAS, Series 3, 3, 3 (1993), pp- 353-376
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TRIBE. In both historical and contemporary times
tribes have played important roles in the Islamic world.
The English term “tribe” is one that specialists and oth-
ers have used confusingly to depict what they perceive
as actual groups of people, political entities, forms of
social organization, structural types, modes of behavior,
cultural systems, and ideologies. It is often a translation,
not always accurate, of indigenous terms whose use and
meaning can vary according to context. Although many
scholars and others equate tribalism with nomadism and
pastoralism, not all nomads and pastoralists are tribal,
and more tribal peoples have been settled than nomadic.
Tribal people, governmental officials, and social scien-
tists hold different ideas concerning what is represented
by the term “tribe” and its local equivalents. The ana-
lytical constructs of outsiders do not duplicate indige-
nous concepts; popular discourse is not the same as the
official terminology used by governments. People have
invoked the notion and acted on their perception of its
representations for their own differing purposes.

0%0.23% OxP.E& -

Many settled people viewed tribes they feared as syn-
onymous with thieves and outlaws; on their part, tribes-
people feared the loss of autonomy and thought of
themselves as fiercely independent and loyal to their
own groups. Settled people often viewed tribal society
as inferior to urban society (haddrah), the so-called civi-
lized Islamic ideal. [See Hadarah.] They saw cities as
centers of government and order and tribes as rebellious
and destructive. From an urban perspective, “tribe” of-
ten meant nomads or other rural people beyond the gov-
ernment’s reach. Government officials tended to reify
the concept of tribe in order to facilitate their own ad-
ministration, declaring tribes to be identifiable corporate
bodies with fixed memberships and territories; they pro-
duced lists of the tribes under their supposed authority
and acted in terms of them. Such attitudes and the re-
sulting policies both created and fortified social, politi-
cal, and physical boundaries.

For tribal people themselves, the issue was not so
problematic. Within their societies, their own tribal
identities and those of others were clear and important
ways of classifying people. Oursiders need to under-
stand what being tribal meant for people in different
contexts and to discern the patterns underlying the po-
litical, social, and symbolic expressions of people who
proclaimed themselves members of tribes.

It is often more appropriate to speak of tribal or trib-
ally organized society than of tribe because drawing
boundaries around a single group may be difficult.
Many Kurds, for example, are tribally organized and
hold tribal identities, but we cannot speak of the Kurds
as a tribe or even a group of tribes; rather, Kurdish
society has tribal components.

Tribal identities are not exclusive or fixed, because
tribal people also demonstrate varied linguistic, ethnic,
religious, regional, class, residential, and occupational
categories and traits. These crosscutting and overlap-
ping elements make it impossible to speak of tribes as
bounded, clear-cut entities. Tribal people could be ur-
ban, middle-class, white-collar workers as well as no-
madic pastoralists or settled agriculturalists.

Tribal identity, like ethnic and national identity, is an
“imagined” identity based on continually revised con-
ceptions of history and tradition. Tribal groups, like
modern nation-states, were “imagined communities.” In
constructing their identity tribal people invented and re-
invented traditions according to changing sociopolitical
conditions. Many tribal groups were composed of peo-
ple of diverse ethnolinguistic origins, yet each group
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(see FREEDOM AND PREDESTINATION;
GRATITUDE AND INGRATITUDE). Carrying
the argument further, he says that, had
there been no choice and all were true be-
lievers, the world would be a perfect place
and the notion of later punishment or re-
ward would cease to have any meaning (see
REWARD AND PUNISHMENT). Believers are
subjected to trials in this world, both ma-
terially and spiritually (e.g. Q 2:155; 3:186;
5:48; 6:165; 21:35; 89:16). Hope {q.v.) and
endurance (patience; see TRUST AND
PATIENCE) help a believer during moments
of trial (@ 4:104; 31:17). God gives signs
(q-v:) as a test to people (Q 44:33) and God
rewards those who stand in the face of ad-
versity (Q 2:155-7). Even God’s prophets
(see PROPHETS AND PROPHETHOOD) are not
exempt from these tests: “Thus we have .
appointed for every prophet an adversary
(see ENEMIES; OPPOSITION TO MUHAMMADY:
the demons of humankind or of Jmn (qv),
who inspire to one another pleasing speech
intended to lead astray (q.v.) through guile”
{Q 6:119; cf. also @ 22:52; see DEVIL).

In light of the above, trials of past proph-
ets and communities serve as examples for
humankind. Abraham (q.v), for instance,
endured trials but in the end succeeded
because he accepted God’s command-
ments (Q 2:124; 7:104~7). The story of
Joseph (q.v.) recounts his torment but final
victory {Q 12) and that of his father Jacob
(g.v.) who had lost his sight as a result of
his distress over the loss of his son
(Q 12:84), only to regain it later after learn-
ing that, true to his inner belief, his son was
indeed not dead (@ 12:96). The Children of
Israel (q.v.) suffered persecutions under the
people of Pharaoh (q.v; @ 2:49) but were
delivered from this shame by the lord (q.v;
Q 44:30; see also DELIVERANCE). God
grants mercy (q.v.) to those who are faithful
in the face of numerous trials, illustrated,
for example, by the initial childlessness of
Zechariah (q.v.), and the allegations of

TRIBES AND CLANS

Mary’s (g.v.) immoral behavior — both of
whom were ultimately rewarded and/or
exonerated (Q 19:2-33; see CHASTITY;
ADULTERY AND FORNICATION). Satan, too,
may tempt and hence test people by raising
doubt in sick hearts (Q 22:53; see HEART)
and Satan brought agony to the prophet
Job (q.v.) which was taken away after Job
asked God for help (q 38:41f).

The-qur'anic emphasis on the trials of
ithis world is reflected in the theological
gloss given to the struggles of the Islamic
community, particularly in its early years. -
"This is especially evident in the portrayal
of social and political upheavals of the first
generations as rebellion (q.v.) against the
divine law (see LAW AND THE QUR’AN),
leading to schism which could threaten the
purity of the faith (q.v.) of the believers (cf.
Gardet, Fitna). Disturbances such as that
between ‘Al and Mu‘awiya were often
labeled as eras of fitng, or trial, for the
believing community (see also POLITICS
AND THE QUR’AN).

John Nawas
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Tribes and Clans
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The social units that constituted Arabian
society in pre-Islamic and early Islamic
times (see PRE-ISLAMIC ARABIA AND THE
QUR’AN). As the Muslim polity developed,
Muslim society became more complex and
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CHAPTER II

MUTUALITY IN TRIBAL, ARABIA

. The Tnbal S c1ety

‘Soc1ety isa system of mterconnected human actions,
distributed over a determinate territory and maintaining
an approximate identity of its main components through

-time.? Each such component or membex_' is the centre:

ofa great number of social relations and ‘each such

relation depends on him, on his qualities, on his actions,
‘and also affects him ‘and modifies his qualities and

+ his actions. - The whole. complex of such rel_atidné

“constitutes the life of society.” 2
In its development society passcs through : many stages
and men in a developmg society are conscious of them-«
selves and their actions are backed by thought while such
actions, in a -primitive sbéiety, are the outcome of ‘an

inherited or innate psycho-physical disposition which

determines its possessor to perceive and to pay attention.

to, objects of a certain class, to experience an emotional |
excitement of a particular quality upon perceiving such |

an object, and to act in regard to it in a particular

‘manner’ >—a herd instinct -working through the actions.
- for the preservation of life. ‘But with the passage of .

_ 1. Society, in EC (new edition), Vol. 12, p. 670.
<. 2. Hobhouse, Social Evolution and Political leewy, p. 8s.
~~3» McDougall, An Introduction to Soc:al Psychology, p. 29. ;
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CHAPTER XLVIL
2570.—The pations and tribes.

-In .this chapter, the Holy Prophet described some qualities and
virtues of  some - particular nations and _tribes in a geterr: sense, This,
however, cannot in any way affect the ‘general rule of tie Fioly Quran
that * “the most honourable m:n to Allih from amongst you' is the one
Who. is the. most pious’ of you -49 : 13Q», and tha. “th: believers are
‘but brethren - 49 : 10Q.» The descriptioas of some 1..iius and tribes

are given below in alphabetical order, A

Ansars (helpers) : " These were ‘the tribes of Aus. and Khaaraj
amalgamated together by the Holy Prophet, and ‘they were givent this

- name on account ‘of “the help and shslgsr they ‘gave to the Prophet and
to those who migrated With Him kioown generally as ‘Refugess or Muhajirs.» -

They were a " zealous” band divine and warriors who went through thick
and’ thin and risked their lives and resources for the Islamic faith,

The Prophet did not ']mve them and their city until his demiss, Their

virtues have “been recorded in traditions - 46 : 128 (o 451, 162 to 164,
174, 175, 47: 7, 22. The Quran sxys: As for those who believed
and fled and struggled hard in’ Allah’s way, and those who gave shalter
and help, these are the trae bzlievers, They shall have forgiveness and
honourable provision’ 8 : ‘74Q. 'Arabs : Islam will raturn to Hejaz ' in
latter ‘times as a snake recojls to its hole—1: 111. Arabia is for Islam

—23:217. No two religions in Arabia—23: 147; 34: 1302, There

will be no polytheism jn Arabia—23 : 229; 44 : 179; 36: 151. Donst

" hate the Arabs—47 : 19, - Prophet will not intercede for a hater of
Arabs—47: 20, Their destruction before the Hour—47: 21, Aslam :

Prophet pray:d for their security—47: 6. Their fricnd is Allah and

 His Prophet—46: 7. Ashjaa: Their friend is Allah and His Prophet’
 =47: 6. Asad: This is a powerful tribe who are fierce in_battle and

faithful 47: 22, Azad : They are army of Allah—47: 13 ‘and they
.are  trustworlhy 47: 22, Ash’ars ;. They are also fierce in baitle and

faithful—d47 : 22, Daugess : “There is no good inthem—d47: 18, East:
‘Majority of the easlern - p:ople are infidels- 48 ; 2, Calamities will
-appear from the east<~48 : 3. The eastemn people are hard hearted
and “harsh—48 : 4, Foreigners (moz-Arabs): Some of the non-Arabs

‘are  more faithful ¢ - the Prophet than some Arabs—46 : 167,
Gefer : Prophet prayed for their forgiveness—47: 6. Their friend
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CONFEDERATION OF IRANIAN STUDENTS—CONFEDERATIONS, TRIBAL 125

headquarters for SAVAK'’s European operationé (see
D.1.S.P.). The agency had been gathering intelligence
not only on Persian students but also on foreign citi-
zens, including members of the British parliament
(The Times, 23 July 1976, pp. 1, 7). The columnist
Jack Anderson’sarticlesin The Washington Posthelped
to discredit the shah’s regime and to bring about a
congressional investigation of SAVAK activities in
the United States (The Washington Post, 29 October
1976, p. D15, 4 November 1976, p. D.C. 11; Dorman
and Farhang, p. 146). The most dramatic event of this
period was a demonstration against the shah during his
visit to Washington, D.C., in November 1977. Ap-
proximately 1,000 demonstrators engaged ina violent
clash with police and supporters of the shah, during
which almost 100 demonstrators and twenty police-
men were seriously injured. The students broke through
police lines and came so close to the welcoming
ceremony at the White House that tear gas thrown by
the police reached the shah and President Jimmy Carter
(Time, 28 November 1977, pp. 15-16; The New York
Times, 16 November 1977, pp. 1, 12).

In the following year Persia was engulfed in revolu-
tion. Many Persian students returned home to take part
directly; those who remained abroad worked together
in broad coalitions of independent groups. It was in
that year that the final schism occurred within the
Confederation; the pro-guerrilla factior established its
own student organization (Sawkat, p. 363), and the
Confederation was thus effectively dissolved before
the Revolution began.

In the two decades preceding the Revolution of 1357
§./1979 the Confederation had represented the only
continuous organized sociopolitical movement oper-
ating openly in opposition to the Persian governrnent.
Especially in its early years it succeeded in uniting a
wide range of political groups in a single organiza-
tional structure. Tt achieved its basic goal of focusing
international attention on repression in Persia, thus
ensuring a measure of restraint on the part of the
regime in its treatment of political opponents. ~The
Confederation also brought political awareness to thou-
sands of young, educated Persians, many of whom
later became members of the nation’s intellectual and
political elite.

Bibliography: Periodicals and documents: Armdn
(student journal of the Tudeh party), n.p., 1975-78.
Bdktar-e emrifz, 34 series (organ of the National
front in exile), n.p., 1344-48 §./1965-69; 4th series
(organ of member organizations of the National front
in the Middle East), n.p. (Beirut), 1350-55 §./1971-
76. Ndma-ye parst (cultural guarterly of CISNU),
n.p. (West Germany), 1965-68.  Peykdr- (student
journal of the Tudeh party), n.p., 1971-73. Peyman
(journal of CISNU), n.p. (West Germany), 1969-79.
Sanzdahom-e Adar (monthly publication), n.p.(West
Germany), 1967-79.

Studies: E: Abrahamian, “The Guerrilla Move-
mentinIran, 1963-1977,” Merip Reports 86, March-
April 1980, pp. 3-15. Idem, The Iranian Mojahedin,

New Haven. Conn., 1989.J. Bill, The Eagle and the
Lion. The Tragedy of American-Iranian Relations,
New Haven, Conn., 1988. Documents on Iranian
Secret Police (SAVAK ), Frankfurt, 1976. Documents
on the Pahlavi Reign of Terror in Iran (Eyewitness
Reports and Newspaper Articles), Frankfurt, n.d. W.
Dorman and M. Farhang, The US Press and Iran,
Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1987, M. J. Gasiorowski,
“The 1953 Coup d'Etat inIran,” IJMES 19,1987, pp.
261-86. Idem, U.S. Foreign Policy and the Shah,
Ithaca,N.Y., 1991. H. Habermas, Toward a Rational
Society. Student Protest, Science, and Politics, Bos-
ton, 1971. B. Jazani, Tdrik-e si-sala-ye Iran, 2 vols.,
Tehran, n.d. Jonbes-e dineshjii’i-e Irdn wawaza’ef-
¢ asli-e an (published by Cerikha-ye feda’i-e kalq),
n.p., n.d. Md wa konfederdsiiin (published by the
Tudeh party), n.p., 1967. Moskeldt wa masa’el-e
jonbes (published by Gortih-¢ ettehad-e komiinisti),
n.p., 1365 8./1986. B. Nirumand, Iran. The New
Imperialism in Action, New York, 1969. M. R.
Pahlavi, Answer to History, New York, 1980. Payam-
e danesjii, Austin, Tex., 1974. P. C. Radji, In the
Service of the Peacock Throne, London, 1983. ‘A.
SakerT and M. Hamedj, eds., Gozdres-e sitkomisiin-
e omiir-e bayn-al-melali-e Konfederdsiiin-e jahani,
n.p., 1969. H. Sawkat, Negdh-1 az dariin be jonbes-
e Cap-e Iran. Gaftogii bd Mahdi Kanbaba Tehranl,
Paris, 1989. K. Shakeri, in Iranian Oral History
Collection, Harvard University, sections I-V, Cam-

" bridge, Mass., 1983. G. Statera, Death of a Utopia.
The Development and Decline of Student Movements
in Europe,New York, 1975. W. Sullivan, Mission to
Iran,New York, 1981. WasI1a Plot to Kill the Shah
or Is It a Conspiracy to Silence the Students? Kiel,
1965. N. Young, An Infantile Disorder? The Crisis
and Decline of the New Left, London, 1977. M.
Zonis, The Political Elite of Iran, Princeton, N.I,
1971.

In addition, much valuable information has been
gathered in taped interviews with leaders and activ-
ists of the CISNU, who also shared their private
collections of CISNU documents.

(AFsSHIN MATIN-ASGARI)

CONFEDERATIONS, TRIBAL. A discus-
sion of tribal confederations in the Iranian world must
begin with recognition that there is a problem in
defining the terms “tribe” and “confederation.” The
concept of tribe is notoriously inexact, not least in the
context of Iranian history, where groups-defined by a
wide range of different criteria have beenreferred o as
“tribes.” Tribal groups, moreover, commonly com-
prise several levels of organization, from a nomad
camp to (sometimes) a nation-state, with different
criteria defining membership of groups at each level.
There is little agreement among scholars on the levels
at which to apply the term “tribe” or “confederation.”
Definition is not aided by indigenous terminology,
which includes. a variety of terms (e.g., il [Tk. el],
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lation, the Adivasi moved to the new industrial cities in large numbers in the
© 1920s and 1930s. The urbanized tribals mostly adopted Christianity to escape
the violence and discrimination of the Hindu caste system.

Relegated to the least desirable lands and jobs, the Adivasi began to organize
after World War I. In 1938 nationalists founded the Jharkhand Party to press
for pan-tribal unity and autonomy. In 1947, as Indian independence neared.
militants demanded that the British grant separate independence to Jharkhand
as a Christian majority area outside Hindu India and Muslim Puakistan. but they
found liule sympathy among the British authorities.

India’s independence constitution included provisions for the protection of
minority peoples and their lands. but. in practice, high-caste Hindus controlled
large areas. and the Adivasi became virtual serfs on land that should have been
theirs. Adivasi activists mobilized the tibes in the 1960s. demanding autonomy
and the creation of a sepurate state of Jharkhand. The autonomy movement.
gaining wide support in the tribal belt. broke down the remaining tribal barriers,
Opposition to the autonomy movement by *‘civilized"" Hindus sparked violent
ethnic and religious confrontations in 1968-69.

Adivasi literacy rates are very high for rural India, The legacy of early mission
schools and the Adivasi willingness to educate both boys and girls, unusual in
India. have produced a highly motivated and aware national leadership. Even
though they suffer caste and racial discrimination more aggressive and violent
than South Africa’s former apartheid. until the early 1990s Adivasi nationalists
conducted a peaceful. reasoned. and articulate campaign to win equal rights for
their people. Their moderate demands had litile impact.

Younger. more militant nationalists. claiming that the Adivasi condition has
steadily worsened since Indian independence in 1947. have formed militias to
protect defenseless Adivasi against the continuing atrocities perpetrated with
impunity by high caste Hindus. The movement has adopted environmental issues
as national issues in one of the world's most polluted regions. Their grievances
mostly ignored by state and federal authorities, the young Adivasi moving into
leadership positions have begun to call for their followers to emulate the Sikhs
of Khalistan*® or the Muslims of Kashmir* in fighting for their rights and the
self-determination of an Adivasi homeland in Jharkhand.
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Chanra. B. Nationalism and Colonialism in Modern India. 1979,
Churye. G. S. Caste und Race in Indiu. 1986.

Singh. K. S. Tribal Movements in India. 1982,

. The Tribal Situation in India. 1986.
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border. The Kabyle heartland on the Mediterranean Sea is divided muzncrizﬁ
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the Algerian departments of Batna, Bejaia. Jijel. Oum-cl-Bouagh. Setif. Te-

S e ._ - OU. .
be;;?d;iéi l(():t;yle national flag, the flag of the national movement. is a
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ples of Europe than to the Semitic Arabs. The Kaby.ies ch.um dc:»cemot;om ; lc;
area’s ancient inhabitants and call themselves .Ar‘nuz'ngh {Free Men). terf a
and light-eved. the Kabyles have retained a distinctive culture that allows un-

veiled women great respect and social stature. Most Kabyles are trilingual,
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KABID — KABILA

=y Bafede

—Halatiae,

hatirasina armagen, Ankara 1964, 53-6; f. H.

Uzungarsth, Osmanh devletinin ilmiye leskilat,

Ankara 1965, 178, n. 3; 14, art. Kdbiz; art.

Sildeyman 1., by M. T. Gokbilgin, at p. 1r10; art.

Kemdl Pagazide, by 1. Parmaksizoglu, at p. 564

(this gives references for risdlas written in refutation

of Kabid); Rycaut, Present stale, book ii, chap. 12
4 (for the Khiibmesihi). (HUsEYIN G. YURDAYDIN)

KABIL {see nisir].

KABILA (a) denotes a large agnatic group,
the members of which claim to be descended from
ope common ancestor; this word is generally under-
stood in the sense of tribe. It derives from the Arabic
_zoot k-b-}, of which the form kdbals signifies to meet,
to.be face to face with. The definition given by al-
Niwayrl (Nikaya, ii, 269), the only one, we believe,
which refers to its morphology, refers specifically
to this etymology: “the kabila was so named because
its component parts are placed face to face and in
equal numbers”. Its structure seems indeed to be con-
nected with that of the skull, in which the four bones,
also denoted by the word kabila, are placed opposite
to one another (L4, root §-b-l). .

This term is often found in pre-Islamic Arabic
poetry. Curiously enough, it is there employed almost
exclusively in the plural, kabd! (A ghdni, ed. Beirut,
ii, B1, vii, 285; al-Baladhurl, Adnsab al-ashrdf, i,
Cairo 1959, 19, 41, 50; al-Siwaydi, Saba’k al-dhakab
fi ma‘rifat kabd’l al-‘Arab, Cairo n.d., 104). The
Kur’an uses it only once: “We have established you
in peoples {(shu‘ib) and tribes (kaba’l) so that you

may know one another” (XLIX, 13). On the strength

.of its inclusion in the kur’anic vocabulary, this sub-
/stantive has been the subject of various explanations.
Unfortunately, these are at once imprecise, contra-
dictory and unsatisfactory. As examples of kabila,
al-Kalkashandi (i, 308) cites the Rabi‘a and Mudar
groups, which others regard as shutib; the tribe
would in that case include a considerable number of
divisions and sub-groups, Al-Baydawi (4 nwar al-lan-
£il, Istanbul 1303, ii, 453) and al-Tabarsi (Madjma®
al-bayin fi tafsir al-Kur’an, Beirut 1961, xxvi, 96)
consider it to be of more modest size. According to
the former writer, the Kinina would belong to this
type of group, while the latter names the Bakr. In
the story of “Antar, the Banii ‘Abs are described as
a kabila, which is thereby reduced to a very limited
size. In reality, such examples are valid only when
placed in precise historical perspective. An endoga-
"mous group, of unilineal descent, does not retain
either the same size or the same rank in the social
hierarchy throughout its existence. Thus the Kuraysh,
a mere branch of the Kinina in about the middle
of the 6th century A.D., after some riecades had
become a powerful tribe. It would therefore be
difficult to accept the models suggested by the class-
ical authors. All that can be deduced from them with
certainty is that the kabilz is a smaller group than
the skad, which is made up of several tribes, and
larger than the ashira {[g.v.] cf. Kur’an, XX1, 214;
IX, 24; LVIII, 22). , LT

; The Arabjc dictionaries prove, in the event, to
be of little more help. Like the genealogists, - in
classifving the technical terms of social architecture
‘they have relied solely on one criterion; that of size.
The groups fit into one another like a set of hoxes:

“the diidhm (the stock or origin) contains the diemhiir
~{population; mass), which contains the shath, which

contains the kabila, which contains the Ymdra (sub-
tribe, snmall tribe), which contains the batn (belly
or division}. which contains the fakhdh (thigh or
sectiont, which contains the fashira (clan}, which con-

tains the fasila (kindred; cf. Kur’an, LXX, 13), which
contains the rakf (family; cf, Kurlan, X1, o1 £.).
Although more complete than that of al-Mawardi
(Ahkam, Bonn 1853, 353), the above list drawn up
by al-Nawayri likewise omits the word hayy, to which
Robertson Smith attached much importance. Despite
this plethora of technical terms, the social structures
of the ancient nomadic Arabs remain extremely fluid.
-In the writings of contemporary authors, kabila
is often synonymous with ‘ashira, although they are
agreed in regarding it as numeri y inferior to the
latter. The same varjability is to be observed among
the desert Arabs, who use the two words indiscrim-
inately to denote the clan, while the tribe is some-
times called gabila, sometimes saff. In the face of
such uncertainty, some ethnologists eventually gave
up using a vocabulary which appears to be unsuitable
for translating the social reality which nevertheless it
claims to express (R. Montagne, La civilisation du
désert, Paris 1947, 50). A
We are scarcely better informed in regard to the
ancient tribal organization. When seen from outside,
no social group appears to be as bhomogeneous and
united as the kabila. The traditional conception
regards it as a large patriarchal family whose mem-
bers, all closely linked with each other, bear the same
patronymic name, that of their common ancestor. The
homogeneity of the tribe, not to say that of the ethnic
community itself, would appear to result from the
process of its development, thanks to an uninter-
rupted series of endogamous marriages, from the time
of the original founder. The groups claiming to
derive from the same origin would therefore be

-connected with one another, like the links of a chain,

and in this way they would form an enduring con-
sanguineous unit.

The over-simplified nature of this representation _
is evident. Criticism is" all the more justified in de-
nouncing the artificial aspect of the classical theory
since, at the tribal level itself, an extraordinary in-
termingling, brought about by migrations, wars and
the constant movement to and fro between the desert
and the city, periodically challenged even the surest
of the genealogical foundations. The clan itself ac-
cepts the presence among its own people of certain
foreign elements (dependents, protégés, confederates)
who in the end become totally integrated with it by
marriage or through the alliance of blood.

Does this mean that everything in the traditional
theory of relationship among the Arabs must be re-
jected, and that one is confronted with a later con-
struction, fashioned during the first century of Islam?
Despite the well-known thesis of Robertson Smith,
the existence of a system based on matrilinearity, in

‘pre-Islamic Arabia, today seems very problematical,

The genealogists’ theories, although manifestly exag-
gerated, would not appear to be devoid of foundation.
Certainly there could be no question of accepting the
thesis of the consanguineous unity of the tribe. How-
ever, taken at the level of the line of descent, this
unity is effective and serves as a basis for deter-
mining the damawiyya, formerly the %kila {g.1.],
that is to say those jointly responsible for a crime
committed by one of their members. A system of
endngamy, carried to the limit of incest and practised |
on a very wide scale, forces the group back upon

Jtself to such an extent that, when it extends, it does

not cease to regard itself as a large fémily. '

In short, it follows from this cursory examination
of the classical documents that the exact significance
of the word Fabila remains as indeterminate as its
morphology, We are therefare compelled to Tesort
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and became parts of a worldwide economy,
that Arabs began to travel in significant num-
bers to Europe and to write accounts of their
journeys, what they saw on arrival and how
they reacted to an alien culture and way of life.
Rifa‘a Rafi‘ al-Tahtawi wrote in 1834 his
Takhlis al-ibriz fi talkhis Bariz on his experi-
ences in France; and the several works of
Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq of a generation or so
later contain much acute if deprecatory com-
ment on his stays in London and Paris.

Further reading

Hourani, G.F., Arab Seafaring, Princeton (1951);
new enlarged edn by John Carwell, Princeton
(1995).

Miquel, A., La Géographie humaine du monde
musulman jusqu’ au millieu du 11¢ siécle, 4 vols,
Paris and The Hague (1967-88).

C.E. BOSWORTH

See also: geographical literature -

““The importance of genealogy for the Arabs
was both retrospective and prospective. To
know one’s ancestors and to recall their

glorious deeds in verse was a source of tribal-

cohesion, but equally there was a solemn duty
to hand on by meritorious conduct the tribe’s
good name to future generations. As a Pro-
phetic hadith puts it, al-nds ma’minin ‘ala
ansabihim (‘People are the guardians of their
lineage’). The purity of the blood-line (asala)
was nowhere more highly esteemed than in
pre-modern  Arabia, where pre-eminent
bedouin tribes were termed sharif and
claimed descent from one of the two original
ancestors of the Arabs. Among the best known
of these tribes are ‘Anaza, Shammar, Harb,
Mutayr, ‘Ajman, Zafir, al-Murra, Qahtan,
‘Utayba, Dawasir, Sba‘i, Qawasim, Huwaitat
and Banii Tamim. The ruling families of Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and Bahrain are descended
from ‘Anaza who are considered the aristo-
crats of the desert (Dickson, 1983).

Arab genealogists view the origin-of the
Arabs as descendants of Shem son of Noah in
tripartite fashion: (i) al-‘Arab al-ba’ida (the
lost Arabs), the original inhabitants of Arabia
such as the tribes of “Ad and Thamud, most of
whom had vanished before the advent of
Islam; (ii) al-‘Arab* al-ariba (the true Arabs)
who descend from Qahtin and occupied the
southwestern corner of Arabia (southern

780

Arabs); (iii) al-‘Arab al-musta‘riba (the
Arabized Arabs) whose patriarchal ancestor
was ‘Adnan and who occupied the central and
northern areas of the peninsula (northern
Arabs). The picture is complicated by the drift
northwards in the centuries before Islam of the
Qahtan tribes, the two main branches of which
were Himyar and Kahlan. It was the descen-
dants of the latter. especially who migrated
from southern Arabia: Lakhm and Ghassan
established important states in the north of
Arabia, bordering on the Persian and Byzan-
tine empires in the pre-Islamic era (see
Ghassanids; Lakhmids), while Kinda held
sway for a time in central Arabia. Other
descendants of Kahlan, through Azd, were the
tribes of Aws and Khazraj who were settled in
Medina at the time of the Hijra. Another
Qahtani tribe well represented in the Syrian
desert to this day is that of Kalb. Although the
southern Arabs were traditionally afforded
historical precedence, after the advent of Islam
the northern tribes more than redressed the
balance, since they counted among their num-
ber the all-important tribe of Quraysh, whose
ancestor Qusayy took possession of the Ka'ba
by defeating the Khuza'a, its previous
(southern) owners. The two main branches of
the northern Arabs descend through Mudar and
Rabi‘a. From the former, through Qays
‘Aylan, spring Bahila, Hawazin and Ghatafan.
Thagif are descended from Hawazin, and ‘Abs
and Dhubyan from Ghatafan. Also from
Mudar through Khindif spring Hudhayl,
Tamim, Harb and Kinana, the ancestors of
Quraysh. From Rabi‘a through Asad are
descended ‘Anaza, ‘Abd al-Qays, Taghlib and
Bakr ibn Wa'il.

The tribal wars in pre-Islamic Arabia pro-
vided ample scope for poets to eulogize the
virtues of their tribes, and it seems that the
renowned literary fair held at “Ukag, during
which all hostilities ceased, was above all an
occasion for boasting and panegyric (al-Qutb,
1968). The first gasida is said to have been an
elegy composed by al-Muhalhil ibn Rabi‘a
of Taghlib on the death of his brother Kulayb
in the war of Basiis between the tribes of Bakr
and Taghlib. Another celebrated war of the
period, between two tribes with a common
ancestry, was that between *Abs and Dhubyan
which lasted for forty years and occasioned the
fine hamasa poetry of “Antara ibn Shaddad,
who fought valiantly on the side of *Abs.
Imru’ al-Qays’s gasida bears witness to the
hatred that existed between Kinda and Lakhm,
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A copy of a Catalan map showing North Africe appears in the
volumte two color insert.

See also Biruni, al-; Ibn Battuta; Ibn Khaldun; Pilgrim-
age: Hajj.
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TRIBE

The English word #ribe is an ambivalent term that is used
indiscriminately to refer to a wide variety of social groupings
that range from small, preliterate, and relatively isolated
communities in the Amazon jungles of South America to
large, powerful confederacies whose chiefs are members of
the national political elite such as the case of the Bakhtiyari of
southwest Iran. In what follows, the concepts of “tribe™and
“mribalism” are discussed in the specific context of the Mid-~
dle East. '

The Arabic term for tribe is gabilz ( pl. qaba’il). The word
gabiln is mentoned in the Qurlan: “ O mankind: we have
created you from a male and a female and made you into
peoples and tribes [geba’il] that you may know each other”

(49:13). In its most comunon usage, qebila refers to a named.

group of people who share an ideology of common descentin
the male line, claim 2 common geographical territory, and are
politically united under the leadership of a chief, called a
shaykb in Arabic, or kben in Persian and Turkish. As such, the
concept of “tribe” and “tribalism” is used to simultaneously
indicate a personal and group identity, a form of social
organization, and a distinct political structure.

As a source of personal and group identity, tribal affilia-
tion can be analogous to ethnicity albeit on a more limited
scale; it confers a distinct idendty on its members, binding
them together in a distinct moral code expressed most com-
monly in the idiom of honor, courage, and personal auton-
omy. Tribal identity, based on ties of kinship (real or fictitious),
is further reinforced by the common practice of close endog-
amy that favors the marriage of a man to his father’s brother’s
daughter. Among Arabic speakers, intratribal bonds and
group cohesion are expressed in the idiom of ‘asabiyye, or
group solidarity; based on blood ties and comman descent.

Tribal systems of sociopolitical organization are also based
on the ideology of common descent from a founding ances-
tor; some pastoral nomads, like the Bedouins of the Arabian
and Syrian deserts, keep elaborate genealogies that serve to
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organize the different segments of the wibe in a network of
mutual rights and responsibilides. Typically, the smallest
tribal segment is the household made up of one or more
patrilineally related families; a number of such households
make up the next ascending segment, or lineage. Among the
Bedouins, this level of organizaton is known as fakbd; mem-
bers of a fakhd or lineage usually lay claim to 2 common
grazing territory, brand their herds with the same symbol,
and are collectively liable to pay blood money in the case'of a
murder committed by one of their memebrs. A number of
related lineages are grouped into the next all-encompassing
level of the tribe, or gabils; in some parts of the Arabic-
speaking Middie East, this level is also referred to as ‘ashira.
The tribe is thus the largest named unit of incorporation
constructed on a genealogical framework. While today tribes
serve mainly as reference groups for related lineages, in the
past they played an important role in the political life of the
region. Each tribe united behind a paramount chief who
acted as a military commarder in intertribal warfare. Tribal
members typically share a strong sense of common heritage

" that goes beyond that of common descent. They tend to
speak one dialect, dress in a distinctive style, and have their
own customs and traditions.

Tribes have a long and complicated history in the Middle
East; unlike the case for other parts of the world, tribes did
not disappear with the formaton of nation-states in the
region. In fact, the historical coexistence of state and tribe
lends a unique texture to Middle Eastern human geography.
Beginning with the Islamic conquest in the seventh century
(itself carried out by Arab tribal forces) tribes and tribal
confederacies have played a key role in the creation and
disintegration of several Islamic imperial dynastes such as
the Abbasids, the Ottomans, and the Qajars. Equally signifi-
cant were the many tribes who managed to maintain their
autonomy in defiance of state rule. This was the case with the
Bedouin tribes of Arabia, the Kurds of the Zagros mountains,
and the large tribal confederacies of Iran like the Bakhtdyari
and the Qashqa’i.

In the mountain and desert areas of Kurdistan, the Ara-~
bian Peninsula, and Iran, tribally organized confederacies
managed to escape the reach of the state and maintain their
independence well into the twentieth century. Following the
breakup of the Ottoman Empire after the First World War
and the arrival of European colonial powersin the region, the
role of tribes in the newly formed nation-states assumed a
new significance. In their effort to stem anticolonial and
nationalist movements in the region, colonial powers encour-
aged tribal separatism by promoting tribal identities and
reinforcing the authority of tibal leaders. This policy of
“divide and rule” came to an end after the Second World
‘War, which marked the end of colonialism in the region.
Seeking to promote national unity, the policy of the newly
independent governments aimed at integrating the tribes
into the nation-state. In cases of pastoral nomadic tribes such
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1KIBES, qabilah, plur. qabd’il, the earliest, and stll surviving
form of human association in the Arab world. Present-day Arab
tribal society, while in a certain measure adapted to the tech-
nical innovations of modern civilization, has upon the whole held
on to its age-old mode of living and pattern of concepts and attitu-
des. Its home is the vast expanse of sand dunes in the Arabian, Syrian

and Mesopotamian deserts, the badiyah, which gave its name to its

inhabitants, the Bedouins (badawi plur. baddawiyin; collectively bd-
dawiyd or badi and ahl al-badiyah, people of the desert, as they call
themselves; but in colloquial language usually al-‘arab, the Arabsj.
Most of the year entirely dry, apart from some larger or smaller oases,
and only after the winter rains covered for a few months with a carpet
of green, the desert imposes upon its people a constant migration
(musabalah) in search of water and fresh grazing grounds for their
camels and sheep, forth and back from the interior to the borders,
where grasses and shrubs secure scanty but sufficient fodder also during
the summer. There too is the occasion to market the increase of the
flocks, hides, wool, clarified butter (samnah) or cheese, and to pur-
chase the few essentials not supplied by the herds, mainly rice, flour,
olives, sugar, coffee and tea. Until not very long ago razzias* into the
settled zones or the exaction of a tributary payment (khuwwakh), as
a rule in kind, had to help tide over difficult periods when drought
or disease had diminished the livestock.
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telies que Pauteur les voit mises en place, en Iran, duns le demi-millénaire qui precéde
l"avénement des Safavides, quatre-vingt-dix pages traitent en partie de ce que promet le titre.
Cernant la nature de Uoymay qizilbus, «collectivité d’unités généalogiques semi-apparentées,
rangees en relations de pouvoir hiérarchiques autour d’une unité centrale, {amille ou clun»
(ch. 4, «Qizilbash oymaq system», p. 66-80), M. Reid veut étudier, succinctement, i partir
de trois groupes tribaux trois problémes majeurs : avec les Tiles, la formation des domaines
fumiliaux et leur déclin (ch. 3, p. 81-96); avec les Mawsellu, la fusion des oynag Ag-qoyuniu
dans les contédérations safuvides (ch. 6, p. 97-106; assimilation des éléments timourides,
ch. 7, p. 107-113); avec les Ustagalu, les crises et les conflits au sein d’un des groupes tribiux
les plus puissants (ch, &, p. 114-121). La crise du systéme tribal dans son ensemble fait "objet
des deux derniers chapitres (ch. 9, p. 122-140, critéres de la crise de I'élite dirigeante turkméne;
ch. 10, p. 141-143, évolution de Ia sociéié safavide). Suivent trois appendices prosopographiques,
Tale§ (P; 155-158), Mawsellu {p. 139-165) et Ustiigalu (p. 166-199), glanés dans des chroniques.
Des chapitres relatils 4 d"autres oymag n"ayant pu trouver place dans le livre ont é1é publiés
en article, sur les Qagar dans franiun Studies, X1 (1978), p. 117-143, sur les Qaramanlu duns
Studdia Iranica, 1X{2 (1980), p. 195-209.

L'accueil fait & ces articles a €ié nettement réservé. Aux critiques émises par R.D.
McChesney (Iranian Studies, X1V/1-2 (1981), p. 87-105), la réponse de James J. Reid (ibid.,
XVII/1 (1984), p. 85-92) est loin d’avoir dissipé le malaise. On meublerait des pages a corriger
les fautes de lecture qui forment unc toile de fond a I'ouvrage. Les listes d*émirs compilées
par Reid seront-elles utiles a ["éluboration d’un Wihoe's Who safavide? Disons la valeur limitée
des chroniques persanes, et I'appoint essentiel des documents d’archives (cf. un bon exemple
dans J.-L. Bacqué-Grammont, Une liste d'émirs ustdgalus révoltés en 1326, dans Stuudia Iranica,
V (1976), p. 91-114). Du moins est-on en droit d'attendre que les rélérences donndes i des
sources nurratives justilient les éléments originaux qui composent telle ou telle notice (pour
prendre un exemple: celle de Cayan Suli@n, p. 179). Les petites preuves, neties et bien
brossées, lont solides les grands raisonnements. Les défuillances & cet égard de M. Reid, les
flous de son commentaire historique (don des allfirmations curieuses sur 'exportation de la
soie, sur I'économie agraire, sur l'assiette tribale du régime), Uinsuffisance de sa bibliographic,
tant en travaux modernes qu’en sources persanes, empéchent le lecteur de le suivre de confiunce
dans ses observations percutantes. On le regrettera d'autant plus qu'il sent les guestions
essentielles, et qu'il a le grand mérite d’étre le premier & tenter d'en prendre une vue globale.

Tiraillé entre ia juste conscience quil a des possibilités d'un chercheur en son premicer
travail (cf. p. 120, 135) et la funeste obsession sociologique de fabriquer des modéles, M. Reid
compromet son projet de fournir «a scientific apparatus for measuring the problems en-
countered by a certain segment of the Safavid ruling elite» (p. 133) ou «a developmental
framework through which future efforts at developing a more coherent analysis of the lranian
economy may proceed» (p. 37), en y mélant 'intention beaucoup trop ambitieuse de «chercher
4 montrer comment les élites iraniennes différaient des autres élites contemporaines, et i
¢tablir fa place du systéme iranien dans le modéle mondial (world pattern) des XVI© et XVII©
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